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Indie Promoters
Launch IPO

IN AN EFFORT TO PRESENT

a viable alternative to SFX for
national tour promotion, 11 non-
SEX promoters have formed the
Independent Promoters Organiza-
tion (IPO). All of North America
is covered in the combined
territories represented by the
promoter members. The company
hopes to capitalize on the strength
of its members’ years of experi-
ence, industry relationships and
regional expertise.

The venture’s start-up was
funded by the member companies
and the group has appointed Jerry
Mickelson of Jam Productions
as CEO. Former North American
Concert Promoters Association
Director Ben Liss has been named
PO president. The directors are
Arny Granat of Jam, Jules Belkin
of Belkin Productions, Bill Reid
of Rising Tide and John Scher of
Metropolitan Entertainment.

Liss said there is no correlation
between IPO and NACPA. “There
are companies in PO that are
in NACPA, but there are SFX com-
panies in NACPA as well. Not
all of the IPO companies belong
to NACPA”
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He said the two
entities have com-
pletely different
functions and pur-
poses. “IPO is a for-
profit organization,”
said Liss, “not a trade
organization. We are
interested in bidding
for nationally pro-
moted tours and pro-
viding an alternative

for agents and artists.

We have a framework
in place that can
move very quickly
if an act wants to
utilize our services.”
Mickelson said
the organization was
formed out of neces-
sitv, not because
the members had
an intense desire to
get into the national
tour business.
“When I saw what
was happening with
national tours, |
started calling every-
one, saying ‘Let’s do
something; we don’t
want to get left
behind. You have to
be able to react to
the changes in the
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Delta Center (foreground) and traveled northeast,
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Convention Center. See the story on page 6 for
more details.
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business or you are going to get
run over;’ he said.

“It’s nothing that we want to
do. Wed all prefer the traditional
agency-promoter relationship
because we feel that serves the
best interest of the artist. But we
can’t change someone’s mind if
they want to do a nationally
promoted tour, so we felt we had
to present an alternative.”

IPQ takes an intentionally local

While the diversity of venues
is a plus, Mickelson said IPO
has more to offer than buildings.
“The important thing is the pro-
motional effort that goes behind
each artist and the promotional
relationships that each of these
people have,” he said, adding
that IPO members are highly
motivated to stay involved in
the promoting process.

“We all watch the bottom line

approachto because it’s our
national tours money and our
but the organi- futures that are
zation has the IPO PARTNERS at risk. We're not
ability to make Belkin Productions playing with the
an offer that The Entertainment Group Fund public’s money
encompasses Evening Star Productions or someone

the entire Fm“:;':d“m else’s money.
country. It can hml‘mducm We're not

also accommo- itan Entertainment watching the
date tours at Rising Tide Productions stock market.
the club level Sm(iuz'A'nt:‘-acm When you have
all the way up Universal Concerts lots of money,
to stadiums - you don’t need
something to work as hard.”
that shed- LM.P. chief

heavy SFX hasn’t ventured into
yet. Along with the buildings rep-
resented by the regional compa-
nies, IPO has the added clout of
Universal Concerts’ recent acquisi-
tion by House Of Blues, which in-
stantly added a high-profile club
network to the mix.

Seth Hurwitz said he wasn’t sure
he wanted to be involved in
nationally promoted tours since
the indies had been saying all
along that the whole idea was
ridiculous. Then, he started talking
to Mickelson and other indepen-
dent promoters.
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“I realized that
they were a lot like
me - promoters
who want to do the
best job they can
for the act. It’s good
to be brainstorming
with them on how
to do a better job -
not how to get
more control,” he
said. “There’s an
obvious fascination
with national tour
offers. I don’t really
know why, but there
seems to be some
mystique involved.
My attitude toward it is, ‘If you
want an offer, OK. We can
do that.”

For obvious geographic reasons,
the new company does not
encompass every non-SFX pro-
moter in the land but IPQ is will-
ing to work with other indies if an
artist wants to play a market not
represented by the members.

“We are absolutely not trying
to shut anyone out,” Hurwitz said.
“We’re not trying to move into
new markets. We'll work with
other promoters if an act needs
to play their market.”

Liss said IPO has been involved
in “a number of discussions™ with
agents and managers regarding
nationally promoted tours, but
the organization has yet to sign
a contract.

At press time, agents contacted
by POLLSTAR had not returned
phone calls. A follow-up report
will provide their take on the IPO
along with more comments from
the promoters on the future of the
concert business.

AP Photo

Violence Erupts Outside
Hartford Shed

HARTFORD, Conn,,
certainly didn’t expect
to have to call in the riot squad

during the Dave Matthews Band’s
tour-ending shows at the Mead-

POLICE IN RIOT GEAR man a street next to Hartfard,
Conn.s Meadows Music Theatre August 8th,
preparing for a second night of violence outside the
venue which was hosting the final dates on the
Dave Matthews Band summer tour.

ows Music Theatre. But sure
enough, just two weeks after the
world was shocked by the behavior
at Woodstock, police found them-
selves donned in riot gear, firing
rubber bullets and tear gas to
disperse a rowdy crowd gathered
outside of the Meadows.

During the last two shows of
a three-night stand August 6-8,
officers arrested 55 people on
charges including breach of peace,
assault on an officer and rioting.

Non-ticket holders “apparently
came to drink and party and have
what they thought was a geod
time,” Hartford Police Sgt.

Neil Dryfe said. “Then the mob
mentality took over.”

On Saturday night, a crowd of
about 100 young people - many
high on alcohol, narcotics or
nitrous oxide - overturned and
torched several cars and set a pile
of chairs and debris on fire. Also,
couples were having sex in their
cars and women were baring their
breasts for free beer, parking lot
attendants told The Hartford
Courant.

When officers moved in, they
were pelted with bottles and rocks.

The thugs turned an otherwise
uneventful parking lot into a
surreal landscape of burning cars,
shattered glass and flying fists,
witnesses told The Courant. Pelice
told the paper that numerous



XEMUTLI NC.
and

R ek OutBack GONCERTS

(1301)988-8800 of Tennessee

(Salt Lake City)




INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

HARTFORD Police Sgt. Neil Dryfe
shows the type of rubber bullets and a
“beanbag” used by officers to subdue
unruly crowds in parking lots near the
Meadows Music Theatre.

people, most of them heavily
intoxicated, were cut by the
shattered beer bottles that formed
a crunchy, jagged crust over the
pavement.

On Sunday, hundreds of youths
without tickets again gathered in
a nearby parking lot where a local
band was playing, an arrangement

that Meadows prexy Jim Koplik

- said was not authorized or orga-

nized by the venue. They were
greeted by police wearing riot gear
and carrying shotguns. When the
partiers were told to leave, they
threw bottles and rocks. Police
responded with rubber bullets and
pepper spray.

The department defended
its actions. “Anyone who was
subject to any ... use of force had
every opportunity to disperse,”
Dryfe said.

Authorities had no estimates
on property damage, but said no
serious injuries were reported.

The venue pointed out that
there were no incidents inside
the building during the three sold-
out shows.

As with any concert at the
Meadows, police met with venue
personnel to decide how many
officers would likely be needed.
Koplik said he did not expect
major problems at a show by
the relatively mellow Dave
Matthews Band.

“We were prepared for possible
problems, but they were bigger
than we thought they would be,”
he said.

Thirty officers were originally
stationed inside the theatre Satur-
day and another 15 were outside
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Short Items Of Note

Merle Haggard has canceled | | August dates due to exhaustion coupled with
pneumonia. He has not been hospitalized and is at home recuperating under a
doctor's orders. The country star said he is very sorry about the inconvenience to
talent buyers and fans, and hopes everyone understands. Haggard said he is looking
forward to hitting the road again in September and October, and is excited about his
new album, which will be released August 24th.

Brooks & Dunn left a part of itself at the WE Fest country musical festival after
someone stole the group's one-of-a-kind Les Paul guitar from the weekend concert

at the Soo Pass Ranch near Detroit Lakes, Minn. A law enforcement officer said the
custom-made instrument was taken from the back of a semi after the band's gig August

7th. Its value was not specified.

Paramount Canada’s Wonderland has named Dave Phillips manager of public
relations and special events. Phillips was formerly with the City of Ottawa -

Lansdowne Park.

Paul Stewart, former Virgin Records senior vice president of A&R, joined
ARTISTdirect August 9th ina senior position dedicated to boost the Internet music
company's presence in the urban music community. Among his responsibilities,
Stewart said, are “attracting premier urban artists to work with ARTISTdirect and

helping maintain their channels.”

Carrie Moore will resume responsibility as chief manager of her Kingston Springs,
Tenn.-based company, Third Coast Talent LLC. She will continue booking her
exclusive artists, Bill Anderson, Jerry Reed, and Moore & Moore. The former Great
American Talent associate will also be responsible for booking Mel Tillis, Ray Price,
Brenda Lee, Hank Williams IIl, and others.

In recognition of his influence and leadership, District Five of the IAAM has
established the Paul Fletcher Buck Scholarship. Named in memory of the former
manager of the Charlotte Coliseum, the scholarship will allow one person to attend
the IAAM’s annual Senior Executive Symposium at Cornell University in New York.

Buck passed away on June 28th.

assisting with traffic control.
Almost 70 officers were ordered
on duty for Sunday’s show.

Authorities said the melees will
mean tighter security at future
concerts that draw a similar crowd.
But they said there is probably no
way to keep people without tickets
away from the venue. Checking
tickets for every car pulling into
a parking lot would cause traffic
nightmares.

Concert organizers were
expected to meet with police last
week to discuss a strategy for
dealing with the problems outside
the venue.

Top Level Changes
At ICM & WMA

HE POWER STRUGGLE
between the large full-service
talent agencies got even hotter

last week when ICM Co-Chairman
Jim Wiatt left the company and
quickly joined the William Morris
Agency, replacing the apparently
ousted Arnold Rifkin as president.
Wiatt resigned his ICM post
August 6th after rejecting the
agency’s latest employment offer
to replace the one that would have
expired September 30th. Wiatt’s
salary had reportedly been signifi-
cantly lower than his peers at
other agencies - $1.5 million a
year with no salary increases or
bonuses. He was reportedly seek-
ing more money and power, and
it looks like he’ll get both with his
five-year deal at WMA. He gets
stock in the company and replaces
Rifkin on the agency’s 11-member
board of directors. Wiatt also will
share the CEO title with longtime
WMA exec Walter Zifkin.



ICM will buy out Wiatt’s stake
in the company - thought to be
worth about $7 million - over the
next five years. He is the second
largest shareholder behind ICM
Chairman Jeff Berg. According
to The Wall Street Journal, Wiatt
owns about 18 percent of the
agency while Berg controls about
30 percent.

Wiatt had a tense relationship
with Berg and some insiders

expect the two execs will go to wai.

The conflict may be exacerbated
if other top ICM agents follow
Wiatt to WMA when their
contracts expire.

Wiatt’s clients at ICM included
actors Sylvester Stallone, Eddie
Murphy and Tim Allen, as well as
writers, directors and producers
such as Nora Ephron, Richard
Donner and Penny Marshall.

Neither WMA or ICM has said
which clients Wiatt took with him

but it’s likely that most, if not
all, of his clients will join him

at WMA. There was no word

on where Rifkin might be headed
or which clients he might take
with him.

Tom Ross Nets New Gig

ORMER CAA UBER AGENT

Tom Ross has signed with
Internet entertainment technol-
ogy company CDKnet to head its
entertainment group. As president
of the division, Ross will be re-
sponsible for identifying business
opportunities in the entertain-
ment, music and film industries,
and will use his negotiating skills
to secure partnership agreements.

“One thing I'll be able to do

is connect CDKnet with the
record companies,” Ross told
POLLSTAR. “They have a great
new technology that will allow 60

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

minutes of video to be added to
aregular CD so you can get both
audio and video in DVD quality”

CDK 2.0 enables computer
users to view full-screen, full-
motion music videos from the
same CD that provides top-quality
sound. The technology has been
used as a marketing and presenta-
tion tool by companies including
Citibank, Atlantic Records and
Sandals Resorts.

