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Composer -Producer -Steed
Records Chief Jeff Barry
(Above) on the Threshold
Of New Career as Head of
Multi - Media Entertain-
ment Complex in Plan-
ning Stage. Whole Story in

This Issue.

In the opinion of the editors, this week the following records are the

SINGLE PICKS OF THE WEEK

Aretha Franklin gives the
soul treatment to "The
Weight" (Dwarf, ASCAP)

and she does a heavy,
heavy job (Atlantic 2603).

Vanilla Fudge revive "Shot-
gun" (Jobete, BMI) and
they do things with it
that have never been done
before. They'll go very
high (Atco 6655).
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Neil Diamond could have
his biggest ever with
"Brother Love's Travelling
Salvation Slow" (Stone -

bridge, BMI), a Memphis
beauty (Uni 55109).

Ronnie Dove has a big,
big ballad with "What's
Wrong with My World"
(Regent, BMI)  and he

should be seeing top 10

again (Diamond 256).

SLEEPER PICKS OF THE WEEK

The Cherry People talk
about "Feelings" (Screen
Gems -Columbia, BMI) in a

pretty, folkrockish way. A
Jerry Ross comer (Heritage
810).

The Velvet Crest reprise
"Look Homeward Angel"
(Vimar, BMI) in very smooth
fashion. Carl Maduri pro-
duced for Harbour (303).

The Rubber Band do the
well-known Cream song
"Sunshine of Your Smile"
(Casserole, BMI) in fine
instrumental style. From
new GRT label (1).

Willie and the Mighty Mag-
nificents have a sizzling
new dance in "Funky (8)

Corners Pt. 1" (Gambi,
BMI( and it'll break (All
Platinum 2309).

ALBUM PICKS OF THE WEEK
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Shirley Maclaine is gor-
geous, great, delightful on
disk and screen as "Sweet
Charity" in the Cy Coleman -
Dorothy Fields romp (Decca
DL 71502).

The Monkees, who are now
a trio, play and sing a

number of engaging teen
songs, including "Tear
Drop City." (Colgems COS
113).

Cream bid farewell to
their tremendous public
with this package of torrid
beats and rhythms and
chants. The big "Goodbye"
(Atco SD 7001).
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Jefferson Airplane do very
"alive" reprises of their
big tunes on "Bless Its
Pointed Little Head" re
corded at the Fillmores
(RCA LSP 4133).
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AFM Recording Contract Up March 31;

Is Union Asking $100 Instead of $65?
The American Federation of

Musicians' five-year contract
with the record companies ex-
pires March 31. The AFM has
now notified all record com-
panies of this expiration date.

Negotiations for a new con-

tract are expected to start early
in March. The current rate for
a musician on a recording date
is $65 for a three-hour session.
Rumor in the industry is that
the union will now ask for $100
for a three-hour session.

Grammy Nominees Announced
The following are the final Grammy

1968:

RECORD OF THE YEAR
"Harper Valley P.T.A."-Jeannie C.

Riley; Plantation ; "Hey Jude"-The
Beatles; Apple (Capitol) ; "Honey"-
Bobby Goldsboro; C.A.; "Mrs. Robinson"
-Simon & Garfunkel ; Col.; "Wichita
Lineman"-Glen Campbell ; Cap.

Award nominations for

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
"Bookends"-Simon & Garfunkel; Col.;

"By The Time I Get To Phoenix"-Glen
Campbell ; Cap. "Feliciano !"-Jose Felici-
ano ; RCA. "Magical Mystery Tour"-The
Beatles; Apple (Cap.) ; "A Tramp Shin-
ing"-Richard Harris; Dunhill (ABC)

(Continued on page 4)

Creativity NARM Panel Key
The Opening Business Ses-

sion of the 1969 NARM Con-
vention, on Saturday morning,
March 1, 1969, will feature one
of the most renowned groups of
creative talent associated with
the industry of recorded music
ever to appear on one platform
together.

Drawn from the industry's
best composers, producers and
executive talent, the 10 -man
group participating in "The
Now Sound" Panel will be

guided by Clive J. Davis, Presi-
dent of Columbia Records, who
will moderate the discussion.
As background for the ques-
tions to be discussed, Ahmet
Ertegun, President of Atlantic
Records, will speak on "The
Now Sound Then."

From the ranks of the out-
standing composers and lyri-
cists of 1968, the three leading
names in the industry will be
participating: Burt Bacharach,

(Continued on page 56)

Thacker Amos VP
HOLLYWOOD-Jimmy

Bowen has appointed Tom
Thacker as Vice -President of
Amos Productions, Inc.

In his new post Thacker will
report directly to Bowen and
his major function will be to
coordinate activities between
the parent company, Amos Pro-
ductions Inc., and its three di-
visions, Amos Records, Amos
Engineering and Amos Produc-
tions.

Amos Records is the new
label formed by Bowen. Bruce

(Continued on page 43) Tom Thacker

Chess Signs With Abbey Productions
CHICAGO-Chess Producing

Corporation, making a bid for
a larger share of the top 40
market, has just signed a long-
term contract with Abbey Inc.,
a production firm based in
Cleveland.

