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Real Bad Company

THE NAME BAD COMPANY IS
certainly synonymous with
classic rock. The supergroup
comprising former members of
Mott The Hoople, Free, and King
Crimson had a string of huge hits
in the 1970s and was part of the
Swan Song label family along
with Led Zeppelin.

The original lineup of Paul
Rodgers, Mick Ralphs, Simon
Kirke and Boz Burrell disbanded
in 1982. A few years later, Kirke
put together a new band fronted
by singer Brian Howe. The Bad
Company name was resurrected
and the new Bad Company re-
corded and toured under that
name well into the ‘90s.

At that point, there was no real
conflict over the use of the Bad
Company name. The trouble
started only after Bad Company
version two broke up in 1994 and
Howe continued to tour using the
Bad Company name. That didn’t
sit well with some of the original
band members.

According to lawyers on both
sides, lawsuits were exchanged and
last year, a federal judge for the
2nd District in New York decided
that Howe did have the right to use
the Bad Company name - with
certain restrictions.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME in more than a decade, Bruce Springsteen takes the stage for a full
show with the E Street Band. Seen flanking The Boss are Garry Tallent and Steve Van
Zandt. The March 18th performance was a rehearsal benefit concert at the aging
Asbury Park Convention Center in New Jersey. The band begins its world tour next
month in Spain.

The problems continue, how-
ever, and now that the original
four members of Bad Company
are reuniting for a summer tour,
Howe’s use of the name has come
under even closer scrutiny. The
situation spilled into public view
shortly after it was announced that
the original lineup would play
a pay-per-view show at the new
Hard Rock Live club in Orlando,
Fla.,on May 21st.

Coincidentally, Howe had
an April 19th date scheduled at
the House of Blues in Orlando.
The original Bad Company was
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concerned that fans in that market
would think that Howe’s show
was actually their show and issued
a press release explaining that
“Howe’s shows may be falsely ad-
vertised as Bad Company shows.”
Those concerns seemed
to be justified when the Orlando
Sentinel newspaper ran an item
about the Howe date and pub-
lished a photo of the original band
along with it. A few days later, the
paper printed a retraction stating
that the photo was used “because
of incorrect information supplied
to the Sentinel.”
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John Meglen of Concerts West,
which is producing the upcoming
Bad Company tour, said he didn’t
think there was anything particu-
larly underhanded going on with
Howe’s Orlando date.“I don’t
think anyone was necessarily
trying to get away with something.
Promoters always want to empha-
size the highlights when they’re
advertising a show. Sometimes
these things happen out of
ignorance.”

Meglen said he is more con-
cerned about getting the truth
out about the two acts and
making sure fans know who they
are seeing.

That’s what Howe’s representa-
tives want to do, too.

Howe’s manager, Vincent Wolanin
of TopNotch Entertainment, said
he thought the Bad Company
press release was misleading.

“It shaded the truth,” he said.
“Brian has the right to use the Bad

Company name. There are people
in the marketplace, especially
younger people who heard his
voice on the radio hits from the
‘80s and ‘90s, who identify Bad
Company with Brian. He sings all
the songs - the ones he wrote as
a member of Bad Company and
all the other songs. That press
release gave the impression that
he is not allowed to do that and it’s
not true.”

To emphasize the point,
TopNotch issued a press release
of its own confirming Howe’s right
to use the band name. The release
stated that fans should “buy a
ticket for a show that reads ‘Bad
Company former lead singer Brian
Howe’ [and] if a ticket is bought
for any other show, they will not
be hearing any of the Brian Howe
written and sung Bad Company
hits from 1986-1994.”

A lawyer representing members
of the original Bad Company said,
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Short Items Of Note

Ray Price was popped for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia in
Mount Pleasant, Texas, March |9th. The country singer was arrested near his
ranch. He pleaded no contest, posted $500 bail and was fined $200.

Madonna has inked a two-year contract to be the face of a new makeup line
by Max Factor. The Material Girl recently wrapped up shooting a 30-second
spot for the Gold Premium cosmetics line, available in Europe and Asia. A
spokesperson for Max Factor told the New York Post that Maddy is perfect for
the role because she's “renowned for always changing her appearance and for
using makeup to do so.” The campaign is not expected to run in the U.S.

The Catholic Archdiocese of New Orleans will accept Master-P's $250,000
donation to save his alma mater, St. Monica's Catholic School, from closing.
Church officials made the decision after one day of deliberations March 18th,
according to a UPI report. At issue was the propriety of accepting money
generated by the rapper's music, which contains some violent lyrics. The New
Orleans native, whose real name is Percy Miller, has apparently been quietly
making local school donations for several years.

Andy Green has been appointed VP and GM of Warner/TBA, responsible for
managing daily operations and business-development initiatives. Warner, which
has offices in Nashville, New York and Los Angeles, created the position for
the former director of business management at LMI's Nashville Arena.

Metropolitan Entertainment Group has hired Adam Wacht as a talent
buyer in its concert division. Wacht most recently worked at ICM. He will

be involved with booking the Hammerstein Ballroom in New York City as well
as clubs around the Northeast.

Resorts Casino Hotel in Atlantic City has tapped Jaclyn Ferraro as VP of
entertainment. Her new position entails all areas of the casino’s entertainment,
including talent buying, department administration and planning. Ferraro has
served in similar positions at Mohegan Sun Casino, Caesars Atlantic City casino
and the Delta Queen Steamboat Company.

Joe Brauner has been upped to VP at APA. The New York-based agent has
been with the company for || years, representing clients including Bela Fleck
& The Flecktones, Jimmie's Chicken Shack and 10,000 Maniacs.

The PRG Audio Group has formed a pact with sound system companies
Electrotec and Burns Audio to strengthen the companies’ presence in the
live entertainment industry. With offices in England, California and Tennessee,
Electrotec has provided support to the concert industry since the mid-'70s.
The alliance also teams Burns Audio with ProMix, the cornerstone company
of the PRG Audio Group.

A story in the March 22nd issue of POLLSTAR incorrectly stated that Curtis
Mayfield was posthumously inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
Mayfield is still very much alive.

Charles Sawtelle, 52, died of complications related to a bone marrow
transplant he underwent as part of his battle with leukemia. He passed away
March 20th in a Southern California hospital. Known as “The Bluegrass Mys-
tery," Sawtelle was a founding member of the group Hot Rize, which formed
in 1978 and disbanded in 1990. The same band lineup also played in the group
Red Knuckles and the Trailblazers, in which Sawtelle played a character named
Slade. A memorial event is being planned for next month in Boulder, Colo.

indeed, Howe can use the Bad
Company name. Attorney Fran
Miller said he is free to use Brian
Howe, former lead singer of Bad
Company, in advertisements and
promotional materials. But Howe
has been using the band name

before his, and that’s a real bone
of contention.

Miller said that when the singer
uses Bad Company former lead
singer Brain Howe, his name has
to be at least 75 percent larger than
the name Bad Company.



She said that, “Additionally,
the judge ordered that if we could
present evidence that Brian
violated the agreement by passing
himself off as Bad Company or
by violating certain restrictions
regarding the size of the type used
in advertising, she would sanction
him ip the amount of $10,000
per violation.”

According to Miller, Howe has
racked up several thousand dollars
in sanctions because of violations
to the trademark agreement.

Howe attorney Jim Hacker
confirmed the restrictions on the
use of Bad/Company former lead
singer Brain Howe and said those
restrictions have been upheld by
his client. “We want to adhere to
the judge’s order and we want to
adhere to our contract,” he said.

“There has been a smattering of
people who have advertised Brian
incorrectly. We have done every-
thing we dan to assure that doesn’t
happen and I think, for the most
part, we have been successful.
There have been mistakes but they
have been no fault of Brian Howe
or his people.”

The litigation continues. Mean-
while, th¢ original Bad Company
is gearing up for a tour commenc-
ing June 24th in support of the
new Elektra CD box set The
“Original” Bad Company Anthol-
ogy. Howe continues to tour as
Bad Company former lead singer
Brian Howe.

NY Club Owner
Gets Jail Time

N EW YORK NIGHTCLUB
impresario Peter Gatien

has pleaded guilty to grand larceny
and tax evasion and will spend

90 days in jail and five years

on probation.

Gatien’s attorney, Benjamin
Brafman, said the guilty plea
covered only charges relating to
the Palladium, a club that closed
in 1996, He said it did not involve
the Tunnel or the Limelight,

two other Gatien clubs that are
still operating.

Furthermore, state Supreme
Court Justice Bruce Allen signed
a waiver allowing Gatien to be eli-
gible for liquor licenses to operate
his nightclubs even though he’s a
convicted felon.

Gatien and his wife, Alessandra
Kobayashi Gatien, faced a 15-year
prison term each for grand larceny.

The two pleaded guilty in
January to charges that they
skimmed $1.3 million in state and
city sales taxes and $110,000 in
corporate taxes between 1991 and
1996. They were also accused of
evading more than $250,000 in
personal income taxes.

The plea deal will keep Mrs.
Gatien out of jail but calls for 300
hours of community service and
five years probation. The couple
must also pay $1.75 million in
back taxes and fines.

Gatien’s sentence was post-
poned until May 24th to allow
for surgery to correct a chronic
eye problem.

Besides his imminent jail time,
Gatien has a public relations
challenge on his hands as he tries
to quash the Limelight’s reputation
of having a negative impact on
the neighborhood. He blames last
year’s drug trial for ruining his
image. The Limelight and the
Tunnel figured into federal narcot-
ics charges against Gatien but a
Brooklyn jury acquitted him.

Black Promoters
Plan Next Protest

HE BLACK PROMOTERS
Association of America
is preparing to launch a second
protest march against the William
Morris Agency and Creative
Artists Agency headquarters in
Beverly Hills.

The April Sth rally is expected
to be larger than the group’s
previous February 11th march,
said BPA President Leonard Rowe.
He added that various religious

’
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leaders and activists
of the community
have pledged their
support for the
planned event.

“After 24 years in
the entertainment
business, | believe
more strongly than
ever that our cause
is just and now, the
influential ministers
of this city whole-
heartedly agree,”
Rowe stated.

The BPA’s efforts
are aimed at bring-
ing attention to its
$700 million dis-
crimination lawsuit
against 40 major agencies and
prometers. The lawsuit alleges
racial discrimination and
monapolistic business practices
by the defendants.

AP Photo

THE PATRIARCH of The Staple Singers, Roebuck “Pops”
Staples, sings the blues at the Governor’s Excellence in
the Arts awards ceremony in Mississippi on March 19th.
The recipient of the lifetime achievement award was
recognized by his home state for His contributions to blues,
gospel, R&B and rock music.

Rowe and other members of
the Atlanta-based BPA converged
on Los Angeles earlier this
month to meet with approximately
75 church leaders and civil
rights activists.

STARRING
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“Once we explained the prob-
lem to them, they were overtaken
by it,” Rowe said. “They just
couldn’t believe that at this day
and time, we still have that type of
segregation going on.”

The BPA has enlisted the
support of several community
churches, which will provide
buses, food and other services to
the protestors, Rowe said.

