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CB AROCUND THE WORLD

Many CBers have experienced DX
on 11 metres and many have man-
aged contacts with other stations in
overseas locations. Generally details
such as local weather, happenings
and equipment used come into the
conversation, but how many readers
have actually wondered about ‘the’
CB scene in these faraway countries?
Do you know if the other station is
fully iegal or operating at the risk of
his/her life? What frequencies are
legal, and what sort of equipment is
allowed? Have a look at the following
and see what you think...

CBIN USA

This is where it all began, the home
of 27 MHz CB, the source of the world-
wide CB boom and the headache of
countless administrations around the
world. Things have changed greatly over
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Bandspread

the years for the US CBer. A licence is
no longer required to operate a CB radio
although for many years the FCC
{Federal Communications Commission)
required a Class D licence, which was
simply a matter of a form and a licence
fee. :

The FCC then sent you a callsign
something like KKR 3345. This was all
abolished during the boom during the
mid 70s when the FCC decided that the
paperwork burden was not worth the
effort and put CB under blanket authori-
sation.

CBers in the States are now permit-
ted to identify themselves by either their
old Class D callsign or their first and last
initials and zip code (eg gjt 27600), or
even by the operators’ name or some
unique nickname or handle. This cer-
tainly sounds like the unofficial operation
on Australian CB channels! An addition-
al rule change in 1992 now allows one-
way transmissions about highway condi-
tions on any CB bands.

This is to allow local authorities to use
unattended audio warnings about road
construction or other hazards.

The authorised frequencies for use by
US CBers are identical to the Australian
27 MHz band, with similar power out-
puts. Any type of antenna system is also
allowed.

There are also two additional radio
bands beside CB which are intended for
use by individuals with minimal regula-
tion. These are the GMRS — the
General Mobile Radio Service — and a
microwave band between 31.0 and 31.3
GHz for GMRS and other licensed
users.

GMRS is not specifically known as
CB but rather as ‘Personal’ radio. There
are eight repeater channels from
462.550 to 462.725 MHz in 26 kHz
steps with inputs 5 MHz higher, and
seven simplex low power-only channels
462.5625 to 462.7125 MHz, also in 25
kHz steps.

GMRS is used for mobile to mobile or
base to mobile communications but
base to base communications are pro-
hibited.

Businesses cannot obtain GMRS
licences and business communications
are prohibited in this band after rule
changes in 1989, ’

GMRS licensees can use the 31.0 to
31.3 GHz band for fixed and mobile use,

istered with the FCC. It seems that CB in
Australia is a lot better than in the
States, particularly as far as UHF CB
goes...

EUROPEANCB

A number of European countries
have adopted the CEPT (Conference of

European Postal and
Telecommunications administrations)
recommendations for CB radios.

These countries, at last headcount,
are Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, WNorway,
Sweden, United Kingdom, and Vatican
City.
CEPT approval is significant and
unique because, with some exceptions,
CEPT-approved radios from any one of
these countries may be used in any of
the other member countries, under the
terms of the originating country’'s
licence.

Basically the frequencies used are 40
channels from 26.965 to 27.405 MHz,
the same as the USA, 4 walts output but
using frequency modulation (FM).
Immediately that means that ‘made for
USA' radios cannot be used in Europe,
nor can CEPT-approved radios be used
in USA or Australia.

Like the situation concerning type
approval in Australia, CEPT-approved
radios must have a marking specifying
CEPT approval. As an example, UK
radios marked ‘CEPT PR 27 GB’ are
legal for use throughout CEPT countries
whereas a radio marked ‘PR 27 GB' is
not.

uKcse

A licence is required for operation in
the UK. Licensing info and a set of CB
information sheets is available from DTI
(Department of Trade and Industry). Its
address is CB Licensing Section,
Radiocommunications Agency, Room
613, Waterloo Bridge House, Waterloo
Road, London SE1 8UA, UK. Licences
from other countries using CEPT-
aﬂaroved equipment are honored in the

There are three CB bands available
in the United Kingdom. These are:

* 26.965 to 27.405 MHz: 40 channels,
same as CEPT and US, using FM with
CEPT-approved radios.

* 27.6 to 27.99 MHz: 40 channels, 10

with each transmitter location to be ﬁ kHz sBacing, 4 watts output. Radios
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