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Republican Skunk

SFX Acquires
Half Of Haymon

SFX ENTERTAINMENT 1S AGAIN
expanding its horizons,
adding a new component to its
empire and reorganizing parts of
its business.

The mega-promoter has agreed
1o acquire 50 percent of A.H.
Enterprises Inc., the country’s
top urban music promoter and a
major force in national tour
promotions.

Owner Al Haymon has been the
leading promoter of urban music
for nearly two decades. He has
presented national tours with
Whitney Houston, Janet Jackson,
M.C. Hammer, Boyz Il Men and
many others. Haymon will join the
SFX team.

SFX also recently completed
a realignment of its businesses.
Previously organized on-a
geographical basis, the company
is now split into four separate
segments: music, theatrical, family
entertainment and sports.

SEX’s sports operation, which
previously ran as independent
companies, will unite. The
company’s Sports Group includes
The Marquee Group, which houses
ProServ, Sports Marketing &

Television Interna-
tional, Athletes and
Artists, and other
sports- and enter-
tainment-related
businesses. Also
under the SFX
Sports Group
umbrella are
FA.M.E. and
Integrated Sports
International.
David Falk will
continue as chair-
man of the sports
operations, with
executive VP/COO
Curtis Polk and
executive VP Bill
Allard sharing over-
all responsibility for

AP Pheto

WaR /1as obviously taken its toll on Eric Burdon as he
offers up some birthday cake given to him for his big 58th.

the group. He celebrated May 13th with his band, The New Animals,
As part of the at Friend of a Farmer East in Roslyn, N.Y.
reorganization,

SFX and Marquee

Group CEO Bob Gutkowski will
part ways. Gutkowski plans to
pursue other opportunities.

announced plans to open similar
venues in Los Angeles and Berlin.

Replicating the model that
made his intimate Big Apple venue
popular among artists, band repre-
sentatives and fans alike, Michael
Dorf said he plans to have clubs
open in each city during the first
quarter of 2000.

Knitting A Club Network

THE OWNER OF NEW YORK
City’s Knitting Factory has
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“We will be bringing into town
stuft that wouldn’t otherwise
probably play in Los Angeles,”
Dorf told POLLSTAR. “Then we'll
be sort of filling out some of the
gaps in the areas where there’s
already a healthy scene.”

Dorf, who once managed the
rock band Swamp Thing, founded
the Knitting Factory in 1987 as a
home to the city’s jazz community.
Soon after, the club and its artist-
friendly operating methods
became well known among bands
and music industry professionals.

As an artist manager, “I sort
of knew all the deals that I got
screwed on, and used that as a way
to decide what 1 did not want to do
or become,” he said. “I think that
honesty has given us a relationship
and a pretty good reputation in
the industry as being a good place
to perform.”

Dor{ is putting that belief into
building not only the new venues,

but also the Knitting Factory
brand name, which includes

Pros On The Move

Veteran agent James Yelich has left CAA's Nashville office after three years.
Yelich plans to take a sabbatical to spend time with his family in Montana, as
well as to pursue other interests. He has worked in the country music industry
for 15 years. Before joining CAA, he had his own agency, Chief Talent, where
he represented Alan Jackson. Prior to that, he helped open the Nashville office

a strong independent record label
with an aggressive online
presence.

“In that sense, we’re much
bigger in terms of the name than
if we were just a brick-and-mortar
type of operation,” he said.
Further plans call for eventually
constructing clubs in San Fran-
cisco, Tokyo and London, as well.

The 300-something-capacity
Los Angeles venue, which will also
have a separate space of less than
100 capacity, will share a similar
format to its New York sibling,
with a strong dose of rock and
jazz.“There’s certainly a pretty
healthy underground avant-garde
scene that we want to support,”
he said of the region’s jazz cats.
“And we know that there’s obvi-

ously a very strong pop-alternative

rock circuit that needs to play in
Los Angeles.”
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of Triad Artists.

Bill Silva Presents has moved from its San Diego digs to be closer to its
Universal Concerts parent. The company, formally titled Universal/Hewitt/
Silva, is now located at 898! Sunset Boulevard, Suite 303, Los Angeles, Calif.,
90069. Phone is 310-246-5200 and fax is 310-246-5201. Universal Concerts
remains at its headquarters in Universal City.

Edward Gaylord has retired after 25 years as head of Gaylord Entertainment
Co. and has handed the chairman reins to his son E.K. Gaylord Il. The elder
Gaylord now serves as chairman emeritus of the company which owns the
Grand Ole Opry radio show, the Opryland Hotel, a music publishing

company, a gospel music label and other holdings. His son previously served

as vice chairman and has been a director of the company since 1991. In addi-
tion, Joseph Crace has been promoted to the newly created position of
executive VP and COO of Gaylord. He will continue to serve as the company’s

CFO as well.

The original lineup of Genesis -

including Peter Gabriel and Phil Collins -

is in a U.K. studio recording a new track for the group's upcoming “best of”
compilation, according to the Los Angeles Times. Producer Trevor Horn would
only say, “amazing," when asked about the group's efforts so far. There's no

word yet on any tour plans.

Dorf isn’t concerned about
the competition in the Los Angeles
market. “I don’t think there’s one
venue currently in Los Angeles
that would hear the Knitting
Factory is coming in [and say],
‘Oh, no. I'm nervous, because we
don’t step on people’s toes that
way; he said. “We really are a very
nice complement to the musical
segments that are already existing
there. I don’t really think we're
going to take away business from
anybody.”

The synergy created between
the clubs and the growing Knitting
Factory label, which acquired
fellow indie Shimmy-Disc some
18 months ago, will facilitate the
operations’ success, he said.

“When we open in Los Angeles,
we'll have an e-mail list of over
10,000 people who we know like
the music that will be appearing
over the first couple of months,”
he said. In terms of marketing,
“We're going to be able to deliver
a relationship with the customer
that is a little bit beyond the
typical club.”

The company’s move into the
European club market reflects
the success of its original venue.
“Part of what New York has given
us access to is this tremendous
and vivacious music community
that has earned a living essentially
in Europe and not necessarily in
this country.”

The Berlin venue will feature
two stages and receive manage-
ment support from the operators
of the Stadtgarten in Cologne,
Germany.

“It’s hard enough doing one
successfully and now doing
three is going to certainly be a
challenge,” Dorf said.

A New Way
To Hard Rock

THE ENORMOUS ATLANTA
Motor Speedway will soon be
overrun by alternative rock bands
and their fans. On June 5th, the
Hard Rock RockFest presented by
Oldsmobile Alero will showcase 11
popular modern rock bands.



Scheduled to appear are The Off-
spring, Everlast, Third Eye Blind,
Live, Sugar Ray, Collective Soul,
Eve 6, Marvelous 3, silverchair,
Better Than Ezra, and Mighty
Mighty Bosstones. Attendance for
the show is expected to exceed
150,000.

While one-off fests are com-
monplace, RockFest is offering
a different take on the concept.

All 11 bands will play nearly their
full sets for a ticket price of $28.50.
It's also worth noting that not all
the artists are currently promoting
a new release.

The all-day event is coproduced
by the new Hard Rock Produc-
tions division of Hard Rock Cafe
International and veteran special
event producer Warner/TBA. This
RockFest is the first of three such
events the Hard Rock - Warner/
TBA partnership will produce.

“This is initially a three-year
arrangement,” said Chris

Tomasso, director of Hard Rock
Productions. “Hopefully, it will
become an annual event and it will
grow each year”

Hard Rock Productions is the
parent company’s official move
into the mainstream concert busi-
ness. The Hard Rock name has
long been associated with club-
level concerts but the new division
marks a deeper involvement and
RockFest is its biggest undertaking
so far.

“This is a really important
branding effort for Hard Rock
Cafe. We really want to attract the
next generation of music fans,”
Tomasso said. “We’re taking a big
step in producing this event. We're
dealing with the agents and the
bands directly.”

He added that RockFest is his
company’s top marketing initiative
for 1999 and Hard Rock Cafe is
putting all its muscle behind it.
“We are funding the event. We are

A 70’s Soul Jam

showing these bands’ videos in
Hard Rock Cafes all over the
world. We're giving [the artists]
tremendous exposure in a variety
of ways.”

Corporate sponsors of
RockFest, including title sponsor
Oldsmobile Alero, Circuit City,
Discover Card, Entertainment
Weekly and Certs, have generated
more exposure for the bands, cre-
ated a variety of cross-promotions
and made the low-dough ticket
possible.

“Our radio partner in Atlanta,
99X, has been outstanding,’
Tomasso said. “We had a sponsor
meeting at the speedway in Atlanta
and [ was absolutely blown away
by how into it the sponsors were
and how much they wanted to
cross-promote in order to add
value to the show.”

The value-added experience is
inherent to Hard Rock Produc-
tions’ business philosophy. “I hope

this is a new trend,” said Tomasso.
“We've really been concentrating
on the details in order to give the
fans more of what they want.”

His division has more at stake
than just the one huge event.

It is also working on a subsequent
concert series in conjunction with
Warner/TBA.

“It’s a long-term investment,”
said Warner/TBA chief Brian
Murphy. “The real motivation is
to find a better way to market
music. What we’ve been able to
do with RockFest is engage the
right combination of commercial
involvement with benefits back to
the artists and the fans. Festivals
are expensive to produce and
expensive to the fans. It’s essential
that we reinvent the way these
events are produced and presented
to the public.”

