
1SMILESAND 
BEYOND 

. DX'ing on CB 
and Short Wave 

£2S.RIG 
REVIEW 

-Mobile Murphy 
on test 

'ILLEGAL CB 
A trip down . 

Memory Lane 

WHAT DO YOU 
GETFOR 

YOUR 
LICENCE 
MONEY? 

Government 
answers back 
MARATHON 

MODULATIONS 

Britain's 

. Getting th~ 
Guinness record ~ 

AN ARGUS SPECIALIST PUBLICATION 

JANUARV1984 



TM 
• The Thunderpole n from the UK market leader of the fastest 

selling high-performance legal base sta tion antenna . 
• The highest staHated antenna for Performance, SWR 

Adjustment, Installation and Va lue ("Citizens Band"). 
• Exciting new ribbed coil design w ith doubly encapsulated 

windings for maximum performance and all-weather 
protec tion . 

• Tests indicate performance matching that of an illegal5d8 
home base an tenna. 

• Base loaded coil on a single radiating element 1.Sm long -
pre-tuned and requiring no SWR adjustment. 

• Precision-machined alloy base with 3 angled ground planes, 
each 2.67m long, with cross bracing and designed for 
maximum performance. 

• Power 500W - Frequency 27Mhz - SWR 1: 1.5 or less. 
• Pole mounting base 1 % ins. dia. 

• Price just £25.00 incl . VAT plus carriage £3.95 and each 
antenna is individually guaranteed . 

THUNDERPDLES ARE GOI Read what " Citizens Band" 
magazine says about the fantastic Thunderpole: 
"A well constructed, easily assembled and erected, excellent 
performance legal antenna with the added bonus that it is pre· 
tuned. " 

" The Thunderpole was the best a/l·round base station 
antenna tested, looking and performing almost the 
same as the famous illegal Starduster. " 

" The Thunderpole being a top performance legal 
antenna at the cgmpetitive price of £25 has proved 
to be a very popular choice for base stations. " 

" The Thunderpole is pre· tuned, as a/l good 
home·base antenna should be. You simply stick 
it up on a pole and plug it in to the rig. " 

FOR MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE 
INSIST ON A GENUINE 
THUNDERPOLE 

THUNDERPOLE ANTENNA U.K. LTD. 
(a subsidiary of Freeman & Pardoe Ltd.' 
Tything Road 
Arden Forest Industria l Estate 
ALCESTER 
Works. B496ES. 

Phone: (0789) 762 673 

Ask at your local CB stockist now. 

The Thunderpole design and 
name are registered trade . 
marks of Freeman & Pardoe Ltd 
© FreemJlln & Pardoe 1983 
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Cover This Month 
Th e cover this month shows the 
Murphy DS-602 - a snip at £25 
-which reminds me. There was this 
young breaker - well young at heart 
anyway - and breaking was his whole 
life. Hewouldcome home from work in 
the evening and chatter away to his 
loca l mates in the beloved jargon ofthe 
young at heart CBer. He never bucket 
mouthed and he always followed 
proper procedure when on channel. In 
short a true CB fan and great admirer 
of this august magazine. 

Alas, as is often the case, he fe ll 
into bad company and bad habits. He 
wanted more power and in that search 
for power he bought a power mike . 
This, as we have often said, did little to 
increase his range. So he bought a 
cheap and nasty burner, and settled in 
his little room, he began to block out 
Coronation Street and The News At 
Ten - severely dent the Archers and, 
above all, ruin the transmissions of all 
of his nearby onetime friends . 
"Enough", they cried " That lad's 
burner mu st go. No matter how fond 
he is of breaking we ca n't put up w ith 
that ". They reported him and the man 
from R.I.S. came and took his burner 
and CB radio away. This on ly goes to 
show that in this world ... YOU CAN'T 
HAVE YOUR BREAK AND HEAT IT 
TOO!!! 
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PERSIIN'l lETTER 
THE U.N.$ lEADING C.8. D/S1/1.··_·· ......... 

Dear Breaker, 
As the country 's leading CB Distributor it would take us virtually the whole of this ma ga zine 
to tell you about all our CB equipment in sufficient detail - so we dontt intend to try! 
Instead. why not send us £1 for our super new 1984 catalogue and lists, and in additior to th 2 
usual £2 vouc her we will send you either a CB Jargon Book or a CB 
Log Book (state which you woul d like) which usually retail for 99p 

Now the free book offer was due to close on 31st 
took the boss down the pub and, with the help of 
nectar, persuaded him to keep it going until 
February 21st . Judging by the way you 
all swamped us with your greenshields 
befo re Chri stmas, th; s is good ne .... s 

to all . 

I don 't have to tell you how many 
CB shops are disappearing from 
the scene, and many of you have 
said how much you wished that we 
could open a branch of Telecomm~ 
in your area , only to find that 
we are already your local experts 
_ as close as your neares t tele ­
phone or post box! 

Whil e all the others are spreading gloom and despon­
dency, we have dramatically increased cu r CB ...­
turnover, and the reasons for that are simple . 
Firstly , all of uS here share the bug of being on channel ourselves, so we know exactly what the 
average Breaker is looking for,secondly, among the vast range of gear always on our shelves you 
wi 11 fi nd the 1 a tes t and the best, a 11 backed by a comprehensive guarantee and our ovm 
extensive workshops, thirdly we care about the small customer of the Breaker \'Jho jus t vlants to 
phone up for a bit of advise, and lastly, and most important, the insurance on the boss ' s Roller 

went up , so he needed the money! 
Seriously, we believe that what we offer you is without equal anywhere in the U.K . ) jJ2 rhaps 2ven 
in the world, and you must agree \'Jith us if figures are anything to go by. I r. th::: l ast th r ee 
months alone, the number of Breakers turning to the Telecomms Mail Order Catalogue for all their 
needs has trebled, making uS the biggest "club" in the history of CB. 

So grab your pen and pad and write to us today . .. . and by the way, if you look at the page 
oPPosite you will see the first of our new monthly news columns , keeping you up to d.=.te with all 

the latest developments and products . 

Look forward to hearing from you soon. Till then, take care cos 

Simply 'phone - auoting Barc/av or Access numher for immediate desoatch 

DIIY DESPIITCH NHfJTllNE 1J1()S 0662 



Well , we may have g iven up the 
unequal struggle of try ing to te ll you 
about all the goodies we stock within 
the limitations of two pages, but I 
expect that you, like me, a re ever keen 
to know what is new in the world of 
C,B., so each month, on this page, I've ever had - and that is saying 
you can keep abreast of all the latest worl ds highest ga in omni-d irectional summat. Th e think I liked about the 
gen. antenna (which means that it ain 't a Echo facility was not just that you 

I am a typical Breaker in as much as dirty great beam) and seven eighth cou ld switch it off, ncreven that itwas 
I love to experiment, and of course I'm wave length and all that stuff, and if beautifully variable, bu t that no 
luckier than most in that I've got the there is intelligent life on 27MHz at the matter where you set the Echo level it 
pick of our stock shelves ,....:'----':-----, other end of the galaxy does not over ride the modulation , 
to play with and play I then you cou ld probably unlike a few I've tried in the past. 
most certainly do! have a decent r-"-.....,=:-----.., Qu ite a few people 

So where shall I start? back and forth have taken my 
No doubt most of you with it. We ll , a advice and bought 
have already heard about mate of mine one recently 
the A.K.D. "Wally came across the (£57.56) and I am 
Hunter ", or Precision water from the happy to report that 
Direction Finder, as it is Isle o f Wigh t . not a Sing le one has 
officially known. I. don 't brave lad, and been less impressed 
suppose that I am the only took one home that I was in the first 
Breaker to suffer from wi t h him for place. And no prizes 
wall ies , and many is the rCl i('\ £72.50. He for guessing where 
time I've borrowed our ~ ~ phoned me up that original Echo-
displaymode l foranight's next day and master is now. 
happy hunting. In fact, AKD described its Another microphone from the 
befo re they were even erected beauty to me Sadel ta range is the Bravo 2, wh ich 
commercially available, I whilst looking at the top comes complete with separate slider 
was fortunate enough to o f i t thr ough his contro ls for compression and 
obtain the loan of one of the Government su rp lus binoculars. modu lation, as well as twin meters for 
prototypes. Apparently his next door neighbour th ose of you who would be happier 

Several early morning strollers was a bit put off at first by the sight of piloting Concorde, at £39.95. 
around the estate where I live were this sp lend id alumi nium column If you wa nt more talk power whi le 
surprised to see me wande ring disappearing into the low clouds you are mobile, how about the Zenith 
around waving the un it about one above, but my mate is no fool. He told Speech Processor? The novel feature 
Sunday. One lady asked if I was a him it was a new device to give a four here is that it has a simple switch to 
water diviner and another w it asked if minute warn ing in the event of a move to power mike setting, or even 
I wanted to buy a jacket to put on my nuclear attack and the guy wEmt off to by-pass the unit altogether and 
coat hanger, but jf they were revert to standard microphone 

. d ·t th· t quite happy, having 
surprise , I was no mg 0 working, which means your du lcet 
h . I f extracted a prom ise that 

t e reaction got rom a to nes are probably annoying only one 
h he wou ld be the first to 

certain young man w 0 had th i rd of the Breakers that they were 
b d · T BI kb know if Armageddon did een olng ony ac urn when you were using it as a 
. . Ch I 19 HAM arrive. Thoug h what he 
Impressions on anne Processor. Again, al l round excellent 

II h t · . II BIG expected to do with that a t a morning, especla y reports from my own use and from 
h I k k d h· d d MAC four minutes escapes 

w en noc e IS oor an everyone else I've talked to who has 
t d "S· I · me! Suggestions on the sugges e I ence IS used one. 

G Id " t t back of a pound note. 
o en , no as a reques , Ano ther Zenith goody worth 

but as a bi t of sound advice! .? 
He now leaves the disc- Anyway, my mate is 

jockeying to the professio- well pleased with the 
nals, and since we sta rted perform ance, even if 
sell ing the PDF11 (£49.95) the local RSPCA have 
the a ir waves aro und issued a wa rning to all 
Portsmouth have become pigeons and seagulls 
noticeab ly more bearable. It in the viCini ty. 
is now so easy to track down Personally, I cannot 
the airwave idiots. Just get put up a big antenna as 
c lose w ith a normal mobile the local counc il are a bi t 
or handheld , then switch on anti , but one of the best 
the PDF and you can go right things I eve r did was to 
up to their door. Buzby also li berate a Sade lt a 
uses these units, so dare we suggest Echomaster Base Mike 
that the days of the wall y are finally for t he weekend. Th e elect ret 
numbered? condenser mic capsule, backed up by 

Remember in December's advert a who le host o f sophi st ica t ed 
we mentioned Ham International Big electron ic wizard ry packed into the 
Mac base antenna? Repu tably the bottom gave me the best rad io reports 

i use i ZX4 
Safety Microphone. The goose-neck 
microphone mounts i n any 
co nve ni ent place ' a round the 
dashboard, and the PTT switch fits on 
top of your gear lever. Push once to 
talk; push again to revert to receive. 
Look Mum - no hands' Only thing 
was, my daughter commented that 
the mike stalk reminded her of the 
Martian fighting machines in War of 
the Worlds, butthen E.T. turned out to 
be a good guy! 



There are plans afoot for and, lets face it, the people have all the friendly 
the revision of the CB that abuse CB are hardly breake rs gone? Who's 

NEWS l icence and there may wel l likely to be intim idated by interested in Big Mouth's 
be an announcement by the an additional reg ulation. I love life? Where is the CB 
t ime you read thi s. The rather suspect that the that we all wa nted? 
Radio Regu latory operat ion of a successful I don't want to be unduly 

FROM Department has had a and effective pessimi stic. There are m any 
number of consu ltations commu nications system, for areas that have a CB 
and discu ssions with the leisure or business, lies in fraternity that show good , 
leading user groups, the t he hands of the operators manners and an interest in 

THE 
CBA and NATCOLCIBAR, on themse lves, rather than in their fellow breakers. I have 
several issues, including t he Government act ion. recent ly been accused of 
introduct ion of an age limi t, Of cou rse, the givin g too much coverage to 
protection for cha nnel 9, authorities have a the wa ll ies and too much 

WORLD 
antenna restrictions and respo nsibili ty to the space to CB deficiencies, 
similar subjects. community and this rather than it's successes, 

Any measures that are includes the administration and I can see w hat my 
aimed at improving the CB of communicat ions comp lainer is getting at 

OF 
service must be warm ly systems. But we also have a - perhaps if publicity was 
greeted by anyone with the respo nsibility to ou rse lves restr icted to the good 
interests of Cit izens Band and to other CB users. CB aspects there would be no 
radio at heart and it is has become so debased in encouragement for the 

CB 
gratifying to see that the urban areas that no-o ne 'baddies'. But I get so 
R.R. D. is discussing the rea lly expects CB to be f ru strated at having to tel l 
revis ions with CBers and taken ser iously anymore, another ca ller or letter 
are listening carefu lly to so it's not surprising that wr iter that there are no rea l 
what they say. Many of the newcomers don't feel the answers to t heir local 

NE 
ea rl y 'campaign ing' CBers need to keep certa in lunatics, and I get so angry 
were very mistrustful of the sta ndards. I'm not at hear ing of another 
R.R.D. and it's motives and necessarily refering to radio breaker who has gone 
it would be a shame for that sta ndards either, although down, 'fed-up' w ith CB. No 

F 
attitude to persist those are important. At the country has the perfect CB 
unnecessa ril y. ri sk of soundi ng as if I have service and we aren't the 

As I said, anyth ing that cl i mbed on my soap box, first or last to stugg le w ith 
improves CB must be what about old fashioned thi s problem, but is human 
welcomed, but I do wonder notions like like courtesy nature really so bad that we 
if the cu re for CB's ill s lie in and good manners? All the just have to endure? 
legislation. Many of the leg islation in t he world ca n't 
things that we complain ensure those. Like Mack 

Sue Sharp about are al rea dy prohibited says this month , where 

Competition Results 
October 's competition asked 
for a caption again - not 
for a lady covered in 
bubbl es but for the poor 

CB 
horse trying to get a word in 
edgeways between Jane 
Fonda and Robert Redford 
in 'Th e Electric Horse man '. 

Lots of answers 

NEWS 
concentrated on 'Mustang' 
jokes, w hi ch were "Are you sure she fo llows ca refu l of showi ng my age 
appropriate as the prize is a her work out programme?" here quite a few breakers are 
Mustang CB2000 rig. Many F. L. Mitchell from looking up, saying "Dad, who's 

FROM 
captions centred on Newtonabbey in Northern Silver?" 
'm usta ng on', dummy loads, Ireland worked in the Honours go to Mick 
mag. mounts and 'get off maximum number of puns Ga lliers of Bricket Wood in 
my back'. Mr . A. Bennett into " Thi s li ttle lady may be St. Albans for " Hard luck 
from Warwickshire came up 'Fonda ' the 0 1' CB but this Bob. I see that I'm not the 

THE with "Oh no, not you two one 'Mustang' she wo n't fit only one to get lumbered 
from the G.P.O. I have into her 'Red-Ford '" and Mr. with an old nag for a 
already to ld you that I have D. G. W illats of Clacton-on- mate!" so the Mu stang (the 
pa id my licence." Wh ilst R. Sea has the disbelieving rig, not the horse) wi ll be 

WORLD J. Waymont in Ca lne had a horse saying "Are you su re on it 's way to Bri cket \Nood. 
pointed remark about Ms. thi s is the way Silver It shou ldn 't cost much in 
Fonda's 0ther claim to fame started ?" - but I must be hay, Mick ! 
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Quick REACTion 
The REACT UK 
MONITORING MANUAL, 
previously unobtainable by 
non~members, is now 
available at a cost of £1.25 
(post free) from REACT UK 
Headquarters. The manual 
is the cu lmination of six 
months writing and 
collating and has 
contributions from the 
Police, Fire Service, 
Ambulance Service and HM 
Coastguards. The manua l is 
the standard monitoring aid 
used by REACT UK 
members and has now 
been published on a wider 
sca le to encourage the 
adoption of a si ngle 
sta ndard for all emergency 
monitors, irrespective of 
which organisation they 
belong to. 

It is avai lable from 
REACT UK 

Land Mobile Radio 
Specification 
A new specification for land 
mobi le radio services 
operating in the frequency 
range 174 to 225 MHz has 
been published by the Radio 
Regulatory Division of the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry. The use of this 
range of frequencies is a 
result of the decision to 
close down 405 line 
television services on 31 st 
December 1 984. The 
specification was prepared 
after consultation with radio 
equipment manufacturers 
a nd lays down the 
parameters for frequency 
modulated equipment (FM) 
including digital signa ll ing. 

The methods of 
measurement described in 
the specification are in 
agreement wi th C.E.P.T. 
recommendations to enable 
British manufacturers to 
compete in Europea n 
markets. 

The frequencies will be 
available to business users 
like the National Power 
Industries, who will be 
moved from the 105 to 108 
MHz band w hen it is re-
allocated to FM I 

broadcasting. It will not be a 
public access frequency. 

HEADQUARTERS, 142 
Lutterworth Road, 
Nuneaton, Wa rw ickshire. 
CVll 6PE. Telephone 0203 
383005. 

Forthcoming 
Attractions 
Since there will be a new 
crop of CBers in the new 
year, with rig s being given 
as Christmas presents and 
Christmas money being 
taken down the shops 
quicker than you can saw 
SWR, Citizens' Band w ill be 
featuring a Beginners 
special in the February 
mangazi ne. 

Any new hobby is 
bewildering, with certain 
phrases and words meaning 
absolutely nothing to the 

Watch The Birdy 
News from Magpie 
Electronics, makers of the 
much -praised Auto-Scan 
5000, is that a crysta l filter 
can be fitted as standard in 
the factory for an extra 
£7.50. This makes reception 
even better and shows no 
decrease in sensitivity. 

They are also pleased to 
announce that the wait ing 
li st which had developed 
has now been clea red and 
sets are avai lable for 
customers immediately. So 
much of their time has been 
taken up by manufacturing 
they have not been able to 
do as much development 
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The Active Lin e 
Communications Network is 
a contact organisation of CB 
operators w ith their 
enthusiasm for radio in 
common. A.LC. hopes to 
encourage a greater field of 
interest in CB radio through 
participation in community 
event s and are particularly 
keen to include housebound 
and disabled users. Their 
main aim is to join together 
people with the same 
interests and to educate 
the newcomers into good 
radio practices. 

A.LC. members are 
identif ied by a call sign that 
is allocated according to 
town and number. 
Membership, which 

I 

includes the allocation of 
the personal call sign and a 
badge, costs 50p. 

For those that are 

newcomer - but everyone 
else seems to know what 
they mean. And lets face it, 
no-one likes to be the one 
that asks! So, to stop red 
faces and broken rigs the 
staff at CB will take pity on 
you and let you in on the 
secrets of CB. 

We get an enormous 
amount of letters on 
interference and particularly 
T.V.1. Smart Alec does his 
best to answer individual 
letters but it's obviously a 
big problem for many 
breakers. Over the next 
few months we wi ll be 

"-:0:l'i(4!i;tJt}(J 

prepared to vo lunteer their 
time on a regu lar basis 
Active Line Emergency 
Radio Teams have. been 
established, using a 
network of base stat ion 
users, mobiles and those 
w ith hand sets or walkie 
talkies. A.L.E.R.T. see 
themselves of having more 
than one function - apart 
from the emergency 
monitoring, they hope to 
help with less urgent 
problems like directions, 
local information and 
community help and to 
contro l the abuse of 
channels by actively 
discouraging the abusers 
and by showing a good 
exa mple. 

More information ca n be 
obtained from D. G. 
Metcalfe, ci a 38aker 
Street, Blackburn, Lanes, 
BB1 1 NZ. 

having a detailed look at the 
causes and cures of 
interference, both in the 
home and in the car. 

Mind you ... February 
magazine. Hmm. After the 
office Christma s party and 
New Year celebrations. 
Depends on when the 
hangover recedes and 
whether the typewriter 
recovers from having 
Newcastle Brown spi lt on it 
(Twang staggers a bit after 
his twenty-seventh). Lets 
leave it that the magazine 
should have all the usual 
stuff and cross our fingers. 