Ross said CDK 2.0 will be a
great marketing tool for the labels
on a number of levels. “It will be
good for new acts because it gives
a new dimension to electronic
press kits. It can be used to give
fans more insight into a new act,”
he said. “On an established act, the
fans can get the songs with the
video to back them up. It should be
a new profit center for the labels.”

DreamWorks Nashville has
already signed up to use CDKnet’s

interactive multimedia technology
for upcoming releases, and with
Ross opening the doors, a number
of labels will likely come calling.

Ross made it clear that this
is just one of a number of
ventures he’s pursuing through
his company, T.R.E. (Tom Ross
Enterprises).

“I have several projects in the
works and expect to be announc-
ing more details shortly,” he said.
“It just so happened that the ink
dried on this venture first.”

Police Net Dolphin
In Whitefish

FORMER MiaMI DOLPHIN
football star was among 14
people cited for misdemeanor drug
offenses at Willie Nelson’s August
4th concert in Whitefish, Mont.
One time all-pro defensive line-
man Doug Betters was ticketed at
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Big Mountain amphitheatre for
possessing marijuana and a pipe.
A private security guard found the
goods on Betters during a search
at the entry gate and alerted
authorities.

Betters, who has been confined
to a wheelchair since a 1998 skiing
accident, pleaded innocent to
the charges.

Plainclothes drug task force
officers sniffed out pot smokers
in the crowd and exchanged illicit
goods for tickets. Two of the
offenders were hauled off to jail
but the rest were allowed to stay
at the show.

Flathead County Undersheriff
Chuck Curry said officials decided
to send the drug team to the
concert after “several reports and
complaints of flagrant drug use
at the recent Widespread Panic
concert at Big Mountain.”

He said the officers did not
have search warrants and were

not searching people or their
possessions for drugs and drug
paraphernalia.

Black Promoter
Picket Lines

EMBERS OF THE BLACK

Promoters Association and
their supporters staged a weeklong
protest in front of CAA’s Beverly
Hills offices earlier this month.

As many as 60 civil rights
marchers picketed daily from
August 2-6 to raise awareness of
the alleged racial discrimination
plaguing the concert industry.
The claims are at the heart of a
$750 million lawsuit filed by five
individual members of the BPA
against 40 major promoters and
agencies, including CAA and
William Morris. The 12-member
BPA is not a party to the action.

“We had a lot of positive
reaction from the public,” BPA

TOURING
STATION™

HicH Leva’s roadcase-endlosed

Touring Station™ has been
designed with the road in mind
and is perfect for trade shows,
concert venues and special
events.

Secured within the unit are
HigH Leva’s ultra-reliable,
torture-tested 6-Disc com-
ponents and durable custom
headphones. The Touring
Station™ is now available for
sale or rental. Call today for
more information.

HIGH LEVEL
e ///A«/////w N ///‘A V2

Studho (

email: hilevelinc@ac

President Leonard Rowe told
POLLSTAR. “We passed out
literature; everybody was curious
about what was going on.”

Rowe said his group is prepar-
ing to launch a protest at the Will-
iam Morris Agency’s Beverly Hills
headquarters, but he declined to
specify a date. He also mentioned
that a joint protest is brewing with
the NAACP, which recently lashed
out at the four major television
networks for lacking ethnic diver-
sity in programming. The NAACP
has not become a party to the five
promoters’ legal action.

The BPA members along with
various civil rights leaders have
staged several marches against
the two agencies this year. Rowe
vowed the marches will continue
“until they do the right thing.”

William Morris and CAA have
denied all racist allegations. WMA
issued a statement saying, “We
at William Morris rarely, if ever,
independently determine which
promoters are selected for specific
engagements. This decision is
generally made in consultation
with our clients and their personal
managers.”

The five plaintiff promoters
have not included any personal
managers or artists in their action.

Delta Center Takes
Direct Hit From Tornado

THE FREAK TORNADO THAT
swept through the center of
Salt Lake City last week, claiming
one life, seemed to target the
Delta Center. It left the 20,000-
seat arena with holes in its roof,
broken windows and a drenched
floor August 11th.

The building will be closed at
least six weeks for repairs, Delta
Center GM Scott Williams said.
Some basketball games will have
to be moved to another venue but
no concerts are scheduled until
the end of October when the
Backstreet Boys come to town.

AP Photo / Standarq

WORKERS SWEEP UP GLASS in front of
the Delta Center August 11th after the
tornado that shocked Salt Lake City.

The twister appeared to come
out of nowhere without warning,
striking the downtown business
district during one of the busiest
times of the day, the lunch hour.

Amateur video shows power
transformers exploding as the
black funnel cloud struck the
Delta Center. One witness
described the roof coming off
“like an orange peel.”

“The roof is badly damaged,”
said Evan Silverman of the NBA’s
Utah Jazz, which resides at the
venue. “There are patchy holes
in it, not one huge hole. There
are spots in the southwest corner
where you can see the sky”

Other significant damage
includes shattered window panels,
Delta VP Brent Allenbach said.

The building shook when the
tornado hit. With rain falling into
the arena, employees scrambled to
cover the floor with a large plastic
sheet and protective plywood.
However, the floor still received
water damage.

Nearby, the twister claimed
its next victims at the Salt Palace
Convention Center, where exhibi-
tors were setting up for the city’s
largest convention, the Outdoor
"Retailers Summer Market.

It reportedly draws about 18,000
people.



Allen Crandy, 38, a decorator/
installer of one of the booths,
was killed when debris struck him
in the head. He is the first recorded
tornado death in the state’s
history. That day was reportedly
Crandy’s 13th wedding
anniversary.

Because the retailers show is
so large, two tented pavilions
were built outside the convention
center to accommedate about 780
booths, Salt Palace spokesperson
Allyson Jackson told POLLSTAR.

“One pavilion was totally
destroyed and the second pavilion
has been deemed unsafe by the
city engineers and so has been
condemned,” she said. The four-
day show was cut by one day as
the center and exhibitors inside
tried to make room for boothless
participants.

To make matters worse, the
Wyndham Hotel, which had all its

rooms filled for the convention,
was forced to close indefinitely
because of blown-out windows,
according to the Salt Lake Tribune.
People lugged bags and suitcases
through the streets late into the
evening looking for new hotels
and hunting for food since

most downtown restaurants were
closed, the paper said.

The tornado was classified as an
F2, which has winds between 113
mph and 157 mph. More than 100
people were injured and about 121
homes were damaged.

BGP’s Muckleshoot Shed
Slowly Moves Forward

THE MUCKLESHOOT INDIAN
Tribe got some good news
about its half-built 20,000-seat
amphitheatre located on a reserva-
tion near Auburn, Wash. Federal
and state agencies concluded in

a draft Environmental Impact
Statement that the tribe can
successfully mitigate noise and
traffic concerns.

That “tends to confirm what the
tribe has thought all along,” said
attorney Rob Otsea, “that from an
environmental perspective, there
weren't issues that couldn’t be
dealt with.”

The next step in the process is
a 60-day public comment period.
“We're working toward the final
EIS being issued early next year,
go back to work in the spring,
complete construction and then
open the following spring of
2001,” project spokesperson Lance
Miller told POLLSTAR. SFX’s
Bill Graham Presents division is
working with the tribe 1o develop
the shed.

The only obstacle is an environ-
mental group which may sue to
halt construction of the White

River Amphitheatre. The Citizens
for Safety and the Environment
claim the venue would damage the
rural character of thearea. And a
nearby dairy worries traffic may
slow its daily milk transports and
cow feedings.

“Traffic will be bad. But the
bottom line is, if people can’t get
there and get back, people won’t
come back,” tribal consultant
Rollin Fatland told Tacoma’s News
Tribune.“It’s in [the tribe’s]
economic interest to make this
thing work. Otherwise, they’ve got
a $30 million investment that’s
worthless to them.”

The amphitheatre was nearly
half finished in April 1998 when
afederal judge ordered the Federal
Bureau of Indian Affairs to do
a more thorough environmental
review of the project, the News
Tribune said.

The Lce Salomon
Entertainment Group

is proud to announce the exclusive theatrical representation
of Paul Wight of the WWEF for all personal appearances,
television, motion pictures and commercial endorsements.

FILMS:
o “Ligr, Liar” {with Jim Carrey), “The Giont,” Tom Shadyoc, Director, Universal Studios, 1996.
« “Jingle All The Way" (with Arnold Schwartznegger) “Huge Santa”

Brian Levan, Director 20th Century Fox, 1996.
« “Reggie’s Prayer” “Portello,” Paul Mckellips, Director Oregon Pagific Pictures, 1996.
« “The Water Boy” (with Adam Sandler) “Captain Insano,” Disney TouchStone, 1998.

TELEVISION:

« The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Jonuary, 1998 and November, 1998.

« Conan 0'Brien Show, December 1997 o Nickelodeon For Kids

o World Championship Wrestling (WCW) every Saturday, Sunday, Monday & Thursday
“The Giant,” World Heavyweight Champion, Live Pay Per View monthly

COMMERCIALS:
» (alifornia Lottery, “The Giant,” J. Walter Thompson Company
« (astrol & Pep Boys, Paul Wight

STAGE:

o World Championship Wrestling (WCW), every Saturday, Sunday, Monday & Thursday,
“The Giant,” Three-time World Heovyweight Champion

« World Wrestling Federation (WWF), every Saturday, Sunday & Monday

For alt booking iffformation, please contact Alan Salomon at 201-592-5080 or fax 201-585-6111
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TALENT AND LITLERARY ASLNS ¥

THE HEAD of SFX's concert division, Jack Boyle,

shares a laugh with POLLSTAR's Christie ‘ HAVING sorneliow slipped past Canadian
Smith (LY and Shari Rice in the SFX LMI BOARD CHAIRMAN Mike McGee brought his venue management ingmmigration, APA execs Nat Burgess (L) and
hospitality suite during the International associates from Australia by the POLLSTAR booth for a visit. L-R: Jim Gosnell work the exhibit floor during the
Association of Assembly Managers Melbourne Colonial Stadium CEO Jacques Merkus, stadium program July 23-27 IAAM event at the Metro Tovonto
conference in Toronto. manager Paul Drennan, McGee and general manager Martin Mowlam. Convention Centre.
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J THE GATHERING of t/ie mmasses at IAAM includes (L-R) Paul Munick of
JoHN PLATILLERO (af (/e comp.uter) of EventBooking.com draws a crowd as /.le defnonstrqtes Moliegan Sun and the William Morris Agency’s Steve Hauser, Marshall
for the folks at Ogden En.rerr.ammem the latest enhancements of EventBooking’s innovative Reznick, Keith Miller and Clint Mitchell.

scheduling and communications software.

GATHERED AROUND the William Morris Agency booth are (L-R) WMA agent Brad

Goodman, John Gordon from AmericanAirlines Arena, WMA rasta agent Kenny

DiCamillo, Roger Newton with AmericanAirlines Arena and Compass Facility

Management’s Gordon Smith. PHILIPS ARENA PREZ Bob Williams (L) shows FleetCenter veeps Peter Weber (C)
and John Wentzell where the “suitest” seats are located in the model of his
soon-to-open Atlanta venue.
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HEY, THAT AIR’T NO LADY - that’s Seth Hurwitz on the drums during Lilith Fair’s
grand finale at the Merriweather Po:t Pavilion outside Washington, D.C., July
28th. The promoter said the women beged and begged him to join them on “Put
A Little Love In Your Heart,” and he fmally relented. That’s why they turned the
mics off on the drum kit, right, Seth?

All cancerns, including traffic,
noise, public safety, drainage,
sewage and econamic impacts
are answered in the draft EIS,
Miller said. And those concerns
will likely be verbally answered
again when a public hearing
regarding the project is held
September 22nd.

