
The Communications Act of 1934 
(Provisions Relating to Broadcasting and Allied Services, With Sections Dealing Exclusively With 

Public Utility Common Carriers Omitted) 
Passed by 73rd Congress; Approved June 19, 193J,.; With Amendments 

TITLE I-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

PURPOSES OF ACT; CREATION OF FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

SECTION 1. For the purpose of regulating interstate and foreign commerce 
in communication by wire and radio so as to make available, so far as possible, 
to all people of the United States a rapid, efficient, Nation-wide, and world-wide 
wire and radio communication service with adequate facilities at reasonable 
charges, for the purpose of the national defense, for the purpose of promoting 
safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio communication, 
and for the purpose of securing a more effective execution of this policy by 
centralizing authority beretofore granted by law to several agencies and by 
granting additional authority with respect to interstate and foreign commerce 
in wire and radio communication, there is bereby created a commission to be 
known as the "Federal Communications Commission," which shall be consti­
tuted as hereinufter provided. and which sha11 execute and enforce the pro­
visions of this AcLl 

APPLICATION OF ACT 

SEC. 2. (a) 'l'he provisions of this Act shall apply to all interstate and 
foreign communication by wire or radio and all interstate and foreign trans­
mission of energy by radio, which originate and/or is received within the 
United States, and to all persons engaged within the United States in such 
communication or such transmission of energy by radio, and to the licensing 
and regulating of all radio stations as hereinafter provided; but it shall not 
appiy to l)erSOns engaged in wire or radio communication or transmission in 
the Philippine Islands or the Canal Zone, or to wire or radio communicati()n 
or transmission wholly within the Philippine Islands or the Canal Zone. 

(b) Suhject to the provisions of section 301, nothing in this Act shall 
bp construed to apply or to give the Commission jurisdiction with respect to 
(1) ella rg'p:-:, da:-;:-:ifiea I ion:-;, practic(·s. l'(,!,,·jer:-;. faeili ti(':-, or !'('gula tions for 
or in connection with intrastate communication service of any carrier, or (2) 
any carrier engaged in interstate or foreign communication solely through 
phYRiel] I COllllretion with the facilities of another carrier not directlv or indi­
rectly controllin~ or controlled by, or under direct or indirect common control 
with, such carrier; except that sections 201 to 205 of this Act, both inclusive, 
shall, exce})t as otherwise provided th~r{'in, apply to carriers described in 
clause (2). 

DEFINITIONS 

SEC. 3. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires­
(a) "Wire communication" or "communication by wire" means the trans­

mission of writing, signs, signals, pictures, and sounds of all kinds by aid of 
wire, cnble, or other like connection between the points of origin and reception 
of such transmission, including all instrumentalities. facilities, apparatus, and 
services (among other things, the receipt, forwarding, and delivery of com­
munications) incidental to such transmission. 

(b) "Radio communication" or "communication by radio" means the trans­
missiolI hy radio of writ ing, signs, signals, pictures, and sounds of all kinds, 
including all instrumentalities, facilities, apparatus, and services (among other 
things, the receipt, forwarding, and delivery of communications) incidental to 
such transmission. 

(c) "Licrm;ee" means the holder of a radio station license granted or 
continued in force under authority of this Act. 

(d) "'l'ransmission of energy by radio" or "radio transmission of energy" 
includes hoth SHch transmission and all instrumentalities, facilities, and services 
incidental to such transmission, 

(e) "Interstate communication" or "interstate transmission" means com­
municu lioll or transmission (1) from any State, Territory. or possession of the 
United StatC's (other than the Philippine Islands and the Canal Zone), or the 
District of Columbia. to any other State. Territory, or possession of the United 
Stntes (other than the Philippine Islands and the Canal Zone), or the District 
of Columbia, (2) from or to the United States to or from the Philippine Islands 
"1' the Can a! Zone. insofar as such communication or transmission takes place 
within the United States, or (3) between points within the United States but 
through n foreign country; but shall not include wire commnnication between 
points within the same State, Territory. or possession of the United States, or 
the District of Columbia, through any place outside thereof, if such communica· 
tion is regulated by n State commission, 

(f) "Foreign communication" or "foreign transmission" means communica­
tion or transmission from or to any place in the United States to or from a 
foreign country, or between Ii station in the United States and a mobile station 
located outside the United States. 

(g) "United States" means the several States and Territories, the Dis­
trict of Columbia. and the possessions of the United States, but does not include 
the Philippine Islands or the Canal Zone. 

(h) "Common carrier" or "carrier" means Ilny person engaged as a common 
carrier for hire, in interstate or foreign communication by wire or radio or in 

1 TILe prOVlSlon rela,ting to ea,fetJ/. of life (tnd property were added by "An Act to 
amend the Communications Act of 1934, approved Junc 19, 1934. for the purposc of pro­
moting safety of life and property at sca through the use of wire and radio communic~ 
Hans, to make more effcctive the International Convention for the Sa.fcty of Life a.t Sca, 
1929, and for other purposes." Public-No. g7-75th Congrcss, 1st Session. approved 
Mati 20, 1937. 

Page 382 • 1942 Yearbook Nllntber 

interstate or foreign radio transmission of energy, except where reference I .~ 
made to common carriers not subject to this Act; but a person engaged b ~I 
radio broadcast.ing shall not, insofar as such person is so engaged, be deemely;,J 
a common carrIer. 'A' 

(i) "Person" includes an individual, partnership, association, joint-stoelr~ 
eompany. trust, or corporation. . j.;ti 

(j). :'Corporation" includes any corporation, joint-stock company, 0 '" 
assoClatlon. l>l 

(k) "Radio station" or "station" means a station equipped to engage it'\::C 
radio communication or radio transmission of energy. Ji 

(1) "Mobile station" means a radio-communication station capable of beilll. ,.I .. !,. 
moved and which ordinarily does move. . '1: 

(m) "Land station" mE'ans a station, other than a mobile station, use, It I 

for radio communication with mobile stations. ' '" 
(n) "Mobile service" means the radio-communication service carried 01 '1: 

between mobile stations and land stations, and by mobile stations communi ~ 
cating among themselves. ;11 

(0) "Broadcasting" means the dissemination of radio communications in:; 
tended to be received by the public, directly or by the intermediary of relal 
stations. 

(p) "Chain broadcasting" means simultaneous broadcasting of an identicaL! 
program by two or more connected stations.U 

(q) "Amateur station" means a radio station operated by a duly authorized 'I 
person interested in radio technique solely with a personal aim and without \ 
pecuniary interest. ~ 

(I') "Telephone exchange service" means service within a telephone ex-:: 
change, or within a connected system of telephone exchanges within the same:1 
exchange area operated to furnish to subscribers intercommunicating serViCE

t
.1 

of the character ordinarily furnished by a single exchange, and which is covered li 
by the exchange service charge. 11 

(s) "Telephone toll sen'ice" means telephone service between stations in! 
different exchange areas for which there is made a separate charge not included·, 
in contracts with subscribers for exchange service. 11 

(t) "State commission" means the commission, board, or official (by what·: 
ever name designated) which under the laws of any State has regulatory juria~", 
diction with respect to intrastate operations of carriers. ,I 

(u) "Connecting carrier" means a carrier described in clause (2) of sectiOD!1 
2 (b). r 

(v) "State" includes the District of Columbia and the Territories and I: 
possessions. i! 

ti 
PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COl\IMISSION b 

SEC. 4. (a) The Federal Communications Commission (in this Act re-[l 
ferred to as the "Commission") shall be composed of seven commissioners'

l 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, I 
one of whom the President shall designate as chairman. , 

(b) Each member of the Commission shall be a citizen of the United States .. : 
No member of the Commission or person in its employ shall be financially inter­
ested in the manufacture or sale of radio apparatus or of apparatus for wire ~ 
or radio communication; in communication by wire or radio or in radio trans- : 
mission of energy j in any company furnishing services or such apparatus to ' 
any company engaged in communication by wire or radio or to any company 
manufacturing or selling apparatus used for communication by wire or radio; 
or in any company owning stocks, bonds, or other securities of any such com-~' 
pany; nor be in the employ of or hold any official relation to any person subject 
to any of the proYisions of this A('t, nor own stocks, bonds, or other securities 
of any corporation subject to any of the provisions of this Act. Such com­
missioners shall not engage in any other business, vocation, or employment. 
Not more than four commissioners shall be members of the same political party. 

(c) The commissioners first appointed under this Act shall continue in 
office for the terms of one, two, three, four, five, six, and seven years, re­
spectively, from the date of the taking effect of this Act, the term of eacb 
to be designated by the President, but their successors shall be appointed for 
tenns of seven years; except that any person chosen to fill a vacancy shall be 
appointed only for the unexpired term of the commissioner whom he succeeds. 
No vacancy in the Commission shall impair the right of the remaining com­
missioners to exercise all the powers of the Commission. 

(d) Each commissioner shall receh'e an annual salary of $10,000, payable­
in monthly installments. 

(e) The principal office of the Commission shall be in the District of I 
Columbia, where its general sessions shall be held; but when eyer the convenience' 
of the public or of the parties may be promoted or delay or expense prevented 
thereby, the Commission may hold special sessions in any part of the United 
States. 

(f) (1) \Vithout regard to the ci\"iI-senice laws or the Classification Act of. 
1923, as amended, (1) the Commission may appoint and prescribe the duties 
and fix the salaries of a secretary, a director for each division, a chief engineer 
and not more than three assistants, a chief accountant and not more thall 
three assistants,2 a general counsel and not more than three assistants, and 
temporary counsel designated by the Commission for the performance of special 
services, and (2) each commissioner may appoint and prescribe the duties of 
a secretary at an annual salary not to exceed $4,000. The general counsa) 
and the chief engineer and the chief accountant ~ shall each receive an annual 
salary of not to excE'ed $9,000; the secretary shall receive an annual saInr), 
of not to exceed $7,500: the director of each division shall receive an annual 
salary of not to exceed $7,500; and no assistant shall receive an annual snlnl'1 
in excess of $7,500. The Commission shall have authority, subject to th-
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r:pvisions of the civil-service laws and the Classification Act of 1923, as 
:'aended, to appoint such other officers, engineers, accountants,: inspectors, 
_orneys, examiners, and other employees as are necessary in the execution 
ad its functions. 
Cf) (2) Th.e Com~ission sha~l fix a reasonable .ra~e of extra compens.ation ~O! 

