















































The beeps which issue forth from the
radio are interesting though! A high
beep means that a command has been
enabled and accepted, meaning you did
it right. A low beep means a command
has been accepted and the function dis-
abled (turned back off again). Three
high beeps indicates a user error, a low-
high-low beep sequence indicates retumn
to normal VFO mode and two high
beeps indicates the radio is in memory
mode.

The scan and priority channel func-
tions are very useful in this radio, partic-
ularly in view of the police receive capa-
bility. Channels can be stored in memory
and scanned, or a/l the channels can be
scanned in the one operation with buck-
et-mouths locked out with the push of a
button.

The priority channel function is one of
the most flexible | have ever come
across on a scanner type radio yet.

There are four selectable modes avail-
able for priority channel operation.
Basically, two of the modes will check
the priority channel it there is no signal
on the current channel. If there is a sig-
nal on the priority channel, one mode
will lock onto to that channel, while the
other will beep three times and return to
what the radio was doing previously.
The other two modes operate exactly
the same, except they will check the pri-
ority channel even if the current channel
is receiving a signal. That may sound
confusing but it is great in practice.
Other good features for mobile users
are one-touch instant channel recall,
reverse repeater function and activation
of scanning. All the variable parameters
that you have spent ages setting are
saved by turning the radio off by the
vol/oft control. The radio emits a hiss
and the call LED flashes to reassure you
that everything has been saved. Of

Continued on page 19

course, | fell for the trap of turning it off
at the power supply and everything went
back to default setting...

Overall, | enjoyed this radio — partic-
ularly its flexibility and its ability to
change so many radio settings.

The UF-2020E is available from
Andrews Communications for $399.

PHONE PATCH INFO...

For all the readers who asked for fur-
ther information regarding the phone
patch unit | reviewed some issues ago,
here it is:

The SDP-600 Phone patch is avail-
able from J-COM, PO Box 194C, Ben
Lomond, California 95005-0194, USA.
At the time of writing the advertised
price for the unit was US$249-95, but
remember, you'll need to pay both
import duty and stamp duty if you plan to
import one of these units. (Here's a tip:
you can very simply import items worth

It was the man from Giantspark

That struck the repeater clown

He scanned the channels in every park
He scanned them up and down

He listened here, he listened there

*Til he was like to drop

Until at last in great despair

He sought a Radio Shop

“Ere sell me one of them little beams
Or p'raps a DF loop

I'll find this bally repeater focl

Even If | have to sncop”

The repeater clown was small and flash
As most fools usually are

He wore a strike yer fancy sash

He smoked a huge cigar

He was a humorist of note

And keen on ree part tee

He laid the odds and kept a tote
Whatever that may be

And when he heard our friend arrive
He whispered here’s a lark

') blow his hand-held completely up
This man from Giantspark!

There were some sandbaggers

That sat on the repeater side

Their eyes were dull, their heads were flat
They had no brains to hidel

To them the loonie passed the word
His voice amongst the noise

THE MAN FROM GIANTSPARK

| spotted this little treat circulating on the packet radio network, and It fits UHF C8 just as well as amateur radio:

“I'll make this yoke!'s voice all slurred
Just watch me all you boys"

He raised his power, his brow grew black
He made an awlful tone

Then jammed his index finger

Upon the microphonael!

Upon the frequency

It made a dreadful row

Just like a dreaded yowie

That'd just been kicked by a cow!
No doubt it fairly took him in

This man from Giantspark

He'd never heard such an awful din
As he staggered in the carpark!

He fetched a wild up country yell
"Twould wake the dead to hear

And quickly grabbed his headphones off
That were stuck from ear to ear

He struggled gamely to his feet

And swung the lcop about

And zeroed in on the domicile

That hid the repeater lout

He lifted up one hairy paw

And with one tremendous clout

He landed on the loonie’s jaw

And knocked the loonie out!

He set to work with tooth and nail
He made the place a wreck

He kicked the loonie’s linear

And smashed it on the deck

An Ri that heard the din

Came in to see the show

He tried to run the bushman in
But he refused to go

And when at last the loonie spoke
And said “Twas all in fun

"Twas just a harmless little joke

A trifle overdone”

“A jokel”, he cried

“One night I'll catch

This mongrel shark

At home in Giantspark”

And now while round the clubhouse floor
The listening hams all gape

He tells his story 'or and ‘or

And brags of his escape

“Them repsater clowns what
keeps the tote

By George I've had enough

One tried to send an awful note
But lucky my ears are tough!!®
And whether he's belleved or not
There’s one thing to remark

That repeater loons are scarce about
Way up at Giantspark!!

