























pub called the Harbour Lights every other
Tuesday at 8pm.

Recently we held a Mass Eyeballon the
sea front at Whitstable with a raffle, stalls,
food etc. About 700 breakers came from
all over Kent and Essex. The eyeball was
meant to start at 5.30pm, but breakers
beganto arrive in Whitstable before 11am
to do a bit of sightseeing.

The Essex breakers, after an enjoyable
evening, left for their coach at about
11pm. As | mentioned, we hold our
meets every other Tuesday evening, and
amongst these activities we hold bingo
nights, video films, discos and have a
good chat. We also arrange outings —
last year we went to Windsor Safari Park,
and a trip coming up is to Thorpe Park.
This Saturday some members are going
on a sponsored walk in aid of Save and
Whale, from Whistable Harbour to Herne
Bay and back again; 10 miles.

More information about our club is
available from Barefoot Boy, Oyster
Social Club, P.O. Box 18, Whitstable,
Kent.

CHESTFIELD
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WHEREVER YOU MAY BE . ..

At long last, the ‘''Lazy Racer’ has
decided to put pen to paper and compli-
ment On The Side.

I have for five years been operational on
the 11 metre band and have seen many
CB magazines come and go in this time.
On The Side | find both interesting and
informative and | would certainly recom-
mend a copy to any breaker who has not
read one yet. Long may On The Side con-
tinue to please both myself, and | am
sure, many other breakers.

I am the President of a new DX group
which my friends and | are forming. The
group will be ready to accept member-
ship applications by the time the Sep-
tember issue hits the newsagents. We
will be known as: “The Tartan Pirate DX
Group” and we will monitor 27.5635MHz
USB.

Anyone interested and seeking further
information should write enclosing an
SAE to either myself 1TPO1, or Kevin
1TPO2 at the address below. As a special
item for our members, we intend to com-
pile a directory of DX clubs/groups
around the UK, complete with postal
addresses and monitor frequencies
where applicable.

The basis behind this idea is that no
matter what area of the country you are
in, you should, by consulting the direc-
tory, be able to contact the DX club/group
in that area. With this in view, | would be
very pleased to hear from clubs and
groups throughout the country.

Sorry if this letter appears a bit long, but
it really only covers the basics of what |
would like to write. | hope you can find
space for it in the September issue.

| particularly liked the article on the
SL250DX solid state linear amplifier, and
if you could come up with a circuit diag-
ram | would very much appreciate a
photo-copy of same, as | have been using
one for three years now.

Keep up the great work with the mag.
73s and 51s.

Bruce 1TP01 (Lazy Racer),
c/o 8 Wood Park, Lesmahagow,
Strathclyde, Scotland.
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(FCC) standards; in other words, these
rigs are of United States specification —
five watts AM, and 12 watts PEP SSB.
Mr. Seefeld had said at the meeting that
there were only “‘several million” so
Campagnoli was obviously anxious to get
the records straight!

Seefeld also said that CB had
developed primarily in the US, where it
was used by truck drivers. Campagnoli’s
answer is that this is not correct; there
are two million licensed CBers in America
(1976 figures) but only a minority were
truck drivers. 220MHz was used right
from the beginning, but “very few"" lorry
drivers used this particular frequency.

Campagnoli added that CB in the USA
can be used for personal and business
purposes. On the subject of interference,
which, he says, has been used as a
weapon to keep CB under control, Enrico
says that interference can also be caused
by all other radio users. It was CEPT, for
example, that fixed the “interference
capacity’’ of CB sets and this happened to
be "'many thousand times less’ that the
usual radio amateur’s equipment.

On a technical note, Seefeld claimed
that the term ‘‘citizens’ band'’ meant ““the
range of frequencies between 26.9 and
27.2MHz on the 11 metre short wave
band. CB sets are transceivers that use
these frequencies."’

Campagnoli argues that CB isn'ta band
of frequencies. "It's a way to use a radio.
CB in America was born using 220MHz,
but now mainly 27MHz is used. Different
countries use different frequencies.”

