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* Operates on the most favorable 
WAVE LENGTH 
has full time and is recognized as the standard of con- 
sistent program quality and clear dependable reception. 

* Enjoys Audience ACCEPTANCE 
of more than ten years. Constantly growing in numbers, 
achieved by adherence to the highest policies and finest 
ethics of broadcasting. 

* Offers Intensive COVERAGE 
in New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania 
and Rhode Island. 

BAMBERGER BROADCASTING SERVICE . INC. 
NEWARK . NEW JERSEY 
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A Western Electric 50 Kilowatt Radio Telephone Broadcasting Transmitter. 

B roadcasting equipment.. 
by BELL TELEPHONE MAKERS 

kThe correct type of apparatus for stations of all sizes is included in the complete line of Western 

Electric radio telephone broadcasting equipment. Transmitters, for example, range from small 100 Watt 

to huge 50 Kilowatt models. The name Western Electric vouches for the performance of this apparatus, 

Every piece is made to the same high standards of precision exacted in the telephones made by this corn 

175 
Western Electric 
Equipped Radio 
Broadcasting Sta- 
tions now in opera- 
tion from Coast to 

Coast. 
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pany for the Bell System. For detailed description of this equipment- 

write the distributor, Graybar Electric Co., Graybar Building, New York, N. Y. 

Also made by Western Electric -radio telephone equipment with which many cities 
are furnishing their police departments. Reliable to an unusual degree -a time saver 
between report and response. Information also upon request to the distributor. 

Western Electric! 
RADIO TELEPHONE BROADCASTING EQUIPMENT 

Distributed by GRAYBAR Electric Company 
Offices in 76 Principal Cities 
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first 
in North Carolina 
and South Carolina 

% . 
2 6 

in power 
WBT's 5000 watts makes it the most powerful 
station in the Carolinas; 100!ó modulation, full 
time and clear channel gives fullest audience as- 
surance. ... prestige 
Pioneer radio broadcaster of the South, WBT has 
grown to its commanding position with a loyal 
audience constantly interested in its varied and 
colorful program schedule. ... market 
Strategetically and centrally located to serve the 
rich Piedmont section of the Carolinas, concentra- 
tion point of wealth and population. 

Here is a market well worth conquering! Rich, responsive, compact, it offers tremendous possibilities 
to manufacturer and advertising agency. Lacking only in the razor -edged competition of metropolitan 
markets, the Piedmont Carolinas offer large rewards to aggressive invaders of commerce! 

WBT's equipment and staff is competent to effectively promote any commodity; its executives are 
capable in creating broadcast advertising plans and programs productive of gratifying sales records. Get 
the details . . . NOW! 

Station WBT, Inc. 
Key Station of the Dixie Network of the Columbia Broadcasting System 

Wilder Building Charlotte North Carolina 
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Is Radio 
Advertising Expensive? 

RADIO advertising is not the exclusive toy of the adver- 

tisingly rich. Neither need it be a costly gamble. ' Demand 

careful planning in your radio advertising -plus thorough- 

ness of procedure, and, better still, test schedules that 

forecast results if efforts are extended. We offer to any 

serious advertiser and his agency full cooperation in 

studying whether broadcasting has possible effectiveness 

in a specific merchandising plan -holding the initial en- 

deavor to test proportions. Our experience is based on 

a five year history -five years that have been productive 

of facts- innumerable and enlightening. 

S O - A -TONE BROADCASTS 
ORIGINATORS AND PERFECTERS OF ELECTRICAL TRANSCRIPTIONS 

ATI O NAL Radio ADVERTISI NG 
Inc. 

New York: 120 West 42nd Street, Wisconsin 2391 

Chicago: 410 N. Michigan Ave., Whitehall 4368 Detroit: 4 -237 General Motors Bldg., Empire 8220 

Hollywood: 6425 Hollywood Blvd. 

Page 4 BROADCASTING October 15, 1931 



VOL. 1, NO. 1 

The NEWS MAGAZINE THE FIFTH ESTATE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. OCTOBER 15, 1931 $3.00 PER YEAR -15c A COPY 

The Commission Chairman Points With Pride 
By MAJ. GEN. CHARLES McK. SALTZMAN 

Chairman, Federal Radio Commission 

AS TOLD TO SOL TAISHOFF 

Calling Our Broadcasting Best in World,"The General "Urges 
Programs Improve Apace with the Technical Art 

THE United States is today the 
foremost radio country in the 
world. In considering the list of 
its radio achievements, its people 
can well be proud of the status of 
its broadcasting. The United States 
is the birthplace of broadcasting. 
In our technical research labora- 
tories, our scientists have brought 
forth remarkable creations for 
voice transmission. Our factories 
are producing the best radio equip- 
ment of the world. With this back- 
ground and with a great wealth of 
program talent available, the pro- 
gressive broadcasters of our coun- 
try have made our broadcasting 
the best in the world. 

The past year has witnessed a 
remarkable improvement in recep- 
tion in many parts of the nation 
due to the modernization of equip- 
ment. The hearty cooperation of 
progressive, far -seeing broadcast- 
ers in complying with the provis- 
ions of General Order No. 111 
(regarding transmission require- 
ments) is having a marked effect 
in many sections, with the benefits 
accruing not only to the listening 
public but to the broadcaster. 
Many progressive stations are al- 
ready complying with General 
Order No. 116 (regarding fre- 
quency deviations) even though it 
does not officially become effective 
until next year. Due to these two 
regulations, 1932 will find recep- 

1 tion conditions in this country in- 
finitely improved over previous 
years. 

MORE IMPROVEMENTS 

THE technical developments of 
the last five years are only the 
beginning. Our research technic- 
ians are still at work in the lab- 
oratory and will continue to bring 
forth devices and circuits for the 
further improvement of voice 
transmission. In the realm of 
mathematics, the fundamental 
principles and natural laws are 

T 

THE FEDERAL RADIO COMMISSION 
Seated (left to right) -Commissioners Ira E. Robinson; Eugene O. 

Sykes, vice chairman; Maj. Gen. Charles McK. Saltzman, chairman; 
Harold A. Lafount, and W. D. L. Starbuck. 

