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HITS OF THE WEEK 
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A Far Out Production for 
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Blues Brothers: 

Left Field Smash 
By BARRY TAYLOR & 

SOPHIA MIDAS 
NEW YORK -The end of the 

year is a time traditionally re- 
served for greatest hits and super- 
star albums, but the record caus- 
ing most of the commotion on 
the street this Christmas season 
is by a new act, the Blues 
Brothers. 

Their album, "A Briefcase 
Full Of Blues," is already one of 
the biggest left field hits of 1978, 
making its debut as Chartmaker 
Of the Week at #34 bullet, the 
highest first week entry by a new 
group all year. It is reportedly 
being certified gold less than 
ten days after its release. The 
Blues Brothers single, a re -make 
of the classic Sa- r,nd Dave hit, 
"Soul Man," is bulleted at #48 
after only three weeks. 

On the retail level, according 
to Record World research, the al- 
bum has been listed as a break- 
out from coast to coast and could 
have debuted higher if stock had 

(Continued on page 44) 

WB Names 3 Sr. VPs 
1 LOS ANGELES -Warner Broth- 
ers Records has promoted the fol- 
lowing VPs to senior vice presi- 
dent: Murray Gitlin, senior vice 
president/director and treasurer; 
Ed Rosenblatt, senior vice presi- 
dent/director of sales and promo- 
tion; and Lenny Waronker, senior 
vice president/director of a&r. 

(Continued on page 16) 

WKTU Disco Format Scores Historic 11.3 Share in ARBs; 

Most N.Y. Stations Down, WABC Still Leading in Cume 
By MARC KIRKEBY & 

NEIL McINTYRE 
NEW YORK - WKTU-FM's 

disco format, boosted by a huge 
increase in black and Spanish- 
speaking listeners, soared from 
ratings oblivion to the number 
one spot in the October -Novem- 
ber Arbitron totals for New York 
announced last week. 

WKTU's whopping 11.3 share 
was more than four points ahead 
of its closest competitor, WABC, 
and represents the first double- 
digit Arbitron rating in this mar- 
ket in recent memory. WKTU's 
7 p.m. -midnight share was an 

even more extraordinary 15.8. 
(All rating numbers represent 

total audience 12+, Monday - 
Sunday 6 a.m.-midnight except 
where indicated.) 

The disco station's success rep- 
resents the most dramatic turn- 

around New York radio has ever 
seen. WKTU's last Arbitron rating 
was a 1.4 share in the July -August 
survey, when the station's soft - 
rock format was still in effect. 

The ratings leap came at the 
expense of nearly every other 
popular -music station in the mar- 
ket. WABC dropped from a 9.0 
share in the July -August ratings 
to a 7.1. WBLS-FM, the station 
with a format most like WKTU's, 
fell from a 7.7 share and second 
place in the market to a 3.1 and 
10th place. 

The number three station, 
adult -formatted WOR, dropped 
from a 7.5 to a 6.4. 

The two all -news stations, 
WCBS-AM and WINS, placed 
fourth and fifth with a 5.5 and 
5.1 respectively. 

But for almost all the other 
contemporary -music outlets, the 

HBO To Expand Music, Comedy B'casts 
By MARC KIRKEBY 

NEW YORK -Home Box Of- 
fice, the cable -television service 
that is playing a greater and 
greater role in exposing new 
music and comedy talent, will 
double its output of new specials. 

HBO now plans approximately 
60 music, comedy, val iety and 
documentary specials for the 
coming year, up from 30 in 

1978, according to Iris Dugow, 
director of special programming 
for the Time -Life subsidiary. 
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The two most notable shows 
for a music audience are specials 
starring Barry Manilow and the 
Electric Light Orchestra. The ELO 

special is set for cablecast Janu- 
ary 24; Manilow's pay -TV debut 
will follow in February. 

HBO will budget about $15 

million for special programming 
in 1979, Dugow said. The in- 
crease in programs and in budget 
resulted from HBO research 
which showed past specials to be 
quite popular with viewers. 

How does HBO compete with 
the networks for a musical talent 
like Manilow, who is now pre - 

(Continued on page 77) 

news was almost all bad. Among 
the album -oriented stations, 
WPLJ fell from a 3.9 to a 3.3 for 
its second straight drop; WNEW- 
FM dropped from a 2.3 to a 1.7; 
and WPIX continued its slide with 
a drop from a 1.3 to a 1.1. 

The top 40 stations fared no 
better. WNBC dropped from a 

3.5 to a 2.6 and WXLO fell from 
a 3.0 to a 2.6. WRVR's jazz for- 
mat held steady at 1.3, while 
WYNY's soft -rock rose slightly 
from 0.9 to 1.1 and WNEW-AM 
fell from a 2.6 to a 2.1. 