Ji6!rtime serVIces of lDspectors ill charge and radIO Inspectors of the FIeld Dn'I­
!lin of the Engineering Department of the Federal Communications Commission, 
T',O may be required to remain on duty between the hours of 5 o'clock post­
~r.lridian and 8 o'clock antemeridian or on Sundays or holidays to perform 
'Hvices in connection with the inspection of ship radio equipment and apparatus 
If the purpose of part II of title III of this Act, on the basis of one-half day's 
,ililitional pay for each two hours or fraction thereof of at least one hour that 
'lte overtime extends beyond 5 o'clock postmeridian (but not to exceed two and 
';re-half days' pay for the full period from;) o'clock postmeridian to 8 o'clock 
fI.emeridian) and two additional days' pay for Sunday or holiday duty. The 
~d extra compensation for overtime senrices shall be paid by the master, owner, 
;Cl agent of such vessel to the local United States collector of customs or his 

::i>resentative, who shall deposit such collection into the Treasury of the United 
"futes to an appropriately designated receipt account: Provided, That the 
' .• ounts of such collections received by the said collector of customs or his repre­
'lutatives shall be covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts; and the 
~l(Ji'ments of such extra compensation to the several employees entitled thereto 
tllI be made from the annual appropriations for salaries and expenses of the 
~(mmission: P1"ovided jlwther, That to the extent that the annual appropria-
tns which are hereby authorized to be made from the general fund of the 

o,'Jeasury are illsufIicient there are here authorized to be appropriated from 
Ii.! general fund of the Treasury such additional amounts as may be necessary 
It the extent that the amounts of such receipts are in excess of the amounts 
.opropriated: P1'ovided jud/ter, That such extra compensation shall be paid if 
. :!eh field employees have been ordered to report for duty and have so reported 
['Iether the actual inspection of the radio equipment 01' apparatus takes place or 
, It: And provided jlll"tlter, That in those ports where customary \vorking hours 
.m other than those hereinabove mentioned, the inspectors in charge are vested 
,tIl authority to regulate the hours of such employees so as to agree with pre-

: liili Ilg worldng hours in said ports where inspections are to be made, but nothing 
JCltained ill this proviso shall be construed in any manner to alter the length 
, ~ a worldug dny for the inspectors in charge and radio inspectors or the oyer-
tile pay herein fixed. 2a 

;\ (g) ~'he Commission may make such expenditures (including expenditures 
1': rent and personal services at the seat of government and elsewhere, for 
cdce supplies, law books, periodicals, and books of reference, and for printing 
'td binding) as may ue necessary for the execution of the functions vested in 
)je Commission and as from time to time may be appropriated for by Congress. 
:,.1 expenditures of the Commission, including all necessary expenses for tran~­
qttatioll incurred by the commissioners or by their employes, under theIr 
Hdel'S, in making any investigation or upon any official business in any other 
~')1ces than in the city of TVashington, shall be allowed and paid on the prese,n­
lltion of itemized vouchers therefor approved by the chairman of the CommlS-
1m or hy such other member or officer thereof as may be designated by the 

li~.mIJlissioJl for that purpose. 
!; (h) Four members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum thereof, 
'he Commission shall have an official seal which shall be judicially noticed. 
dO The Commission may perform any and all acts. make such rules and 

f.J;-ula tions. and issue such orders. not inconsistent with this Act, as may be 
'Icessnry in the execution of its functions. 
i' (j) The Commission may conduct its proceedings in such manner as will 
1st conduce to the proper dispatch of business and to the ends of justice. No 

-lImmissioner shall participate in any hearing or proceeding in which he has a 
'iJcuninry interest. Any party may appear before the Commission and be 
riaI'd in person or hy attorney. Every vote and official act of the Commission 
liall he entered of record. and its proceedings shall be public upon the request 
!4 nny l)flrty interested. The Commission is authorized to withhold publication 
14 records or proceedings containing secret information affecting the national 
Hfense. 
)' (k) 'rhe Commission shall make an annual report to Congress, copies of 
~,nich shall he distributed ns are other reports transmitted to Congress. Such 
"ipor!; shall contain such information and data collected by the Commission as 
py he considered of value in the determination of questions connected with 

I Ie regulntion of interstnte nnd forei~n wire and radio communication and ra­
tio trnnsmission oC energy, tOA'elher with such recommendations as to additional 
'd~islalion relatin~ thereto as the Commission may deem necessary. Provided, 
!!Iflt the Commission shnll make a special report not later than February 1, 
1)3:;, recommending slIch amendments to this Act as it deems desirable in the 
1~lhlie inlp)'pst : Pl"fJl'idrrl /lIrf1lrl". That each ~'pal" at Illp hpg-inlling of the spssion 
" I he COllg'r('ss, the Commission shall report to the Cong'ress whether or not 
1;\' llew wire or radio communication legislation is required lletter to insure 

IlfeLy of life nnd proller!;\". If any such new le~islation is considered necessary 
I Ie Commission gllllll mnke specific recommendations thereof to the Con~ress.3 
! (1) All reports of investi~ations made by the Commission shall be entered 

~ I record, and a copy thereof shall be furnished to the party who may have 
Jlmplnined, and to nny common carrier or licensee that may have been com­
~lnjned of. 
I' (m) The Commission shall provide for the publication of its reports and 
~icisions in such fonn and manner as may be best adapted for public informa-
1m and use, lind snch authorized publications shall be competent evidence 

It the reports lind decisions of the Commission therein contained in all courts 

'1,1 Til,. .,.rOI'i",ion", r,.lating to accountantll 1Ce're added bJI "An Ad to amend paragraph 
) of S('(" • .j of r11(, Commlll/i.-otiOJ'x Ad of 1{134:' l'ubUr. ,\'0. 423 Htll C0l1{1rC81l, 

)lprOI'~d. Jan. 22. 1986. 
1~i1 SIII".('('tiOIl (f) (2) of Scdioll 4 approl'cd Mar. 23, 19,11. 
,['I Tile' ,,('('olld prol'il'o 1cal! added bll Public-No. 97-76th Congrcllll. lilt Sell/lion, ap­
'''l'rd Mall 20, 1937. 
I'::' Sub/l~ction (0) 0/ .ecHO'/'/. " tcCU culd~d bJl "An Act to (17n~nd the Communicationlf Act 
:t 1934", PlIblic-No. 97-76th CO'/'/.grn., .pprov~d Ma.1I 20, 1937. 
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of the United States and of the several States without any further proof or 
authentication thereof. 

(n) Rates of compensation of persons appointed under this section shall 
be subject to the reduction applicable to officers and employes of the Federal 
Government generally. 

(0) 4For the purpose of obtaining maximum effectiveness. from the use of 
radio and wire communications in connection with safety of lIfe and property, 
the Commission shall investigate and study all phases of the problem und the 
best methods of obtaining the cooperation and coordination of these systems. 

DIVISIONS OF THE COMMISSION 

SEC. 5. (a) The Commission is hereby authorized by its order to divide 
the members thereof into not more than three divisions, each to consist of not 
less than three members. Any commissioner may be assigned to and may serve 
upon such division or divisions as the Commission may direct, and each division 
shall choose its own chairman. In case of a vacancy in any division, or of 
absence or inability to serve thereon of any commissioner thereto assigned, 
the chairman of the Commission or any commissioner designated by him for 
that purpose may temporarily serve on said division until the Commission 
shall otherwise order. 

(b) The Commission may by order direct that any of its work, business, 
or functions arising under this Act, or under any other Act of Congress, or in 
respect of any matter which has been or may be referred to the Commission by 
Congress or by either branch thereof, be assigned or referred to any of said 
divisions for action thereon, and may by order at any time amend, modify, 
supplement, or rescind any such direction: All such orders shall. ta.l;:e effect 
forthwith and remain in effect until otherWIse ordered by the CommiSSIOn . 

(c) In conformity with and subject to the order or orders of the Commissi.on 
in the premises, each division so constituted shall have power and authOrIty 
by a majority thereof to hear and determine, order, certify, report, or otherwise 
act as to any of said work, business, or functions so assigned or referred to 
it for action by the Commission, and in respect thereof the division shall have 
all the jurisdiction and powers now or then conferred by law upon the Com­
mission, and be subject to the same duties and obligations, Any order, decision, 
or report made or other action taken by any of said divisions in respect of any 
matters so assigned or referred to it shall have the same force and effect, and 
may be made, evidenced. and enforced in the same manner as if made, or taken 
by the Commission, subject to rehearing by the Commission as provided in 
section 405 of this Act for rehearing cases decided by the Commission. The 
secretary and seal of the Commission shall be the secretary am} seal of each 
division thereof. 

(d) Nothing in this section contained, or done pursuant thereto, shall be 
deemed to divest the Commission of any of its powers. 

