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Learned Easily 

at Home 

Dr, Harlan Tarhell 

In tem a tion ally known 
magician and teacher 
of some of the world's 
greatest magicians. 
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Astonish Your Frlends 

Gain the magnetîc popularity that makes you the center 

of any crowd. Business and social success is assured the 

man who can perform mystifying tricks. You can earn big 

money on the side or as a professional, as well as being 

the most popular person in your crowd. Why envy others' 

skill? You can learn Magic yourself, quickly and easily. 

The First 
and Only 

Course 

in Magie 
ever offered to th* 

public teaching 
Real Professional 

MAGIC 
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even sleight of hand, generally sup- 
posed to require long practice, is NOW 
made simple to learn. For Dr. Harlan 
Tarbell, one of the really Great Magi- 
cians, has finally opened up the secrets 
of his profession in a completely illus- 
trated course offered at a merely nomi- 
nal cost. Through the wonderful Tar- 

bell system you will be able to mystify 
and entertain your friends. After that 
Dr. Harlan Tarbell takes you through 
the entiremazeof sleight of hand,card 
tricks and elaborate state divertise- 
ments. The apparently superhuman 
doings of the accomplished magician' 
becomes as simple as ABC. 

Gréai Spécial Offer I 
There is a tremendousdemand for magie entertainment. Clubs, Lodges, 
Charity and Social affairs—ail will payhighfees to the man who knows 
Magic. Dr. Harlan Tarbell really gets as high as $250 for a half hour's 
work right now. Opportunity everywhere to make money aside from 
your regular <- upation. Salesman find it a tremendous asset. Find 
out ail about this unprecedented opportunity to learn Magic. Learn 
about the great Spécial Price and Easy Payment Offer we are making 
Now, for a limited time only. The coupon brings full détails without 
any obligation. Mail it TODA Y. 

f _ Studio 11-95 
Tarbell System, Inc., ^cag^Sl^noïI 

Mail This Coupon NOW! 

Tarbell System, Inc., Studio 11-9S 
1920 Sunnyside Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
Gentlemen: Without any obliRation send me your free 
literature and information ail about your wonderful 

Tarbell Course in MaRic." AIso tell me about your 
great Spécial Price Offer and Easy Payment Plan— 
offered NOW toi limited time only. 

Marne      

Addtttt    

 Me  
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In Our May Issue: 

Four Dimensional Robberies 
Dy Bob Olscn  102 

The Octopus Cycle 
By Irvin Lester and Fletcher Prall m 11° 

Dr. Brittlestone's Method 
By Samicel M. Sargcnt, Jr   120 

Thousand-and-Second Taie of 
Scheherazade 

By Edgar Allan Poe  126 

A Story of the Days to Gome 
(A Sériai in Two Parts). Part II 
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Adventures 

By Hugo Gcrnsback  148 
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Our Cover 

this month depicts a scene from the story entitled. "The Octo- 
pus Cycle." by Irvin Lester and Metcher Pratt, m which the 
small gronp of natives, beaded by the American scicntist and 
a Frenchraan, are fleeing from the scene of battle agamst a 
hiehly organized army of enormous animais pt the mollusK 
order. Scveral of the natives are caught up m the tentacles 
of the octopuscs, only to vanish almost mstantly. 
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In Our Next Issue: 

THE GOLDEN GIRL OF MUNAN, by Harl 
Vincent. "Neccssity is the mother of invention." 
Hatred, or a lust for revenge, also cnables a person 
to perform wonders. What a very few scientists, 
exiled with a small group-oî radicals, finally invent 
on a small island off in the uncharted seas, is 
graphically told by our new author, who not only 
bas a vivid imagination, but, being an engineer of 
high standing, bas an adéquate amount of scien- 
tific knowledge from which to dravv. 
BARON MUNCHHAUSEN'S SCIENTIFIC 
ADVENTURES, by Hugo Gernsback. Mars, ac- 
cording to most scientists, is an almost inex- 
haustible source of interest, and our friend, the 
Baron, being avid for interesting information and 
expériences, and having a knack for learning every- 
thing worth while knowing, continues, in his own 
manner, to tell us about the cities of Mars and 
bow the planets look, as seen through the power- 
ful Martian telescopes. He also advances an en- 
tirely new theory as to how the Martians might 
make life bearable on their desert planet 
THE BLUE DIMENSION, by Francis Flagg. Of 
course, you will remember Mr. Flagg's past stories, 
"The Master Ants" and "The Machine Man of 
Ardathia." In "The Blue Dimension," he has pro- 
duced a real thriller. Here he takes us to another 
plane; a différent world, and it is a most con- 
vincing story, too. Doh't miss it, by any means. 
THE INVISIBLE MAN, by H. G. Wells. While 
thefe bave been many battles fought in our Dis- 
cussions Department as to certain Wells' stories, 
the editor makes the prédiction that "The Invisible 
Man" will be acclaimed by ail of the readers of 
AMAZING STORIES. "The Invisible Man" no 
doubt is a scientifiction story, plus. It is one of 
those stories that is well nigh perfect. Of ail the 
"invisible" type of stories ever written, anywhcre, 
we unhesitatingly say this is the best and by far 
the most scientific. 
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Chemtstry 