Murphy said the same prin-
ciples will apply to the concert
series that will hit the road later
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this summer. “We're going to go
into six Hard Rock Cafe-specific
markets at a minimum and do
smaller shows. They will be
promotionally driven shows 1o
matintain the low ticket price”

The smaller concert festivals
may be held in the Hard Rock Cafe
parking lots. “We're not interested
in competing with amphitheatres
or arenas,” Murphy said.

The production partnership has
been careful to respect the local
promoters in its promotion of
RockFest as well. In the final weeks
before this vear’s SFX-produced
Music Midtown festival in Atlanta,
RockFest went into what Murphy
called a “quiet period” where it
did no media advertising.

“The whole idea right now is to
cultivate relationships. That means
with the communities, the artists,
their representatives, the fans -
everyone,” he said.

Fighting For Latino Stars

LATIN MUSIC IS BIG AND
agetting bigger as was dramati-
cally proven last week when Ricky
Martin’s new album sold more
than 600.000 units in its
SoundScan chart debut. With the
bigger numbers comes increasing

pressure from media outlets to
obtain exclusive appearances.

Spanish-language television
network Telemundo is accusing
rival network Univision of
pressuring Enrique Iglesias and
Shakira to cancel appearances on
a talk show, the Los Angeles Times
reported.

The host of the Telemundo
program “El Show de Jaime Bayly”
claims representatives of the two
Latin pop stars canceled appear-
ances out of fear that Univision
would punish the artists, accord-
ing to the paper.

Alleged threats made by
Univision - which has nine times
as many viewers as Telemundo -
reportedly include canceling
upcoming specials about Shakira
and Iglesias.

Univision and Telemundo
would not comment on the alleged
dispute; however, reps of the two
singers reportedly substantiated
Telemundo’s claims.

Iglesias® manager, Fernan
Martinez, said Univision contacted
him after discovering the singer
would appear on Telemundo,
prompting the cancellation.
“There is nothing strange, nothing
funny there,” Martinez told the
Times. “That means 40 points in
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Short Items Of Note

SFX has lathered up a deal with Johnson & Johnson to sponsor the first ever
kids music festival. “Nickelodeon's All That Music and More brought to you by
Johnson's Kids Hair Care” will play about 35 SFX venues. The tour, which is
adapted from Nickelodeon's hit television series “All That,” will bring together
the show's cast members with pop music stars like Monica and 98 Degrees,
as well as a rotating lineup of groups including B*Witched and Tatyana Ali.

As part of its promotional campaign, &) will provide an “All That” magnet and
key chain in the packaging of its retail products. The company will conduct
product sampling during shows as well. Kids can also enter a sweepstakes to
win prizes such as tickets and backstage passes.

Natalie Cole had to cancel her appearance at the St. Lucia Jazzfest because
of damaged vocal cords. Erykah Badu replaced her at the open-air concert
May|5th on the Caribbean island nation. Cole was told by doctors to rest her
voice for seven to 10 days after a series of performances in Las Vegas.

No Doubt has filed a trademark infringement lawsuit against apparel manufac-
turer No Fear, which produces a line of clothing bearing the band’s name. The
group’s suit claims that having “No Doubt™ printed on clothing manufactured
by the company can cause confusion relating to the affiliation between the two
entities, according to various reports. No Fear, however, reportedly owns the
trademark to the No Doubt name, although the band has used the name on
products since the mid-'80s. The suit seeks to halt the company's use of the
No Doubt mark as well as sales of its current clothing line bearing the name.

Coolio has pleaded innocent to charges he carried a concealed handgun in his
car. The rapper, whose real name is Artis Leon Ivey Jr., entered the plea May
19th before a Torrance, Calif., Superior Court judge, who set a July 7th pretrial
hearing. Coolio pleaded innocent to the charge in February, changed the plea
to no contest in March, then withdrew it in April. No explanations were given.
He was driving his Humvee in a suburban area last September when a sheriff’s
deputy stopped him for allegedly driving on the wrong side of the road. He told
the deputy he had a gun in a door pouch, prosecutors said, and the deputy
seized a 9 mm semiautomatic pistol.

Elvis Crespo was the big winner at the Premio Lo Nuestro Awards in
Miami with five trophies May 6th. In the tropical category, Crespo took album
of the year for Suavemente, male artist of the year, group or duet of the year
with Milly, new artist of the year, and song of the year for “Suavemente.”
Behind Crespo was ranchero star Pepe Aguilar, who won three awards in the
regional Mexican genre, including album of the year, male artist of the year
and song of the year. In pop, singer Shakira shared honors with the band Mana.
Mexican regional female artist of the year went to Ana Gabriel, while Olga
Tanon won in the tropical category. Heartthrob Ricky Martin won pop male
artist and pop song of the year.

Folk-singing legend Pete Seeger was recently honored at an annual event

in Croton-On-Hudson, N.Y. This year's observance of shad run {when the oily
little fish detours from the ocean to spawn in the Hudson) also celebrated
Seeger's 80th birthday, which was May 3rd. He has long been associated with
Clearwater, the clean-river organization. The white-bearded Seeger played

for a crowd at Riverlovers Shadfest that sang and swayed to tunes like “If | Had
A Hammer."

The GAS Entertainment Company has been retained to create, coordinate and
produce the music for the inaugural Gravity Games set for September 9-12
in Providence, R.I. GAS execs Gary Gersh and John Silva will also promote the
adrenaline sports and lifestyle festival.

As the conflict in Yugoslavia continues to rage without an end in sight, the
United Service Organizations launched a concert series to deliver a “touch

of home" to troops stationed near the Balkans conflict. Operation Allied
Entertainment commenced earlier this month with a comedy tour hitting bases
in Spain, Greece and ltaly. Country crooners Paul Brandt and Claudia Church
were scheduled to wrap up a weeklong outing in the region May 23rd.

The USO-produced effort has scheduled a June éth Reba McEntire concert at
Aviano Air Base in Italy. McEntire will perform a free show for approximately
9,000 troops at the facility. Upcoming tours also include Joan Jett, Larry Gatlin,
and Blues Traveler members John Popper and Chan Kinchla. The Dallas
Cowboys Cheerleaders will also tour military bases between July [-10.

In the April 19th issue of POLLSTAR, the ad for EventBooking.com contained
a series of endorsements from William Morris agents who are highly support-
ive of this new service. To some, however, the ad may have implied that there
is a financial or business relationship between EBC and the agency. No such
relationship exists and we apologize for any confusion this may have caused.



Jonette Novak

CoMEDY LEGENDS Harvey Korman and Tim Conway have
still got it. The duo’s April 21st show at Mystic Lake Casino
Hotel in Prior Lake, Minn., sold out so fast that another
performance was added for the next night. The funnymen
have about 30 dates booked at U.S. casinos this year.

L-R: Kerman, Mystic Lake’s David Julian and Conway.

the ratings compared with two
or three with Telemundo. It’s pure
elemental math where you go.”

According to Shakira’s manager
for Latin America, Patricia Tellez,
an exec for Estefan Enterprises
told her “if she did this show,
Univision wouldn’t do a series of
programs [featuring Shakira] that
were scheduled for this year,” the
paper said.

A spokesperson for Estefan
Enterprises, which handles
Shakira’s appearances outside
of Latin America and produces
her music, reportedly denied the
claim and blamed the cancellation
on scheduling conflicts.

Cardinals Don’t Rule

HE NFL's AR1zZONA

Cardinals still have no place
to call home after Mesa voters
rejected a $1.8 billion convention
center and sports complex.

A 30 percent voter turnout,
twice as big as expected, provided
for a one-sided blowout May 18th.
The vote was 60 percent to 40 per-
cent against a sales tax increase to
help pay for the Rio Salado Cross-
ing project; nearly the same per-
centage quashed the project itself.

Voters in Mesa were asked to
authorize a quarter-cent sales tax

and extend an
existing quarter-
cent sales tax
beyond its 2006
expiration date
to help pay the
public’s $507
million share
of the project,
which would
have included

a 67,000-seat
stadium that
could expand

to 78,000 for big
events like the
Super Bowl.

Rio Salado’s
rejection created
immediate spe-
culation that
the Cardinals might move the
franchise. The team has played in
Arizona State University’s Sun
Devil Stadium for the 11 seasons
since it moved from St. Louis. The
Cardinals are the only franchise in
the four major professional sports
that plays on a college campus.

However, team VP and general
counsel Michael Bidwill refused to
suggest the team would consider
moving to another city.

Plus, Arizona House Speaker
Jeff Groscost suggested that Rio
Salado is not dead, that it could
be revised and brought back to
voters. He said a new proposal
would likely feature little or no
local sales taxes and emphasize
user fees and money recaptured
from a state sales tax. He also said
more communities would have to
be involved.

Any new vote would have to
come by the end of October
because the state law that would
authorize it would expire then.

Taxpayers Against Rio Salado
spokesperson Manny Cortez said
any move by Groscost to revive
the project “would be political
suicide.”

“It’s not just the Cardinals’
stadium, it’s the fact people are
getting tired of taxes,” he said.
“I've always said we're being

INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

nickeled and dimed to death. It’s
time to say enough is enough.”

Meanwhile, voters in suburban
Scottsdale approved forming a
stadium district which could lead
to a new 20,000-seat arena for the
NHLs Phoenix Coyotes. The Coy-
otes say they can’t make money at
America West Arena in downtown
Phoenix, where they have limited
revenue capability and more than
4,000 seats have an obstructed
view of the ice. A second vote on a
financing package for that effort is
planned this fall. If the Coyotes are
successful, their new home would
become the fourth arena in the
Phoenix market.