Poem destruction by interstate truckie
lan, VK2XB, with apologies to ‘Banjo’
Patterson.

CB ACTION JANUARY/FEBRUARY - 1994 — PAGE 17














































































Isisford QLD 126.7 Morawa WA 126.7 Snake Bay NT 126.7

lvanhoe NSW 126.7 Moree NSW 126.7 South Galway QLD 126.7
Jabiru NT 126.7 Morney QLD 126.7 South Goulburn Island NT 126.7
Jackson QD 126.7 Mornington istand QLD 126.7 Southern Cross WA 126.7
Jandakot WA 118.1 Moruya NSW 126.7 Southport QLD 119.0
Julla Creek QLo 126.7 Mount Coolon QLD 126.7 St Arnaud viC 1191
Jundah QLD 126.7 Mount Gambler SA 126.7 St George QLD 126.7
Kalbarri WA 126.7 Mount Garnet QLD 126.7 St Helens TAS 119.1
Kalgooriie WA 126.7 Mount House WA 126.7 Stanthorpe QLD 126.7
Kalgurung NT 126.7 Mount Howitt QLD 126.7 Stawell viC 119.1
Kalumburu WA 126.7 Mount Isa QLD 120.5 Stonehenge QLD 126.7
Kamilerol QLD 126.7 Mount Magnet WA 126.7 Strahan TAS 124.2
Karratha WA 1245 Mount Sanford NT 126.7 Streaky Bay SA 126.7
Karumba QLD 126.7 Mount Wedge NT 126.7 Swan HIll vIC 1191
Kempsey NSW 126.7 Moura QLb 126.7 Tamworth NSW 1194
Kerang vIC 126.7 Mudgee NSW 126.7 Tara QLo 126.7
Kidman Springs NT 126.7 Mullewa WA 126.7 Taree NSW 126.7
KHlarney NT 126.7 Mungindi NSW 126.7 Tarocom QLD 126.7
Kimba SA 126.7 Muttaburra QLo 126.7 Telfer WA 126.7
King Island TAS 1186 Nappa Merrie QLD 126.7 Temora NSW 126.7
Kings Creek NT 126.7 Naracoorte SA 126.7 Tennant Creek NT 126.7
Kingscote SA 126.7 Nacrabri NSwW 126.7 Thangool QLo 126.7
Kowanyama QLD 126.7 Narrandera NSW 126.7 Thargomindah QLo 126.7
Kununurra WA 126.7 Narromine NSW 126.7 Theodore qQLb 126.7
Lake Cargelligo NSW 126.7 Newman WA 126.7 Thylungra QLD 126.7
Lake Evella NT 126.7 Ngulurr NT 126.7 Tibooburra NSW 126.7
Latrobe Valley viC 126.0 Nhill VIC 126.7 Timber Creek NSW 126.7
Launceston TAS 118.7 Norfolk Istand 118.1 Tindal NSW 1197
Laverton viC 135.3 Normanton QLp 126.7 Tocumwal NSW 122.9
Laverton WA 126.7 Norseman WA 126.7 Tooraweenah NSW 126.7
Lawn Hill QLD 126.7 Nowra NSW 1183 Toowocomba QLb 126.7
Learmouth WA 126.7 Numbulwar NT 126.7 Tottenham NSW 126.7
Legune NT 126.7 Nyngan NSW 126.7 Townsville Qo 126.8
Leigh Creek SA 126.7 Oakey QLD 120.1 Tumut NSW 126.7
Leinster WA 126.7 Oenpelli NT 126.7 Vanrook QLD 126.7
Leongatha VvIC 126.7 Olympic Dam SA 126.7 Victoria River Down  NT 126.7
Leonora WA 126.7 Onslow WA 126.7 Wagga Wagga NSW 1182
Lightning Ridge NSW 126.7 Oodnadatta SA 126.7 Walkerl SA 126.7
Lingaroy QLD 122.7 Orange NSwW 119.0 Walgett NSW 126.7
Lismore NSW 124.2 Orbost viC 126.7 Wangaratta viCc 119.1