“It won't stop. We're not going
away until this matter is cleaned
up and until justice prevails,” he
said. “I just want to do the right
thing.... I hate to fly to California
to do picketing and marching;

I hate to do that. It’s 3,000 miles
away from my home but I don’t
have any other alternative.”

William Morris declined com-
ment and CAA representatives
could not be reached at press time.

Last month’s march included
about 50 protestors led by the Rev.

Joseph Lowery, who unsuccess-
fully attempted to deliver letters
addressing the alleged discrimina-
tion to the heads of WMA

and CAA.

Out In A Blaze Of Glory

LAZE MAGAZINE EDITOR

Jesse Washington was fired
March 16th and according to
reports, he said he all but asked
for it.

Washington said the ousting
stemmed from an unpublished
editorial he wrote about Montoun
Hart, who was acquitted in the
murder of Jonathan Levin after
testifying that police forced him to
sign a phony confession. Levin was
the son of Time Warner Chairman
Gerald Levin. Time Warner
founded Vibe magazine, the parent
company which spawned Blaze.

JASON BONHAM BAND
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Washington and Hart are
friends and earlier this month, the
editor hired Hart as an $8-an-hour
intern at Blaze.

The editorial in question,
in which Washington apparently
asserted that Hart’s confession
was forced and false, was spiked.
He then wrote a second editorial
“lambasting the owners of the
magazine for killing the first
editorial,” Washington said.

He added that he knew the
second editorial would not run.
“I was just venting my anger.”

To make matters even more
interesting, Washington reportedly
submitted an invoice for Hart
to be paid for work he had done
at the publication as an unpaid
intern since earlier this year.

Blaze disputed Washington’s
account of his departure but said
it had a policy of not publicizing
the reasons behind personnel
decisions.

“We disagree with his character-
ization of the reasons for his ter-
mination,” the magazine said in
a written statement. “We are fully
comfortable with the decision to
terminate his employment.”

The former editor has been the
center of media attention plenty
during his employment at Blaze,
which lasted less than a year.

In November, Washington was
allegedly kicked in the head by
four men in his office. Rap pro-
ducer Deric “D-Dot” Angellettie
and Anthony Hubbard have been
charged with assault in that case.

Last summer, Washington
accused Fugees member Wyclef
Jean of pointing a gun at him
inside a recording studio because
Jean didn’t like Blaze’s review
of an album he produced. Jean
denied the incident and called it
a publicity stunt.

Washington, a former assistant
chief of bureau for The Associated
Press in New York, said he is
working on several book projects
and is weighing other job offers.

La Mara’s Mando Lichtenberger shows
off the bands lifetime achievement
award during the Tejano Music Awards
at the San Antonio Alamodome.

Tejano Music Awards

THE 19TH TEJANO Music
Awards ceremony hosted a
whole lot of Latin groove and even
a little controversy March 20th at
the Alamodome in San Antonio.

Jennifer Pena, who won best
female vocalist and entertainer
honors, pulled out of performing
at the last minute. Her manager
parents said in a prepared state-
ment that TMA officials told them
Pena couldn’t go on stage with
mariachis because another artist
already was performing with
mariachis.

TMA board prexy Robert
Arellano said he didn’t know what
the misunderstanding was, but
said #t was unfortunate. “We want
every artist to participate in the
show, and we want to put on the
best show we can,” he said.

Houston’s La Mafia returned
to the stage after unofficially
boycotting the ceremony for
nearly a decade. The group
went home with the lifetime
achievement award.

Bobby Pulido again took home
male entertainer of the year while
Grupo Limite repeated as Tejano
Norteno group of the year. Mazz
won album of the year for its
Cuantas Veces, even though the



band split into two groups late
last year.

David Lee Garza was a double
winner taking awards for album
(conjunto progressive) for his Tour
98 and song of the year for “Te
Quiero; Te Amo.”

Molina was named Tejano
crossover for his wildly popular
song, “Cowboy Cumbia.”

Hard Knock’s Good Life

ARGE SCALE HIP-HOP TOURS

have been few and far between
in recént years. Though album
sales in the genre have been phe-
nomenal, tours to support those
records have either been nonexist-
ent or less than spectacular
moneymakers. The Hard Knock
Life tour has set out to change that
and so far, it's proving to be quite
the success.

The 50-city tour, which kicked
off February 27th in Charlotte,
N.C., features Jay-Z, DMX, Method
Man, Redman and special host
D] C‘ue. It was organized by
Roc-A-Fella Records, Def Jam
Recordings and Ruff Ryders
Entertainment.

Mopst of the shows, in arenas
ranging from 10,000- to 20,000-
capacity, have sold out, drawing
a mostly teenage multicultural
crowd. But booking the tour was
quite a challenge for organizers
who had to contend with the
marny reservations that come with
rap shows.

The Hard Knock Life tour was
the brainchild of Jay-Z and
Roc-A-Fella Records CEO Damon
Dash. Dash told POLLSTAR he
and his acts were tired of agents
telling them they had to tour
with R&B acts to make the shows
presentable to venues. “And we
were like, ‘Why would we go with
an R&B act? It would be a misrep-
resentation of everything we are.
It would contradict what we say
welare.”

When the package was devel-
opkd, it turned out that there was
so/much potential money, “the

promoters were willing to deal
with any problems,” Dash said.

As the rap labels and artists
expected, the tour hasn’t had to
deal with many difficulties so far.
But just in case, Dash said the
organizers took measures to put
the promoters at ease, such as
beefing up security, keeping the
show moving arnd making a no
backstage policy. “We know what’s
being expected and we knew we
were under the magnifying glass,”
Dash said.

Jerry Ade of Famous Artists,
who is booking the tour, told
POLLSTAR it wasn’t easy to
find believers.

He pointed out that other
rappers have had public conflicts
that would make a peaceful tour
seem unlikely. However, “every
artist on this tour is on the same
label, Def Jam, or a company dis-
tributed by Def Jam. The labels all
made an effort to make everybody
peaceful and happy about going
on this tour,” Ade said. “Certainly,
Kevin Liles [ president] at Def Jam
and [label CEO] Lyor Cohen were
highly instrumental in making
everybody feel comfortable about
doing something like this. And
they worked very hard with the
promoters in convincing them
that they believed there would be
no problems. And it’s turned out to
be a love fest.”

Many arena managers who
have seen the tour pass through
their buildings have voiced their
agreement.

For Hampton Coliseum Direc-
tor Joe Tsao, hosting the rap show
in Virginia March 19th was an
educated risk. Not only did
he preview the event its opening
night, but he also called all the
buildings that hosted the show
thereafter to hear about their
experiences.

“There were certain rap tours
that had trouble, so automatically,
our defense mechanism reared
its ugly head as professionals,
as it should have,” Tsao told
POLLSTAR.
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The first thing he did was voice
his concerns to Atlanta-based
promoter Jeff Sharp. “Having Jeff
involved, somebody I know, some-
body ’'m comfortable with, really

helped in resolving my concerns at '

the beginning,” Tsao said.

The show drew a very large but
orderly crowd, he said. Tsao was
surprised by the quick sellout.
“We expected the tickets to sell
last minute as all urban GA type
of shows do, but this one didn’t.
This one sold out a couple of
weeks before the show, which
is unusual.”

Providence Civic Center Execu-
tive Director Lee Esckilsen said his
show March 18th also went very
well. “We didn’t have any major
incidents. I would say it was on the
par of any other rock concert -

a couple of broken chairs maybe
but nothing significant.”

Both the Hampton and
Providence venues chose not to
serve alcohol at the rap show, as
have many other buildings.

With the success of the Hard
Knock Life tour, one might ques-
tion why a tour like this hasn’t
gone out sooner. Ade said it’s
because label support is essential,
and that’s rare nowadays.

“All the labels have been in
transition for the past five or six
years,” he said. “Def Jam is one of
the few labels that’s had very little
turnover. It’s consistent; the boss
is the same. Kevin Liles has been
there; he’s the president of the
company; he’s the same. The pro-
motions staff is the same. There’s
reliability and dependability.

The continuity is there. You have
a group of people that can be
trusted and when they put their
mind to trying to help create

-
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a tour and support it, the artists
believe in it. When you have
companies where the executive
staff is in transition and constantly
moving, it’s very difficult to have
any kind of stability”

The consensus among all
involved is that the Hard Knock
Life tour is opening the door for
other rap tours to follow. “These
are, on the East Coast, the hardest
rappers doing it,” Dash said. “And
if we can put a tour out with these
guys and have no incidences and
be successful and make money;,
you could basically put anybody
out as long as they have the record
sales to back it up.”

Tour organizers are hoping
the success and professionalism
displayed on this outing will
encourage more major rap tours
to hit the road.

Boyle Names SFX
Management Team

SFX Music CHAIRMAN JACK
Boyle has announced his cor-
porate management team just as
the conglomerate has announced
another sponsorship deal.

Irv Zuckerman, interim
president of SFX Music, has been
appointed president on a perma-
nent basis. Rodney Eckerman,

who has served as VP and director
of amphitheatre operations, will
assume the role of executive VP
and COO.

Regional VPs include Bob Klaus
of the ALLTEL Pavilion in Raleigh,
N.C.; Fran Macferran of the
Blockbuster Desert Sky Pavilion
in Phoenix; Lance Jones of the
Coca-Cola Star Lake Amphitheatre
in Pittsburgh; Randy McArthur
of the Meadows Music Theatre in
Hartford, Conn.; Bruce Montgom-
ery of the Great Woods Center in
Mansfield, Mass.; Gary Noble of
the Starlight Theatre in Kansas
City, Mo.; and John Parkhurst of
Finger Lakes in Rochester, N.Y.

On the sponsorship front,

SFX has entered into a long-term
agreement with audio and elec-
tronics retailing company Tweeter
Home Entertainment Group for
naming rights to the Great Woods
Center for the Performing Arts.
The 20,000-seat amphitheatre
between Boston and Providence
will now be known as the Tweeter
Center For The Performing Arts.

TicketWeb Makes
Nobody Deal
NTERNET TICKET VENDOR

TicketWeb has acquired
TicketChoice, the Colorado

The World's Greatest Symphonic Rock Band..
DIRECT FROM ENGLAND
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company founded by concert
promoter Nobody In Particular
Presents.

TicketWeb has also signed
a long-term exclusive deal to
handle ticketing for all Nobody
In Particular Presents events and
venues including the Ogden
Theatre and the Bluebird Theater.

“These deals give us another
stronghold in a major U.S. market
and are additional building blocks
in our vision of a global Internet-
powered ticketing company,’
TicketWeb President Andrew
Dreskin said.

The company’s clients include
The Museum of Modern Art in
New York, MCP in London, and
the San Francisco Jazz Festival.

As for international growth,
TicketWeb has launched services
in the U.K. through a joint venture
agreement with The McKenzie
Group, owner of two major
London venues, and in South
Africa through a licensing
arrangement with African Media
Entertainment, owner of Africa’s
largest event promoter. The com-
pany also recently began selling
advance tickets for the Louvre
Museum in Paris.

