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BRITISH C.B. 27 F.M.

We are all now well into the scene of British 27 MHz F.M. but as
users or intended users of C.B. you are a Breaker and before
F.M. in Britain we had and still have A.M. users and their
common code of practice was to be all good buddies together.
Well, breakers F.M. or A.M. Do not let the good buddie die! Itis to
the benefit of all breakers we use C.B. correctly. | was in a
neighbours house having been able to supply a 27 F.M.
homebase for their handicapped 15 year old son who with his
eleven year old sister busily put the set into action and |
emphasise 15 and 11 years and what do they pick up in between
other young breakers. Bucket Mouths, a wind up or not,sex
party, and an A.M.er on highband arguing he had right to the
channel using lingo they hadn’t had time to learn.

Let’s take this stage by stage because itis not just C.B. itis a lot
more complex.

There are lots of youngsters now on C.B. helped by Father
Christmas and they must learn the correct practice as we as
C.B.ers with a little more experience must help them because
we once had to learn.

Bucket Mouths We Don’t Want You

There are two words for you .......... and the last is OFF the air
waves.

F.M.ers have, we believe accepted the British Standards and
paid their £10 licence so A.M. 68 highband why not just keep
away from F.M.ers and F.M.ers if you turn up your squeich you
should wipe out most of the interference. Help yourself by
helping others. How many on F.M. are using legal spec. twigs?

As far as lingo is concerned that is all part of C.B. but to
newcomers confusing unless helped. A ‘Handle’, your call sign,
is important by example my name is Peter, try calling me up
(3,000,000 Peters).

To all Breakers — Don’t let the Good
Buddie die let C.B. help you and others.

P. R. George
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To the Editor!

Dear Editor,

As a comparatwely new Breaker to the world of C.B. Radio, but one with a great
deal of medical experience, holding a responsible post within the services of patient
care, I feel some deep concern when reading the item of ‘Club News' published in the
November issue of Breaker On The Side, submitted by Jersey Bean of Wakefield on
the subject of Search and Rescue. (S&R)

I do respectfully request therefore that you will consider publishing my comments
on this matter as constructive criticism and words of wisdom gained from many years
involvement in the lCommumty and hospital patient care.

To say that Jersey Bean's suggested procedure of S&R presents a very dangerous
section, would be mild to say the least. I refer to his second policy of organisation.

The National Health and Social Services throughout this country provides all the
necessary provisions in respect of any form of Rescue, First Aid, or Medical treatment.
To add to, what is always a difficult situation i.e. road traffic accidents, drowning or
fires etc., which involves professionally trained medical experts, professionally trained
control personnel such as the police and fire services - with a group of enthusiastic
untrained, unqualified and inexperienced C.B. Breakers answering an 10.33 call, would
be total madness, becoming more of an hinderance than helpful.

With regard to the comments of providing an effective team of trained volunteers
I would be most interested to know, where, and by whom, are these volunteers to be
trained? And in who's time and at who’s expense? Recogmsed and accepted training in
these subject matters can only come from recognised and accepted training schools,
none of which are short term or free of charge.

It should be pointed out, perhaps, that any unqualified person found to be
attempting any form of profemonal duties to any form of emergency could well find
that they are breaking the law. The event of which can only reflect adversley on all
C.B. users. We have at long last achieved getting the Government to listen to our
wishes and further improved achievements must be forthcoming, but not so I fear if
we accept search and rescue as is out-lined by Jersey Bean of Wakefield.

To offer .constructive|criticism without any alternatives would be unjust, may I
therefore, offer the following suggestions to all C.B. Breakers who are interested in
using their C.B. radios as a helpful service to the community.

1. Call yourselves ‘'C.B. Searchers’ and forget about the rescue.
2. Devote your efforts and good will to search parties only.
3. Offer your services (by means of communication) to the elderly and the disabled.

4. Offer your help to the Police, Fire and Ambulance Services but do not take upon
yourselves the responsibilities of the professionals.