In the end, Miller is convinced
the project will get the go-ahead
the tribe has patiently waited for.
“Usuially, amphitheatres have a few
people that don’t want them next
door So this is nothing unusual.”

Southern Fried
Cancellation
THE SOUTHERN FRIED Music
Festival is immersed in

controversy after a Superior Court
judge stopped producer Sean
Owen from staging the August
28th Habitat for Humanity
benefit at Senoia Raceway in
Fayetteville, Ga.

Juidge Paschal English signed
a temparary restraining order
August 6th and scheduled another
hearing August 25th. The order
followed complaints by Coweta
County officials that the venue
was not zoned for concerts.
Furthermore, county attorney
Mitch Powell said that the
expected crowd of 10,000 would
create traffic, sanitation, food
inspection and security problems.

Festival promoters said the
one-day event - featuring The

Screamin’ Cheetah Wheelies, Bare
Jr., Soul Miner’s Daughter, immy
King and the Sons of the Blues,
Ken Mellons, and Southern Gold -
would raise $100,000 for the non-
profit Christian organization that
helps build affordable homes for
people in need.

Owen, of Big Top Marketing
& Promotions, told POLLSTAR
he is seeking legal action. “Techni-
cally, they haven't legally stopped
the concert from being held.
They’ve only stopped me from
promoting it.”

Whether or not the concert
proceeds as planned, Owen said
he will attend the second court
hearing because he is “trying to
get the lawyer [Powell] disbarred.”

“I've already talked to the
Georgia Bar Association,” Owen
said. “There are no zoning regula-
tions for concerts in that county.
I'm seeking legal action against
the county.”

Despite what Owen called a
technicality, he said he’s looking at
moving the concert to an alternate
site, possibly the Masquerade
Music Park in Atlanta. The park
accommodates about 4,200 people,
less than half the amount of the
Senoia Raceway venue. He said he
expected to have alternate plans
finalized by the end of last week.

“I just think that it’s a shame
you try to do good work and the
government keeps getting in the
way. It’s not a zoning issue,” said
the producer, who added that he

e
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spent seven months working full
time on the event. He said it
boiled down to a “moneymaking”
issue. “Last time I checked, I was
still living in America, which is

a free enterprise country. It’s not
a crime to make money.”

Counterfeit Tickets
Increase

FFICIALS AT ATLANTA'S
Lakewood Amphitheatre are
warning: Buyer beware.

Hundreds of concert-goers this
summer have been cheated by
street and Internet scalpers hawk-
ing counterfeit tickets to high-
demand events. So far, Atlanta
police have arrested seven people
for such crimes.

“With the innovation of the
scanners and the photocopiers
and the quality of stuff that can be
reproduced, we have had a huge

number of problems on sold-out
shows with counterfeit tickets,”
Lakewood Amphitheatre GM Clay
Schell told POLLSTAR.

Over this past season at the
Georgia shed, two Phish concerts
netted 750 fake ducats, 600
Parrotheads were turned away
from Jimmy Buffett and nearly
another 600 spectators total were
ripped off at separate concerts by
Dave Matthews Band and DMX.

And Schell warns that the rash
of counterfeiting is not isolated
to his market. A majority of the
seven people arrested were from
New York, leading authorities to
suspect a counterfeiting ring in
the Big Apple.

“We, along with Ticketmaster,
hired vice police and we made
seven arrests during the Dave
Matthews show. We went to court
and prosecuted two and there’s
two other trials coming up that

—
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CHANGE OF VENUE

promsus uiof

i AFTER UNDERGOING rerovations over the

THE RA E . h summer, the Denver area’s Gothic Theatre
% s Ll g isopen for business — much to the delight

Carolinamoves closer to its grand opening this fall. A SOUM DAXOTA’S Sioux Falls Arena recently completed a $1.7 million of co-owners Steve Schalk (L) and Todd
constrction ‘fmrker. prepares the new red seats at the MmN which ir.tcludes a new ice hockey floor. The venue's Kinion. The 700-capacity building has
21,000-capacity building. fenovation began in May and was completed July 31st. a variety of shows scheduled into October,
including Wilson Pickett, David Crosby,
and Yellowman.

P -

. --—vwvlfr""t “"

2 N ,‘-w y
Al 3re WSS p -

. "“!"' e ---"‘J ST 004‘—3"‘

B

A LA OF black test ice covers the Philips Arena floor in Atlanta, where ool
TS5 GM Don Waddell slaps a hockey puck around during a recent
fEST0f MeYacility’s ice cooling system. The hockey team’s home opener is
October 2nd, just days after the venue opens with a Cher concert.

ooyd dv

BrigdlroxT, CONN., is considering a new sports and entertainment complex to be located
ar@@ ke already existing Harbor Yard baseball stadium. Mayor J ph Ganim points out
SOMEDF e facility’s features, including an arena, during a July 28th press conference.

www.NikNiceGuy.com

America s #1
Party Band

716 244 0331 Nk
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WORKERS REPLACE part of the sprawling lawn section with new fixed seats to forma
third tier of the Oak Mountain Amphitheatre. The Birmingham, Ala.-area venue
broke in its new seating section August 3th with a sold-out Tim McGraw/Dixie
Chicks concert. New Era Promotions’ topper Tony Ruffino, who books the venue,
predicts more amphitheatres will convert part of their grassy GA areas into reserved
seat sections.

have ... more serious charges,”
Schell said. “We’ve had success
and made arrests, and we feel that
we've turned a corner on it.”

Most of the venue’s counterfeit-
ing problems have occurred during,
shows that have been sold out for
months, such as Dave Matthews
and Phish, he said, adding that a
majority of the bogus tickets are
lawn seats.

“Once you're inside the venue,
you have the odds of (not) getting
caught because you're going to a
space rather than a seat.”

Fortunately for the venue,
officials can easily spot the fake
ducats at the gate by examining
the paper quality. Unsuspecting
consumers, unfortunately, bite
the bullet for an over-priced,
worthiess ticket.

“If you look at a ticket, the
general Joe Public can pretty much
distinguish a good ticket from
a bad ticket - a lot of misspelled
words, dates for the show are
different, time for the show is
wrong,” Schell said.

“The main thing we're trying
to get across is please go to autho-
rized distributors of the product.”

Suge Knight Wants
Murder Rap Clearance

N ATTORNEY FOR
imprisoned rap mogul

Marion “Suge” Knight is telling
the Lok Angeles Police Depart-
ment to “put up or shut up” in its
investigation of Knight as a key
suspect in the shooting death of
rapper Notorious B.L.G.

In an interview last week with
the Los Angeles Times, attorney
Robin J. Yanes said detectives have
no evidence linking the Death
Row Records founder with the
slaying of B.L.G., whose real name
was Christopher Wallace.

“This was nothing but a fishing
expedition in which LAPD detec-
tives intentionally disseminated
false and misleading statements
to the media,” Yanes told
the Times.

“The LAPD does not go on
fishing expeditions,” Cmdr. David
J. Kalish responded. “This is a very
complex homicide investigation
and our detectives are methodical,
thorough and tenacious in
their approach toward solving
this crime.”

In April, the LAPD reportedly
obtained court orders to search
several places linked to Knight,
including the Death Row Records
offices, residences of Knight’s
employees and friends, and a
Chevrolet Impala. Detectives also
searched Knight’s jail cell and
attempted to interview him with-
out his lawyer, the Times said.

Yanes said any information
provided to the judge to obtain a
search warrant was false. And after
all was said and done, police failed
to uncover any evidence, forcing
them to return all items they
confiscated, he said.

“Either come out with some evi-
dence against Mr. Knight or clear
his name,’ Yanes told the paper.
“Don’t just leave him hanging and
living under the stigma of these
false allegations. It’s wrong to do

INSIDER NEWS BRIEFS

that to a person. And it's had a
dramatic impact on Mr. Knight’s
life.”

Though Knight was in jail when
Wallace was killed, detectives
are reportedly working with the
theory that the slaying was a
murder-for-hire plot involving the
Death Row exec.

Knight is serving a nine-year
prison term in connection with
an unrelated 1992 attack on two
aspiring rappers. The California
Supreme Court denied his request
for an early release last week,
deciding to let stand a lower court
ruling that left his 1996 sentence
intact.

Originally, the rap mogul
received a suspended nine-year
sentence and five years probation.
But a Los Angeles Superior Court
judge decided in 1996 that Knight
violated his probation by kicking
a man during a scuffle in a Las
Vegas hotel.

Greenville
Observes Sabbath

EVEN THOUGH A CONTROVER-
sial rock concert at Greenville,
$.Cs Bi-Lo Center went off
without any fireworks, a pastor in
town was still not happy. The Rev.
Stan Craig said it didn’t matter
that Black Sabbath fans were on
their best behavior because it’s the
band’s lyrics that hurt society.
About 6,500 fans attended the
August 8th Sabbath concert, which
caused no problems, police said.
Craig had led two protests
against the concert, claiming that
Black Sabbath uses satanic images
and that the band’s Last Supper
tour is offensive to Christians.
“Sometimes these groups’
members don’t even realize they
are priests of Satan,” Craig said.
“We believe this is music that’s
leading our society down a path of

Commencing October 1999
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AMONG THIS SUMMER’S more uniqtie
co-bills, songstress Ani DiFranco and

TAKING IN the Warped sights at the First Union Center July saxman Maceo Parker teamed up for

215t are Comcast-Spectacor’s finest. L-R: VP of security and a monthlong outing that looped the

services Mike Hasson, Sr. VP John Page, prexy Peter Luukko country. These two smiling faces were i & launched i . .

and VP of operations Michael Ahearn. found backstage at Warnors Theatre NIVERSAL CONCERTS launiched ifs summer internsnip program

for 19 Denver-area high school students last month. Universal
exec Mark Norman and the concert interns meet with Whitney
Houston prior to her July 2oth show at Fiddlers Green.

in Fresno, Calif, July 12th.

CAUGHT BACKSTAGE after Sevendust’s high-velocity performance at Warped in Atlanta

are (LER) Singer Lajon Witherspoon, tour publicist Keri Lee, sponsor coordinator THIS YEAR’S Telluride on the Rocks festival ut Red Rocks in Colorado earned
Eileen Grobe, guitarist Clint Lowery, tour manager Kevin Lyman and drummer Emmylou Harris and Shawn Colvin their own pieces of the rock. L-R: BGP’s
Morgan Rose. Chuck Morris, Harris, Colvin, BGP’s Brent Fedrizzi and the venue’s Frankie Hood.

“HOW’s THIS for a cover pose?” ask Black Eyed Peas members STONE CITY ATTRACTIONS" Jack Orbin made some
(L-R) Taboo, Appl.d.ap and Will.i.am at the Vans Warped Tour children smile in San Antorrio when he recently donated
date in Atlanta. $15.000'to the YMCA. Proceeds from the Juneteenth
Festival, which featured The Temptations and The Four
Tops, went to the local Davis-Scott branch. WINGS. STADIUM in Kalamazoo, Mich., pays

tuibute to one of country music’s hardest
working moms with an IHL K-Wings jersey.
Pictured are the venue’s Scott Warren with
Faith Hill.
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Obituaries

Television producer and recently elected president of the Academy Of Country Music
Gene Weed, 64, died of cancer at his Los Arigeles-area home August 5th. He was a
pioneer in the production of music videos and film clips. He produced more than

200 performance clips for artists ranging from The Fifth Dimension to Creedence
Clearwater Revival. Weed was asenior VP at dick clark productions and played a key
rolein the company's wide array of award shows including the Golden Globe Awards
and the Academy of Country Music Awards. Weed spent the first |5 years of his
career in radio and was once the highest rated air personality in Dallas, Omaha, Miami
and L.A. His ratings still stand as the highest ever achieved in LA, where he once
commanded 50 percent of the afternoon drive audience.