On the subject of the 900MHz band,
Enrico says that it would be a useful band

in the US and in Europe. Uses of these
communications frequencies would
allow good long distance links in highly
populated areas. The only problem, he
comments, is that it is not yet clear
whether these ultra high frequencies are
dangerous to the health.

Coming back to interference capacity,
he says that it is possible to do this by
reducing the overall power, but if the
power was reduced from five watts to
say, one watt, the power decrease would
be out of proportion. On the other hand, if
we applied an external filter, we could cut
down the interference (with a minimum
decrease in power) by an extremely large
amount. Also, if we use this latter sys-
tem, it doesn’t decrease the distance you
can work.

Antennas didn't escape the Campag-
noli commentary; the height of the
antenna is very important, he says,
because it could allow communications
over longer distances. "It is not always
true that a beam antenna increases inter-
ference, but Europe outlaws the use of
directional antennas which can mean the
difference between getting through from
one country to another, or not.

The Sub Working Group R22 of CEPT
had already prepared the draft of a new
recommendation, which proposed a
power of four watts FM. Basically this
means a similar distance of communica-
tion that would be allowed with AM and
seven watts. And in a built up area, this
would mean, approximately about six or
seven hundred metres.

Campagnoli put CEPT in the picture for
many people. CEPT, he says, is a techni-

For the BEST C.B. products at the BEST prices
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Telephone 061445 8918
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cal structure, not a political one. And it
was a political decision that y/as needed
on CB. If we understand hig’broken Engl-
ish correctly, he adds that the majority of
CEPT members were not members of
the European community, and in this case
they might have little to gain by manipulat-
ing the regulations in Europe.

Enrico Campagnoli answered
Seefeld’s final comment that any Euro-
pean Community regulations should be
drawn up on the basis of recommenda-
tions by CEPT. Enrico’s answer was that
the European rules did not have to be
made on this basis. There were other
methods, he said, although he agreed
that the European Commission should
formulate as soon as possible, a proposal
“for harmonising Member States’
national legislation to satisfy the concerns
of CB users, and at the same time to
reduce the nuisance caused by such sets
to a minimum."’

On ECBP headed paper, the following
statement has been put forward, and
signed by many prominent delegates to
the ECBF Congress in April this year:

“The ECBF Congress totally rejects
the (CEPT) proposal made in that the
text is completely against the princi-
ples which are in Article 10 of the
Human Rights Charter 1948, on which
UNO assembly decided to designate
this year as World Communications
Year.

“The European Parliament is mak-
ing a mistake by considering this
(CEPT) proposal, as it does not repres-
ent the wishes of more than 20 million
existing CB users.

“Our technical proposals afford gre-
ater protection for TV and broadcast
users, and also allows for the rights of
freedom of speech. On behalf of CB
users, the ECBF invites-the members
of the European Parliament to mark
the World Communications Year by
taking the necessary steps to prepare
a common technical basis for CB users
according to Articles 30 and 36 of the
Treaty of Rome.

“The ECBF willissue the complete
text of this document on May 15th
using any means at their disposal, and
CB users are invited to follow their
example.”
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CB ACCESSORIES

All Tectel equipment is built and designed by CB users for CB users.

Price list 1st August (includes V.A.T.)

Broadband Filter ...t £12.00
Microphone Preamp with RogerBleep ..................... £11.50
Direction Finder ............ .. ... . . . . . .0 .. £20.00
Echochamber ........ ... .. i
CrowBar .................. [ £6.00
................................................... £12.50
Y £4.00
MBF 450A . £16.00

MRF475 ... ... ..............

Send cheque or P.O. to:

(payable to Tectel Wrekin DC)
Halesfield 14, Telford,
Shropshire TF7 4QR
TECTEL (0952) 581738
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housebound, elderly or disabled Breakers, and how CB has helped an awful lot of very
lonely people? Shall | guess, or would that be too easy?

On the other hand . . .

The anonymity of Radio does lend itself to the malicious use of people who are
warped, nasty or just plain thick, and the childish behaviour of some of these Wallies and
Bucketmouths is enough to put anyone off at times.