Lockhart River QLD 126.7 Papunya NT 126.7 Warrabrl NT 126.7
Longreach QLD 126.7 Paraburdoo WA 126.7 Warracknabeal viC 126.7
Lord Howe Island NSW 126.7 Parkes NSW 126.7 Warren NSW 126.7
Lorraine Qb 126.7 Point Cook viC 135.5 Warrnambool viC 126.0
Mackay QLD 124.5 Pooncarie NSW 126.7 Waterloo NT 126.7
Maitland NSW 126.7 Pormpuraaw QLo 126.7 Wave Hill NT 126.7
Mallacoota vIiC 126.7 Port Augusta SA 126.7 Wee Waa NSW 126.7
Mangalore vIC 1219 Port Hedland WA 119.9 Welpa QLD 126.7
Maningrida NT 126.7 Port Keats NT 126.7 West Sale viC 118.3
Marhte Barn WA 126.7 Port Lincoin SA 126.7 West Wyatong NSW 126.7
Mareeba QLD 126.7 Port Macquarle NSW 118.1 White Clitfs NSW 126.7
Margaret River WA 126.7 Port Pirie SA 126.7 Whyalla SA 126.7
Marla SA 126.7 Portlend VIC 126.7 Wilcannia NSW 126.7
Maroochydore aw 1244 Proserpine QLo 126.7 Williamsons Qo 126.7
Marree SA 126.7 Puckapunyal vIC 1211 Williamtown NSW 1183
Maryborough Qo 126.7 Queenstown TAS 1242 Wiluna WA 126.7
Maryborough VvIC 119.1 Quilpie QLo 126.7 Windorah Qo 126.7
Meekatharra WA 126.7 Quirindi NSW 126.7 Winton QLo 126.7
Merimbuta NSW 126.7 Raminging NT 126.7 Woltongong NSW 126.7
Merty Merty SA 126.7 Redcliffe QLD 126.7 Wondal QLo 126.7
Middiemount QLD 126.7 Renmark SA 126.7 Wondoola QLo 126.7
Mildura vic 118.8 Richmond NSW 126.7 Woomera SA 118.3
Mites QLD 126.7 Robinhood Qb 126.7 Wrotham Park QLD 126.7
Milingimbi NT 126.7 Robinvale vic 126.7 Wudinna SA 126.7
Millicent SA 126.7 Rockhampton QLb 118.1 Wyandra aLb 126.7
Minjilang NT 126.7 Roma QLD 126.7 Wycheproof viC 126.7
Minnipa SA 126.7 Roseberth QLD 126.7 Wyndham WA 126.0
Mitchell aLb 126.7 Rottnest Island WA 126.0 Wynyard TAS 126.7
Monkira (o N0} 126.7 Rutiand Plains QLD 126.7 Yarram vIC 126.7
Monto QLD 126.7 Schofietds NSW 135.5 Young NSW 126.7
Moomba SA 126.7 Scone NSW 118.8 Yuendumu NT 126.7
Moorabbin ViC 118.1 Sea Lake viC 126.7 Yulara NT 126.7
Mooraberree QLD 126.7 Shepparton VIC 118.8 Thanks to JT, of Meilbourne, Vic for
Moranbzah QLb 126.7 Smithton TAS 119.1 this extensive listing.
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I know it is difficult to hear DX stations
on the 40 channel allocation, particularly
if you live in either Sydney or Melboume
where channel congestion is heavy, but
it can be done. Not having a current
copy of the CB regulations | cannot say
for sure if power microphones are legal
to use or not, perhaps our editor can
enlighten us here. | don't think they are
really legal, but then | haven't heard of
anyone being busted for using one.