to 

Some people rncasure supcess in 
terœs of money and others in degrce 
of knowledge and culture. Chemistry 
is the onc uncrowded profession today 
that offers both. America, ahvays a land 
of amazing opportunities, is cspecially so 
now in the field of applied Chemistry. In- 
dustries have developed within eight years 
more rapidly than the output of traincd mon 
to conduct them. Evcry big industry nceds 
chemists and there is a rcal clcmand for them 
immediately. 

Earn a Bigger 

Salary from now on 

Good Chemists Command High Salaries 
» 
Not only are there boundless opportunities for amassing wealth in 
Chemistry, but the profession affords congenial employmcrit at good 
salaries to hundreds of thousands who rnerely follow ont its présent 
applications. These applications arc innumerablo, touching intimately 
evcry business and evcry product in the world. The work of the chemist 
can hardly 1»; callcd work at ail. It is the keenest and most enjoyable 
kind of pleasure. ïhe days in a chcmical laboratory are fillcd with 
thrilling and delightful expérimentation, with the alluring prospect of a 
discovery tha t may spell Fortune ahvays at hand to spur your enthusiasm. 

You can make yourself independent for life by unearthing 

one of Chemistry's undiscovered secrets 

Do you remember how the taies of pirate gold used to firc your imagina- 
tion and make you want to sail the uncharted seas in search of treasure and 
adventure? And then you would regret that such things were no longer 
donc. But that is a mistake. They arc done—today and evcry day—not on 
desert islands, but in the chemioal laboratorics throughout your own coun- 
try. Quietly, systematically, the chemist works. llis work is difficult, but 
more adventurous than the blood-curdling deeds of the Spanish Main. In- 
stead of meeting an early and violent death on some forgotten shore, he 
gathers wealth and honor through his valuahle contribut ions to humanity. 
Alfred Nobel, the Swedisb ehemist who invented dynamite, marie so many millions that 
the income alonc from his bequests providea five 540,000 prises every ycar for the advanee- 
ment of seîcnee and peacc. Ilerman Frasch, who showed how to extract sulphur, buîlt 
np a huge fortune. C. M. Hall, the ehemist who discovered how to manufacture aluminum, 
made millions through this discovery. F. G. Cottrell, who devised a valuable process for 
rec.overiiiK the waate from Hue gaaes, James Gayley, who showed how to save enonnous 
lossea in stccl manufacture, I,. 11. Baekeland, who invented Bakelite—these are only a 
few of the men to whom fortunes have comc through their chemical acbievemeuts. 

YOU CAN LEARN AT HOME 
To qualifv for this remarkable calling requires specializcd training. Formerly it was 
ncccssarv to attend a university for several years to acquire that training, but thauks 
to our highly perfected nn<l thorough System of instruction, you can now slay at home, 
keep your position, and let us educate you in Chemistry dunng your sparc time. Eycn 
with only common schooling you can tako our course and cquip yourself for immédiate 
practical work in a chemical laboratory. 

EASY MONTHLY PAVMENTS 
l'on don't have to have even the small price of the course to start. You can pay for 
it i(i small monthly amounts—so small that you won't feel them. The cost of the course 
is very low, and inctudes everything, even the chemistry outfit—there are nq extras to 
buy with our course. Our plan of monthly payments places a chemical éducation within 
thé reach of evcryonc. 