Personally, | find the best way to get rid of these idiots is to treat them with a sort of
placid disdain. After one particularly vehement outburst | asked the perpetrator if he used
CB as a substitute for an inadequate sex life and invited him to discuss his problems with
me whilst the rest of the network moved up a channel. After his very worst efforts had
been met with the vocal equivalent of a smile and his inadequate vocabulary had failed to
impress, he disappeared without trace, even wishing me a fairly polite "’goodnight”.

In the meantime, several other Breakers sitting on the side had been treated to
twenty minutes entertainment at his unsuspecting expense. The moralis: *Stay cool at all
times — patience is a commodity not often bestowed upon idiots.”

But to return to our original theme, as I’'m sure we have all heard more than enough
about the idiots, we are faced with a problem concerning what to do about the image of
CB at large.

Without a doubt, there must be plenty going on in your area to illustrate the positive
aspects of our mutual hobby, so don’t keep it to yourself! Let me know about it.

Write to The Blue Meanie On The Side with all the details of what your local clubs and
even individuals are doing to promote CB and help their fellows, Breaker and non-Breaker
alike. Write to those aforementioned daily papers too. I'm reliably informed that they
employ people who can read the letters they receive.

They may not take any notice at first, but eventually the message will get through,
and | promise you that we will try as hard as humanly possible to cover anything you draw
to our attention. And while you are about it, how about the campaign to legalise the whole
of the 27MHz band for CB?

Oh, and one final word about the Wallies. Did you know that you can now get a very
cheap and easy to use accurate Direction Finder? Several Wallies in the South have found
out already . . .

Q.S.L. & EYEBALL CARDS!

Special Intro Offer
250 Q.S.L. + 250 Eyeball Cards
£16.50 + p&p

ELEOPATRA

L1£sh 2§ 2)

S.A.E. FOR SAMPLES AND
ORDER FORM
Woolton, Mercury, Liverpool
L26 7SF
051428 3828
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technical excellence of the advanced circuitry. Right, too. If we had cars as appealing as
those rigs, most of us would have at least three in the garage and one in the radio shack.

Inevitably, the Sidebanders pressed the FCC for better service, and for a while there
were suggestions that CB itself might be extended by more frequencies assigned
specifically to Sideband. Sidebanders were considerably disappointed at their lack of
progress — and were flexible in their approach, eg, suggesting a ‘high band’ SSB service
in the 220MHz region. None of the 27MHz AM channels were reserved for SSB use, but
the Sidebanders asked the breakers to voluntarily avoid operations on several channels,
eg channels 16 and 32 to 39.

Exclusive use of a CB channel for SSB gives an important benefit in absence of
heterodynes — that whistling sound. In practice, this voluntary agreement did not work,
at least not in areas of high population density where even 40—-channel AM became
clogged up.

By the beginning of 1981, Sidebanders had come to the conclusion that no one was
really going to do much for them. As a result, you will find Sidebanders moving to what are
called the ‘upstairs’ frequencies, unassigned frequencies between 27.405 and
27.535MHz. You won't need telling that the Americans are old hands at using frequencies
that aren't in the rule book, but it is a measure of the frustrations of US Sidebanders that
they had to take the law into their own hands. Well, that raises a lot of questions, beyond
mere CB use. | don't have to tell you that, as far as the UK authorities are concerned, afl
Sideband operations are illegal. The Yanks have done a UDI on the frequencies above
27.405MHz, as they asked for them.

As CB interest developed in Britain, Sideband itself was little discussed. Most of the
reformers’ energies went into a campaign to legalise 27MHz AM. Indeed, there was no
shortage of cross words from the Sidebanders, who felt that they were being ditched. It
seems odd to recall from this vantage point that only three or four years ago, it was entirely
possible to use an AM mobile, and maybe hear only one or two other breakers in a
relatively long trip along the concrete slab. It was all quite orderly, and some say a lot more
interesting than FM has been since (that's their point of view, not mine).

The Sidebanders thought, in the pre-legal CB years, that you could let sleeping dogs
lie. Ensure that you did not annoy the neighbours, keep your conversation quiet and
decent, keep to the rules of the local CB fraternity, and all would be well. Buzby, it was
argued, would just not bother about the small numbers involved. You may even find
Sidebanders who declare that the campaign for the legalisation of CB was the worst thing
that ever happened, as far as their pursuits were concerned. It associated their quiet
musings with the local TVI and bad language, also getting the authorities a little riled.