Standing (left to right) -Col. Thad H. Brown, general counsel; 
Dr. C. B. Jolliffe, chief engineer, and James W. Baldwin, Secretary. 

not only fixed but definitely known. 
Mathematical problems can accord- 
ingly be definitely solved. In the 
field of radio, the principles and 
natural laws are as fixed and im- 
mutable as those of mathematics 
but some of these laws are yet not 
definitely known to us because the 
radio art is very young. As the 
months and years roll by, these 
principles and laws are becoming 
better understood by the scientists 
who are studying the art. So, al- 
though the United States today 
stands far out in front in broad- 
casting, we must be on the qui vive 
for constant improvement and 
must live with the realization that 
the splendid transmitting devices 
and accessories of 1931, now re- 
garded as the last word in radio 
equipment, may in a few years be 
looked back upon as haywire. 

Just as improvements are made 
in technical operation with better 
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signals laid down in the service 
area, just so must program im- 
provements be made to bring better 
entertainment to the homes of the 
listening public. In this regard, 
the broadcaster oftentimes finds 
himself sorely tried. In a metro- 
politan service area, for example, 
there is a class that desires noth- 
ing but the music of Philharmonic 
concerts, while another class 
clamors for jazz dance music. 
There is a class that wants high 
grade educational programs to the 
exclusion of all others, while an- 
other class wants nothing of that 
sort. The broadcaster cannot please 
all. It is difficult for him to please 
the majority. 

A time will undoubtedly come 
when certain stations will special- 
ize on certain types of programs, 
but that time not having arrived, 
the average broadcaster, like the 
storekeeper, is left to wrestle with 

the problem of endeavoring to of- 
fer to his customers a stock of pro- 
grams to meet the demands of a 
varied audience. However, what- 
ever the nature of the program 
selected, the broadcaster must con- 
stantly strive to improve its qual- 
ity. Improvements in program 
quality should keep pace with im- 
provements in technical operation. 

In the case of a new facility like 
radio reaching into the very home 
life of our nation, it is inevitable 
that complaints will arise. When 
Alexander Graham Bell's first 
crude telephones were installed on 
telephone systems, the novelty of 
the wonderful invention soon wore 
off and many complaints were re- 
ceived as to the service rendered. 
The telephone company of today 
even with its wonderful equipment 
still receives complaints. The tele- 
phone company is constantly en- 
deavoring to correct the practices 
which cause these complaints. The 
broadcaster, if he is wise, will do 
the same. 

ABOUT SALES TALKS 
ONE great source of complaint is 
in regard to advertising. So long 
as our country favors the competi- 
tive broadcasting of today as dis- 
tinguished from monopolistic broad- 
casting, advertising must probably 
pay the bill and we shall listen 
to "sponsored programs." But 
there are sponsored programs and 
sponsored programs -programs in 
which the advertising is palatable, 
even interesting, and programs in 
which the sales talk is nauseating. 
I have in mind a program advertis- 
ing a certain commodity in which 
the sales talk carried on by several 
actors is not objectionable but posi- 
tively interesting. No one can ob- 
ject to it. Broadcasters, if they 
listen to the trend of public opin- 
ion, will commence to take steps to 
make these sales talks more palat- 
able. The problem is theirs and 
not any official board's, and they 
should hasten to solve it. 

The complaints received by the 
broadcaster from his listeners are 
oftentimes sorely perplexing. In 

(Continued on page 2S) 
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Columbia Scouts Independents' Fears 
of Replacement by System of Boosters 

Network Officials Deny Any Plan for National 
Chain in Seeking Station in Washington 

COLUMBIA'S proposal to erect a 
booster station in Washington, with 
power of 250 watts and synchron- 
ized to the clear channel of WABC, 
its New York key, does not mean 
the death of independent or net- 
work- affiliated stations, according 
to a statement by Harry C. Butch- 
er, Washington director of CBS. 
The statement was made in con- 
nection with the withdrawal of 
Thomas Stevenson's letter of pro- 
test to the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion, as executive director of the 
Associated Broadcasters of Am- 
erica, that the proposed Washing- 
ton booster was the first step to- 
ward a nation -wide system that 
would free the network from de- 
pendence on independent station 
affiliations. 

The hearing on the CBS appli- 
cation is scheduled for Oct. 19 be- 
fore the full Commission. Engi- 
neers of the Commission, CBS engi- 
neers and. others interested in the 
booster project will testify as to 
its feasibility. Station WMAL, 
Washington, the present CBS local 
outlet, which will leave the network 
if the plan meets the Commission's 
approval, will be represented by 
Thomas P. Littlepage, but will raise 
no objections. Columbia will be 
represented by Paul D. P. Spear- 
man, formerly assistant general 
counsel of the Commission and now 
with the firm of Littlepage, Little - 
page & Spearman. 

The network was impelled to 
seek the synchronized outlet in 
Washington because of its inability 
to place enough of its programs in 
Washington over WMAL. With a 
synchronized outlet, it will be able 
to serve Washington with CBS 
programs-17 hours a day. 

With the declaration by CBS 
that it has no idea of erecting a 
national system of boosters, Mr. 
Stevenson, whose association em- 
braces a number of independent 
broadcasters, stated in his letter to 
the Commission that the associa- 
tion has been satisfied that its 
original objections were groundless. 
In the meantime, Sam Pickard, 
former radio commissioner and 
now station relations vice presi- 
dent of CBS, addressed a letter to 
all stations of the network stating 
that his company's aim was, first, 
to give Washington a full schedule 
of Columbia programs, and second- 
ly "to contribute as much as is pos- 
sible to engineering development." 

CBS POSITION EXPLAINED 

"The application of Columbia," 
Mr. Butcher stated, "for permis- 
sion from the Federal Radio Com- 
mission experimentally to operate 
a 250 -watt booster station in Wash- 
ington, bringing to the nation's 
capital the complete programs of 
WABC, has brought to light sev- 
eral objections which, while pos- 
sibly plausible to the uninformed, 
are not based on an adequate 
knowledge of the facts and are 
therefore erroneous. 

"The first of these objections, 
and perhaps the most fallacious, is 
that practical application of syn- 

chronization, as proposed experi- 
mentally by the Columbia System, 
sounds the death knell of the inde- 
pendent and chain-affiliated sta- 
tions. Under present wave -length 
allocations, nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth. 

"With the wave lengths of the 
nation distributed as they are, the 
proper and non -interfering loca- 
tion of a booster station is equally 
as difficult as the establishment of 
a new station. 

"Establishment of a new station 
is virtually impossible at present 
because of the congestion of sta- 
tions now crowded into the defin- 
itely limited band of broadcasting 
frequencies. However, the booster 
principle, if proved practical in 
actual test, would make consider- 
ably better use of the nation's 
patrimony of wave lengths than is 
possible under present conditions. 