Longtime nightclub owner Bill Griffin, 67, lost his battle with lung cancer August
9th. He died in his sleep at his Myrtle Beach, 5.C., home. Griffin's Castaways club in
Greensboro, N.C., was amecca for the |96(s beach music scene and hosted artists
like the Drifters, the Tams, and other major R&B acts. He also founded ABC Records
of Atlanta, on which the O-Kaysions recorded the hit “I'm a Girl-Watcher.” Last year,
Griffin was inducted into the Beach Music Hzll of Fame in Myrtle Beach.

Grateful Dead archivist Dick Latvala, 56, d ed of a heart attack at his Petaluma,
Calif., home August 6th. Latvala was probably best know for the “Dick’s Picks"
collection of remastered Dead concerts but he also spent years organizing and pre-
serving the band's history through thousands of hours of concert recordings. Latvala
attended his first Dead concert in 1966 and started working for the band in the late
‘70s. He took charge of maintaining the reco-dings after expressing to bassist Phil

Lesh his concern about the deteriorating cor dition of the archives. Twenty years spent
immersed in the band’s live music made Latvalaa peerless expertin the Dead's con-
cert history. Dennis McNally, the Dead's publlicist, said the | 5th release in the Dick's
Picks series s due next month.

murder and rape and destruction
and Columbine High School.”
The controversy began last
spring when some in Greenville
complained of drug use and
satanic imagery at a KORN/Rob
Zombie concert at the Bi-Lo Cen-
ter. Critics said venue managers
were ignoring the community’s

ing of Black Sabbath.

Bi-Lo executive director
Ed Rubinstein recently told
POLLSTAR that the venue

potentially be controversial.
He said he tries to make sure

values - a criticism they thought
was illustrated again by the book-

researches all shows that could

events at the facility provide
entertainment to all segments of
the community, and will continue
to do so.

Atlanta Mulls New

Symphony Hall

"= HE ATLANTA SYMPHONY
Orchestra has been granted

an extended deadline to raise $45

million toward the cost of build-

ing a $113 million symphony hall

in midtown. On August 10th,

the original deadline, only $10

million had been secured.

Chastain Park Amphitheater
and ASO Pops director Rudi
Schlegel told POLLSTAR, “We've
been given a four-to-six-week
additional window to pursue more
funding, taking us up to about the
beginning of October.”

BellSouth owns the proposed
building site in midtown and
has invited the orchestra to move
there. However, the telco also
issued the deadline.

ASO’s parent company, the
Woodruff Arts Center, must
approve the building plans and
will not do so until 40 percent -
$45 million - of the project’s total
cost is committed.

The secured multimillion dollar
donation came from Home Depot

E2stivalseCasinos-Fairs-Theme Parks-

Entertainment

Multi-platinum hit! “Baby
Come Back!" Featuring
original lead singer: Peter
Beckett & bassist: Ronn Moss
(Ridge Forrester) from y
“Bold & The Beautiful”

Z : o~ Female Artist
4 a ' 3 of The Year &
‘ v P[RRU [[E ]HVHR{S é Nomination ?’

Grammy Award Winner
“It Only Takes A Minute Girl"
“More Than A Woman"

'&IH[ LISRGUYERBAND g

aturing Barry Goudreau

Al %
BanOO | From the Arena Rock Group BOSTON!

Originators of JuJu

“Smokin” “More Than a Feeling”
Hardcore & Punk Mambo g - ing

358 Chestnut Hill Ave. Suite 203 Boston, MA 02135
Ph (617) 566-2111 FX (617) 566-2162

website: www.limeliteboston.com
email: limeent@aol.com
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MVP...Chicago Blues
Festival! Handy Awards-

co-founder and CEO Arthur Blank
prior to the deadline. He also com-
mitted an additional $5 million to
name the hall after late conductor
Robert Shaw if three matching $5
million contributions were made.

“We're in negotiations with a
variety of major donors,” Schlegel
said, explaining that he could
not release any other names at
press time.

The symphony is currently
housed at the Woodruff Arts
Center, but “the quality and size
of the orchestra has grown so
that we've actually outgrown the
venue,” Schlegel said. “It’s no
longer acoustically superior, no
longer optimum.” If the funding
comes through, he said the orches-
tra could move into the new hall
by 2002 or 2003.

Although the director said
he remains optimistic, he also
revealed, “We're in the process of
looking at other possible sites,
including two in midtown.”

Schlegel said that other projects
under way include “negotiations
with the city to extend our lease
for Chastain Park Amphitheater
in a joint venture with SFX
Entertainment. We jointly operate
Chastain Park with a division
of SFX, and the lease expires
December 31, 2000.” &

GE SMITH

Saturday Night Live
Award Winning
Bandleader for Bob
Dylan, Willie
Neison & Muddy
Waters Tribute
Shows

/
4

RO LEYY'S WILD KInGboM

7 Time Grammy
Nominatea Producer
Funky Fun Jazz-Rhythm
& Acid Blues

JACK MACK
(s THE HEART ATTACK

“USA’s Perennial Party Band"




CONCERT BANDWIDTH
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> Hoping it will be more than the ghost in
the machine, Compagq will serve as the
presenting sponsor and exclusive IT partner for
Sting's upcoming Brand New Day tour. The
computer manufacturer will launch a Web site
at sting.compag.com, plus the logo for the tour
will incorporate the site's URL. While there is
currently a Sting Web page at www.compag
.com, the official tour site will launch this fall
to coincide with the tour’s kickoff October |4th
at the Hard Rock Hotel in Las Vegas.

The site will be everything Sting, including
chat sessions, a multimedia scrapbook, and
webcasts. The site will also serve as a store
for his merchandise.

As part of the deal, Compag plans to
create a number of branding, advertising and
promotional tie-ins with the tour. The computer
company is also developing hardware and
software far sequencing, digital sampling, stage
lighting design and programming, plus business
and production management.

> Lycos, the Web portal that launched a
dedicated MP3 search engine earlier this year,
has acquired Internet Music Distribu-
tion Inc., which makes Sonique, an MP3 soft-
ware player. Lycos snagged IMDI for about .
million shares of Lycos stock worth about $39
million. Lycos will give away the music player.

» Former Soundgarden frontman Chris
Cornell is giving the Net first crack at his
new single, “Can’t Change Me,” from his
upcoming album, Fuphoria Morning. What's
unusual abaut the promotion is that the single
is being offered for download in the MP3 format
by more than 30 radio station Web sites before
it is released to radio for airplay. The partici-
pating rock and alternative radio station sites
are sporting a special Chris Cornell MP3 banner.
All fans need to do is click on the banner to
download the song. The album will be released
September 2|st.

P RealNetworks has released its latest
version of Realjukebox, probably the most
user-friendly software to record and playback
MP3 files. Along with the announcement of the
upgrade, several companies announced their
own plans for Realjukebox.

RealNetworks, Warner Music Group and
Trans World Entertainment are working
together to promote and market several artists
from Warner Music Group labels
such as Atlantic, Elektra, Warner Bros. and
Maverick. The project’s goal is to develop
promotional and e-commerce opps for consum-
ers on the Web. All promotions will be available
via secure download at TWEC.com through

the use of the Realjukebox Beta 2 version
and Realjukebox Plus. Some of the artists
participating in the promotion are Edwin
McCain, Jewel, OI' Dirty Bastard, Mint
Condition, Gerald Levert, and Yitamin C.
Philips Electronics announced a new
digital player based on flash memory that will
be seamlessly integrated with Realjukebox.
Philips is betting that RealJukebox’s recording
and file managing system will be just the ticket
for non-techies when it comes to downloading,
transferring and playing MP3 files.

> MTV.com has launched MTV S-Track,
calling it the first music soundtrack developed
for a Web site. S-Track plays a different song
for every section of the site using technology
designed exclusively for MTV by Beatnik, Inc.
While Beatnik may not be a household name,
its founder, Thomas Dolby Robertson,
was one of the first stars on MTV with hits like
“She Blinded Me With Science.”

“By mixing the Beatnik technology with
original music, MTV.com is exemplifying the
way music should be experienced interactively
on the Web,” Robertson said. “MTV.com fans
can choose from a personal play list and
then imitate their favorite DJs by varying the
sounds, instrumentation, tempo and key.”

Other artists that have signed on to do
an MTV $-Track include DMX producer Dame
Grease, hip-hop producer Shawn ). Period and
Arabian Knight.

> When you think about it, the Net is much
more futuristic than anything David Bowie
sang about in his Ziggy Stardust & The Spiders
From Mars days. In the past few years, Bowie
has broken new ground not only with his Bowie
Bonds offering but also with the official Web
site and ISP, www.davidbowre.com. Now, the
Thin White Duke is offering fans a chance to
preview his new album, Aours, almost two full
months before its October Sth release.

During the next few weeks, fans will be able
to preview cover artwork as well as the music
itself. Members who visit the “Building Hours”
section will be allowed a sneak preview when
45 seconds of each new song is posted in the
RealAudio format every week. Along with the
musical preview, segments of the cover art will
also be added on a weekly basis.

> The New York State Police,

which ran into some trouble when it posted

Associated Press photos of Wood-

stock without the news agency’s permission,

has removed the pictures from its Web site.

The 14 news photos, taken during the riot that

ruined the otherwise successful three-day
Continued On Page 27
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Last Week

P&ILISTAR I3

The Internet’s Most Requested Concerf Toyss

This Week

Artist

Power Index

Backstreet Boys

1.000

The Intemet Source For Concert Informa

Artists are ronked by the number of fimes their itinerory is raquested by fons visiting the .com
R o et ot o At s Bl by pebs
The Power Index is determined by ronking the ortists os o percentuge of

chortlooder.

1 2 Bruce Springsteen & E Street Band 34
3 3 11 Top / Lynyrd Skynyrd ) 25
4 4 *N Sync ’ 167
13 5 Lenny Kravitz 139
6 6 Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers 135
9 7 Ricky Martin 128
1 8 Cher 126
8 9 “Lilith Fair” ]
19 10 Roger Waters Al
10 I Britney Spears 109
I 12 Alanis Morissette / Tori Amos 098
16 13 Jimmy Buffett 097
18 14 Black Sabbath 092
12 15 Metallica 0%
7] 16  Sting 089
14 17 Bob Dylan / Paul Simon 081
2l 18 Def Leppard 07
0 19 Goo Goo Dolls 074
25 20 Eagles 3
20 21 Kid Rock 070
30 2 Sammy Hagar & The Waboritas 068
54 23 Jeff Beck / Jonny Lang 061
33 24 R.E.M. 065
2 25 Neil Diamond 0683
15 26 Alice Cooper 062
34 27 Dokken 058
17 28 Phish 057
35 29 Motley Crue / Scorpions 054
] 30 The Offspring 083
3 3 Eric Clapton - 052
2% 32 Cheap Trick 051
48 33 Duran Duran ) 050
38 34 Dixie Chicks 049
43 35 Jewel ) 048
49 36 Red Hot Chili Peppers 047
36 37 Lauryn Hill 046
R 38 98 Degrees 045
NEW) 39 John Popper - 044
52 40 Maxwell . 042
4 41 The Allman Brothers Band 04
39 42 Barenaked Ladies 040
45 43 iron Maiden 038
41 44 Sevendust 037
31 45 Bonnie Raitt 036
41 46 Willie Nelson 035
NEW) 47 Insane Clown Posse 034
57 48 Tim McGraw 032
] 49 Tom Waits ]
NEW) 50 *“B.B. King Blues Festival 1999" 030

www:pollstar.co
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Headline Artist

$1,118,663
$ 951,555
$ 845,742
$ 822,252
$ 790,428
$ 756,172
$ 634,758
$ 621,004
$ 449,124
$ 424,454
$ 408,608
$ 346,640
$ 230,724
$ 205,678
$ 195,849
$ 192,727
$ 188,698
$ 187,601
$ 183,506
$ 157,734
$ 157,545
$ 134,413
$ 129,854
$ 122,009
$ 114,663
$ 113,291
$ 110,740
$ 96,730
$ 95,067
$ 89,983
$ 89,671
$ 89,207
$ 75811
$ 72,609
$ 68,285
$ 53,458
$ 43,781
$ 36,678
$ 24,759
$ 23,804
$ 19,282
$ 17,693
$ 13,652
$ 13,307
$ 12,195
$ 11,191
$ 10338
$ 10,009
$ 8,918
$ 6,813

31,795
31,674
20,463
15,162
21,458
13,546
12,501
21,388
6,306
14,154
12,946
9,344
6,217
8,568
7,554
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7,429
6,208
3,720
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5,082
5,183
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3,741
3,852
2,752
3,631
2,651
3,107
7,236
2,466
2,858
2,158
1,877
1,703
1,345
1,234
1,251
1,026
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862
899
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684
1,096
771
474
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Dave Matthews Band
Phish

“OZZfest '99”

Cher

Shania Twain

Bob Dylan / Paul Simon
Elton John

‘N Sync

Whitney Houston

Lenny Kravitz / Black Crowes
John Mellencamp

Rod Stewart

Gipsy Kings

Journey

Jewel

“Vans Warped Tour”
Alanis Morissette

The Allman Brothers Band
Widespread Panic
Motley Crue / Scorpions
Sarah Brightman

Poison / Ratt
Nickelodeon’s “All That & More”
Limp Bizkit

Sammy Hagar

Harry Connick Jr.