MAIL THE COUPON FOR FREE BOOK 
Your ntimc and address on the coupon will brine you by return mail our interosting free 
book, "OPPORTUNITIES FOU CHEMISTS," and full particulars about the course 
and whfct it will do for you. You owo it to yourself to get this book. Send the coupon 
right now while it is fresn in your inind. Or just write your name and address « 

Just a Few Letters 
From Students Who Have 

Taken This Course 
You will probably bo pleascd to learn one of the lessons gave me an idea to turn m y chemical knowledge to prolltable account. I am now making a varnlsh and Paint whlci» undersells the other type products by $2.60 a gallon. In some cases more. Have been rccclvlng gallon orders from paint- er.s during past week wblch h as netted me a profit of $12.50 for my * spare-time chemical indus- try." Many thauks for your 
training thus far. J. J. TCF.I.r/Y. I am but balf-way through your course and am certain that I have saved my Company many tlmes 
the cost of tho course and ralscd mysclf fn the shareholders" estima- tion. The knowledge obtalncd bas 
Its immédiate practical application and I do not hcsltatc In saying 
your course and Ihc Personal at- tention you glvc is invaluablo lo the practical man in any business where chemistry playsa part. You may use this lettcr and my namc and address to the furiherance of 
your good work. JOHN WALTER. 
I bave not wrlttcn slnce I rc- celved the blg set, l can stlll say that lt' far cxceeded my anticipa- tions. Sincc I have been studylng with your school I bave been ap- polnted chemist for the Scrauton Coal Co., testlng ail the coal and ash by proximatc analysls. The lessons arc helping me wonder- 
fully, and the mterestlng way lu which they are wrltten makes me walt patlontly for cach lesson. MORLAÏS COUZENS. 

m 

m 

T. O'CONOR SLOANE, 
A.B..A.M.,LL.D.,Ph.D. 

NotedInstnictor,Lcctur- 
er and Author. Form- 
erly Treas-ror Ameri- 
can Chemical Society 
and a practical chemist 
with many well-known 
achievements to his 
crédit. Not only has 
Dr. Sloane taught chem- 
istry for years but he 
was for many years en- 
gaged in commercial 
chemistry work. 

and mail to us. But whatever you do, act today. 
i on a postal 

SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY—MAIL COUPON NOW ! 

Chemical Institute of New York, Inc. 
Home Extension Division 5 

16-18-A-East 30th Street New York, N. Y. 

EXPERIMENTAL EQUIPMENT FURNISHED 
TO EVERY STUDENT 

We gîve to every student. without additional charge, this chemical 
equipment, including fifty-two pièces of laboratory apparatua 
and supplies, and fifty-two différent chemicals and reagents. Theso 
comprise the apparatus and chemicals used for the expérimental 
work of the course. The fitted heavy wooden box serves not only 
as a case for the outfit, but also as a useful laboratory accessory 
for performing countlcss experiments. 

CHEMICAL INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK, INC. 
Homo Extension Division 5 
16-18-A-East 30lh Street, New York, N. Y. 
Plcase send me at once, without any obligation on my part, 
your free book, "Opportunities for Chemists,'* and full 
particulars about the Expérimental Equipment given to 
every student. Also please tell me about your plan of payment. 
NAME  
ADDRESS  
CITY STATE  
A-S-5-28 
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Fans/ here y ou are 

fi.ow to do or build 

anythîng in Radio 

A COMPLETE library of money-saving Radio Books and patterns— 
published by the Consrad Company, Radio's largest and raost reliable 

publishers of books and patterns. 
No subject is missed—AU thc latest circuits of proven merit—books on 

ail the modem trends and hovv to keep your set up-to-date—ail the problems 
that ever annoyed the amateur—solved. 

Look over the list—if there is something you want to know or some- 
thing you want to build, you are certain to find it listed. 

LOOK OVER THIS LIST 

RADIO ISOOKS—25c SERIES 
1—Tips for the Radio Constructor. 2—How to Make Practical Radio Roceivers. 
4—Radio Questions answcred. 5—Loud Talkers and How to Build Them. 6—How to Tune Your Radio Sel. 7—One Hundred and Flfç Radio Hook- 
ups 8—AU About Radio Parts. 9—History and Opération_oi \ acuum Tubes. 
10—The Neutrodyne and AU About II. H-How Rad.o Is Received. 12— 
The Radio Trouble Findcr. l.î—Refiex Radio Receivcrs 14—The Super 
Hétérodyne. Theory and Construction. 15—How to Electnfy \our Radio Set. 
17—How to Make a Wave Trap. 