There is a future in this country for the use of C.B. radios as a service to the
Community and personal pleasure. We must not ruin this ideal by allowing some
individual members to make decisions that may well have adverse affect on our pleasure,

The most positive method in dealing with a 10.33 is to inform the proper authority
first, then offer out help, if this is accepted then we are covered, if not then we should
leave well alone. To go beyond this without proper or legal cover, will surely lead to
confusion and discontent throughout our national membership, resulting in (a) Lack
of support. (b) Disregard of the CB rules. (c) Constant public complaints. (d) No
further consideration from the Government.

King Billy.
- Works 20. Rotherham.

Q! 0
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H.M. CUSTOMS AND
EXCISE REPLYS......

SEVERAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE LAW
AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING CB RADIO OWNERS.

1. CB radios seized by Customs and Excise either in the past or, save
in very exceptional circumstances, in the future, as being in con-
travention of the import prohibition will not be returned for
conversion.

2. The Home Office announced that CB radios operating on 27 MHz/FM
or 934 MHz/FM and conforming with their published specifications
(Home Office Specification MPT 1320) may be used from 2nd
November 1981 provided the appropriate licence has been obtained.
The importation, manufacture or use of CB radios operating on
27 MHz/AM will continue to be prohibited.

Providing the procedures set out in (a) to (e) below are followed,
Customs and Excise will take no action regarding AM radios which
have been illegally imported and will free the sets from liability to
Seizure. The procedures relate to conversion of the sets to operate
on legal frequencies only and the arrangement have been devised to
enable privately owned .sets to be converted; they do not apply to
commercial quantities which have evaded import controls. Although
the primary intention is to enable specialist converters to convert sets
on behalf of their owners the arrangement is also available to indivi-
duals who have the technical ability to convert their own sets.

The procedures referred to above are as follows:—

(a) The owner of the set will complete an application in duplicate
giving details of his name, address and particulars of the set
(including serial number, if any) with a request for the con-
verter to pay £5.00 to Customs to cover the import charges.

(b) The converter will send both copies of the application form to
HM Customs and Excise with a cheque to cover the sets
converted.
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(c) Customs and Excise will return the original of the forms,
officially stamped, to the owner of the set. Receipt of the
converter’s remittance will be acknowledged to him.

(d) The converter will be able to keep illegal sets in the course of
conversion on his premises, provided he has an application form
for each one if he is doing it for business, without interference
from Customs and Excise.

(e) Converters must keep adequate records and these must be made
available for inspection, if required. If they are registered for
VAT (or liable to become so) they must account for output
VAT on their charge for each conversion.

Compliance with the legal Home Office specification referred to
above requires that a mark should be stamped or engraved on the
front panel of the equipment, eg: —

CB or CB 12mm (min) diameter.
27/81 934/81

Characters not less than 2mm.

You enquired the position of a CB radio meeting Government
specifications, used in conjunction with a CB set operating on
different frequencies using AM/SSB but both contained within the
same case and isolated from each other by a separate switch. This is
illegal even though the case is stamped CB 27/81 and was bought
with VAT and Import Duty paid. The case should not have been
stamped if it included a CB set operating on AM and therefore the
stamping and duty payment have been accepted on the incorrect
assumption that the entire contents are legal. Obviously they are not
if an AM set is included. The rig is therefore liable to seizure if it is as
you described. To legalise it, the AM set should be removed from the

case —of course the AM set would remain illegal unless it is converted
to FM. @
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C.B. Search and Rescue
. . .Is it being organised correctly?

Editors comment: The following article is the personal opinion of the
writer, and is not the view of any of the editorial staff at B.O.T.S.