Natalie Merchant

The Original Bad Company
Blondie

Ani DiFranco

Elvis Costello

Seal

The Charlie Daniels Band
Chris Isaak

Hole

Jonny Lang

Rammstein

Coliective Soul

Eminem

Ben Folds Five

GWAR

The Tragically Hip

Mike Ness

Orgy

Fuel

Robbie Williams

Galactic

Built To Spill

Beth Orton

The Verve Pipe

Monterey Peninsula Artists
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Creative Artists Agency

Rock Steady Management Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency

The Howard Rose Agency
Renaissance Entertainment
William Morris Agency
Creative Artists Agency
William Morris Agency
International Creative Mgmt.
Renaissance Entertainment
Artists & Audience Entertainment
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency
Renaissance Entertainment
Progressive Global Agency
QBQ / Artists & Audience
Metropolitan Entertainment
Agency For The Performing Arts
International Creative Mgmt.
Creative Artists Agency
Agency For The Performing Arts
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency

The Agency Group Ltd.
William Morris Agency
Fleming, Tamulevich & Assoc.
MVO Ltd.

Creative Artists Agency
William Morris Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
QBQ Entertainment

Monterey International

QBQ Entertainment

Creative Artists Agency
William Morris Agency
ARTISTdirect

Pinnacle Entertainment
Entourage Talent Associates
Bandwagon Touring Artists
Creative Artists Agency
Monterey Peninsula Artists
Little Big Man Booking
Madison House

The Agency Group

Little Big Man Booking
Monterey Peninsula Artists

The Concert Pulse ranks each artist by their average boxoffice gross per city and is based on data reporied within the last three months.
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EUROPEAN NEWS
Reported by Camilla Phelps
0956.113.562 Fax 171.359.1131
E-mail: camilla@pollstar.com

TAKING A BREAX from his U.K. promo
activities, Ricky Martin caught Celine
Dion’s London tour date July 10. Pictured
(L-R) at Wembley Stadium are Sony
Canada VP Richard Zuckerman,
Martin, and Dion management team
reps Barry Garber and Paul Faberman.

United Kingdom: As POLLSTAR
went to press, it was emerging that
the festival situation in the west
country was suffering from atten-
dance figures way below previous
expectations. The predicted rush
to see the total solar eclipse August
11 in England’s southwest had

not materialised and many eclipse-
oriented events looked set to

lose money.

With four main music festivals
taking place in the Devon and
Cornwall regions, plus many smaller
ones, the competition was always
intense. Many first-time event
organisers jumped at this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity, setting up
festivals to cash in on the astronomi-
cal occasion. Earlier this year, it was
estimated there would be millions
of extra visitors to the region, all
heading to see the eclipse and attend
various events. In reality, only a
fraction of the anticipated crowds
seemed headed to the west country.

Organisers blamed poor advance
sales on negative publicity about the
anticipated traffic delays, plus warn-
ings about the harmful effects of
looking at a solar eclipse. Add to this
scenario torrential rain in the days
preceding the eclipse and even last-
minute ticket buyers were put off.

The significant events were the
Total Eclipse festival at Newnham
Park, Devon, with Orbital, Asian
Dub Foundation, Gregory Isaacs,

and Sugar Hill Gang; and in
Cornwall, the Lizard Festival,
featuring Kula Shaker, James, and
the Levellers; the Moonshadow
festival with Van Morrison headlin-
ing; and at the site of last year’s
Megadog beach festival - Carlyon
Bay - Eclipse ’99, featuring Happy
Mondays, 808 State, and Monaco.

A spokesperson at the Total
Eclipse festival - a co-promotion
between Harvey Goldsmith Enter-
tainments, Essential and Megadog -
confirmed that the day before the
eclipse, attendance figures at the site
were lower than expected. More
details will be available next week.

* WITH ONLY A FEW WEEKS LEFT
until V99, the promoters discovered
that 1,000 one-day tickets had
been stolen. A spokesperson for
V99 confirmed that ticket numbers
9001 to 10000 for August 21 at the
Chelmsford site were missing from
the local post office. The ticket
numbers were voided but organisers
fear punters may unwittingly buy
them from touts.

The weekend festival is on course
to sell out with all weekend camping
tickets gone.

* QASIS HAS LOST GUITARIST

Paul “Bonehead” Arthurs, who
announced he was quitting the band.
A statement from record company
Creation ended months of specula-
tion about his future. The 34-year-
old musician said, “After a lot of
consideration, I have decided to call
it a day with Oasis. 've had a fantas-
tic eight years in one of the best
bands ever to come out of Britain,
and now feel I have come to the stage
where I'd like to concentrate on
other things in my life outside the
demands of being in a successful
rock ’n’ roll band.”

Arthurs was one of the band’s
founding members along with bass
player Paul McGuigan and drummer
Tony McCarroll. The Gallagher
brothers later joined them. A spokes-
person said there were no plans to
replace him.

Arthurs was often seen as the
peacemaker in the early days, when
fraternal conflicts caused many a
public rift between Liam and Noel
Gallagher. McCarroll was the first
member to leave after being sacked
by Noel Gallagher in 1995. He sued
for his share of royalties and received
an out-of-court settlement estimated
at £550,000 earlier this year.
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Noel Gallagher downplayed
Arthurs’ departure and was quoted
as saying, “It’s hardly Paul
McCartney leaving The Beatles.”

Gallagher also claimed that the
guitarist left in March, which sug-
gested it took this long to formalise
his departure. If this is the case, both
parties can probably avoid litigation.

The band had been planning
to release an album next year.

* THE CAMBRIDGE FOLK FESTIVAL
celebrated its 30th anniversary in
the heat of the summer sun, basking
in the hottest weekend of the year
July 30-August 1.1t sold out several
weeks in advance, as it had in recent
years, and organiser Eddie Barcan
was enthused about the musical
melting pot he cooked up this year.
“There was a great variety,” he

told POLLSTAR. “The big names
such as James Taylor and Loudon
Wainwright I11 delivered, and the
new acts proved themselves.”

He cited examples such as Steve
Earle, who played three times during
the weekend on different stages, and
sparkling performances by The Saw
Doctors and newcomers such as
Mercury Prize nominee Kate Rusby
and the Peat Bog Faeries.

The talking point of the weekend
was headliner Nick Cave, who some
criticised for his less-than-obvious
folk connections, while others
said it was an inspired choice.

“We need to keep challenging ideas
of what you can present as folk,”
explained Barcan.

With another sellout year under
his belt, Barcan is not tempted to
move the festival to a bigger site to
increase the 10,000-per-day capacity.
“The reason this festival works,” he
said, “is because it is a beautiful and
intimate site with the widest possible
definition of folk and the highest
quality music. To change a winning
formula would be a mistake.”

* CLASSICAL MUSIC PURISTS
have attacked a plan allowing an
American sponsor to have its name
emblazoned on the outside of the
refurbished Royal Opera House in
return for a £10 million donation.
Classical promoter Raymond
Gubbay was quoted as saying,
“This sounds like a rather tacky
American idea. It’s not very nice to
see a state-run company doing this.”
If the deal is finalized, it will be
the first time one of the four major
government-subsidised art compa-

nies has an individual’s name on the
outside of the building. Under this
title-sponsorship plan - devised by
the Royal Opera House’s new Ameri-
can chief executive, Michael Kaiser -
the sponsor’s name would appear in
the main public foyer of the theatre.
The £213 million renovation
programme will be completed this
year and the Royal Opera House is
scheduled to reopen in December.

* TRINIFOLD TRAVEL, A NAME
associated with the touring business
for 25 years, no longer exists, follow-
ing a takeover by New York-based
Altour International. Tony jones,
who returned to work with Trinifold
18 months ago, was appointed
managing director of Altour Interna-
tional in the U.K. He said the com-
pany is planning to open offices in
Paris and Milan.

Over the years, Trinifold has
made tour travel arrangements for
the Rolling Stones, Madonna, Phil
Collins, and others. Jones said he was
sad to see the Trinifold name lost but
the deal represented the best way
forward for the company.

TOUR-TRAVELING Britney Spears
makes "em smile behind the scenes of
her July 25 concert at General Motors
Place in Vancouver. Pictured (L-R)
with the singer are Universal Concert’s
Dave Fortune, the venue’s Shane
Bourbonnais, Universal’s lan Low
and GM Place’s Todd Kobus.

+ THE MAN WHO DISCOVERED
The Spice Girls died in a car
accident August 10. Bob Herbert,
57, who also assembled hit boy band
Five and worked with 1980s teen
band Bros, was killed instantly when
his car crashed in heavy rain.
Herbert was the individual who
advertised in The Stage for an all-girl
band and chose the five original
Spice Girls after many auditions. He
helped them fine-tune their actasa



group called Touch. However, before
the Girls hit the big time, they left
him and found another manager in
Simon Fuller, who powered them to
superstardom.

Nevertheless, The Spice Girls
recognised their debt to Herbert
and said in a released statement,
“We were all shocked and saddened
to hear the news. Our deepest
sympathy goes out to his family.

We know he will be sadly missed.
All our love - Melanie C, Melanie G,
Emma and Victoria.”

Herbert reportedly lost control
of his car and collided with another
vehicle. He was removed from the
vehicle by rescue teams and taken to
a hospital, where he was pronounced
dead on arrival.

The band Five was on a promo
trip in South America and un-
available for comment. Herbert
worked with his son, Chris, who
co-manages Five.

In additional Spice Girls news,
lawyers for the ladies have demandea
a detailed audit of the band’s record
sales. Solicitor Lee & Thompson
asked for confirmation of the band’s
U.S. sales. The lawyers’ request reads:
“We do think it is very important to
have further access to Virgin Records
in America. The auditors have
discovered that in the USA, reserves
have been taken in excess of what is
permitted. I do not think it is enough
for the auditors to ask questions
which you in turn relay to Virgin in
Los Angeles - they will need to carry
out some site work.”

A spokesperson fer The Spice
Girls spid the audit was normal
procedure and the band was not
“worried about missing millions.”
Alan Edwards spoke for the band,
saying, “We do expect some adjust-
ments because there always are in
audits, especially when they are as
big as this.”

Germany: MAREK LIEBERBERG
Konzertagentur is the first
European promoter to add an extra
date to Bryan Adams’ autumn tour.
MLK Ras the bulk of the European
tour with 17 shows in Germany.

Despite a hectic summer tour
schedule, Adams will return to start
his two-month European leg at the
Newcastle Arena in the U.K.on
Qctober 4. It is currently set to end
in Frankfurt on November 20; how-
ever, Adams’ agent, Carl Leighton-
Pope, said that more dates will be
added to the schedule.