"Because of the hope that syn- 
chronization would wholly remedy 
the present congested allocation, 
the effect of synchronization on ex- 
isting stations has been widely dis- 
cussed and greatly exaggerated. 

NEED 50 KC. SEPARATION 

"BECAUSE of the existing sta- 
tions, each of which has to be 
separated hundreds of miles from 
other stations on the same or ad- 
jacent channels, there are but sur- 
prisingly few cities where a booster 
station can be established which 
will not interfere with reception of 
existing stations. This is perhaps 
better explained by saying that 
when two stations which operate 
on adjacent wave lengths are lo- 
cated too close to each other, the 
listener in the home hears cross 
talk, or both programs at once, or 
gets whistles and howls. In other 
words, a booster of Station WABC 
cannot be located in a city which 
has a station operating on a wave 
length within 50 kilocycles -five 
notches on the dial -of the WABC 
channel. 

"This condition, coupled with the 
required geographical separation of 
stations, subsequently limits the 
cities in which a WABC booster 
station can be located. The restric- 
tion is further increased by pos- 
sible interference on the adjacent 
wave lengths of stations in cities 
other than that in which the boos- 
ter station is desired. 

"Even if the proposed booster 
idea proves practical in daily 
operation and there were a reallo- 
cation to accommodate synchroniza- 
tion, individual stations now affi- 
liated with networks have little, if 
anything, to fear because undoubt- 
edly other network programs would 
become available to them when re- 
quired. Network stations already 
are finding considerable demand 
for their time from local interests, 
and their managers ofttimes are 
nonplused in their efforts to meet 
both local and network demands for 
time. As radio continues to de- 
velop, not only as a means of ex- 
pression and of entertainment, but 
as an advertising medium, there 
will be an increasing demand for 

A Modern Grapevine 
EDWIN K. COHAN, director 
of technical operations of 
CBS, has evolved a novel way 
of keeping in touch with 
headquarters while on the 
road in New York's metro- 
politan area. Driving a radio - 
equipped auto, he tunes 
WABC at the 15- minute sta- 
tion breaks. His cue to call 
headquarters is the an- 
nouncement: "This is Sta- 
tion WABC in the City of 
New York." When the an- 
nouncer simply says "WABC, 
New York," he knows things 
are O. K. in his line. 

Hedges to Remain 
In Charge of WMAQ 
Chicago Daily News Station 
to be Operated by NBC 

WILLIAM S. HEDGES, president 
of WMAQ, Inc., and past president 
of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, will remain with 
WMAQ in charge of its operations 
when control of the Chicago Daily 
News station is taken over by NBC 
on Nov. 1. Miss Judith Waller, 
who has been with the station since 
its establishment in 1922, will con- 
tinue as second in command. 

Operation of the station under 
NBC management was described 
by the Daily News in an article 
published August 28 as a "partner- 
ship" between the broadcasting 

NewWCAU Studios 
to Cost $350,000 
Dr. Stokowski of Philadelphia 
Symphony Supervising 
WITH the aid of Dr. Leopold 
Stokowski, conductor of the Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orchestra, 
WCAU, Philadelphia, soon will be- 
gin construction of new studios 
which it declares will incorporate 
the most modern equipment known 
to radio science. 

The station, according to an an- 
nouncement by Dr. Leon Levy, 
president of Universal Broadcast- 
ing Company, has completed an ar- 
rangement whereby three addi- 
tional floors will be erected on the 
Franklin Trust Building, to be 
fitted as the studios, at an esti- 
mated cost of $350,000. Plans for 
the construction are being com- 
pleted by engineers of Columbia 
Broadcasting System and Western 
Electric Company, who are col- 
laborating with WCAU engineers 
and architects. 

In anticipation of the construc- 
tion of the new studios, Dr. Sto- 
kowski has spent more than two 
years studying the future develop- 
ment of broadcasting, and it was 
announced that much of the acous- 
tical work will be under his im- 
mediate supervision. 

In addition to the administrative 
offices and studios, there will be 
an experimental laboratory espec- 
ially constructed for Dr. Stokowski, 
where he will continue his studies 
and experiments in the transmis- company and the newspaper. The- 

change will result in a substitution 
of NBC for CBS programs; no 
other changes in the policy and few 
changes in the local programs of 
the station are contemplated. Plans 
of CBS to procure an additional 
outlet in Chicago to supplement 
WBBM have not been announced, 
and all the numerous rumors re- 
garding new CBS affiliations have 
been ignored by the network offi- 
cials. 

Details of the deal whereby NBC 
obtained control of WMAQ have 
not been made public, but it is 
understood that NBC purchased 50 
per cent of the stock of the station 
by arrangement between Col. 
Frank Knox, who recently suc- 
ceeded the late Walter Strong as 
president of the Daily News, and 
M. H. Aylesworth, NBC president. 
The price is supposed to have ex- 
ceeded $500,000. 

WMAQ, a clear channel station, 
though affiliated with CBS since 
that network's inception in 1927, 
is the home of Amos 'n' Andy. 
"Bill" Hay and the Three Doctors, 
well known on the networks. For 
six months before joining CBS in 
1927 it was affiliated with NBC. 
The Chicago Daily News will con- 
tinue to be represented on the air 
through its news flashes and by 
"The Daily News of the Air," 
which features celebrities on the 
newspaper's staff. 

time on all stations. 
"Incidentally, a booster station 

cannot broadcast local programs 
and therefore cannot compete local- 
ly for advertising against existing 
stations or newspapers." 

sion of music with the assistance 
of a radio engineer assigned ex- 
clusively to him for this particular 
work. 

The broadcasting facilities will 
include seven studios of various 
sizes to accomodate every known 
type of program. According to Dr. 
Levy, each of these studios will be 
as sound proof as modern science 
can make it. They will be con- 
structed with floating floors, walls 
on springs and suspended ceilings. 

Each studio will be a "room 
within a room," under the plans, 
with partitions of double glass of 
two different thicknesses to prevent 
transmission of vibration. A special 
flexible acoustical treatment will 
enable the period of absorption and 
reverberation to be changed accord- 
ing to the size of orchestra or num- 
ber of people in the room. 

Arthur M. Clark, acoustical engi- 
neer, who has built studios for 
more than 40 stations, will be in 
direct charge of the installation. 
The plans he has devised anticipate 
the broadcasting of television pro- 
grams, space for a television trans- 
mitter, lighting equipment and 
dressing rooms being provided. 