.. ". ;: - ":"-~ IU 
• .. _ ... • ,_ ~ : I - -" -" -..... I 

work as they wou ld hope 
and plans for a 934MHz 
transverter are st ill at the 
'thinking'stage. 

Magpie have been very 
pleased at the response to 
the 5000 and th e feedback 
they have got from users, 
although it has posed some 

-
problems for them. They 
have to order specia li sed 
components some months 
in advance 

Magpie emphasize that 
would-be purchase rs 
shouldn't be discouraged by 
this 'list' as supplies are no 
longer a problem. 
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A slightly different Q 
& A in CB t his month 
to help so lve some of 

those perenn ial 
antenna problems. 

Rubber D uck 
Colin M arks from Che lmsley Wood in 
Birmingha m is co nfused by t he law 
and antennas - especia lly the Ru bber 
Duck. 

Q I see in the August '83 Rig Check 
the Kaise r CBX 40 is supplied with a 
sm all Rubber Duck antenna. 

Could you tell m e if a helica l 
antenna like the Rubber Duck or the 
Firestik is legal for use in t hi s country 
and if it would be legal to use the 
Kaiser with the antenna supplied , 

A The Rubber Duck and antennas like 
the Firest ik are continuously loaded 
along the entire length of the radiating 
element. Described like that. you can 
see that they are outside the 
Government regulation which calls for 
a base loaded single element rod. The 
Rubber Duck is not a very efficient 
antenna but is good for walkle talkies 
where a whip or telescopic antenna is 
likely to get in the way or cause injury 
to people close by. 

~s I said, strictly speaking, the 
he!Jcally ",,!oy,?d antenna is illegal. 
However, If It IS used on walkie talkies 
(an.d bf!aring in mind it's inefficiency) I 
thmk It would be very unlikely that 
steps would be taken against anyone 
'caught ' using one. This doesn't 
mean that I am condoning anyone 
bref!king the I~w, but any law is open 
to mterpretatlon and I doubt if the 
au thorities would over react to this 
transgression. 

S A 

Too C lose, Ducky! 
Q Smart Alec, if I buy a Rubber Duck 
antenna and connect itto th e rig with 
an elbow connecto r to the socket at 
the back of the set. will it 

a) be too near t o the set and 
therefore dangerous? 

b) ca n t he set be operat ed in the 
car with the antenna still in the sam e 
po sition? 

Thanks fo r the ace m agaz ine, I 
find everything in it of great interest. 

A Thank you for the kind words, S. 
Crockford. Enough of this fla ttery on 
with the questions - and ansV-:ers. 
There is not going to be any damage 
because of the proximity of the 
antenna to the rig but the set-up will 
be very inefficient. This is because the 

Rubber Duck is not the best antenna 
design, aeriels should be where 
pOSSible outside and the increased 
possibility of a bad match between the 
r~g and.antenna. An S WR meter kept in 
Ime will help monitor this. The other 
possibilit y, without trying to sound 
too alarmist. is that since the 
'radiation' from the antenna will be 
inside and may be very near people 
(which. incidentally, will also absorb 
t,!e signal) and anyone with something 
like a heart pacemaker may be at risk. I 
realise this is an outside chance but I 
ought to mention it. 
. A s for as operating with this set up 
m a car, the same things apply - only 
worse. It will be even more inefficient 
in a tin case as the metal body work of 
the car will attenuate the signal and 
there is the same possibility of a bad 
match and SWR. All in all, this is not 
recommended as a good way to run a 
station. 
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Travellin' Man 
A. F. Brown ofFrinton·on-Sea in Essex 
has got a very unusual problem to cope 
with. 

Q I have a Morris 1000 Traveller 
which is a positive ea rth . Having 
tried three different rigs in it, I get the 
same result - NOISE. when the 
engine is running. To block out the 
background noise the squelch has to 
set about threequarters of th e way 
round. The noise is also transmitted 
to a lesser extent. I have supressed 
the coil , dynamo and H.T. leads with 
no effect. 

Could it be the ground plane i .e. 
screening of the twig cable being to a 
positive charged car body? Should I 
earth the rig casing? 

The same gear fitted to my wife's 
Mini works fine. 

A It's a good job you mentioned your 
car, or otherwise I would have only 
been able to make the standard 
suggestions for curing the noise. 
However if my car construction 
know/edge is correct, the Traveller is 
coachbuilt with separate steel panels 
joined to a wooden frame. Therefore 
the steel shell isn't continuous and the 
the only earth is the bulkhead of the 
engine and chassis. 

You need to run earth lines to the 
roof panels, all rear body panels, the 
bonnet and possibly the doors, using a 
decent guage wire. Hopefully this 
should cure the problem! 

SA 

Three Of A Kind 
These next three probl ems have a lot 
in common and the answer is intended 
as general advice for any breaker who 
experiences the same t hing. 

Q I have a G.A.P. half wave antenna 
and I seem to have an SWR problem .. 
I have to SWR the antenna quite 
frequently I don't know if it is 
working itself loose in the wind or 
something similar. Can you help? 

Q I ' ve had my Electronica Mark 2 up 
two days . It was all well and good 
until it got windy - or w et , then the 
needle only r ig and SWR meter 
would go loopy with the reflected 
power as high as the forward. 
Received signals would go down at 
the sam e time. 

All the joints seem solid and 
silicone rubber sea led. I m ade su re 
that the antenna was a sturdy one as I 
have had similar problems before. 
Why do none of my aerials work? 

Q When I got my rig , my Dad helped 
me set it up. We had great trouble 
getting a good SWR on a mobile rig 
so we bought a base antenna. This 
had a good SWR reading straight 
away. But now the SWR keep rising 
and we are constantly adjusting the 
antenna, although there doesn ' t 
seem to be anything wrong with it. Is 
it the SWR meter? 
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A If you come up against this problem 
there are some basic checks to m ake 
before you assume that there is 
something seriousl y amiss; 

plugs, connectors and connections 
- undo and check soldering on antenna 
leads and connections and patch 
leads. When reconnecting, ensure 
that the plugs are fully pushed home 
and tightly done up. 

check the weatherproofing and 
protection on the antenna, check the 
condition of the co-ax. If water has got 
into the co-ax through a poor 
connection or nick in the casing, the 
co-ax will be useless. 

borrow a friend's SWR meter and 
confirm the readings that you are 
getting from your own. It's possible 
that your meter has sustained some 
damage that isn't obvious and is giving 
you totally false readings. 

You must expect to check and 
possibly retune an antenna at regular 
intervals. When something is exposed 
to the elements for long periods of time 
it is not surprising that it should 
sometimes deteriorate. 

SA 

Ill-gotten Gain 
Q I was wondering if you could help 
m e with one particular problem, 
Reading through CB magazines and 
books I have come across the mystic 
word ' gain' , I understand that gain is 
an increase in RF power. but I am 
confused by the limit, if there is one, 
imposed by the government, If so, 
what is it? The Moonraker AK1 000 
for example has a 3dB gain and 
according to a certain book, that is an 
apparent doubling of power. If a rig 
runs 4 Watt s output, then the 
AK1000 increases this to 8 W atts. 
The manufactuers say this antenna is 
legal - surely with 8 Watts this 
cannot be? 

A Well. C. P. Mayo from Brentwood. 
we need to sort out a few basic 
definitions here. 'Gain' is simply 
'amplification' so RF gain is a type of 
'volume' control in the rig which 
amplifies the received signal from the 
antenna. There is no Government 
legislation on this contro l or figure. 

The Government in an attempt to 
restrict the efficiency of antennas and 

therefore the 'interference potential' 
specified base loaded antennas with a 
limited whip length. Their reasoning 
was that with a transciever output of4 
Watts the e.r.p. (effective radiated 
power - the amount of power actually 
transmistted after taking into account 
losses from transmitter inefficiency, 
connections and cable) will be about 2 
Watts. The 3dB gain of the antenna is, 
in effect doubling the e.r.p. It doesn't 
increase the power of the rig, just the 
ability of the antenna to radiate more 
power sideways instead of straight up. 

Therefore the legal restriction on 
transmitter power output are not 
infringed at all. The antenna doesn't 
actually break any regulations either, 
although it goes against the 
Governments in tentions. But that isn't 
a crime - yet! 

SA 

Standing Wave 
Peter Webster has an unusual 
solut ion to his SWR problem. 
Q I have a Commtron 40F and a 4 ' 
Firestik in my room and to get the 
SWR down without trimming the 
twig, I twist and move the co-ax . Like 
this I have got an SWR of 1 :1 .5 -
will this damage the rig? 

A The 1:1.5 match between the 
antenna and rig won't damage the rig, 
if that's what you mean. Anything 
below 1:3 is 'safe'. What worries me, 
though is that this isn't a true reading 
but a freak result caused by the black 
magic of co-ax jiggling and that the 
true reading may be far higher. 

I think it is a far more likely 
possibility that by co-incidence you 
have 'twisted' the co-ax into such a 
position that it is acting as a freak 
ground plane. I'm wary of saying any 
more as this is a bit outside my 
experience and without actually 
seeing the set up it's difficult to 
comment any futher. I'm inclined to 
say that if you are getting good results 
then OK 

SA 

Problems should be sent to 
CB 0 & A, Citizens' Band 
145 Charing Cross Road 

London WC2H OEE 
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ES 880 Echo Chamber 
Sole Importers and 

Distributors 

Quality Power Supplies 
and Linears 
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NOW IN STOCK 

Extensive ranges of CB equipment in stock at the best prices for you! 

RING NOW FOR OUR SECURICOR DELIVERY DETAILS! I 
STRICTLY TRADE ONL yl 
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Feature 

Sue Sharp takes a 
look at the world of 
short wave listening 

and international radio 

12 

F
or many people there is a 
particular fascination in 
listening to radio trans­
missions that have travelled 
hundreds or thousands of 
miles. especially if they 

originate from another country. 
Listeners are immediately whisked 
away from their own mundane 
surroundings to the home of the 
broadcast and its unfamiliar and exotic 
surroundings. 

For some, particularly those who 
enjoy transmitting. this enjoyment of 
short wave listening is difficult to 
understand and it's easy to regard it as 
a 'passive' interest in radio. Short 
wave listeners (SWL) would be quick 
to deny this. as ifs not only escapism 
that motivates them, but technical 
knowledge. practical ability and great 
pride in their radio equipment. 

Why Short Wave? 
Quite simply, the technical 
characteristics of short wave are such 

that signals will travel a great distance 
and stay ' receivable ' thousands of 
miles away. This means that signals 
from short wave broadcast stations 
and amateur radio transmissions can 
be received by radio equipment many 
miles from its intended audience or 
recipient (although, of course, short 
wave is deliberately used for 
international coverage). 

Not all long distance listeners 
restrict themselves to short wave -
there are many who also listen to 
medium wave broadcast bands from 
abroad, tune into OX television and the 
range of amateur radio frequencies at 
home and abroad. 

It doesn't cost anything to be a OX 
listener, as the radio receiving licence 
was abolished some years ago when it 
was combined with the television 
licence. Many listeners join the Radio 
Society of Great Britain, as apart from 
the normal benefits of subscription to 
RadComm. technical advice and 
support, discount on publications, etc., 
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membership includes use of the QSL 
bureau (more of this later) and a BRS 
(British Receiving Station) number 
which can be used for reception 
reports. etc. This number is unique to 
the individual and will not be reissued, 
even if the holder discontinues his 
hobby or goes on to become a licensed 
user. Strictly speaking, the number is 
allocated for administration purposes 
but many listeners use it as a 
recognition and identification number. 

Broadcast Stations 
Short wave listeners can be 
overwhelmed with the number of 
stations that broadcast in the 2300kHz 
region and many concentrate their 
efforts on stations in individual 

frequency bands, countries or other 
such qualifying factors . 

Obviously many of the stations are 
broadcasting to their own national 
listeners but there are services like the 
BBC World Service, the Voice of 
America and Communist bloc stations 
that broadcast internationally for 
information, political or propaganda 
purposes. 

These stations can be particu larly 
interesting to li sten to. especially as 
they can give quite different political 
interpretations of the same event! 

Almost all stations are pleased to 
receive reception reports from 
international listeners. as this is 
positive proof that their transmissions 
are being received and are up to 
standard. Reception reports are 
usually replied to with a confirmation 
but to ensure this, it is necessary to 
send as complete a report as possible. 
giving details o f time . date. 
frequencies, music or programme 
heard. station identification and 
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details on programming, if available. 
Some countries also do specific 

OX Programmes for enthusiasts and 
there are also clubs and newsletters 
for the socially minded. 

For those who want more 
information, especially on identifica­
tions of stations and an up-to-date 
view of the world radio scene. the 
World Radio and TV Handbook cannot 
be too strongly recommended. This 
directory of international radio and 
television runs to several hundred 
pages and is the 'Bible' for broadcast 
SWL's. 

Listening to Amateur Radio 
Lots of listeners who specialise in 
listening to British and international 

amate ur radio transmissions 
concentrate on working for particular 
awa rds or listening to and identifying 
rare or unusual stations. These SWL's 
also send reception reports - more 
usually in the form of QSL cards. also 
con firming date. t ime. frequencies 
and. sometimes. details of the 
transmission to help verification . 
These usually prompt a return QSL 
from the operators involved. 

There are a vast number of awards 
avai lable from the various national 
radio organisations for specia l 
achievements in receiving (with 
confirmation) ama t e ur rad io 
transmission in speci fic areas or 
countries. These are listed by country 
and a typical entry is shown on the 
right. 

There are a number of British 
awa rds, including special SW awards, 
like the OX listeners' century award 
which is given for con firmation of 
OSL's from 100 cou ntries in the RSGB 
countries list. More information can be 

obtained from the RSGB publication, 
Amateur Radio Awards. 

SWL's and OX listeners often have 
their own QSL cards for sending 
reception reports to amateur radio 
operators or station managers. This 
can be a very expensive business -
not only in printing costs but in mailing 
out to the various recipients. The 
RSGB, in common with many other 
national radio societies, runs a QSL 
bureau (free to its members) which wil 
will forward batches of cards to the 
QSL bureau managers of other 
countries. who in turn forward cards 
on to individuals. This obviously not the 
quickest way of mailing cards but is 
often the cheapest. Unfortunately. 
reception reports to short wave broad­
cast stations cannot be sent by this 
method. 

Equipment 
For many people. their introduction to 
other areas of radio is through tuning 
around the frequencies on their 
domestic radio. Quite often this will 
pick up tantalizing glimpses of foreign 
stations and a whole world of 
broadcasting beyond Radio 1. 
Unfortunately, it's unlikely that it will 
do more than pick up glimpses! 
For somebody showing serious interest 
in short wave and OX listen ing there 
are three alternatives : 
1) To buy a sophisticated version of 

the domestic radio, which covers a 
broader range of frequencies. 
These are available from well ­
recognized names in consumer 
electronics such as Philips. Sony. 
Grundig, etc, and cost between 

A typicallilting from the Amateur Radio 
awards, an RSGB publication. 

Belgium 

WABPAWARO 
Gene,el 
1. The eward is available to lieensed ameteurs and swts. 
2. There Is no date limit. 
3. 00 not send aSL eard •. A list showing full details 01 

the contacts should be certified by the awerds man· 
ager of I nallonal society. 

4. Any bands and modas may be used. 
5. The fee lot Ihe award is five Ires. 
6. The address for epplicllions Is: 

Requirements 

ON5TO, 
UBA Awards Manager, 
PO Box 634, 
Brussels, Belgium. 

Confirmed conllelS are ,equired with each 01 Ihe nine 
provinces on two binds. 

PROVINCES FOR WA8P AWARD 
WV W." FI.no·... LX lu •• mbou,g 
OV ellt FI.nd... NR N, ...... , 
AN Antwerp HT H.ln.ut 
lM lI mburg BT 8"b,nt 
lG Lfeg, 

PA. / 
;, 

" - ... DL 

~.C"" 
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£50 and £400. Ifs perhaps unfair 
to c lass the Grundig Satellit range 
in th is category; part icul arly the 
3400 model as it costs arou nd 
£400 and it doesn't bea r much 
resemblance to myoid tra nny at 
all ! 

These sets have the advantage 
of being more stream lined and are 
more 'presentable' to have sitting 
on a sideboard or table. However, 
a l t h o u g h these l ow -priced 
rece ivers are a good introduction 
to the novice, they have two ma in 
disadvantages: 
(a) the cheaper ones don't have 

the very specia lized short 
wave ci rcui t ry for very precise 
tuning and reception and 

(b) there isn't usual ly a provision 
for a separate antenna 
connect ion. This can be an 
important point as, obviously, 
a good antenna is one of the 
main components for good 
reception and the combi na­
tion of a cheap receiver and a 
good antenna can equa l th e 
performance of a much more 
expensive receiver. 

need plenty of space - besides 
not being very attractive to look at. 
They do represent good value for 
money though and there are st ill 
spares and replacement parts 
ava ilable. 

More modern second-hand 
equipme nt, li ke the Yaesu FRG 7, 
can be picked up for about £150. 

This is a good start ing place for 
the very interested listener on a 
restricted budget. 

3) The th ird alternat ive is a full­
blown comm unications rece iver 
with one of the famous amateur 
radio names, like leom, Trio, etc. 
These are very expensive and if 
you are hoping to go on to be a 
li cenced amateur they don't 
necessarily represent best va lu e 
fo r money, as the receiver on its 
own cou ld cost between £300-
£800 and the complete transceiver 
only another £200 or more. 

Altho ugh expe nsive, don't be 
misled into thinking they are not worth 
the extra money, as the old adage "you 
gets what you pays for" usual ly holds 
good for electronics and th is sort of 
equipment is usua lly the long-term 

The Grundig Satellit 1400. Digital frequency readoutand covers 1.6 to 28 MHz. Approx 
£250. 
2) There is quite a se lection of 

second-hand equipment. ra nging 
from army su rplus to more recent 
equipment that the o ri gina l 
pu rchaser has replaced. 

t4 

Some of the early military 
equipment, li ke the AR88, can be 
picked up from £40 upwards, as 
can other we ll recog nised 'abbrev ­
iations· like the RA17, the CR100 
and the PCR3. These are very 
cumbersome though and wi ll 

ambiti on of many short wave listeners. 
It is designed and manufactured to a 
high standard and is intended to pick 
up those frustrating ly-weak sig nals. 

There is in fact a fourth alternative 
and thi s is to build a short-wave 
receiver. There are many good, simple 
receive r designs and th is wou ld also 
give the constructor an insight into 
how a receiver works and it 's 
capabilities. Th e individua l 
components cou ld cost about £20 in 

- -
The Philips 02924 costs under £100 and has six 
memory buttons for stored frequencies. 

tota l for a set that would cost at least 
£ 100 in the shops - even though it 
might not look so smart. 

It must be emphasized that the 
antenna can make or break the 
system. A long length of w ire down the 
garden wi th a good earth wi ll give 
better results than a te lescop ic 
antenna on most sets. 

Where To Go 
The RSGB (cu rrent membership costs 
£14.50 annua ll y) ca ters for th e 
interests of all radio enthu siasts and 
wi ll usua lly readily offer he lp to the 
short wave or OX listener. It wi ll 
advise on technical matters and can 
invariably put you in touch with 
someone or a publication who can 
offer futher help if required. 

Eq ui pment hunting can be 
approached in several different ways. 
New equ ipm ent at the lower end of the 
scale can either be found in large 
electri ca l stores or traced through the 
appropri ate compa ny's cata logue. 

Secondhand equipment can be 
obta ined through ama teur rad io 
shops, the classified columns of radio 
and electroni cs magazines, rad io club 
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'swap shops' or eq u iva lent or, 
occasionally, through publications l ike 
Exchange and Mart. New equ ipment is 
always lavishly adverti sed in amateur 
radio publications and, of cou rse, 
amateur radio shops have a range 
on display or to order. 

Reading electron ics or r ad io 
publications is usuall y very helpful, 
e ither for equ ipment or c ircui t designs 
and because they feature broadcast 
recept ion columns for SWL's, giving 
forecasts on expected recepti on 
conditions for the rare-station-chaser. 