During the first sales week, tickets
moved quickly and it looks like the
tour will extend through December.
The first additional show is at the
Olympiahalle in Munich, which sold
out the first ticket allocation almost
immediately.

Leighton-Pope told POLLSTAR,
“Bryan toured everywhere this
summer, doing festivals and his own
shows, including 10 shows in France,
and he did phenomenal business.
He decided to tour as a three-piece
with Mickey Curry and Keith Scott,
and the reaction has been phenom-
enal. The audiences have been a
mixture of traditional Bryan Adams
fans and new younger fans, particu-

larly since his duet with Sporty Spice.

On the back of this extraordinary
summer, we decided to come
straight back out again. And he
hasn’t done an indoor tour with
this album.”

This tour will also feature the
three-piece-band format and Adams
will be working with an opening act
for the first time.

MLK is also promoting autumn
dates in Germany with the Euryth-
mics, Amanda Marshall, Reef,

The Offspring, The Pretenders,
and German act Sasha, plus a long
run of Lord of the Dance.

Ireland: IT wAS THE BIGGEST
Guinness Blues Festival to date
with about 30,000 people attending
shows as part of the Dublin concert
series at the end of July. The
organisers expanded the definition
of blues music and the lineup
included Nina Simone, who drew
6,562 people to her show at the
Point, plus Eric Bibb, Ben Harper,
The Blind Boys of Alabama,

and others.

The event included 10 ticketed
shows and a host of free events.
Organiser Una Johnston at Carpe
Diem Productions said the aim of
the festival is to keep diversifying
and appealing to a wider audience.

Slovenia: THE SLOVENIAN
touring market has had a good
summer with concerts by Metallica,
Bob Dylan, The Cardigans, and
R.E.M. pulling good audiences and
proving the country’s viability as
a regular stop on the touring map.
Coming up this month is the Vans
Warped Tour, which last year drew
4,000 people; promoter Igor Vidmar
at Ropot hopes he can repeat that
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success. Vidmar
will also promote
Breakbeatnik 2K,
a dance-oriented
event featuring Roni
Size on September 8.

Vidmar said that
Slovenia is coming
into its own as a
viable touring
market with a good
economy and a fast
developing popular
culture. The average
price for big shows is
£15-£17 and he said
the business is devel-
oping rapidly.

“In some ways, it
is a more
difficult market now,” he told
POLLSTAR, “because the age group
of music fans is falling and tastes
are changing so quickly, so we
need to bring more and more
contemporary artists to Slovenia to
satisfy the audiences.”

In the pipeline, Vidmar is waiting
for confirmation on shows with
Alanis Morissette and Bryan Ferry.

AP Photo
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BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND’S $55 million Waterfront
concert hall looms behind a couple sitting in the
redeveloped area. The structure along the city’s riverside
represents a newfound confidence for the otherwise
war-torn district.

Denmark: IN THE ABSENCE OF
a live Rammstein show, Motor,
like MCT in Germany, is feeding
the Rammstein fever by promoting
the live-in-concert movie in
Copenhagen on behalf of Universal
on August 28.

Promoter Mads Sorensen told
POLLSTAR, “We've done it
before, and very successfully, with

The Greatest Show For Your Venue This Season!

His Latest Grammy
Nominated Album

SENOR BOLERO

Is Multi-Platinum

He Is A 6 Time Grammy
Award Winning Artist

His P.B.S. Television
Special Airs in August

(201) 265-8262
ENTERTAINMENT ASSOCIATES  Fax (201) 265-0603

MANAGEMENT

JOHN REGNA
(201) 265-8262
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ITALIAN TENOR Luciano Pavarotti does

a sight chreck on a pair of custom-made
protective eclipse sunglasses in Bucharest,
Romania, August 10. While testing it,

he said he has “deep emotion” regarding
the solar eclipse although he emphasized
he is not superstitious. The singer was
scheduled to perform an open-air
concert just hours after the astronomical
event August 11 in the shadow of the
white palace built by late Communist
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu.

Portishead Live at the Roseland,
where we had an attendance of more
than 700 people.”

Sorensen said the show will kick
start one of the busiest autumn
seasons ever for Motor. Upcoming
shows include The Offspring,
Megadeth, Jamiroquai, The Chemi-
cal Brothers, Filter, Cassandra
Wilson, the first ever (and only)
Scandinavian date with the Brian
Setzer Orchestra, Moby, Mogwai,
Tindersticks, Supergrass, Suede,
Lamb, Ben Folds Five, Neurosis,
The Wannadies, and many more.
Among the local acts are rapper
Clemens and Danish megastar
Caroline Henderson.

Sorensen said that expanding
Motor’s musical repertoire has led
to great success. “Our world music
department, run by Peter Sorensen,
has got off to a flying start and seems
to be developing way beyond expec-
tations with upcoming shows by
Cuban megastar Ruben Gonzaléz,
Musafir, Griot Groove, Skatalites, Jr.
Delgado, Abdel Ali Slimani, Yulduz
Usmanova, and Transglobal Under-
ground.” The autumn highlight will
be the Afro-Cuban AllStars.

Yugoslavia: A 36-HOUR MUSIC
marathon featured bands from
Yugoslavia, Bosnia, Croatia and
Slovenia, which reunited for the first
time since 1991 to play for thou-
sands of fans.

“This is the first time that we are
playing together after eight years
and I don’t understand why we were
divided all these years,” said Bruno
Langer from the band Atomsko
Skloniste. The Croatian band was
one of the most popular in the
former Yugoslavia a decade ago,
preceding the wars.

The setting in the town of Brcko
was significant because of its status
as a neutral territory under joint
control of the Serbs, Muslims and
Croats. Croatian singer Marina
Perezic said, “This is an historic
concert and | think we proved that
music has no boundaries.”

Reported by Karen Bliss
416.944.0930 Fax 416.944.9652
E-mail: karen@pollstar.com

* THE GUESS WHO REUNITED
onstage at the closing ceremonies
of the XIII Pan American Games
August 8 in Winnipeg. Jim Kale,
Randy Bachman, Garry Peterson
and Burton Cummings reportedly
received $250,000 (Cdn.) for the
20-minute set composed of four
songs - “No Time,” “These Eyes,”
“Undun” and “American Woman.”

The hometown heroes hadn’t
performed together since a show at
Winnipeg’s Centennial Concert Hall
in 1983. The group is considering
touring.

An article in the Winnipeg Sun
reported that Cummings said,

“I really think this is going to go

on further. There are some offers on
the table, especially from the States
and Japan, and why not? If it’s fun,
if you're middle-aged and you can
still have fun, that’s the deal.”

Cummings told CKY-58’s D] Gary
“Big Daddy” MacLean on the air
that if The Guess Who reunited for
a tour, he'd like to kick it off at the
Can-West Global Stadium. “I under-
stand Sam Katz ... built a nice place
where the Goldeyes play, and it seats
around 15,000 or 16,000. That would
be perfect, I think. What better place
to rehearse for a two-hour show
but our hometown of Winnipeg?
We would put the show together
here and do it for the first time in
public here”

He added that the concert would
likely be “a full two-and-a-half-hour
show, including some [Bachman
Turner Overdrive] stuff, some

AUGUST 16,1999 * PGUSIAR

Burton Cummings stuff and all
The Guess Who stuff. All those
good songs.”

Kale, who officially owns The
Guess Who name, said of a possible
tour, “It would be very premature to
say yes or no, but it’s more than just
a rumour.”

* SEARS AND UNIVERSAL
Concerts Canada will present the
Backstreet Boys’ Into the Millen-
nium Tour. Three shows have been
announced - Montreal’s Molson
Centre on November 10, Toronto’s
Skydome Skytent (11) and Ottawa’s
Corel Centre (12). The group will
sing, dance and make young girls
scream “in the round.”

¢ THE CANADIAN COUNTRY Music
Association has announced the
nominees for the Canadian Coun-
try Music Awards to be held Sep-
tember 13 in Ottawa, Ont., the last
day of Country Music Week ’99
(September 10-13).

Topping the list with six nomina-
tions apiece are Shania Twain,

Terri Clark, Prairie Oyster and The
Wilkinsons. Paul Brandt came in
second with five nominations.

Going head-to-head in the
female artist of the year category are
Stephanie Beaumont, Lisa Brokop,
Clark, Twain and Michelle Wright.
The nominees for male artist of
the year are Julian Austin, Brandt,
Bruce Guthro, Jason McCoy and
Jamie Warren.

Group or duo of the year will be a
toss-up between Farmer’s Daughter,
The Johner Bros., Leahy, Prairie
Opyster and The Wilkinsons.

During the final selection process
- which takes place over the next few
weeks - 1,700 members of the
CCMA will vote for the winner in
each of nine categories. Two awards
are selected by the public: top selling
album, based on Canadian sales fig-
ures, and the CMT Maple Leaf Foods
Fans’ Choice Award, which is tallied
by votes received on a 1-900 number.

In the 1999 CCMA Industry
Citation Awards, the nominees for
manager of the year are Brian
Ferriman (Michelle Wright), Ron
Kitchener (Jason McCoy), Peter
Leggett (Shirley Myers), Gerry
Leiske (Farmer’s Daughter) and Beth
Warren (Jamie Warren).

Up for booking agent of the year
are Catherine Faint (Catherine Faint
Entertainment), Mike Lesperance
(The Talent Network), Richard Mills

HALF A MILLION PEOPLE converged on
Switzerland’s financial capital for the
eighth annual Lake Parade, the
country’s largest open-air techno music
party. Buerkli Square (foreground),

the Quai Bridge between the Lake of
Zurich (R) and the Limmat river (L) are
barely visible as revelers and the parade
make its way along 7th Street August 7.
More than 100,000 fans came from
Germany to see, among other things,

30 love mobiles (huge trailers crammed
with dancers), and futuristic costumes
such as millennium space outfits, male
miniskirts, and bikinis crafted from
coconuts and aluminum foil.

(S.L. Feldman & Associates), Shaw
Salzberg (S.L. Feldman & Associates)
and Ron Sparling (Laurie-Ann
Entertainment).

Talent buyer or promoter of the
year will go to either Rob Bennett
(Universal Concerts Canada),

Bill Carruthers (Casino Rama),
Catherine Faint (Catherine Faint
Entertainment), Ron Sakamoto
(Gold & Gold Productions) or
Beth Warren (Too Hip Records).

Country club of the year is
between Cook County Saloon
(Edmonton, Alberta), Cowboys
(Calgary, Alberta), Nashville North
(Norval, Ont.), Ranchman’s Restau-
rant (Calgary) and Zuma’s Texas
Grill & Dancehall (Ottawa, Ont.).

Competing for country event
of the year are the Calgary Stampede
(Calgary); Dauphin’s Countryfest
{Dauphin, Manitoba); Havelock
Country Jamboree (Havelock, Ont.);
and Huron Carole-National Tour
and Merritt Mountain Music Festival
(Merritt, B.C).

* A SECOND CELINE DION sHOW
has been added in Ottawa Septem-
ber 14 at the Corel Centre. The first
show was originally scheduled for
May 2, then was postponed until



September 13. Dion is performing
for thie first time ever “in the round.”

* AN ESTIMATED 11,000 PEOPLE
attended the 20th annual Edmonton
Folk Music Festival August 5-8 at
Gallagher Park. Eight stages featured
musi¢ of every folk ilk - African,
Celti¢, South American and more -
including performances by top-
name acts The Rankins, Jimmy Clift,
Kate & Anne McGarrigle, Joan
Armatrading, and Nanci Griffith.

* NORTHERN X-POSURE, TORONTO’S
urban music conference, still has a
long way to go in terms of garnering
industry support in Canada, but
conference organizers Vivian
Barclay, Sol Guy, Mr. Morgan and
Jason “Jazzy” Gannon managed to
secure some interesting U.S. panel-
ists for the two-day conference.

Held July 29-30 at the Radisson
Plaza hotel, NX 99 included nine
panels, a keynote address by Eve
(who replaced Sean “Puffy” Combs
in the final hour), a showcase and
a basketball game.