Cuban Music Summit

Dozst OF FAMED AMERICAN
and European musicians
were in Havana last week, working
with their Cuban counterparts
on collaborations which were
to culminate in a March 28th
concert at the 5,000-capacity Karl
Marx Theater.

The Music Bridge Around
the World program, founded by
California songwriter Alan Roy
Scott, included Gladys Knight,
Peter Frampton, Mick Fleetwood,
the Indigo Girls, James Taylor,
Jimmy Buffett, Bonnie Raitt, Peter
Buck, Montell Jordan, Duncan
Sheik, Ziggy Marley, Stewart
Copeland, Lisa Loeb and Burt
Bacharach.

Cuban participants included
some of the island’s best known

music-makers: Chucho Valdez,
Isaac Delgado, and the groups
Irakere, Los Van Van, NG La Banda
and Sintesis.

While the U.S. embargo against
Cuba has made such interaction
illegal until now, the rules were
loosened thanks to legwork by San
Francisco attorney Bill Martinez,
according to the Los Angeles Times.
He represented Music Bridge
before the U.S. government and
got permission for the event to
take place.

Most of the visiting artists were
matched with Cuban artists by
pulling names out of a hat. The
teamns then worked for a week to
fuse their different styles, compos-
ing new songs to be performed at
the concert.

Scott said the reason for the
exchange on the communist island
was purely artistic, not political.

However, a political issue was
made out of the near absence of
U.S. Latino artists from the Music
Bridge roster, since Latin music is
the fastest-growing genre in the
States.

Scott told the Times he had
invited “several people from that
community,” but “they thought it
would hurt their careers to be here
because of political reasons.”

He was likely referring to the
protests of prominent Cuban ex-
iles, such as jazz trumpeter Arturo
Sandoval, who recently said, “This
[project] sends the wrong mes-
sage. It says we're willing to accept
what Castro is doing to my coun-
try,’ the Times reported.

The pressure may have also
gotten to The Mavericks’ Cuban-
American singer, Raul Malo, who
had reportedly been on a prelimi-
nary list of participants but
dropped out.

Garth’s Field Of Dreams

THERE’S A DEFINITE REASON
why musicians have road
managers. Just ask Garth Brooks,

who showed up at the wrong
ballpark March 20th, where two



Ir’s A SWING and a whiff for Garth Brooks in the sixth inning
against the San Francisco Giants on March 11th in Peoria, Ariz.
The San Diego Padres’ best singer struck out on four pitches.

other teams were playing. It wasn't
until a fan asked Brooks why he
was there that he realized his
mistake. He hightailed it to the
right park but was an hour late.
However, on March 21st, the
San Diego Padre-in-training went
from 0-for-10 at bat to 2-for-2
when he mlanaged to both show
up at the right ballpark and get his
first hit. The pinch-hit single came
in the second inning against the
Chicago White Sox in Peoria, Ariz.
On Marth 22nd, the Padres said
they might take Brooks - who
has no chance of making the
roster - to/the season opener April
4th against the Colorado Rockies
in Monterrey, Mexico. At press
time, Brooks, who has signed
numerous autographs during
spring training but has also had to
absorb taunts like “Heh, it'’s Brooke
Shields,” was batting 1-for-13
or .076.

Marilyn’s Armey

M ARILYN MANSON’s “RAwW
and unhinged” concerts,

where “there’s fire and there’s

violence and
there’s sex,”
had House
Majority
Leader Dick
Armey try-
ing to ban
the group’s
appearance
in his home
district, according te The Dallas
Morning News. Pointing out that
he was quoting Manson, the
Republican leader and father of
five protested the group’s March
23rd concert at Reunion Arena

in Dallas.

Voicing his concern as a citizen
- not as a politician - and using
his personal letterhead, Armey
wrote to Brad Mayne, president
and CEO of the Arena Group,
asking him to “take a second look”
at the concert.

Reunion Arena GM Dave Brown
issued a written response saying
that while the venue’s operators
appreciated Armey’s concern,
the arena lends itself to all acts
because it is a public building. He
did write, however, that security
would be enhanced.

Armey, R-Irving, urged
Mayne to consider Manson’s past
concert problems and the poten-
tial consequences that could arise
during the upcoming show.
Despite Armey’s reservations,
the concert went on as scheduled
and without incident.

INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

Patriotic Settlement
In Paradise Stage Dive

EVERCLEAR, New ENGLAND
Patriots Drew Bledsoe and
Max Lane, and the Paradise Rock
Club reached a settlement with the
woman who sued them over inju-
ries sustained during a concert.

Tameeka Messier reportedly
agreed to a $1.2 million settlement
March 19th, said The Boston Globe.
The article reported that Paradise
and Everclear would each pay
$100,000; quarterback Bledsoe
would contribute $400,000; and
lineman Lane would pay $600,000.
However, the defendants’ lawyers
said those figures were inaccurate.

Messier’s suit accused the defen-
dants of negligence and reckless-
ness after the football players dove
off the stage and into the crowd
during a November 13, 1997, show.
The plaintiff underwent surgery to
remove two damaged disks from
her neck as well as hip bone frag-
ments to fuse her spinal column.
Messier alleged that Everclear
invited the 200-plus-pound play-
ers onstage and that frontman Art
Alexakis encouraged them to leap
from the stage. The band denied
having any control over the foot-
ball players.

LAPD Faces
Crowd Control Rap

THE AMERICAN CIVIL
Liberties Union contends the
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Los Angeles Police Department
overreacted when controlling a
crowd attending a Venice Beach
hip-hop exhibition last month.

The February 28th event, which
featured dancers and DJs, erupted
into a rock- and bottle-throwing
clash between law enforcement
officers and spectators. Police
became entangled in the fray after
officers chased two suspected van-
dals onto the festival site, inciting
some of the crowd.

Approximately 1,000 concert-
goers were attending the gathering
when nearly 150 police officers -
many wearing riot gear — were
called in to disperse the flock. No
injuries were reported, although
some patrol cars and vehicles in
the vicinity incurred damages.

“What happened on Venice
Beach was a sweeping violation
of free speech and basic civil liber-
ties,” said ACLU Executive Direc-
tor Ramona Ripston. “The police
treated this as a riot but there was
no riot.”

In announcing its legal repre-
sentation of festival organizer Asia
Yu, the ACLU released a videotape
of the incident showing officers
aiming shotguns and using
batons to disperse a seemingly
peaceful crowd.

The tape captures Yu, who is
accused of inciting a riot, trying
to dissuade a police officer from
dispersing the crowd. “We have
a permit,” she told the officer,
holding up a piece of paper.
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o T BILL CosBY /1as an awful lot of friends in IT WAS QUITE A FIESTA backstage at the Pechanga
. : Hundred Fifis Thousand [;..||m$ 1 50 ;000 the Twin Cities. His one-day stand at the Entertainment Center in Temecula, Calif,, after Merle
PAY Onc Hundred Fifts oy FOLNIATTON Mystic Lake Casino in Prior Lake, Minn., Haggard's sold-out show March 12th. Pictured with the
ELEON JOIUN AT ’ ; March 7th was a two-show sellout. legendary singer are production manager Pamela Forney
= e According to talent buyer David Julian and talent buyer Mike Dixon of Harmony Artists.

(pictured with Cosby), the ducats were
“the hottest tickets in town.”

THE GRAND OPENING of the Hard Rock Live concert venue in
Orlando proved to be more than a big of’ party. The occasion

was a benefit for the Elton John AIDS Foundation. Presenting THE MAYOR OF ATLANTA
Sir Elton with a fat check March 12th are Seagram chief Edgar joins Music Midtown’s
Bronfman Jr. and Hard Rock’s Rita Gilligan and Jim Berk. producers to announce the

1999 site of the festival
near Centennial Olympic
Park. The event lost its
original location due to
the construction of the
Federal Reserve Building.
Flanking Mayor Bill

=
Campbell are local g
promoters Peter Conlon &
and Alex Cooley. }:
3
a
a,
<

D&. DRE tharks his fans after
receiving the Bill Graham
Lifetime Achievement Award
during the California Music
Awards. The ceremony took place,
appropriately enough, at the Bill
Graham Civic Auditorium in
San Francisco March 13th.

BILLY JOEL IS HONORED with a fitting gift — a commemorative crystal
piano ~ for his March 4th sellout of the Pittsburgh Civic Arena.
L-R: DiCesare Engler’s Ed Traversari, Joel, venue GM Hank Abate
and DE’s Rich Engler.

Leo ZEPPELIN imembers John Paul Jones (L) and Jimmy Page show their gratitude
after accepting an RIAA “Diamond Award” from Atlantic Records founder
Ahmet Ertegun. The new award recognizes performers who have sald 10 million
units of a single title in the U.S. The March 16th presentation was at New York's
Roseland Ballroom.

AP Photo / The Blues Foundation

AP Photo

BLUES SINGER Bobby Rush, composer Isaac Hayes and the legendary

Rufus “Walking the Dog” Thomas powwow before performing at the Blues
Foundation Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. The 20th anniversary event
took place at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., March 16th.
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“I don’t have time to read your
permit right now;” the officer
responded. “We have other things
going on. We'll deal with you when
we're done here”

ACLU lawyer John Duran, who
is representing Yu, said police plan
to bill his client for $3 million,
the cost of deploying riot police.
Yu, who spent five hours in police
custody following the incident,
may also face a year in jail and
a $1,000 fine.

“One look at these tapes and
it is clear that the LAPD reacted
with fear and force to what was
obviolsly a minor problem,’
Duran said.

State Sen. Tom Hayden, whose
son attended and videotaped the
festival, issued a statement after
viewing the tape, saying, “I am
of the opinion that the LAPD
overreacted.”

However, LAPD Chief Bernard
Parks disagrees. “When officers
come to take action, they cannot
be subjected to people throwing
rocks and bottles,” he told the
Los Angeles Times.

Duran voiced concern over
how police will respond during
future events.

“Our message to Mayor [Rich-
ard] Riordan and Chief Parks
is were having the Democratic
convention here,” he said. “There
will be protestors. We don’t want
Chicago in 1968 to be repeated here”

ODB Busted Again

OL’ DIRTY BASTARD WAS
arreseted in Brooklyn last
week for possessing crack cocaine,
authorities said.

Officers allegedly found the
narcotics inside of the Wu-Tang
Clan rapper’s 1996 Range Rover,
which was without license plates
and double-parked in front of a
store in the Bushwick section of
New York.

A patrol unit reportedly spotted
the rapper’s illegally parked car
around 1 a.m. on March 22nd.

Authorities questioned ODB, who
initially said he was Robert Diggs
- Wu-Tang rapper RZA.

After ODB confessed to his true
identity, police ran a background
check that revealed the rapper
had a suspended driver’s license
and was wanted for failure to
pay child support. A subsequent
search of the vehicle allegedly
yielded the drugs and he was
taken into custody.

ODB reportedly posted $750
bail the same day and now awaits
an April 22nd court date. He faces
charges of possessing a controlled
substance and driving with a
suspended license.

The rapper also appeared in a
Los Angeles courtroom last week
in regards to his felony arrest for
wearing body armor. “I'm inno-
cent,” he declared during a brief
hearing March 24th. He’s due back
in court April 19th for another
hearing on those charges.

