SINGLES

LINDA RONSTADT, “POOR POOR PITIFUL ME'"
{prod. by Peter Asher} (writer: Zevon)
{(Warner-Tamerlane / Darkroom, BMI)
(3:42). Ronstadt has made several of
Warren Zevon's songs her own, and
this droll saga may be the best of
them. The song rocks engagingly,
and Ronstadt brings a personal irony
to the amusing, well-crafted lyrics.
Asylum 45462,

BOB WELCH, “EBONY EYES" (prod. by Carter)
(writer: Welch) (Glenwood / Cigar,
ASCAP) (3:25). It isn't the ''Senti-
mental Lady’' remake alone that has
sparked Welch's solo success, as this
second single shows. One of the Ip
tracks that has made Welch an FM
favorite, "Ebony Eyes' seems des-
tined to reinforce his popularity. Cap-
itol 4543.

BOZ SCAGGS, “HOLLYWOOD'" (prod. by Joe
Wissert) (writers: Scaggs-Omartian)
(Boz Scaggs/Meadow Ridge, ASCAP)
{3:08). Boz should regain his pop
radio momentum with this dance-
tempo look at Tinseltown. The disco
arrangement is letter-perfect and the
“Camera-action-do it again'' lyric in
the chorus sounds like a sure hook.
Columbia 3-10679.

THE JACKSONS, “FIND ME A GIRL" (prod. by
= Kenneth Gamble & Leon Huff) {writ-
ers: same as prod.) (Mighty Three,
BMI) (3:38). This love ballad shows
how well the Jacksons have adapted
to the Philadelphia sound: the
arrangement is exceptional, and
Michael's vocal seems sure to set
teenaged hearts throbbing. Epic/
Philadelphia Intl. 8-50496.

>
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SLEEPERS

TOM ROBINSON BAND, ““2-4-6-8 MOTORWAY"'
{prod. by Vic Maile) (writer: Robin-
son) {Pub. not listed) {3:17). Robin-
son's number one U.K, hit is as infec-
tious a rock anthem as one could
hope for, and will reach even those
who are ignorant of or indifferent to
his political commitment. It's hard
not to sing along. Harvest 4533
(Capitol).

SEX PISTOLS, “PRETTY VACANT'' (prod. by Chris

~ Thomas & Bill Price} (writers: Cook-
Jones-Matlock-Rotten) (Careers, BMI)
{3:16). What is left unsaid about
these British punk sensations? The
road to pop attention in this country
is likely to be a steep one, which
does not dim the great rock 'n’ roll
here. A former top 10 British hit.
Warner/Virgin 8516.

LINDA LEWIS, ‘‘CAN'T WE JUST SIT DOWN
AND TALK IT OVER" (prod. by Tony
Macaulay) {writer: Macaulay) (Mac-
aulay/Almo, ASCAP) (4:15). Lewis’
sultry, teasing voice has yet to reach
the great American audience she de-
serves, but her version of this ballad
might change that. Pop and MOR
radio attention are a strong likeli-
hood. Arista 0307.

LEE DORSEY, “‘NIGHT PEOPLE" (prod. by Allen
R. Toussaint) (writer: Toussaint) {Mar-
saint, BMI) (3:50). Dorsey, a New
Orleans rhythm and blues legend,
returns to record with a style that
contains bits of several current r&b
motifs, but has its own individual
flavor. It fits the Mardi Gras spirit
well, and should hit both pop and
r&b. ABC 12326.

ALBUMS

GEORGE BENSON, “WEEKEND IN L.A.”
For these live recordings made at the
Roxy late last year Benson enlisted top
players like Ralph MacDonald, Phil Up-
church and Ronnie Foster to accompany
him. Classics like “On Broadway'' and
“It's All In the Game'' go hand in hand
with songs like "The Greatest Love Of
All" and make for a well rounded rep-
ertoire. Warner Bros. 2WB 3139,

SANFORD & TOWNSEND, “DUO-GLIDE."
The duo has dropped the group in favor
of some L.A. session musicians to back
up these ten self-penned songs. Their
second album is an extension of the
smooth vocals and punchy rhythms that
typified “Smoke From A Distant Fire”
with “"Paradise’” and *‘Mississippi Sun-
shine'' a couple of the obvious stand-
outs. Warner Bros. BS 3081 (7.98).