Not so long ago | wrote an article concerning C.B. Search & Rescue U.K. an
organisation of volunteers based in Barnsley. At that time | was deeply involved with
the organisation, because it was my strong belief that it was a good thing for C.B. to
have such an organisation, but not anymore, | am still of the opinion that C.B. needs
a lot more going for it to try to redeem some of the bad publicity, but this particular
group is not what is required. | still strongly believe in the original policies and
principles of the idea, but due to the fact of the present state of this particular group,
these principles seem to have been forgotten. The main reason appears to be, that
some of the founder members are power crazy and jealous, so much so, that four of
the original eight founder members have broke away and formed their own groups, at
the present time the C.B. Search & Rescue group in Barnsley is being run by
inexperienced and incompetant operators, who have not had the actual experiences of
being out during an all night search, they have no idea of procedure or discipline
required to co-ordinate an intensive search. In most cases they do not observe any
requests for the Police and official bodies. It is a definite fact that one of their field
co-ordinators has a record of stupid motoring offences a mile long, even now he
disregardes the law and is driving around without road tax, insurance, MOT cert or
even a licence to drive, and the organisers of the group are in full knowledge of this
fact (the same person even syphons petrol from parked cars to keep his own car
running!!!) Is this the way to run a responsible organisation. Are we to entrust the
lives of missing persons to the people like this? Surely not.

In my own opinion, | would rather have such an organisation of amateurs made
to disband and leave the serious work to the people who can do the job in an honest,
legal and professional manner, but when genuine help is offered, this amateur group
refuse to even acknowledge it, let alone accept it, and god knows they certainly need
someone who can do the job, because they have nobody at all that has the experience
or expertise in the field, and some day because of all this, somebody’s life will be lost,
and who will be to blame?

I myself will have a clear conscious, because | no longer associate with this group,
but | shall still be sick at heart because | know that with a little bit of assistance
perhaps that persons life just might have been saved, at least the chance would have
been a little better.

I do not speak for myself on this, | think | can speak for many who have had a
missing child, | know if | had someone go missing | would be very carefull about who
| could trust to search for them. It is easy to give a report to the press about a fluke
successful search, but how does it feel when you have to face a child’s parents after
18 to 20 hours search and say, “Sorry we found nothing”, this is something to think
about, very seriously indeed.
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What | would like to say is C.B. S & R in Barnsley, forget your own ends, get
your priorities right, forget your pctty mindedness and your fight to be top dog.
Accept the help of expericnced personnel when it is offered to you, and get back to
the expert team you were when you were first set up. The public dcserve the best
service possible, and people who will give this unselfishly without bickering and back
stabbing, for a little glory. Who do you think you are to try to deprive the Community
of the services of more experienced pcople than yourselves? Wise up or PACK UP! we
can do without people like you in CB.

Take a leaf out of the book of some of the people you condemn and try to come
something ncar to the standard they have achieved by sheer Guts and hard Graft,
and a little Trust. Stop listening to malicious gossip and tittle tattle, and be cxtremely
careful who you use as Rescue Members: Better still, wind up your group and it will
come cventually anyway, because of your incompetence.

Any other group in it’s own mind will not be influenced into joining your EGO
TRIP.

For my part | will stick with a group now formed, which by the way, can teach
the operators what Rescue is all about, and arc not only enthusiastic by tackling the
job in an extremely professional manner, They do not dash around like maniacs to
disappear up their own tailpipes. They have a sct procedure and they stick to it. Thesc
people’s services will be called on long after your lot has been forgotten, such is their
professionalism and expertise.

You have grown too big for your own good, and none of you can handle the
situation: Should anybody ask a legitimate question you accuse them of running
down S&R and like overgrown children you tell them to leave the mceting!! Even
though they may have travelled a considerable distance. This shows your immaturity,
because you cannot stand critism, not even constructive critism.

During my enquiries | have found out that a lot of your information you issue
to your members is false, e.g. No licence has been applicd for, let alone issued by the
G.P.O. or the Home Office, to cover your operations. None of the Funds which you
claim to have is being used to recompense the people who run their cars for you.
Maybe a select one or two may, but such are the characters, they would not say so if
they were,

To give an example of the stupidity and selfishness of the Search and Rescue
organisations, even when the Police think it nccessary to call in as many people as
possible. S&R controllers deliberately passed out false information to keep another
Rescue team running around in circles. This situation made a farce of the whole
opperation, the team that was fobbed off was fully prepared to work wherever the
police wanted them and under their orders.