Rapid Ball Movement

DON’T BET AGAINST R.EMJs
Mike Mills when it comes to
NCAA hoop action.

The bassist was one of eight
people who accurately predicted
the men’s Final Four in an Atlanta
Journal-Constitution newspaper
contest. He walked away the win-
ner of a tiebreaker by selecting
seven of the final eight - missing
only on Gonzaga.

Mills, who didn’t attend any col-
lege basketball games this season,
was one of more than 1,100 people
who entered the contest. “I keep
up,” he said. “I read. I watch games
on TV

While Duke, Connecticut and
Michigan State were all No. 1 seeds
in their region, South regional
winner Ohio State was only a
fourth seed. When asked why he
favored the Buckeyes, Mills simply
replied, “Scoonie Penn.”

Even the band’s manager, Bertis
Downs, shared in Mills’ obvious
excitement. “This will be one of

INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

the highlights of his life

- right there with the

Grammys,” he said.
R.E.M. launches a

world tour in June with

U.S. dates beginning

in August.

Dove Award
Winners

Top HONORS WENT
to Michael W.
Smith, who was named
artist of the year, at the
30th annual Dove
Awards on March 24th.
Smith garnered six
Doves, more than any
other artist, during the
ceremony held at the
Nashville Arena.

Kirk Franklin and
Bill Gaither trailed Smith with
four Doves apiece. Franklin won
performing and producing awards
for contemporary gospel album of
the year, Nu Nation Project, and
writing and performing honors for
the urban recorded song of the
year, “Revolution.” Gaither earned
one producing, one writing and
two performing awards in the
Southern gospel recorded song
of the year and Southern gospel
album of the year categories.

AFTER NEARLY two decades in the industry, Michael
W. Smith jubilantly accepts his first win as artist of
the year at the 30th annual Dave Awards.

Other major winners included
Jaci Velasquez, best female vocalist;
Jennifer Knapp, best new artist;
Chris Rice, best male vocalist;
and Point of Grace, best group.

Rich Mullins received posthu-
mous recognition as best
songwriter and for best song.

The ceremony will be televised
around the country between
March 24th and April 12th. «

V*C;orwley“

@ Artist Management =

The #1 Country Concert of 1998

CURB  Monterey Artists (615) 321 4444

The Dallas Morning News
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CONCERT PULSE

Booking Agency

Avg. Gross  Avg. Tickets Cities Lw Tw Headline Artist

$ 2,370,378 | 22,105 (15) 1 1 The Rolling Stones

$ 1,115,613 | 29,084 (15) 2 2 Billy Joel

$ 768,105| 18,155 (20) 3 3 Black Sabbath

$ 586,357 | 23,415 (10) 4 4 Phish

$ 560677 13,809 (17) 5 5 Neil Diamond

$ 503520\ 17,772 (19) 6 6 Dave Matthews Band
$ 478,719 | 13,566 (19) 7 7 Shania Twain

$ 460,937 | 10,556 (21) 8 8 KISS

$ 422,624 | 12,442 (18 9 9 Depeche Mode

$ 390,277 | 11,592 (21) 10 § 10 Aerosmith

$ 318,047 | 9,731 (11) 11 11 Mannheim Steamroller
$ 307,480 | 10,015 (13) 12 § 12 Amy Grant (Christmas Show)
$ 242,387 | 8,044 (16) 13 | 13 Alanis Morissette

$ 230,262 | 8309 (19)NeW> | 14 KORN / Rob Zombie
$ 204,416 | 10,069 (24) 14 15 The Tragically Hip

$ 191,567 7,695 (16) 15 16 Barenaked Ladies

$ 187,467 | 6,577 (15) 16 j| 17 Vince Gill

$ 159,725 | 5,502 (16) 21 § 18 Marilyn Manson

$ 157,592 | 5010 (15) 17 | 19 Bob Dylan

$ 157,548 | 6,265 (34) 19 | 20 ‘N Sync

$ 148,992 | 6,267 (12) 18 §| 21 Alabama

$ 110422| 4,846 (10) 20 | 22 dc Talk

$ 103,050 | 3,506 (11) 22 § 23 Natalie Merchant

$ 86,251 | 3,171 (10) 23 | 24 Tori Amos

3 84,454 | 2,749 (32) 24 25 Motley Crue

$  82474| 2,730 (10) NeW) ] 26 Dave Matthews & Tim Reynolds
$  74,418| 2,387 (18) 25 | 27 Journey

$ 69,600 2,777 (14) 26 } 28 “Sno-Core Tour”

$ 64,750 | 2,469 (17) 27 § 29 The Black Crowes

$ 62,179 | 2,392 (17) 28 | 30 Brian Setzer Orchestra
$ 61,808 1,979 (21) 29 31 Chris Isaak

$ 60,379| 3581 (10) 30 | 32 Third Eye Blind

$ 59,004 | 2,765 (11) 31 33 Garbage

$ 58,146 | 2,726 (19) 32 | 34 Jonny Lang

$ 53402| 3,184 (13) 35 | 35 The Offspring

$ 46,282 | 2,310 (12) 33 | 36 Sugar Ray / Everlast

$ 41,183 | 2,424 (12) 34 | 37 Goo Goo Dolls

$ 39,279 | 2,343 (15) 36 | 38 Deftones

$ 32290 1,482 (14) 37 | 39 Kenny Wayne Shepherd
$ 31,835 | 2,093 (22) 38 | 40 Point Of Grace

$ 24978 1,544 (10) 40 | 41 Cake

$ 17,812 1,159 (11) Ne®> | 42 Candlebox

$ 15,526 752 (15) 41 § 43 “Cry, Cry, Cry Tour”

$ 13,026 906 (11) 44 | 44 The Afghan Whigs

$ 12,352 903 (15) 45 | 45 Reel Big Fish

$ 12622 893 (11) NeW) | 46 String Cheese Incident
$ 12,179 834 (19) 43 | 47 moe.

$ 10337 964 (18) 46 | 48 Fuel

$ 9,895 749 (10) 47 | 49 Better Than Ezra

$ 8,441 689 (10) 48 | 50 Suicidal Tendencies

The Next Adventure

QBQ Entertainment

Creative Artists Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Gallin-Morey Assoc./Sal Bonafede
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
William Morris Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
William Morris [ Pinnacle Ent.
Entourage Talent Associates
Little Big Man Booking
William Morris Agency

Artists & Audience Entertainment
Creative Artists Agency
Renaissance Entertainment
Dale Morris & Associates
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency

QBQ Entertainment

Monterey Peninsula Artists
Artists & Audience Entertainment
ARTISTdirect

Agency For The Performing Arts
William Morris Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Monterey International

Leave Home Booking
Pinnacle Entertainment
William Morris Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
William Morris Agency
Absolute Artists

Bandwagon Touring Artists
Fleming, Tamufevich & Assoc.
Creative Artists Agency

The Agency Group Ltd.
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Renaissance Entertainment
Bandwagon Touring Artists
Mustang Booking

The Concert Pulse ranks each artist by their average boxoffice gross per city and is based on data reported within the last three months.




Industry Events Calendar

April 13 TJ. Martell Foundation 14-18  Fan Fair (Nashville) [1-14  Atlantis Music Conf.
17-20 NAB 99 (Las Vegas) AT 15 ‘99 NARAS Awards (Atant)
18-20 Venue M . 19-22 Emerging Artists & Talent Luncheon (Beverly Hills) 18-22 Gavin A3 Summit
-0 Venue Managemen f
Association '('EA'}'-’,}')‘(([’a"fﬁ,':g"a‘f) 1923 COCA (Halifax, NS) (Boulder, €0)
(Brisbane, Australia) 1933 AFIM (Athant 22-25 Midem Americas {9-22  Popkomm
18-21 Gospel Music Week : (Bfrx) (Miami Beach) (Cologne, Germany)
(Nashville) 20-22  Undercurrents (Cleveland) 2426 M.08. fest 99 (Chicago) 5 eptember
W & Zgltt:]efl)\:lljaarltirl&e}::;#iys) I 10-13  Canadian Country
22-24 NEMO (Boston) July Music Week (Ottawa)
2528 LMNOP (New Orleans) June 19-20 Plug.In *99 (N.Y.C.) 11-15 In The City
29-May 2 Crossroads ‘99 (Memphis) 9-11 INTIX Summer Conference 20-23 Digital Club Festival (Manchester, UK)
(Portland, OR) New York (N.Y.C.) 22 (MA Awards (Nashville)
May 1012 NxNE (Toronto, ON) 213-25 NAMM Summer Session 24-29 1AAM-Arena Mgmt. Seminar
Apr.29-2  Crossroads ‘99 (Memphis) 10-12 Radio & Records ‘99 (L.A.) (Nashville) (Panama City, FL)
5 ACH Awards 1012 1AAAM *99 Celebration 23-21 1AAM (Toronto) 2429 AES Convention
(Universal City, (A) (Washington, D.C.) (N.Y.C)
5.8 NewMusicWest 99 11-14 (EBA Annual June Meeting  AUBUSE 30-0ct2 NNW (Portland, OR)
(Vancouvey, BC) (Nashville) 6-7 Nat'l Entertainment
8-11 AES (Munich) 12-15 Arena Marketing Industry (onfergnce
Conference (Anaheim, (A) (Sydney, Australia)

Third Eye Blind MTV VM
Irsc}iwé:&Volton VoIksujoasEesanl”rbra Streisand

NO“WAL Sync Mo(]f‘isa Cljuises
Pors lhzgﬁ(ﬁda CONTmlG

Toyota

SOFT Dwight Yoakam

Meatloaf
Lord otho%ance BIEXRPENTRY

Pﬂeﬁtf Midler Lexus

Yanni

Microsoft GEORGE & GOLDBERG
DESIGN ASSOCIATES

7625 E. Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 23, Paramount, CA 90723
TEL 562.633.5030 FAX 562.633.4990
E-MAIL georgeandgoidberg@usa.net WEB www.georgeandgoldberg.com
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METROPOLITAN ENTERTAINMENT’S John Scher aud

f i (Mdf"ef Ll sha,r,'e some anecdotes A GUIMPSE at the head table of trouble: Jam Productions’ Arny Granat, artist manager Bruce Allen,

about Donald *Deadwood Deke” Tarlton. Contemporary Productions’ Irv Zuckerman, TNAs Arthur Fogel, Universal Concerts’ Jay Marciano
and ICM’s Terry Rhodes.

ARTIST MANAGER Bruce Allen berates Deke from the podium while CAAs Mitch Rose TNA’S MICHAEL COML reveals to the crowd that Donald Tarlton taught him
warms up for his delivery. everything he knows about the concert industry. Cohl immediately retracted

his statement.

Tug MboR of the House of Blues is packed as Metropolitan Entertainment’s
Diftewt Rathwell relives her experiences of working with Deke.