(e) The Commission is hereby authorized by its order to assign or refer 
nny portion of its worlt, business, or functions arising under this or any other 
Act of Congress or referred to it by Congress, or either branch thereof, to an 
individual commissioner, or to a board composed of an employe or employes 
of the Commission, to be designated by such order, for action thereon. and by 
its order at any time to amend, modify, supplement, or rescind any snch assign­
ment or reference: Provided, however, That this authority shall not extend 
to investigations instituted upon the Commission's own motion or, without 
the consent of the parties thereto, to contested proceedings involving the taldng 
of testimony at public hearings, or to investigations specifically required hy this 
Act. All such orders shall take effect forthwith and remain in effect until 
otherwise ordered by the Commission. In case of the absence or innbility for 
any other reason to act of any such individual commissioner or employe 
designated to serve upon any such board, the chnirman of the Commission may 
designate another commissioner or employe, as the case may he, to serve 
temporarily until the Commission shall otherwise order. In conformity with 
and subject to the order or orders of the Commission ill the premis('s, allY such 
individual commissioner. or board acting by a majority thereof, shall have 
power and authority to hear and determine, order, certify, report, or otherwise 
act as to any of said work, business, or functions so assigned or referred to 
him or it for action by the Commission and in respect thereof shaH hnve all 
the jurisdiction and powers now or then conferred by law upon the Commission 
and be subject to the same duties and obligations. Any order, decision. or re­
port made or other action taken by any such individual commissioner or honrd 
in respect of any matters so assigned or referred shall have the same force and 
effect, and may be made, evidenced, and enforced in the same manner .a~ it 
made or taken by the Commission. Any party affected by any order, deCISIOn, 
or report of any such individual commissioner or board may file a petition for 
rehearing by the Commission or a division thereof and every snch llet:ition sllalI 
be passed upon by the Commission or a division thereof. Any action hy a 
division upon such n petition shall itself be subject to rehearing by the Com­
mission, as provided in section 405 of this Act and in subsection (c). The 
Commission may malte and amend rules for the conduct of proceedings before 
such individual commissioner or board and for the rehearing of stich action 
before a division of the Commission or the Commission. The secretary and 
seal of the Commission shall be tlle secretary and seal of such individual 
commissioner or bon rd. .. .. .. .. • 

TITLE III-PROVISIONS RELATING TO RADIO 
P ART I-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

LICENSE FOR RADIO COMMUNICATION OR TRANSMISSION 
OF ENERGY 

SECTION 301. It is the purpose of tllis Act, among other things, to maintain 
the control of the United States over all the channels of interstate and foreign 
radio transmission; and to provide for the use of such channels, but not the 
ownership thereof, by persons for limited periods of time, under licenses granted 
by Federal authority, and no such license shall be considered to create any 
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right, beyond the terms, conditions, and periods of the license. No person ,ent mailing of the application at the expiration of the fifteen-day period, tlWt, i 
shall. us~ or ope:ate any apparatus for the transmission of energy or com- application shall then be mailed as soon as possible thereafter, accompanied 1Q~\l 
mUZ:lcatIons or sIgnals by radio (a) from one place in any Territory or pos- a satisfactory explanation of the delay. Upon receipt by the Commission tI~lll 
~essIOn of the United States or in the District of Columbia to another place such application for hearing, said order of suspension shall be held in abeyan~I,'tI, 
lD the same Territory, possession, or District; or (b) from any State, Territory, until the conclusion of the hearing which sha11 be conducted under such rull!f~(J 
or possession of the United States, or from the District of Columbia to any as the Commission may prescribe. Upon the conclusion of said hearing th('!;l 
other State, Territory. or possession of the United States; or (c) from any Commission may affirm, modify, or re,ol;:e said order of suspension.s t: 
place in an~' State, Territory. or possession of the United States, or in the (n) Haye authority to inspect a11 radio installations associated with staJ~ 
District of Columbia. to any place in any foreign country or to any vessel; tions required to be licensed by any Act or which are subject to the provision4.c 
or (d) within any State when the effects of such use extend beyond the borders of any Act, treaty, or conyention binding on the United States, to ascertaiu;, 
of said State, or when interference is caused by such use or operation with the whether in construction, installation, and operation they conform to the re,~:~ 
transmission of such energy. communications, or signals from within said quirements of the rules and regulations of the Commission, the provisions Ol~~ 
State to any place beyond its borders, or from any place beyond its borders any Act, the terms of any treaty or convention binding on the United States, 1:\ 
to any place within said State, or with the transmission or reception of such and the conditions of the license or other instrument of authorization undel II, 
energy, commnnications. or signals from and/or to places beyond the borders which they are constructed, installed, or operated.c Ir:r 
of said State; or (e) upon any "essel or aircraft of the United States; or See. 302. (a) For tho purposes of this title the United States is divided into /Itt I 
(f) upon any other mobile stations within the jurisdiction of the United States, zones, as follows: The first zone. shall embrace the States of Maine, New Hampshire,' P 
except nnder and in accordance with this t\ct and with a rcense in that behalf Vermont, Massaehuset!s, ponnecttcut, l!hode Island, New York, New Jerse'IJ, De!«w4re; 

, •• ' • ~, 1 , Maryland, and the D'tStnet of Columbta: the second zone shall embrace the State. oJ 
granterl unrler the prOYlSlOns of tillS Act. Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio. Michigan, and Kentucky: the third %OtIf ,ri 

shall embrace the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida. Alaba?ll4: ,­
Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas. Louisiana, Texas, and Oklahoma; the fourth zone sW11 
embrace the States of Indiana. Illinois. Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dalcota, Soutll r 
Dakota, Iowa. Neb ra.slc a, Kansas, and Missouri; and the fifth zone shall embrace tM ,)' 

ZO~ES s 

GEKERAL POWERS OF COMl\IISSION 

SEC. 303. Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the Commission from 
time to time, as public convenience. interest, or necessity requires, shall-

States, of Montana. Idaho, Wyomino, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah. Neva" : 
Washmgton. Oregon, and California. ' :;1 

(b~ The Virgin . .Islands. Puerto Rico. Ala.ska. Guam, American Samoa. and the ~ 
TerTttory of Hawau are expTessly excluded from the zones herein established. r 

(a) Classify radio stations; 
(b) Prescribe the nature of the senice to be rendered by 

licensed stations and each station within any class; 

(0) iHaye authority to designnte call letters of all stations; ,.~ 
each class of (p) Have authority to cause to be published such call letters and such:( 

~the~. announcements. and data .as in the }udgm:nt of t~e Commiss~on. m~y. bE 'til 
lrqullerl for the effiCIent operatIOn of radIO statIOns subJect to the JUl'IscltctIon 1I 

of the United States ancI for the proper enforcement of this Act; 1" 
(c) Assign bands of frequencies to the "arious classes of stations. and 

assign frequencies for each illdiyidual station and determine the power which 
each stat10n shall use and the time during which it may operate; 

(d) Determine the loca tion of classes of stations or individual stations; 
(e) RegUlate the kind of apparatus to be used with respect to its external 

effects and the purity and sharpness of the emissions from each station and 
from the apparatus therein; 

(f) Mal,e such regulations not inconsistent with law as it may deem 
necessary to prevent interference between stations and to carry out the pro­
visions of this Act: Provided. however, That changes in the frequencies, author­
ized power, or in the time of operation of Ilny station, shall not be made without 
the consent of the station licensee unless, after a public hearing, the Commis­
sion shall determine that snch changes will promote public convenience or 
interest or will sen'e public necessity, or the provisions of this Act will be 
more fully complied with; 

(g) 'Study new uses for radio. provide for experimental uses of frequencies, 
and generally encourage the larger and more effective use of radio in the public 
interest; 

(h) HaH authority to establish areas or zones to be seryed by any station; 
(i) Have authority to mal;:e special regulations applicable to radio stations 

engaged in chain hroadcasting; 
(j) Have authority to make general rules and regulations requiring stations 

to keep such records of programs. transmissions of energy, communications, or 
signals as it may deem desirable: 

(k) Ha,e authority to exclude from the requirements of any regulations 
in whole or in part any radio station upon railroad rolling stock, or to modify 
such regulations in its discretion; 

(I) Have authority to prescribe the qualifications of station operators. to 
classify tlIem according to the duties to be performed, to fix the forms of such 
licenses. ani! to issue them to such citizens of the United States as the Com­
mission finds qualified; 

(m) (1) Have authority to suspend the license of any operator upon proof 
sufficient to satisfy the Commission that the licensee--

(A) lIaS ,"iolated any provision of any Act, treaty. or conyention binding on 
the United States, which the Commission is authorized to administer. or any 
regulation made by the Commission under any snch Act. treaty. or conYel1-
tion; or 

(B) has failed to carry ont a lawful order of the master or person lawfully 
in charge of th(' ship or aircraft on which he is employei!; or 

(C) has willfully damaged or permitted radio apparatns or installations to 
be damaged; or 

(D) has transmitted !':u!lerfluous radio communications or signals or com­
munications containing profane or obscene words, langl1age, or meaning. or has 
knowingly transmitted-

(1) false or dec('ptive !':ignals or communications. or 
(2) a call signal or letter which has not been assigned b,Y proper authority 

to the station he is operating; or 
(E) has willfully or maliciously interfered with any other radio communica­

tions or signals; or 
(F) has obtained or attempted to obtain. or has assisted another to obtain 

or attempt to obtain, an operator's license by fraudulent means. 
(2) No order of suspension of any operator's license shall take effect until 

fifteen day;;:' notice in writing thereof. stating the cause for the proposed Sll!':­
pension. ha;;: b('('n gh"en to the operator licensee who may make written appli­
cation to the Commission at any time within said fifteen days for a hearinl£ 
upon such order. The notice to the operator licensee shall not be effecth'e until 
actually received hy him. and from that time he shall hm"e fifteen days in 
which to mail the said application. In the e,ent that physical conditions pre-

s Sec. 302 was Tepealed by "AN ACT relating to the allocation of radio facilities." 
Public-No. 662-74th CongreS8, approved, June Ii, 1936. The text of Sec. 302 was all 
follows: 
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(q) Have authority to require the painting and/or illumination of radio It 
towers if and when in its judgment such towers constitute, or there is a ~ 
reasonable possibility that they may constitute, a menace to air navigation,.l 

(1') l\Ial;:e such rules and regulations and prescribe such restrictions and! 
conditions, not inconsistent with law, as may be necessary to curry out the pro. E 

yisions of this Act, or any international radio or wire communications treah ~ 
0; conYention, or regulations annexed thereto, including any treaty or come,;' f 

twn insofar as it relates to the use of radio, to which the United States is Ot± 
may hereafter become a party.6 ' 1!1 

III 
WAIVER BY LICENSEE ~~ 

SEC. 304. No station license shall be granted by the Commission until thetl 
applicant therefor shall haye signed a waiyer of any claim to the use of any d 
particular frequency or of the ether as against the regulatory power of the (I 
United States because of the pre"ious use of the same, whether hy license or: 
otherwise. 

GOYERNl\IENT-OWNED STATIONS 
] 

SEC. 305. (a) Radio stations belonging to and operated hy the United 1 

States shall not be subject to the provisions of sections 301 and 303 of this:1 
Act. All such Government stations shall use such frequencies as slla11 be ! 

assigned to each or to each class by the President. All such stations, except 
stations on board na,al and other Government vessels while at sea or beyond 
the limits of the continental United States, when transmitting any radio com· 
munication or signal other than a communication or signal relating to Govern- ! 

ment business, shall conform to such rules and regulations designated to pre- ' 
vent interference with other radio stations and the rights of others as the 'f, 

Commission may prescribe. ; 
(b) Radio stations on board vessels of the United States Shillping Boardl: 

Bureau or the United States Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation or; 
the Inland and Coastwise ·Waterways Service shall be subject to the provisions! 
of this title. , 

(c) All stations owned and operated by the United States, except mobiIeb 
stations of the Army of the United States, and all other stations on laud and1' 
sea, shall have special call letters designated by the Commission. I 

FOREIGN SHIPS ~I 
S 306S ' h EC. . ectIon 301 of this Act shall not apply to any person sending] 

radio communications or signals on a foreign ship while the same is within~ 
the jurisdiction of the United States, but such communications or signals shall ' 
be transmitted only in accordance with such regulations designed to prevent 
interference as may be promulgated under the authority of this Act. 