Useful Addresses And 
Further Information 
The World Radio TV Handbook is 
published by Billboard Ltd .. wi th a 
Danish editor and edi torial address. It 
can be purchased from the RSGB and 
some other booksellers - the 1982 
edition cost £9.95. Not cheap but 
invaluab le . The Amateur Radio 
Awards handbook is published by and 
obtainable from the RSGB also. 

The RSGB has moved address and 
can now be reached at Alma Hou se, 
Cranbourne Road, Potters Bar, Herts, 
EN6 3JW. 

Th ere is a range of publications for 
the amateur radio user that contain 
useful information fo r the listener. 
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Pa st editions of Ham Radio Today (a 
sister publication to Citizens' Band) 
have featured arti c l es on th e 
mechanics of both HF and VHF 
propagation and the December issue 
had an in-depth look at OX propagation 
on the lower shortwave freque ncies. 
RadComm, published by the RSGB, 
and Practical Wi reless also have 
art icles on expected rad io cond itions, 
broadcast bands and the princip les of 
reception and anten na design. All 
these publications w ill also have 
information on equipmen t for sa le. 

Th e World Radio TV Handbook has 
listings for OX cl ubs and associations 
covering the wor ld. Useful British 
addresses are: 

Th e European DX Council, P.O. Box 

4, St. Ives, Huntingdon, PE17 4FT. Thi s 
is the umbrella orga nisation for OX 
clubs throughout Europe, publishes a 
newsletter and holds annual 
conferences. 

The British DX Club (BDXC-G 8) of 
55 Boundary Road, Worth ing, Su ssex, 
BN11 4i..L, has an international as well 
as British membership and publishes 
'Communication ' monthly. 

The OX Association of Great Britain 
can be contacted at Five Acres, 
Whited itch Lane, Newport, Saffron 
Walden, Essex, CB 11 3UD, the 
Medium Wave Ci rcle at 7 The Aven ue, 
York, Y03 6AS and the World DX Club 
at 17 Motsp ur Drive, Northampton, 
NN2 6L Y. Thi s last group publishes 
'Contact ' monthly. 

The Trio R600 covers 150 KHz to 30 MHz in 30 bands. and has two built -in IF filters . 
Cost about £290. 

~ 
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• Bleed-over virtually eliminated for most situations­
SOdB (typical 1 OOdB) adjacent carrier rejection • Crystal 

clear modulation • Instant return to breaking channel 

Mic control automatically searches 
for busy or free channel 

• Beautifully styled • British designed and tested in 
British conditions • Guaranteed for 12 months 

What CB Magazine said in April •. • 
All in all, we have to say that this is the best rig we have 
tested to date. 

At no time during testing was there the slightest 
evidence of swamping, blocking, cross-modulation, 
bleed-over in spite of 4 giant twigs within a 200 yard 
radius. 

The transmitted audio quality was excellent, 
crystal clear with real punch to it making any sort of 
power or processor mike totally unnecessary. 

Inside, you will fjnd the kind of construction 
normally found in computers and professional 
equipment. A marked contrast to imported rigs. 

The performance has been a revelation compared 
to anything we have seen before, and what's more it's 
BRITISH' 

... and inJune. 
The technical performance is unimpeachable, with an 
exceptionally high degree of immunity to bleed·over. 

The designers of the Magpie Autoscan 5000 have 
got it right and during our tests we could detect no 
signs of desensing, bleed-over or any other 
misbehaviour despite severe provocation. 

Send now for FREE colour brochure. 
or TELEPHONE 0264 58442 
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From the mailbag 
J.w. from Sheffield 
" ... 1 must congratulate you on your Magpie. I did not 
think it possible to obtain anything of this standard_ 
It has cut out bleed-over which here in Sheffield is one 
big problem __ ." 

SAM. from Suffolk 
" ... My son brought an Autoscan 5000 for me to try ._ 
Breakers came in from all over the place and 
remarked on the 100% clear modulation. How soon 
can you let me have one? .. " 

~g~ie Electronics Ltd. 
P.O. Box 35, Andover, Hants SPl 0 2LG 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 



Marathon copies have 
fast become one of 
the biggest charity 

fund raisers in the CB 
field. 
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M 
any clubs and groups of 
breakers are ra is ing 
large sums of money for 
different ca u ses by 
marath ons or sponsored 
'modu lations'. They are 

justi fi ably proud of their efforts, as 
these events take a lot of organising, 
but often the participants are unsure 
of how long they have to go on before 
they beat any previou s record 
attempts. 

Both clubs and Citizens' Band 
magazine have contacted Guinness 
Superlatives to enqu ire about an 
entry in a forthcoming Guinness Book 
of Records. The publishers are keen to 
list a CB record but feel that until there 
are wide ly agreed ground rules and 
suff icien t verification material to 
ensu re accuracy, they can't do a lot 
about it. And, as they admit with great 
honesty, they know nothing about CB 
so they aren't in a posit ion to verify any 
record attempt. 

There are two types of ma rathon 
event. The first is an endurance event 
- simply, to do the longest event of 
it's type. The second is try for the most 
copies within a specified time. Either 
of these can give an aggregate score, 
e.g. 30 an hour. Both types ca n be 
done by individuals or relay teams, 
although this wi ll obviously give 
different fina l resu lts. 

It rema ins to be seen which type 
establishes itself as the standard, 
although I think it's l ikely that the 
end urance record set by a team will be 
the most popu lar. 

In an attempt to get a recognised 
and accepted standard we'd like to 
hear from clubs or groups of breakers 
that have taken part i n a 
r ecordbreak ing or sponsored 
marathon, with a view to establishing 
some ground ru les and an entry in 
the Guinness Book of Records. 

To sta rt things off, Tim Beaumont 
of Kenilworth in Warwickshire and 
five friends held a sponso red 
endurance modulation, which 
resulted in a 168 hour modulat ion and 
£308 raised for a local mini bus 
appeal. Copies came from as far afield 
as Scotland, Kent and South Wales. 
We'd like to hear from anyone that has 
done better than that. Be warned - if 
we don't hear anything, we wi ll be 
te lli ng Guinness Superlatives that, as 
far as we are concerned, that's th e 
record. 

Some Rules 

Two sets of rules, or suggest ions 
rea lly, one from us and one from 
Guinness. 

The editori al staff at Guinness 
point out: 

(a) Organisers of any event wh ich 
involves long periods without sleep 
should seek medical advice before and 
during the event. 

(b) Records that are qua lified by 
age or a sim ilar factor are not really 
su itable for a general reference book 
like the Guinness Book of Records. 

(c) Peop le hoping to claim a record 
should send independent evidence 
(that's where Citizens' Band comes in) 
of their efforts. This could include local 
or national newspaper cutti ngs, TV 
coverage reports or similar media 
reports. 

(d) It is very important that there is 
signed authenticat ion by independent 
adult witnesses or representatives of 
organisations of standing in their 
community. Signed logs books shou ld 
show constant su rvei llance of the 
events. 

(e) Five minutes rest period must be 
permitted after each hour, even in 
'non -stop' marathon events. These 
rest periods can be 'saved up' to give, 
fo r example, a fifteen minute break 
after three hours. 

Citizens' Band magazine also 
suggests that: 

(1) Su itab le authenticat ion could 
be given by club committee members, 
the chairman of local monitoring 
services, people associated with the 
charity concerned if it is a cha ri table 
event or members of local Round 
Table clubs etc. 

(2) Numbers of copies are not 
boosted by repeati ng contacts with the 
same individua l. 

(3) That very young breakers are 
not involved, particu larl y in endurance 
events. 

(4) That operating and procedural 
ru les are sorted out in detail and 
agreed with those participating well in 
advance of the eve nt. 

We wou Id be pleased to recieve 
copies of rules already drawn up by 
clubs for similar events. 

So, send in your details and let's 
get something in the next edition of the 
Guinness Book of Records. 

CB 
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Gamma Aerial Products Ltd. 
Manufacturers of amateur radio and C.B. antennas 

MONARCH WORKS, BA LDS LANE, LYE, WEST MIDLANDS 

Tel: LYE 891132/891474 

The G.A.P. LDFTY™ 
LEGAL HOMEBA8E ANTENNA 

With Fitting Kit For Loft 
And Mast 

ASK AT YOUR LOCAL C.B. STOCKIST 

USE IT 

On a mast 
In the loft 
On the chimney 

~;;,n, the bedroom 
Or just about anywhere 

Unique, Compact 
Radial .c;:v ... t .. ~ 

R.R.R 
£19- 95 

IComDletely 

80239 
Coax 
Fitt 
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Win a Uniace 100 in 
this free to enter 

competition 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 

Going by the amount of answers we had to the Mustang competit ion , you 
all enjoy turning your talents to writing captions. So much so that we are 
going to sharpen up your wit after the excesses of the holiday season by 
asking for another one, this time to the photo featuring Polly, below. 

As you can see, Polly is perched comfortably on the shoulder of 
publican Roger Burston (he's got the right name, but actua lly the parrot is 
ca lled Jim) at the Phoenix pub in Chelsea. And, right, you've guessed it, 
we want you to write a witty, apt, pertinent, appropriate etc., etc. and non­
smutty caption to the photo. To cut down the scope a li tt le, what do you 
think the parrot is saying into the microphone which Roger is holding up 
for him? 

Answers, as usua l, on a post card please and include your own name 
and address. It's no good thinking up the funniest caption ever and we 
don't know where to send the prize, is it? Post cards must be received in 
this office by second post, Friday the 20th January. Bribes to the editor 
-either money or crawling comments on the magazine are gratefully 
received but will make no difference whatsoever to the result. 

The rules are below in the smallest type we cou ld find. A free 
magnifying glass wi ll be given away in next month's issuel 

Rules. 
No employees of A,S.P. Lld. are allowed to enter. All entries mUSt arrive by second poSt. Friday 20th January. The edi tor's 

decision is final and no correspondence w ill be entered into. Answers must be on a POSt card or sealed envelope and posted 
10: January Caption Competition, Citizen's 8and, A.S .P. Ltd, 14 5 Chafing Cross Road, London. WC2H OEE. 
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When you live life in the fast lane, you need the LEGAL antenna with the 
super-tough macho looks. 

_ Fibreglass whip encased in 1. 5m of broad-band copper. 
_Individu ned SWR. 

Chl'omle-cllatlld, quick 'I.-turn disconnect for 
inset) . 

-"'=,.._ BIG handling - tested to over 
1 000 watts R. F. power. 

~r~ _ Suitable for all modes - AM , FM, SSB . 
........ _ Rugged construction. 

_ Widest range of colours: 
Clear copper, yellow, black, 
red and royal blue. 

_ Fits any standard 3/8 in. 
UNF mount. 

A real value-for-money 
antenna - just £12.95 

incl. VAT + carriage £3.95; 
and each antenna is 

individually guaranteed. 

Contact us today or ask at your local 
CB stockist. 

THUNDERPOLE ANTENNA U.K. LTD 
(A subsidiary 01 Freeman & Pardoe lid) 

Tything Road, Arden Forest Industrial Estate 
ALCESTER, Warks. 849 6ES . Phone: (0789) 762 673. 

"ORATOR" 
Speech Processor-Echo • Vogad Compressor­
Limlter • Swltchable Roger Bleep • Echo with 

Repeat Feedback 

F.M. A.M. S.S.B. 

ORATOR DLA ...... .... £42.50 + 2.50 D&p 
This att ractively designed instrument houses-slate of the ar( micro 
chip technology to produce a Vogad compressor - limiter, switch­
able Roger Sleep and a variable feedback echo. 11 allows precise 
con trol of the modulation over 60dS in range, to enhance the 
intellig ibility of your speeCh, turns an ordinary dynamic mic into a 
sophisticated power-echo mic. Designed and manufactured in the 
U.K. OX'ers worldwide acclaim ifs performance. 

ORATOR DXA .. . .... .. £24.50 + 2.50 p&p 
As above but without echo facitity. 

SEND CHEQUES, P.O., M.O., GIRO, TO: 

Micro Electronic Systems 
Telephone 0642 829238 

Un1l14, Emerson Street, Mlddlesborough, Cleveland. 

Often copied never equalled 

British Palent App. No. 8304169. 

LONDON ROAD, HACKBRtDGE, SURREY. 647 .. 4758 

MAIN DEALERS FOR : 

Ham International - Zetagl - AKD - Sadelta - Midland 
Grandstand and many more. 

Ham Junbo 11 and Ham Jumbo III - Now In stock I 
Ham Concord 11 and Ham Concord III - Now In slock' 

Turner Expander 500 - Now in stock' 
Grandstand LA83 934 MHZ - Now In stock I 

Cordless Telephones - Now In stockl 

We carry all ranges of base & mobile antennas and mikes. At least 
20 different FM CS's from £24.99 

ALL REPAIRS CARRIED OUT ON PREMISES 
IN OUR WORKSHOP BY SURREY'S LEADING 

TECHNICIAN TlM LE-VINE (UFO-1) 
OPENING HOURS: MON-SAT: 9am.7pm 
SUN: 9am~1pm 

Send large SAE for pflce list & catalogue. 

FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION TEL: 
01·647-4758 

ACCESS BARCLAYCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS 

MhrDELIVERYINTHEUK 
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Filly's family visit 
and have a strange 
effect on the local 

air waves. 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 

I 
was being driven mad a week or 
two ago by a wretched button 
pusher, b locking out my 
favourite channel. I don't know 
why people do it, I've had people 
playing music over the air which 

is irritating enough, but this was just 
silence for minutes on end. A novice 
with mike fright? A pig-headed idiot? 

Not that I'm one to talk, I must 
confess. I caught myself doing it once, 
sitting in a 10 mile tailback on the M 1 
clutching the mike and staring into 
space. I don't know how long I was 
holding the button in, but as it was 
channel 14 I made myself rea lly 
popular, as you can imagine. 

Talking of button pushing, , ,shal l I 
tell you or shan't I? This is one incident 
I much prefer t010rget - I still wake up 
sweating in the middle of the night, 
dreaming of it. One of those occasions 
when you wish for nothing better than 
for a large a nd very deep black hole to 
open up beneath your feet, or your car 
if you happen to be in it, and swa llow 
you up, Whole, 

A few weeks ago, you see, my 
family descended upon us for a short 
stay, one of those litt le trials we all 
have to bear. They're al l right rea lly-I 
suppose - a tr ifle eccentric, perhaps, 
But th is time they rea lly excelled 
themselves. 

My husband had disappeared 
somewhere into the woodwork at first 
sign of the fami ly car, leaving me 
complete ly in the lurch. Within two 
hours, we had exhausted coffee, the 
photograph albums, the cat's health, 
my sister'S unsuitable engagement (to 
a busker), and the state of the garden, 
and were sitting there w ith sickly grins 
wondering what to do next. At which 
point my litt le brother discovered my 
base station in the next room. 

None of them had ever seen a CB 
radio before, so in they all trooped to 
have a look. They gave me a few funny 
looks too -I discovered later that they 
were convinced on,lv American truck 
drivers/ hippies/ drug addicts / down­
{md-outs used the th ings. But after 
they had listened to a few channels for 
a bit , they came to the conclusion that 
it was perfect ly respectable, not to say 
mundane, and seemed to forget al l 
about it. 

Later on, heaven help me, I left 
them alone in the house whi le I 
dashed out in the car to get some milk. 
And then it happened. Waiting at some 
traffic lights, I switched on the rig and 
flicked through the channels and -
was that my father's voice? No, 
cou ldn't be. Cou ld it? I went back to the 
channel. 

"It seemed simple enough when 

she showed us", said my father'S 
unmistakable voice, horribly loud and 
clear. " I can't understand why we 
don't hear anything", Oh no, I thought, 
He's picked up the mike and pressed 
the button. 

"If she can do it, I can", said my 
delightful brother, somewhere in the 
background. There was si lence for a 
moment, and I thought, thank God, 
they've put the mike down, Then I 
heard my mother. "I really don't think 
you should touch it", she said, 
anxiously. "Rubbish, it's not even 
working", said my brother. "Trust her 
to get hooked on something as stupid 
as this. What is it they say? Er -
ca ll ing all good buddies, got yer ears 
on? What a load of old rubbish," 

Sitting there paralyzed, sta r ing in 
horrid fascination at the rig, I became 
aware of a lot of noise, like angry car 
horns heavens, the lights were 
greenl I shot forward, sta ll ed, 
panicked, restarted and headed for 
home. 1'1/ strangle them! I resolved, 
with my bare hands! 

It was like a nightmare. Those 
terrib le voices went on and on. "Why 
should I stop? She'll never know," 

''I'm sure she w il l. and she was 
always an excitab le l ittle thing" (my 
grandmother), 

"Are you quite sure that button is 
safe to press? (my father). 

"Well, it's not doing anything". 
"Yes it is, you little monster!" I 
shrieked at the rig, and grinned feeb ly 
at the passerby who jumped th ree feet, 
nearly throttling her dog. I turned a 
corner, and tore up the hill towards 
home. 

"Anyway, I thought this was 
illegal? Should the naughty girl have 
one at all?" (my grandmother), 

"She'd never do anything il legal", 
(my brother, with contempt), 

"She's far too wet". At which point 
I screeched to a halt, leapt out of the 
Min i, fel l back into the seat, flung off 
the seat belt, raced round to the back 
door, tripped over the cat, dropped the 
milk, burst into the front room like an 
avenging Fury - only to find them all 
sitting innocently watch ing thetel ly as 
though they'd never heard of Citizens 
Band Radio, 

And to this day they will not believe 
that they cou ld have been heard 
argu ing and bickering for miles 
around. Simply will not believe that 
mere ly pushing that button had 
allowed them to transmit ("yes, dear, 
but we weren't speaking the right 
language, surely?"). 

And you can stop laughing, it could 
happen to you. It's like they say - you 
can choose your friends. 
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THE G.A.P. 
AVENGER 

Legal homebase 
Antenna 

"The legal antenna that 
th inks it 's a 112 wave" 

The AVENGER will solve 
ALL your problemsl 

We have taken a base 
loaded legal radiator with 
a single "ground plane" 
threaded with coaxial 
cable through the "g rouns 
plane" and finally 
supported the antenna at 
it 's base rather than at it's 
centre. 

T his gives us a new legal 
configuration that is 
bound to be accepted by 
a ll Breakers. 

The AVENGER is easy 
to fix, on a wall bracket 
or mast top. 

• No ugly mu ltiple ground 
plane radials. 

Cleverly end supported 
giving additional height. 

Minimum line current 
due to shielding of coax 
in the "ground plane". 

Impedance ... 50 ohms. 