JOURNEY, “INFINITY."” For their fourth
album, Journey has made some changes
and arrives with a fresh outlook and
renewed vigor. Steve Perry has been
added on vocals and producer Roy
Thomas Baker has been enlisted to give
the group the dynamism he is known
for in working his studio wizardry on
songs like “Wheel In the Sky* and "'La
Do Da." Columbia JC 34912 (7.98).

LONNIE DONEGAN, “PUTTIN’ ON THE
STYLE.” The return of this British super-
star of the early '60s has been master-
minded by Adam Faith who produced
his Ip and assembled the musical cast.
Some of Donegan's best known songs
("“Rock Istland Lline,”" ''Frankie and
Johnny'') have been updated with help
from Elton, Leo Sayer, Brian May and
Rory Gallagher. UA LA 827 H (7.98).




AJOR EVEN

THE KNOCKOUT COLLABORATION OF THE YEAR

Herb Alpert/Hugh Masekela’s latest album,
has one thing in common with the music that made

them famous... .
You're gonna love it.

Produced by Herb Alpert, Stewart Levine, Caiphus Semenya— Associate Producer Hugh Masekela. On Horizon Records & Tapes. ' y »
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B NEW YORK—"The growth we
experienced last year occurred
throughout the entire EPA opera-
tion—Epic, Portrait and the As-
sociated Labels. Our market re-
search indicates that we have
grown to the point where our
volume is now equal to that of
the industry’s third or fourth
label.”

Ron Alexenburg, senior vice
president of Epic, Portrait and
Associated Labels, spoke to RW
in the last weeks of what is cer-
tainly the most successful year in
the company’s history. In his
statement to the combined CBS
London Convention in July of
1977, Alexenburg projected that
the EPA labels would bill some

Soundtrack Albums
Show Chart Clout

By BARRY TAYLOR
B With five albums in the top
100, including three in the top 20,
movie soundtracks continue to
show chart muscle. The biggest
soundtrack Ip in the country is
“Saturday Night Fever” (RSO)
once again with heavy retail sales
and enough rack activity to keep it
in the number one position for
the second consec-
Chart  uiive week. The al-
Analysis bum is only in its
sixth week of re-
lease, but with two singles by the
Bee Gees in the top 20 and the
(Continued on page 6)

Alexenburg Asserts 1977 Sales Place
EPA Among Industry’s Top Five Labels

By PAT BAIRD

$100 million last year. By year’s
end the company exceeded that
figure by more than $10 million.

“I've seen press stories where
a company may have done $13
million in one quarter,” Alexen-
burg said. “In one month, Epic
Records alone did $10 million.
Seven years ago our forecast for
the entire year was $6.8 million.
The Jigures now aren’t just us
shipping out to our branches.
This was product at the retailers
and out of the store. | don’t base
our success on charts but on
profits, sales figures, the attain-
ment of quota and the ability to
break artists. In business today
that is the key word.”

Just a few of the artists who
“broke” for EPA during the
past year are Boston, Ted Nugent,
Heart, Kansas, Engelbert Humper-
dinck, The Jacksons, Lou Rawls,
Joe Tex and REO Speedwagon.

(Continued on page 80)

B NASHVILLE—Tom Rodden has
been appointed Record World’s
vice president-southeastern man-
ager, publisher Bob Austin and
editor-in-chief Sid Parnes an-
nounced last week. Rodden, who
will head the magazine’s Nash-
ville operations, succeeds John
Sturdivant, who will join Tree In-
ternational as vice president,
creative services (see story on
page 4).

Rodden Named RW VP/Southeastern Mgr.