The sad part about all this is the fact that a 64yr old invalid man was missing from
home, and had been missing for 4 days when the Police required more assistance,
Barnsley CB S&R,deliberatley withheld vitalinformation and misled more experienced
help. This was a childish and totally irresponsible way to run a search, 15 mobiles
were directed to areas under the belief the police were at that location, but no police
were present at any of the locations. The Barnsley people had these vehicles running
around for nothing, wasting time and petrol.

Such people should not be condoned by any serious minded organisations,and
they should certainly be told so by the authorities, because of such incompetant
amateurs some day someone may die. @

Mr. Wm. M. Haller. 146 Station Road, Wombwell, Nr. Barnsley, South Yorks,
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BOTS. Talks with...
SHELLPOST .

- the electronic source

Our Editor came face to face with this wholesale company and found
it very different to others in the trade. One area is their M-Director who is
qualified in physiology and is involved in the day-to-day running of a
professional operation with clear objectives seeing C.B. as an extention
to in-car entertainment and who agrees the policy to support the indep-
endant sectors of the trade.

Shellpost Ltd. was created specifically to handle the growing CB
market in this country. The company was formed with the backing of a
merchant bank, Grandhaven Ltd. The Shellpost board of directors consists
of John H. Gee, Chairman and Financial Director, John C. Nuttall, Man-
aging Director and Keith Johnson, Sales and Marketing Director.

Initially Shellpost acted as Northern Wholesale agent for Mura
Electronics but rapidly realised that direct importation of goods from
America was the next step. An office was established in Dallas, Texas, a
city which is the centre of consumer electronics in the U.S.A. This
enabled Shellpost to obtain direct supplies from the biggest CB market in
the world.

In the early part of this year after having sold many thousands of
CB antennas it was realised that the best quality CB antenna range on the
market was HMP antennas which at that time had no sole distributor in
England. Therefore in February Keith Johnson and John Nuttall set off
for the HMP headquarters in Denmark with the intention of obtaining
the HMP distributorships for this country. After presenting their market-
ing plan for a dealer network for HMP throughout England they returned
home with a deal to distribute HMP for the U.K.

COMMUNICATION COMMUNICATION
ANTENNAS : . © N HER

)] SHELLPOST [fin)
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C.B. DEALERS

ALTRINCHAM: Glenbond (Videotel) Ltd., CHESTER: Base 20 Limited,

Altrincham C.B. Centre, 25 Stamford Street, 28 Christleton Road, Chester.

Altrincham, Cheshire. WA14 1EX. Tel: 061-341 3057 Tel: Chester 314661.

AMLWCH: Good Buddy C.B. Accessories, CHORLTON: "“Candystore” C.B. Accessories,
30 Mona St., Amlwch, Anglesey.. 437 Barlow Moor Road, Chorlton, Manchester.
Tel: Amiwch (0407) 831634 Tel: 061-881 3876.

ANGLESEY: Central C.B. Centre, Bryngwran, COVENTRY: Twigs ‘N’ Rigs, 4 Caludon Road,
Anglesey. Tel: Gwalchmai 720584. Coventry. Tgl: 0203 458635

ATHERTON: C.B. Supplies (Atherton) Also at: Twigs ‘N’ Rigs, .165 Albany Road,
113A Market Street, Atherton, Earlsdon, Coventry. Tel: 0203 714316

Nr. Leigh. Tel: Atherton 873827. DENTON: Mike's Stores,

78 Manchester Road, Denton, Manchester.

BANGOR: Bryn Gwilym Supplies, M34 3LE. Tel: 061-320 7338.