If the Powers That Be had thought CB worth organising — and had made a far more
rapid decision on legalisation — life might have been easier for all of us. It might.

Suppose, for instance, the authorities had recognised the creative possibilities of
Sideband, and legalised a bunch of frequencies to users who took out a special licence,
somewhat more expensive than the CB ten-quid-a-year edition. Retail sales could have
been arranged in conjunction with issue of the SSB licence. The equipment would have
been made in Britain, since there would be (and is) a quality-conscious market here.

Sidebanders face some problems, even apart from finding their rig. Choice of
antenna can be rather more critical than with 27MHz CB, though there is a good choice of
fine gain antennas, beam type for the most part, available. Outdoor arrays are always to be
preferred, but if you did not want to advertise your activity, you might cope with an
antenna in the attic. Many people do.

One hears that Sidebanders continue to get good DX communication, even though
they may have to burn the midnight oil to do it. It would indeed be ironic if the move from
old-time AM, was to Sideband rather than to legal FM, but this could be the case. The
serious champions of the FCC 27MHz AM frequencies seem to be thin on the ground now
(and, more likely, want to limit the chat on those illegal channels to the better variety
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SELECTIVE —
CALLING

A couple of issues ago, we reported on a new system called selective calling, and on the
face of it, the idea looked as if it could catch on, not only for family use, but also business
use where employees (or employers!) are everywhere where they shouldn't be.

The whole system appeared as if it would be of great use on a farm, or by an area
manager who needs to be in touch with his reps. Even in a large office, where telephones
might be a little cumbersome.

Anyway, On The Side decided to look into this a little deeper, and find out whether the
idea could be attractive to businesses, farms, and so on. Around and about Leeds, there is
a lot of farming of one sort or another, and it seemed a good idea to make for the hills. It
was a nice day out, anyway . . .And | hope accounts pass my expenses!

Muddy Boots is, needless to say, a farmer who has used CB for a number of years,
not only on his grounds, but for worldwide contacts. "It has been very useful on many
occasions,” he says. “When | have had problems, and been out of touch with others on
the farm, there’s a choice left open to me — walking, or CB."”

This particular farm employs a small number of people, but it is essential that
everybody knows what everybody else is doing. Sounds like the story of business, to this
jaded Editor . . . On this farm each person has a variety of responsibilities. ‘“We find
ourselves in situations where we are invariably waiting for the next person to return in
their vehicle. Quite often the process involves two or three of us on tractors with trailers
and combines at harvest time.

*’A lot of time is wasted waiting for each other. There have been numerous occasions
when one of us has been in trouble with breakages, or failures with equipment, running
out of fuel.

“Over the last six or nine months it has not been easy to contact each other on a
regular basis through the open channel system we have at the moment. We used to
choose the channel that was the most convenient, but during the summer months it's
been almost impossible because other breakers are on holiday in the area, and contacthas
not always been very reliable.”

Muddy Boots added that he then heard about a ‘’selective calling” system (read it in
On The Side, didn't he?) but when he tried his local CB shop, they didn’t want to know,
preferring to try and sell him one of several of their imported rigs instead. Our farmer went
straight to the manufacturers, in Wantage, Oxfordshire, and eventually bought two radios,
a magnetic aerial, power supply and extension speakers.

| was impressed, and the casings were of metal, more suitable for farm use,
bouncing around in farm vehicles. On the air, | noticed immediately that the adjacent
channel and bleedover was not there. The receiver was much better than that | had got
used to, while the actual selective calling system seemed to suit us down to the ground!*’

Muddy Boots described the system. "‘The calling system | was using had on the front
panel, a red button which transmits a binary code signal. In practice, what happens is that
the rig buzzes when someone is calling me. When no one needs to make a call, the rig is
absolutely silent, the volume is simply turned down.

“This was new to me. | have been used to listening to noise, and for calls from my
friends on 14 or 19.”

Muddy Boots is now used to ‘‘plus 30" radio reports. And when Muddy Boots needs
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