Albums
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Solleveld Will Move To New York:
Denies Polygram Exec-Shift Rumors

By MARC KIRKEBY

M NEW YORK—Coen Solleveld,
the president of the Polygram
group of companies, will be
moving to New York, probably
for a three-year stay, to involve
himself more closely in Poly-
gram’s American operations.

Solleveld denied, however,
that he is relocating here to
oversee the wholesale executive
changes in the Polygram record
companies that have been widely
rumored in recent weeks.

In a statement issued by Poly-
gram’s New York office last
week, Solleveld cited “strong
American management” as the
basis of the Polygram com-
panies’ successful 1977, and
praised top executives from each
of those companies for their ef-

forts. He also said, however,
that “there are no concrete
blueprints regarding the U.S.

organization.”
Solleveld had asserted earlier,

B

Tom Rodden

Rodden comes to RW from
Monument Records in Nashville,
where he was vice president and
general manager and, previously,
vice president of marketing. He
began his career in the record
industry 20 years ago with Decca
Records in Oklahoma City. Rod-

(Continued on page 89)

x

Coen Solleveld

in a conversation with Record
World, that there would be no
major executive changes in the
Polydor or Phonogram/Mercury
managements in the next few
weeks.

Solleveld’s move to New York
signals an as-yet unspecified
expansion of the Polygram
presence here. The first arrival,
apparently, will be Mike Gorm-

(Continued on page 88)

Labor Survey (ites
Artists’ Job Woes

By BILL HOLLAND

B WASHINGTON — A just-re-
leased Labor Department survey
graphically illustrates that per-
forming artists in this country
suffer from gross underemploy-
ment and are forced to take jobs
totally unrelated to their profes-
sions.

The survey, which was de-
livered to the Employment And
Training Division of the Labor
Department by the Human Re-
sources Development Institute of
the AFL-CIO this week, pointed
out that:

(Continued on page 34)

Cover Versions Clicking on Singles Charls

By MARC KIRKEBY

B NEW YORK—What do these
songs have in common: “Bird
Dog,”” ‘“Not Fade Away,” ‘A
Lover’s Question,” “She’d Rather
Be With Me, “Wonderful World,”
“634-5789,” and “You Really Got
Me"2 All, of course, are top 40
or rhythm and blues hits of yes-
ter year, but each of those songs
has been re-released in the past

two weeks, in a new version by
a contemporary artist, as part of
a remake boom that is turning
pop radio into a publisher’s para-
dise.
Consider these developments:
o The Record World singles
Chartmaker for each of the past
two weeks has been a cover ver-
(Continued on page 88)




NAIRD Meet Set

B FARMINGTON, MICH. — The
Seventh Annual Convention of
the National Association of Inde-
pendent Record Distributors and
Manufacturers (NAIRD) will fea-
ture workshops conducted by a
number of leading industry,
radio and press personalities.
The convention, scheduled for
February 17-19 in San Francisco,
will present the most extensive
selection of workshops that the
organization has offered at any
of its national gatherings.

Sheila Cogan, president of
Bay Records, and Tom Diamant,
head of Rhythm Research Distri-
buting, are co-chairmen of the
convention.

Convention site for 1978 will
be the Airport Marina Hotel,
1380 Bayshore Highway, Burlin-
game, Ca. In keeping with pre-

(Continued on page 20)

® LOS ANGELES—Jjeff Wald has
announced that his management
company, Wald - Nanas, has
signed Columbia recording artists
Chicago. The group joins Helen
Reddy, Sylvester Stallone and
David Steinberg in the Wald-
Nanas management stable.
Recording as the Chicago Tran-
sit Authority (CTA), Chicago re-
leased its first Columbia album
in April, 1969. With that and sub-
sequent albums, the group—Rob-
ert Lamm, Peter Cetera, Terry
Kath, Walt Parazaider, Lee Lough-
nane, Daniel Seraphine, James
Pankow and Laudir de Oliviera—
has established itself as one of
the most consistently successful
bands in the world, as well as
one of the earliest pop outfits to

Tree Names Sturdivant (reallve Semces VP

B NASHVILLE — Record World
vice president and southeastern

manager John Sturdivant will
join Tree International as vice
president of creative services,

effective Jan. 30.