DEKE ONCE SAVED my life during a golf CONTEMPORARY PRODUCTIONS® Irv

match - and he had the nerve to win Zuckerman dishes out the dirt on Deke.
the game, recalls Jam Productions chief
Arny Granat.
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SCENES FROM 'NACPA’s DONALD TARLTON ROAST

TOASTING DEKE uring the roast are Radio City Entertainment’s GETTING IN THEIR LAST )ABS a! Donald Tarlton are
Laurie Jacoby, Don Law's Jodi Goodman and CAA’s Sue Berger. Metropolitan Entertaimment’s John Scher, Jules Belkin ELECTRIC FACTORY CONCERTS®
of Belkin Productions and Electric Factory Concerts’ Larry Magid spends part of his
Larry Magid. time on stage presenting some
“awards” he would like to see
POLLSTAR give out.

UNIVERSAL CONCERTS chief Jay Marciano

pays tribute to the veteran promoter, who HANGING OUT a: the roast are Nederlander's Susan Roser:bluth

is a constltant and member of the board CAAS Rob Light and manager Bill Siddons.
of directors for Unwersal Concerts Canada.

METROPOLITAN®S Debra Rathwell gives Deke a refresher
course on sexual harassment in the workplace, a subject
she first learned while working under his tutelage at
Donald K. Donald.

B00000 4
VRATR 22832

FOLLOWING thie seemingly endless
trasl of Peadwood Deke anecdates,
Donald Tarlton wields the power of
the microphone to exact the night's
revenge on his peers THE NIGHT'S FESTIVITIES culiminate with a warm standing ovation for the retired concert promoter.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

EUROPEAN NEWS

Reported by Camilla Phelps
0956.113.562 Fax 171.359.1131
E-mail: camilla@pollstar.com

United Kingdom: THE FIRST OF
the summer festivals has gone on
sale, and although it is getting late
for confirming artists, there are still
more new events which may
materialise. The biggest wave of
newcomers appears to arrive on the
back of summer’s astronomical
event, the total eclipse of the sun on
August 11. Although the eclipse will
amount to only a few brief minutes
of entertainment, many newcomers
appear to be jumping on the band-
wagon and trying to create festivals
around it, particularly in Cornwall,
which will have the best view.

The most significant contender
comes from the new partnership of
Harvey Goldsmith Entertainments
with Mega Dog and Essential who
will be pooling resources and expe-
rience to stage a six-day camping
event in the neighbouring county of
Devon. The Total Eclipse Festival
will take place the week of August 6-
12 at Newnham Park near Plymouth.
The event is expected to attract
20,000 fans and the format, in terms
of numbers of stages and tents, has
yet to be finalised.

Mega Dog’s Bob Dog said that
although the festival is happening at
the time of the eclipse, the partner-
ship is looking to develop the site, in
the long term, as a regular summer
festival. “We have options on the site
for the future,” Dog told POLLSTAR.
“We've got a good relationship with
the local council, and the site is keen
to progress as a venue. It is set in
a beautiful parkland with a natural
amphitheatre setting.”

No artists have been announced
yet, but Dog said that around one-
third of the lineup has been secured,
and the musical content will have the
traditional Mega Dog stamp on it.
“Our intention has always been very
clear-cut,” he added. “We want to
present one of the most prestigious
events of the summer.”

Other Eclipse contenders are
focusing on events in Cornwall, where
local residents are already unhappy
about the prospect of travelers and
festival-gpers descending on the
county. However, no event has
received the official go-ahead at this

stage. The most widely talked about
event at Carlyon Bay has recently
had its license for a 16,000-capacity
festival turned down.

In the one-off big-gig stakes,
it is being strongly rumoured that
Robbie Williams and Blur may do
headlining open airs. Williams is
performing at several festivals,
but the date being talked about is
a major show at Slane Castle in
Ireland. And although Blur has said
it doesn’t intend to tour behind its
new album in the conventional way,
it would not be surprising if a major
on-off was announced. With the
release of its new album, 13, which
went straight to No. 1, it could be the
summer’s hottest ticket.

+ DETAILS OF BRYAN ADAMS’
London concert are still being con-
firmed, but it looks like a major show
will be announced in the next few
weeks. Adams will tour the festival
circuit April 30 to August, starting

in Madrid. The format for the shows
remains a mystery. Following the
success of his brief promo tour last
month, in which Adams played as

a three-piece band in small clubs
around major European cities,
Adams’ agent, Carl Leighton-Pope,
said he is waiting to see if this format
will be used for the summer tour.
Most of the European dates are

on sale.

* THE SILVERCHAIR BOYS ARE BACK
in Europe for their first tour in two
years, and agent Emma Banks at
Helter Skelter has been upgrading
shows due to the demand for tickets.
Shows have been moved to bigger
venues in Berlin, Zurich and
Manchester. Banks says the response
has been great throughout Europe
and added that being able to upgrade
the shows is a great opportunity for a
band that has traveled a long way to
play for as many people as possible.

Austria: THE AUSTRIAN MARKET
was shocked by the sudden post-
ponement (more likely a cancella-
tion) of Woodstock Europe. A
shareholder meeting this week

will decide the event’s future. In an
official statement, Woodstock guru
Michael Lang said, “Following dis-
cussions with our European produc-
ers, it became clear that for Woodstock
to be a safe and successful event in
Europe, more time was needed. We
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are currently consid-
ering whether to
reschedule the event
for the summer of
2000 or 2001.”
Tagged as the big-
gest ever festival in
Europe, Woodstock
’99 was to have taken
place July 16-18 at
Wiener Neustadt,
40kms outside Vienna.
The ambitious
project, which was
aiming for an audi-
ence of 250,000, was
also unique because
it involved the joint
cooperation.of four
major European
promoters (Rock
Production from
Austria, Mojo from
the Netherlands,
Coco Tours in Ger-

AP Photo

participate.

SOUTH AFRICAN PRESIDENT Nelson Mandela and

Michael Jackson greet reporters in Cape Town, where

M] announced two concerts to benefit the Red Cross,
UNESCO and Mandela’s children’s fund, which helps
homeless, disabled and abused kids. Jackson will perform
June 25 in Seoul, Korea, and June 27 in Munich, Germany.
Luciano Pavarotti, Stevie Wonder, Boyz II Men, Eros
Ramazotti and the Scorpions will also reportedly

many and Dr. Music
in Spain) with
Michael Lang in the U.S.

The local concert industry felt the
effect of Woodstock’s announcement,
which had caused smaller festivals
to move dates or postpone events to
next year. With the media focused on
Woodstock, it was feared the market
would not be able to support more
than one major summer event.

Some sources have said that
advance ticket sales were not high
enough, but no details were available
at press time. However, ticket-buying
patterns in Austria lean toward the
last minute, so low advance ticket
sales aren’t indicative of public per-
ception. The original intent was to
draw audiences from neighbouring
countries into the central European
location. Other sources have said
that the promoters could not secure
the right deal for the TV rights.
However, with a bill that included
Metallica, Iggy Pop, Zucchero, Skunk
Anansie and Faithless - all of whom
are playing several other European
festivals this summer - perhaps it
just wasn’t unique enough to draw
the audience size required.

Whatever the reasons, the absence
of Woodstock leaves a hole in the
Austrian summer market. Although
traditionally, multi-day festivals are
not as popular in Austria as in other
European countries, now there will
be only a small number of open-air
shows. Two of the major dates are the

Rolling Stones at Imst on May 31
with Bryan Adams and Zucchero,
and the Steel City festival at Linz
on June 18, featuring Aerosmith,
Lenny Kravitz, the Black Crowes,
and the Guano Apes. Although these
shows stand to benefit from
Woodstecks’ cancellation, in terms
of ticket sales, the shows’ promoter,
Richard Hoermann at Artist
Marketing, said that the cancellation
could have negative repercussions.
“Things like this shake the market,
which is bad news for everyone.”

Germany: MAREK LIEBERBERG
Konzertagentur has announced

a fourth Metallica open-air. The
June 26 date at Minden will be
another mini-festival, said Lars Vogt
at MLK. “It’s a beautiful site, and we
weren’t covering it with the existing
tour schedule, so we decided to go
there” The site had been used by the
Vans Warped tour.

Meanwhile, Vogt says the two big
festival dates, Rock am Ring and
Rock im Park, have confirmed the
last few names on the bill, adding
Lauryn Hill, Cypress Hill and
Shawn Mullins. Tickets have been
on sale since the announcement
of Metallica as headliner was made
before Christmas, and sales, so far,
have been very good with about
20,000 sold for the twin events.



Nethertands: THis YEAR'S PINKPOP
(May 22-24) will celebrate the
festival’s 30" consecutive year. It’s

a feat which has landed the event in
the Guinness Book of Records since
1990 as the oldest annual European
open-air rockfest. This year’s festival
includes Alanis Morissette headlin-
ing with Faithless, Jewel, Kula Shaker,
Lauryn Hill, Manic Street Preachers,
Robbie Williams, Skunk Anansie
Underworld, Jon Spencer Blues
Explosion, Frank Black and the
Catholics, and many others.

Denmark: AT MIDTFYNS, TICKET
sales appear to be up around 40 per-
cent cqmpared to the same time last
year. It seems to be a clear vote of
confidence for this year’s bill, which
features Aerosmith, Bryan Adams,
Garbage, Iggy Pop, The Black Crowes,
Fun Lovin’ Criminals, Bloodhound
Gang, Backyard Babies from Sweden
and Danish acts Baal, Hotel Hunger,
Prettyl Maids and The Dawn, said
Nina Faergermann. More acts are
due ta be confirmed in the next

few weeks.

+ THE FESTIVAL SEASON IS ALWAYS
very ¢rowded in Denmark and

this summer is no exception. John
Christophersen has been busy
booking acts for the Langelands,
Skanderborg and Jelling festivals.
At Langelands, Mike Oldfield will
headline with Angelique Kidjo,

ooyd dv

ALANIS MORISSETTE belts one out during
“Wetten dass?” (Bet you), a televised
game show in Germany. The March 20
performance took place at Saarland Hall
in Saarbruecken.

Robben Ford, Andrew Strong, and
the Oysterband. For Skanderborg,
Christophersen has confirmed the
Crash Test Dummies and Dr. Hook,
and for the Jelling festival, Del Amitri.

In the pop department, Christo-
phersen has two Boyzone concerts
coming up this summer, with one
show at the 4,000-capacity Scandi-
navian Congres Center in Aarhus on
June 5 and the other the following
day at Tivoli Garden in Copenhagen.
The Aarhus date is well on its way to
being sold out, said Christophersen.

Another big pop event for the
Danish summer season will see All
Saints headlining a series of seven
concerts around the country. The
annual charity-sponsored series,
called the Green Concerts, takes
place between July 9 and 18 at seven
different open-air sites and features
mostly Danish artists. The audience
capacities usually vary between
25,000 and 50,000, and last year’s
headliner was Aqua.

Norway: At TALENT FARM, RECENT
shows promoted by Trygve Kvandal
at the Rockefeller included Ani di
Franco and Fun Lovin’ Criminals,
both of which sold out to a 700-
strong crowd. Coming up in April
will be a week of shows around the
country with Jason and The Scorch-
ers, Kelly Willis in mid-May and
Steve Earle at the Rockefeller.
Kvandal has also expanded his
domestic agency roster with the
addition of Norwegian rock band
Madrugada. With a heavy rock
sound and English vocals, the band
has created a buzz around the release
of its first EP. Signed to Virgin,
Kvandal said he anticipates a lot of
interest beyond Norwegian borders.
The band is set to play festivals
through the summer and will tour
extensively in the autumn.