Both projects are the result of
an Arizona law that lasted two
years before it was recently
repealed by the legislature. Under
that law, if two or more cities form
a stadium district for a project,
half of the sales taxes generated

r<Joe Louis Arena-
CONCERTS.

active member of

ArenaNetwork

“The best new option
in concert promotions.”

by that project would be funneled
back to it.

Fan Fair
Ticket Sales Slow

ORGANIZERS FOR THIS
year’s annual International
Country Music Fan Fair have an
unusual problem on their hands
— unsold tickets.

While $90 tickets to the
weeklong event once sold out by
February, the Nashville music fest
may not sell out at all this year.

But it’s not for lack of top-notch
talent. Brooks & Dunn, George
Jones, Alan Jackson, Randy Travis,
John Michael Montgomery, Faith
Hill, Wynonna, and Deana Carter
are expected to join the hundreds
of country acts signing autographs
and performing at the Tennessee
State Fairgrounds beginning
June 14th.

PROMOTING METROPOLITAN DETROIT
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SCENES FROM ST. LuCiA JAZZ FESTIVAL

oi04d 4V

KooL & THE GANG'S Robert Kool Bell (L) and Charles
Smith get down during the band’s May 15th
perfornzance.
Conc ," ALL h.e’s got, Frankie Beverly cuts loose for B CoLrman, son of jazz legend John
s Moy 16th gig with Maze. .
S 8Wene, performs at the National Cultural
Centre in Castries, St. Lucia, May 14th.

AP Photo

BOOMINC JAZZ star
Jos¢ Mliciano
soaks up the
warmth of the fans
during the festival’s
final day.

oroyd 4y

THE CROWD IS READY (0 boogie during Kool & The Gang’s set under the St. Lucian sun.

ON 1™ OPENING

night & the festival,
Freddie Jackson casts
a romantic spell on
the audience.

AP Photo

owYd Y

SAXOPHONIST David Sanborn, accompanied by bassist Hiram Bullock, gets a
groove going on the second day of the St. Lucia Jazz Festival. The event took
place on the Caribbean island May 14-16.

P10 RicAN-BORN flutist Nesto Torres was among the featured
SWSvational jazz luminaries.
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Many blame the slump on
the closing of the Opryland USA
theme park. The ticket price used
to include admission to the park
before it closed in January 1998.

The dip in popularity of
country music at radio was also
cited by industry observes as a
factor for declining ticket sales.
Ratings are down, according to
M-Street Journal Publisher Robert
Unmacht. “In 1994, 12.7 percent
of radio listeners were tuned into
country music stations. By 1998,
it was 9.8 percent.”

Unmacht thinks rock star level
success may be catching up with
the country music industry.

“They are getting more
remote,” he said of some stars.
“Garth Brooks and Reba McEntire
only play big venues since they got
so big. Country stars used to play
local venues and a fan had a pretty
good chance of meeting them.
That’s not the case now. And the
younger stars come and go so fast
that fans don’t have time to bond
with them.”

On the bright side, Opry Mills,
a $230 million entertainment com-
plex of shops, bars and restaurants,
is set to replace Opryland USA in
spring 2000. Also, ground will be
broken next month on a new,
larger building for the Country
Music Hall of Fame. So things may
look up for Fan Fair in the future.

In the meantime, reports have
suggested that Fan Fair 2000 will
move from the fairgrounds to the
Nashville Arena. However, CMA
Executive Director Ed Benson
told POLLSTAR that changes to
next year’s event have not yet been
determined.

He said Fan Fair is currently
undergoing a strategic study by
the CMA, as is the case every three
or four years. The CMA will
evaluate the event considering the
current climate in the Nashville
tourism market and in country
music before a final decision
is made.

Court Props Up
Joe Diffie
CINCINNATI APPEALS
court has upheld a lower
court ruling that Joe Diffie’s hit
country tune “Prop Me Up Beside
The Jukebox If I Die” is indeed
original.

The court ruled that while
Diffie’s chorus is similar to that of
songwriter Everett A. Ellis’ ballad
“Lay Me Out By The Jukebox
When I Die,” the songs were
written independently.

Ellis sued Diffie, his publisher,
record company, three songwriters
and several others, claiming his
chorus was stolen.

Diffie’s song reached No. 3
on the country chart in 1993.

According to court records,
the Ellis song was a revised version
of “Aunt Belle,” about an aunt
who wanted to be laid out when
she died by the jukebox in her
tavern. Diffie’s song was a revised
version of “Double Two-Steppin’
Honkeytonk,” which included a
line about being propped up
against a jukebox after death.

The district court found that
Ellis could not provide adequate
proof that the writers of the Diffie
song had access to his, and found
that evidence suggesting that the
two songs were written indepen-
dently outweighed the evidence
of plagiarism.

Punishing
Arena Construction

N INDIANA JUDGE’S RULING

halted an estimated $30
million expansion plan for Fort
Wayne’s Memorial Coliseum and
jeopardized major events and
projects slated for the site.

DeKalb Circuit Judge Paul R.
Cherry found the Allen County
Council in contempt of court May
12th for breaking an agreement
not to pay for the coliseum expan-
sion with food and beverage tax

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

revenues, and
violating its own
1986 ordinance. In
August, the council
voted to pay for the
expansion with the
previously ear-
marked revenues.
While Cherry’s
decision doesn’t bar
officials from using
the money to pay
for construction,
it places them in
the position of
disobeying a court
order if they do so.
He reserved the
right to punish the
officials later.
Construction, which was
scheduled to begin this spring,
included adding 2,500 seats, 24
skyboxes and improving access for
the disabled.

AP Photo

THE SKYLINE OF SYRACUSE, N.Y., looks a bit different since
the 6.5-acre roof of the Syracuse University Carrier Dome
was deflated. The stadium is replacing the original 64
Teflon-coated fiberglass panels installed in 1980. The $14
million project is expected to be completed in two months.
Pictured leaving the facility is director Pat Campbell.

Among the ventures facing
an uncertain future are the
city’s effort to attract an Arena
Football League franchise; the
Mid-Continent Conference,
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scheduled to hold its women’s
basketball tournament there from
2000 to 2002; and the Fort Wayne
Komets, which may be forced out
of the International Hockey
League if additional seats aren’t
added to increase team profits.

“This probably is the final nail
in the coffin,” said Michael Franke,
president of the Komets.

Added coliseum GM Randy
Brown, “In many ways, just
about everything arena-related is
affected by the decision.”

The 1986 ordinance established
the one percent food and beverage
tax to pay off a previous coliseum
expansion. The tax was set up to
expire two years after the debt had
been retired.

The broken agreement refers
to the settlement of a 1992 lawsuit
filed against the county by a group
of restaurateurs. The owners sued
to keep the money from funding
further expansion. The settlement
said the county could not amend
or change the 1986 ordinance.

County officials said that
because the Indiana General
Assembly passed a law in 1998
allowing Allen County to use the
tax revenue for the expansion, the
county is not violating the settle-
ment, reported the Fort Wayne
Journal Gazette.

The council and the county
commissioners remain undecided
about whether to appeal the
ruling.

Entertainment
Violence Debate Rages

WASHINGTON CONTINUED

to put pressure on the
entertainment industry this
month with the U.S. Senate
ordering a probe into violence in
media and the president calling on
Hollywood to curb violent images.

“By the age of 18, the typical
American will see 40,000 drama-
tized murders,” President Clinton
said in his weekly radio address.
“There are still too many vulner-
able children who are steeped in
this culture of violence, becoming
increasingly desensitized to it and
to its consequences....”

The government’s increasing
efforts to address the alleged
violent influence of music, movies
and video games on American
children follow last month’s
Columbine High School massacre
and a handful of “copycat”
incidents, including last week’s
shooting at a Georgia high school
where six students were injured.

The president issued his radio
address during a recent Demo-
cratic fund-raising trip through
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the West Coast, which included an
event organized by DreamWorks
partners Steven Spielberg, Jeffery
Katzenberg and David Geffen.
The fund-raiser generated more
than $2 million for Democratic
congressional candidates in 2000.

In his address, Clinton issued
three challenges to Hollywood.
He called for banning guns in
movie ads or previews, enforcing
ratings systems at video stores
and theatres, and re-evaluating
the ratings system, especially the
PG rating.

“Our administration is fighting
to do all we can to protect chil-
dren,” Clinton said. “The enter-
tainment industry should do
everything it can, too.”

The Senate took greater action,
voting unanimously for an investi-
gation of the impact on children
of violence in entertainment, the
Los Angeles Times reported.

The Senate’s efforts, headed by
Kansas Republican Sam
Brownback, reportedly called for
a study to determine whether the
entertainment industry markets
violence to children, as well as
researching the effects of violent
images and themes on children’s
behavior.

On a state level, a Michigan
Senate committee recently passed
the latest version of a bill aimed at
labeling concerts with a parental
advisory warning.

The bill calls for voluntary
action from venue operators and
promoters to label concerts by art-
ists whose most recent recordings
bear the parental advisory brand
with an explicit content warning.

Music venues that choose to
comply with the bill would be
placed on a list which would
be made available to the public.

Denver Clears DMX

ENVER POLICE CLEARED

DMX last week of all pos-
sible criminal charges in connec-
tion with a late-April stabbing.

A White Plains, N.Y., judge
ordered the rapper to surrender to
Denver authorities when the stab-
bing case came to light during a
court hearing on unrelated charges
that he beat a motorist in Yonkers.