ALLOCATIOX OF FACILITIES; TERMS OF LICENSES 

SEC. 307. (a) The Commission, if public convenience, interest, Or neces· ~ 
sity will be served thereby, subject to the limitations of this Act, shall grant 
to any applicant therefor a station license provided for by this Act. 

(b) In considering applications for licenses, and modifications and l'enewal~ 
thereof. when and insofar as there is demand for the same the Commission 
shall make such distribution of licenses. frequencies, hours of ollerntioll. and of 
power among the several States and communities as to provide a fair, efficient. 
and equitable distribution of radio selTice to each of the same.! , 

(c) The Commission shall study the proposal that Congress by statuti 
allocate fixed percentages of radio broadcasting facilities to particular typel. l 
or kinds of non-profit radio programs or to persons identified with particulaf!: 
types or kinds of non-profit acti"ities, and shall report to Congress, not later!: 

Q Subsections (m) and (n) of 8ection 303 were amended and subsection (r) of .se.,..l 
tion 303 was addcd by Public-No. 97-;5th COngTess. 1st Session, approved May ZO, 193'7.\ 

! Subsection (b) of 8ection 30; was amended by Public-No. 65Z-74th Congre .. :l 
appToved June 5, 1936. i\ 

Ij 
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Itln February 1, 1935, its recommendations togcther with the reasons for 
rtl same. 
([d) No license grunted for the operation of a broadcasting station shall be 

'I( a longer term than three years and no license so grnnted for any other class 
;o-station shall be for a longer term thnn five years, and any license grnnted 
try be revoked as hereinafter provided. Upon the expirntion of any license, 
l1I>n application therefor, a renewal of such license may be granted from time 
:tctime for a term of not to e:x:ceed three years in the case of broadcasting 
~i!Dses and not to exceed five years in the case of other licenses, but action 
oltbe Commission with reference to tbe gra~ting of sucb application for the 
ll'!ewal of a license shall be limited to and governed by the same considera­
:ths and practice which affect the granting of original applications. 
((e) No renewal of an existing station license shall be granted more than 
tJrty days prior to tbe e:x:pirntion of the original license. 

'1~1' PLICATIONS FOR LICENSES; CONDITIONS IN LICENSE FOR 
FOREIGN COMMUNICATION 

I 
,OSEC. 308. (a) The Commission may grant licenses, renewal of licenses, 
rnj modification of licenses only upon written application therefor received hy 
lil Provided, however, That in cases of emergency f01l11d by the CommisRioll. 
rlbnses, renewals of licenses, and modifications of licenses, for stations on 
)!~;sels or aircraft of the United States, may be issued under such conditions 
~dtbe Commission may impose, without sucb formal application. Such licenses, 
,'llwever, shall in no case be for a longer term than three months: Provided 
'fjt1lCr, That the Commission may issue by cable. telegraph, or radio a permit 
[217 the operation of a station on a vessel of tbe United States at sea, effective 
J~~ lieu of a license until said vessel sball return to a port of the continental 
J1Iited States. 
{'d(b) All such applications shall set forth sueh facts as the Commission by 
~~ulation may prescribe as to the citizenship, character and financial, technical, 
J~d otber qualifications of the applicant to operate the station; the ownership 
,I~d location of the proposed station and of the stations, if any, with which 
i is proposed to communicate; the frequencies and the power desired to be 

; fed; the hours of the day or otber periods of time during whicb it is proposed 
<if operate the station; the purposes for which the station is to be used; and 
, feh other information as it may require. The Commission, at any time after 
i'ie filing of sucb original application and during the term of any such license, 
ily require from an applicant or licensee further written statements of fact 

iii enable it to determine whether such original application should be granted 
si denied or such license revoked. Such application and/or such statement of 
~ ~!!t shall be signed by the applicant and/or licensee under oath or affirmation. 
,'~) (c) The Commission in gran ting any license for a station in tended or used 
!ill' commercial communication between the United States or any Territory or 
';lssession, continental or insular, subject to tbe jurisdiction of tbe United 
'l.'tates, and any foreign country, may impose any terms, conditions, or restric­
"ons authorized to be imposed with respect to submarine-cable licenses by 
',ilction 2 of an Act entitled "An Act relating to the landing and the operntion 
rd submarine cables in the United States," approved May 24, 1921. 

HEARINGS ON APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSES; FORM OF 
i LICENSES; CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO LICENSES 

'I: SEC. 309. (a) If upon examination of any application for a station license 
1):' for the renewal or modification of a station license tbe Commission sball 
,dtermine tbat public interest, convenience, or necessity would be served by 
i 'Ie granting thereof, it shall authorize the issuance, renewal, or modification 
l'iIereof in accordance with said finding. In the event the Commission upon 
JI~amination of any such application does not reach sucb decision with respect 
l~ereto, it shall notify the applicant thereof, shall fix and give notice of a 
~me and place for hearing thereon, and sball afford sucb applicant an oppor­
ti!nity to be heard under such rules and regulations as it may prescribe. 
:lj (b) Sucb station licenses as tbe Commission may grant sball be in such 
~leneral form as it may prescribe, but each license shall contain, in addition 
0) otber provisions, a statement of the following conditions to whicb such 
n:!!ense shall be subject: 
rj (1) The station license shall not vest in the licensee any rigbt to operate 
: 1e station nor any right in the use of tbe frequencies designated in tbe license 
o~yond tbe term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized therein. 
:j (2) Neitber the license nOr tbe right granted tbereunder shall l,e assigned 
or otherwise transferred in violation of this Act. 
:) (3) Every license issued under tbis Act shall be subject in terms to the 
fl,:gbt of use or control conferred by section 606 hereof. 

i LIMITATION ON HOLDING AND TRANSFER OF LICENSES 
1 SEC. 310. (a) The station license required bereby sball not be granted 
n') or held bv-

J. (1) Any alien or the representative of any alien; 
:) (2) Any foreign government or tbe representative tbereof j 
:~ (3) Any corporation organized under tbe laws of any foreign government; 
) (4) Any corporation of which any officer or director is an alien or of wbicb 
,~ore than one-fifth of the capital stock is owned of record or voted by aliens 
rr tbeir representatives or by a foreign government or representative thereof, 
I'r by any corporation organized under tbe laws of a foreign country j 
)' (5) Any corporation directly or indirectly controlled by any otber corpora­
'lion of whicb any officer or more tban one-fourth of tbe directors are aliens, 
'r of wbicb more tban one-fourtb of tbe capital stock is owned of record or 
tjoted, after June 1, 1935, by aliens, tbeir representatives, or by a foreign 
'~overnment or representative thereof, or by any corporation organized under 
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the lows of a foreign country, if the Commission finds thot the public interest 
will be served by the refusal or the revocation or such license. 

Nothing in this subsection shall prevent the licensing of radio apparatuB on 
board allY vessel, oircraft, or other mobile station or the United States wben 
the installation and usc of such apparatus is required by Act of Congress or 
any treaty to which the United States is a party. 

(b) The station license required llereby, the frequencies authorized to be 
used by the licensee, and the rights therein granted shall not be transferred, 
assigned, or in allY manner either voluntarily or involuntarily disposed of, 
or indirectly by transfer of control of any corporation holding such license, to 
any person, unless the Commission shall, after securing full information, decide 
that said transfer is ill the public interest, and shall give its consent in writing. 

REFUSAl .. Oli' LICENSES AND PERMITS IN CERTAIN CASES 

SEC. 311. 'I'he Commission is herehy directed to refuse a station license 
and/or the permit hereinafter required for the construction of a station to 
any person (or to allY person directly or indirectly controlled by such person) 
wh(.se license has been revolted by n court under section 313, and is bereby 
all~horized to refuse such station license and/or permit to any other person 
(or to any person directly or indirectly controlled by such person) which hns 
been finally adjudged guilty by a Federal court of unlawfuI1y monopolizing or 
attempting unlawfully to monopolize, radio communication. directly or indi­
rectly, through the control of the manufacture or sale of radio apparatus, 
through exclusive trnffic arrangements, or by any other means, or to bave been 
using unfair methods of competition. Tbe granting of a license shall not stop 
the United States or any person aggrieved from proceeding against such person 
for violating the law against unfair methods of competition or for a violation 
of the law against unlawful restraints and monopolies and/or combinations, 
contracts, or agreements in restraint of trade, or from instituting proceedings 
for the dissolution of such corporation. 

REYOCATION OF LICENSES 

SEC. 312. (a) Any station license may be revol;:ed for false statements 
either in the application or in the statement of fact which may be required by 
section 308 hereof, or because of conditions revealed by such statements of fact 
as may be required from time to time which would warrant the Commission 
ill refusing to grant a license on an original application, or for failure to operate 
sn bstantially as set forth in the license, or for violation of or failure to observe 
any of the restrictions and conditions of this Act or of any regulation of the 
Commission authorized by this Act or by a treaty ratified by the United States: 
Pl'ovided, lIowever, That no such order of revocation shall take effect until 
fifteen days' notice in writing thereof. stating the cause for the proposed revoca­
tion. has been given to the licensee. Such licensee may make written applica­
tion to the Commission at any time within said fifteen days for a hearing upon 
such order, and upon the filing of such written applica tion said order of revoca­
tion shall stand suspended until the conclusion of the hearing conducted under 
such rules as the Commission may prescribe. Upon the conclusion of said 
hearing the Commission may affirm, modify, or revohe said order of revocation. 

(b) Any station license hereafter granted under the provisions of this Act 
or the construction permit required hereby and hereafter issued, may be 
modified by the Commission either for a limited time or for the duration of 
the term thereof, if in the judgment of the Commission such action will pro­
mote the public interest, eonvenience, and necessity, or the provisions of tbis 
Act or of any treaty ratified by the United States will be more fully complied 
with: Provided, however, That no such order of modification shall become final 
until the holder of such outstanding license or permit shall have been notified 
in writing of the proposed action and the grounds or reasons therefor and sball 
have been given reasonable opvortunity to show cause why sncb an order of 
modification should not issue. 