Reported by Karen Bliss
416.944.0930 Fax 416.944.9652
E-mail: karen@pollstar.com

* McCAIN FooDs LTD. HAS AGREED
to stop using The Parachute Club’s
‘80s political anthem, “Rise Up,” in
a national self-rising pizza-dough
commercial. The Toronto group
commenced legal proceedings in
January 1998.

-
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

The members of The Parachute
Club felt the integrity of the song and
its creators “have suffered damage
within the sphere of public credibil-
ity and our personal reputations.”

EMI Music Publishing predecessor
Screengems entered into an agreement
with The Parachute Club’s manage-
ment and publishing company, Cur-
rent Sounds, in 1987. The contract
The Parachute Club signed - and for
which it received a sizable advance -
allowed the company to license its
music in all commercials and films
except for political endorsements,
religious messages and X-rated
motion pictures - no word about
pizza dough.

McCain Foods, based in Florence-
ville, N.B,, said the company “pur-
chased the rights in good faith
from EML”

* UNi1VERSAL CONCERTS CANADA
has announced R.E.M.’s first concert
in Toronto since 1995. The band will
play its only Canada date (so far) at
the Molson Amphitheatre on August
24. Tickets have already gone on sale.

IT WAS A BUSY WEEKEND FOR
Universal Concerts at the 2,000-
capacity Warehouse in Toronto.
Starting March 18, three shows ina
row sold out - Collective Soul with
Marvelous 3; Stabbing Westward,
Placebo and Flick on the 19th; and
silverchair, Lit and Grinspoon on
the 20th.

* IRELAND’S THE CRANBERRIES,
whose singer Dolores O’Riordan
is married to a Canadian and
reportedly keeps a cottage north
of Toronto, are playing the Phoenix
Concert Theatre on May 8. Tickets
are on sale via the Internet only.
“You go to the Cranberries’ site
{(www.cranberries.com), and the site
refers you to Ticketmaster to buy tick-
ets,” says Universal’s central region
alternative talent buyer Elliott Lefko.
That is apparently the procedure
for the entire North American tour.
The intention, presumabily, is to drive
traffic to the group’s Web site. Off-
line fans have a few days to arrange
a hookup, find an online friend
or a Web café, because the ticket
announcement will occur on a
Monday and go on sale the following
Saturday.

* STEVE HERMAN, PRESIDENT OF
Core Audience Entertainment,

isio R — /zi/"’“ crs

also manages Toronto rock band

I Mother Earth, which last year
replaced its original singer with
newcomer Brian Byrne. The plati-
num-selling band, formerly signed
to Capitol/EMI, is now in the mixing
stage of its Universal Music Group
Canada debut at Quebec’s Morin
Heights studio with David Bottrill
(Tool). It was co-produced by IME
guitarist Jag Tanna and producer/
engineer Paul Northfield (Rush,
Moist, Hole).

Because Byrne has basically been
thrown into one of Canada’s most
successful bands with little touring
experience, the band is embarking
on a 15-date tour of the Maritimes
and smaller markets to work out
the kinks.

“The idea was just to get the band
to play more dates before the record
comes aut [in June] because they
haven’t played very many dates as the
new band,” explains Herman. “So
that’s the strategy. They’re like little
rehearsals.” The band plans to play
the new material.

However, Core will not be
promoting the shows. Universal
Concerts Canada is doing the Lakehead
University date in Thunder Bay,
Ontario (April 12), the Ramada
Ballroom in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.
(13) and Café Campus in Montreal,
Quebec (17). The remaining dates
are promoted by the colleges or bars
themselves: Nippissing University in
North Bay, Ont. (15); Big Thunder
in Sudbury, Ont. (16); Le Kasmir in
Quebec City (19-20); Centre Social
in Chicoutimi, Que. (23); Le
Masquisart in Trois Rivieres, Que.
(24); Exhibition Grounds in
Fredericton, NB (25); Chevy’s in
Moncton, NB (26); Myrons Pub in
Charlettetown, PEI (28); Marquee
in Halifax, NS (29-30); and Smooth
Herman’s in Sydney, NS (May 1).

“Universal has promoted the band
in the past, so we felt that if they were
interested, we should work with
them,” says Herman. “I'm liking that
idea for that project. And some of the
promoters on the tour have worked
with them, as well, from different
colleges.”

Byrne did a few warm-up gigs last
summer in Kingston and North Bay
before officially debuting at
Summersault at Molson Park in
Barrie, Ont., before 25,000 people.
From the moment he bounded
onstage, he was greeted with cheers
and the devil-horn rock salute from
dedicated IME fans.
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Reported by Bryan Jones
Fax 613.9499.7786
E-mail: bryan@pollstar.com

+ SHOOT HIM; HE'S THE PIANO
player. When Ben Folds Five
appeared on TV’s “The Midday
Show” two years ago, Folds climaxed
his set by bashing a stool on the
show’s piano. That raised the ire

of musical director Geoff Harvey,
who banned the act from the show.
But last year, the two made up over
drinks. Now Steinway Pianos, which
froze Fold’s endorsements, has also
offered the peace pipe. But Fold

has to show more respect toward
the instrument and have a clause
inserted in his contract stating that
he'd have to pay for damages if he
ever tries that again.

*+ GRINSPOON HAS DELAYED ITS
return from the U.S. until Septem-
ber/October. The group intended

to do a run through Aussie regional
cities in late April/May. Recent shows
included a team up with good buddies
silverchair in Chicago.

* RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUES
(RSL) clubs tend to be conservative
and somewhat hostile to rock and
rollers. But promoters Andy Cassell
and Andy Kelly couldn’t resist the
superior facilities, and they launched
a new club called Goldmans at the
Newton RSL Club in Sydney. The
cultural differences are quite obvious.
The RSL committee has told them

no patrons wearing “offensive
clothing” will be allowed in.

* STADIUM AUSTRALIA, SITE OF

the Sydney Olympics, is in the red
for $21.8 million after construction
costs proved to be greater than
anticipated. In the previous year,
Stadium Australia posted a $584,000
deficit. The stadium officially opened
March 7 and will host sports and
music concerts.

Chief executive Chris Chapman
would not predict when it would
financially turn the corner, saying,
“When we have only been open for
two weeks, it’s nonsense for us to
speculate on profits. People will run
away and get excited about the loss
but not understand we are coming
out of a construction period.” The
stadium was floated on the Austra-
lian SX in 1996 to help meet the
cost of the $615 million building.
The initial float was considered
something of a disaster when it was
under-subscribed by $236 million.
The $10,000 gold package, which
included seats to the Olympics,
membership in the stadium, and
shares in the trust and management
company, fell as low as $2,200.

KIDDIES ROCK PHENOMENON
The Wiggles sent a cease-and-desist
letter to a look-alike and sound-alike
group called the Giggles. The latter,
a group of charity workers from
regional Victoria, began giggling to
raise money for the state emergency
forces. But The Wiggles’ Paul Field
said it was important that their
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young audiences not be confused
by imitators.

* KYLIE MINOGUE - FROM SITCOM
star to rock star to gay icon to.....
Shakespearean thespian. She plays
Miranda in an 11-night run of
“The Tempest” put on by British
businessman Johnny Kidd and his
wife, Wendy, in their 17th-century
plantation home in Barbados. Tick-
ets range from $17 to $9,000 for

a season box.

*+ As THE STATE OF NEW SOUTH
Wales prepared for the March 27
elections, the Opposition party
promised to sponsor a $1 million
“battle of the bands” competition as
part of a $34.5 million grab for the
youth vote. The prize was free studio
time and an introduction to a record
company A&R person. The idea harks
back to the ’60s when the Twilights,
Groop and Groove won a national
competition called the Hoadley
Battle Of The Bands and got their
fare to London paid.

 EVEN IS UNDERTAKING GLOBAL
dates between March and May. They’ve
lined up shows in Los Angeles, New
York, Chicago, Seattle and Austin
before crossing the Atlantic to France
and Germany, where their BMG
Come Again album has been issued,
as well as the U.K. In May, a month
of dates in Japan will follow the
album’s issue.

MELBOURNE POWER PUNKSTERS
Eddie Would Go are doing 23 dates
through the U.S. in April since their
Groundwork EP got airplay on U.S.
college radio.

* WE GOT LETTERS ABOUT THE
David Bowie / Split Enz New Year’s
Day show in Gisborne, New Zealand.
Check for details at www.gisborne
2000.co.nz.

* ROBERT FORSTER AND GRANT
McLennan tour Australia through
April to coincide with the release
of their previous band’s, the
Go-Betweens, best of set, Bellavista
Terrace. The Oz dates will be fol-
lowed by shows throughout Europe
and the U.S.

In recent years, the Go-Betweens
have begun to achieve legendary
status especially in Europe, where
in 1997, a writer’s poll conducted
by French music magazine Les
Inrocktupitibles voted them Best

Band Of All Time. The yearlong
shows in London had them called
back for four encores, while The
Guardian newspaper wondered how
much R.E.M. had been inspired by
the Go-Betweens.

These days, Forster lives in Ger-
many, and McLennan in Brisbane,
where the band emerged in 1977.

* AUSTRALIAN BUSINESSMAN AND
billionaire philanthropist Richard
Pratt has set up a new musical
theatre company that is modeled
after New York’s Encore Series. The
Production Company, as it’s called,
will “rediscover” lost Broadway
shows, give actors work and make
the public aware of the quality of
local talent. The chairperson will be
Pratt’s wife, Jeanne, and GM will be
Nick Galloway. The first show opens
in June with “Mame,’“She Loves Me”
and “Funay Girl”

+ CRANBERRIES’ SINGER DOLORES
O’Riordan told this column that the
band is planning to tour Australia
in the southern spring.

* SWEDISH DEATH METAL BAND
Entombed does seven clubs (and a
festival) around the country between
April 15 and 24.

* AMERICA'S 22 JACKS ARE UNABLE
to come out in April to join Frenzal
Rhomb’s Do You Want To Fight Me
tour. [ronically, 22 Jacks pulled out
due to internal hassles, according

to Trading Post Agency GM Owen
Orford. Frenzal Rhomb hits the road
with Toe To Toe and picks up an
opening act in each state.

* THE DOGBITE FESTIVAL IN
Newcastle (April 17) confirms the
bill includes Custard, Pollyanna,
Frenzal Rhomb, Violetine, Eskimo
Joe, Canadian punk act Chixdiggit,
Toe To Toe, The Testeagles and
Swedish metal merchants Entombed.
Local acts include The Local Mon-
grels headed by Chinchen, Purplene,
Audiophile, Dostumlar, Atms Reach,
Mischling, the Clockwork PR Team,
Bias, ShankD, and Army of Prawns.
Dance-oriented types will be
catered to by Endorphin, Groove
Terminator, Atone, Mark N, Phat Ali,
Hedonist, Subsonic, Neotoke, and
Throb Goblin. Sydney act iOTA and
Screaming Jet Paul Woseen will be
performing acoustic shows on the
fringe stage. There are also BMX
displays, info stalls and fair rides. &«
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» One of the most highly anticipated concert
events of 1999 has to be the reunion tour of
Bruce Springsteen & The E Street
Band. Given the presumed computer literacy
of a substantial part of Springsteen’s audience,
you would think he'd have a prime piece of
Internet turf staked out to spread the word to
the faithful.