The agreement, which was
made by Max Cooperstein, Vice -
President and General Man-
ager of Chess, and David
Habrat, President; Dennis
Habrat, Secretary -Treasurer,

and Otto Neuber, Vice -Presi-
dent of Abbey, calls for exclu-
sive distribution rights of all
Abbey product by Chess.

Abbey will produce top 40
product while picking from the
hundreds of rock artists in the
Ohio area. Already inked by
the firm are a group called Eve
and the Seventh Power. The
first sides by these groups will
be released by Chess within the
next 60 days.

Beatles Ask Allen Klein
To Look into Biz Affairs

Apple's Beatles and Cameo -
Parkway Records, Inc., an-
nounced last week that the
Beatles have asked Allen Klein,
President of Cameo -Parkway
Records, Inc., and business
manager of the Rolling Stones,
to look into all of their affairs,
and he has agreed to do so.

The announcement follows a
month of rumors about financial
problems at Apple.

Klein, speaking on behalf of
Cameo -Parkway Records, Inc.,
emphasized the following:

1. Other than activities aris-
ing out of this particular re-
quest, Cameo has no relation-

ship with the Beatles and is in
no way connected with the
Beatles.

2. Cameo's function at this
time will be to review and to
negotiate various of the busi-
ness activities of the Beatles.
Either party can terminate this
arrangement at any time.

3. The understanding be-
tween Cameo and the Beatles
was just arrived at. No defini-
tive arrangements of any kind
between Cameo and the Beatles
or others may result. Klein
strongly underscored the fact

(Continued on page 47)

Charles Re -ups at ABC
NEW YORK - In a joint

statement by Ray Charles and
ABC Records' resident, Larry
Newton, it was announced that
Charles has resigned with ABC
Records, renewing his contrac-
tual agreement with the com-
pany where a close association
began 10 years ago.

The long-term pact will in-
sure the continuing growth of
the relationship between artist
and record company. Under the
new agreement Charles will
continue to record exclusively
for Tangerine Record Corp. As
in the past, he will appear on
the ABC label which carries
the Tangerine logo and is dis-
tributed exclusively by ABC.

Plans are being formulated
for extensive promotion and
merchandising arrangements to
be constantly involved with all
Charles product. Special inten-

Larry Newton, Ray Charles

sified campaigns will be set in-
to motion throughout the coun-
try, pinpointing Charles and
his multiple talents. The promo
activities will also cover the en-
tire Tangerine label which ABC
distributes exclusively through-
out the world. Tangerine ex-
pects to release more product
than ever in 1969.

Columbia Inks Winter
Johnny III*11 er "le young

Texas -born blues and rock gui-
tarist whose recent San Fran-
cisco and New York appear-
ances have caused underground
and other critics alike to hail
him as rock music's new genu-
ine superstar, has signed an
exclusive long-term contract
with Columbia Records.

Davis Makes Announcement
The announcement was made

by Clive J. Davis, President of
Columbia Records, and Steve
Paul, Winter's personal man-
ager, at the artist's Rhinebeck,
N. Y., retreat. The contract
came after months of competi-
tive bidding by many record
companies. It was negotiated

(Continued on page 43)

A rambling farmhouse in Rhine-
beck, N. Y., was the scene of the
signing of Johnny Winter, blues
guitarist -singer who has been
hailed by underground and other
critics as pop music's new super-
star. Winter met with Clive J. Da-
vis, President, Columbia Records,
and Steve Paul, the artist's per-
sonal manager, to sign an exclu-
sive, long-term contract. Planning
has already begun on Winter's
first album, scheduled for release
this spring.
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Double Bar -R Productions WHMC Switches

Opens Headed by Randell To Progressive

Double Bar -R Production
Corp., a record production -pub-
lishing -talent management com-
posite, has opened in New York
with offices at 1619 Broadway,
and writer -producer Denny
Randell has been named Direc-
tor of Creative Affairs.

A wholly owned subsidiary
of a diversified investment firm
known as ,Randco Investment,
Inc., Double Bar -R Production
Corp. will include three related
divisions: Randco Talent As-
sociates, an artist management
division ; Branding Iron Music,
a publishing firm; and Randco
Film Enterprises, a promo-
tional film company.

Had Extensive Experience
Randell, who will be direct-

ing the creative activities of
this new operation, as well as
actively producing, has himself
had extensive experience in
many areas of the music busi-
ness as a composer, producer,
arranger and as an artist. In
one or more of these capacities
he has been affiliated with about
25 best selling chart records in
the past four years. He is the
co -composer of such top hits as
"Keep The Ball Rolling," "Opus
17," "Let's Hang On" (a mil-
lion -plus seller by the Four
Seasons), "Workin' My Way
Back To You" and "Lover's

Dennv Randell

Concerto" (a million seller by
The Toys).

Randell feels that "this type
of organization will enable an
artist to receive 'full service'
in the music field, with effec-
tive co-ordination." Among the
artists already signed to Double
Bar -R are Johnny Johnson and
the Bandwagon (formerly the
Bandwagon), currently on an
extended tour of England. They
are on the charts there with
their "Breaking Down the Walls
of Heartache." Also signed to
Double Bar -R are the Swamp -
seeds, the Orphans and Steven
Crane Village.