Sunset Tables Revised 
NEW sunset tables, revised as of 
June 30, 1931, have been published 
by the Engineering Division of the 
Federal Radio Commission. Sunset 
periods are given for every princi- 
pal city in the country and for 
each month of the year. 
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N. A. B. Expects Record Attendance at Detroit 

President 
Important 

Philip G. Loucks 

By PHILIP G. LOUCKS 
Managing Director, National Association of Broadcasters 

Hoover Heads List of Prominent Speakers; 
Trade Problems Will be Considered 

PROBLEMS of 
the broadcasters, 
in and out of the 
studio, will be 
considered at the 
ninth annual 
meeting of the 
National Associa- 
tion of Broad- 
casters at De- 
troit, on October 

26, 27 and 28. Some of the topics 
are to be discussed by prominent 
speakers associated with the bra d_,_ î 

g sting iìidüstry. 
Broadcasters from every state in 

the union will attend the conven- 
tion, and indications are that at- 
tendance will break alLprevious 
records. Members and non -mem- 
bers alike are invited to partici- 
pate in the discussions. Non -mem- 
vers, however, will not be admitted 
to the business sessions nor will 
they be permitted to vote in the 
elections or upon the numerous 
resolutions which will be consid- 
ered. 

The convention will be opened 
on Sunday, October 25, with a golf 
tournament at the Tam O'Shanter 
Golf Club, the winner of which will 
be awarded the N. A. B. golf 
trophy. A meeting of the board of 
directors will be held Sunday 
night, and numerous committee 
meetings are scheduled for Sunday 
afternoon and evening and Mon- 
day morning. 

President Hoover will address the 
meeting from the White House 
studio at the opening session of 
the Convention which will begin 
promptly at Monday noon. The 
President's address will feature a 
half -hour broadcast which will be 
carried to the American public 
over the networks of the National 
Broadcasting Company and the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System. In 
addition to the President's speech, 
Mayor Frank Murphy, of Detroit, 
Maj. Gen. Charles McK. Saltzman, 
chairman of the Federal Radio 
Commission, and President Walter 
J. Damm, of the association will 
speak in the half -hour program. 

LIST OF SPEAKERS 
AMONG the speakers who will be 
heard during the three -day conven- 
tion are Senator Wallace H. White, 
Jr., of Maine; General Saltz- 
man, John Benson, president of the 
American Association of Advertis- 
ing Agencies; Levering Tyson, di- 
rector of the National Advisory 

PRESIDENT WALTER J. DAMM'S MESSAGE: 
"BROADCASTING in the United States today stands in 
grave jeopardy. Politically powerful and efficiently organized 
groups, actuated by selfishness and with a mania for power, 
are now busily at work plotting the complete destruction of 
the industry we have pioneered and developed. These groups 
give no thought to the efforts and the moneys which we have 
expended nor the services which we have rendered the Ameri- 
can public in the development of the greatest broadcasting 
system in the world. They speak of our business as if it 
could be cut down and destroyed by the mere wave of a wand 
or legislative fiat. To protect the present system of broadcast- 
ing is a definite obligation which we as broadcasters owe to 
ourselves and to the millions of the public whom we serve. 
And adequate protection can be achieved only through effi- 
cient organization. In other words, Arne' riean broadcasting 
today is given its choice between organization or destruction." 

Committee on Radio in Education; 
Bond Geddes, executive vice presi- 
dent of the Radio Manufacturers 
Association; Clyde P. Steen, direc- 
tor of the American Radio Asso- 
ciation; Henry A. Bellows, chair- 
man of the N. A. B. Legislative 
Committee; H. K. Carpenter, chair- 
man of the N. A. B. Commercial 
Committee; and John V. L. Hogan, 
chairman of the N. A. B. Engineer- 
ing Committee. 

The annual banquet will be held 
on Tuesday night. Detroit radio 
stations, through a committee 
headed by Leo Fitzpatrick, have 
arranged entertainment featuring 
radio stars of national reputation. 

Accomplishments of the associa- 
tion during the past year will be 
reviewed in the report of the man- 
aging director. This report will 
show that membership in the or- 
ganization has increased nearly 60 

Tentative Program of N. A. B. Convention 
Hotel Statler, Detroit, October 26, 27 and 28 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 
10:00 A. M. 

N. A. B. Golf Tournament 
Tam O'Shanter Club 

1:00 P. M. 

25 Address by John Benson, President, Amer- 
ican Association of Advertising Agencies 

Address by Clyde P. Steen, American 
Radio Association 

Registration opens 
7:30 P. M. 

Meeting, Board of Directors 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 
10:00 A. M. 

Committee Meetings 
12 :00 P. M. 

Convention opens. 
(Program to be broadcast over networks 

of N.B.C. and C.B.S.) 
Band selection 
Call to order by President Damm 
Address of Welcome by Mayor Murphy of 

Detroit 
Response by William S. Hedges 
Address by President of the United States 

by special wire from the White House 
Address by Maj. Gen. Charles McK. Saltz- 
man, Chairman, Federal Radio Commis- 

sion 
Address by President Damm 
Band selection 

12:30 P. M. 

Address by Senator Wallace H. White, 
Jr., of Maine 

Address by Mai. Gen. Charles McK. Saltz- 
man, Chairman, Federal Radio Commis- 

sion 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 
9:30 A. M. 

Report of the Managing Director 
Address by Bond P. Geddes, Executive 

Vice President, Radio Manufacturers Di- 
vision 

Committee Reports 
Discussion 

1:30 P. M. 
Address by Levering Tyson, Director, Na- 

tional Advisory Committee on Radio in 
Education 

Committee Reports (continued) 
Discussion 

6:45 P. M. 
Banquet 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 
9:30 A. M. 

Committee Reports (continued) 
Discussion 

11 :00 A. M. 
(Closed Session) 

Report of Resolutions Committee 
Election of Officers 
Installation of Officers 

3:00 P. M. 
Meeting of Board of Directors 

per cent during the current year. 
Much of the time of the conven- 

tion will be devoted to a discussion 
of the perplexing commercial and 
legislative problems which con- 
front the broadcasting industry. 
Among the subjects listed for dis- 
cussion are the following: stand- 
ardization of market and radio sta- 
tion data, cost accounting, rate 
maintenance, merchandising of an 
open time bureau or clearing house, 
collection and compilation of trade 
statistics, agency recognition, mar- 
ket and coverage surveys, double 
commissions, station representa- 
tion, time brokers, music license 
fees contract forms, and other mat- 
ters of interest to stations. 