But a search for an official Web site for
The Boss only yielded a trip to www.sonymusic
-comyareists/BruceSpringsteen and it wasn’t
as cool as a drive down the Jersey shore. The
Columbia Records site is hardly the place for
fans who want updated information on
The Boss or this year's tour plans.

True. the site does list the original
itinerary of European tour dates, but it does
not include the additional dates that have
been added in the past few days. In fact,
the site doesn't appear to have been updated
since March 4th, when the first list of dates
was released to the world. And as of March
4th, the site still speaks of Springsteen’s
Rock and Roll Hall Of Fame induction as a
future event and makes no mention of the
Asbury Park rehearsal shows that took place
March I8th and [9th. in short, the official
Springsteen site is probably not the first
choice for fans hungry for the latest info.

But Net savvy fans have several, albeit,
unofficial Web sources that are plenty up-
to-date on Bruce. On Usenet, there's ak.music
.bruce-springsteen and rec.music.artists
.springsteen. Browsing those groups, we were
able to obtain the set lists for the Asbury Park
shows. descriptions of the concerts, and even
information on how to obtain a couple
of unauthorized MP3 files — bootlegs of
“Youngstown™ and “The Promise” purportedly
recorded at the rehearsal shows.

Ir short, there’s a lot of Bruce on the
Net. You just won't find it at official sources at
this point.

» s a search engine responsible for the
content it finds? Earlier this year, Lycos
licensed MP3 search engine technology
from Norwegian company FAST Search
& Transfer ASA. Now the International

yotwcre —

BYTES

Federation Of The Phonographic Industry
in London has launched proceedings against
FASY, saying that the search engine is guilty of
“contributory infringement under copyright
law.” And IFPI may just go after Lycos itself.
Yet, neither company actually stores MP3 files.
Instead, like all search engines, FAST merely
points to where the files may be obtained.
According to Reuters, FAST managing
director Espen Brodin said, “This is sort of
shooting the messenger boy rather than look-
ing at those who are putting out the stuff.”

» AMP3.com has announced a joint
venture with AudioSoft to develop an
e-commerce reporting and payment system.
This new system will be a totally secure
environment and will sell music singles for
99 cents apiece. The new system will enable
AMP3.com to track purchases, allocate copy-
right payments and report back to the artists.
Ore difference between other Web retail music
outlets is that AMP3.com will also have free
downloads of songs, yet the artists will still
receive a royalty payment even though the
listener hasn’t hought the song. The plan is for
artists to receive a 2 cent royalty payment for
each download

“In addition to the downloading royalties,
we split our advertising income with the
artists,” said AMP3.com CEO Michae! Sharp.
“If a potential advertiser decides to sponsor
a particular song by placing a short jingle ad
to be played before the song, AMP3.com and
the artist split the profits 50-50."

P It takes a orave soul to view pix of Rolling
Stones axeman Keith Richards av
natre/ But the Internet Entertainment Group
(IEG), which gained notoriety for marketing
a naughty Pamela Anderson/Tommy Lee video
and unleashing naked pictures of radio talker
Dr. Laura Schessinger on an unsuspecting
world, is betting that mucho eyeballs will get
satisfaction with pictures of Keith in his birth-
day suit. |EG claims to have obtained the
pictures legally and plans to show them free
of charge to subscribers of its “adult enter-
tainment” sites. &
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AGENCY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS:
Mario TIRADO

Blessid Union Of Souls hit radio hard with “Hey
Leonardo,” the first single from Waking off the Buzzon
Push / V2. Blessid hits the road this May and is available for
packaging this summer. <= Boney James has major
pop / jazz / urban charting success with his latest Warner
Bros. release, Body Language. Boney's Sweet Thing was
recently certified gold. He has Northeast avails june and
July, Midwest and West Coast avails in August and is avail-
able for packaging this summer. <>’ Bela Fleck and
the Bluegrass Sessions is a project due out late June
on Warners. This acoustic show will consist of core players
Bela, Jerry Douglas, Sam Bush and Tony Rice, and also
features players such as Vassar Clements, Tim O'Brien,
Stuart Duncan and Mark Schatz. There are three windows
of avails: September |- 6, 8-13 and October 18-24. Bela
Fleck and The Flecktones have Southeast avails
mid-September, late October and early November. There are
Northeast avails mid-late November. <~ Ann and
Nancy Wilson of Heart will mount an acoustic show
featuring their hits for select theatres this July and August.
~ Sammy Hagar and The Waboritas are
available for select engagements in support of the MCA
single “Mas Tequila.” < George Benson is back on
the toad this summer for theatre and festival engagements.
~= Steven Wright has Heartland / Midwest avails
from late April into May. —~ Big Bad Voodoo
Daddy are available for select corporate, festival and
packaging situations this summer. <> Incognito grace
the States this fall with a new release June 15th on Verve /
Universal. They have avails in late September and October.
«~=John Tesh will tour this fall in support of his PBS
special, accompanied on stage by a 21-piece orchestra. There
are Northeast avails mid-September in the Midwest, then in
the Southeast. ~ Little Feat have Midwest avails late
July and Northeast / Mid-Atlantic avails late August and
September. <= New clients 10,000 Maniacs' new (D,
The Earth Pressed Flat, will be in stores this April. They are
available for festivals, fairs and corporates. Call for avails
and packaging. ~= British groove band Down To The
Bone will visit the States this July, touring the East Coast.
~= Richard Jeni continues his run of theatres this fall.
~= Jean-Luc Ponty re-creates his record-setting
Imaginary Voyage album live, in its entirety, this fall.
Theatre and festival booking only. <= Billy Ray Cyrus
is just coming off a No. 3 record. The “Busy Man™ himself is
quite busy with touring, movies and television. Look for the
T8S wildlife series, “The Return of the Eagle,” airing April
Tth, which Billy Ray hosts. Also, he just completed taping as
a regular on the new David Lynch series, “Mulholland
Drive.” There are still avails scattered in the Midwest and
Northeast this summer. Look for a West Coast tour this fall.
<> The Bellamy Brothers have just inked a deal
to provide the theme music for Pier One Imports on their
television commercials. The “Let Your Love Flow” campaign
will air nationally throughout the year. The Bellamys
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ExcLusive AGENCY SIGNINGS

Agency for the Performing Arts
10,000 Maniacs * Calobo

ARTISTdirect
Mercury Rev

Artists & Audience
Asia * Gary Moore « Gary Wright
The Knack * The Raspberries

Ashley Talent International
The John Entwistle Band

The Billions Corporation
Pernice Brothers

The Bobby Roberts Company
Ambrosia

Bull Productions
The Hangups * The Honeydogs
Tangletown + Tim Easton

Don Law Agency
Howie Day

Mars Talent Agency
Mark Lindsay

Midnight Special Productions
Darnell Miller

Pyramid Entertainment
Men at Work

QBQ Entertainment
Hole

Variety Artists International
Michael Schenker Group « Strunz & Farah

William Morris Agency
Billie * Blondie * Diamond Rio *

Five Steps

MANAGEMENT SIGNINGS

All Things Unseen
The Dumb Earth + The Hired Guns

FDG Mgmt. & Prod.

Tyrese

Katselas Management
Swimmer

Lawman Management
Keith Sweat

Velvet Hammer Mgmt.
System Of A Down

REcorD COMPANY SIGNINGS

The M.0.B. Agency Doolittle

The Creatures feat. Siouxie Sioux & Budgie Trish Murphy

Muzik Management / Productions DreamWorks Nashville
Mollie O’Brien Jeff Foxworthy
Piedmont Talent Virgin America
Roomful Of Blues Manic Street Preachers
Pretty Polly Productions Windward

Grey Eye Glances Copperpot

continue to work some 200 dates a year. < Williams
& Ree are available to host / emcee fair and festival dates
this summer. < Heather Myles, who just showcased
this year at both NACA and $xSW, is available for opening
support slots and packaging this summer and fall. ~
Poison, Ratt and Great White team up for a tour of
the U.S. this summer, starting Memorial Day weekend. ~
Swimmer will release their debut album on Maverick
Records in Aprit. We are looking for creative packaging.
< Diane Schuur has just released her Atlantic
Records debut (D, Music /s My Life, produced by the legend-
ary Ahmet Ertegun. She is available for festivals and packag-
ing. <> APA welcomes Calobo to the roster. The band
has been selling out shows all over the western U.S. and is
available for creative packaging this summer.

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY:
Guy RicHARD

The Brian Setzer Orchestra has the fourth of July
available in the Midwest during the summer tour. Please
contact your territorial agent to discuss pricing.

THe M.O.B. AGENCY:
MiTtcH OKMIN

No Doubt’s new single from the Go soundtrack is
currently No. | at KROQ and is quickly approaching 1,500
spins a week throughout the country. No Doubt is currently
in the studio with Glen Ballard producing. A new record
and tour are expected this fall. They are currently accepting
offers for New Year’s Eve. > The Fountains of
Wayne single “Denise,” from their upcoming release, Jro-
pia Parkway, was the No. | most-added at alternative radio
this week. The Fountains will be hitting the Northeast for
some warm-up dates in early April, will then go to

Europe through May, and will be back touring the U.S. in
June. <= Berlin will be on the West Coast in April and
in the Southeast in early May. Terri Nunn and the guys are
available for select one-off dates, fairs, festivals and corpo-
rate shows. <> The Creatures’ new release, dnima
Animus, is currently No. 12 on the CM] charts and No. |7 on
the Gavin charts. Siouxsie Sioux and Budgie will be touring



the U.S. April |2th through May 10th. ~ Dread
Leppelin just completed a successful run of the West
Coast and will head to the South in May-une. Tortelvis and
the gang are planning on a Midwest run in July-August.
Dread Zeppelin is also available for fairs, festivals and cor-
porate shows. <~ Peter Himmelman and his band
are currently on the road in support of his new release, Love
Thinketh No Evil, Peter will be heading back to the Midwest
for some solo shows in late April and will be available for
select solo acoustic dates throughout May-June. ~>

The Church will have a new live record out in the sum-
mer and are planning to come back to the U.S. in September.