Judge Daniel Angiolillo also or-
dered the defendant held on
$105,000 bail - $5,000 for the
charge in Yonkers and $100,000 for
the fugitive-from-justice warrant
pending in Colorado. DMX,
aka Earl Simmons, went to Denver
voluntarily to be interviewed.

Witnesses in Denver said the
rapper was among gang members
who attacked and stabbed a man
at the Skyline Cafe April 28th.

The fight reportedly happened
after a benefit show in which DMX
and other performers on the Hard
Knock Life tour raised more than
$100,000 for victims of the
Columbine High School massacre.

Defense lawyer lan Niles main-
tained that neither Simmons nor
anyone in his camp had been told
about the warrant, which was
issued May 3rd. He also said
the stabbing victim was not claim-
ing that Simmons himself had
committed the crime.

After interviewing Simmons
and several witnesses to the
incident, police reportedly
decided they could not build a
case against the rapper beyond
a reasonable doubt.

As for the Yonkers incident,
Niles said his client was justified.

Simmons was arrested for
assault and harassment May 13th
for allegediy punching Norman
Brown as Brown sat at the wheel
of his car in Yonkers. Words had
been exchanged between the two
beforehand, prosecutor Michael
[)’Addario said.

According to the complaint,
Simmons chased Brown into a
building and continued to punch
him, inflicting cuts and bruises
that were treated at Yonkers
General Hospital.

In court, Niles said Simmons’
wife had been attacked by Brown.




THE LEADER of ine Parroineads shows his serious side io
reporters in Tallahassee, Fla., May 19th. Jimmy Buffett
met with Florida Gov. Jeb Bush that day to personally
express his concern over escalating manatee deaths, many
of which are caused by boats hitting the gentle creatures.
He said laws to protect manatees are not being enforced.
Buffett alsa informed the governor that a coalition of more
than 20 eavironmental groups is threatening to sue federal

and state agencies.

The rapper is reportedly due
to answer to misdemeanor charges
in that case June 22nd.

Simmons last appeared in a New
York court in August, when rape
and sodomy charges filed against
him by a stripper were dismissed
on the basis of DNA evidence.

Sun Rises On Desert Inn

UN INTERNATIONAL HOTELS

Limited, which operates casi-
nos in Atlantic City, the Bahamas
and Connecticut, reached an

agreement with
Starwood Hotels
& Resorts to buy
the Desert Inn
property for $275
million.

The May 18th
announcement
came one month
after Starwood sold
its Caesars World
properties to Park
Place Entertain-
ment Corp. for $3
billion. That deal
will reportedly
close by year’s end.

The newly
announced all-cash
purchase, expected
to close by the
second quarter in
2000, marks Sun’s
initial foray into the
Las Vegas gaming
industry; the
unloading of the 715-room hotel
and casino, reportedly on the
market for more than a year,
terminates Starwood’s involve-
ment in the gambling industry.

Starwood, owner of the Westin
and Sheraton hotel brands,
acquired the Desert Inn as part
of its $10.2 billion acquisition of
ITT Corp. last year.

The transaction is subject to
various conditions, including
licenses and Nevada regulatory
approval. Sun reportedly does not
have a casino license in Las Vegas.

o1y 4y
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The asking price for the
property was once as high as $400
million, reported The Wall Street
Journal. Other sources reported
that singer Michael Jackson and
a business associate explored the
possibility of purchasing the hotel
in 1998.

The famed 25-acre hotel,
casino, spa and country club
includes a 140-acre championship
golf course and another 32 acres of
undeveloped land adjacent to the
hotel and casino.

Longtime patrons remember
the “D.1.” as the place where Frank
Sinatra debuted live in Las Vegas
in the 1950s and where billionaire
Haward Hughes once lived in the
penthouse suite.

The Scalping Judge

TEXAS JUDGE was
recently reprimanded as
a result of his arrest for ticket
scalping at a football game
between Texas A&M and the
University of Texas.

Judge Steve Mansfield, one of
nine judges on the state criminal
appeals court, was arrested
November 27th after a plain-
clothes UT police officer warned
him to stop peddling his compli-
mentary tickets on the school’s
property. Mansfield allegedly
ignored the warning, and minutes
later, another officer witnessed
him “give one or more tickets
to another individual and receive

money in return for the tickets,’
reported the State Commission on
Judicial Coenduct.

The Houston Chronicle reported
that Mansfield was asking for more
than $100 per ticket. He had
received the tickets, valued at $38
each, free of cost from UT. The
school traditionally gives the Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals judges
reserved seat tickets.

Police arrested Mansfield and
charged him with trespassing,

a misdemeanor punishable by up
to 180 days in jail and a $2,000
fine. He has not been tried for that
offense.

The commission ruled that the
judge committed criminal trespass
and ticket scalping. When asked if
he wanted to present his version of
the incident, Mansfield declined.

Rather than remove Mansfield
from his post, the commission
opted to reprimand him.

Seagram
Searches For Cash

SEAGRAM Co. HAS ANNOUNCED
intentions of raising some
$2.5 billion to offset its purchase
of PolyGram last year.

The debt-reduction plan calls
for offering $1.5 billion worth of
common stock and $1 billion in
convertible-rate security units to
the public, according to a company
statement.

The Wall Street Journal noted
that the move takes advantage of
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+ THE PROVIDENCE CIvic CENTER i1 Rhode Island
celebrates 25 years of entertainment with a sold-out
show by Billy Joel. Surrounding the Piano Man after
the March 6th giy (L-R) are venue execs Lee Esckilsen,
Moe Clare, Harold Barmon, Monica Anderson and

WiLLIE NELSON visits with Asheville Civic
Center Dircctor David Pisha prior 1o his
sold-out concert at the North Carolina
venue April 29th.

Paul Jones.

MORE THAN 100,000 iusic funs
flocked to the annual WBOS
EarthFest April 24th. The free event
on the Boston Esplande featured

I U

LEGENDARY TENOR Luciano Pavorotti performed in
Albun).'. N.Y, April 30th u-ml Ir.rokc the Pepsi Arena’s an all-star lineup including Susan
gross ticket sales record witl his sold-out show. Here, Tedeschi (center) pictured here with
venue GM Bob Belber presents the star with a plaque WRBOS personality Holly Harris
conmmemorating the occasion. (L) and Jodi Goodman of the

Don Law Company.

ALABAMA CELEBRATES 20 yeurs together and its 10th show at the Greensboro
Coliseum April 13th. L-R: William Fowler of Fowler Prod.; the venuc’s Scott
Johnson; Keith Fowler of Fowler Prod.; the bund’s Rundy Owen; and the venue’s
Terri Ray, Leigh Kinnell and Mike Derdue.

UNIVERSITY OF MIsSOURI graduate Sheryl Crow returned to her
alma mater for a sold-out show at the Hearnes Center April 26th.
All smiles backstage are (L-R) promoter Richard King of the Blue
Note, the venue’s Tim Hickman, Crow, promoter Brad Garrett of
Police Productions, tour manager Chris Hudson and the tour’s
four-legged road dog.

BiLL GRAHAM PRESENTS
was the happy
promoter behind ‘N
Sync’s April 22nd
sellout at the Rose
Garden Arena in
Portland, Ore. L-R:
the group’s Lance

SUNFEST ‘99 in West Palim Beaclh, Fla., entertained 315,000 patrons April 28
May 2. Sunfest’s Jim Bronstien (L) congratulates The B-52’ and promoter Bass, Chris
Jon Stoll of Fantasma Productions (R) on a job well done. Kirkpatrick, J.C.

Chasez, Joey Fatone
and Justin
Timberlake with

ﬂ@llSTAR venue exec J. Isaac.




Obituaries

Former Music City booking agent Dan Wojcik, 44, died from cancer-related
complications in Nashville May 17th. During the ‘70s and ‘80s, Wojcik worked
at the Shorty Lavender Agency and his own Entertainment Artists agency,
representing well-known artists including Hank Williams |r., Sawyer Brown,
and Bachman Turner Overdrive. He left the agency business in 1996, and most
recently, served as a Nashville-based consultant.

The death of superstar producer Bruce Fairbairn, 49, shocked the music
industry last week. His body was found in his Vancouver, B.C., home May |7th
by studio manager Sheryl Preston and Yes singer Jon Anderson. He apparently
died in his sleep; the cause of death was unknown at press time. In a career
that spanned 25 years, Fairbairn worked with scores of major acts including
Aerosmith, AC/DC, Van Halen, KISS, The Cranberries, Loverboy, Bon Jovi,
Scorpions, INXS, and Chicago. He was working on a record with Yes at the
time of his death and had just finished a swing album by The Atomic Fireballs.

Guitarist, songwriter, producer and performer William Tucker, 38, died in
his Chicago home May |4th, an apparent suicide. Tucker was known as an
accomplished remixer, film scorer and his work appeared on several
soundtracks. Some of the artists he recorded, toured or produced include
Ministry, Chris Connelly, My Life With The Thrill Kill Kult, KMFDM, and
Chemlab. The last major project he worked on was the Chainsuck album,
Kindly Stop For Me, which was released last summer.

Jazz singer Leon Thomas, 61, died of heart failure resulting from leukemia
in a New York hospital May 8th. Famous for his wordless yodeling style,

the lllinois native developed the “soularphone” singing technique and
“kosmigroov” type of soul-jazz used in recordings like “The Creator Has

A Master Plan.” During his career, Thomas performed with Count Basie,
Mary Lou Williams and Pharoah Sanders; recorded albums for the Flying
Dutchman label; spent two years with Santana; and most recently, sang at the
Lenox Lounge in Harlem.