APPLICATION OF ANTITRUST LAWS 

SEC. 313. All laws of the United States relating to unlawful restraints and 
monopolies and to combinations. contracts, or agreements in restraint of trade 
are hereby declared to be applicable to the manufacture and sale of and to 
trade in radio apparatus and devices entering into or affecting interstate or 
foreign commerce and to interstate or foreign radio communications. Wbenever 
in any suit, action, or proceeding, civil or criminal, brought under tbe provisions 
of any said laws or in any proceedings brought to enforce or to review findings 
and orders of tbe Federal Trade Commission or otber governmental agency in 
respect of any matters as to which said Commission or other governmental 
agency is by law authorized to act, any licensee shall be found guilty of the 
violation of tbe provisions of sucb laws or any of them, the court, in addition 
to tbe penalties imposed by said laws, may adjudge. order, and/or decree tbat 
the license of such licensee shall, as of the date the decree or judgment becomes 
finally effective or as of sllcb date as the said decree shnll fix, be revoked and 
tbat all rigbts under such license shall tbereupon cease: Provided, however. 
That such licensee shall bave the same rigbt of appeal or review as is provided 
by law in respect of other decrees and judgments of said court. 

PRESERV ATION OF COMPETITION IN COMMERCE 

SEC. 314. After the effective date of this Act no person engaged directly, 
or indirectly through any person directly or indirectly controlling or controlled 
hy, Or under direct or indirect common control with, such person, or tbrough 
an agent, or otherwise, in the business of transmitting and/or receiving for 
hire energy, communications, or signals by radio in accordnnce witb tbe terms 
of tbe license issued under this Act, sball by purchase, lease, construction, 
or otherwise, directly or indirectly, acquire, own, control, or operate any cable 
01' wire telegraph or telepbone line 01' system between any place in any State, 
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Territory, or possession of the United States or in the District of Columbia, 
and any place in :my foreign country, or shall acquire, own, or control any 
part of the stock or other capital share or any interest in the physical property 
and/or other assets of any such cable, wire, telegraph, or telephone line or 
system, if in either case the purpose is and/or the effect thereof may be to 
substantially lessen competition or to restrain commerce between any place 
in any State, Territory, or possession of the United States, or in the District 
of Columbia, and any place in any foreign country, or unlawfully to create 
monopoly in any line of commerce; nor slwl1 any person engaged directly, or 
indirectly through any person directly or indirectly controlling or controlled by, 
or under direct or indirect common control with, such person, or through an 
agent, otherwise, in the business of transmitting and/or receiving for hire 
messages by any cable, wire, telegraph, or telephone line or system (a) between 
any place in any State, Territory, or possession of the United States, or in 
the District of Columbia. and any place in any other State, Territory, or 
possession of the United States; or (b) between any place in any State, Ter­
ritory, or possession of the United States, or the District of Columbia, and 
any place in any foreign country, by purchase, lease, construction, or otherwise, 
directly or indirectly acquire, own, control, or operate any station or the 
apparatus therein, or any system for transmitting and/or receiving radio 
communications or signals between any place in any State, Territory, or pos­
session of the United States, or in the District of Columbia, and any place in 
any foreign country, or shall acquire, own, or control any part of the stock 
or other capital share or any interest in the physical property and/or other 
assets of any such radio station, apparatus, or system, if in either case the 
purpose is and/or the effect thereof may be to substantially lessen competition 
or to restrain commerce between any place in any State, Territory, or pos­
session of the United States, or in the District of Columbia, and any place 
in any foreign country, or unlnwfully to create monopoly in any line of com­
merce. 

FACILITIES FOR CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE 

SEC. 315. If any licensee shal1 permit any person who is a legal1y qualified 
candidate for any public office to use a broadcasting station, he shall afford 
equal opportunities to all other such candidates for that office in the use of 
such broadcasting station, and the Commission shall make rules and regulations 
to carry this provision into effect: Provided, That such licensee shall have no 
power of censorship Mer the material broadcast under the provisions of this 
section. No obligation is hereby imposed upon any licensee to allow the use 
-of its station by any such candidate. 

LOTTERIES AND OTHER SIMILAR SCHEMES 

SEC. 316. No person shall broadcast by means of any radio station for 
which a license is required by any law of the United States, and no person 
operating any such station shal1 knowingly permit the broadcasting of, any 
advertisement of or information concerning any lottery, gift enterprise, or 
similar scheme, offering prizes dependent in whole or in part upon lot or chance, 
or any list of the prizes drawn or awarded by means of any such lottery, gift 
enterprise, or scheme, whether said list contains any part or al1 of such prizes. 
Any person violating any provision of this section shall, upon conviction thereof 
be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than one year, or both 
for each and e\'ery day during which such offense occurs. 

ANNOUNCEMENT THAT MATTER IS PAID FOR 

SEC. 317. All matter broadcast by any radio station for which service, 
money, or any other valuable consideration is directly or indirectly paid, or 
promised to or charged or accepted by, the station so broadcasting, from any 
person shall, at the time the same is so broadcast, be announced as paid for 
or furnished, as the case may be, by such person. 

OPERATION OF TRANSMITTING APPARATUS 

SEC. 318. The actual operation of all transmitting apparatus in any radio 
station for which a station license is required by this Act shall be carried on 
~nly by a person holding an operator's license issued hereunder, and no person 
shall operate any such apparatus in such station except under and in accord­
ance with an operator's license issued to him by the Commission: Provided, 
however, That the Commission if it shaH find that the public interest, conveni­
€nce, or necessity will be served thereby may waive or modify the foregoing 
provisions of this section for the operation of any station except (1) stations 
for which licensed operators are required by international agreement, (2) sta­
tions for which licensed operators are required for safety purposes, (3) stations 
engaged in broadcasting, and (4) stations operated as common carriers on fre­
<juencies below thirty thousalld kilocycles: Pl'ovided further, That the Commis­
sion shall have power to make special regulntions governing the granting of 
licenses for the use of automntic radio devices and for the operation of such 
devices." 

CONSTRUCTION PERMITS 

SEC. 319. (a) No license shall be issued under the authority of this 
Act for the operntion of any station the construction of which is begun or is 
eontinued after this Act takes effect, unless a permit for its construction has 
been granted by the Commission' upon written application therefor. The Com-

• The provis08 in section 318 were added bV "An Act to amend section 318 of the Com­
munications Act of 1934." Public-No. 2G-75th Congress, 1st Session, approved March 
t\), 1937. 
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mission may grant such permit if public convenience, interest, or necessi!ili, 
will be served by the construction of the station. This application shall II::' 
forth such facts as the Commission by regulation may prescribe as to t1" 
citizenship, character, and the financial, technical, and other ability of tl!, 
applicant to construct and operate the station, the ownership and location 4 ';, 

the proposed station and of the station or stations with which it is propOSE ,;, 
to communicate, the frequencies desired to be used, the hours of the day ( :j 
other periods of time during which it is proposed to operate the station, tlJl:. 
purpose for which the station is to be used, the type of transmitting apparabr: 
to be used, the power to be used, the date upon which the station is expecte 
to be completed and in operation, and such other information as the Commit 
sion may require. Such application shall be signed by the applicant unde 
oath or affirmation. 

(b) Such permit for construction shnll show specifically the earliest an 
latest dates between which the actual operation of such station is expected t 
begin, and shall provide that said permit will be automatically forfeited if th 
station is not ready for operation within the time specified or within such fUI 
ther time as the Commission may allow, unless prevented by causes not 
the control of the grantee. The rights under any such permit shall not be a~ 
signed or otherwise transferred to any person without the approval of the CODNIj; 
mission. A permit for construction shall not be required for Government sta!: 
tions, amateur stations, or stations upon mobile vessels, railroad rolling stock I:: 
or aircraft. Upon the completion of any station for the construction or Con b 
tinued construction of which a permit has been granted, and upon it beinll~ 
made to appear to the Commission that all the terms, conditions, and obligationl \1 
set forth in the application and permit have been fully met, and that no causl i' 
or circumstance arising or first coming to the knowledge of the Commissior II 
since the granting of the permit WOUld, in the judgment of the Commission t 
make the operation of such station against the public interest, the Commissioll 
shaH issue a license to the lawful holder of said permit for the operation 01 I,' 
said station. Said license shall conform generally to the terms of said permit. i:; 

DESIGNATION OF STATIONS LIABLE TO INTERFERE WITH " 
DISTRESS SIGNALS 

SEC. 320. The Commission is authorized to designate from time to timf!, 
radio stations the communications or signals of which, in its opinion, anl,l 
liable to interfere with the transmission or reception of distress signals 01 \:: 
ships. Such stations are required to keep a licensed radio operator listening';; 
in on the frequencies design a ted for signals of distress and radio communica·:i:' 
tions relating thereto during the entire period the transmitter of such station [ 
is in operation. I: 

DISTRESS SIGNALS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

SEC. 321'. (a) The transmitting set in a radio station on shipboard may be 
adjusted in such a manner as to produce a maximum of radiation, irrespecti'l'e I, 

of the amount of interference which may thus be caused, when such station is :: 
sending radio communications or signals of distress and radio communications: 
relating thereto.p 

(b) All radio stations, including Government stations and stations on: 
board foreign vessels when within the territorial waters of the United States,' 
shall give absolute priority to radio communications or signals relating to ships 
in distress; shall cease all sending on frequencies which will interfere with 
hearing a radio communication or signal of distress, and, except when engaged, 
in answering or aiding the ship in distress, shall refrain from sending any 
radio communications or signals until there is assurance that no interference: 
will be caused with the radio communications or signals relating thereto, and· 
shall assist the vessel in distress, so far as possible, by complying with its, 
instructions. 