RADIO DIAGRAMS—60c SERIES 
4—How to Make a Reinartz Receiver. 5—How to Make a Reflex Receiver. 
6—How to Make a Cockaday Receiver. 7—How to Make a Neutrodyne Receiver. 

a i'oriaoïe ivcccivcr. is—.w .. ......—— , .. _ ,0 Make a Low Loss Receiver. 16—How to Make the Tropodyne Superdip. 18— 
How to Make the Strobodync Receiv-er 19—How to M?ke the Fer'^yne Re- 
ceiver. B—20 Radio Diagrams and Hook-ups. C—AU About Aenals and 
Their Construction. 

Radio News Amateurs' Handibook No. 4. 500 Radio Wrinkles. The Radio 
News Super-Heterodyne Book. 1001 Radio Questions and Answers. AU About 
Télévision Radio Listeners' Guide & Call Book (Quarterly) Fully returnable. 

Use Coupon—Order by Number 

a 
: 
IL 

THE CONSRAD CO., INC., 
330 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Gentlemen: Please send me books No patterns 
No  Enclosed is exact price as marked. 
NAME  - - 
STREET ADDRESS   

CITY «•••••£•■••••••••••••>•••• STATE. . - i» ■ * , ■ 

and how to save 

money ! 
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Extravagant Fiction Today Cold Fact Tomorrow 

FACTS OUTFICTIONED 

By HUGO GERNSBACK 

S we read the average scicntificlion story, par- 
ticularly of the class where the hero is sending 
power by means of some "impossible" ray and 
does other probably "impossible" and certainly 
extravagant things, we sometimes are apt to 
smile and marvel at the audacity of the author. 

We take it good-humoredly, however, because we know in our 
soûls, that such things will never corne about. As a matter of 
fact, many people who read such stories are prone to vent 
their exaspérations—and frecjuently in no uncertain manner. 

On the other liand, I maintain that the average fiction writer 
now seems entirely too tame and will have to draw a great 
deal more on his imagination if he is to keep going. The 
reproach of the présent day fiction writer ten years fience prob- 
ably will be ridicule, not because he overshot the mark, but 
rather because he undershot it considerably. And so our présent 
day reader snorts with disgust at the once incredible exploita- 
tions of Jules Verne and H. G. Wells, written years ago. Sincc 
then science and progress have caught up with both Wells 
and Verne to an astonishing degree ; what was audacious fiction 
then, is so much a reality today, that some of their writings 
no longer make good reading, but actually sound commonplace 
and trite. 

Many writers in the past have written about the queer and 
so-called "impossible" effects to be had with future unknown 
rays and unknown waves, but none of these authors probably 
was prepared to vvrite of the "absurdities" which now have 
become facts. In a curreut issue of Radio News, there will 
he found an article entitled "High-Frequency Magic in the 
Radio Laboratory." These astounding experiments werc made 
recently by no less than the research scicntists of the General 
Electric Company at Schenectady. A new vacuum tube has 
made it possible, for the first time, to combine ultra-high fre- 
quencies with high power, hitherto available only for the longer 
wavelcngths. The new tube works on 50,000 kilocycles (6 
meters), with a power of 15 kilowatts and when the tube 
begins to operate, the following are the altogether astounding 
thîngs that happen ; 

Men who work near the apparatus immediately notice a 
distinct warming effect, although nothing touches them. The 
human température is increased to nearly 100 degrees Fahrenheit 
-in about fifteen minutes; the experiments were discontinued 
when the body heat reachcd that température. Mind you, the 
room température stayed the same—the air was not heated. A 
sausage was placed in a glass tube, hung from the end of the 

receiving aerial and in a few minutes the sausage started 
steaming, showing that it was being cooked. Yet no métal ever 
tohched it. With a similar arrangement, cookies have been 
baked and water boiled, without any métal near them. An apple 
was baked from the inside out, without any perceptible heat 
to bake it. As a- matter of fact, there was no heat around the 
wire of the aerial itself. An incandescent lamp pulled from 
its shipping carton the first time lighted to its full brilliancy 
without wires or a socket touching it. 