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

for votes between the 44-year-old
Harvard-educated incumbent and
the 50-year-old college dropout
who supports the National Rifle
Association and the ballistic
missile defense system.

“He is a strong supporter of the
NRA. I could see why the NRA
would want to field a candidate
against me, given my background
on gun-rights issues,” said
Sherman, a CPA and tax attorney.
“There is a reason Jim and Sarah
Brady have supported me.”

“He’s still deciding whether
to run, but from my perspective,
it looks like a great opportunity
for him,” said Baxter’s consultant,
Dale Neugebauer. “He has natural
appeal. The rock star image plays
to the younger voters, and he was
in a band that is very familiar to
baby boomers.”

According to Neugebauer,
Baxter would run as a moderate

Republican supporting abortion
rights and using his Spanish-
speaking skills to win Hispanics’
votes.

The guitarist, who also played
with Steely Dan, is no stranger to
politics; he earned a reputation in
Washington as a staunch advocate
of ballistic missile defense after
heading a civilian advisory board,
reported the Los Angeles Times.

The Times also said that his ad-
visory work for Rep. Curt Weldon
(R-Pa.) on the topic resulted in
trouble for both men when Baxter
admitted that his resume falsely
stated that he served in a similar
capacity for NASA and the
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory.

The 24th Congressional District
includes some of the wealthiest
territories in the Los Angeles area
- southern San Fernando Valley,
Calabasas, Malibu and eastern
Ventura County. &

Seagram’s high share price, which
has increased nearly 50 percent
this year. The company’s debt is
reportedly around $8.5 billion,
mostly the result of its $10.4
billion acquisition of PolyGram.

Rumors that Seagram was in
active discussions to sell all or
parts of its Universal Concerts
division appear to be much more
than smoke. The most likely suitor,
SFX, already has a part ownership
in the Starplex Amphitheatre in
Dallas and the Lakewood
Amphitheatre in Atlanta. The latter
facility is the subject of litigation
between the parties.

As Seagram moved to reduce its
debt, a trust benefitting company
co-chairman Charles R. Bronfman
and others announced it will
sell as much as $500 million for
“financial and estate planning
purposes,” the statement said.

Although it has been reported
that Bronfman was skeptical of
nephew Edgar Bronfman Jrs move

into the entertainment industry,
the action is apparently unrelated.
“I remain very supportive of the
company’s leadership, its strategic
direction and performance,’
Charles Bronfman stated.

The Journal reported that
the actions of Bronfman’s trust,
which also benefits his family and
charitable Canadian foundations,
will decrease his holdings from
13.1 percent to 10.95 percent.

Republican Skunk

Ex—[)oosm BROTHERS ROCKER
Jeff “Skunk” Baxter is one
step closer to takin’ it to the House.

The famed guitarist has
retained a campaign consultant
for a potential race in 2000 to fill
the House seat currently held by
Democratic Rep. Brad Sherman.

If he decides to throw his trade-
mark beret in the ring, Southern
Californians will witness a fight

Commencing October 1999
Pl Zukodki
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EUROPEAN NEWS

Reported by Camilla Phelps
0956.113.562 Fax 171.359.1131

E-mail: camilla@pollstar.com

United Kingdom: FoLLowing
the historic elections in Scotland
earlier this month, Regular Music
announced its official celebration
plans for the opening of the first
Scottish Parliament on July 1.
Mark Mackie at Regular
explained that Edinburgh’s main
street will be closed to traffic and the
festivities will focus on two concerts
in Princes Street Gardens in the
centre of Edinburgh. One gig will
feature Garbage as the headliner -
chosen because Shirley Manson
hails from Edinburgh - and the
other will be an opera, with a diverse
programme of street theatre linking
the two events.

* RUFUS WAINWRIGHT ENDED HIS
European tour in London on May 18
with a sellout show at the Embassy
Rooms. The singer’s European fan

base has been building steadily, and
this latest two-week tour was built
around six key dates in France.
Promoter Alias was keen to follow
up Wainwright’s performance at the
Inrockuptibles festival last autumn,
said agent Dave Chumbley at
Primary Talent. Wainwright also
played one-off dates in Belgium,
Switzerland, Italy and Ireland.

* MTV HELD ITS SECOND “FIVE
Night Stand” at the Shepherd’s Bush
Empire from May 9-14. The series
of sellout gigs was so successful that
it became a six-night stand when
Catatonia stepped into the empty
Monday-night slot.

Other artists appearing were
Suede (whose performance coin-
cided with its new album crashing
into the No. 1 slot), Supergrass, Reef,
Ocean Colour Scene, and Faithless.

The £13 tickets were a great value
for the audience who, in addition
to seeing some of the top acts of the
moment in the Empire’s intimate
surroundings, also got strong
support packages with Ultrasound,
Gene and others on the bill.

Out on parole.
On @ mission

We're puttin’ the band back together. (The nations best kept secret).

Now accepting offers “worldwide”
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The success of the shows, which
have also been shown on TV, has
clearly established the event asa
strong live-music brand. Show pro-
moter Dave MacLean at Riverman
said there are plans to continue the
format as an annual event.

Last year’s event featured The
Smashing Pumpkins, Gomez, and
Placebo. “Seeing this level of bands
at a venue like the Empire makes
it special,” explained MacLean. “It’s
good for the bands, too, as they get
lots of promotion and advertising,
which is great for an album cam-
paign. And with a capacity of around
1,700, the shows don’t have an
impact on any of the big summer
gigs or festivals.”

* MAJOR TOUR CANCELLATIONS
always have a domino effect, and the
unfortunate illness of Celine Dion’s
husband forced the singer to
interrupt her tour and that forced
some awkward changes in terms

of production logistics.

Being a 25-truck tour, it was not
an easy task for Edwin Shirley
Trucking (EST) to reorganise that
number of vehicles on relatively
short notice. The tour was to start
in Dublin, and the first upheaval
involved cancelling 50 Irish ferry
bookings.

“This was not a small tour,” said
Del Roll of EST. “However, it’s not
all bad news ... [because of the]
rescheduled dates around mid-June
and again in early July”

It could have left a disastrously
large hole in EST’s summer schedule
during a season with few major
artists touring, but Roll said
the situation isn’t as bad as it
originally looked.

“A few one-offs came in out of
nowhere,” reported Roll. “Michael
Jackson is doing a big show in
Munich, a benefit for the Red Cross.
The Moody Blues are doing a show
in Spain, and Kenny Rogers is
taking a three-truck production
around the U.K. and Europe for a
month and a half”

Other summer-festival tours
for EST include Eagle-Eye Cherry,
Prodigy (in Eastern Europe), Bryan
Adams, and Orbital. R.E.M. has a
six-truck production from mid-June
to the end of July, and Jethro Tull is
out for a month.

“Shuffling the truck schedules
around is what’s tricky,” said Roll,

“but when you've been doing it as
long as we have, it’s second nature.”

Italy: AN ITALIAN JUDGE RULED
that Michael Jackson, in composing
his song “Will You Be There,”
plagiarised Italian songwriter Al
Bano. The judge suspended a $2,200
fine against Jackson but ordered him
to pay court costs, which are likely
to be considerable since the case
took years to progress through the
slow-moving Italian judicial system.

The criminal trial began in 1995,
two years after Bano claimed that
Jackson stole part of his song,

“I Cigni Di Balaka” (“The Swans
Of Balaka”), produced in 1987.
Jackson’s Dangerous album, which
includes “Will You Be There,” dates
back to 1991.

Jacksen’s lawyer, Alberto Seganti,
said, “There is no proof of plagia-
rism.” However, at a Rome hearing
two years ago, Jackson told the court
there was some similarity between
the two songs, calling it “completely
coincidental.”

The court heard an analysis by
an expert, who found that 37 notes
were the same in each song. The case
is further complicated by the fact
that in a separate civil suit last year,
the Italian singer lost a copyright
infringement case against Jackson
and was ordered to pay expenses.

Jackson was cleared of other
plagiarism allegations in the United
States involving his Dangerous and
Thriller albums.

* THE NATO CONFLICT IN THE
Balkans has gone on long enough

to require a bit of morale-boosting
entertainment. U.S. military person-
nel based in Italy will get to see Reba
McEntire and the Dallas Cowboys
Cheerleaders at a free concert June 6
at Aviano Air Base, home to a large
percentage of the U.S. Air Force
planes involved in the Yugoslav

air campaign.

The cheerleaders are scheduled to
put on several shows July 1-10 at U.S.
installations throughout the Balkan
region. Other performers taking part
in Operation Allied Entertainment,
organised by the United Service
Organizations (USO), include rocker
Joan Jett and country-bluegrass
star Larry Gatlin. Gatlin will also
perform for troops based in the
Persian Gulf.

For the past 58 years, the USO
has sponsored entertainment for U.S.
forces stationed abroad.



France: R&B ARTIST BRANDY
starts a European tour May 24 with
a date at the Zenith in Paris. She’ll
continue on to Germany to play the
Philipshalle in Dusseldorf and the
Arena in Berlin. The German market
was slow on ticket sales, but other
territories were selling well.

On May 29, Brandy will play
the Royal Albert Hall in London,
with her final show at the Ahoy in
Rotterdam.