The only significant winners 
aside from WKTU were WHN, the 

(Continued Ion page 18) 

Joel's Hard Work 
Pays Off on Charts 

By SOPHIA MIDAS 
NEW YORK-Bulleting up to 

#1 on RW's Album Chart a mere 
two weeks after shipping, Billy 
Joel's "52nd Street" stands out as 

one of the most significant al- 
bums of 1978. Moving to the #3 
position this week after an im- 
pressive seven weeks as #1, 
"52nd Street" maintains its status 
of Top Airplay on RW's FM Re- 

port for the seventh consecutive 
week, continues to generate huge 
retail sales, and is further bol- 
stered by the smash single "My 
Life," that is #4 bullet on RW's 
Singles Chart. What contributed 
to the success of this one-time 
cult artist? 

According to Elizabeth Joel, 
who has managed Billy Joel for 
the last two years and has re - 

(Continued on page 29) 

NAB Wants Broadcaster Rally 

To End Government Regulation 
By BILL 

WASHINGTON -The National 
Association of Broadcasters, led 
by its president, Vincent T. Was- 
ilewski, has petitioned, criticized, 
stumped and rallied for more 
freedom in broadcasting and less 

government regulation so in- 
tensely in the last few months 
that now it is calling for a broad- 
caster rally in Washington Feb. 

28 to petition Congress and the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission to eliminate federal regu- 

HOLLAND 
lation of their industry. 

NAB board chairman Donald 
Thurston said of the upcoming 
rally "Both Rep. Lionel Van 
Deerlin (D -Calif.), chairman, 
House Communications Subcom- 
mittee, and FCC Commissioner 
Tyrone Brown, have publicly 
called for radio deregulation. It is 

time for the industry to graphi- 
cally call attention to this move- 
ment and attempt to broaden 

(Continued on page 77) 



contents 
Opposite page 44. Killer bees? The Ber- 

muda Triangle? Suzanne Sommers? Bizarre 
experiments on laboratory animals? Space 
limitations have kept all of these topics out 
of RW's special salute to Stiff Records, but 
the coverage of Stiff's showcase at the Bot- 
tom Line, with Rachel Sweet, Lene Lovich, 
Wreckless Eric and Jona Lewie making their 
New York debuts, is provocative enough. 

Page 16. The Crusaders, whose own his- 
tory embodies the development of crossover 
jazz from traditional roots, signed new con- 
tracts with ABC Records last week as a 
group and as individuals. They regard the 
new pacts, which will include a custom 
label for the group, as a vote of confidence 
in ABC and its future, as RW's coverage 
details. 
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N.Y. Promoters 
Intensify Feud 

By MARC KIRKEBY 
NEW YORK - The competition 

for audiences and venues among 
pop concert promoters in this 
city continued to intensify last 
week, with the latest round ap- 
parently going to Ron Delsener. 

Renews Lease 
Delsener, who promotes most 

of New York's large -hall rock con- 
certs, renewed his lease on the 
Palladium Theater on E. 14th St. 
with the theater's new, as -yet un- 
named owner. Delsener thereby 
fended off an attempt by Alan 
Pepper and Stanley Snadowsky, 
the owners of the Bottom Line, to 
buy the Palladium and thereby 
enter the concert promotion busi- 
ness. 

Belasco Theater 
Pepper and Snadowsky made 

their Palladium bid in response to 
Delsener's plan to open the 
Belasco Theater, a Broadway 
venue on W. 44th St., as a 1000 - 
seat theater with an adjoining 
private club, patterned after the 
Roxy in Hollywood. 

The Belasco venture, which 
Delsener is reportedly still nego- 
tiating, would certainly challenge 
the Bottom Line's status as New 
York's premier showcase club. 
Another challenge is also being 
readied: Leber -Krebs Inc. are re- 
modeling the Yorkville Palace on 
E. 85th St. as a showcase venue. 

Delsener's small theater would 
also be timely. Several artist de - 

(Continued on page 78) 

Cornyn To Keynote 
NARM Convention 

CHERRY HILL, N.J. - Stan 
Cornyn, executive vice president 
and director of creative services 
for Warner Brothers Records, will 
be the keynote speaker at the 
1979 21st Annual NARM Conven- 
tion. 

Cornyn will give the address at 
the opening business session on 
Saturday, March 24, at the Diplo- 
mat Hotel, Hollywood, Florida. 

According to Joseph A. Co- 
hen, executive vice president of 
NARM, although this is not Cor- 
nyn's first speaking engagement 
at a NARM Convention, it is the 
first time he has been the con- 
vention keynoter. 

Background 
Cornyn's entry into the field 

came in the mid -'50s. Straight 
out of Yale Graduate School, he 
wrote liner notes for Capitol Rec- 
ords. In 1959 he joined War- 
ner Brothers Records, only six 
months after its formation. He 
was editorial director, then crea- 
tive services director-a role he 
recently resumed by choice, 
while maintaining his position 
as Warner Brothers Records exe- 
cutive vice president. 
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"Stormg",.,, 
is the hot new Santana single 

from "Inner Secrets" on Columbia 
ecords and TE/Pes356C° 

oduced by Dennis Lambert and Brian Potter. Direction: Bill Graham Management. 

"Columbia': .10, are trademarks of CBS In.. © 1978 CBS Inc. 