Could this be the ultimate 
in LEGAL antennas?? . 
We think sOli 

1983 Gamma Aerial 
Products Limited. 

Gamma 
Aerial 

Products 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

AMATEUR RADIO 
.. CB ANTENNAS 

LYE, WEST MIDLANDS 

TRADE ENQUIRIES 

2.57 Metres 
'Ground 

Plane" 

Cable 

Supplied 

1.5 Metres 
Radiator 

Feed 

Point 

HAM INTERNATIONAL MAIN DEALER 
FOR SOUTH WALES 

CBT 1 Prince of Wales Rd., 
Swansea 

(0792) 463821 

Ham Relax Power Mike ............... ... . ................... £14.99 (B) 
Ham 2328 Processor Base Mike ...... . ...... " .. , .... . .. . £34.99 (O) 
Ham 232DX Processor 8ase Mike ... .................... £39.99 (0) 
Ham Antenna Matcher with through switch .......... ,' £1 0.99 lCJ 
Set Brackets (will fit York , Roter etc) ............ .. . ........ £3.99 CA) 
Ham Bracket Screw (will fit York, Roler ete) ..... each £1.00 (A) 
Ham 6·9 amp Power Supply ............................ ... £34.99 (E) 
Ham 10·12 amp Power Supply ............................ £49.99 (E) 
Ham Thunderbird Base Ant 5/8 wave .... ...... .... . .. .. £26.95 (E) 
Karn Hypower Thunderbird 5/8 wave .... .. ... .......... £34.95 (E) 
Ham Big Mac Base Ani 718 Wave ...................... . £79.95 (E) 
Ham Frequency Coun ter plugs into Ham models .... £45.00 (C) 
Ham Viking 80 AM/FM (plus U.K.F.M.) ................... £79.99 (E) 
Ham Puma 120 AM / FM (plus U.K.F.M.) .................. £99.99 (E) 
Trislar 777 120 channel AM/ FM /SSB ........... £149.95 (E) 
Ham extension speaker with filter ........................... £7.25 (8) 
Ham Hand book ................................. £3.00 (A) 
Ham Multimode 11 Front Fascia .............................. £8.00 (B) 
Ham Concorde It Front Fascia ............................... £8.00 (B) 
Ham Service Manuals (slate model) ....................... £6.00 (B) 
Ham replacement mike (as originally supplied by Ham)£6.99 (B) 
Ham LA 120 100 wall am/fm - 200 wall 5sb variable 

with preamp ........ " ........................................ £129.95 (E) 
Ham LA 60;)0 watt am/ lm - 100 watt ssb variable 

wilh preamp .......... .. ...................................... £79.95 (E) 
SElF reverberator RA 201 ................................... £34.95 (0) 
Cobra 148 GTLOX Service ManuaL ........................ £6.00 (S) 

POSTAGE RATES: (A) sop (BI £1 (C) £1.50 (D) £2.50 (El £5.00 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 

To obtain our catalogue on HAM Internat ional equipment. send 
£1.50 to C.S.T., 1 Prince of Wales Road, Swansea. Catalogue 
conlains Ihe MM III CONCORDE II I & JUMBO III (1983 models) 

ACCESS AND BARCLA YCARD ACCEPTED 

Saucy Nancy does it 
anywhere with a 

WESTWARD PT! 
• Internal maintenance­
free rechargeable battery. 
up to three working days' 
use on high power. 
• Internal protected 13.8V 
mains- regulated Dower 
supply. 
• Internal battery charger 
(fully charged in 5 hours). 
• Quick-release car moun­
ting bracket. 
• PL259 aerial socket. rub· 
ber duck antenna, shoulder 
strap, mains lead, etc. 
• 4·watt. 40ch, UK spec. 
for use as home base, 
mobile and portable. 

EXTRAS INCLUDE: Craftsman made leather case, 
stai nless steel whip for max. performance and special mag. 
mount for Westward Antennas. 

For further details, SAE 
Westward Electronics 

The Mill House, Tuckenhay, Totnes, 
Devon TQ9 7EL Tel: 0804 336 
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Feature 

Those of us who live 
in built-up areas forget 

what CB can be like 
for those who live in 

more rural 
surroundings. Here's a 

reminder from the 
Shetland Isles. 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 

S
hetland is usually shown on 
maps floating in a box off the 
East Coast of Scotland . This 
causes some confusion over 
its rea l position. Lerwick, 
the main town, is acuta lly 

220 miles NNE of Aberdeen and the 
same distance from Bergen. The 16 
major islands of the group cover an 
area of 540 square miles and support a 
popu lat ion of approximately 23,000. 
Four of the islands are connected to 
the Shet land main land by road 
br idges, the rest rely on the Councils 
inter- island fer ri es or on Loganairs 
interna l ai r service. In this isolated 
community Citizens Band has become 
an invaluable communication aid. 

In the old AM days CB was a toy 
wit h a bad reputation and the 
increasing use of dreadful American 
jargon did nothing to improve the 
situation, but it was fun being a 'pirate' 
and there were a great many people 
using the frequency. A Home Office 
ra id in 1981, which resulted in several 
prosecutions, qu ickly coo led the 

excitement however and although the 
fine for those who pleaded guilty was 
only £10 the majorit y of AM rigs were 
safely hidden away, never again to see 
the light of day. 

Eve r yone l ooked towards 
No vember 1981 with some 
excitement, for at last our hobby would 
be lega l. but also with some 
disappointment for CB magazines 
reported that 4W FM CB would be 
"useless, unattractive and expensive" 
(Breaker, Oct. 81) with local 
transmitting ranges of about 5 miles 
and DXing being impossible. How 
wrong th ey werel 25 miles mobile to 
mobile is easily accomplished and as 
fo r DXing, well the loca l record is 1800 
miles! 

As the usefulness of CB becomes 
more apparent the number of users 
increases and the social stigma 
previously attached to its use has now 
complete ly disappeared. 

On these isolated and rural islands, 
where ones nearest neighbour may be 
several mile away and where one can 
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travel great distances without meeting 
anoth e r veh i c l e a n i nstant 
communications system like CB can 
be quite a comfort. 

Comforting, too, for the many 
wives whose husba nds are away 
fishing. Many fi shing boats now have 
CB's fitted alongside their marine VHF 
radios in order that they ca n chat to 
their famili es on shore. A lthough CB is 
no substitute for marin e radio many 
small boat owners have realised that 
CS is better than nothing and that it is 
a reasonably cheap method of keeping 
in touch w ith home and quite a few of 
the boats that ca n be seen bobbing 
along on a calm summers evening w ill 
be sporting CS antennas. 

Crofters carry hand-held CB's to 
co-ordin ate their sheep gathering out 
on th e hill s; on one of the islands 
the mobi le shop has a CB fitted; a plant 
hire firm has insta lled CB's in it 
excavators: many of the local taxis use 
CB; even the Shetland Islands Cou ncil 
has provided CS's in some of its more 
remotely situated vehicles. 

The first thing you wou ld notice 
about Shetland CB is th at it is very 
quiet. W e do not have an endless 
stream of call s on Channel 14. One 
call every 5 minutes or so would be 
seen as an extremely busy time. This 
may sound rather boring to those w ho 
are used to the babble of a big city but a 
sea rch through the channe ls wil l 
usually find two or three in use at most 
t ime of the day - from 6am through to 
2am the following day. How do they 
get together w ithout going through 
channel 147 Well, the system that 
seems to have evolved here is that 
groups of friends, housewives, truck­
drivers etc. have chosen their own 
chan nel to monitor and a ca ll on one of 
these wi ll usually find someone to chat 
with. 

Secondly, Sheland CBers are very 
polite, but th en there aren't a great 
many of us so I suppose we ca n afford 
t o be. Thi s is especially noticable 
during DXing. A Shetland breaker will 
always ask if someone is using a 
particular cha nnel before making a 
ca ll and if there is then the enqu irer 
will move away. One person per 
channe l during OX is the rule. On the 
UK mainland I presume that everybody 
must be competing for airspace and 
that even for loca l copys amplifiers and 
illega l antennas are being used. Here 
in Shetland here is no need for such 
things. A base loaded 1.5m antenn a 
and a 4w rig is quite sufficient for most 
requirements. 

A local firm uses CB in its excavators. 

A REACT organiser made a brief 
appearance on the airwaves a couple of 
years ago, but no Interest was shown 
in thi s whatsoever and after a few 
weekly weather reports he was never 
heard from aga in. This was hardly 
surprising. The thought of paying for 
the privi lege of li stening to a 
permanetly quiet channel does not 
appea l to anyone. The Police, Fire and 
Ambulance services here are wel l 
enough equipped to deal with any 
potential emergencies and certainly 
do not require any interference from a 
'para-medic' organisation. It has been 
suggested to the loca l Police that they 
shou ld install a base station at their 
Lerwick HQ. The Pol ice station is 
manned 24 hours a day so having a CB 
permanently tun ed to channel 9 on the 
off-chance that a call might come 
through would be no hardship. If an 
emergency did arise I th ink most 
people would probably shout on 14 
anyway. 

You can be a long way from your neighbour in the Shetlands. 
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Severa l attempts were made to 
form CB clubs prior to 1982 but lack of 
organisation led to their ea rl y decli ne 
and eventual disappearance. During 
the first few months of 1982 the Lima 
Charlie OX Group was formed. Th is 
was limited to Shetland Is lands 
Counci l employees to simplify such 
organisat ional problems but it s 
obvious success and the success of 
two futher radio clubs - the Yell Radi o 
Cl ub and 60° North Breakers -
showed th at a club was badly needed 
by CBers on the mainland of Shetl and 
and th is led to the formation of the 
V iki ng Radio DX & QSL Club. 80 

peopl e joi ned within the first four 
weeks and, since offering membership 
to CBers world-wide membersh ip has 
jumped to almost 400 and it has 
gained a very good reputat ion. 

Obviously CB has made a great 
impact in Shetland and the pol ite, 
considerate and intelligent use of the 
channels has surpri sed many a visitor 
from the south. 
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Have you ever woken 
up and, even before 

you've got out of bed, 
had an uneasy 

feeling ... 
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D
id you ever have one of 
those days? Mine started 
that morning when my 
twig fell down. 

I was on my way to work, 
earwigging on the one­

nine as usual. Some unmusical moron 
was piping pop music in to the 
channel and a couple of breakers were 
reacting in just the way he wanted 
them to. 

I was just feeling sympathy for the 
breakers and contemptuous pity for 
the wallie when my twig fell across the 
w indscreen and instinctively I 
slammed on the brakes. 

The car coming towards me, not 
seeing the reason for an emergency 
stop, decided to stop also, just in case. 
This caused the lorry behind him to 
bump into his rear. 

There was no damage but as the 
gentle voiced lorry driver opened his 
door to jump down he nearly hit a 
cyclist. 

The cyclist swerved and ran overthe 
lead connecting a pekinese to a lady 
who looked like Giles' grandmother. 
The pekinese bit him and the lady hit 
him on the head with her umbrella. 

A passing poodle added his voice to 
the melee. This startled a cat 
which ran up the nearest tree. 
Unfortunately it wasn't a tree but 
the leg of a man who ejaculated an 

oath which made the lorry driver stop 
and stare. 

The cat continued upthe vicar's leg 
to his shoulders and from there 
jumped over a fence into a front 
garden. 

The owner, who was not a cat 
lover, was just putting out the milk 
bottles, so he threw one at the cat. 

The milk bott le ricocheted off a 
fence post, passed through the open 
back of a milk f loat and into the open 
window of a police car. 

At this point I decided that. like a 
true Englishman I did not want to 
become involved. 

As I drove away the two policemen 
were explaining to a bewildered, 
beturbanned milkman that throwing 
mi lk bottles at the police was not good 
for race relations; the man at the door 
had gone in to make a cup of tea; the 
lorry driver was back in his cab using 
his duplicate key on the tachograph; 
the poodle was disappearing over the 
horizon pursued by the cat; the vicar 
had one trouser leg rolled up and was 
examining the punctures in his leg; the 
cyclist was sitting in the road with his 
chin in his hands, the pekinese was 
sitting in his lap licking his face and the 
lady was still hitting him on the head 
with the remains of her umbrella . 

Life is never dull when you have a 
CB. 
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COMMUNICATION THE 

A 
very happy New Year 
to your all, I sincere ly 
trust you did not suffer 
too much from the 
festivities and it's 
afte r ~ effects, and 

before I forget thanks to al l those of 
you for your Cards and good wishes. of 
course these are heartily reciprocated. 
We all had a great time here, although 
I didn't get that rig our Editor Sue was 
supposed to buy me for Christmas, - it 
was only twelve hundred quid - some 
people are mean aren't they? 

This month is going to be 
someth ing of a hotch·pot of bits and 
pieces as there is quite at lot to 
include. 

Well , it's certa inly take-over time 
by Des Currie Printers. of 89, 
D erwent Street, Con sett, Co. 
Durham DHB BLT, we have had 
literal ly dozens of new CURRIE OSL 
CAR DS arrive th is month, poor old Des 
must be worki ng real hard, hope yo u 
managed to get a short holiday in, Des. 
We are still awaiting news of the first 
w inn ers of the CURRIE COMPETITION. 
D es, President of the GREAT 
BRITISH DX CLUB (ru n from the same 
address) is currently running a super 
competition for the first FIVE OSLers 
who collect 100 different CURRIE 
CARDS, (the prize being a Currie Radio 
Log Book) and if yo u go on to collect 
200 different then you qualify for the 
magnificent prize of 1000 Rainbow 
OSL Ca rds, plus a Jumbo 5000 entry 
Radio Log Book, this appli es to the first 
TWO QSLers to lodge their cards direct 
with Des. Just to rem ind you of the 
simple rules of this Competition, ALL 
cards submitted MUST be from the D. 
CURRIE stable, all must be of different 
designs, and only ONE of each card 
design will be accepted, and NO 
photocopies of cards. CURRIE cards 
with SAMPLE printed on them do NOT 
cou nt, you can easily identify D 
CURRIE OSLs - they have it printed 
on them. There is still time to qualify 
for a super prize, so if you haven't yet 
started a lot of the cards received this 
month can give to a flying start if you 

QSL them. For ease of identification 
and to save space we will identify the 
D CURRIE cards with a (C) now off you 
go . . . 

OK, lets be funny - Des, handle 
BLACK DOG RHYMER, himself wi ll 
QSL you, and send you details of the 
GREAT BRITISH DX CLUB upon 
receipt of a SAE, so a QSL to Des at the 
above address will get you your fir st 
(C). Super pile of cards in from Les 
Halliday alias DARTS MAN (C) of 43, 
Broadfield Road, Accrington, 
Lancashire BB5 aNI, and from 
the same address another (C) card 
from CAMERA LADY - Trish 
Halliday, nice little package that one 
- make sure yours are someth ing you 
would be please to receive yourself. 
From way down there in Hampsh ire 
comes a QSL from HAGGIS BASHER 
(C) of 3, Snoddington Fann, Shipton 
Bellinger, Tidwort h , Hants SP9 7YB, 
and from KID CURRY (C) comes an 
unusual QS L - but no address on it. 
Enclosed w ith it was a OSL from THE 
SWAGMAN (C) Alan Jones of 50 
Maxton Court, Hebburn, Tyne and 
Wear NE31 1 SZ, so if you OSL A lan 
you might just get two back! 



A well put together package from 
North '0 the border - some (C) stock 
OSLs, GREAT BRITISH OSL DX CLUB 
Card, SIERRA WHISKY BRAVO DX 
OSL Club Card, and lots more, 
including a sprig of Lucky Heather. 
what a nice thought from HAPPY 
DUCK (Cl alias Robert Brown of 140, 
Branshill Park, Sauchie, Alloa, 
Clackmananshire, Bonnie Scotland, 
well worth a OSLo Hello GRANDAD 
(C), a las no personal name, except a 
'p lease OSL' - also goes under 
the name of FOXTROT ECHO 103, 
P,O, Box 29, Faversham, Kent, might 
be worth a swap. 

A plea from THE EXPLOITED (C) ­
Alien Burdon of 79, Greenways. 
Delves Lane, Con sett. Co Durham 
OHS 7DH - he asks for a mention as 
he has had these new QSLs printed­
sorry old son - no chancel, nice card 
though (C), and he signs off with 
BREAKER BROKE - aren't we all after 
that holiday? From DOUGAL and 
FROME LADY (C) comes details of the 
SUNDOWNERS DX CLUB from 141 , 
Ashbourne Croft, Leeds LS 10 2TZ. 
They announce a super new 1984club 
package for just £7.00 and whilst we 
have not had a sample pack to inspect 
the item s listed on the application look 
real impressive - if any of you take up 
the offer, let me know how you fare, 
we like to hear from the horses mouth 
as they say. 

Wow-O-Wow great little OSL in 
from ORCHID MAN and AFRICAN 
VIOLET not only a (C) OSL, but no less 
than three different magnficient cards 
from ENSIGN aSLs - the really 
striking Gold-Blocked cards that look 
like a million dollars . A real ly 
worthwhi le swap this one, their 
address is SIERRA TANGO 149, P.O, 
Box 19, Sudbury, Suffolk C010 
OEB, If you want details of these 
superb range of personalised QS Ls 
they are produced by two great CBers 
- TONGUE TIED (she's not really) 
Wendy and SLAVE TRADER John 
from 107 , Howd e ll s Lan e, 
Brownhills, West Midlands. 

Nice letter from THE SPITFIRE (Cl 
ali as Scott Urquhart of Bank House, 
Bridgend, Isle of Islay, Argyll PA44 
7PH, lots of aSLs, swaps, postcards. 

Tony and Carole Stevenson QSL 
with a club card of the FARN­
BOROUGH DX GROUP (C) from P.O. 
Box 20, Farnborough, Hants GU14 
9AT, and include no less than 10 
different cards of theirs, including 
personal ones for their handles 
RUNNER BEAN and SUGAR FROSTY. 
Our old fr iend David Sheppard UK 
Representative of the BALL 
LIGHTNING OSL SWAP CLUB writes 
from 6, Terrell Gardens, Redfield, 
Bristol BS5 9NY, seems he had an 
accident a while ago and some of your 
aSLs to him got destroyed. If you are 
waiting for a return from Oavid, please 
drop him another line, and he 
promises to answer by return. 
Incidentally with Oavid's overseas 
contacts there are always some 
excellent full·co lour QSLs for 
swapping I Some well · assorted QSLs 
received from lan Baikie MOLE· 
SKINNER (Cl of 1, Monkton Cottages, 
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Stogursey, Nr Bridgewater, 
Somerset. and includes some of the 
COBRA DX GROUP, COBRA 
INTERNATIONAL DX GROUP, WDC 
GRO UP , and some excellent 
personalised cards, good swap this 
one, well done lan. 

Very neat photocard from a 
member of SOUTH COAST RENE­
GADES DX GROUP, Mark Wilson, 
Handle EARLYBIRD. Clever aSL this 
one, actually a photograph of an owl 
produced f rom a water·colour 
painting, a very collectable card 
indeed. Before we move on to some 
overseas mail , must just squeeze in 
three special ones. From fellow REACT 
members MANALlSHI - Dez Green 
of 6, Brick Road, Sunk Island, 
Patrington, North Humberside HU~ 2 
OQN, some nice personal cards, from 
MOUNTAIN WANDERER - Darren 
c/ o REACT ROCHDALE P,O, Box 60, 
Rochdale OL 12 9JN, he aSLs like 
mad, and wants to know how to cure 
bleed·over. It's all a question of filters 
Oarren, anyone out there like to help? 
One of the best packets this month 
from Dave and Unda Young of 95, 
Tollohill Drive, Kincorth, Aberdeen 
AB1 5DJ, Scotland, members of 
ABERDEEN REACT TEAM. Some full 
colour HAPPY COBBLERS aSLs, and a 
home·produced informative booklet 
with all sorts of information, including 
how to grow a Haggis. 

Right-ha, lets have a look at the 
overseas mail, first out is from Tony 
Kompier of Schouw 53-04, B232XH 
Lelystad, N etherland s, and a nice 
letter and cards from DARWOOD 
BASE XM443559B - run by A W 
Trollope at Hyde Park, Ontario, 
Canada NOM 1 ZO, he welcomes all 
swaps, especia lly from the UK. From 
CB Station NARZISSE at Am 
Volkspark B1, 1000 Berlin 31, West 
Genmany and Volker Iffland operator 
of Station ANKER 0 1 from Kaiser 
Willhelm-Ring 43, 5000 Koln 1 , 
W est Gennany some better than 
average colour QSLs, well worth a 
swap. Some well ·produced cards in 
from aSL CLUB AUSTER of Postbox 
65 01 30, 1000 Berlin 65, West 
Gennany. Well we are beaten by 
sheer lack of space this month, but if 
you haven't been included. don 't 
despair you might get in next month, 
better still write aga in - double you r 
chances. Drop me your news, views, 
information or QSLs to TH E 
MEDICMAN, 124, Hillcross Avenue, 
Morden. Surrey SM4 4EG, until next 
month, TAKE CARE, WE CARE - Be 
seeing you. 

International 'Q' 
Codes 
By popular request we have col lated 
some of the most·.used 'Q' Codes on 
CB : Each can be phrased as either a 
question or statement. 
QRA: What is the name of your 

station? The name of my 
station is .. 

QRB: How far are you from my 
station? The approximate 
distance between our stations 
is ... Kilometres. 

aRG : What Frequency/ Channel am I 
on? 

QRH : Does my frequency vary?, 
Your frequency varies. 

QR I: How is the tone of my 
transmission? The tone of your 
transmission is ... (CB use Y1 · 
T9 on RST Code). 

aRK: What is the intellibility of my 
signals? The intell igibility of 
your signal is ... (CB Use R 1-R5 
on RST Code). 

aRL: Are you busy? I am busy. Please 
do not interfere. 