Stranger yet, a coppcr bar lying on the floor heat-blistered 
the hand that picked it up, although the métal was—and re- 
mained—cold. In other words, you actually do burn y our 
fmgcrs from a cold métal, which is at room. température. 

A neon tube, suspended in the room, without anything 
touching it, lights up to its brilliant characteristic red glow 
merely when someone touches it with his hand. EIcctrical 
meters in adjoining rooms run wild and electrical instruments 
at a distance are twisted or broken, making ail scientific 
measuring work in the vicinity of the operating tube impossible. 
Here, then, we have, in a small way, the beginning of a tre- 
mendously important art and even the scientists who performed 
the experiments are loath to predict to what actual use the 
new power tube may be put. Evidently, we have not as yet 
scratched the surface of this particular subject. There is no 
doubt in anyone's mind, who witncssed these important experi- 
ments, that power by radio is already here and while the be- 
ginnings are modest, no one dares to foretell its possibilities 
five or ten years hcnce, because the wildest expectatious of 
today will no doubt be exceedingly tame a few years hence. 

Only three short years ago, in the December, 1925, issue 
of Radio News, I wrote an éditorial entitled "Power by Wire- 
less" and I remember a number of letters from scientists and 
engineers who wrote me some rather uncomplimentary letters 
and pointed out to me, that the things which I had said were 
impossible and would never come about. Yet, they arc here 
now and in a way have exceeded my prédictions of that time. 
To be sure, what we do in the laboratory is not immediately 
done on a large and practical scale, but it is usually found that 
what can be accomplished in the laboratory sooner or later 
will be done on a large scale after more is known and more 
has been learned in the art. That was the case with radio 
itself, when Hertz made his original experiment; it was the 
case with the téléphoné ; it was the case with the electric light 
and it was the case with the dynamo which furnishes the 
power and with many others. 

N Mr. Hugo Cernsback speaks every Tucsday at 9.30 P. M. from IVRNY (326 meters) and 2XAL (30.90 meters) on varions scientific subjccts. 
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FOUR DIMENSIONAL 

ROBBERIES 

by Bob Olsen 

Author of "Four Dimensional Surgery," etc: 

JHEN you arc told that more than a billion 
dollars worth of bonds and other valuables 
were stolon within a few weeks from safe 
dcposit boxes throughout the United States, 
you will realize how imperative it was that 

the criminal rcsponsible for these stupendous robberies 
should be apprehended as quickly as possible. 

The true state of affairs never became generally 
known, of course. Had even the slightest inkling of 
the tremendous and far-reaching effects of the thefts 
leaked ont to the public, it woukl undoubtedly bave 
caused the most disastrous ])anic in the history of the 
world. 

You can easily imagine vvhat would happen if it were 
suddenly discovered that a safe deposit vault—which 
lias always been uni versai ly accepted as the one and 
only place where valuables may be stored with abso- 
lute safety — was no longer immune from theft. 
Though this fact was known only to a few persons, 
that was exactly the situation that obtained at the 
time I learned the truth about the great safe deposit 
robberies. 

That I happened to be drawn into this extraordinary 
case was as fortuitous as some of the other preposter- 
ous things which had happened to me within the pre- 
ceding few months. 

Possibly you already know about the Hyper-Forceps, 
which I constructed under the direction of Professer 
Banning, the eminent authority on Four Dimensional 
Mathematics.* With this device it was possible to 
grasp an object and, by moving it through the fourth 
dimension, lift it from in- 
side a closed receptacle ■ 
without in any way disturb- 
ing the container. It was 
designed specifically for re- 
moving gallstones and for- 
eign substances from within 
a person's body without 
cutting the patient's skin. 