Declaration of a set of funda- 
mental engineering rules applicable 
to broadcasting, television, syn- 
chronization, and antenna develop- 
ment are among the technical mat- 
ters which will be discussed. 

Legislative perils which face the 
industry will be treated in the re- 
port of the legislative committee, 
which will point out the dangers 
of impending legislation. 

COPYRIGHT IS TOPIC 

EDUCATIONAL and advertising 
campaigns for the entire industry 
will be proposed at the meeting. 

A subject which is bound to re- 
ceive considerable discussion is the 
copyright situation. The activities 
of the association in connection 
with the Vestal Copyright bill, 
which failed to pass in the last 
Congress, will be reviewed, and an 
effort is now being made to con- 
clude the conferences between com- 
mittees of the N. A. B. and the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in time for 
a report at the Detroit meeting. 

Among matters of minor im- 
portance to be considered are sev- 
eral amendments which have been 
proposed to the constitution and 
by -laws of the association. 

Arrangements for the meeting 
are being made by E. M. Spence, 
Atlantic City; J. J. Storey, Wor- 
cester, Mass.; Frank M. Russell, 
Washington; Paul W. Morency, 
Hartford, Conn.; Harry C. Butcher, 
Washington, Leo Fitzpatrick, De- 
troit. 

Our Headquarters 
Throughout the course of 

the N. A. B. convention, 
BROADCASTING will main- 
tain headquarters in Room 
216, Hotel Statler. Visitors 
are cordially invited. 
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Nine Stations Given Maximum Power 
Six Others Get 25 kw. as Radio Commission Holds to 
Limitation Order in Settling Year -old Issue 

ONE -HALF of the 40 clear chan- 
nels have been dedicated definitely 
to high power by the Federal Radio 
Commission by virtue of its selec- 
tion of nine additional stations for 
power increases to the 50 kw. 
maximum. The stations were se- 
lected from among two dozen ap- 
plicants, and unless litigation pre- 
vents, they shortly will be ad- 
ded to the roster of the 14 stations 
already enjoying the 50 kw. privi- 
lege. 

Along with the 50 kw. grants, 
which filled the vacancies for this 
power existing under the regula- 
tions, the Commission also author- 
ized six other clear channel sta- 
tions to increase to powers of 25 
kw. The action, for the time being 
at least, disposes of the high 
power controversy that has en- 
gaged the Commission for well 
over a year. 

The usual Commission vote on 
power matters was broken when 
the case came before it on Oct. 1. 

More than a score of votes were 
taken as the Commission sustained 
the second recommendations of 
Chief Examiner Ellis A. Yost, in 
all but four respects. In his origin- 
al recommendations, submitted last 
December, Mr. Yost had urged that 
all 40 clear channels be permitted 
to accommodate 50 kw. stations. 

The stations which won the 50 
kw. assignments are WOR, New- 
ark; WCAU, Philadelphia; WSB, 
Atlanta; WSM, Nashville; WCCO, 
Minneapolis; WHO - WOC, Des 
Moines -Davenport; KOA, Denver; 
KSL, Salt Lake City, and KPO, 
San Francisco. 

Those awarded 25 kw. are 
WHAM, Rochester; WHAS, Louis- 
ville; WBT, Charlotte; WAPI, Bir- 
mingham; KVOO, Tulsa, and 
KFAB, Lincoln. 

APPEALS ARE LIKELY 

THE grants will become effective 
when the Commission publishes the 
statements of facts and grounds 
for decision in each case. At that 
time those applicants who believe 
they are aggrieved may have re- 
course to the Court of Appeals of 
the District of Columbia. Such ap- 
peals are permissible, under the 
law, within 20 days after the final 
formal action by the Commission. 

Litigation is expected. Station 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, whose appli- 
cation for 870 kilocycles, occupied 
jointly by WLS and WENR, Chi- 
cago, and for 50 kw., was denied, 
virtually has committed itself to 
appeal. Several other applicants 
indicated similar courses of action 
during the hearings last fall. It 
is improbable that the statements 
of facts and grounds for decision 
will be available before Nov. 1, and 
no appeals may be noted until they 
are published. 

Should other appeals be taken, 
they likely will challenge the valid- 
ity of General Order 42, as amend- 
ed, to which the Commission ad- 
hered in making its decisions. It 
is not expected that there will be 
an appeal that will hold up the 
entire allocation. 

The Commission began consider- 
ation of the high power issue on 
Oct. 1 in accordance with a reso- 
lution it had adopted last July. 
Commissioner Ira E. Robinson, who 
openly opposes high power, first 
moved that consideration for the 
applications for power of 50 kw. 
be indefinitely postponed. The mo- 
tion was lost. Commissioner Har- 
old A. Lafount then proposed that 
General Order 42, as amended, be 
rescinded, and this motion also lost. 
The surprise came when Commis- 
sioner Robinson voted with Mr. 
Lafount. 

A third proposal, offered by Vice 
Chairman E. O. Sykes, that Ex- 
aminer Yost's recommendations for 
grants of 25 kw. to all unsuccess- 
ful applicants for 50 kw. be denied, 
was lost with Saltzman and Sykes 
dissenting. 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

The minutes adopted by the Corn - 
mission covering the tentative high 
power grants follow: 

First zone -Stations WHAM, WBZ, 
WOR and WJZ. The Commission re- 
versed the examiner in his recommenda- 
tion that WJZ be granted power of 50 
kw. The Commission granted the appli- 
cation of WOR for the construction of a 
50 kw. station, 25 kw. regular and 25 kw. 
experimental power. Saltzman. Starbuck, 
commissioners, voted to grant the applica- 
tion of WHAM. 

Second zone -Stations WCAU and 
WHAS. The Commission sustained the ex- 
aminer and granted the application of 
WCAU for the construction of a 50 kw. 
station, 25 kw. regular and 25 kw. experi- 
mental power. Saltzman and Starbuck, 
commissioners, voted to grant the appli- 
cation of WHAS. 

Third zone- Stations WAPI, WBT, 
WSM, WSB, KVOO and WREC -WOAN. 
The Commission sustained the examiner 
and granted the applications of WSM and 
WSB for construction of a 50 kw. station, 
25 kw. regular and 25 kw. experimental 
power. Robinson, commissioner, voted to 

grant the application of WBT in prefer- 
ence to WSM. The Commission denied 
the application of WREC, which sought 
the facilities of WSM. 