Imports & Sales, Bryn Gwilym, Glasinfryn,

Bangor, Gwynedd. Tel: 0248 55241. DoEuTOI\L: Pault;x E(I’ethéonics (ls\/lﬁde?\ Centre),
BARNSLEY: Telecom, 6 New St, Barnsley. 50 Manchester Road, Denton. Manchester.
. : M34 3LE. Tel: 061-320 8385.
Tel: 0226 5031.
BARROW: Barrow C.B. Centre, 155 Rawlinson St., DERBY: The Derby C.B. Accessories Cenire.
Barrow-in-Fumness. -73Farm Street, Derby.
Tel: 0229 30748. Tel: 0332 44461 (Open Sunday 10— 2 pm)
. : DONCASTER: Contact Electrical,
evaoRD' John Woolfe Racing Ltd.. 70 High St., Bentley, Doncaster. S. Yorks.
oolfe House, Norse Road, Bedford. Tel: 0302 872251 (Sunday 10— 2 pm)
Tel: 0234 41441. el: unday P -
POOL: ELLESMERE PORT: Wirral Discount Supplies,
g:I;.;\ 8i'<(:ksonLF'igg.%laBéig'é%?°L Whitby Road, Ellesmere Port, Wirral.
Tel: 0253 21296/21173. :el: 05;-;;5 15-:‘05 ac|JSO at C;ester 26197,
CKPOOL: EYW : Shop On The Side,
BLA L: C.B. Spares, Marton Motorspares. 29 Bridge Street, Heywood, Greater Manchester.
110 Marton Road, Blackpoo!. Tel: Heywood 624388
Tel: 0253 48947. (open 7 days). - ey
BOLTON: C.B. Electrical Services. HITCHIN: Breaker 19,

63 Derby Street, Bolton.

Tel: 392027. (Open 7 days) Tel: Hitchin 57826 (Valour Accessories)

If you would like a mention in this column, contact our Manchester Office
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KEIGHLEY: Breakers Yard,
22 High Street, Keighley, West Yorks.
Tel: 0535 67206

LEICESTER: Good Buddies C.B.Shop. 186Jarrom St..

Leicester. Tel: Leicester 540641

LEIGH: Lancashire C.B. Centre.
Rothay Street, Leigh, Lancashire.
Tel: (0942) 670636

LEYLAND: Malcom's Car Parts,
25 Preston Road, Leyland.
Tel: Leyland 22129.

LIVERPOOL: C.B. & Radio Accessories,
121, Breck Road, Anfield, Liverpool 6.
Tel: 051-260 0141 also at 108 Penny Lane.
Liverpool 18.
MACCLESFELD: C. J. Robbins,
167 Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
Tel: 0625 25353 (Valour Accessories)
MACCLESHAELD: Macclesfield CB Centre,
55a Chestergate, Macclesfield,
Cheshire. Tel: 0625 614264
'MANCHESTER: J. B. David, 48 Bury New Road,
Stangeways, Manchester, Wholesale Distribution.
Tel: 061-833 9407
MANCHESTER: Centre Base One,
433 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester.
M20 9AP. Tel: 661-445 8918
MOSTON: The C.B. Shop. 43 Kenyon Lane, Moston,
Manchester. (Open 7 days)
OLDHAM: ABC Electronics (O/M) Ltd.,
83 Lees Road, Oldham. OL4 1JW,
Alan and Geoff. Tel: 061-624 8812.

C.B. DEALERS

OLDHAM: M & H CB Centre,
99 Greenacres Road, Oldham.
Tel: 061-620 4006

OLDHAM: KCB Electronics
641 Hollins Road. Otdham . Tel 061-681 6972

ORPINGTON: Keni1 Open Channel,
58 High Street, Green Street Green,
Nr. Orpington, Kent Tel: 0689 58737.

REDDISH: Reddish Sparés, B.L.M.C. Specialist
8 Rupert Street, Reddish Stockport.
Tel: 061-432 0848

RHYL: Base 20 Limited, 11 Abbey Street,
Rhyl, Clwyd. Tel: Rhyl 36413.

ROCHDALE: Cockney's Cabin,
14 Oldham Road. Rochdale.
Tel: Rochdale 354125,

-ROCHDALE: Milnrow C.B. Centre,

112/114 Newhey Road, Milnrow, Rochdale.
Tel: Rochdale 355708.