In the newly created position,
Sturdivant will oversee artist de-
velopment, promotion, develop-
ment of both sheet music and
song folio sales and expansion
into the gospel music field by
the music complex.

This is the second major an-
nouncement this year for Tree.
Irving Waugh, who retired as
president of WSM Inc., last
month, was named president of
Tree Television Productions, also
newly created.

Sturdivant joined Record
World 12 years ago when he
opened the Nashville office as
general manager. He was pro-

Wald Signs Chicago for Management

prominently feature brass and
woodwind  instruments.  Their
twenty-plus singles over the years
have included 25 or 6 to 4,
““Colour My World,” “Saturday
in the Park,” ‘/Feelin’ Stronger
Every Day,” “Wishing You Were
Here,”” “If You Leave Me Now”
and the recent “Baby, What a Big
Surprise.” All of Chicago’s eleven
albums, produced by James Wil-
liam Guercio, have attained plati-
num status.

“I'm very excited about my re-
lationship with Chicago, one of
music’s most important bands,”
Wald told RW. I respect them
for their maturity as well as their
creativity. It's a pleasure to be
associated with musicians of their
caliber.”

Jeff Wald (seated) and Herb Nanas (right) with members of Chicago.

PICKS

exhibit top five potential)

(Due to airplay and sales in projectable markets, these records

Art Garfunkel with James Taylor & Paul Simon

(Columbia) “(What A} Wonderful World."
The first two weeks of this record have been nothing
but explosive as numerous primaries have gone on it.
This vocal combination is hot.

been certified gold by the RIAA.

John Sturdivant
moted to vice president in 1971.

Under his direction, the in-
dustry’s Country Music Who's
Who was established along with
the first sales charts covering all
areas of gospel music.

Sturdivant is past president of
the Nashville chapter of NARAS,
having served three years as
awards banquet chairman. He
has also been a member of the
boards of NARAS, the Gospel
Music Association and the Coun-
try Music Association. He has
served as treasurer for the CMA
and presently holds that position
for the Nashville chapter of
NARAS.

City of Hope

Honoring Clive Davis

|/ LOS ANGELES—Clive J. Davis,
president of Arista Records, will
be honored by the Music In-
dustry Chapter for the City of

Hope National Medical Center
on Friday, February 24, at the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel, Beverly

Hills.

Proceeds for the tribute will
be used for capital projects at
the free, nonsectarian medical
and research center, announced
Mo Ostin, general chairman of
the dinner committee. In recog-
nition of Davis’ contributions to
the industry and other philan-
thropic endeavors, the Clive J.
Davis Research Fellowship will
be established at the City of
Hope. He will receive the “Spirit
of Life,” the most prestigious
award presented on behalf of
the City of Hope.

Ostin announced that Lester Sill,
president of Screen Gems-EMI
Music, and Abraham Somer, of
the law firm Mitchell, Silber-
berg and Knupp, will be the west
coast dinner chairmen. The east
coast dinner chairman will be
Elliot Goldman, executive vice
president and general manager
of Arista Records.

Newman Nabs Gold

M LOS ANGELES — Randy New-
man’s current Warner Bros. al-
bum, “Little Criminals,” and sin-
gle, '“Short People,” have both
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CHART ANALYSIS

e —————— e ———————————

8 While the top five selling rec-
ords held on to their positions
on The Singles Chart this week,
the Bee Gees (RSO) at #6 bullet,
Dan Hill (20th Cent.) at #8 bullet
and Earth, Wind & Fire (Col) at
#10 bullet all picked up big
sales for the only bulleting posi-
tions in the top 10.

Remaining in the top spots this
week are Queen (Elektra), still at
#1 and with #3 bullet album;
Player (RSO) at #2 pop and #20
bullet r&b; Randy Newman (WB)
at #3; Rod Stewart (WB) at #4
and Billy Joel (Col) at #5.