American panelists included
Chivon Dean; Marc Jordan, VP of
Columbia/Trackmasters; Riggs Mo-
rales of The Source; Allen S. Gordar,
editoy of Rap Pages; Buddah Cess
of Laud; Vivian Chew of Timezone
International; Will Kriksy of the Fox
Agency; and Will Strickland.

Canadian label panelists included
Spencer Tatem of EMI/Virgin;

Sean Cordner of BMG Canada;
Bonnie Fedrau of EMI; Jane Tatter-
sall af Zomba Music; Sharon Douce
of PalyGram; and Jeff Goddard

of Néttwerk.

Bésides the media sponsors,
Barclay was grateful for financial
support from SOCAN, BMG Music
Canada, Warner Music Canada
and Warner/Chappell Publishing.
Other labels, she said, just weren’t
forthcoming.

Barclay is already working on
Northern X-posure 2000. “We’ll still
do the conference next year, and we/ll
still go to the Canadian labels and
give them the opportunities to be
involved,” she said. “We're pulling
together the evaluation forms, and
figuring out what went wrong and
where we need to improve. Are we
going to forget record companies
and go even more corporate, deal
with beer companies? Whatever it
takes to get it done.

“I'think a lot of 1t is having the
mongy to spend on full-page ads.

A lot of that is what will make the
difference in the end. Even the spon-
sorship we seek from labels isn't
enough to do that so you have to find
another method to get that money.”

AUSTRALIAN NEWS

Reported by Bryan Jones
Fax 613.9499.7786
E-mail: bryan@pollstar.com

* A NEw YEAR's EVE sHOW IN
Gisborne, New Zealand - suppos-
edly the first major concert of the
new millennium - is in trouble.

The bill included David Bowie,
opera singer Dame Kiri Te Kanawa,
and a re-formed Split Enz, and was
expected to draw 30,000 fans.

Hundreds of canoes from nearby
islands and 200 cyclists from
Auckland were to arrive at dawn as
part of a symbolic “getting together
of souls.” However, promoter Bruce
Bell said that his company has failed
to find a sponsor. Ticket sales were
slower than anticipated, he said, add-
ing that the expected overseas audi-
ence was having difficulty securing
flight reservations into the country
since most were booked by New
Zealanders returning home to enjoy
their own celebrations.

Bell said he had contractual
agreements with the main acts.
“Pressure from those acts and those
contractual arrangements are heavy,
and we have only got a few days to
satisfy details of those contracts.”

Reps for Bowie and several of the
hired production managers issued a
press release August 9 announcing
their intention to withdraw due
to the promoter’s apparent inability
to come up with financing for
the venture.

* MicHAEL COPPEL PRESENTS 1S
bringing Alanis Morissette here

for her third concert tour, this time
with Garbage. MCP has tentatively
booked eight shows between
October 5 and 18, but judging from
Morissette’s strong concert track
record in Australia, it is expected the
number will triple after tickets go
on sale August 20.

Morissette’s record sales
downunder have been impressive.
Jagged Little Pill shifted a million
copies - becoming the biggest selling
album in the history of Warner
Music Australia - staying in the Top
100 for two years and yielding six
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Top 40 hit singles. Sales units for
Supposed Former Infatuation Junkie
are approaching 200,000.

Garbage’s self-titled debut
sold 200,000 and Version 2:0 has
surpassed 70,000 copies.

+ DAINTY CONSOLIDATED
Entertainment introduced the cast of
its $10 million production “Happy
Days - The Arena Mega-Musical”
with parties at Sydney’s Fuel club
and Melbourne’s Soda Rock Diner.

Bobby-soxed girls on roller skates
served pink milkshakes and cherry-
cola drinks until the Henry “The
Fonz” Winkler appeared on a giant
video screen from L.A. asking who
would play his role. This was the cue
for Craig McLachlan - who began
in the sitcom “Neighbors” and
established himself in “Grease” and
the “Rocky Horror Show” - to roar
in on a Harley Davidson motorbike.

McLachlan told the crowd, “I've
done a lot of shows in the past but
they were cheeseburgers; this is the
Big Mac.”

“Happy Days - The Arena Mega-
Musical” presents the hits of the *50s
trom a guitar-shaped stage. After its
premiere at the Sydney Superdome
October 15, it hits the road through
Australia in 10,000-capacity arenas
before heading abroad.

Also in the show are Jon Stevens
of the band Noiseworks (he played
Judas in “Jesus Christ Superstar”)
as the Fonz’s alter ego, Frank (“I've
always loved the TV series and can't
wait to play the bad guy.”); actress
Rebecca Gibney as new character

AP Photo

““LOVE, friendship, music, stop violence,
stop drugs” is the Rome, N.Y., theme
that made its way to Station Woodstock
in Zary, Poland, where more than 50
bands played at the three-day event.
Established five years ago by Jurek
Owsiak, the annual event emphasizes
the spirit of Woodstock 1969. Here, teens
walk among tents at the old airfield near
the German border August 7.

Miss Frost (“I'm petrified at the
thought of singing live.”); Doug
Parkinson as Al the diner owner;
Human Nature as a doo-wop band;
and Jo-Beth Taylor playing Frank’s
girlfriend, Laura, who leaves him for
Ritchie Cunningham. The Ritchie
and Joanie roles have yet to be
announced. The original Mr.
Cunningham, actor Tom Bosley,
heads to Australia to reprise his role,
while Winkler is listed as the show’s
creative consultant.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

DCE chief Paul Dainty, who
negotiated the musical’s global rights
with Paramount TV, said he always
figured the concept was an audience
grabber. But when it was work-
shopped in England earlier in the
year, he was flabbergasted at the
response. “Even I'd underestimated
how much ‘Happy Days’ is in people’s
psyche. They just went crazy. They
were screaming at every line. The
‘Happy Days’ musical will be the
biggest production ever staged in
Australia”

* WARNER MUSIC AUSTRALIA HAS
signed two new acts to its roster —
Shihad and Palladium. Shihad,
Melbourne-based Kiwis, are signed
for the world. The band is recording
its fourth album, The General
Electric, in Vancouver, B.C., with
Garth Richardson (Rage Against
the Machine, Skunk Anansie, Jesus
Lizard), due for release October 4.
Palladium is an indie guitar pop
band from Brisbane that is putting
down tracks for its debut album.

* MIDWAY THROUGH A THREE-
week Australian tour, Jerry Lewis
was hospitalised in Darwin due to a
bout of viral meningitis. The come-
dian intended to finish the remain-
ing dates but doctors convinced his
wife, SanDee, that he needed up to
eight weeks of rest. The 73-year-old
returned to Las Vegas with SanDee
and 7-year-old daughter Danielle
Sara to recuperate.,

Said Adelaide promoter Mario
Maiolo, “He didn’t want to go home;
he wanted to get back onstage but
physically, he just can’t do it. He is
a real fighter and I hope he returns
here soon. Audiences have lapped up
his shows.”

It was Lewis’ fourth Australian
tour. The performer’s executive
assistant, Claudia Stabile, said Lewis
will appear in the annual Labor Day
Telethon for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association next month.

* PERTH CLUB M0JO’s WAS VOTED
favourite venue in the recent West
Australian Music Industry (WAMI)
awards. lan Stuart won best live
sound engineer and Laurie Mariani
picked up the gong for best lighting
engineer.

* THE REALLY UseruL COMPANY

(RUC) and the Sydney Theatre
Company (STC) took the extraordi-
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nary step of canceling the hottest
subscription season ticket, “Sunset
Boulevard.” This came after they
failed to secure $2.5 million of
investor support in time for the
production’s November opening
at the Opera House.

This is the latest blow for the
Andrew Lloyd Webber show’s Aus-
tralian run. In 1996, its Melbourne
season was cut short when lead
Debra Byrne’s regular absences
affected ticket sales.

RUC’s Australian managing
director, Tim McFarlane, said he
intends to mount the Sydney run of
“Sunset Boulevard” starring singer
Judi Connelli at the Theatre Royal
next year, independent of the STC.

+ Tim FINN OF SpLIT ENZ AND
Crowded House fame is following
brother Neil to live in New Zealand
again after almost 20 years’ residence
in Australia. Tim just sold his classic
art deco home in Melbourne
(including a recording studio) for
$380,500.

* HockING & ViGo aND

Wilkinson present Chilean music
phenomenon Inti-Illimani (mean-
ing “sun mountain”) and flamenco
guitar master Paco Pena together for
11 theatre shows between October
23 and November 6.

* BURSWOOD INTERNATIONAL
Resort Casino in Perth has gained
approval to construct a convention
centre, remodel its restaurant and
cafe area, and build a bar and cabaret
lounge. These are expected to be
finished by June 2001.

Ken Gotfried, COO of owner
Burswood Ltd., announced that as
part of the $75 million expansion,
the complex seeks to add 120 gaming
machines for a total of 1,300 and
increase its tables from 125 to 141.

* L.A. TRIO SPAIN, FRONTED BY
Josh “Son of Jazzman Charlie”
Haden, is returning for shows along
the East Coast the first two weeks
of September. The act has released
an album, She Haunts My Dreams,
through BMG.

¢ SYDNEY-BASED D] AND DANCE
producer Josh Abrahams’ rise to
global success continues, hot on the
heels of a worldwide deal with Sony
Music. Tom Cruise is a fan and asked
Abrahams to provide the music
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for the soundtrack of
“Mission

Impossible 2,” which
is being filmed
around Sydney.

* ADELAIDE-based
Scorpion Entertain-
ment International is
bringing back U.S.
band Reel Big Fish
for 11 club shows

PuANIST JoHN TESH (R) talks with Peter Max, the official
artist of Gisborne, New Zealand’s The Millennium Wall
August 5. Tesh announced he will ring in the first day
of the 21st century by performing his song “Heart of the
Sunrise” against the backdrop of the wall at first light.

between September

30 and October 12. Also on the tour
are U.S. band 22 Jacks and new Aus-
tralian act Area 7.

Reported by Winnie Chung
852.9020.0873 Fax 852.2911.0402
E-mail: winnie@pollstar.com

* JAPANESE YOUTHS AND ROCK
fans showed they had what it took
to ensure orderly but enjoyable
concerts recently. At the annual Fuji
Rock Festival at Naeba, a remote ski
area about 250 miles north of Tokyo,
fans rocked to the blaring music of
Blur, The Chemical Brothers, Skunk
Anansie, Limp Bizkit, Tokyo Ska,
Phish, and Rage Against the Machine
July 30 to August 1.

After the dying strains of Rage’s
angry, rebellious chorus - “Don’t
do what they told you!” - the 25,000
kids who had earlier raged with the
music went about picking up their
trash and picnic coolers, leaving
the pastoral hillside as tidy as it was
when they arrived.

Five hours away in Tokyo, more
than 200,000 fans converged at a
waterfront site for a peaceful three-
hour concert in which the police
reported no disturbances or arrests.
Although 320 officers and some
3,000 security guards were on hand
to patrol the crowd for local band
Glay’s concert, no force was neces-
sary for crowd control.

Although no violence erupted,
800 people were treated for heat-
stroke and other maladies as tem-
peratures soared to about 93 degrees.
The concert at Tokyo Bay’s Makuhari
Messe complex was mainly attended
by female fans in their teens and
early 20s. The crowd was equal in
size to that of the Woodstock 99
festival in New York, which ended
in violence.

* RECORD-BREAKING TEEN IDOL
Hikaru Utada held a video concert
screening for about 40,000 people at
selected locations throughout Japan.
The showings in Sendai, Tokyo,
Osaka, Nagoya, Sapporo, Hiroshima
and Fukuoka were of the 16-year-old
hit sensation’s first live performances
in Osaka and Tokyo last April.

The singer, who resides in New
York, appeared via satellite at the
Tokyo International Forum stage
at the beginning of the concert. She
told fans she hoped the video would
serve as a warm-up until she
launches her tour.