QRM : Are you being interfered with? 
I am being interfered with. 

aRN: Are you being troubled with 
stati static? I am being troubled with 

static. 
aRO: Shall I increase power? I sha ll 

increase power. 
aRP: Shall I reduce power? I sha ll 

reduce power. 
aRT: Shall I stop transmitting? I sha ll 

stop transmitting . 
aRU: Have you anything for me? I 

have nothi ng for you . 
aRV: Are your ready? I am ready. 
aRW: Sha ll I inform ... you are ca lling 

them? Please inform . .. I am 
calling them . 

aRX: When will you call me again? I 
will you call again at ... hou rs. 

QRY: What is my tu rn ? Your tu'rn is 
number . 

aRZ: Who is ca ll ing me? You are 
being called by ... 

aSA: What is the strength of my 
signals? The strength of your 
signa ls is .. . (CB Use Sl -S90n 
RST Code). 

aSB: Are my Signa ls fading? Your 
sig nals are fading . 

aSI : I have been trying to break into 
your transmission. 

QSK: Can you hear me between 
your signals, and can I break in 
on your transmissions? 

QSL: Can you acknowledge receipt? I 
am acknowledging receipt. 

QSM : Ca n you repeat last message? 
I am repeating last message . 

QSN : Did you hear me? I heard you on 

QSO: Can you communicate with . .. 
direct or by relay. 

asp: Will you relay to ... I will relay 
to ... 

aSR: Shall I relay the cal l on the 
ca ll ing channe l? I sha ll 
re lay$repeat the call on the 
calling channel. 

QSS : What is your working channel? 
I will / Normally work on 
channel . 

asu: Sha ll I reply on this channel or 
channel . ? I will reply on 
channel . .. 

asw: Will you send on this channel? 
I will send on this channel. 

asx: Will you listen to ... I will listen 
to . 

aSY: Sha ll I change channel? Please 
change channel. 

QTH : What is your position in 
lat itude and longitude? My 
position is . 

QTQ: Can you communicate with my 
station by means of Inter· 
national 'a ' Code of Signals. I 
am going to communicate w ith 
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yo ur Station by means of 
Intern ati onal 'Q' Code of 
Signals. 

OTR: What is the correct time? The 
correct time is ... 

QN: Sha ll I monitor this channel for 
you? (from ... hrs to ... hrs) I 
sha ll Monitor this Channel for 
you (from ... hrs to ... hrs). 

QrX; Will you keep yOur station open 
for further comm unication (or 
Until ... hrs) I w ill keep my 
station open until . .. hrs. 

OUA: Have you any news of ... (Call­
sign)7 Here is news of ... 
(Callsign). 

QUM: M ay I res ume normal Workin g? 
No rma l wo rking ma y be 
resumed on this channel. 

OUP: Will you search for ... ? I wi ll 
search for . .. 

These are the most cOmmonly used 
International 'Q' Codes in Amateur 
Radio, and have long been in use by 
SSB-DXers, ma inl y with foreign 
stati ons. Th e co mpl ete li st of 
In ternational 'Q' Signals is obtainable 
from Her Majesties Stationary Offices 
but the codes not reproduced deal 
mainly w ith shipping. For quick 

/-- ~e ference We give below the acCepted 
mformally used 'Q ' Codes as adapted 
to Citizens Band use: 
QRM : Inte r fe rence from oth er 

stations. 
QRN : Atm o sp h e r ic n oise o r 

Interference. 
ORO: High power. 
ORP: Low Power 
ORT: Closing Down 
ORX: Stand by 
OSB: Fading 
QSl: Verif ication of Contact card 
OSO: Radio Contact 
OSY: Change channel 
OTH: Location 

Citizens' 

ANG LO AMERICAN MAGNA CARTA 
I NTERNATIONA~ SIDEBANDERS 

The RST Code 
Th e RST Code was developed many 
years ago by amateurs who needed a 
simple means of reporting the Quality 
of a respondent's signal under di fficult 
conditions. Orig inally the only code 
available was the arbitrary sca le of Rl 
to R9. The most important part of 
giving signa l reports on radio is that it 
must be a honest report _ YO ur 
Contact w ill find no satisfaction in 
receiving a S9 report just to keep him 
happy when his signal is S3 and R3 at 
that. M ost Citizens Band tranceivers 
are fitted with 'S' meters, and these 
are generally useless for a sensible 
report as they are very inaccurate, and 
can be adjusted to read whatever the 
onwers wa nts them to read _ so do 
not trust a signal report read off an 
integral S Meter. The RST code as 
used by both am ate urs and 
professionals alike is reproduced below:_ 

READABILITY 
R 1 Unreadable 
R2 Barely readable, occasional words 
distinguishable. 

§ ffltrtp 

fro m 
®ngib 1l1mn 

R3 Rea 
difficulty. 

R4 Readable with practica lly no 
difficulty. 
R5 Perfectly readable. 

SIGNAL STRENGTH: 
S 1 Faint, signals barely perceptable. ' 
S2 Very weak Signals. 
S3 Weak Signals. 
S4 Fair Signals. 
S5 Fairly good signals. 
S6 Good signals. 
S7 Moderately strong signals. 
S8 Strong signa ls. 
S9 Extremely strong signa ls. 

TONE: 

T1 Extremely rough hissing note. 
T2 Ve ry rough a.c. note, no trace of musicali ty. 

T3 Rough, Iow-pitched a.C. note, 
sligh tly musical. 
T4 Rath er rough a.c. note, moderately musical. 

T5 Modulated note, slight trace of ripple. 

T7 Near d.c. note, smooth ripple. 
TB Good d.c. note. just a trace of ripple. 
T9 Purest d.c. note. 

A letter is sometimes added to the 'r 
report to give fu rther information:_ 
C Chirp K Key clicks 0 Drift 
X Ve ry stable note. 

AL OSL SWAP CLUB TIGER INTER NATION d M 'd Glamorgan CE40 1 EH, 57, Mikado Street, Tonypan y, I 

South Wales RADIO GROUP 
UNITED KINGDOM INTERNATIONhAL NG1 0 1BU 

Coronation House. all 
Tolcarne Road, Newquay, Cornw . L CB OSL CLUB 

BRITISH CONCORdDEEa~~T~~'~~:~O~~rey ,(T8 OOY , 

~~C~o~Fl ~C~~~~ol~T~~t~~~'~~AL OX CLUB 
P 0 Box 29 Kilmarnock, Scotland 

. ., ERNATlONAL 
WHISKEY DELTA CHARLI~~i Yorkshire WF6 2RX P.D. Box 1 a, Normanton, 

187 Wa lton Roa , , 

CH~RLlE BRAVO INThERGNA~~d~A~orth Wales. P.O. Box 2, Barmout , wy , 

ORAGONRIDER OSL CLUB R ad IIkley West Yorkshire 3, Tarn Villas, Cowpasture o . , 
LS293RH 

GREAT BRITISH OX CpLOUB B 5 Consett , Co Durham Radio Headquarters, . . ox , 
OH8 BNG 
HA PPY COBBLERS OX OSL GROUP 
P.D. Box 99, Northampton 

ZULU ECHO UK OX & OSL CLUB 
P.O. Box 31, Saffron Walden, Essex 

Please Note.. . f rm ation only and .does not 
Th is list is supplied f~r In 0 r b the ommiss lon of any 
endorse the clubs m~ntlon~?~ n~etrYmenta l inferred. The~e 
names or address.e~ IS a,"~s N8T mentioned above, we w ill 
are many good Brdlt lsh ~ Urther lists as space allows. endeavour to pro uce u 

M ETRO CITY OSL CLUB Sf chley Birmingham B30 2TD 
95 Greenoak Crescent. Ir . ~ir::z~: 
RAMPA NT LION SIOEBANOERS 
P.O. Box 101, Dundee, Scotland. AL CB-QSL CLUB 

SAXDN S KIPPERS '~T~:r~c~!~~~, Fareham, Hants 9, Sunnmgdale Roa , 

P0 16 9PO L DX-OSL CLUB 
SIERRA VI CTOR INTERNATIONA LE1 2 7TE 
43. Greendon Rise. Sl leby. Leicester 



AERIAL SUPPLIES , ....... , Ltd 

SILVER 

ARROW 

SILVER ARROW MARK 11 

Pre-tuned home base legal LOADED 
antenna. Pre-tuned radiator for 
FM. SWR better than 1.3:1 . CO I L IN 
Power handling 500W. Re-
quires 1'/4in-dia . pole for NEW 
mounting . Additional strength-
eners to ground plane radials PLASTIC 
for improved stability in high 
winds . Main mast held not by MOULD 
one but three locking screws . 
. Best and strongest legal base 

station aerial on the market 
today . 

CASCADE 
GROUND 

PLANE K'TS 
NOW 

AVAILABLE 
FOR THE 
SILVER 

ARROW FOR 
EXTRA 

PERFOR-
MANCE 

'" r 
< 
"' " ,.. 
" " 0 
~ 

NEW! 
Silver Arrow Mark 11 
The best legal aerial 
on the market today . 
With extra bracings 
for strength on the 

ground planes. 
Recommended 

price 
£21.95 inc VAT 

Postage £3.75 

6 Widney House, Bromsgrove Road, 
Reddilch 897 4SP 

Tel: Redditch 62620 and 60107 
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Kaiser electronic­
leading German 
CB manufacturer 
proudly presents: 

CBX-40-
the top-class 40 ch 
deluxe hand-held that beats 
any competition! 
Gennan workmanship and engineering -
guaranteed quality at moderate price. 

• 40 ch FM U K specs. 

• Digital channel read-out. 

• Hi/ lo power switching plus ch 9 priority. 

• Separate electret condenser mike, many 
other outstanding features. 

• Flexible rubber-type antenna and CLC 
telescopic. 

• Designed to be the very best. 

Due to great demand, we have largely 
increased our production capacity and offer 
prompt delivery. 

Please ask your local dealer or contact us 
directly. 

29 



Rig 
Review 

This month we asked 
Andy R Giles to take a 

look at a rig that 
makes up for it's lack 

of features by being 
very reasonably 

priced. 
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D
espite the wa ils of woe 
from those entrepeneurs 
w h o h ad anti c pated 
making thei r fortu nes by 
importing vast quant it ies 
of rigs. there are people 

are st i ll buying new CB sets, alt hough 
not at the prices that were being asked 
two years ago. The average price of a 
basic r ig was then about £50. Some 
makes were even sell i n9 for £80 pi us 
and some very hea lthy prof its were 

being made. W hen the slump came, 
there was a marked reluctance on the 
part of the importers to lower th eir 
pri ces, so naturally sales dropped off. 
Th en the rea lisation daw ned on them 
and several companies lost a lot of 
money w hen they dumped t heir 
remai n ing stock at giveaw ay pr ices. 
Now prices seem to have stabi lised at 
a reali stic level and there are some rigs 
on the market that represent good 
value for money. 
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I've been looking at the Murphy 
DS-602 which, despite being a very 
basic rig. is well worth considering 
because it only costs £25. It's nice and 
compact, measuri ng only 5.75 inches 
by 2 inches by 7.25 inches and it 
comes complete with a small 
mounting bracket that should allow it 
to be fitted into most cars, even those 
with very little room under the 
dashboard. The case is matt black with 
chrome plated front trim and a 
brushed aluminium front panel. 
The knobs on the rotary controls have 
also been chromium plated and even 
though they are fluted, I still found 
them a little slippery when I was 
twiddling them with my hot sweaty 
fingers. 

The controls are all straightforward 
and the layout of the front panel is 

HIGH 

fair ly standard. In the upper left-hand 
corner there is a reasonably large 
il l uminated relative signa l 
strength/ power output meter that has 
a matt black background that makes it 
easy to see the white and red scale and 
the white needle. Immediately below 
that there is the four pin microphone 
socket. The microphone that is 
supplied with the rig is slightly 
unusua l in one small respect - the 
push to ta lk switch is hinged at the top. 
This may not sound like much of an 
inconvenience but I found it most 
disconcerting . With the mic held in my 
left hand, my left thumb naturally 
presses on the top of the switch, and 
nothing happens. It 's not until I 
remember to si ide my thumb down the 
switch and press again that it will 
work. I wonder why the Murphy has a 
wrong way ro und switch? There is a 
temptation here to concoct an Irish 
joke to explain it, but I will resist -
mainly because the rig was made in 
Korea. 

The three rotary contols along the 
bottom of the faceplate are all 
standard . There 's a combined On/ Off 
Volume control, a Squelch control and 
a Channel Selector. Just above the 
selector knob is the red LED Channel 
Display and to the left of that there are 
two small LED indicators, one for TX 
and one for Channel Free. To the left of 
those there are two toggle switches. 
One is the High/ Low power switch 
that attenuates the output power by 
1OdB, as is required by the licensing 
conditions when the antenna is 
mounted more than 7m above ground 
level. The other one is a cha nnel 9 
priority switch that lets you jump to 
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that channel immediately without 
having to twiddle the Channel Selector 
knob. 

The rear panel has a standard SO 
239 antenna socket, a 3.5mm jack 
plug socket for plugging in an 
extension speaker and a three pin non ­
reversible socket for the DC power 
lead. There is also a very large sticker 
that warns the user that his rig is for 
use in 12V negative ground vehicles. 
The letters are bright red and the 
sticker is so big that I suspect that the 
manufacturers have had experience of 
wallies pugging thei r rigs in the wrong 
way round. If this is the case, it is a 
shame that the otherwise excellent 
handbook says quite clear ly 'The 
transceiver is designed for use with 
either negative or positive ground 
electrical system'! 

CH9 MACE IN KOR(.A 

~MurphV 

• •• OFF CH FREE TX 

The e leven page handbook is 
good and reasonably comprehensive. 
It starts by listing the specifications, 
which show that the rig is within the 
goverments limits set down in MPT 
1320. It then goes on to describe the 
functions of the various knobs and 
switches and to explain how to use the 
rig . There 's also a section on installing 
the set in a car and a page on 
positioning a mobile antenna. Simple 
fault f inding, noise suppression 
techniques and a guide to operating 
frequencies are also included. A very 
usefu l little book let that wou ld 
certainly help a beginner to install his 
rig. 

I used the Murphy DS-602 for a 
week or so and found that it performs 
as well as most other rigs, which is not 
bad when you consider it price. 
Obviously it does not have some of the 
features of the more expensive 
models, but I have often wondered if it 
is worth paying the extra for facilities 
such as mic gain and delta tune. 
Mobile rigs tend to attract the 
unwelcome attentions of the less 
honest members of society, especially 
if they have lots of knobs, switches and 
coloured lights on the front panel, and 
taking the rig out of the car every 
even ing can be quite a chore. The 
Murphy DS-602 is small enough to be 
hidden in an inconspicuous place in a 
vehicle and even if it is stolen, the loss 
of £25 is not too much of a disaster. 

The Murphy DS-602 is a sma ller 
than average rig at a below average 
price . It costs £25 and is available from 
Lucky Numbers who we would like to 
thank for the load of the review 
sample. 

RIG REVIEW DATA PANEL 

Model Murphy 05-602 
Distributor 
Typical Price £25 

Features Ve. No 

PA Facility • 
External Spaaker Jack • 
TX Indicator Light • 
RX Indicator Light • 
PA Indicator Light • 
S / RF Meter LEDS • 
Hi/Lo Power Switch • 
ANLlNB Switch • 
CH9 Switch • 
Variable RF Gain • 
Mike Gain • 
Delta Tune • 
Tone Control • 
LED Channel Readout • 

l! 
Facilities !~ <; 

, 0 •• 0 

" ~ "-
Ease Of Controls • Built In Speaker • 
Microphone Location • 
Cabinet Construction • Quality Of Control Switches • 
Channel Indicator Readibi lity • 
Mounting Bracket • 
Hand Book/ Instructions • 
Specifications 

Modes Of Operation FM Only 
No. Of Channel, 40 
Weight 
Dimensions 53 / 4" x 2")( 7 1 / 4 " 

Supply Voltage 12V 

RF Output Power 4W 
Frequency Stability Within MPT 1320 

Swemplng 

Sensitivity IRX) 

Spurious Emissions 

B VERDI 

Range XXXX 
Clarity of TX XXXX 
Clarity of RX XXXX 
Ease Of Controls XXX 
Ease Of Installation XXXX 
Performance XXXX 

We rate our samples on a scale 

of one to five, Five stars is 
the highest rating, three and 

four stars are good to average 
and one and two stars mean 

it's not doing so well, 
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Antenna 
Review 

For all you 
breakers out there 
who are about to 

purchase a new 
antenna, whether it is 

for the first time or 
because you fancy a 

change, we have 
tested yet another 

antenna to help you in 
your choice. 
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S
ome of you like them big and 
some of you li ke them 
small, but I think I'm safe in 
saying you all like them to 
perform well, (for those of 
you in any doubt, we are st ill 

referr ing to antennas). Wel l this 
month we are reviewing one of the 
Oscar range of mobile antennas the 
popular Oscar 11 CM from South 
Midlands Communications, South­
ampton . This is an average size 
antenna and therefore shoul d be of 
interest to the majority of breakers, 
including the users of smal l or large 
a ntennas. 

The Oscar 11 CM is supp li ed 
complete w ith magnetic base, coax 
and plug. thus it is a complete mobile 
syste m rather than wh ip and coil only, 
as is often the case. Starting at the 
whip, this is in two parts the top part 
being .95 metres long in taper ground 
stai nl ess stee l fini shed w ith a nice 
looking tapered chromed knob at the 
tip. This fits into another large tapered, 
chromed fitting on t he top of the lower 
part of the whip. The lower part of th e 
whip is much bigger in diameter than 
the top part and isaround 300mm lon g 

and aga in appears to be stainless 
steel. This lower part then fits into a 
long chromed fitting on top of the coil 

;housi ng. A specia l feature of this 
fitting is that the lower part consists of 
a sleeve which, when unscrewed from 
the top of the coil, ca n be slid up 
against a spr ing. This then exposes a 
hinge, rather like that found on some 
VHF portable radio antennas, which 
all ows t he w hole whip to be layed 
horizontal w ithout removing th e 
antenna from the vehicle. A feature 
which is very useful when putting your 
car in the garage or going under some 
low obstru ction. When the whip is 
lifted upright again the sleeve, being 
spr ing loaded, then sprin gs back over 
the hinge holding the antenna vertica l. 
The sleeve shou ld be screwed up tight 
on the thread if you intend to go 
mobile, or the t hreads may be 
damaged by the sl ight wobble on the 
antenna when this is loose. 

The coil housing is made of black 
plastic and is about 60mm long and 
nearly 30mm in diameter. It is shaped 
so that the largest diameter is about 
1/ 3 up from the bottom and tapers down 
to each end. On the bottom of the co il 
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housing is a PL 259 plug fixed to t he 
coil in such as way tha t the whole 
antenna is rotated in order to tighte n 
or loosen the locking ri ng. Whe n 
assembled the 11 CM antenna has a 
total length of 1.37 met res. 

The mag net ic base is ju st over 
85mm diameter, very low profil e and 
chromed. In th e centre of the base is a 
black plastic insulator wh ich houses 
t he SO 259 socket. into wh ich t he 
antenna f its securely. The feeder cable 
ente(s th rough the side of th is 
insu lator and not through the metal 
base as wi th some magmounts. 

Ample cable is supplied for boot 
moun t ing on a large car and this cable 
ha s a PL 259 plug already fitted on t he 
end to plug directly into th e r ig. Tw o 
cable fi xi ngs are supplied, these have 
doub le sided st icky tape on t he base 
so that they may be st uck to the veh icle 
and the cable clipped in to keep the 
w iring t idy ins ide the veh icle. 

Wi th the ant enna all screwed 
togeth er and mounted on the car (this 
l iterally took only a few minutes) the 
5WR was 1.5:1 on channel 20. A fter 
cutting a small piece off the w hip (as 
it indi cated that it was too long) th e 
SWR was 1.3: 1 on 20 and never went 
over 1.5: 1 across the ba nd. We 
decided to sett le on th is, but if you are 
an SWR fa nat ic we are sure that it 
would come lower than th is wit hout 
too much diffi culty. 