RUGBY: Twigs ‘N’ Rigs C.B. Supermarket,
Bowen Road, (off Hamilton Road), Rugby.

Tel: Rugby 73842,

SALFORD: Neo-Vision, 247 Bolton Road,
Irlams O'Th'Height, Salford 6.

Tel: 061-736 5291.

SOUTHPORT: C.B. Centre, 218 Liverpool Road.,
Southport. Tel: 68722 (Big 4 on that!)

STOCKPORT: Stockport C.B. Centre,
14 Buxton Road, Heavily, Stockport.
Tel: 061-477 6483

BREAKER ON THE SIDE

13







LISTEN 7O THIC WIND-LUP

TVE JUCT BOUUT THIR
ANTACTE e 7oy
XLyAT'll/orlf v

BREAKER BREAK (N-Wb.)

682 Oldham Road (A62)
Failsworth Tel: 061 688 5598
Opening times: Mon., Tue., Thurs., Fri., 10am-7pm
| also Saturday 10am-6pm,

LEGAL F.M. RIGS AVAILABLE.
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AM/FM — AC/DC
who cares!

WELL, it’s here at last! November 2nd saw the start of the first legal C.B.
system in Britain, there was great rejoicing and three days after it's intro-
duction it was celebrated by hundreds of firework displays and bonfires
(or I think that’s what they were for). The speculation is over, Breakers
can see and hear for themselves whether F.M. is better than A.M. or vice
versa.
| was able to obtain my legal F.M. rig a week before L-day, fortun-
ately, as | wanted to test the system for myself in time for this article. The
first place | went to buy a rig from was Dixons . . . yes that’s right, the
camera shop, it’s amazing isn’t it, the number of shops that have jumped
on the C.B. band wagon, pretty soon every shop will sell C.B.'s from
greengrocers to petrol stations although the latter would have to be
careful when demonstrating the rigs with all that petrol vapour around or
else the C.B. boom could be bigger than they think. The rigs that Dixons
were selling and called the Harrier had prices ranging from £70 to £100. |
closely examined the rig in the shop and feeling a bit mischievious asked
the assistant where the film went. To my surprise the assistant took me
seriously and after a few seconds thought he replied: “Well. . . er... I'm
not too sure but it will tell you in the instruction book”. Feeling a little
disgusted and also have an overwhelming desire to burst out laughing, |
quickly left the shop and decided to see if | could now destroy the Wool-
worths assistant, in case you didn't know, Woolies have also expressed
their intention to sell C.B. equipment. After entering the store | strode
over to the electrical section and asked the assistant (a woman) where |
could find the C.B.’s, after a few moments pondering on whether | was
asking for cloth bags, cardboard boxes or chip butties she directed me
to another part of the store which turned out to be the perfume counter, |
can only surmise that the reason for this was that she thought | had a
speech impediment and was asking for a variety of perfume called ‘Sea
Breeze’. By this time | was feeling even more disgusted and my sense of
humour was begging for mercy. | thus decided to give us and go to a
proper C.B. shop to purchase my rig.
»
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It did not take long to find a real C.B. shop with rigs in stock and |
bought a rig called L.C.L., . . . . . never heard of them? Well most of the
rigs knocking about at the moment bear brand names no ones heard of
and those you have heard of have insides made by someone else no ones
heard of, confusing isn’t it? Anyway as L.C.L. was the only make they
had in at the time and | was pleased with its appearance and construction
| bought it and like nearly everyone else that bought F.M. rigs before Nov-
ember 2nd set it up straight away without waiting for legalisation, | had
been patient long enough.

| decided to resolve the old F.M. versus A.M. dispute for myself and so
set up the new rig next to my old faithful A.M. rig (a President AR7) with
an antenna switch so that direct comparisons could be made. On switching
on the F.M. rig, one rather undersirable effect was immediately noticed,
the dreaded sunspots were doing their worst and on several channels there
was heavy bleed over from DXers using sideband rigs, the only consolation
was that when switching over the A.M. rig this type of interference was
twice as bad and on every channel (including channel 9). Satisfied now
that the skip problems although still apparent were less annoying on F.M.
than on A.M. | promply dispatched the A.R.7 to the dustbin as | vowed |
would once a better system was available.