You will recall that it 

course, you ïvil ! rcmemhcr the preceding s tory by Bob 
k-' Olsen, in which acqmintance was mode with the Four 
Dimensional Hyper-Forceps. In this story, we learn a lot 
more about the fourth dimension, a good dcal of which is 
probably new to most of our readers. dur author lias a 
knack for handling a snbject that usually is only understood 
by malhematicians in such a zvay thaï it becomes plain and 
undersfandable on ils face to ail of us. 

was during an attempt to 
perform an opération of this sort that the Hj'per- 
Forceps was caught by some mysterious cosmic force 
and was snatched into four dimensional space, drawing 
with it the bodies of Doctor Paul Mayer and his patient, 
Professer Banning. Thanks to quick thinking on the 
part of Doctor Mayer, with a slight amount of assist- 
ance from me, a tragedy was averted and the two 
wanderers into hyper-space were brought safely back 
to our three-dimensional world. 

One might reasonably suppose that a harrowing ex- 

published in the February * "Four Dimensional Surgery,: 
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perience like this would suffice to deter Professer Ban- 
ning from any further inclination to experiment with 
the mysteries of four-dimensional phenomena, but such 
was not the case. Pie insisted that he was pledged to 
devote his entire sabbatical year to the development of 
four-dimensional surgery and other practical applica- 
tions of hyper-spacial theory, and nothing—not even 
the risk of annihilation—could induce him to deviate 
from his plans. 

However, he did consent to take a protracted vacation 
—an indulgence which he had not enjoyed for over six 
years. It was characteristic of the man that he chose 
to visit England, France, Austria and Norway, chiefly 
for the reason that in each of these countries there was 
an eminent scholar who had donc original work in 
developing four-dimensional mathematics. 

This left me with little to do, although I was still 
under contract to assist Professer Banning and Doctor 
Mayer for the remainder of the year. I offered to 
cancel the agreement and even urged them to release 
me, but this they declined to do. Professor Banning 
insisted that as soon as he returned from abroad he 
intended to résumé his experiments in the practical 
applications of four-dimensional mathematics and that 
he would need me to help him carry ont the mechanical 
détails of his work. 

I was told to take two months' leave of absence on 
full pay. Professor Banning gave me permission to 
use his books, including one of the most complété 
libraries on hyper-space that has ever been assembled, 
and suggested a course of reading for me, but he did 

not insist on my doing this. 
In fact, it was left entirely 
up to me to décidé how I 
should occupy myself dur- 
ing his absence. 

Up to this time, my ex- 
périences with four-dimen- 
sional devices had in some 
respects been rather unfor- 

  tunate. Yet I could give 
them crédit for putting me 

in close touch with these internationally famous men, 
namely : William Sidelberg, Professor Banning and the 
two Mayer brothers. 

It was about a month after Professor Banning's de- 
parture that Great Man Number Five appeared on the 
scene. He was none other than William Dern, head 
of the great détective agency that bears his name. 

"Two gentlemen in the lobby to see you," was the 
phone message I received from the clerk in the Win- 
chester Hôtel. 

Taking it for granted that they were reporters, I 
said, "Send them up." 
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With both hands, the man manlpulated the handles of the instrument until the jaws seemcd tu melt right into the thick stecl 
walls of the vault. After a few seconds of problng, he withdiew the Jaws of the Hyper-Forccps. Between them dangled a tin 

box whlch had been drawn right through the locked door of one of the safe deposlt compartnients. 
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After introducing himself, Dern presented his com- 
panion, who turned out to be Timothy Clancy, one of 
Dern's most experienced lieutenants. 

Dern, a polished gentleman of forty-five, dressed in 
faultless taste, did not look at ail like the conventional 
détective of fiction and the movies. Clancy came much 
doser to the commonly accepted idea of "Stealthy 
Steve, the Six-Eyed Sleuth." He wore a derby bat 
tilted over one eye, and was constantly chewing on a 
long, black cigar. During the subséquent weeks that I 
associated with Clancy, I rarely saw him without his hat 
on and a cigar in his mouth, yet never once did I catch 
him with his stogic lighted. He was one of those "dry 
smokers" who chew an unlighted cigar until it looks 
as if it had been laundered in the family washing ma- 
chine and run through the wringer. When it became 
too macerated to hold comfortably in his mouth, he 
would throw it away and start mangling a fresh one. 

I must confess that I got quite a tur'n when I learned 
the identity of my visitors. Not that I had anything on 
my conscience, but I bave heard so much about inno- 
cent persons being "framed" or otherwise caught in a 
net of circumstantial evidence, that I couldn't help won- 
dering just what crime I was suspected of having 
committed. 