INTERCOMMUNICATION IN MOBILE SERVICE 

SEC. 322.' Every land station open to general public service between the 
coast and vessels or aircraft at sea shall, within the scope of its normal opera­
tions, be bound to exchange radio communications or signals with any ship or 
aircraft station at sea; and each station on shipboard or aircraft at sea shall, 
within the scope of its normal operations, be bound to exchange radio com­
munications or signals with any other station on shipbonrd or aircraft at sea 
or with any land station open to general public service between the coast and 
vessels or aircraft at sea: Provided, That such exchnnge of radio communica­
tion shall be without distinction as to radio systems or instruments ndopted by 
each station.T 

INTERFERENCE BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND COMMERCIAL 
STATIONS 

SEC. 323. (a) At all places where Government and private or commercial 
radio stations on land operate in such close proximity that interference with 
the work of Government stations cannot be avoided when they are operating 
simultaneously, such private or commercial stations as do interfere with the 
transmission or reception of radio communications or signals by the Govern­
ment stations concerned shall not use their transmitters during the first fifteen 
minutes of each hour, local standard time. 

(b) The Government stations for which the above-mentioned division of 
time is established shall transmit radio communications or signals only during 
the first fifteen minutes of each hour, local standard time, except in case 

• Sections 321, 322 and 329 were amended bll Public-No. 97-76th Conarcss, 1st S .. • 
3ion, appr01Jed Mall 20, 1937. 
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,tGsignals or radio communications relating to vessels in distress and vessel 
:'eiuests for information as to course, location, or compass direction. 

USE OF MINIMUM POWER 

':\,;;3EC. 324. In all circumstances, except in case of radio communications or 
'!:tinals relating to vessels in distress, all radio stations, including those owned 
:~l operated hy the United States, shall use the minimum amount of power 
!r~~essary to carry out the communication desired. 

.1.1 FALSE DISTRESS SIGNALS; REBROADCASTING; STUDIOS 
OF FOREIGN STATIONS 

,:dEC. 325. (a) No person within the jurisdiction of the United States 
,;!slll knowingly utter or transmit, or cause to be uttered or transmitted, any 
,ofse or fraudulent signal of distress, or communication relating thereto, nor 
(;~'Ill any broadcasting station rebroadcast the program or any part thereof 
,h:1another hroadcasting station without the express authority of the originating 
;l(Ition. 
(b) No person shall be permitted to locate, use, or maintain a radio 

d.l)lldcast studio or other place or apparatus from which or whereby sound 
'~ves are converted into electrical energy, or mechanical or physical reproduc­
';Itin of sound waves produced, and caused to he transmitted or delivered to a 
; tlio station in a foreign country for the purpose of being broadcast from 
viy radio station there having a power output of sufficient intensity and/or 
! l!.ng so located geographically that its emissions may be received consistently 
!ii! the United States, without first obtaining a permit from the Commission 

J ion proper application therefor. 
{Hc) Such application shall contain such information as the Commission may 

d regulation prescrihe, and the granting or refusal thereof shall be subject 
~ It the requirements of section 309 hereof with respect to applications for 
.'Jltion licenses or renewal or modification thereof, and the license or permis-

';rm so granted shall be revocable for false statements in the application so 
."Suired or when the Commission, after hearings, shall find its continuation 
:::~ longer in the public interest. 

CENSORSHIP; INDECENT LANGUAGE 

'; lSEc. 326. Nothing in this Act shall be understood or construed to give the 
':bmmission the power of censorship over the radio communications or signals 

,:,hnsmitted by any radio station, and no regulation or condition shall be 
,rr;omulgated or fixed by the Commission which shall interfere with the right 

''I' free speech by means of radio communication. No person within the juris­
") tion of the United States shan utter any obscene, indecent, or profane lan­
"',nge hy means of radio communication. 

I 
i USE OF NAVAL STATIONS FOR CO:M:MERCIAL l\IESSAGBS 

! SEC. 327. The Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized, unless restrained 
!~ international agreement, under the terms and conditions and at rates 

·,h,'scribed by him, which rates shall be just and reasonable. and which, upon 
':~mplaint, shall be subject to review and revision by the Commission, to use all 
'ldio stntions and apparatus, where\'er located, owned by the United States and 
·bder the control of the Navy Department, (a) for the reception and trans-

; jission of press messages offered by any newspnper published in the United 
';'tntes, its 'l'erritories or possessions, or published by citizens of the United 
·::tates in foreign cOlin tries, or by any press association of the United States, 

hd (1)) for the reception and transmission of private commercial messages 
':!tweell ships, between Sllip and shore, between localities in Alaslcn and be­
:veen Alaska nnd the continental United States: Provided, That the rates 

i ~ed for the reception and transmission of all such messages, other than press 
ICssllges hetween the Pacific coast of the United States, Hawaii, Alaska, 
uam, American Samoa, the Phi1lipine Islands, and the Orient, and between 
Ie Uniteel Stnles and the Virgin Islands, shall not be less than the rates 

,nar~ec1 by prh'nlely owned and operated stations for like messages and service: 
:rovided further, rhat the right to use such stntions for any of the purposes 
"nmed in Ihis section slmll terminate and cease as between any countries or 
'IcaJilies 01' between any locnlity and prh'ately operated ships whenever pd­
atel.,· oWIINI and operated stations nre capable of meeting the normal com­

'lIlnil'lIliIlTl re!]lIir('ments between such countries or localities or between any 
,IeaHt.\' nnd prh'ately opernted ships, nnd the Commission shan have notified 
he S!'rrelnry of the Nnvy thereof. 

SPECIAl" PROVISION AS TO PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AND 
CANAL ZO:z..,TE 

SI·:C. :t~S. This title sllall not apply to the Philippine Islnnds or to the 
~alllli 7.oIlC. In internntionnl radio matters the Phillipine Islands and the 
')annl Zone shnll be rellresented by the Secretary of State. 

ADl\IINIS'l'RATION OF RADIO LAWS IN TERRITORIES AND 
POS~I';:-:~IO:\':-; 

!51:C. a:.m.' The Commission is nuthorized to desig-nale nny omcer or em­
)loyee of IJl\j' 0111('1' depnrtment of the Goycrnment on (1utj' ill any 'rerritory 
II' poss('ssioll of the United Stntes to render therein such service in connection 
rith the lI(lrllilli:;;trlltioll of this Act as the Commission may prescribe and also 
o del'i~l\llte flll~' ollicer or employee of any other department of the Go\'ern­
Ileut 10 renllel' such scryices at any plnce within the United States in connec­
iOll with the llllminil'tratiOll of title III of this Act as may be necessary: Pro­
'itled. Thnt 1'1Ic11 clesi~l1ntion shnll be approved by the hend of lhe deIlIll'tment 
n which such person is employcd.T 
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TITLE IV-PROCEDURAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

JURISDICTION TO ENFORCE ACT AND ORDERS OF COMMISSION 

SECTION 401. (a) The district courts of the United States shall have 
jurisdiction, upon application of the Attorney Genernl of the United Stntes at 
the re!]llest of the Commission, alleging a failure to comply with or a violation 
of any of the provisions of this Act hy any person, to issue a writ or writs 
of mandamus commanding such person to comply with the provisions of this 
Act . 

(b) If any person fails or neglects to obey any order of the Commission 
other than for the payment of money, while the same is in effect, the Com­
mission or any party injured thereby, or the United States, by its Attorney 
General, may apply to the appropriate district court of the United States 
for the enforcement of such order. If after hearing, that court determines 
that the order was regularly made and duly served, and that the person is 
in disohedience of the same, the court shall enforce obedience to such order 
by a writ of injunction or other proper process, mandatory or otherwise, to 
restrain such person or the officers, agents, or representatives of such person, 
from further disobedience of such order, or to enjoin upon it or them obedience 
to the snme. 

(c) Upon the request of the Commission it shall be the duty of any district 
attorney of the United States to whom the Commission may apply to institute 
in the proper court and to prosecute under the direction of the Attorney 
General of the United States all necessary proceedings for the enforcement of 
the provisions of this Act and for the punishment of all violations thereof, and 
the costs and expenses of such prosecutions shall be paid out of the appropria­
tions for the expenses of the courts of the United States. 

(d) The provisions of the Expediting Act, approved February 11, 1903, 
as amended, and of section 238 (1) of the Judicial Code. as amended, shall be 
held to apply to any suit in equity arising under Title II of this Act, wherein 
the United States is complainant. 

PROCEEDINGS TO ENFORCE OR SET ASIDE THE COMMISSION'S 
ORDERS-APPEAL IN CERTAIN CASES 

SEC. 402. (a) The provisions of the Act of October 22, 1913 (38 Stat. 
219). relnting to the enforcing or setting aside of the orders of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, are hereby made applicable to suits to enforce, enjoin, 
set aside. annul. or suspend any order of the Commission under this Act (except 
any order of the Commission granting or refusing an application for a con­
struction permit for a radio station, or for a radio station license, or for renew­
al of an existing radio station license, or for modification of an existing radio 
station license. or suspending a radio operator's license 10), and such suits are 
hereby authorized to be brought as provided in thnt Act. 

(b) An appeal may be taken, in the manner hereinafter provided, from 
decisions of the Commission to the Court of Appeals of the District of Colum­
bia in any of the following cases: 

(1) By any applicant for a construction permit for a radio station, or 
for a radio station license, or for renewal of an existing radio station license, 
or for modification of an existing radio station license, whose application is 
refused by the Commission. 

(2) By any other person aggrieved or whose interests are adversely affected 
by any decision of the Commission granting or refusing any such application. 

(3) By any radio operator whose license has been suspended by the Com­
mission.lo 

(c) Such appeal shall be taken by filing with said court within twenty 
days after the decision complained of is effective, notice in writing of said 
appeal and a statement of the reasons therefor, together with proof of service 
of a true copy of said notice and statement upon tlle Commission. Unless a 
later date is specified by the Commission as part of its decision, the decision 
complained of shall be considered to be effective as of the date on which 
public announcement of the decision is mnde at the office of the Commission io 
the city of Washington. The Commission shnll thereupon immediately, and 
in any event not later than five days from the date of such service upon it, 
mail or otherwise deliver a copy of said notice of appeal to each person sllOwn 
by the records of the Commission to be interested in such appeal and to 
have a right to intervene therein under the provisions of this section, nnd 
shall at nIl times thereafter permit any such person to inspect and make 
copies of the appellant's statement of reasons for said nppeal nt the office of 
tIle Commission in the city of Washington. Within thirty dnys after the 
filing of said appeal the Commission shal! file with the court the originals 
or certified copies of all papers nnd evidence presented to it upon the applica­
tion or order 11 im'olved, and also a like eopy of its decision thereon, ane1 shall 
within thirty days therenfter file n full statement in writing of the facts and 
grounds for its decision as found and given by it, and a list of all il1tcr('sfed 
IJerSOIlS to whom it has mailed or otherwise deli\'ered a copy of said nol ice of 
appeal. 