The Bee Gees single also de-
buted on The R&B Singles Chart
this week at #65 bullet and the
“Saturday Night Fever” sound-
track held onto the #1 album
spot and moved to #6 on the
R&B Album Chart. Earth, Wind &
Fire, the only new entry on the
top of the chart, still has the #1
r&b album and #5 bullet pop
album .

Also in the top 10 this week
are Dolly Parton (RCA) at #7 and
ELO (Jet) at #9.

Art Garfunkel’s single (Col), fea-
turing James Taylor and Paul Si-
mon, is this week's Chartmaker
at #46 bullet. Garfunkel’s album
is also Chartmaker this week at
#46 bullet.

Making good moves this week
in the top 20 are: Neil Diamond
(Col) at #11 bullet; Paul Simon
(Col) at #12 bullet; Chic (Atlan-
tic), still at #3 r&b, at #15 bullet;
the other two Bee Gees projects,
Samantha Sang (Private Stock) and
Andy Gibb (RSO) bulleting at #18
and #19, and Con Funk Shun

SSR Meeting Sets

Seminars, Panelists

B NEW YORK — The Planning
Board for the Southeast Sec-
ondary Radio Conference has
announced sessions and panelists
for a two day seminar to be held
February 3 and 4 in Birmingham,
Alabama at the Birmingham
Hyatt House.
Meetings
The February 3 session will
include an engineering meeting,
moderated by Jim Loupas of
Jim Loupas Associates; an AOR
meeting, moderated by Richard
Cheme! of Richard Chemel on
Albums; a sales and research
meeting, moderated by Lenny
Beer, VP, national promotion,
20th Century Records; a general
(Continued on page 87)

By PAT BAIRD

(Mercury), still #1 r&b, at #20
bullet.

Other good movers this week
include: Paul Davis (Bang), con-
tinuing to spread for a #22 bul-
let spot; Eric Clapton (RSO), at
#40 bullet with a significant
amount of adds and just starting
to sell; Natalie Cole (Capitol),
with a strong crossover record at
#42 bullet; Heatwave (Epic) at
#43 bullet pop and #14 bullet
r&b; Little River Band (Harvest),
with good moves at southern and
northwestern stations, at #44
bullet; Johnny Rivers (Big Tree)
at #45 bullet, and Rita Coolidge
(A&M), with the second week of
strong adds, at #50 bullet. The
biggest mover this week was Star-
gard (MCA), up 22 points to #77
bullet and moving into the #10
bullet spot on the r&b chart.

New Entries
Debuting on the Top 100 this
week are: Kansas (Kirshner),

which first picked up adds as an
Ip cut, at #67 bullet; Linda Ron-
stadt (Asylum), another record
first added as an Ip cut and her
third single in the Top 100, at
#70 bullet; Bob Welch’s follow-
up single (Capitol) at #85 bullet;
Chuck Mangione (A&M) at #92;
Denise LaSalle (ABC), already
#18 bullet r&b, at #98, and
Deniece Williams (Col), #17 bul-
let r&b, at #99.

‘Saturday Night Fever’ Remains No. 1 LP; Queen Tops Singles

Garfunkel Single Explodes

Queen, EWF LPs Strong

(Continued from page 3)

film reportedly grossing more
money than any movie except
“Close Encounters Of the Third
Kind,” “Saturday Night Fever”
currently has a lot going for it. At
#16 bullet, “Close Encounters’’
(Arista) continues its ascent with
exceptionally good showing at
the racks and at now a top 20
single to further bolster its posi-
tion. The other soundtrack in the
top 20 is “‘Star Wars” which is at
#20 after 33 weeks.

‘News of the World’

Bulleting up to the #3 position
is Queen’s “News Of the World”
(Elektra). The album has finally
started to make some big moves
in the top ten where it has been
for several weeks as the group’s
single retains its number one po-
sition for the third week. Show-
ing some significant resurgence
at #5 bullet is Earth, Wind and
Fire (Columbia) which moves up
in the top ten for the second time
with good upward mobility at the
racks reinforcing the Ip’s number
one placing on the r&b chart and
its top ten pop single. Jackson
Browne {(Asylum) is the third
Elektra/Asylum album in the top
ten (Linda Ronstadt is the other)
at #7 bullet. The Ip continues its
hot retail pace as it nears the
platinum status without the bene-
fit of a hit single. The only new-
comer in the top ten is not really

a newcomer at all: Shaun Cassi-
dy’s “Born Late” (Warner-Curb)
moves up one notch to #10.