However, it is common knowledge in
the DX world that a good desk micro-
phone can actually improve the sharp-
ness and give a little more “punch’ to the
signal by driving the radio better. They
don't give you extra power as some
newcomers to the hobby are lead to
believe, they just drive the radio audio
stages a bit more efficiently than their
smaller, handheld brothers. Desk micro-
phones come in a variety of models.
Some require a small battery to work
properly, and some come with added
features like ‘reverberation' (echo) and
‘Roger Beep’, which in my view are not
really important, but some do get a lot of
fun out of using these extra gadgets.

Some popular desk-mike names
which come to mind are Densi, Leson,
Piezo Turer and Voicecraft to mention
a few. Some need a small battery to
power them, some are a total waste of
money while others do give your modu-
lation a bit more clout and punch, handy
for chasing DX when everything counts!

Some desk mikes can be a real pain,
especially when the mike gain control is
wound up full, along with the mic gain
control on the radio itself. What you get
is a filthy radio station that causes splat-
ter and crud across the channels. You
will soon be told about it if you are caus-
ing this problem, not to mention the
potential to cause TVI! A desk-mic (pow-
ered variety) can be operated sensibly
and that means not flogging it to the
maximum but keeping things wound
back to a sensible level so not to annoy
others. You can identify the offenders;
the operator sounds like he is talking
from the bottom of a well or is so over
modulated he is dragging in background
noise and the voice is muffled, a sure
sign of an over-driven mike/radio.

Used properly and with a grain of
common sense they can give you that
little bit more “oomph” needed for work-
ing that much sought after DX.

RF PREAMPS

There’s not many of these devices on
the market these days. In times past
they used to be very popular, a small 12
volt-powered device coupled in line
between the radio and antenna could
boost received signals by the flick of a

switch.

Most linear amplifiers have these as a
standard feature. They are handy to
have, although not much chop in the city
where they tend to drag in all sorts of
interference but, if you can get hold of
one on the cheap they are worth a play
with and will boost incoming signals by a
couple of S points.

SNARING THE RARE ONES

Apart from the old DXers adage of
“being there”, on the right frequency at
the right time, there are not a lot of real
secrets to the fine art of working DX.

The ‘Real DXer is always a good lis-
tener and doesn’t waste time chatting to
mates while the DX is rolling in. He is
continually checking the frequencies to
see who is using them and where they
are. Languages and accents can often
be a key in ascertaining where the DX
is. Regardless of language there are key
words that are the same in English -
place names, particularly city names,
island groups or countries themselves.
By taking the time to listen for a few
moments you may pick up one of these
key words and then decide whether to
break in or not. | have picked up many a
new country by using this time-proven
method.

A reasonable knowledge of skip times
is most valuable. Knowing when the
band opens to certain parts of the globe
helps you plan where to point the anten-
na and what languages to listen for.

Knowing the difference between a
long or shortpath opening is beneficial
too - there’s not much point in beaming
direct to Africa via the shortpath when
the band is open via the longpath (oppo-
site direction).

A longpath signal is often recognised
by certain characteristics, such as rapid
up and down fading; a distinct warble or
echo on the voices heard, all indicate a
near certain longpath opening.

These observations are irrelevant if
you run a vertical antenna, but are most
important for beams or quads to get the
maximum signal to the radio.

Newcomers to the world of DX chas-
ing often make the fatal mistake of being
a "Call Channel Junkie'.

At one time or another everyone has
heard the resident ‘CCJ'. He is the one
who sits on the call for hours on end,
calling and calling but seems to get
nowhere. You are not going to pick up a
great deal of rare DX parked on the call
channel for hours on end. The “Real
DXer only drops into the call channel at
brief intervals to see what Is going on
and perhaps make one or two quick
short calls. He then utilizes the remain-
ing time checking out other frequencies

and eavesdropping on others for clues
or shippets of DX news.

A common trend for some DX stations
is to set up a common ‘meeting’ fre-
quency away from the hurdy burly of the
call channel and usually leave their radio
monitoring that frequency.

Some international DX groups also
adopt this system and thus will not be
found on regular call channels. This is
where our old friend, the CCJ, misses
out on some of the action. Here in the
Pacific, channel 37 is a meeting place
for Pacific island nations, as is channel
39 for some French-speaking stations in
Africa and the Indian Ocean.

Quite a few countries in the Middle
East have a monitoring frequency also,
so, it's a case of listening around to
snare some of these rare ones.

BREAKING IN

Breaking into an overseas conversa-
tion on the radio can be difficult at times,
especially if signals are poor. Break in
politely, and do not use a long callsign
with a lot of mumbo jumbo tacked on to
it. For example, say your callsign is 43-
DX-999, to make it short and snappy
you could just break by saying “43-DX”
or “99 Australia”.

After you are called in then you give

IF YOU’RE THINKING
ABOUT QSL CARDS
YOU SHOULD BE
THINKING ABOUT
BINT SERVICES

White or colored, matte or gloss,
pre-printed or fully personalised
with your calisign, QTH, station

equipment, QSO information panel,
with or without a logo or illustration
- we've got them all.
Top quality cards at prices you
won’t match anywhere.

For example, 100 matte finish, fully
personalised cards for just $19.50.
Send a 95 cent stamp to cover
postage for a full range of sample
cards, prices, detalils, etc. to ...

BINT SERVICES

PO Box 323, Cheltenham
3192, Victoria
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