(d) Within thirty days after the filing of said nppeal nny interested person 
may inten'ene and participnte in the proceedings had upon said appeal by 
filing with the court a notice of intention to intervene and a verified state­
ment showing the nature of the interest of such party, together with proof 
of serdce of true copies of said notice nnd statement, both upon nppellant and 

10 The provisions in. sections 402 (a) and (b) (3) relating to 8u8pension of a radio 
opera.tor's license werc a.dded by Public-No. 97-75th Con(}ress, 1st Session, approved 
Mau 20, 1937. 

11 The 1lJorM "or order" were added b'JI Public-No. 97-75th Congres8, 1st Session, ap­
proved Ma'JI 20, 1937. 
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upon the Commission. Any person ,vho would be aggrieved or whose interests 
would be ad"ersely affected by a reversal or modification of the decision of 
the Commission complained of shall be considered an interested party. 

(e) At the earliest convenient time the court shall hear and determine 
the appeal upon the record before it, and shall have power, upon such record, 
to enter a Judgment affirming or reversing the decision of the Commission 
lind in e\'ent the court shall render a decision and enter an order reversing th~ 
decision of the Commission, it shall remand the case of the Commission to carry 
out the judgment of the court: Provided, however, That the review by th'e 
court shall be limited to questions of law and that findings of fact by the 
Commission, if supported by substantial evidence. shall be conclusive unless 
it shall clearly appear that the findings of the Commission are arbitrary or 
capricious. The court judgment shall be final, subject, however, to review 
by the Supreme Court of the United States upon writ of certiorari on petition 
therefor under section 240 of the Judicial Code, as amended, by appellant, by 
the Commission, or by any interested party inten'ening in the appeal. 

(f) The court may, in its discretion, enter judgment for costs in favor 
of or against an appellant, and/or other interested parties intervening in said 
appeal, but not against the Commission. depending upon the nature of the 
issues iln'oh'ed upon said appeal and the outcome thereof. 

INQUIRY BY COi\Il\IISSION ON ITS OWN :MOTION 
SEC, 403. 'l'he C0:I1mission shall han full authority and power at any 

time to institute an inquiry, on its own motion, in any case and as to any 
matter or thing concerning which complaint is authorized to be made, to or 
before the Commission by any provision of this Act, or concerning which any 
question may arise under any of the provisions of this Act, or relating to the 
enforcement of nny of the provisions of this Act. The Commission shall have 
the same powers and authority to proceed with any inquiry instituted on its 
own motion as though it had been appealed to by complaint or petition under 
any of the provisions of this Act, including the power to make and enforce 
any order or orders in the case, or relating to the matter or thing concerning 
which the inql1ir~' is had. excepting orders for the payment of money. 

REPORTS OF INYESTIGATIONS 

SEC, 404. Whene,\"er an im'estigation shall be made by the Commission 
it shall be its duty to malw a report in writing in respect thereto, which shall 
state the conclusions of the Commission. together with its decision, order, or 
requirement in the premises; and ill case damages are awarded such report 
shall include the findings of fact on which the award is made. 

REHEARING BEFORE CO)BIISSION 

SEC. 405, After a decision, order, or requirement has been made by the 
Commission in any proceeding, any party thereto may at any time make appli­
cation for rehearing of the same. or allY matter determined therein, and it shall 
be lawful for the Commission in its discretion to grant such a rehearing if 
sufficient reason therefor be made to appear: Provided, hotoever, That in the 
case of a decision. orr1er. or requirement made under Title III. the time within 
which application for rehearing may be mnde shall be limited to twenty days 
after the effective date thereof, and such npplication mny be made by any 
party or nny person aggrie'\"ed or whose interests are ad"ersely affected thereby. 
Applications for rehenring shall be go'\"erned by such general rules as the 
Commission may establish, No sllch application shall excuse any person from 
complying with or obeying any decision, order, or requirement of the Com­
mission, or operate in any manner to stay or postpone the enforcement thereof, 
without the special order of the Commission. In case a rehearing is granted, 
the proceedings thereupon shall conform as nearly as may be to the proceed­
ings in an original hearing, except as the Commission mny otherwise direct; 
and if, in its judgment. after such rehearing and the considerntion of all facts. 
including those arising since the former hearing, it shall appear that the 
original decision, order. or requirement is in any respect unjust or unwar­
ranted, the Commission may re,'erse, change, or modify the same accordingly. 
Any decision, order. 01' requirement mnde after such rehearing, reyersing. 
changing. or modifying the original determination, sl1a11 be subject to the 
same pl'oyisiollS as :tn originnl order. 

* '" * 
GlijNERAL PROVISIONS RELA'l'ING TO PROCEEDINGS-WIT­

NESSES AND DEPOSITIONS 

SEC. -109, (a) Any member or examiner of the Commission, or the director 
bf any diviSIOn, ,vlien duly designated by the Commission for such purpose, 
may hold hearings, sign and issue subpenns, administer oaths, examine wit­
nesses, and recei\'e evidence- at any place in the United States designated 
by the Commission; except that in the administration of Title III an examiner 
may not be authorized to exercise such powers with respect to a matter involv­
ing (1) a change of policy by the Commission, (2) the revocation of a station 
license, (3) new de'\"ic(>s or developments in radio, or (4) a new kind of use 
of frequencies. In all cases heard by an examiner the Commission shall hear 
oral arguments on request of either party. 

(b) For the purposes of this Act the Commission shall haye the power to 
require by subpena the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the pro­
duction of all hoo],s. papers. schedules of charges, contracts, agreements. nnd 
documents relating to an~' matter under investigation. Witnesses summoned 
before the Commission shall be paid the same fees and mileage that are paid 
witnesses in the court of the United States. 
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(c) Such attendance of witnesses, and the production of such documentall 
evidence, may be required from any place in the United States, at a1'l 
designated place of hearing. And in case of disobedience to a subpena tlt 
Commission, or any party to a proceeding before the Commission, may invot' 
the aid of any court of the United States in requiring the attendance an 
testimony of witnesses and the production of books, papers, and documenl 
under the provisions of this section. 

(d) Any of the district courts of the United States within the jurisdictiol 
of which such inquiry is carried on may, in case of contumacy or refusal t 
obey a subpena issued to any common carrier or licensee or other person, issu 
an order requiring such common carrier, licensee, or other person to appea 
before the Commission (and produce books and papers if so ordered) and giv 
evidence touching the matter in question; and any failure to obey such orM 
of the court may be punished by such court as a contempt thereof. 

(e) The testimony of any witness may be taken, at the instance of , 'r 
party, in any proceeding or investigation pending before the Commission, b: 
deposition, at any time after a cause or proceeding is at issue on petition an, 
answer. The Commission may also order testimony to be taken by depositiol ','I 

in any proceeding or investigation pending before it, at any stage of sue;,; 
proceeding or im'estigation. Such depositions may be talten before any judg: ~:I 
of any court of the United States, or any' United States commissioner, or an:<, 
clerk of a district court, or any chancellor, justice, or judge of a supreme () t:~ 
superior court, mayor, or chief magistrate of a city, judge of a county court t~ 
or court of common pleas of any of the United States, or any notary public, no ::i 
being of counselor attorney to either of the parties, nor interested in thl ~.; 
event of the proceeding or investigation. Reasonable notice must first be givel~; 
in writing by the party or his attorney proposing to take such deposition be: 
the opposite party or his attorney of record, as either may be nearest, whicl t:~ 
notice shall state the name of the witness and the time and place of thE ~:: 
taking of his deposition. Any person may be compelled to appear and depose r;; 
and to produce documentary evidence, in the same manner as witnesses may hi (~ 
compelled to appear nnd testify and produce documentary evidence before thE t:: 
Commission, as hereinbefore provided. ~ 

(f) Every person deposing as herein pro'\"ided shall be cautioned nne'-,; 
sworn (or affirm, if he so request) to testify the whole truth, and shall tHe; 
carefully examined. His testimony shall be reduced to writing by the magis' .. 
tra te taking the deposition, or under his direction, and shall, after it has bee];' 
reduced to writing, be subscribed by the deponent. 

(g) If a witness whose testimony may be desired to be taken by deposition Ii 
be in a foreign country, the deposition may be tal,en before an officer or person ": 
designated by the Commission, or agreed upon by the parties by stipUlation in :~ 
writing to be filed with the Commission. All depositions must be promptly I:. 
filed with the Commission. ,), 

(h) Witnesses whose depositions are taken as authorized in this Act, and ,­
the magistrate or other officer taking the snme, shall severally be entitled to 
the same fees as are paid for like services in the courts of the United States.' 

(i) No person shall be e:l:cused from attending and testifying or from' 
producing books, papers, schedules of charges, contracts, agreements. and' 
documents before the Commission, or in obedience to the subpena of the Com- -
mission, whether such subpena be signed or issued by one or more commie-! 
sioners, or ill any cause or proceeding, criminal or otherwise, based upon or i 
growing out of any alleged violation of this Act, or of any amendments I 
thereto, on the ground or for the reason tha t the testimony or evidence,:1 
documentary or otherwise, required of him may tend to incriminate him or i 
subject him to a penalty or forfeiture; but no individual shall be prosecuted: 
or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture for or on account of any transaction, " 
matter, or thing concerning which he is compelled, after having claimed his,' 
privilege against self-incrimination. to testify or produce e'l'idence, documentary I 
or otherwise, except that any individual so testifying shall not be exempt I 
from prosecution and punishment for perjury committed in so testifying. 

(j) Any person who shall neglect or refuse to attend and testify, or to 
answer any lawful inquiry, or to produce books, papers, schedules of charges, ' 
contracts. ngreements, and documents, if in his power to do so, in obedience, 
to the sUhpena or lawful requirement of the Commission, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor nnd upon conviction thereof by a court of competent jurisdiction: 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000, or by 
imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprison- i 

ment. 