Aside from the previously men-
tioned ‘““Close Encounters,”” the
only other bulleting album in the
top 20 is Billy Joel's “The Strang-
er” (Columbia) at #14. The album
is a major force on the retail level
and has begun to stimulate some
interest at the racks.

Eric Clapton

Outside of the top #20, Eric
Clapton’s "“Slowhand” (RSO) ex-
perienced another good week,
moving up to #26 bullet and now
has a bulleting single behind it.
Both War (MCA) at #28 bulilet
and Parliament (Casablanca) at
#29 bullet have begun to show
at the racks after immediate ac-
ceptance on the r&b level.

The Chartmaker Of the Week
at #46 bullet (on both The Al-
bum and Singles Chart) is Art
Garfunkel (Columbia). “Water-
mark’’ exploded out of the box
last week, edging out “Close En-
counters’” as Salesmaker Of the
Week and coming in second to
Gordon Lightfoot for Flashmaker.
Other newcomers to the top 100
are Gordon Lightfoot's “Endless
Wire” (WB) at #65 bullet, Emmy-
lou Harris’ “Quarter Moon In A
Ten Cent Town” (WB) at #71 bul-
let, Sea Level’s “Cats On The
Coast” (Capricorn) at #85 bullet

REGIONAL BREAKDUTS

| and Donny and Marie’s “Winning
Combination” (Polydor) at #87
bullet.

Showing good upward move-

e ———— """ ment with bullets are Dan Hill

Singles

East:

Lynyrd Skynyrd (MCA)
Steely Dan (ABC)

Little River Band [Harvest)
Johnny Rivers (Big Tree}

South:

Lynyrd Skynyrd (MCA)
Raydio (Arista)

Tom Petty {Shelter)

Rita Coolidge (A&M)
Dave Mason (Columbia)

Midwest:

Lynyrd Skynyrd {(MCA)
Steely Dan [ABC)
Raydio (Arista)

Eric Clapton {RSO)
ABBA (Atlantic)

Rita Coolidge (A&M])

West:

Meco (Millennium)

Albums
East: —

Art Garfunkel (Columbia)
Gordon Lightfoot (Warner Bros.)
Emmylou Harris (Warner Bros.)
Angel (Casablanca)

Lonnie Jordan [MCA)}

South:

Art Garfunkel {Columbia)
Gordon Lightfoot (Warner Bros.}
Emmylou Harris (Warner Bros.}
Lonnie Jordan (MCA)

Sex Pistols {(Warner/Virgin)

Midwest:

Art Garfunkel (Columbia)
Gordon Lightfoot {Warner Bros.}
Emmylou Harris (Warner Bros.]
Sea Level (Capricorn)

Angel {Casablanca)

Lonnie Jordan {MCA)

West:

Art Garfunkel (Columbia)
Gordon Lightfoot {(Warner Bros.}
Emmylou Harris (Warner Bros.)
Ronnie Montrose (Warner Bros.)

(20th) at #44, Roberta Flack
(Atlantic) at #56, Elvis Costello
(Columbia) at #60, Player (RSO)
at #66, Meco (Millennium) at
#68, the Bee Gees live album
(RSO), which moves back up to
#74 and Lou Rawls (Phila. Intl)
at #82.

‘Night Fever’ Single

L
Coming From Bee Gees
B NEW YORK—AI Coury, presi-
dent, RSO Records, has an-
nounced the January 23 release
of the single “Night Fever”’ from
the original soundtrack album
“Saturday Night Fever.” “Night
Fever’ is being released in re-
sponse to demand from radio
stations. The Bee Gees currently
have two charted singles, “How
Deep Is Your Love” and “‘Staying
Alive.”
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