The tour was booked direct by
The Concert Organization in the
U.S., which worked with local
partners IZB Productions in France;
The Concert Organization’s German
subsidiary, C&F Konzerte, as well
as GmbH (Da Joint) in Germany;
Kennedy Street in the U.K.; and
Mojo Concerts in the Netherlands.

The Concert Organization has
brought R&B and rap music to
Europe for the past five years,
including artists such as Blackstreet,
Puff Daddy, Mary J. Blige, Dru Hill,
Public Enemy, Faith Evans, 98
Degrees, Keith Sweat, and Usher.

Germany: MoDERNE WELT
celebrated a historic landmark in
pop-promoter diversification when
the Chippendale Review finished
its ninth German tour in four and a
half years. It was another near-sellout
tour for those beefy boys, and for
this outing, promoter Henning
Toegel secured a pay-per-view TV
deal. The Chips will return to Ger-
many in autumn for a second time
this year as part of an 18-date tour.

Further spring-tour successes
for Moderne Welt include 17 shows
with the John Lees interpretation
of Barclay James Harvest and seven
further festival appearances this
summer. A long-running German
package is Eric Burdon & The New
Animals and Canned Heat, which
played 19 dates to about 2,500 people
anight.

Upcoming tours include 11 shows
with The Beach Boys and dates with
Deep Purple, Alannah Myles, Ten
Years After, Luciano Pavarotti, and
Manfred Mann’s Earthband.

Denmark: WHeN MoTor DK Took
on Peter Sorensen, he was charged
with developing the world music
market. The first season of shows
under the new WorldMusicLive
banner is over, and Sorensen
reported that it went down very well.

The shows were nearly all sold out
and included performances by
Cesaria Evora, Natacha Atlas, Njava,
Eliades Ochoa & Cuarteto Patria,
and Yulduz Usmanova, who played
to nearly 10,000 people in an
open-air May Day concert.
Sorensen said media support
was great, with all the concerts
co-promoted by national radio
and local world music magazine
Djembe. The next series of concerts
will feature Transglobal Under-
ground, Ladysmith Black Mambazo,
Orquesta Aragon, and Musafir.

Scandinavia: EMA TELSTAR WILL
promote a new music and sports
event this summer. Probably 99 is
sponsored by Carlsberg and will
feature that ever-popular combina-
tion of street sports and rock music,
with the Red Hot Chili Peppers
(whose album will launch this sum-
mer), silverchair, and Orgy sharing
the stage with skateboarders, bladers
and BMX riders.

The gigs will take place outdoors
in Stockholm, Sweden, on August
22 and will keep the same format
indoors in Denmark, aiming at
an audience capacity of 12,000
per show. As promoter Thomas
Johansson explained, “These types
of shows give more to the younger
audiences.”

EMA has a very busy summer
with shows aimed at all levels of con-
cert-goers throughout Scandinavia.
The shows indude Metallica, Alanis
Morissette, Black Sabbath, and Bruce
Springsteen to name a few. Sweden is
one of the few lucky territories to get
a couple of dates with Tom Waits,
who comes to Europe for a brief
promo tour in July.

CANADIAN NEWS

Reported by Karen Bliss
416.944.0930 Fax 416.944.9652

E-mail: karen@pollstar.com

* VETERAN TORONTO-BASED
promoter Gareth Brown, best
known for his 12-year stint at
Heaven Discotheque/Rock ‘N’ Roll
Heaven, wants agents and managers
to think of Southern Ontario as
more than Toronto.

In addition to booking Toronto’s
premiere nightclubs The Warehouse
(capacity 2,250) and The

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Guvernment (capacity 1,200), his
company, Gareth Brown Produc-
tions, represents four venues outside
Toronto: ex-1920s vaudeville theatre
The Lyric (capacity 2,000) and
Metropolis (capacity 800), both in
Kitchener; former movie theatre
Club Denim (capacity 1,200) in
Guelph; and The Drink (capacity
850) in London.

“I have a venue alliance that
stretches down the 401 from London
to Kitchener to Guelph to Toronto,”
said Brown, who works closely with
Universal Concerts Canada. “The
idea is to get artists to come up here
and do more than just Toronto.

To a degree, that has been working.
Moetorhead was originally supposed
to just be in Toronto, and when we
spoke with the agent [Dave Kirby

of The Agency Group], we were able
to convince him to do the prior night
in Kitchener.

“Same thing occurred with Blur,
Garbage, Foo Fighters and, coming
up, Godsmack. What’s tremendous
about all these cities - for the
artist — is they’re all university towns,

so there’s a large student population
there, which is very supportive of
live music.”

* UN1VERSAL CONCERTS CANADA
has confirmed OZZfest *99’s only
Canadian date July 16 at Vancouver’s
Thunderbird Stadium. Apparently,
there were no other dates available
on the tour schedule.

* WINNIPEG-BASED AGENCY
Paquin Entertainment Group,
which recently opened a Toronto
office, has signed Rita Coolidge,
Calgary’s 11-piece fiddle band
Barrage, Albertan country singers
Cindy Church and Duane Steele,
17-year-old Manitoban country
singer Amanda Stott, and Winnipeg
pop duo McMaster & James.

+ HEAVY ROCK BAND CHORE,
which just released the album Take
My Mask And Breathe on Hamilton
indie label Sonic Unyon, is touring
Canada until May 29, with U.S. dips
into Kalamazoo, Mich.; Madison,
Wis.; and St. Paul, Minn.
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The band then heads down the
West Coast to Seattle (June 1), and
California cities Sacramento (4) and
Fresno (5), with more dates to come.

* EUGENE HASLAM TOOK OVER
ownership of the live music venue
Zaphod Beeblebrox in Ottawa.
The 250-capacity club has hosted
such artists as Ani DiFranco, Frente,
Alanis Morissette, Afghan Whigs,
Fun Lovin’ Criminals, Jeff Buckley,
Ben Harper, Jim Rose Circus, Jewel,
Econoline Crush, Sloan, Southern
Culture On The Skids, and Ron
Sexsmith.

* By “SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT”
with Nick Caris at Artists &
Audience Entertainment, Toronto-
based Courage Artists & Touring
announced exclusive Canadian
representation of Asia, Journey,
The Knack, Gary Moore, Ronnie
Montrose, Eric Carmen-fronted
The Raspberries, Scorpions, and
Gary Wright.

AUSTRALIAN NEWS

Reported by Bryan Jones
Fax 613.9499.7786
E-mail: bryan@pollstar.com

* You AM |, SPIDERBAIT, AND
Gerling joined the bill for the Sydney
end of the worldwide Tibetan
Freedom Concert, which will be
simultaneously held in Amsterdam,
Chicago and Tokyo on June 13-14.

Scheduled for the Sydney
Showgrounds at Homebush, the
concert’s bill includes Neil Finn,
Regurgitator, The Living End,
Celibate Rifles, Eskimo Joe,
Blackalicious, Jebediah, Not From
There, The Mavis’s, and the touring
U.S. band Trans Am. Cold Chisel
was asked but Jimmy Barnes will
be overseas.

* FRENZAL RHOMB, WHOSE A MAN’S
Not A Camel album debuted in the
Top 12 on the Australian charts, was
offered European tours. But manager
Chris Moses told POLLSTAR the
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band has its eye firmly on the States.
It tours the West Coast with Less
Than Jake and All before linking
with the Vans Warped Tour in July.
The band played on Warped’s U.S.
and Australian dates last year.

This week, Frenzal Rhomb
headlines a 12-hour indie fest,
Juggernaut ’99, in West Australia
over a bill that includes nine other
acts, plus Djs, fire breathers, sky
divers and piercing artists.

* THE LIVING END AND POWDER-
finger were the big winners at

the second Music Industry Critic
Awards (MICAs) in Adelaide’s
Optima Playhouse on May 14.

The End got five gongs for best new
talent, best debut single (indepen-
dent) and best single (independent)
for “Prisoner Of Society,” as well as
best album (independent) and best
debut album (independent) for The
Living End.

The band was away, so it was up
to manager Rae Harvey to receive
the statues. “If | wanted to be
onstage, I'd be in a rock band,”
she snapped when she came up for
the third time.

The band donated one of its
trophies to the Starlight Foundation
and offered another to Tim Rogers
in exchange for guitar lessons.

Powderfinger’s “The Day You
Come,” an angry response to the
rise of right-wing politician Pauline
Hanson, won song of the year and
best single from a major. The Inter-
nationalist got best album (major)
and best CD production.

Multi-winners were You Am [
for best Australian group and Rogers
for best male artist. “I'm sure the
award isn’t based on how many
records you sell,” Rogers quipped,
after hoping Harvey would “do a
Gwynneth Paltrow.”

Others winners were Happyland
(debut major single), Neil Finn
(debut major album for Try Whis-
tling This), Ammonia (best CD
artwork) and Kylie Minogue (best
female). Channel V filmed and
co-hosted the awards ceremony.
Present in the politically charged
audience was SA’s Minister for the
Arts Diana Laidlaw.

* UNIVERSAL RECENTLY SIGNED
The Screaming Jets. Last year,

the band parted not too amicably
with BMG and has already recorded
an album.

* THE WHITLAMS WRAPPED UP
their Canadian tour in Toronto May
15 and returned home to complete
their wpcoming album. In the
meantime, their ARIA-winning
Eternal Nightcap has been well
received, with the “No Aphrodisiac”
track added by radio stations in

San Francisco, Boston, New York
and Denver.

* ONE OF MELBOURNE’S BEST LIVE
venues, the Public Bar, will cease
presenting live bands beginning
midyear and will instead concentrate
on live techno, big beat, and drum
’n’bass DJs.