Utada’s debut album, First Love,
broke sales records in Japan after
its release in March. It has sold 6.95
million copies so far.

Only several hundred people -
chosen by lottery - were lucky
enough to see her live shows in April.
The 40,000 who saw the video con-
cert also won their tickets through
a lottery organised by a Japanese
hamburger chain.

* IT’s BUSY TIMES FOR ASIAN-
based promoter Midas Promotions
with a roster of international acts
making their way to Asia. First on
the list was crooner George Benson,
who appeared at Kallang Theatre
in Singapore August 10 and Kuala
Lumpur’s Putra World Trade Center
the next day. Suede is slated to
appear in Taipei September 23 and
Singapore September 30. The band
will also perform in Hong Kong
but through a different promoter.

Back to Midas Promotions, young
kids The Moffatts will tour Brunei
October 15, Jakarta (17), Ho Chi
Minh City (19), Kuala Lumpur (22),
Manila (24), Bangkok (26), and
Bahrain and Dubai (28, 29).

Alanis Morissette is signed
for Manila October 20, Taipei (22),
Hong Kong (24) with Duet Produc-
tions, Singapore (28) and Kuala
Lumpur (29). In November,
she’ll probably tour Jakarta, India
and Dubai. «
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OzARK TALENT:
STEVE QZARK

Congratulations to W.C. Clark on his third W.C. Handy
award for Artist Most Deserving of Greater Recognition.
With 23 festival dates and more than 200 shows this year,
W.C. is definitely getting recognition as one of the greats.
= Josh Smith & The Frost have been touring 27
months nonstop, since Josh finished high school. The band
goes into the studio in October for Josh’s fourth full-length
release, having already sold more than 20,00 units on

the group’s own Maddog label. We're looking for package
opportunities and festivals. < Baby Jason & The
Spankers are releasing their fourth full-length release,
Drive By Discipline, on their own Butt Smackin’ Blues label.
A Wesr Coast tour is being planned for Decamber and a few
Midwest and South dates are available for this year. ~
Richard Leo Johnson has garnered amazing critical
acclaim for his concerts and Blue Note debut, fingerzjp Ship.
Richatd is touring with the California Guitar Trio in October,
and we're continually looking for concert dates both to
headline and support. <= Link 80 is 1unning a short
tour August 27th - September |8th before recording its new
Asian Man release. Offers and packages ar: being sought
for Ontario, Quebec, East Coast, South and Midwest from

October onward. ~=’ Brand New Unit is looking to

package/headline the West in October. Its new Burnin Heart
(D is out everywhere and the next record will be recorded
for B.Y.0. <= MU330 has finally taken its first extended
break from the road in eight years but won't be taking time
off. The band is producing a live (D and recording a Christ-
mas album for release in December, along with two more
music videos. MU330 will tour the Midwest in December and
January, the South in February and the West in March. ~
Dan Pottbast, singer and songwriter for MU330, is
available for college and support dates through November,
touring his Asian Man release, £yeballs. <> A special
thank you to everyone who contributed to the Habitat for
Humanity Hair Razing Fundraiser. We currently have about
$3,000 pledged and seek another $4,000 to build a home
for a family in need. Please send any donations to Trinity
Church, 1011 Yermont, Lawrence, KS 66044. ~= The next
time you're surfing the Web, hit www. hungersite.comto
provide a free meal to someone at no cost to you. Corporate
sponsorships can have a silver lining.

GBA:
GEOFFREY BLUMENAUER

Mr. Downchild is based in Cleveland and has avails
close to home during the winter, then Florida avails in
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late February/early March. < Ed Vadas & His
Fabulous Heavyweights are New England-based,
but they are also doing a Florida trip in early November.
<= Rick Roberts is Colorado based and has anchors
all over the map, touring solo. < Moby Grape is
(alifornia centered, with founding members Peter Lewis,
Jerry Miller and Bob Mosley. With the addition of Sam
Andrew of Big Brather, they tour the East annually, <
Brian Auger & The Oblivion Express are doing
West Coast dates in September and October. ~ The
Strawberry Alarm Clock, either with or without
Spencer Davis, is doing its Strawberry Jam in and around
(alifornia. The group features two drummers and three
original members. >’ P.F. Sloan, composer of “Eve
of Destruction” and “Secret Agent Man,” has an anchor in
Ohio November 6th with avails on both sides.

INTERNATIONAL Music NETWORK:
Davip Lroyn

It’s been an exciting year for Cuban music at IMN. Hot on
the heels of the successful Wim Wenders film, “The Buena
Vista Social Club” (with the release of Ibrahim Ferrer's new
Nonesuch recording, 7he Buena Vista Social (lub presents
lbrahim Ferrer and Ruben Gonzalez), the group begins its
first ever U.S. tour this fall. The response has been unprec-
edented for a world music artist, and we are now pleased to
be adding a second leg of this tour in February. There are
still some limited avails in the East, South and Southwest.
~<> (uban jazz piano legend Chucho Valdés tours in
September with a few Midwest-routed dates still available.
Dates are also being set for the next Afro Cuban Alf Stars
tour in Aprii. <= Solas is finishing up its summer tour
supporting Mary Chapin Carpenter, and the band thanks
everyone involved for the opportunity. < Vocalist
Dianne Reeves can be seen on two PBS programs this
month as a featured guest vocalist with both The Boston
Pops and the Lincotn Certer Jazz Orchestra with Wynton
Marsalis. She tours this fall in support of her new Blue Note
release, Argges. < Michael Brecker and Brad
Mehldau also tour this fall in support of their new
releases and routed dates are available in the East and
Midwest regions. <= Finally, we are very pleased to
announce the addition of Nonesuch recording artist Taraf
de Haidouks to our roster. Hailing from Romania,

the band was a show-stealing part of the successful Gypsy
Caravan tour this spring and is featured in Robert DeNiro’s
forthcoming film and soundtrack. The band will be available
for festivals beginning next summer.

CORRECTIQN:

In our August 2nd Hotwire, we printed Mars Talent’s
management signing of The Outsiders starring Sonny Geraci.
The act is actually self-managed and neither Sonny Geraci or
The Outsiders are affiliated with Mars.
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HOTSTAR:

: BlackEyedPeas
The Black Eyed Peas’ lexicon goes way beyond the
expected hip-hop terminology. First of all, this is a

band, so live instruments, spontaneity and improvisation are

prominent in the BEP vocabulary.

Second, the music delivers a
message that goes against type.

The three Peas aren’t about obtain-
ing a fine car and getting with the
ladies. And while they have noth-
ing against a good time, they’ve got
more on their minds than having
one.

If Will.i.am, Appl.d.ap and Ta-
boo have their way, the word posi-
tivity will become a permanent
addition to the hip-hop dictionary.

“We want to present an alter-
native for young people,” said
Appl. “Kids don’t think past hang-
ing out at the mall or wanting to
get into a gang, or thinking about
how much they can get. It’s like
they get stuck in this one way of
thinking and we want to show
them that there’s more out there
than materialism and that whole
mind-set.”

L-R: Taboo, Will.i.am Instead of constantly checking their image, the Peas

&Appldap  have worked hard to portray themselves as diverse individu-
als who draw strength from each other. The chemistry be-
tween the three MCs has given the group the confidence to
grow past the hip-hop stereotypes and they want their fans
to have the chance to do the same.

“We're not cocky,” said Taboo, “but we are confident as
musicians and performers. We aren’t a typical hip-hop act.
We don’t use DATs; we have a band. We don’t wear the
dopest clothes. We're not talking about the same hardcore
stuff, standing there, grabbing ourselves.”

“And we're into breakdancing even though that’s not a
cool thing right now;” Appl added.

They may eschew the lifestyle popularized by the big-

s like gest names in hip-hop but the Peas have earned the respect
of many of their most prestigious peers. Their very first na-
mental telepathy tional tour was Smokin’ Grooves ‘98, which meant sharing
the stage with Public Enemy, Cypress Hill, Wyclef Jean and
between us  Busta Rhymes. It was an elite package and a huge break for
the young band.
so we can just “It was like going straight into the NBA,” Taboo said. “It
$ was an honor to be on the same stage as these cats. They
go for it every night. challenged us and we worked hard to show that we were
worthy of being on tour with them.”
It’s good that this group likes a challenge because their
business team is pushing them a little further all the time.
The Peas don’t play it safe; the three MCs continue to make
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their own way, taking on tours that put them in front of
some decidedly difficult audiences.

Smokin’ Grooves was quite an initiation process but at
least they were playing for a hip- hip crowd. Then last win-
ter, the Peas were on the Sno-Core tour with alt-rockers
Everclear and hardcore rapper Red Man.

“It was a great experience performing for that audi-
ence;” Taboo said. “They weren't really used to our kind of
hip-hop; they were on a totally different level - hearing it
with different ears. We love that different energy. It was re-
ally good for us”

“By the third song, the punk kids got more into it than
the hip-hop audience,” Appl said. “They'd get into the danc-
ing when they saw that we were having fun onstage. There’s
a segment of the show where we let the kids come up and
show their dance skills, and then we join in with them after
the show.”

The ability to interact with the crowd and adapt to its
particular vibe is an intrinsic part of a Peas gig. “It’s like
mental telepathy between us so we can just go for it every
night. We've become a lot tighter, a lot closer, because of all
the touring. We can really improvise,” said Appl.

The Peas can get away with those spontaneous out-
bursts because they are so well rehearsed and they have a
band that can roll with them. “We have a lot more freedom
because we play with a live band,” said Appl. “I'm not
knocking DATSs, but when you rely on that, youre stuck with
it. We can do so much more with a band and we don’t wind
up sounding the same every night.”

The constant touring has cemented the band members’
resolve to do hip-hop on their own terms. This summer, the
Peas distinguished themselves as one the first hip-hop acts
on the Warped Tour. They played all the U.S. dates, and if
that wasn’t challenging enough, they were recording their
next album on the tour bus.

“We literally have a studio on the bus,” said Taboo. “Be-
ing on tour gives us food for thought. I’'m sure some of our
daily experiences will influence the album.”

The new album will
likely be different from
the first in several ways.

MM AGENCY The Peas’ debut release,
Mol shinin s Behind the Front, started
% out strong but faltered
212.586.5100
when Interscope got
MANAGEMENT caught up in Universal
Black Coffee Management Music Group’s consolida-
Yon Styles tion process.
310.841.0797 “That shake-up at

Interscope was a prob-
lem,” said Taboo. “It took
the label eight months to
release the second single.
I think touring really
kept the record alive.”

Yon Styles, the band’s manager, is already planning how
the follow-up album will go down and he’s determined to
see that it doesn't fall through the cracks. “We’re shooting
for an early 2000 release date but we’ll be marketing and
promoting the record well before that,” he said.

The Peas have been test driving some new material live
and will continue to do so through the fall. The band plans
to announce some college shows and one-off dates in the
near future. &

RECORD COMPANY

Interscope
310.824.6547



NEW TOURS THIS WEEK

Aztek Trip

Ben Harper
Blinker the Star
Caustic Resin
“Chase The Sun”

0.C. Supertones, All Star United, Plankeye

and One Eighty
Chicago
Chixdiggit
Chris Smither (United Kingdom)
Coal Chamber

The Crash Test Dummy...Brad Roberts

(Canada)
Creed
Deist Requiem
Demolition Doll Rods
Eddie Burks & Delta Blue
Edwin McCain
Enemymine
Grey Eye Glances
Guided By Voices
Harry Connick Jr.
Hot Water Music
Jah Works
Jazz Is Dead

1964" The Tnbute
10,000 Maniacs
2 Skinnee J's
3 Colours Red

3 Deep
Foot Fall (See "Independents Day Festval
38 Special
3rd Spﬁg?ee (See 'N Sync)
4 Hm

54-40

7 Se is

7th Rad Crew

8 1/2 Souvenirs

98 Degrees

98 Mute (See “Punk-O-Rama”)
Aaron Nevilie

Aaron Tippin
Abyssimans
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