Instruction consist of a single sheet 
and include di agrams of th e va rious 
parts. Although t he instructions are 
very brief. they shou ld be adequate as 
assembly is very simple. One odd 
instruct ion w hi ch is probably th e 
resul t of a Japanese translation says 
"Caut ion - please re fra in from 
keepi ng the antenna on car body wh ile 
running t he ca r. Th e excessive sudden 
shock might cause serious matters." 
From t his you might think that th e 
anten na is only suitable for stati onary 
use l 

Conclusion 
On test the Osca r 11 CM performed 

extremely we ll . In several places on 
the test route w here we norma lly 
rece ive about an S9 signal, we were 
gett ing 10 dB over 9 . Captain Pugwash 
who always insists on our antenn a 
tests was heard to say more th an once, 
' 'I'm certain ly impressed w ith thi s one, 
I wouldn 't m ind one of these myself", 
and he is not one to hand out 
compliments on antennas l ightl y. He 
always uses a K40 himself. In fact we 
never ca me near to losing contact 
throughout the ent ire test route eve n 
in the 10 -1 spots. 

Being a comp lete antenna syst em 
th e Oscar 11 CM was a pleasure to 
install. Construction is of a very high 
standard and th erefore the 11 CM 
pr iced at £19.50 is ve ry good va lu e as 
there is nothing f urther to buy, not 
even a plug. 

A sim ilar ante nna for per formance 
would be the legendary K40 . 

Our thanks to South Midlands 
Commun ications of Southampton for 
supplying the test sample. 
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ANTENNA REVIEW DATA PANEL 
SPECIFICA nONS 

Model OSCAR 11 CM 

Type Mobile 
length 1 ,37 metres overall 
Frequency Range 27MHz 
Max Power Handling -
Impedance 50 ohms 
Cable Supplied Ves and Magmaunt and plug 
Mounting Details Magmount (supplied) or panel mount 
Supplier South Midlands Communications Ltd . 
Typical Price £19 .50 

Performance XXXXX 
SWR Adjustment XXX 
Construction XXXXX 

REVIEW VERDICT 

Installation XXXXX 
Instructions XX 
Value XXXX 

We rate our samples on a sca le of one to f ive, Five stars is t he highest 
rating, three and four stars are average to good and one and two st ars 
mean it' s not dOing so well . 

The Tests 
We have used our standard test procedure to assess the efficiency of this antenna. 
Just to bring new readers up to date this involves two tests; one static and one mobile. 
Our test sample is fitted to a stationary mobile and a second mobile follows a pre· 
arranged route that orbits the stationary test vehicle , sendin'g and receiving signal 
reports at measured intervals. This is then repeated with the test antenna on the 
mobile test vehicle and the signals are sent and received between a stationery vehicle . 
A standard rig and antenna is used in all the tests . With the results obtained we are able 
to draw up the radiation pattern shown here. This is simplified to make the results 
more easily understood. The antenna is also subjected to a series of ' lab' tests to 
assess their durability, quality and construction, etc and finally we hand it over to a 
panel of CBers for comment . 
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Interview 

The Radio Regulatory 
Division has been cast 

as a 'baddie' by CB 
campaigners. Are they 

friend or foe? 

-
.CB radiO-lega; 
'n Novemb - er? • -
-Citizens band given 

tl"OUS go-ahead a cau -
-

Open 
Channel 

a discussion document 

F
or more recent CBers, the 
Radio Regulatory Division are 
'that bunch that make us pay 
l icences' or part of the 
mysterious 'they' that should 
do something about CB. Butfor 

campaigners and illegal users the 
R.R.D. had (and still do, for some) a far 
more sinister reputation. They were 
regarded as part of the conspiracy to 
deprive the British public of a legal CB 
service and were firmly cast as 
villians, along with the dreaded 
'Busby', and the Home Office and 
Customs and Excise. Melodramatic as 
this now seems, it was a popular 
opinion with many a breaker and 
elements of it still exist. 

Now there is a legal CB service, 
does this vague feeling of mistrust sti l l 
have much basis in fact? Sure, 
many breakers complain, but this is 
usua lly due to frustration rather than 
suspicion. The sti ll -i llegal breakers 
probably fee l most strongly about the 
RR.D, but in contrast tothe past, there 
are at least regular meetings with 
user groups aimed a improving the 
service and keeping in touch with 
present attitudes. 

Members of the user groups that 
meet RRD. officials feel that there is a 
more sympathetic reception of new 
ideas and that departmental members 
are far more understanding towards 
CB in general. To see what current 
thinking is in the Division, I met a 
senior official recently and discussed 
some of the subjects that come up 
most frequent ly in reader 's letters and 
on channel. 

Because we are interested in CB 
and it's future, it's human nature to 
regard our interest as the most 
important, without rea lising the range 
of subjects and frequencies that the 
RRD. has to administer. To illustrate 
this, here are some of the RR.D.'s 
responsibilities; 

the licencing of all non-crown radio 
use, 
the drafting and production of 
technica l specifications for exist­
ing and prospective services, 
planning and administration of 
frequency allocations, 
representing the Government's 
and user's interests at national and 
international meetings 
and the enforcement of the 
re l evant regulations and 
legislation. 
The department was created in the 

sixties with the formation of the 
Ministry of Post and Telecommunica-

tions and has since moved to the Home 
Office and recent ly to the Department 
of Trade and Industry. 

I wondered if the R.RD. ever got 
caught between the interests of the 
Government and the different but 
legitimate interests of radio users. It 
was felt that there wasn't any area of 
conflict but that it was impossible to 
please all the parties competing for a 
piece of the radio spectrum. One of the 
biggest problems for the department is 
dealing with the growing demand for 
communications frequencies in a 
spectrum which isn't infinite . 
Inevitably there are those that are 
disappointed who subsequently fee l 
badly treated. 

I also asked for comments on the 
type of criticism that started this 
article; that the R.R.D. and the Home 
Office (at the time) were too protective 
of the radio spectrum and were too 
resistant to change. Many CBers felt 
that this was the main stumbling block 
to the introduction of CB. The 
department is conscious of this type of 
criticism but felt this reputation was, 
and is not justified . It was pointed out 
that the UK is a small , densely popu­
lated island with extensive use of radio 
and that if things were not closely 
regulated, a free for all would result in 
chaos. As far as the RRD. is now 
concerned, CB is another new, but 
established radio service. 

Public Reaction 
I have a Iways been interested to 

know the reaction to both the 
campaign for a public radio service and 
the numbers of people actua lly using 
the ill ega l FCC equipment. The 
department at the time had no basis 
for comparison and therefore had no 
way to gauge expected public reaction, 
but admitted to being surprised by the 
depth of feeling and the numbers of 
people who were prepared to break the 
law. Although initially surprised, they 
were well able to monitor the rise in 
users as the interference statistics 
showed a marked increase as 
estimates of users grew. It was also 
difficult for the authorities to reach a 
realistic estimate of illegal breakers­
a situation everyone else shared in as 
guesstimates varied between a 
quarter mi ll ion to a mi ll ion . Whichever 
was nearer the truth, it meant that the 
projections for licences for the lega l 
service were h igher than has proved to 
be the case. 

This comment lead us on to what, 
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in many breakers eyes, is the most 
serious problem, and the only way 
they feel they can protest. The RR.D. 
rea li se that the current level of abuse 
on CB is one-ot the major reasons for 
the low number of licences sold and 
renewed. Renewals are about 40 % of 
the licence sa les and the R.R.D. are 
disappointed by this figure. It was not 
entirely expected however as they feel 
that for many people CB is a novelty 
hobby, which may pass quickly, but 
they are deeply conscious of the 
number of people who are refusing to 
buy a licence as a protest at the 
apparent inaction against offenders. 
The RRD. are in an awkward position, 
as it is their responsibility, along w ith 
the Radio Investigat ion Service, to deal 
with offenders. However the funds 
and manpower available means that 
their first priority is interference to 
broadcast services. 

They accept that the level of abuse 
has affected further use by the public 
and they have studied simi lar effects 
in other countries. There have been 
local efforts to deal with the problem 
when manpower has become 
available and this has proved to be very 
effective, but it unlikely that this will be 
done on a national scale. 

Counterproductive 
The department was particularly 

keen to point out that the lack of 
licences was cou nterproductive to 
CBers interests. They ca nnot justify 
improvements or futher developments 
to the service whi lst it appears on 
paper to be under-used. The Minister 
in office at the time wil l on ly be 
prepared to accept official figures of 
licence holders and will not consider 
estimates of ' several hundred 
thousand' who would also like to see a 
better service but are not contributing 
to it or acting outside it's legal 
boundaries. 

When I visited Waterloo Bridge 
House, the RRD. were in the middle 
of discussions with CBers and were 
planning some licence changes. These 
may well have been announced by the 
time this is published by I brought up 
some specific suggestions that 
readers are eager to see implemented. 
Th e department are anxious to avoid 
adding too many restrictions as they 
regard CB as an informal service with 
a minimum of regulations, butthey are 
sympathetic to the complaints they 
receive. 

The C.E.P.T. frequencies are 
receiving serious consideration and it 
is one of the aimsofthe R.R.D. to adopt 
these recommedations. They have yet 
to decide the best way of dealing with 
the existing British system and are not 
sure if C.E.P.T. will replace British 
frequencies or will replace them. 
There is scope for a further 40 
channels if they are retained. There is 
also the possibility of a further 20 
channels on 934MHz but as UHF CB is 
in it's infancy this wi ll not be in the' 
immediate future. 

The suggest ion of AM or amplitude 
modulation was firmly squashed. It 
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was emphasized that there was no 
prospect of AM ever being permitted 
for a CB service in this country 
because of the potenti al level of 
interference to other se rvices. 
Changes involving Channel 9, age 
limits, Roger Beeps etc. are being 
reviewed at this moment. The antenna 
restrictions are seen as a practical 
compromise between efficiency and 
the need to restrict range and 
interference and are unlikely to be 
significantly altered. It was made clear 
to me that CB is considered a short 
range service and those wishing to 
cover greater distances (one of the 
reasons for wanting better antennas) 
have the alternat ive of licenced 
amateur radio use. 

The timing of eventua l harmonisa­
tion with Europe is crucia l as existing 
users have to be moved and new 
allocations taken into account. If 
C.E.P.T. frequencies are adopted, it is 
likely to be two to three years before 
they are in use. I did get the fee ling that 
although the Government are virtually 
committed to the C.E.P.T. proposal, the 
R.RD. is not convinced of the need for 
them, especially if the frequencies are 
not accepted throughout Europe. 

We then returned to the problem of 
licencing and the level of abuse in 
some areas. As CB is a 'non­
protected ' service, it was explained 
that the £10 licence fee simply buys 
permisSion to use a CB transceiver and 
doesn't buy the automatic right to the 
services of the R.I.S ., although they 
will obviously investigate complaints 
and investigate abuse where poss ible. 
Quite what wi ll happen when the 
RI.S . is disbanded isn't clear, and this 
is a worry to radio users and the 
broadcast services alike. It seems 
likely that the R.RD. will assume this 
responsibility and have it's own 
investigation section, although no 
information has been released on this. 

The department concedes that the 
introduction of 27MHz CB was a 'stop 

gap' measure and this frequency was 
never (and probably never wi ll be) 
regarded as a suitable frequency for 
Citizens Band. At one time it was the 
Governments intention to only permit 
934MHz CB and this was tHe case 
until very late in the day, when public 
opinion forced their hand. It is clear 
that the authorities are expecting 
934MHz to be a better service, both 
technically and socially, and see more 
scope for business asers. My own 
opinion was that there might be a 
more sympathetic ear for UHF CB 
improvements when there are more 
users than for 27MHz, wh ich is 
regarded very much as a comprom ise. 

The R.RD. has been having some 
fruitful talks with both NATCOLCIBAR 
and the C.B.A. and have welcomed 
this opportunity to speak more directly 
with interested parties . It was 
impressed upon me that the RR.D. 
were keen that the British CB service 
should succeed and that they needed 
to have feedback from users and, fn 
return, be able to inform users of the 
reasons for certai actions. Hopefully 
this wi ll avoid the bad feelings that 
have developed in the past . 

It seem obvious that there is a 
greater degree of understanding 
between CBers and the authorities 
than there was at one time. I suspect 
this only extends to lega l CBers 
though, as it seems most unlikely that 
the aims of illega l users will be met or 
even considered whi lst they 
remain illegal. For them, the suspicion 
of a few years ago is likely to remain . 
The R.R.D. are unable to offer easy 
answers to the problems of CB radio 
and does not appear to be in a pOSition 
to do much about them. Whether this is 
true it is impossible to tell but it is at 
least encouraging to find the 
Government department prepared to 
listen and plan in consu ltation. What 
result this has in the long term 
remains to be seen. ca 
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aback about the 
strength of feeling 
for a legal CB 
service. Natcolcibar 
organised rallies to 
bring this to the 
public and 
Government 
attention. 
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Keith Townsend takes a 
nostalgic look at the 
early days of CB and 

ponders on what is to 
come, 
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The good 
I 

have spend a fair bit of time 
lately musing about 'the good old 
days'. The very early days of CB, 
when to be a breaker meant that 
you needed eyes in the back of 
your head and a healthy 

aversion to little yellow vans. 
It was a vastly different scene in 

those days. Rigs, totally i ll egal, of 
course, were only avai lable under the 
counter, or courtesy of the neighbour· 
hood rip-off artist. who invariably he ld 
court in the smoke f ill ed corner of the 
loca l alehouse. A ll that has changed 
and these reflections led me to 
wonder what has become of many of 
the early campaigners with whom we 
used to plot nefarious ways of bringing 
Busby to heel. 

Back in the mid seventies, when 
most of our energies were directed 
towards the formation of the first CB 
clubs (I wonder which of them still 
exist?) almost every week brought 
forth new and often improbable stories 
of breakers being 'busted' and the 
relationship between authority and 
the various clubs seemed at times to 
have the aura of team oPPosition. 

Rumours of imminent legalisation 
were rife and, had you 
believed the popular 
press of the day (there 
were no CB mags in 
those days) our hobby 
was destined to 
become respectable 
on every day from 
Candlema s to the 
equinox, on just 
about every 
frequency 
from audio to 
light waves. 
To be a breaker 
in those days 
was to 
consider 
yourself part 
of an elite 
brotherhood, 
membership of 
wh ich was a 
priv ilege and 
without 
exception the 
clubs had strict, 
and somewhat 
unenforceable, 
rules which 
might lead to 
excommunication for 
the breaker found 
guilty of swearing on 
the air or, even w orse, 
shopping a fellow 
member to the 
meanies. In an attempt 
to create an air of 
respectability many 

Yet a nother pe itition or 
report be ing ha nded in at 
Downing Street. 

clubs also prohibited members from 
taking rigs to meetings, though this 
was done as much forthe protection of 
club officials as for any other reason, 
since it had been suggested on a 
number of occasions that our activities 
might be contrary to the conspiracy 
laws. Nobody really knew the truth of 
that one but we w ere all disinclined to 
take chances. 

The early CB clubs perfo rmed a 
dual function. Apart from the obvious 
socia I aspects they catered for the 
herd instinct. At a time when almost 
every CB enthusiast faced possible 
prosecution there was safety in 
numbers. Many clubs established 'Rig 
Funds' specifically to provide 



old days? 
replacement radios for those members 
unfortunate enough to have seen their 
gear confiscated by the authorities. 
(Remember all rigs were illegally 
imported in those days and were 
forfe it if discovered by H.M . Customs & 
Excise.) Often these funds were 
sufficient to cover the attendant fine 
as well, as each successive meeting 
brought new members. A mong the 
larger c lubs a membership roll of 
1,500 plus was not unusual and a 
meeting night cou ld lead toas many as 
one hundred enrollments. 

Whether this protectionism really 
succeeded is open to debate but the 
number of busts seemed to diminish 
almost in direct proportion to the 

increase in membership, w hi lst the 
existence of such large and well 
organised numbers of 'crimina ls' 
began to arouse considerable interest 
among the press and media. (I often 
used to wonder whether the reduction 
in the number of prosecutions might 
not owe more to the adverse publicity 
gained by the authori ties tha n to the 
unden iable difficulties posed by the 
attempt to obtain a convict ion.) 

For a time each of these clubs 
happi ly did its own thing with little or 
no concern for its contemporar ies but 
it soon became apparent that the on ly 
chance of ever achieving a legal 
system lay in a large degree of co· 
operation . It was not long before 
ra llies, press and media coverage and 
general publicity was be ing organised 
on a national basis and I well 
remember the discussions which led 
to the inaugu rat ion of Citizens' Band 
magazine. 

Although it was among the first to 
be publi shed professionally, Cit izens' 
Band was far from being the first ever 
CB mag, as nearly all of the pioneering 
clubs produced its own newsletter, 
many of which h ave become 
collectors' items. I wonder how many 

you che ri sh ea rly 
copies of th e 

's '1 0-4' or 
have fond 

memories of 
'Bandstand', a 

sort of 
broadsheet. 

roughly duplicated and distributed 
through the clubs for a few pence a 
copy? 

Inevitably there was dissent ion 
among the cl ubs, usually the result of 
differences of opinion as to the 
frequency and mode of transmission 
needed for a lega l system and there 
was a sizeab le minority who 
maintained that 'it wou ldn 't be fun if it 
were lega l' . Nevertheless 1 very much 
doubt that we would have a legal CB 
service today were it not for the spirit 
of these pioneers. Not on ly did they 
provide a fo rum for discussion but they 
can also honestly cla im to have been 
the source of su ffi cie nt offic ia l 
embarrassment to ensure th at the 
only so lution was to lega lise CB radio. 

Such a momentous occasion could 
~ot. of course, occur without breeding 
Its own crop of rumours, with the 
inevitable result that the volume of 
illegally imported AM and SSB rigs 
rose dramatically just before the 
announcement. as large numbers of 
enthusiasts and dea lers fell prey to the 
propaganda of those who claim that 
an FM based system just would not 
wo r k and would be quickly 
superceded. This in turn led to such a 
glut of i ll ic it rigs that you cou ldn 't even 
give 'em away in cerea l packets with in 
a few months, as the legal system 
proved its va lue . 

Lega l FM CB has been with us for a 
couple of years now and the entire CB 
scene has changed dramat ic all y. 
Despite earl y fears that FM rigs could 
cost an arm and a leg and have an 
effect ive range somewhat less than 
that of a good public address system, 
the number in use has continued to 
grow steadily and, even at the outset. 
r arely cost m ore than their 
predecessors, whi lst en thusiasts are 
constantly repor ting DX contacts far in 
excess of the norm . The modern 
breaker also ha s the added advantage 
that the 'capture' effect of FM relieves 
him of the necess ity of fi nd ing the 
desired signal in amongst an 
incredible babble from all points of the 
compass. 

The cl ub scene has also changed. 
The emphasis today rests more on the 
socia l life avai lable to those w ith a 
shared interest. Many clubs make 
important contributions to charity and 
the huge increase in interest in CB 
among the younger generation has led 
to the formation of dozens of junior 
breakers c lubs , where young 
enthusiasts ca n pursue their hobby 
under the tutelage of experts. 

Legis lation has had anoth er 
positive effect in that the level of 
technical understanding amon g 
breakers is far high er th an it was a few 
short years ago. In genera l th e first 
generat ion wa nted on ly the right to 
communicate. Technica l knowledge 
was at a premium. The lega l sit uation 
ensu red that you couldn 't get a rig 
repaired at the local TV shop, w ith the 
result that those with th e ability cou ld 
charge what they liked and, though the 
majority were honest. it was not at all 
unusual to hear stories of £5 , eV!3n 
£1 0 being charged to ca rry out the 
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most trivial repa irs. All that was 
needed to convi nce th e customer that 
he had been given va lue for money 
was a lengthy, often unintelligible, 
technical explanat ion of the problem. 
About the most common fiddle, even 
after legislation, was the one whe reby 
a simpl e adjustment to the circuit 
controlling the'S' meter caused an 
increase in its deflection. Many an 
unsuspecting soul went away happy in 
the belief that a little extra power had 
been sq ueezed from his rig. 

Today's breaker hasa hea lthy thirst 
for knowl edge and there is no shortage 
of willing teachers. Just look at the 
unprecedented growth in the number 
of amateur radio l icences over the la st 
couple of yea rs and ask you rself how 
many of them belong to breakers. 
Many CB clubs now runtheir own RAE 
courses, with an enviabl e success rate 
and amateur c lubs continue to report 
large numbers of breakers enrolling 
for their courses. 