So, now for the acid test, what about the range? That question was
answered a few hours later when while mobile | copied loud and clear a
breaker called Smoke Stock near Saddleworth from my location in
Urmston (Manchester) a distance of no less than 17 miles as the sober
crow flies and using a legal twig (a K40). Smoke Stock was using, guess
what? . . .. a Harrier from Dixons and with only a standard 55mm lens!

Of course as the band gets more crowded the maximum ranges will
decrease, as with any system, but comparing my tests with similar tests on
A.M. | made 18 months ago, when that band too was relatively quiet, |
can honestly say that F.M. is much better than | expected and at least as
good as the illegal A.M. system. Despite what you read on coffins, F.M. is
certainly not guilty for killing C.B., it’s still alive and kicking. On a final
note | must say that | was pleasantly surprised at the lack of too much
stupid American Lingo on F.M. Every one | copied were polite and used
mainly plain English, exchanging first names as well as handles. Let’s hope
the F.M. band does not degenerate into the lingo laden mess that A.M.
did. Remember C.B. should be treated as an important tool of every day
life and not as a toy.H
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THE SHAPE OF

As-you all know the Rules and Regulations for LEGAL C.B. are still being
finalised at Waterloo Bridge House. Diligent searching through waste bins
of confidential files found outside the place by our research team has
enabled us to being you the following extract:—

DRAFT LICENCE EXAMINATION PAPER FOR
C.B. RADIO OPERATORS.

(C.B. “O” LEVEL)

Notes to Candidates:

All 1300 questions must be answered correctly. Each question has four
possible answers, but only one is correct and candidates are to mark only
one answer (in pencil). Persons marking all four answers may receive a
UHF (924 mHz) licence only. The paper must be completed in one hour.
The use of Walkie Talkies or Microprocessors is not permitted unless you
are a POST OFFICE employee.

SECTION A (Regulations)

Q.1. The maximum power output permitted on the 27mHz band is:—
0.016 candlepower

0.4 watts

4 megawatts

a0 o

nil, except on Ash Fridays in December.

Q.2. The permitted modulation system is.—
a. non-stationary channelisation mode
b. infrasound
c. elliptic wave distortion
d. atwo minute telephone call.

Q.3. A CB contact may last for:—

a. 2% minutes in any period of 24 hours

b. S hours without listening to see if the channel is busy
c. 5daysin Superleap Years
d.

as long as you like between 9 a.m. and | p.m., provided you use
the telephone.
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THINGS TO COME

Q.4. The only permitted aerial system is:—
) a. 5 element yagi beam at 18 metres above ground
b. a terminated tilted rhombic
c. aDV27in a cast iron drainpipe
d. wet string at minus 30cm. relative to road level (at the kerb).
(Editor: we will omit the remaining easy questions in this Section)

SECTION B (Operating procedures)
0.46. On switching on, with the channel selector on a channel selected
entirely at random, you must.—

a. shout “hello radio’ at least ten times before listening

b. make sure the channel is occupied before calling CQ DX for two
minutes

c. call QSK until everyone goes away
d. switch off and use the telephone

Q.48. The channel you wish to use is busy with a traffic emergency.
Several people are dead and others are bleeding all over the place. You
should:—

a. politely request all parties to XXXX off your channel at once
b. call CQ DX to let them know you want to help

c. complain to your MP.

d. use the telephone instead.

0.49. All forty channels are busy you should:—
go to 934 mHz and make toast

b. clear a few channels by using a large amplifier and a K40
microphone

c. pick the busiest channel and shout ‘“hello radio’’ until it is clear.

i

BREAKER ON THE SIDE 27

use the telephone instead.



THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME contd.