Fourth zone- Stations WBBM -WJBT, 
WCCO, WGN -WLIB, WMAQ, WHO - 
WOC, WCFL and WTMJ. The Commis- 
sion sustained the examiner and granted 
the application of WCCO for the construc- 
tion of a 50 kw. station. 25 kw. regular 
and 25 kw. experimental power. The 
Commission reversed the examiner in his 
recommendation to grant WGN's applica- 
tion and granted the application of WHO 
for the construction of a 50 kw. station, 
25 kw. regular and 25 kw. experimental 
power. Starbuck, commissioner, voted to 
grant WCFL authority to operate with 
power of 50 kw. on 970 kilocycles experi- 
mentally. The Commission denied the ap- 
plication of WCFL, which sought the fa- 
cilities of WGN. The Commission denied 
the application of WTMJ, which sought 
the facilities of WLS and WENR. In 
Docket 691 (WOWO) and 692 (WFBM) 
the Commission denied the applications 
(for 50 kw.). 

Fifth zone -Stations KGO, KOA, KPO 
and KSL. The Commission sustained the 
examiner and granted the applications of 
KOA and KPO for the construction of a 
50 kw. station. 25 kw. regular and 25 
kw. experimental power. Starbuck, com- 
missioner, voted to grant the application 
of KGO in preference to the application 
of KPO. 

Station KNX having been defaulted 
(minutes. May 15. 1913) in their con- 
struction permit to build a 50 kw. station, 
created a third vacancy. The Commission 
filled this vacancy by granting the appli- 
cation of KSL for the construction of a 
50 kw. station, 25 kw. regular and 25 kw. 
experimental power. 

COMMISSIONERS' MOTIONS 
In Docket 906. Examiners Report No. 

42, Station KFAB, the Commission grant- 
ed the application in part. The Commis- 
sion granted KFAB authority to construct 
a radio station with power of 25 kw. and 
to divide time with WBBM as at present, 
Saltzman and Sykes, commissioners, dis- 
senting. 

Opinions are required in all the above 
cases. 

Commissioner Starbuck moved that 
WHAM be granted power of 25 kw. The 
motion carried. Saltzman and Sykes, 
commissioners, voted no. 

Commissioner Lafount moved that 
WBZ be granted power of 25 kw. The 
motion was lost. 

Commissioner Lafount moved that 
WHAS be granted power of 25 kw. The 
motion carried. Saltzman and Skyes, 
commissioners, dissented. 

Commissioner Robinson moved that 
WBT be granted power of 25 kw. The 
motion carried. Saltzman and Sykes, 
commissioners, voted no. 

Commissioner Lafount moved that 
WAPI and KVOO, sharing time, each be 
granted power of 25 kw. The motion 
carried. Saltzman and Sykes, commission- 
ers, dissented. 

Commissioner Starbuck moved that 
WCFL be granted power of 25 kw. ex- 
perimentally. The motion was lost. Rob- 
inson and Starbuck, commissioners, for it. 

Commissioner Starbuck moved that 
KGO be granted power of 25 kw. The 
motion was lost. 

The high power action culminates 
more than a year of controversy 
within the Commission. In Sep- 
tember, 1930, hearings were begun 
before Mr. Yost that lasted over a 
five -week period. The testimony 
presented was overwhelmingly in 
favor of maximum power on all 40 
clear channels, and the applicant 
stations were unanimous in their 
demand that the Commission re- 
scind General Order 42, as amend- 
ed, and thereby avoid discrimina- 
tion. Legal arguments were ad- 
vanced also that this regulation is 
discriminatory and therefore in- 
valid. 

Testimony adduced during the 
lengthy hearings was to the effect 
that to install a 50 kw. transmitter 
entailed an outlay of approximately 
$250,000 for equipment alone. Since 
there is no standard 25 kw. ap- 
paratus, a 50 kw. unit must be em- 
ployed for stations of this output, 
unless composite plants are used. 

Already on the air with the 
maximum power of 50 kw. are sta- 
tions WEAF, WGY, WTIC and 
WABC, in the first zone; KDKA, 
WLW and WTAM, in the second; 
WBAP -WFAA and WOAI, in the 
third; WENR -WLS and KMOX in 
the fourth, and KFI in the fifth. In 
addition, Station WJZ uses 30 kw., 
while stations WGN and WBBM 
are licensed for 25 kw. The re- 
mainder of the clear channel sta- 
tions are using from 5 kw. to 10 
kw. 

SO kw, operating and CP- Total, 23 All other dominant clear channel stations- Total. 21 

025 kw, operating and CP- Total, 9 Limited time (LT) and day stations on clear channels -Total, 36 

12 share time and 8 operate simultaneous day (SD) 
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Danger Signals Ahead of the Broadcasters 
By HENRY ADAMS BELLOWS 
Vice -President, Columbia Broadcasting System 

Wave Grabbing, State Legislation, Legal Tyranny, Dubious 
Commercial Practices Seen Menaces to Radio's Advance 

WHAT dangers lie in the immed- 
iate path of American broadcast- 
ing, and how serious are they? 
We'll leave out such general in- 
dustrial dangers as the economic 
depression- nobody can tell what 
may happen in these dubious times. 
Radio broadcasting seems as nearly 
immune from the immediate effects 
of depression as any industry can 
be, because the very conditions 
which have adversely affected the 
older advertising media have tend- 
ed to turn business toward the 
broadcasting stations. 

The past few years have given 
so impressive a demonstration of 
what broadcasting can do for its 
advertising clients that the indus- 
try's immediate business future 
seems relatively stable. It goes 
into the autumn with more con- 
tracts on the books than ever be- 
fore at this time of year. On the 
whole, its clients are well satisfied, 
and from the standpoint of gross 
income the industry seems able to 
face the prospects of another long 
and cold winter without alarm. 
Danger No. 1 lurks in Washing- 

ton, in the form of Congressional 
encroachment on the functions of 
the Federal Radio Commission. 
This danger ranks first, not only in 
seriousness but in imminence. As 
soon as Congress meets in Decem- 
ber, attempts will be made to force 
the enactment of legislation depriv- 
ing the Radio Commission of some 
part of its power to make alloca- 
tions. 

The question at issue is not 
whether a particular group, a 
branch of the government or a 
special interest is entitled to broad- 
casting facilities. That is essen- 
tially a minor matter. The real 
question is whether Congress shall 
take back part or all of the author- 
ity which it conferred on the Radio 
Commission by the Radio Act of 
1927. 