Instead of setting me at ease, the opening words of 
the great détective only served to accentuate my anxiety. 

"I suppose you know ail about the big safe deposit 
robberies?" Dern began. 

In an attempt to cover my nervousness with badinage, 
I answered, "l'm like Will Rogers—ail I know about 
crime is what I read in the papers. To tell you the 
truth, I haven't been intcrested enough in these rob- 
beries you speak of to read more than the headlincs." 

"In that case l'd better give you some of the détails. 
You'll need to know them in order to get what we're 
driving at. For instance, it may interest you to learn 
that the total value of property which we know lias been 
stolen from safe deposit vaults during the past three 
weeks—probably by one person—amounts to over a 
billion dollars." 

"A billion dollars stolen by one individual in three 
weeks !" I exclaimed. "Why, that's inconceivable !" 

"Sure sounds fishy, I have to admit. But neverthe- 
less it's true. And for ail we know the amounts we 
have been able to check up may be only a small frac- 
tion of the sums that have been taken without the 
owners knowing about it. As you probably know, a lot 
of people don't go near their safe deposit boxes except 
two or three times a year when interest coupons on their 
bonds fall due. And since the banks can't open the 
boxes until the customers call in person, there's no 
way of knowing how much more may have been taken 
from boxes, which have not been opened recently." 

"But what have I to do with ail this?" I interposed. 
"Fin coming to that in a minute. First let me give 

you the high lights of the case. So far as we know, 
the first of the safe deposit robberies happened at the 
Utility National Bank of Milwaukee. Not so far from 
here, you'll notice." 

ISTARTED to ask him if he meant that for an 
insinuation, but he hurried on. 

"Except for an accident, it might not have become 
known for some time after it happened. We have rea- 
son to believe, however, that one of the robberies at 
the Milwaukee bank was discovered the same day it 
happened. 

"It started with the finding of a life insurance policy 
for ten thousand dollars in the waste-basket inside the 
vault. The man whose duty it was to unlock the boxes 
for patrons, discovered it just before closing time. Fie 
took it immediately to the clerk in charge of the safe 
deposit counter, who went through his records and 
found that the man whose name was on the policy had 
not opened his box for over a month. He got the cus- 
tomer on the phone and told him his policy had been 
found in the basket. The next morning, the owner 
opened his safe deposit box and found it absolutely 
empty. Approximately twenty thousand dollars worth 
of bonds had been removed from the box. 

"Within the next few days several other renters rc- 
ported thefts aggregating about half a million dollars. 

"We were called into the case at the very outset, so 
we were able to get a complété record of everything 
that had happened to date. 

"At first it looked like an inside job. Maybe you've 
heard of a similar sériés of robberies that happened in 
Los Angeles about three years ago. We hung that on 
the bank employée who had the job of opening the 
customers' boxes. 

"Of course you know how a safe deposit vault is 
run?" he digressed. 

"To tell you the truth, I do not. Since I never 
owned a bond or anything else worth safeguarding, I 
haven't had occasion to familiarize myself with the 
procédure employed in a safe deposit vault." 

"Maybe Fd better explain it then. When you rent a 
box, you get two keys which are duplicates and are the 
only ones in existence that will open your box. Even 
the company that installed the vault is not able to 
make a third key that will fit your lock. If you lose 
one key, you can have a duplicate made from the other 
one, but if both keys become lost at the same time, the 
only way to open your box is to force the door, which 
is a long hard job. This destroys the old door and 
nécessitâtes installing a new door with a new set of 
keys. 

"Ordinarily, when you first rent a box, you would 
put one of the keys on your key-ring and, if you hap- 
pened to be married, you would hand the duplicate key 
to your wife, so if you got drowned at sea or disap- 
peared, she could open the box. The bank keeps on 
file a card with your signature and that of your wife or 
other person authorized to open the box. 

"Before you are allowed to enter the vault, you 
have to sign a slip in the presence of the attendant and 
this slip is compared with the signature on file. If 
someone happened to find or steal your key, the only 
way he could use it would be by forging your signa- 
ture while the bank employée is watching him—a thing 
which is extremely difficult, if not impossible. 

"As an additional précaution, each box has two key- 
holes, one for your private key and the other for a 
master key kept by the bank. Neither key alone will 
unlock the box, but when both the bank's key and yours 