Q.50. All channels are full of Italian (illegal) operators using A.M., S.S.B.
and F.M., some of them using all three modes at once, you should:—

a. learn the Italian for QSK
b. switch to Morse code

c. report the problem to the Home Office in quintruplicate on
form 985A/B17439Z, enclosing your right arm as down-
payment for an official enquiry

d. apply to have a telephone installed (some downpayment, plus
one leg)

(Editor: once again we omit the easy questions)

SECTION C (Miscellaneous)
0.88. A uniformed police officer reports that you are interfering with air
traffic control, you must:—

a. increase power to one kilowatt

b. switch on a power microphone

c. ask for a QSL card from flight BA9610

d. apply to have a second telephone installed.

Q.193. Your neighbours have severe interference wiping out TV, radio
and hi-fi, you should:—

a. install a megawatt amplifier

b. pretend to be out

c. blame an illegal CB operator up the road
d. use the telephone.

Q.194. The purpose of CB radio is:—
a. to enable the Government to pay for Trident missiles
b. to provide employment for civil servants
c. to help people help one another
d. to promote the use of the telephone.

The marking schedule for the paper is pretty simple. Anyone answering
“d” to each question will get a Research and Development Licence for
27mHz, on payment of the statutory fee accompanied by proof of owner-
ship of a telephone . . ........... m
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DXing.....wE

An amazing thing happened to me a couple of months ago, travelling northbound
on the M1. There | was, chatting away to a fella on 25 Alpha Mike, when all of a
sudden | heard this “C Q D X, C Q D X, the station November Alpha in Athens Greece
calling on this frequency and standing by”. | thought to myself hello, it’s a plank
playing silly buggers. So | carried on talking to this other fella, ignoring what | thought
was going to be another wind up, but this voice became persistant and so | eventually
decided to go back to him. | acknowleged his call sign and gave him mine and
informed him my Q.T.H. was Newport Pagnall and mobile.

I then sat back and waited for the words “Wind up, Wind up”, as the last thing
| expected to do at 5.30am was D.X to Greece with a straight 40 rig and a D.V 27.
When this voice came back full of excitement, “My friend in England my name is
John, I'am sitting in my car near the Acropolis in Athens”. Now it was my turn to get
excited. ‘“You mean to tell me your really in Greece while I’'m mobile"’.

I then explained to him | was on my way to watch football in Manchester (up the
reds) and because of this unique copy agreed to exchange co-ordinations for a Q.S.L.
After saying chow and all that jazz, | then copied a few guys who had heard my Q.S.0
Now for the end of this little story. Thanks to all those breakers who sent me a Q.S.L
card from Slough, Norwich, London and Newport Pagnall, but to John in Greece, if
you get B.O.T.S over there please confirm our Q.S.0 as you the only one who has’nt.
In other words my friend “We Q.S.L you Q.S.L.

If anybody reading this has a similar story or another interesting D.Xing tale you
wish to share with others, please let me know and | will see about getting it printed.

To the letters this month. Thanks to the Water Rat from Chelmsford for the
question, “Can you D.X on FM?"* The answer to that is quite simple No. Unfortun-
ately Mr Whitelaw forgot all us Side Banders and the only bit of D.Xing you will be
able to do on the legal sets will roughly Grays on a good day.

The only way you can legally D.X is to take the Ham Licence and morse test thus
enabling you to talk to stations around the world without getting busted.

Another, this time from Wales was ‘“What sort of Home Base microphone would
I recommend?’’. Well, for me personally, there are only two. They are the K40 Speech
Processor or the Astatic D104 Home Base mike shaped similar to the old BBC Radio
microphones. The K40 is a hand held and apart from being a mobile microphone as
well, it is very lightweight and does not need a battery for the compressor circuit,
and the built in magnet means it can be stored anywhere, on any metal surface.

As for the D104 the quality of the voice is what | consider to be second to none,
a power microphone with a built in transistorised amplifier with an output impedence
suitable for almost any rig and a frequency response that fives near perfect, a 216-9
volt battery is used and with normal usage will last about 6 months. The original type
costs around £45, however American Electronics have produced a replica which is just
as equal for it’s performance. The cost is around £30 or less. No doubt | will hear from
the Turner fans.
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