TABLE Top PRODUCTIONS:
GEORGE (GOSLING

Congrats dnd welcome to our new associate, John Webb.
John ran the Shire Road Pub in Sacramento and has oper-
ated his olvn agency, Star Attractions. <> We are happy
10 be working with legendary Bay Area act The Sons Of
Champlin. Led by Bill Champlin (2 member of the band
Chicago), the Sons were easily one of the best live groups to
come out;of the mid-60s San Francisco scene. Due to Bill's
touring skhedule with Chicago, this act has very limited
avails. They recently sold out the Filimore and the Aladdin in
Portland, and have a live recording out on Grateful Dead
Records. ~= We are also happy to report western U.S.
representation of Jay & The Techniques, featuring Jay
Proctor, and the original line up of The Box Tops, with
Alex Chilton. Both representations are through an arrange-
ment with Rick Levy Management. These two groups seidom
play the West Coast. ~ Pablo Cruise has many
summer dates open. I've seen the band twice recently and
this version is as good as the original, with the addition of
female background vocalists and extra percussion. Founding
members Bud Cockrell and Dave Jenkins lead the group
through their many hits. They can sell hard tickets and are
always|a big hit with crowds. <= We continue our associa-
tion with Elvin Bishop, who is taking selected festival
dates this summer in support of his recent CD, /he Skin

/'m In; on Alligator Records. <= Don't forget Robert
Sea & Key West (the Jimmy Buffett tribute band),
Heatwave (a tribute to Linda Ronstadt) and The
Dynatones with a new release, Shake This Mess, out
soon. ~<= Most of our acts are still available for New Year’s
Eve and we're not quoting ridiculous prices, either.

MARS TALENT AGENCY:
WENDY KAY

Mars Talent is proud to announce exclusive representation
of Mark Lindsay, former lead singer of Paul Revere &
The Raiders. Mark will be touring with The Sensational
Sixties Show, featuring Gary Lewis & the Playboys, Mitch
Ryder, and the Shangri-Las. <> The Tokens, featuring
orig/nal lead singer Jay Seigel, have been very busy touring

and celebrating the successful rerelease of their hit single,
“The Lion Sleeps Tonight.”

Muzik MANAGEMENT / PRODUCTIONS:
Dick RENKO

We are proud to announce the signing of Sugar Hill record-
ing artist Mollie O’Brien for U.S. and (anadian book-
ings. Mollie has built a reputation as one of the best vocalists
performing today. Her current release, 8jg Red Sun, as well
as her work with brother Tim O'Brien, have garnered her
accolades from the public, critics and fellow musicians alike.
Mollie will be on tour in Australia and New Zealand with
guitarist Nina Gerber through April 15th. Mollie has scat-
tered avails throughout 1999 and early 2000 with her band,
as well as duo avails with Nina. <~ Trout Fishing In
America have taken a few weeks from their heavy touring
schedule to wrap up recording on their next album, set for a
fall 1999 release. This will be the ninth album release for the
prolfic duo since 1990. They have limited avails for festivals
and performing arts centers through 1999 and the spring

of 2000. = Sugar Hill recording artists The Austin
Lounge Lizards have a few avails in the Northeast in
mid-May and in the Southeast in August. <= Red House
Recording artists Hart Rouge have scattered avails

in the U.S. through the summer and fall. <= Irish-born
guitarist Coln Reid has
U.S. avails September 24th
through October 8th.
Reviews of his Yeesik Records
release have been nothing
short of stunning.

PIEDMONT

INDUSTRY: HOTWIRE

Long John Hunter and Phillip Walker. These three Texas-bred
guitar slingers have a (D due out in May on Alligator
Records. Select dates are available. Lonnie’s band will back
the three frontmen, and a horn section will be added to fill
out the band. <= Also, The Rolling Fork Review
will tour this summer. This ensemble, named after the
birthplace of Muddy Waters, consists of Muddy's son, Big Bill
Morganfield, whose debut CD is due out now on Blind Pig,
along with Bob Margolin and Pinetop Perkins. <~ Maria
Muldaur has an April release, Meer Me Where They Play
the Blues, on Telarc Records. < Michael Hill’s
Blues Mob will make their long-overdue West Coast run
in August. A few July dates are open out East. <> Little
Charlie & The Nightcats are all over the map this
summer, from Edmonton to England and all across the U.S.
<> Tracy Nelson has select dates open, either with
her own band or as a guest with The Nighthawks. <=
Eddy “The Chief” Clearwater will tour all summer
and do a West Coast run with Duke Robillard in September.
Duke played on and produced Eddy’s latest W.C. Handy-
nominated (D, (oo/ Blues Walk. <~ R.L. Burnside
will accept a limited number of dates this summer. Heavier
touring will follow in the fall. <> Smokin’ Joe
Kubek with Bnois King, Cephas & Wiggins,
Long John Hunter, and Rev. Billy C. Wirtz also
are generally available. Book New Year's Eve now.

THE SOUNDS OF THE

Led by Kaaren Ragland

TALENT:

SteveE HECHT
Holy cow, it's busy here!
With the recent signing of
Bullseye recording artist
Roomful Of Blues,
we now represent three of
the five artists nominated
for W.C. Handy awards for
Blues Band Of The Year. The
other two nominees are
Walter “Wolfman”
Washington and
Anson Funderburgh
& The Rockets with
Sam Myers. <~

In addition to those great
artists, we are booking two
packages. The Lone
Star Shootout is a
package of Lonnie Brooks,

e 33 Countries

e 100s of
Sellout Shows

e Rave Reviews

* Energy Packed

Performances
e All the Hits

e All the Glamour

r.‘ -
LATTRACTIONS P

Universal Attractions
Contact: Jack Bart
Tel: 212-582-7575
Fax: 212-333-4508




HOTSTAR

ialing up

L-R: Paige Haley,
Ryan Shuck, Jay Gordon,
Bobby Hewitt, Amir Derakh

We’re going to tour

until we’re all dead.’

20

MARCH 29,

Orgy frontman Jay Gordon, the reporter on

the phone looks forward to outrageous stories of sex,

drugs and rock ‘n’ roll. The band’s name

is Orgy, after all.

Plus, band members Jay Gordon,
Amir Derakh, Ryan Shuck, Paige Haley
and Bobby Hewitt look the part of a
wicked rock band, with multicolored
hair, heavy gothic makeup and fashion
directly off a Paris runway.

Surprisingly, the man who picks
up the other end of the line is not
the ringmaster of a decadent touring
sexcapade. He’s a well-spoken profes-
sional who is repeatedly forced to put
the conversation on hold to take care
of business. Whether it’s a question of
a band expense or equipment specs,

Gordon is obviously the man with the answers.

When probed for scandalous tour stories, Gordon told
POLLSTAR there are good times on the road but it’s not
a day-in, day-out party. Maintaining his professional
demeanor, Gordon said his bandmates realize it’s important
to treat a musical career with respect.

“We want to win right now;” he said. “So we're all really
digging in and doing all we can to keep our heads on straight”

Gordon knows winning takes more than keeping
it together mentally, however. In addition to a compelling
sound, image is important when developing a career as
a musician.

During the mid-90s, bands often forgot they were in
show business, Gordon said. “We want to make it a big
thing,” he said about Orgy. “It’s got to be a little bit of the
hype, a little bit of the show.”

Bands that came out of the Seattle scene didn't really
make a lasting impression, he said. “It was like, ‘Hey, here
we are in flannel and we’re American and we’re Bruce
Springsteen and Neil Young. Here we are doing that again
and it’s about apple pie and grunge’

9  “They were really stars in their way but people forgot
about them, too,” Gordon said. “They didn’t really make an
impact. They probably didn’t care to but I think as quick as
that whole movement came and [went], they needed to do
a little bit more.... ’'m sorry. That’s the way I feel”

Gordon said a band’s ability to keep its music and
visuals interesting is an important factor for sustaining
a career. “I want this to go on for a while,” he said. “You have
to be creative enough so you keep reinventing some kind
of coolness. There has to be that factor there to maintain
longevity.”

It’s obvious Gordon is talking about rock’s first chame-
leon - David Bowie. When Bowie’s name is mentioned,
Gordon’s response is immediate. “My hero,” he said with
conviction. “My pop-icon hero.”

1999 * PQUSIAR

The love of Bowie - and the glam look - might lead
some to think Orgy is “Bowie - The Band.” Others expect
a KORN clone because Orgy was the first band signed to
KORN'’s Elementree Records.

Orgy is neither Bowie nor KORN, however. The sound
is metal hard, but like one reporter said, it doesn’t go thud.
One of the best descriptions is: “Marilyn Manson and
Duran Duran raging against the pretty hate machine.”

It’s pop music, though; “death pop” as Orgy says. “What
we do is real. We don’t have a gimmick. We're not satanic. I'm
not redoing Spiders From Mars.” Gordon said his band is
“blending a bunch of different stuff to see what kind of
juice” it comes up with.

The mixture of musical styles in Orgy’s music inspired
the band’s name, Gordon said. With influences ranging from
Bauhaus to Duran Duran, the music is a collage of sounds,
like his favorite bands engaged in an orgy.

Orgy joined some of its favorite bands, including
KORN, on last year’s Family Values Tour, an outing that
featured an eclectic lineup of acts ranging from Limp Bizkit
to Ice Cube.

The styles of those artists may be varied, but they have
something in common: managers Jeff Kwantinetz, Peter
Katsis and Gayle Boulware of The Firm.

Gordon said the company is in an admirable position,
having KORN, Ice Cube, Limp Bizkit and now, the Backstreet
Boys on its roster. “It’s making them one of the most power-
ful management firms in the business.”

That comment doesn’t come from a rock novice. Orgy’s
band members have worked in various projects within the
music business for a long time. Despite knowledge of the
concert industry - or because of it - Orgy decided to pass up
years of club hopping to build its fan base.

Instead, the band recorded its debut CD, Candyass, and
then hit the road playing big venues with Family Values.

“There’s kind of a mystery behind the thing,” Gordon
said. “We didn’t need to play clubs and just beat a dead horse.”

Orgy is building a fan base, Gordon said, but it’s just
happening in a different way. The band hit the airwaves hard
with its debut single, a cover of New Order’s “Blue Monday.”
It touched hundreds of
thousands of fans during
the Family Values Tour.

BOOKING AGENCY
Creative Artists Agency Now, the band is on a
Darryl Eaton North American outing
310.288.4545 with Love and Rockets.
“We’re going to tour until
MANAGEMENT we're all dead,” Gordon
The Firm said.
Joi mgﬂw Life on the road may
310.246.9000 be serious business for
Orgy but voyeurs need
RecorRD CoMPANY not despair. Gordon
Elementree / Reprise finally conceded that he
81 :«;c;rdsm and his bandmates do
R indeed live up to their
band name.
“We're definitely

freaks,” he said. “Crazy shit happens all the time. Obviously,
we weren’t afraid to call our band Orgy. we have no problem
with any kind of organized event at all.” &



. NEW TOURS THIS WEEK

54-40 (Canada)

Addison Groove Project
Green

Amor Belhom Duo

Big Sky

The Blue Rags

Bobby McFerrin

Brenda Lee

Buck Cherry

Buffalo Daufmer (Japan)

Built To Spil

Chayanne

Day By The River

The Delta 72

Discount

Edith Frost
Eminem

Fathead

Grey Eye Glances

Hipster Daddy-0 and The Handgrenades

Hugh Masekela

Human Disorder

The Impotent Sea Snakes

John McLaughlin

Kelly Joe Phelps (United Kingdom)
Los Palominos

Los Straitjackets

Maceo Parker

Macha

Mary Prankster
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