POLITICS MEANS CHAOS 

ONCE let Congress undertake the 
allocation of broadcasting facilities 
by special legislation regarding 
even a single frequency, and chaos 
is in sight. The Radio Commis- 
sion may or may not have done a 
good job, but at any rate it has 
worked in an orderly fashion and 
according to definite, if not neces- 
sarily sound, engineering princi- 
ples. 

Congress knows nothing about 

I 

Henry Adams Bellows 

AS ONE of the original 
members of the Federal 
Radio Commission, and 
subsequently as chair- 
man of the legislative 
committee of the Nat- 
ional Association of 
Broadcasters, Mr. Bell- 
ows was the logical per- 
son of whom to ask this 
question: "What do you 
regard as the chief dan- 
gers ahead for broadcast- 
ing?" Here is his answer. 

radio engineering, and cares less. 
No orderly scheme of radio develop- 
ment is conceivable if radio facili- 
ties are to be parceled out as 
political prizes by special legisla- 
tion. The entire broadcasting 
structure of America will be 
shaken, and may very possibly 
collapse, if Congress, by enacting 
any measure regarding the specific 
allocation of broadcasting facili- 
ties, undoes its own handiwork of 
nearly five years ago. 

This is Danger No. 1. How 
acute it is can be realized by any 
one who remembers that on Feb- 
ruary 17, 1931, the bill carrying 
the Glenn Amendment, allocating 
one clear channel each to "labor, 
agriculture and education," passed 
the Senate without a dissenting 
vote. The first session of the 72d 
Congress will see the introduction 
of anywhere from 20 to 50 bills, 
the ultimate effect of all of which 
will be to put Congress into the 
business of making radio alloca- 
tions. 

Danger No. 2 lies in the prob- 
ability of ill- advised and mis -di- 
rectgd action by state legislatures. 
We have already seen instances of 
this, most of them luckily abortive. 
It is exceedingly hard to keep 
track of the legislative activities of 
48 states, and in many of them the 
local politicians are itching to get 
some measure of control over 
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broadcasting. In most cases the 
sponsors of state legislation af- 
fecting radio have not the slightest 
conception of the character and 
effect of their own bills. While it 
is true that most legislation of this 
type could probably be defeated in 
the courts, the battle would be a 
long and costly one. It is a danger 
regarding which the traditional 
ounce of prevention is invaluable. 

COSTLY LITIGATION 

DANGER No. 3 has become so 
solidly established that there seems 
to be not much to do about it. It 
is the result of the virtual abdica- 
tion of the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion in favor of the Court of Ap- 
peals. The Radio Act, in establish- 
ing the right of appeal, certainly 
did not intend that the licensing 
authority should hand over its 
power of decision in all important 
cases to the courts, but this is ap- 
proximately what has happened. 
A hearing before the Commission 
is now generally regarded simply 
as a preliminary to an appeal, pro- 
vided the applicant can pay the 
cost. 

There is no telling what the total 
burden of legal expenses laid on the 
broadcasting industry by the Com- 
mission is going to be during the 
next year or two, but unquestion- 
ably it will at least equal the total 

amount spent in the improvement 
of transmitting equipment. A good 
Washington Iawyer has become 
more important to every broadcast- 
ing station than a good chief engi- 
neer. This is lamentable, and prob- 
ably it could have been avoided, 
but already the situation has solidi- 
fied to a point where no immediate 
remedy is apparent. 

Danger No. 4 has no relation tg 
legislation, and lies wholly within 
the industry. The past year or two 
have seen some improvement in the 
commercial practices of broadcast- 
ing stations, but in many casés they 
are still pretty bad. Rate cutting 
is not uncommon, and shrewd buy- 
ers of radio time regard the struc- 
ture of published rates and dis- 
counts as providing simply a basis 
for horse -trading. The chains and 
the leading stations are doing their 
utmost to set a good example, but 
the faith of advertisers in the value 
of radio time is constantly being 
shaken by unscrupulous efforts to 
get business at the price of almost 
any concession. 

The broadcasters urgently need 
to clean their own house in this 
matter of business practices. Rates 
and discounts, as published, must 
be adhered to, special concessions 
must be eliminated, and every 
broadcaster must recognize his re- 
sponsibility in maintaining the gen- 
eral business standards of the in- 
dustry by which he makes his 
living. 

Danger No. 5 is first cousin to 
Danger No. 4. It is the readiness 
of many stations to accept adver- 
tising which, for one reason or 
another, destroys public confidence 
or lessens public interest. The 
broadcaster, operating solely by 
virtue of a license from the people, 
has a public obligation far greater 
than that which applies to a news- 
paper. If he does not live up to 
this obligation, and purge his 
schedule of all commercial pro- 
grams or announcements which are 
offensive to reasonable people, he is 
going to find that the paternal 
hand of the government will be ap- 
plied to him, and it will not be a 
kindly pat on the head, either. 

COPYRIGHTS AND QUOTA 

THERE are plenty of other goblins 
lurking in dark corners, but they 
do not at present seem likely to 
assume the proportions of major 
perils. Last winter the broadcast- 
ers were narrowly saved from a 
catastrophe as the result of certain 
features of the Vestal copyright 
bill, and this danger is bound to 
re- appear in the 72d Congress. 

(Conti,uf(d on page 28) 
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W ABC Half -Wave Antenna Promising 
Advance in Transmission Technique Is Indicated; Cohan 
Optimistic After Full Month's Operation 

THE COLUM- 
BIA Broadcast- 
ing System's new 
vertical half - 
wave antenna has 
been doing full 
time work for 
Station WABC, 
its New York 
key, for more 
than a month, 

Edwin K. Cohan with results that 
already indicate a 

decided advance in broadcast trans- 
mission technique. 

Designed to suppress the high - 
angle sky wave and emphasize the 
punch -producing ground signal, 
this single tower radiator ties into 
WABC's new 50- kilowatt Western 
Electric transmitter- regarded in 
many quarters as the most modern 
plant in operation today. The en- 
tire station unit represents an out- 
lay of about $500,000. 

While much has been written 
about the theoretical advantages 
of half -wave antennas in reducing 
sky -wave distortion, the WABC 
operations hardly have progress- 
ed to the point where it is possible 
to say precisely what benefits are 
accomplished, according to Edwin 
K. Cohan, director of technical 
operations of CBS. 

"Any statement now as to what 
we have accomplished through use 
of the vertical half -wave antenna 
would be premature," said he. 
"The results to date, however, have 
far surpassed our expectations, and 
we feel that as we learn more 
about the characteristics of this 
new departure in radio engineer- 
ing, the results will be even bet- 
ter." 