Perhaps the most d ramat ic change 
of all has been the way in wh ich the 
regulatory authorities, once openly 
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sco rnful , now discuss the 
deve lopmen t of CB w ith ope n 
frankness. At the time of legalisat ion 
breakers' rep r ese ntat i ves we r e 
treated with thin ly vei led hostility by 
officials who left us in no doubt that 
our hobby had become lega l against 
their better judgement. Two years has 
seen a total change in att itude as the 
task of radio regu lation has passed 
into new hands. Now CB is treated 
w ith respect. Serious suggestions are 
treated seriously as enthu siasts and 
offic ials alike seek to improve the 
service. Changes in frequency to bring 
us into line with the rest of Europe are 
envisaged, the restrict ions on aerials 
are to be rel axed and a number of 
minor regulatory changes are in the 
pipeline. all of w hich wi ll benefit the 
service. 

M y one regret i s that the 
authorities have, in general. done little 
to discourage those whose pleasure 
consists of broadcasting a tirade of 
four letter words. The breakers 
themselves would not have to lerated 
this behaviour prior to lega lisation and 

it is unfortunate that th ey seem 
unwilling to complain about i t now. 

Even this may now be cha nging. 
Only recently Britain's fir st successfu l 
pr osecution for broadcasting 
obsce ni t i es was r ecorded i n 
Birmingham, at considerable financial 
cost to the perpetrator. In sa lu ting the 
RIS officers responsible I feel obliged 
to wonder why it has taken two yea rs 
for such a case to be broug ht. 

So where does CB go in the next 
two years? The 934MH z system is still 
in its infancy, with early indications 
suggesti ng that it will prove far more 
useful than was initi ally rea li sed. But 
w hy ha s it taken so long? I have lost 
count of the time I have been asked 
where to buy934MHz equipment and I 
must confess that still I don't know. 
There are sets around but no-one 
apart from Reftec seems to have taken 
a real initiative in this fi eld . It's a pity, 
because the potential for a high quality 
se r v ice at this freq u ency is 
t reme ndous. 

27MHz shou ld, at last. develop into 
a unified European system, as new 
CEPT proposals for a 4 Watt. FM 
facility are adopted, considerably 
reducing the present frustra t ions of 
t hose wishing to cross national 
borders wi th their rig intact. Those 
with a preference for AM and SSB 
continue to press vigorously for their 
introduction but once again I am left 
wondertng How many of today's 
generation of breakers rea lIy ca re7 

These should 
be familiar 
to early CBers 
and campaigners. 
The CBA's 10-4 
and Bandstand. 
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Under the spotlight 
this month is Sue 

Sharp, editor of this 
revered journal and 

part time breaker 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 

A
fter reading that 
introd uction you are 
probably thi nkin g to 
yourse lf 'why part t ime?!' 
Well, I can only echo 
Chris Adam-Smith's 

sentiments of a few months ago -
when your work with CB all day and 
virtua lly every day (1 do get weekends 
off) you'd be a candidate for the white 
jacket with the funny sleeves if it was a 
full time hobby too. So whi le I have 
been a CBer for many years. I now 
mainly use my rig for mobile use; 
routes I'm not familiar with, if I'm not 
su re where my dest inat ion actua lly is 
(my driving tends to be l ike that) or if 
it's a long journey and I want someone 
to ta lk to. 

In the early days of CB I had a 
superb Midland AM ' set. It was fairly 
ant iquated by todays standards - the 
channe l display was a rotating dial, no 
pretty LE Os, and more than one 
breaker asked me where the socket for 
the gas was. Since then rigs of all 
types have come and gone, but I still 
have a soft spot for that old Midland. 

Once again I have to echo Chris 's 
comment and say that I have a 
Rad iotechnic Supertuned ONT M40. 
To me, it has the rlght combination of 
good pe rformance, good looks and 
reliability. I really can't think of a time 
when it has needed attention or given 
anything but it's best. 

Its' b ig advantage for me is that it 
ha s particu larly cr isp TX and RX. As I 
said ea rli er, it is used almost 
exclusive ly in my car, which is a 
collection of rattles held together by 
rivets, and I need someth ing I can hear 

over the background noise. Because of 
this, I have fitted a cheap extension 
speaker too. 

On the rare occassions I do operate 
a base station, then I just use my M40 
w ith a power pack etc. However I did 
have a play with one of the Midland 
base stations a wh ile ago and if I ever 
have a couple of hundred pounds 
spare I'd buy the 76-300 - just for all 
the knobs and dials and flash ing lights 
and meters and chrome and the way it 
looks on the sideboard and being able 
to tell people that it cost over two 
hundred pounds. 

Antennas are a less precise 
subject. 80th my mobile and base 
antenna a re 'home brew' and 
designed and made by my husband, A 
combination of shop bought aerials 
and his own special brand of genius 
(that's w hat he says, anyway) 
they a Iso get sideways looks from 
other breakers, but they work very well 
indeed . I hasten to add they are lega l 
versions of some of his earlier designs 
and fit very neatly into the government 
regulations and recommendations. 

I've never really been one for roger 
beeps, echo boxes and the l ike. The 
on ly real gadget I have used is the 
Oatong Speech Compressor, wh ich is 
intended for the amateur radio user 
rather than the CBer and is more 
effective on AM than FM. It is very 
good at giving your Si gnal that extra bit 
of punch, though, which is helpfu l in 
bui lt-up areas. 

P.S. Please don't inundate me w ith 
requests for antenna designs, he 's 
gone on to computers now! 

CB 
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THE ECONOMY OSCAR 2 
£49.00 ine 

· 
-<}--

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

~ FREE ~ 
OSCAR MOBILE ANTENNA 

AND MOUNT 
WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF 

EITHER OF THESE TOP QUALITY 
RIGS 

, 

THE FABULOUS OSCAR ONE AWARD YOURSELF AN OSCAR 

£85.00 ine 

.,. South Midlands Communications Ltd. 
S.M. HOUSE. RUMBRIDGE STREET. TonON. SOUTHAMPTON, S044DP. ENGLAND TEL: TOTTON (0703) 867333 

934MHZ REFTEC 
ROGER DEE 

REFTEC RECOMMENDED DEALER. FULL AFTER SALES SERVICE 
FREE YAG I OR 3db BASE ANTENNA WITH EVERY SET PURCHASED 

RIG 934MHZ ...... .... . . . ....... £299.95 7.SdB BASE REFTEC ... ...... .. £97.75 
MAG MOUNT 3dB ...... ... . ... . £26.45 H100 CABLE .. .. . .. .. . .. per metre 80p 
HOLE MOUNT ... .. .. .... .... .... £20.70 3dB BASE REFTEC ... .... .. .... £15.53 

20 London Road, 
Dunton Green, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 

PRE AM PS FITTED ........... .. £30.00 

CALL IN AND SEE US 
OR PHONE 

FOR FULL DETAILS 

Dunton Green 
813 

(0732 73) 813 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 



ack 
Mack's back ! Here's a dose of his 

controversial opinions and 
unmistakable style 

y es, I am st i ll here. As you may have gathered 
from last month I'm not very happy with the 
CB scene and when I visited the CB office 
an nounced that I was chucking it all in. I was 
surrounded by the members of sta ff or 
shou ld I say ganged up on with promi ses of 

this, that, but none of the other or any more cash. So 
once more I put pen to paper in an attempt to br ing you 
some happenings of CB. Did you rea d th e 'Screws of the 
Wor ld' or as you may know it as the 'News of the World ' 
on Sunday 9th of October. In the said paper 2 main 
articles with CB connections were featured and neither 
had kind w ords for the hobby. The f irst item was about 
the supposi ngly sexy goings on in 'S ilver Rod City' or, as 
it is known bv its residents, New Addington in Surrey. 
However al l it was about is that eternal triangle of he 
fancies her and she fancies the ot her bloke. But of 
course the villain is CB radio as it was claimed th at it was 
through CB and resu ltant eyeballs the affair took place. 
The tale goes on about other jealous partners shooting 
up one another, pr ison sentences dished out to the 
gunners, lives being ruined and all because of CB. We ll. 
doesn't this thing go on all the time without involving 
CB? 

The second main news item about CB in the pa per 
was headed 'Crackdow n on the CB sex boasts' and goes 
on about the supposed tough new laws to ban foul 
mouthed teeny terrors from CB radio. Th is item it seems 
was the result of an interview with myoid mate Keith 
Townsend (he's also now a l ice nced amateur) secretary 
of the CBA. The tough new laws(thats a laugh for a start) 
plan to ban kids under 14 from holding a CB licence. (No 
law to stop them holding a CB mike). Outlaw signa l 
amplifiers. (Blimey, no one told me they were lega l, quick 

DR KIT BRYSON 
SELlNA FlTZHERBERT 

!.ND JEAN·LUC LEGRIS 

TIlE -
COAIPLW1'E 

NAFF { 
yUrDE I 

Where 1I0t to go. ...... 
how not 10 speak 
who nollo be _ ' 
a definitive 

handbook for the 
SOcially aware 

whi lst I've st ill got the chance, where I can geta ki lowatt 
burner plus a couple of ex-submarine batteries to power 
it for mobile use). Ban transmission of music, (Yeah, 
yea h, yeah). Increase the £1 0 l icence fee (no comment). 
Crackdown on the tens of thousands of pirates who do 
not hold a licence or use illega l frequencies. 
(Unemployment rate down as H.O. employ thousands of 
new RRD staff). Introdu ce a new wave band common to 
al l Europea n countr ies?? When I read this last proposa l I 
thought that maybe it referred to the change in the 
934MHz frequency. But it seems not. there is still a 
chance that in the future another frequency might be 
allocated on 27MHz (near or the sa me as the old AM 
band). Both this frequency and th e present 27 FM wi ll be 
2 sepa rate systems, so w ith the 934 we might have 3 CB 
frequencies. The question ari ses 'what advantages wi ll 
the new 27MHz offer?' Not a lot rea lly except that if the 
C.E.P.T. proposals are accepted by other European 
cou ntries you cou ld find yoursel f talking to other foreign 
people. But I feel that temptat ion to obtain and use 
burners could ari se. So we sit, watch, and wa it with 
interest. Wh ilst on the su bject of knocking CB I' ll ask you 
w hat is Naff? I've looked it up in the dictionary and I can't 
find a meaning for the word. But then I'm not surprised 
because it's one of those words that people make up to 
suit their own purpose. In this case it's part of a tit le of a 
book The Complete Naff Guide'. This naif book is a 
guide, so the title suggests, to what the author'S believe 
are th ing s th at are wor thless or useless and have no use 
to anybody and, don't you know, CB is naft. I wonder 
when the author l istened on CB? Could it have been one 
evening in London or another large town and hearing the 
noise that was on the frequency, switched off after a few 
seconds saying "thi s is e-naff" or maybe the author 
listened on morning deep in the highlands and hearing 
noth ing on the frequency said "Can't hear naff all on this 
CB box". One item that the author fai led to quote as a 
naif object is a book ca ll ed The Complete Naif Guide', 

CB has taken on a very low profile these days. I can 
remember just before and after legalisation the hobby 
did get some publicity, but that did not last long. A few 
exh ibitions allowed CB a small space, the news journa ls 
were interested for a short time, but now many people 
have forgotten that it even exists - except the dedicated 
users. I st ill can find a use at time for my rig when mobile 
on a long dr ive out of town, especially if I ca n pick up 
another mobi le breaker to keep me company on my 
jou rney. One thing I find now is that it seems very 
di ffi cult to converse w ith a breaker that you have not 
spoken to before. I get the impression that many of the 
users of th e freq uency have formed themselves into 
their own little groups and if you are not one of them, you 
are given the cold shou lder. Of course this doesn't 
happen all the time, and it never used to happen in the 
old days. Where have all the fri endly breakers gone? 

CB 
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CB forecast for this 
month has some 

gloomy clouds over 
Back Chat but brighter 

prospects for the 
future. 

42 

Stamps A Lot 
Betty and Don Thomas write from 
South Wales with praise for the many 
breakers who have helped them in their 
fund raising . .. 
Having been on the CB scene since 
day 1 and knowing what the media 
makes of us, we have decided to put 
pen ,to paper and let you know that 
there 's qu ite a few breakers that have 
only kindness in their hearts. 

We collect used postage stamps 
for leukaemia resea rch and hilVe 
been overwhelmed by the response 
we have received from breakers. Their 
hand les are too numerous to mention, 
but if you could print thi s letter as a 
thanks to them wewou ld be gratefu l. If 
any other breakers w ish to send their 
used stamps we wou ld be pleased to 
receive them . 

You can write to Betty and Oan 
Thomas at 43, Nant-y-Coed. Troed­
yrhiw, Near M erthyr, Mid Glamorgan. 
CF484HF. 

Down And Gone? 
Another slightly pessimistic letter 
from Paul Wright in Kidderminster.lt 
looks as if another breaker could be 
lost to the amateur bands. 
When CB was made legal, l though we 
wou ld have a good system. but without 
further legis lation and control of the 
idiots playing music and being abusive 
on channels 9, 14 and 19 (especia lly in 
towns) it has become a waste of the 
£10 licence and has got a bad name. 
Something needs to be done to ensure 
that chan nel 9 is kept clear for 10.33·s 
and 1 0 .13·s. channel 14 fo r base and 
mobile use in towns and chan nel 19 
for mobile use on motorways. 

Perhaps the CB emergency 
networks cou ld get together w ith 
televis ion information programmes 
and inform and instruct people on how 
to use the system properl yso that it is a 
benefit to all and enjoyable. 

If the system ca nnot be used well. 
I wi ll join my 2 metre friends. the 

amateur radio operators. 
Slightly diHerent suggestions to 

those of J. D . Hirst, whose letter also 
appears this month. But do the media, 
particularly television, take CB 
seriously enough to partake in such a 
programme? This is very definitely one 
area where the image of CB has acted 
against it, and I can't see the television 
companies co-operating unless CB 
appeared more responsible - and in 
that case we wouldn't need the 
programmel 

More On Monitoring 
Roger Large is advocating some 
strong action against those who persist 
in interfering with the monitoring 
groups . .. 
Reading your magazine. I find it 
disappointing to find that some people 
have closed down their monitoring 
stations due to the abuse of channel9. 
As a member of both the R.N .L.1. and 
my loca l REACT branch who monitor 
regardless of how much channel 9 is 
abused. CB will only get clean ed up if 
the CB user does what we radio 
amateurs do - and that is to inform on 
people w ho break the licence 
conditions. schedu le or the law. This is 
the on ly way. as the authorities are too 
overstretched to do much. Citizens do 
have the right of arrest in many cases. 
so consult you r loca l police. 

Regarding the emergency stat ion 
on channel 36. I ca n only assume that 
this was an exercise and that it should 
have been over in three days. If it was 
prolonged and an exercise not 
announced. they should be ignored. If 
t h ey are operating without the 
re levant statutory organisation's 
authority and people have not been 
informed through their local press. 
they are not on exercise and are 
wa ll ies. 
The details on the channel 36 
emergency station has been cleared 
up in another letter. Do readers feel 
that Roger is going too far in his 
solution to channel abuse and his 
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attitudes to the Pennine group? Are 
breakers justified in operating a 
scheme on a channel apart from 9? 
Let's hear your views. 

Those Gents Again 
From Banbury comes a letter from T 
Smith, concerning 934MHz. CB. . 
I have been reading your artic les about 
the future of 934MHz radio. I bought 
my Reftec about the end of March 
1983 but then read about the chap in 
London who a Iso had a Reftec but had 
been unable to get a copy. My father 
had bought one at the same time as me 
~o I had someone to talk to locally, but 
It. took me two weeks before I got any 
distance, when I spoke to David and 
Brian on Dunstable Downs. 

I have read the artic le written by 
Mack the Hack and regret that he was 
not able to get onto a piece of high 
ground - then he may have had the 
sa me opinion as myself and other 934 
M Hz operators. 

Now the moans. As Mack wrote, 10 
cha~nels have been agreed locally for 
busmess, etc. Well I can on ly say that if 
every locality let 10 channels go to 
these people, it would be totally 
wrong. They should be using the 
proper radio for their purpose, which 
cannot be much more in price if they 
are prepared to spend £300 for 10 
channe ls. 

My view on the future of this 
sy~te".l is that it is up to the operators 
uSing It to ed ucate new operators into 
usi~g this fr equency and th e 
eqUipment in a sensible and proper 
manner. Every station I have spoken to 
avoids CB jargon and some of the 
operators are radio amateu rs. Al l of 
them use 934MHz in a sim ilar way to 
the good sidebanders and conduct 
themselves in the same way. I see 
934MHz filling the gap between CB 
and the amateur bands and I hope the 
newcomers will use this frequency in 
the same way as the amateur would 
use his allocated frequencies. 

Cross Channel Return 
Big D from Cumbria queried the use 
of chanr;el .36 for emergency use in 
October s Issue of the magazine. A 
speedy reply came from J . E. Merrie in 
Penrith . This letter has been 
abbreviated slightly as it w as rather 
lengthy. 
Just after legalisation a club was 
formed in Penrith to monitor channel 
9 . The few members that started the 
Penrith Monitoring Service attempted 
to monitor the channel as best they 
could until they got more members. 

. After br iefl y joining REACT, they 
withdrew and carried on with their own 
club,. renamed Pennine Monitoring 
Service. When more monitors were 
available coverage was extended and 
was given approx. 18 hours a day. 

Early morning monitors we re 
getting bleedover from the BBC World 
Service relay station six miles away 
After about eight months and a lot of 
hassle and mike keyers it was decided 
to abandon the monitoring of channel 
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9 and to take emergencies on 14 or 19. 
Four of the club members decided 

to leave thei r sets switched on to 
channel 35 to ta lk to each other but 
moved to 36 after a while. This worked 
well and as three of the four were 
unemployed, they regarded 36 as an 
emergency channel as th ey were 
avai lable on it 18·20 hours a day. 
Word was passed around and it 
became known on the truckers 
channel. Unfortunate ly the 'muppets' 
moved in again and some local 
breakers complained that the channel 
had been taken over by the four users. 
However, although the monitors did 
modulate on 36, it was understood 
that there wou ld be a break between 
each transmission. 

There were some DXers on 36 but 
the majority understood and moved 
although there was the odd stubborn 
one that v:vo~ld not. To say that they 
had permi ssion from the police and 
ambulance services is not true but 
they did have their support. 

~fter about ten months, these four 
monitors could stand the hassle no 
longer and closed their channel 36 
emergency monitoring down. So 
please note there is no emergency 
service on CB in the Penrith, Appleby 
and North Lakes area. 
That's the story then, Big D . 
Unfortunately it's not a new one or the 
last such one we're likely to hear. 

Circuit Chat 
Thl:s Il!tter may go some way towards 
rellevmg Smart Alec's anguish each 
",-ant,! a~ he opens the requests for 
Cif CUlt diagrams. This letter is from 
Roger D in Nottingham. 
In a recent edition Mr. D. Bailey of 
Sut~erland was enquiring for sources 
of Information with regards to 
modifications and repair, sou rces of 
circuit diagrams etc. 

As you are aware, our company 
Roger D in Nottingham, are old 
established suppliers of I.C. 's and 
transistors. We also distribute Nato 
Stalker etc. and are the sol~ 
distributor in the U.K . of 'Th e 
Screwdrivers Expert Guide ' and 'P.L.L. 
Data Book' (see our l atest 
advertisement). 

If anyone has a problem, write in 
enclosing a S.A.E. and we will help you 
if at all possible. 
There's an offer! Thanks to Roger D 
who can be contacted at 831 
Mansfield Road. Nottingham, NGS 
3GF 

Channel Control 
J. D . Hirst has strong views on 
channel use. This is another problem 
that has been with us since the 
beginning of CB in this country and 
has caused a lot of controversy in the 
past. Have any of us the right to insist 
on channels being restricted to 
specific uses? ... 
I feel that the letter from Mr. W. S. 
Loxton in the September 1983 edition 
of Citizens' Band cannot pass without 
further comment. He states that 14 
and 19 are breaking channe ls. I would 
like. to clari fy the point by adding that 
14 IS the base station chan nel and 19 
is for mobiles and mobile information 
only. 