* MicHAEL COPPEL PRESENTS

will return Reef for a fourth visit
between June 4 and 11, playing large
clubs. Violetine was announced as
the opening act.

* DURING Suze DEMARCHI’S
Telelove tour, thieves broke into

the equipment van parked outside
the Hotel New Hampshire in Sydney
and made off with two guitars - one
belonging to DeMarchi, the other

to guitarist Dave Leslie.

¢ AUSTRALIAN Music WEEK, WHICH
includes hundreds of gigs and TV
specials celebrating local music,

has been rescheduled for October
4-10 in order to coincide with other
events, such as the ARIA awards and
Pacific Circle Music conference, and
increase its impact.

* HOBART BAND PROMOTER AND
events manager Charlie Taubor
could end up in the Senate. He ran
in 1996 as part of the Labour Party’s
Senate team in Tasmania. But now,
the Labour Party’s trying to dump
Nick Sherry, whom his mates
consider a bit of an electoral liability,
what with being manic depressive
and attempting suicide two

years ago.

Taubor, a party member since
1986, said he is considering running
but added it’s too premature to talk
about being nominated.

* THE MELBOURNE LAUNCH OF
the Peter Allen-based musical, “The
Boy From Oz,” started with a limp.
The gala premiere at the Princess
Theatre was cancelled when star
Todd McKenney injured his thigh
during rehearsals. It was hoped the



event would be rescheduled for May
22. Other performances continued
with an understudy.

* A SYDNEY COUNCIL, IN RESPONSE
to resident complaints about noise
and the resulting closure of many
music venues, set up a task force to
investigate the problems.

Beginning June 8, the Live
Music Task Force, established by
Marrickville Council’s Rebecca
Kaiser, will unite band managers,
publicans and residents to discuss
the best ways to stop the closure of
music venues in the region, such as
the Annandale and Sandringham
hotels. As a result of these problems
and complaints, venues have opened
in other parts of Sydney, including
the wealthy North Shore, where there
have been no clubs for many years.

*+ To CELEBRATE ITS 10TH ANNIVER-
sary, the original lineup of Things
Of Stone And Wood was scheduled
to play a show May 22 at the Prince
Patrick Hotel in Melbourne.

In the meantime, Perth’s Sweet
Blue Midnights, a band that
emerged in the early '90s with a
classy mix of jazz, swing, torch
ballads and blues seductively
presented by singer Elizabeth
Sanderson, intends to do reunion
shows in November at the Fly By
Night club.

e MICHAEL PHILLIPS, SINGER WITH
’60s Melbourne psychedelic band
Tyrnaround, died recently. The band
had a number of minor hits, includ-
ing “Colour Your Mind” and “Uncle
Syd.” Of late, he was involved in The
Beatles tribute bands.

+ THE RUDE, LEWD AND TATTOOED
Rose Tattoo, which re-formed last
year, will do 18 shows in Australia
between June 4 and 27, prior to
jetting to Germany with German
band Bohse Unkelz.

They’ll do outdoor festivals in
Mannheim, Dortmund and Berlin.
They’ll also appear as special guests
at German Bike Week, Europe’s
largest bike rally and show.

° MELBOURNE PROMOTER DUANE
Zigliotto launched a battle of

the bands at the Odeon Club at the
Crown complex, offering prizes such
as recording time, residency at the
Odeon and management advice.

Zigliotto reckoned he received 96
entries in the first 24 hours.

* AUSSIE NEWSPAPER REPORTS
claim that Tina Arena and husband/
manager Ralph Carr have separated.
This has not been confirmed by

the couple.

+ FrRONTIER TOURING’S MICHAEL
Gudinski is set to open a new
nightclub at Melbourne’s new
Dockland projects in conjunction
with sports manager Ricky Nixon.

ASIAN NEWS

Reported by Winnie Chung
852.9020.0873 Fax 852.2911,0402

E-mail: winnie@pollstar.com

* MICHAEL JACKSON ANNOUNCED
he will head a star-studded lineup
for a charity concert in Seoul, Korea,
to raise funds for needy children all
over the world. The four-hour Ben-
efit Concert For Needy Children:
Michael Jackson & Friends, “What
More Can I Give?” is scheduled to
be held at the Olympic Stadium on
June 25.

“I've wanted to help these suffer-
ing children for a very, very long
time. These innocent children are in
such pain because of the greed and

political disagreements of us adults,”

said Jackson in a recently released
statement.

A host of international stars will
reportedly join Jackson, including
Gloria Estefan, Kenny G, Boyz 11
Men, Lionel Richie, Diana Ross,
Luther Vandross, Stevie Wonder,
Vanessa Mae, Roxette, Modern
Talking, Alla Pugatchova and Philip
Kirkorow, Scorpions, and Asian
singers Andy Lau and CoCo Lee.

Featured Korean artists have yet
to be named. However, Jackson’s
close friend Elizabeth Taylor,
as well as Slash are expected to
make appearances.

The benefit, touted as “the biggest
charity concert for the needy
children of the world,” with tickets
prices of $250, $185, $100 and
$66, is being organised by Cheil
Communications Inc. Proceeds
will go to UNESCO, Red Cross
International and the Nelson
Mandela Children’s Fund.

Jackson will also do a similar
concert in Munich, Germany, on
June 27.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

* LATIN HEARTTHROB RICKY
Martin was named breakthrough
artist of the year at the inaugural
1999 CCTV-MTYV Music Honors
in Beijing on May 7. The music
honors marked the first collabora-
tion between MTV and premier
mainland television station CCTV.

Also honored were Michael
Learns To Rock ,which was named
best band in Asia, and Celine Dion
for best song of the year (“My Heart
Will Go On”). “Rush Hour” action
star Jackie Chan was honored as
Asia’s biggest superstar.

Other honorees included Hong
Kong singers Faye Wong, Jacky
Cheung, and William So, as well as
Taiwanese stars Emil Chau Wah-kin
and CoCo Lee.

The award ceremony was sched-
uled for broadcast to more than 300
million households in China and
Asia, but NATO’s bombing of the
Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia
resulted in CCTV pulling the
program off the air until further
notice. It was reported that CCTV

asked MTYV to also delay screenings
in Southeast Asia.

* MORE THAN ONE SHOW WAS
cancelled due to Chinese unrest
following the NATO bombing,
including Heineken Beat 99,
originally set for May 14-16 in
Beijing’s Ritan Park.

Among the artists expected
for the event were The Robert
Cray Band, Zap Mama, The Dirty
Dozen Brass Band, and Jocelyn
Brown. Concert organizers hope
to reschedule.

The Boston Symphony
Orchestra reportedly cancelled
two shows in Beijing amid fears of
instability in China after protestors
demonstrated outside the U.S. and
British embassies. The orchestra was
slated to perform at the Great Hall
of the People on May 13 and 14,
after completing four performances
in Japan. Premier Zhu Rongji and
President Jiang Zemin had been
expected to attend. &
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HOTSTAR:

Kellyyiis

usic City wanted to make a star of Kelly Willis

but she didn’t want to be a Music City kind of star.

It’s true, she tried for a while. She released three albums on
MCA Nashville in the early ‘90s that - on the surface,

“I’ve always been

That’s my world,

16

a club musician.

playing live.

LAX
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anyway - should have at least
earned her a foothold on the
country charts.

She certainly had the voice
and the look of a surefire country
singing sensation.

But that wasn’t enough for
Willis or her record label. “I'm
grateful that I got a shot like I did,”
she said. “But it became obvious
over the years that something just
wasn't clicking [with the label].

We weren’t out to achieve the same
things. I felt like I was achieving
nothing. It felt really empty to me -
like I was letting myself down.”

Trouble was, Willis was at the vanguard of what would
become the Insurgent Country movement. She just couldn’t
conform to Nashville’s expectations. The way she saw it, she
was a singer fronting a band and the harder she was pushed
to become something else, the more ambivalent she became.

“I was 20 years old and I didn’t know what I wanted.

It was my second band and we were a band. | was used to
contributing one-fifth to the creative ideas and direction.”

By the time Willis made her second record, MCA
decided the band had to go and she found herself even
further adrift. “It was like getting thrown into the fire.

I didn’t even know how to communicate what I thought
I should do. I wanted to take a lot more time to figure
that out.”

The music business is not known for its patience so
it was no surprise that MCA dropped her in 1994. She was
picked up by A&M Records two years later but her support-
ive A&R rep was let go - and consequently, so was Willis -
before she could release another full-length LP.

There was no way the tenacious singer was going to quit
music but she did quit Nashville.

Willis returned to her roots, playing clubs in and around
Austin. She had never really left that fertile scene and being
back in the center of it reinforced her reasons for not com-
promising her artistic vision.

“In Austin, so much respect is paid to people trying to
do music with integrity - to people trying to do something
that is ambitious in an artistic way,” she said. “That has been
a goal of mine. That has been the only goal I’'ve needed.

* PGLSIAR

I didn’t need to make a lot of money or be really famous
or anything like that. That’s all so empty. And where I live,
it's not very valued.”

Playing at The Cactus Cafe, Stubb’s Bar-B-Q, The Mucky
Duck and the like kept Willis in front of audiences. More
importantly, the audiences were interested in her as a musi-
cian, not as a commodity. It also provided her a nurturing,
familiar environment, which was a treasured thing for a
singer who, by her own account, is not a real comfortable
performer.