Mr. Cohan, who personally su- 
pervised the installation and test- 
ing of the new plant, is confident 
that it will improve operating effi- 
ciency. Performance curves work- 
ed out in the laboratory, however, 
are not entirely consistent with the 
results thus far attained in actual 
operation. Mr. Cohan says he will 
be able to tell the full story of the 
new vertical radiator as soon as 
sufficient technical data, based on 
longer practical operating experi- 
ence, is at hand. 

Since September 8, WABC has 
been on the air with its new appa- 
ratus during regular program 

Porcelain Insulated Base with 
Swivel Socket 

665 -foot Mast of the New WABC 

hours. For the month immediately 
preceding, it tested the apparatus 
during early morning hours. 

ANTENNA COSTS $100,000 

TO DEVELOP and erect for 
WABC the sky -wave- suppressing 
antenna alone, CBS has expended 
more than $100,000. At hearings 
before the Commission CBS engi- 
neers testified that with the new 
antenna they hoped to render a 

more widespread service to a 
larger audience. This, they said, 
was on the theory that the sky - 
wave produced by the conventional 
type antenna is responsible to a 
large degree for fading, and is sub- 
ject to other elemental interfer- 
ences. By emphasizing the ground - 
wave and diminishing the sky sig- 
nal, it is believed that the depend- 
able service area of the particular 
station can be enlarged appreci- 
ably. 

lowering to a total height of 
665 feet, the vertical half -wave an- 
tenna is a lattice -work steel struc- 
ture with an overall weight of 
680,000 pounds. So far as is 
known, it is the tallest broadcast 
aerial in the world. The whole 
structure rests in a porcelain 
swivel socket, on a massive scale 
somewhat like that used for the 
ordinary desk fountain pen set. 

The tower was developed by 
CBS in collaboration with Bell 
Laboratories, and the Blaw -Knox 
International Corporation, steel 
craftsmen. It is 18 inches in di- 
ameter at the base, gradually in- 
creasing in diameter to 27 feet at 
the 280 -foot level, and then taper- 
ing off to a point at the 665 -foot 
extremity. 

The insulator was described by 
Mr. Cohan as a ball and socket ar- 
rangement to permit the tower to 
sway. Four stout fully- tensioned 
cables guy the structure. 

"FLOATING" STATION 

LOCATED in Wayne Township, 
near Passaic, N. J., the station is 
exactly 20 miles from Times 
Square, New York City. The prop- 
erty is 1,000 feet from the Pomp- 
ton River, which overflows its 
banks every Spring, and therein 
lies an engineering tale of woe. 

The transmitter building, like a 
popular brand of soap, actually 
floats, Mr. Cohan avers. The river 
bed usually is found at a depth of 
six feet below the surface of the 
soil. Moreover, a quicksand con- 
dition was encountered. To over- 
come this, the contractors ingeni- 
ously contrived the idea of a float- 
ing mat, upon which the structure 
rests. 

To cope with the periodic floods 
of the Pompton, the entire plant is 
watertight. Mr. Cohan explained 
that the river can overflow to the 
highest water mark recorded in the 
past fifty years without disrupting 
operations. The building is inside 
watertight housing, and the river 
can rise six feet without disturb- 
ing it. Similarly the power house 
substation and the antenna base 
are adequately protected. The on- 
ly redeeming feature of this pe- 
culiar topography, according to 
Mr. Cohan, is the known technical 
fact that water and moist soil help 
propagation of waves. 

Concerning the 50-kilo w a t t 
transmitter itself, Mr. Cohan said 
it is the last word in such appa- 
ratus. The speech imput equip- 
ment includes the new type West- 
ern Electric amplifiers. For "B" 
supply the transmitter uses mer- 
cury vapor rectified AC. The bare 
purchase cost of the equipment 

was $180,000. The power bill will 
run about $25,000 per year. 

A staff of 15, which includes ten 
operators, is maintained at the 
transmitter. The quarters are 
modern to the 'nth degree, with 
electricity doing the work from 
toaster to transmitter. 

Porter is Promoted 
to Spearman's Post 
EFFECTIVE Nov. 1, George B. 
Porter, of Des Moines, Ia., becomes 
an assistant general counsel of the 
Federal Radio Commission, suc- 
ceeding Paul D. P. Spearman, of 
Jackson, Miss., who resigned on 
Sept. 10 to become a partner in the 
Washington law firm of Littlepage, 
Littlepage and Spearman. 

Mr. Porter, the son of Commis- 
sioner Claud R. Porter of the 
Interstate Commerce Commision, 
only last February was appointed 
to the Commission's legal staff as 
a junior attorney. He came to the 
Commission from the I. C. C., 
where he served in its legal divi- 
sion. 

Thirty -one years of age, Mr. 
Porter was born in Centerville, Ia., 
and was educated in the grade and 
high schools of that town. After 
graduating from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa in 1923, he came 
to Washington and studied law at 
George Washington University 
Law School, and obtained his de- 
gree three years later. From 1923 
to 1927 he was employed by the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone 
Company in Washington, but he 
returned to Des Moines in 1929 to 
practice law. He was appointed 
to the I. C. C. during the same 
year, and held that position until 
he went to the Radio Commission 
eight months ago. 

Best Voice Over Radio 
To be Named this Month 
FROM the ranks of the broadcast 
announcers the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters this month 
will select the announcer it regards 
as having "the best voice on the 
air." The academy has designated 
the final week in October as Good 
Diction Week, announcing that the 
yearly competition for its diction 
medal would extend into that week 
and asking all station announcers 
to set forth their best efforts dur- 
ing that period. 

According to Hamlin Garland, 
the author, who is chairman of the 
Academy's diction committee, ob- 
servations are being taken of as 
many stations as possible. The 
academy does not intend to limit 
its choices to network announcers 
although the previous winners, 
Milton J. Cross and Alwyn W. 
Bach, are both NBC announcers. 

The award is made annually in 
the interest of improving diction on 
the air. The academy, a 25 -year- 
old institution interested in promot- 
ing high standards in arts and 
letters, also awards a gold medal 
annually for distinction in those 
fields. Its radio committee consists 
of Mr. Garland, Prof. George 
Pierce Baker, director of the Yale 
drama school; Dr. John H. Finley, 
associate editor of the New York 
Times; Prof. Irving Babbitt, of 
Harvard, and Augustus Thomas, 
the playwright. 
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