Lott Kapp 118.13 Promo Mgr.
NEW YORK - To further

Kapp Records' growing drive
into the R & B music field,
Pete Garris, label's Director of
Contemporary A & R and Pro-
motion, has announced the ap-
pointment of Alan Lott to Na-
tional R & B Promotion Man-
ager for the Kapp label and
its subsidiaries.

Will Be Based In
N. Y. Exec Offices

Lott assumes his new posi-
tion immediately and will be
based at the company's execu-
tive offices in New York report-
ing directly to Herb Gordon,
National Promotion Manager.

Garris stated that plans call
for the total involvement of
Kapp into the R & B areas with
the acquisition of new and
name talent, master purchases
and independent production
pacts. Lott's appointment is the
first step blueprinted by Garris
to support this drive into the
R & B field by the Kapp label.

Lott joins Kapp after a two-

year stint as Philadelphia
promo representative for Uni-
versal Record Distributors of
that city. While with Universal
he promoted product on the
Atco, Uni, Buddah and Epic
labels throughout the Philadel-
phia area. In addition, Lott
has had retail experience in
the record department of Gim-
bel's in Moorestown, N. J.

Alan Lott

GAITHERSBURG, M d . -
WHMC, an AM station that
serves the suburbs of Washing-
ton, will switch to a full-time
progressive rock format Feb.
17, according to Program Direc-
tor Barry Richards.

Thus, the station becomes the
first AM station to delve into
progressive rock music in a total
effort. WGBS, 50,000 -watt Storer
operation in Miami, and KDWB
in Minneapolis have partial com-
mitments to progressive rock
and countless other Top 40 sta-
tions have devoted one or two
hours to progressive rock, usu-
ally late at night; in fact, usual-
ly 11 p.m. -midnight.

WHMC will be billed as "Ra-
dio Free Washington," said
Richards. "We started with two
hours last Sept. 30 and later
went to eight hours seven days
a week."

The 1,000 -watt station broad-
casts 6 a.m.-2 a.m. Richards also
handles music director's duties.

Grammy Nominees
(Continued front page 3I

SONG OF THE YEAR
(SONGWRITERS' AWARD)

"Harper Valley P.T.A."-Tom T. Hall:
'Honey"-Bobby Russell; "Hey Jude"-

John Lennon, Paul McCartney; "Little
Green Apples"-Bobby Russell; "Mrs.
Robinson"-Paul Simon.

BEST NEW ARTIST
"The Cream"; ATCO ; "Jose Feliciano":

RCA ; "Gary Puckett & The Union Gap";
Col.; "Jeannie C. Riley"; Plantation : "0.
C. Smith"; Col.

BEST CONTEMPORARY -POP FEMALE
VOCAL PERFORMANCE

"Angel Of The Morning"-Merrilee
Rush; Ben ; "Do You Know The Way To
San Jose"-Dionne Warwick; Scepter;
"Funny Girl"-Barbra Streisand; Col.; "I
Say A Little Prayer"-Aretha Franklin ;
Atlantic; "Those Were The Days"-Mary
Hopkin ; Apple (Cap.)

BEST CONTEMPORARY -POP MALE
VOCAL PERFORMANCE

"Honey"-Bobby Goldsboro; UA ; "Light
My Fire"-Jose Feliciano; RCA : "Little
Green Apples"-O. C. Smith; Col.: "Mac
Arthur Park"-Richard Harris; Dunhill
(ABC) 'Wichita Lineman"-Glen Camp-
bell; Cap.

BEST PERFORMANCE BY A CONTEM-
PORARY-POP VOCAL DUO OR GROUP
"Child Is Father To Man"-Blood, Sweat
& Tears; Col.; "The Fool On The Hill"-
Sergio Mendes & Brasil '66 ; A&M
"coin' Out Of My Head/Can't Take My
Eyes Off You Medley"-The Lettermen ;
Cap; "Hey Jude"-The Beatles ; Apple
(Cap) ; "Mrs. Robinson"-Simon & Gar-
funkel; Col.; "Woman, Woman"-Gary
Puckett & The Union Gap; Col.

BEST PERFORMANCE BY A CHORUS
"Angel Of The Morning"-Percy Faith;

Orchestra & Chorus; Col.; "Honey"-Ray
Conniff & The Singers; Col.; "Mac Arthur
Park"-Ray Charles Singers; Command;
"Mission Impossible/Norwegian Wood-
Alan Copeland Singers; ABC ; "This Guy's
In Love With You" --Johnny Mann Sing-
ers; Liberty.

BEST INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE
(NON -JAZZ)

"Classical Gas"-Mason Williams; WB-
7 Arts: "Eleanor Rigby"-Wes Montgo-
mery; A&M; "The Good, The Bad & The
Ugly"-Hugo Montenegro; RCA ; "Graz-
ing In The Grass-Hugh Masekela UNI:
"Here, There And Everywhere"-Jose
Feliciano; RCA.

(Continued on page 43)
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