TITLE V-PENAL PROVISIONS-FORFEITURES 

GENERAL PENALTY 

SECTION 501. Any person who willfully and knowingly does or causes or 
suffers to be done any act, matter, or thing, in this Act prohibited or declared 
to be unlawful, or who willfully and knowingly omits or fails to do any 
act, matter, or thing in this Act required to be done, or willfully and know­
ingly causes or suffers such omission or failure, shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be punished for such offense, for which no penalty (other than a forfeiture) 
is provided herein, by a fine of not more than $10,000 or by imprisonment 
for n term of not more than two years, or both. 

VIOLATIONS OF RULES, REGULATIONS, AND SO FORTH 
SEC. 502. Any person who willfully and knowingly violates any rule, 

regulation, restriction or condition maoe or imposed by the Commission under 
authority of this Act, or any rule, regulation, restriction, or condition made 
or imposed by any international radio or wire communications treaty or 
convention, or regulations annexed thereto, to which the United States is or 
may hereafter become a party, shall, in addition to any other pena1tiel 
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~'i'Jvid.ed by law, be punished, upon conviction thereof, by a fine of 
f 110 5500 for each and every day during which such offense occurs. 

I 
! YE~UE OF OFFENSES 

not more 

.b:SEC. 505. -The trial of any offense under this Act shall be in the district in 
irl'1ich it is committed; or if the offense is committed upon the high seas, or 
:'tt of the jurisdiction of any particular State or district, the trial shall be in 
ale district where the offender may be found or into which he shall be first 
f~:ought. Whenever the offense is begun in one jurisdiction and completed in 
,cother it may be dealt with, inquired of, tried, determined, and punished in 
,mer jurisdiction in the same manner as if the offense had been actually and 
1iilolly committed therein. 

'" 
TITLE VI-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OF COMMUNICATIONS 

:)J SEC. 605. No person receiving or assisting in receiving, or transmitting, 
;~I assisting in transmitting, any interstate or foreign communication by wire 
1::7 radio shall divulge or publish the existence, contents, substance, purport, 
Jiect, or meaning thereof, except through authorized channels of transmission ::J reception, to any person other than the addressee, his agent, or attorney. or 
. a person employed or authorized to forward such communication to its 

li~stination, or to proper accounting or distributing officers of the various 
cammunicating centers over which the communication may be passed, or to 
I Ie master of a ship under whom he is serving, or in response to a subpena 
I:,isued by a court of competent jurisdiction, or on demand of other lawful 
:,hthority; and no person not being authorized by the sender shall intercept 
. 'lY communication and divulge or publish the existence, contents, substance, 
"'!lrport, effect, or meaning of such intercepted communication to any person; 
: Ind no person not being entitled thereto shall receive or assist in receiving any 
,iterstate or foreign communication by wire or radio and use the same or 

11Y information therein contained for his own benefit or for the benefit of 
dinother not entitled thereto; and no person having received such intercepted 
:rrommunieation or having become acquainted with the contents, substance, 
fJfurport, effect, or meaning of the same or any part thereof, knowing that such 
1Glformation was so obtained, shall divulge or publish the existence, contents, 
';:(ubstance, purport, effect, or meaning of the same or any part thereof, or 
~8e the same or any information therein contained for his own benefit or for 
,he benefit of another not entitled thereto: Provided, That this section shaH 

; lot apply to the receiving, divulging, publishing, or utilizing the contents of any 
l'adio communication broadcast, or transmitted by amateurs or others for the 

tBe of the general pu blic, or relating to ships in distress. 

WAR EMERGENCY-POWERS OF PRESIDENT 

SEC. 606. (a) During the continuance of a war in which the United 
dtates is engaged, the President is authorized, if he finds it necessary for the 
:_~lational defense and security, to direct that such communications as in his 
lludgment may be essential to the national defense and security shall have 

preference or priority with any carrier subject to this. Act. He may ~ive 
these directions at and for such times as he may determlDe, and may modIfy, 
change, suspend, or annul them and for any such purpose he is hereby 
authorized to issue orders directly, or through such person or persons as he 
designates for the purpose, or through the Commission. Any carrier COt;t­
plying with any such order or direction for preference or priority herem 
authorized shall be exempt from any and all provisions in existing law imposing 
civil or criminal penalties, obligations, or liabilities upon carriers. by .reason 
of givin .... preference or priority in compliance with such order or dlrectIOn. 

(b) "'It shall be unlawful for al!y person d.uring any war !n which the 
United States is engaged to knowmgly or WIllfully, by phYSICal force or 
intimidation by threats of physical force, obstruct or retard or aid in obstruct­
ing or retarding interstate. or foreign com.mun~ca~ion by radio or ,!ir:. The 
President is hereby authorlzed, whenever lD hIS Judgment the pubhc lDterest 
requires, to employ the armed forces o~ th~ United ~tates to preven~ an! suc? 
obstruction or retardation of commulllcabon: ProvJded, That nothmg lD thlS 
section shall be construed to repeal, modify, or affect either section 6 or section 
20 of an Act entitled "An Act to supplement existing laws against unlawful 
restraints and monopolies, and for other purposes," approved October 15, 1914. 

(c) Upon proclamation by the President that there exists war or a threat 
of war or a state of public peril or disaster or other national emergency, or 
in order to preserve the neutrality of the United States, the President may 
suspend or amend, for such time as he may see fit, the rules and regulations 
applicable to any or all stations within the jurisdiction of the United States 
as prescribed by the Commission, and may cause the closing of any station 
for radio communication and the removal therefrom of its apparatus and 
equipment, or he may authorize the use or control of any such station and/or 
its apparatus and equipment by any department of the Government under such 
regulations as he may prescribe, upon just compensation to the owners. 

(d) The President shall af'certain the just compensation for such use or 
control and certify the amount ascertained to Congress for appropriation and 
payment to the person entitled thereto. If the amount so certified is unsat­
isfactory to the person entitled thereto, such person shall be paid only 75 
per centum of the amount and shall be entitled to sue the United States to 
recover such further sum as added to such payment of 75 per centum will 
make such amount as will be just compensation for the use and control. 
Such suit shall be brought in the manner provided by paragraph 20 of section 
24. or by section 145. of the Judicial Code, as amended. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ACT 

SEC. 607. This Act shall take effect upon the organization of the Com­
mission. except that this section and sections 1 and 4 shall take effect July 1, 
1934. The Commission shall be deemed to be organized upon such date as four 
members of the Commission have taken office. 

SEPARABILITY CLAUSE 

SEC. 608. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid. the remainder of the Act and the 
application of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby. 

Unions And Labor • In Groups Dealing Radio Fields 
Name of Address 

Orzanization AffiHntion Telephone No. 

. American Federa- AFL DOl l\lass. Ave. N.W. 
tion of Labor Washington. D. C. 

~ational 3870 

, Congress for In- CIO 1106 Connecticut Ave. 
dustrial Organi- Washington. D. C. 
zation District 3582 

American Communi- CIO 10 Bridge St. 
cations Associa- New York City 
tion Bowling Green 9-3007 

!International Broth- AFL 1200 15th St. N.W. 
erhood of Ellec- Washington. D. C. 
trical W orla!rs District 3700 

.American Federa- AFL 1-!50 Broadway 
tion of Musicians Kew York City 

PennsylnlDia 6-2540 

'In terna tiona 1 AlIi- AFL (l30 Fifth Ave. 
ance of Theatri- ~ew York City 
cal Stage Em- Circle 5-4370 
ployees and 1\lov-
ing Picture Ma-
chine Operators 

Associa tion of Tech- 201 X. Wells St. 
nical Employes of Chicago 
NBC Randolph 8884 

Associated Broad- IBEW ]200 15th St .. N.W. 
cast Technicians (AFL) Washington. D. C. 

- District 3760 

American A d v e r- CIO 
tising' Guild 

31 E. 21th St. 
New York City 
)lurray Hill 5-5532 

Executive 

William Green. Pres. 

Philip Murray, Pres. 

Joseph Selly, Pres. 

E .• J. Brown, Pres. 

James C. Petrillo, Pres. 

Richard F. Wnlsh, Pres. 

E.C.Ho~tman.P~~ 

Russell Rennaker, Bus. 1\lgl'. 

Howard \Yillnrd, PI·es. 
Anne Hanley, Secy. 

B R 0 A DCA S TIN G • Broadcast Advertising 

Nnme of 
Organization Affiliation 

Radio W r i t e r s' 
Guild of the Au­
thors IAJague of 
~~merica 

American Newspa- CIO 
per Guild 

Address 
Telephone No. 

6 E. 39th St. 
New York City 
Murray Hill 5-6930 

14 Pearl St. 
New York City 
Whitehall 3-1272 

Associated Actors 
& Art i s t e s of 
America 

AFL 4;:; W. 47th St. 
New York City 
Bryant 9-35;:;0 

Executive 

Henry F. Carlton, Pres. 

:Milton l\Iurrar. Pres. 

Franl;: Gillmore, Pres. 

Organizations affiliated wit It Associated ACtOl'3 d: Artistes of Amedca 

Act 0 rs Equity AFL 
Assn. 

_-\merican F e d- AFL 
eration of Ra-
dio Artists 

American G u i I d AFL 
of .Musicnl Art-
ists Inc. 

.American Guild of AFL 
Variety Artists 

Screen Actors Guild AFL 

4i) W. 4ith St. 
New Yorh City 
Bryant 9-3550 

2 W. 4i)th 8t. 
Xew York City 
Ynnderbilt 6-1810 

2 \Y. 45th fit. 
Xew York City 
:\Iut'l':I~' Hill 2·:inH 

IGJO Brondwa~' 
Xew Yo!'l;: City 
Circle (j·7130 

.n·m Hollywood Bh'd. 
Hollywood. Cn1. 
Crestview 1-2106 
545 Fifth Ave. 
~ew York City 
~Iurl'ay Hill 2-01R-I 

Bert Lytell, Pres. 
Pnul Dullzell, Ex. Secy.­

Trens. 

Lawrence Tibbett. Prl)s. 
Mrs. Emily Holt, Ex. Secy. 

Lawrence 'l'ibbett, Pres. 
Mrs. Blanche Witherspoon, 

Ex. Sec~·. 

~I()rton DOWIH'\'. 1'r('s. 
Gerald Gl'ifIin. 'Ex. ~ec,\'. 

I'Jdwill Al'llold, Pres, 
Kenneth Thomson. Ex. Secy. 

I'll'S. Florence Mal'ston. 
Eastern Representative 
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