“I’ve always been a club musician. That’s my world,
playing live. I feel very fortunate that I never had to get a day
job. 1 just played clubs and even though there weren’t that
many people hearing or seeing me, it kept me around.”

There were times when Willis wished she could have
taken a break. She said it would have been nice to take a
step back and find a fresh approach to the music.“I would
have enjoyed not having to work as hard as I did, but in
retrospect, I really am proud of myself for how I dealt with
the situation. It was rough but I think I handled it well.”

It was a learn-as-you-go process. With no record
company support and no other substantial revenue streams,
Willis became her own road manager and crew. “I learned
how everything works, inside and out. I've done everyone
else’s job and 1 value their skills more now than I used to.

I appreciate the fact that the road manager has to answer

a question every two seconds. | appreciate that everyone’s
job is hard and I think that’s helped me prepare for the road
ahead,” she said.

Six years passed between Willis’ third and fourth
albums but she never stopped playing. By the time she
signed with Rykodisc in 1998, she was much more sure of
herself and of the record
she wanted to make.

The release of What I
Deserve has brought her

BOOKING AGENCY
Davis Mclarty Agency

Davis Mclarty new acclaim, respect and
512.444.8750 healthy record sales.
It’s a strange and wonder-
MANAGEMENT ful experience for an
Art!;er‘:;r?;zent artist who worked so
Joe Priesnitz hard to make music on
512.472.5435 her own terms.

“My booking agent,
Davis McLarty, he and
I laugh about it because
! have a whole team of
people now. Davis has
done so many different
jobs for me; he helped out a lot. We remember when it used
to be so lonely. Things are really busy and good right now
but I don’t care if next month it’s just me and Davis again.”

Right now, Willis is adjusting to the attention, her
tour schedule and having her name mentioned alongside
other difficult-to-market-but-brilliant artists like Lucinda
Williams and Emmylou Harris.

“It’s a little strange,” she said. “But it feels good. It really
does, I have to say. I feel embraced and that’s a great feeling
when you've been pushed away for a long time.” &

ReEcOrRD COMPANY
Rykodisc
978.825.3200



Avg. Gross  Avg. Tickets - Citles Lw Tw Headline Artist Booking Agency
$2,395,361 | 21,851 (27) 1 1 The Rolling Stones The Next Adventure
$1,846,972 | 45,814 (11) 2 2 “George Strait Country Music Fest.” The Erv Woolsey Agency

$ 742,302 | 17,866 (12) 4 3 Black Sabbath Creative Artists Agency

$ 733,826 | 18,893 (17) 3 4 Billy Joel QBQ Entertainment

$ 504,205 16,689 (12) 5 5 Shania Twain Creative Artists Agency

$ 425915 | 8,757 (28) 6 6 Rod Stewart International Creative Mgmt.
$ 373,743 | 13,334 (41) 7 7 ‘N Sync Renaissance Entertainment
$ 364,131 5,289 (15) 8 8 Neil Young MVO Ltd.

$ 298,098 | 10,412 (35) 9 9 Jay Z/DMX Famous Artists Agency

$ 294,571 | 10,167 (38) 10 10 KORN / Rob Zombie William Morris / Pinnacle Ent.
$ 246,660 | 6,135 (10) 11 11 Lauryn Hill William Morris Agency

$ 245807 | 7,995 (28) 12 12 Alanis Morissette Creative Artists Agency

$ 212659 | 5,597 (10) 14 13 Enrique Iglesias William Morris Agency

$ 196,687 | 9,722 (29) 15 14 The Tragically Hip Entourage Talent Associates
$ 187,351 6,327 (25) 16 15 Marilyn Manson Artists & Audience Entertainment
$ 157,592 ( 5,010 (15) 17 16 Bob Dylan Creative Artists Agency

$ 155,095| 5,454 (14) 18 17 Sheryl Crow William Morris Agency

$ 119,334 | 3,304 (12) 19 18 Ringo Starr & His All-Starr Band David Fishof Presents

$ 111,705 | 5,573 (43) 20 19 dc Talk Creative Artists Agency

$ 94948} 5390 (16) 21 20 The Offspring L eave Home Booking

$ 88,207 | 299 (32) 22 21 Motley Crue QBQ Entertainment
SRRl 2,453 (16) 25 22 Jeff Beck Creative Artists Agency

$ 76,075| 2,419 (17) 24 23 Natalie Merchant Creative Artists Agency
SNESAN 2,572 (22) 26 24 The Black Crowes Agency For The Performing Arts
$ 67,116 2,699 (16) 27 25 “Sno-Core Tour” ARTISTdirect

$ 66,578{ 2,369 (11) NEWD 26 Willie Nelson International Creative Mgmt.
$ 52,608 | 2,354 (16) NeWw> | 27 Ani DiFranco Fleming, Tamulevich & Assoc.
$ 51493 | 2,637 (25 29 28 Sugar Ray / Everlast Pinnacle Entertainment

$ 51,371 | 2,235 (24) 30 29 98 Degrees Internatioral Creative Mgmt.
$ 42873 | 1,822 (23) 28 30 Jonny Lang Monterey International

$ 42486 1,975 (19) 31 31 Rusted Root Creative Artists Agency

$ 39,368 | 1,283 (12) 33 32 Lyle Lovett Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 39,211 1,830 (14) 32 33 Slayer Pinnacle Entertainment

$ 33,142 | 2217 (32) 34 34 Point Of Grace William Morris Agency

$ 28,085( 1,473 (28) 35 35 Collective Soul Creative Artists Agency

$ 22,226 996 (12) 36 36 Steve Earle / Del McCoury Band Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 19,833 | 1,366 (17) 38 37 Stabbing Westward / Placebo Creative Artists Agency

$ 19,213 1,460 (13) 39 38 Fear Factory MVO Ltd.

$ 17,398 | 1,219 (11) 41 39 silverchair Creative Artists Agency

$ 17,186 | 1,142 (14) 42 40 Candlebox Bandwagon Touring Artists
$ 16,611 889 (19) 40 41 Love And Rockets ARTISTdirect

$ 15830 | 1,130 (14) Ne®) | 42 Robert Earl Keen Monterey Artists

$ 14,432 708 (13) 43 43 Arlo Guthrie The Agency Group Ltd.

S 14,320 733 (12) 44 44 Robin Trower Variety Artists International
$ 12,467 924 (17) 45 45 Reel Big Fish The Agency Group Ltd.

$ 12,453 903 (16) 46 46 String Cheese Incident Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 11,448 849 (12) 47 47 Better Than Ezra Bandwagon Touring Artists
$ 11,370 771 (11) NEWD 48 Gov’t Mule Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 10,966 782 (27) 48 49 moe. Monterey Peninsula Artists
$ 10,755 814 (10) 49 50 Semisonic Monterey Peninsula Artists

The Concert Pulse ranks each artist by their average boxoffice gross per city and is based on data reported within the last three months.




INDUSTRY HOTWIRE

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY:
Guy RICHARD

The Brian Setzer Orchestra is accepting submissions
for the opening band position on its upcoming summer tour.

SRO ARTISTS:
JEFF LARAMIE

SRO announces exclusive representation for Dark Star
Orchestra, who has shown exponential audience growth
in their recent Midwest and Colorado performance dates.
More than a tribute band, DSO faithfully re-creates entire
Grateful Dead performances from decades of available set
compilations. All dates are sold for the Southeast tour in
June, but there are a few avails for the West Coast tour in
August. We are now accepting offers for an East Coast tour
in October = Singer / songwriter Patty Larkin will
release a live recording in the fall on Yanguard, and will tour
in support. We have avails in the West in early October,
mid-East in October and East Coast in November. —~>
Our seasomal concert tours continue with “A Winter
Heritage,” featuring Darol Anger, Mike Marshall, Tim
0'Brien, Todd Phillips, Alison Brown and Philip Aaberg. We
have East Coast avails in mid-November and West Coast
avails in December. <= The Chenille Sisters have
August avails in the East, Midwest avails in September -
October, and November avails in the West. >

The Anger / Marshall Band has a new recording,
Jam, on Compass Records. <=’ Roscoe Mitchell

has just released Aiine /o Get Readyon ECM Records.

~> The Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks
Orchestra just completed its Ellington tour

with multiple performances at the Kennedy Center.

We offer the program *100 Years of Jazz” for next season.
~= SRO welcomes new artist representative Lynn Zampino
to our staff. Lynn was formerly with Fleming, Tamulevich
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and Associates, and will book the mid-East and Southeast
territories.

GLP ARTIST MARKETING:
ANDY HARING

The following is a list of available artists and dates for
European summer festivals. < The Temptations
Review feat. Dennis Edwards: around June 9th;
July 12-15, 18-19, 21-22, 25-26; before and after August
27th; October. <> The Supremes feat. Mary
Wilson: around June 6th; July 5-7, 10-15, 18-19, 21-23
> Kool & The Gang: June 7-14; August; September
26th - October |5th. < The Tubes: before and after
July 4th. <~ Kid Creole & The Coconuts: June
27th - July 2nd and around July 3Ist. <>’ Coolio: early
June and around July 31st. <~ Count Basic: June 23rd
- July 7th. <~ Mother’s Finest: August 10, il

15-20 and 22nd onwards. <= Shankar: before and
after July 10th. <~ Gloria Gaynor: May, the last
week of August, and the beginning of September. ~~
Supermax: July 28th onward. <= Alpha Blondy:
June 13-18, July 14-27 and August 16th onwards. ~
Alexander O’Neil: July - September. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>