As a big wheeler I am incensed by 
~ase station s ca ll ing for copies on 19 
Instead of 14. Channel 19 is the 
accepted mobile/ 'truckers' channel 
and~ barring emergencies or base 
stati ons calling mobi les, this channel 
is for mobi le use only. 

Does anyone want to take issue on 
this subject with Mr. Hirst7 Letters 
to Back Chat please. 

motorway and mobi le 
uses only? 

Club Strikes 
Next letter concerns the Big Ben OX 
QSL Club, a well known name in the 
QSL world . 
Pl ease cou ld I inform your readers, 
~hrough the magazine, that mai l 
Intended for the Big Ben DX QSL Club 
or myself, Mr. C. Light. should be 
addressed to 17, Longbourne Green 
Goda lming, Surrey, England, and not 
to the p.a. Box 14 address. 

Jim Galvin no longer runs the club 
~nd to prevent delay in members mail, 
It should be posted to the new address 

i 
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From the number of letters and phone ca lls we are 
receiving about our product it appears that some 
breakers are unable to purchase genuine GAP. 
antennas from thei r local shops. 

We have recent ly started supplying our products 
direct to the public and this is proving to be very 
successful. 

If you have any difficulty in obtaining our products you 
can order them direct from the factory, at the 
following prices: 

GAP. Skybreaker ... ......... ... .. , ... , ... " . ... ... £18.95 
GAP. 27MHZ 1/2 wave .... ...... ..... .......... £14.95 
GAP. 27Mhz 5/8 wave ......... .. ..... ...... .... £16.95 
Gamma SupaMag ...... ...... ........ ..... , .......... £7.50 
GAP. Avenger ...... ................. ............... £19,95 
GAP. Lofty ............... .. , ........... ... .. , ......... £19,95 
GAP. RingoPlane ...... .... .. .. ...... .. ........... £T,B,A. 

These prices include VAT. Please add £1 .1 5 for 
postage and packing . All cheques and postal orders 

should be crossed and made payable to: 
Gamma Aerial Products Ltd. 

Gamma Aerial Pl'od .. ets 
MANUFACTURERS OF AMATEUR RADIO & CB ANTENNAS 

LYE, WEST MIDLANDS 
TRADE ENQUIRIES TEl. lYE 891132 

REFTEC 
934 

AVAILABLE NOW 
WRITE OR PHONE 

FOR DETAILS OF YOUR 
NEAREST STOCKIST 

TO:REFTEC 
R. F. TECHNOLOGY L TD 

LEYTON AVENU E INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
MILDENHALL 

SUFFOLK 

0638 - 715053 
Some Dealership Areas Still Available 

Please write 

There's only one genuine 

Make sure you get the original! 
Phone or write for your local stockist of the original, genuine 
SUPEAKAUNCH today. They say that imitation is the sincerest 
form of f lattery, but we say that all you'll get with bad copies are 
bad copies! Of course SUPEAKRUNCH costs a littte more than 
some of the feeble imitations on offer, but that's because more 
goes into SUPEAKRUNCH. More research, more care, more quality. 
If you want reliability as well as undreamed of clarity, get in touch 
now and we' ll tell you where you can get your SUPERKRUNCH. 
Or fill in the coupon and send it with your cheque today. 

--,.-0~-SKYLA8-CB~2C-K;ghl~;-R;ad~-Cr~;;fla~;;~Bi~~I;;,-W.-y~-
Tel: 0274568428 Please rush me 0 (wri te in quantity required I 

FM Superkrunchfes). I enclose cheque/ money order for £36.00 
Onc. of p&p) for each ordered . OR pay by Access/ Barclaycard, write 

Card No I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Name. 

Address .. 

Allow 21 days for delivery. Fu ll money back guarantee. SkyIabCB 

ADVERTISERS' INDEX 

Aerial Supplies .... , . . , . , , , , , , .. , .. .... 29 

Bremi ..... . .. . , . , , , , . , , , , , , , , .... , ,IBC 

Cavalier Base 20 .. . ... , . , .. , , , , , , . , , , , ,22 

Freeman and Pardoe . , .......•...... I FC,20 

Gamma Aerial Products ... , , , . . , , , , ,18,22,44 

Kaiser Electronics , , . , , .. , . . .• . ..... . . . . 29 

Magpie Electronics. , , , , " , ,. , " .. , , , , .. 16 

Micro Electronic Systems, ........ , .. ... . 20 

OCT . , , . , .. , ... , ...... , . •. . , , . , , , ,OBC 

Reftek. , , , , . , , .. , , , , , , . , , , , .. , .. .... . 44 

Roger Dee .. .... ... . , , , , . , , , , .. , . , , ... 40 

Sharman's Wholesale , , , .. , .. , ... , .... , , ,10 

Skylab .. , .. . , ........... , . , , , , , , , . , , .44 

South Midland Communications. , .. , .. .... 40 

Telecomms ........ . .... ... . . , , , , , , . ,4,5 

Wall to Wall C,B, , . , , , , .. , ... , , , .. ..... . 20 

Westward Electronics, , . , , . , , , , , , , , , , , , .22 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 



Some more new clubs 
but no space once 

again for the 
directory. We will 

have a bumper 
listing within the next 

few months. 

fUr. t.l .. .t., 

1) .... 
• u, 
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Mike Alpha DX Club 
On Satu rday August 6th, the Mike 
A lpha OX club held their annua l 
eyeba l l. We made over 400 OX 
copies during th e weekend on 
channel 10 FM, including 
modu lations to Scotland, Wa les, 
Liverpool, Sci lly Isles and the 
Channel Islands. We are still 
receiving from these copies 
donati ons to train a guide dog for a 
blind person . 

Th e modulat ing station consisted 
of a Mini Traveller w ith a mast for 
the three element beam through the 
ce ntre of the roof and rotated 
manually from the inside of the car, 
plus a home made base mounted 
copper cen tre-fed dipole on the top 
of a fir tree, fed with a twin feeder 
cable and balun . (Does thi s Mini 
qua li fy for the Guinness Book of 
Records for the biggest twig on a 
mobile???) 

We have also started a DX 
contest for brea kers and operators 
are we lcome to send in for further 
detai ls. The contest wi ll be running 
for a yea r, up to Aug ust 5th, 1984 
and wi ll consist of co llecting 
souvenirs by QSL from a l ist of 
states and countri es. 
MA 01 Victor 
Mike Alpha OX C lub, 
P.D. Box 3, 
Sidmouth. 
Devon. 

November Charlie Breal<ers 
I have been reading your magazine 
for quite a t im e and have noticed 
that there has been no mention of 
clubs in this area. So I would be 
gratefu l if you cou ld publish this 
letter. Th e club is the November 
Char lie Breakers and meets at 
Northa ller ton Football Cl ub in 
Ainderby Road. It was formed in 
September 1983 and is held every 
second week on Tuesday. 

Th e club caters for FM and SSB 
and w ill have a post offi ce box and 
speakers who wi ll give talks on CB 
subjects. We hope to help charities 
too. 
J . Price, 
2 The Fairway, 
Romanby, 
Northa lle rton , 
North Yorks. 

South Cambridgeshire 
Breakers Club 
I would like to introduce the S.C.B .C. 
This is a sma ll , recently formed club 
which has as yet 30 members. At 
the moment we offer a QSL bu reau 
and regular eyeball. 

Our aim is to encourage sensible 
breakers (no wallies) to join us and 
expand the ideals of CB radio. We 
are hoping to arrange events such 
as foxhu nts and outings etc. 

I wou ld also like to ask all QSL 
organisers to contact me with a view 
to a nationa l QSL distribution 
network to our mutual benefit. 
J on Hirst. 
S.C.B.C., 
p.a. Box 1 BO, 
Comberton. 
Cambridge. 
CB370P. 

Breaker One Four Club 
I am cha irman of a Cit ize ns Band 
Club in Wrexham. The club is called 
the Breaker One Four Club and we 
a!c;o have a OX section called the 
Oscar Foxtrot OX Group. We have 
fifty members up to date. • 
It costs £ 1.00 to join and in return 
you receive a unit number and 
membership card. The club post 
office box is also available. 

I include a QSL card and would 
be pleased to hear from any other 
QSLers. We look forward to many 
contacts with the help of you r 
magazine. 

We hold our meetings at the 
Rhosddu Cunliffe Centre every other 
Wednesday and they start at 
7.30pm. All are we lcome. 
Mountain eer 
Breaker One Four Club. 
p.a . Box 94, 
Wrexham. 
Clywd . 
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Letters 
We are always pleased to receive letters from readers, 
but at times it is impossible to answer them all . We do try 
to eventually get round to answering letters with an 
S.A.E. but this may take some time. 

It is assumed that letters we receive are intended for 
publication un less they say otherwise. Letters for 
particular features like Back Chat, Q & A and Club News 
should have that m arked on the envelope and the 
correspondent's full name and address, although this 
wi ll not be publi shed if requested. Readers who are 

EAD R S E RVIC ES hoping for publicity for events, competitions and 'other 

:...~~::~:~:::::::~~~=::::;::;:::;:;;===:~ happenings' shou ld bear in mind that the magazine goes r to press at least two weeks before the magazine appears 
BACK NUM BE RS JANUARY 8 1/ 82/ 83 in the shops, and editorial copydatesare usuallya month 
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FEBRUARY 82/ 83 before the 'press' date . Please remember this when 
MARCH 81 / 82183 sending any information in . 

Simply fill out the form below -
photocopy it or write a quick note if, 
like me, you don't w ant to spoi l your 
file copy - pop in your cheque or 
postal order and sit back and wait. 

APRIL 81 /821 83 
MAY 8 1/ 82/ 83 
JUNE 8 1/82/83 
JULY 81 / 82/ 83 
AUGUST 81 / 82 / 83 
SEPTEMBER 82/83 

Writing for CB 

CITIZENS ' BAND: 513 London 
Road, Thornton Heath , Surrey. 

OCTOBER 8 1/ 82/ 83 
NOVEMBER 80/ 81 / 82/ 83 

We we lcome readers contributions, especially if they 
cover a new aspect of CB or are D.I.Y. projects. Unless 
you are experienced in contributing to magazines you 
may not be aware of how work should be presented - if 
in doubt wr ite fo r advice! 

DECEMBER 81 / 82183 
Telephoning 

NAME .......... . .... . . .. . . . ................... . ... . . .. It is very difficult to dea l with telephone queries, 
especia lly technical ones, as most of our energy has to 
go into putting the ma gazine together. If you can deal 
with it by letter, please do. 

ADDRESS ...... . ... . .. ....... .. ....... . ......... . . .... . . 

Back issues ... ...... . ........ . .. . ........ .. at £ 1. 25 each Back Numbers and Binders 
See left for detai ls of ba ck numbers available and the 
ordering detai ls. Binders for Citizens' Band magazine are 
also available from the same address at a price of £4.25, 
inclusive of postage and packing . 

I enclose £ . ..... . ...... . ... ... , ........ , . 
Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to 
ASP Ltd. 

TA 
COpy Cut out and SEND TO: Citizens ' Band. 

513, LONDON ROAD, THORNTON HEATH, 
SURREY, ENGLAND 

Please commence my personal subscription to Citizen'S Band with 

CITIZENS' BAND 
SUBSCRIPTION 

ORDER 
FORM 

the .... . ..... issue 

SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES 

I am enclosing my (delete as necessary) Cheque / Postal 
Order I lnternational Money Order for 

(tick 0 as appropriate) 
[13.20 for 12 issues 
U.K. 
[15.50 for 12 issues 
overseas surface 
[28.30 for 12 issues 
Air Mai l 

o 

o 

o 

[. 

(made payable to A.S.P. Ltd) 
OR 

Debit to my Access/ Barclaycard 
( • delete as necessary) 

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS and include post codes . 

Name (Mr / Mrs/ Miss) 
delete accordingly 

Address .................••..... . , .......... •...... • • ... 

Signature ........ ••.......... Date ............... . . 
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REFERENCE SECTION 

SQUELCH 
For anyone who has never used a rig before, this 
is probably the control that is the most difficult 
to understand. It exists to remove the 
background noise, that hissing sound that you 
can hear when there isn't a signal present. 
Nothing happens when the squelch knob is turn­
ed slowly clockwise, untit it reaches a point just 
above the level of the background noise. Then, 
suddenly, the noise will totally disappear and 
you will hear nothing at all until a signal that is 
stronger than the background noise is received. 
This signal will cause the squelch to open an you 
will hear it, but as soon as it disappears, the 
squelch will close again and no sound will come 
from the rig . Care should be taken when ad­
justing this control because the higher it is set, 
the stronger the incoming signal has to be in 
order to open it. For the best results, the control 
should be left at the position just past the point 
whare the background noise vanished . It will 
then let through any signal that is stronger than 
the background noise but not the noise itself. 

RF GAIN 
This is a variable attenuator that cuts down the 
ampli fication which is given to incoming signals 
and the more it is turned, the less the gain of your 
rig. This helps to prevent overloading when you 
are talking to someone who is very close by. 

SIGNAL STRENGTH/RF METER 
This is a dual function device that shows the 
relative strength of the signal you are receiving 
and of the signal you are transmitting . The 
S-Meter is usually calibrated 1-9 and the nearer 
to the 9 the needle is when you are receiving a 

CITIZENS' BAND JANUARY 1984 

LED DISPLAY 
DIMMER 

DelTA (FINE TUNE) 
TUNE CONTROL 

Signal, the stronger that Signal is. If someone 
asks you for a signal report, all you need to do is 
quote the number that is indicated on your 
S-Meter. This will give them a good idea of how 
well you are receiving them but you should 
remember that this is a relative indication and 
another rig under exactly the same cir­
cumstances could well give a reading that is 2 or 
3 points different. 

The same applies to the RF Meter. It also 
gives a relative indication of the power, you are 
putting out and it doesn 'tgive a reading in watts. 
When you have properly tuned your antenna, 
you should note the position of the needle when 
you transmit, it should be around the 8 mark. If it 
suddenly moves from this position when you are 
transmitting, you should immediately re-check 
your antenna as there will almost certainly be 
something wrong with it. 

NOISE BLANKER 
These two functions are often combined on one 
switch and although they operate differently, 
they both exist to cut down interference. Most 
ANL systems work reasonably well but an NB is 
a far more efficient device that will remove 
almost all of the crackles and pops that are caus­
ed by interference. 

LEDS (RXTX) 
The appropriate one of these light emitting 
diodes lights to show if you are transmitting or 
receiving . 

PA/CB 
This switch turns you rig into a low power public 
address amplifier when it is set to the PA posi­
tion. There is a socket on the back for an exten-

Rx INDICATOR 
LIGHT 

LED 
CHA NNEL 
DISPLAY 

ROTARY CHANNEL 
CONTROL 

sion horn type speaker to be plugged into and 
anything you say into the microphone will be 
amplified and broadcast through the speaker. 

MIC. GAIN. 
This control alters the amount of audio from the 
microphone used to modulate the outgoing 
Signal. When it is set to minimum, you are 
transmitting a blank carrier regardless of 
whether you speak into the microphone or not 
but when it's set to maximum, your signal is at 
almost 100% modulation. 

HIILO 
This switch cuts down the output power of your 
rig so that you can conform to the rule on the 
back of your licence that says that you must 
reduce you power by 10 dB if your base station 
antenna is more than 7 metres above ground 
level. 

CHANNEL SELECTOR 
This is the knob that you use to change chan­
nels. 

CHANNEL INDICATOR 
This window displays the number of the channel 
in use. Most sets use LEDs for this display but 
some manufacturers prefer to use liquid crystal 
of flourescent type displays. Displays will nor­
mally be bright red, oragne or green and visable 
in all but the most direct sunlight. 

CH 9 PRIORITY 
This switch allows you to go immediately to 
channel 9 without having to use the channel 
selector. 
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REFERENCE~~~~~ 

FM RIG CHECKLIST 
0 0 ., 

t 0 ~ 
" >.1% ~ 

~ ~~ -", 

go :!" 
~. "'-NAME ADDRESSES MODEL 

.,.,. o:f 

OBILES 
AM STA A D Amst,ad Consume. Electronics. ' · 7 G • • man Road. Lo ndon N17 CS90 l 40 13.8VDC C40 

AU OIO LINE Talecomms. 189 London Roed. North End, Poru m outh 34' 40 13.8VDC C60 

A UDIO LINE 340 40 , 3 .8VDC C40 

AUDIO LINE 342 40 1 3.aVDC £115 

BARRACUDA HaIlO.d' Mo to, Accessory Shops GT 868 40 13.8VDC C70 

BARRACUDA HP 940 40 13.8VDC CS5 

BINATONE 8'nI\lone HO<I5e. Be. es fo. d Av. Wembley. M <fd . BAEAKEAPHONE 40 13.aVDC C99 

BI NATONE ROUTE 66 40 13.8VDC £79.95 

BINATON E 5 ·STAR 40 13.aVOC £100 

COLT K B & Co ltd. 202 Cheetham HI li Rd. M.ncheSler 295 40 13.avoc £49.99 

COMMTRQN Roger 0, 83 1 M an sl 'eld Rd, Non s CB40F 40 , 3.8VDC C70 

COMMTRON CXX 40 ' 3.8VDC £69.96 

CYB ERNET Goodmans Loudlpe.kelS lld, Oow nley Road. Hay.nt , Han!s POO 2Nl BETA 1000 40 13 .aVOC C70 

CY BERNET BETA 2000 40 13.8VDC CS5 
C YBERN ET BETA 3000 40 13.BVDC £100 

ONT R.d'Olech n,cs Lld. Glove Way Be l Roy.1. S I lIowlence. J e lsey Cl M40FM SPECIAL 40 13.BVDC C'OO 
FIDELITY Fide~ l y RadIO l id. Vlclo na Rd. London NW1 0 CB 1000M 40 13.8VDC £70 

FID ELITY CB 2000M 40 13.8VDC C90 

FID ELITY 20001 FM 40 1.3.8VDC C70 

GRAND STAND BlHt·Ware Lld . Ripon Way. Hallogala. N. YOlks BLUEBIRD 40 13.8VDC C50 

GRANDSTAND HAWK 40 13.8VDC C30 

GRANDSTAND GEMINI 40 13.8VDC C60 

HAR RI ER Dixons Ph<)t09'.phic Lld CB MOBilE 40 13.8VDC C49 

HARRIER CS X 40 13.8VDC £89.99 

HARVARD Ha"" Overseas Ltd. Havald Hous.e. 14 16 Th ..... es Rd. BalkIng. Ess.ex 400M 40 13.8VDC CSO 

HARVARD 402 MPA 40 13.8VDC £69.95 

HARVARD H403 GOOD BUDDY 40 13 .8VDC C50 

HARVAAD 420M 40 13 .8VOC £100 

INTERCEPTOR Telecomms. 189 London Road. NO rlh End. Po" l n,ou!h INTERCEPTOR 40 13 .8VDC CSO 

INTERCEPTOR TC400 40 13 .8VOC C95 

INTERC EPTOR ONE HANOER 40 13.8VDC £100 

JOHNSON S lat Warehoule. Chalk Farm Rd. London JOHN SON 40 13.8VDC C50 

KAI SER Kaller Eh,Clfonrcl Nevrol l$ lra$Se 2 1 ·2 5. Waldor! Baden. W Gell"a ny UK 40 40 13.8VDC ITBA 

lADYlINE Ma rke t Dray1on. Salop QUASAR 40 13.8VDC CSO 

LAK E Roge. D. 83 1 Man. lrold Rd. No tt ingham NG6 3GF MANXMAN 850 40 13.8VDC £32.50 

LA KE MANXMAN 950 40 13.8VDC £37.50 

LOWE Lowe Electromcs. Matlock. Oerbys"uo TX 40 40 , 3 .8VOC C50 

MAGPIE MagpIe Elee l.onICS. PO SOx 35, AndOllo, . HM ts SP 10 2 LG AUTOSCAN 5000 40 13 .8VDC £120 

MAXCOM A M Teleeommunicat,ons. AM House. 17 ShllSlhalds Way. 4E 40 13 .8VDC C50 

MAXCOM Rickmanswo"h. HellS 6E 40 13 .8VOC C4S 

MA XCOM 20E 40 13.8VDC C50 

MAXCOM 2 'E 40 13.8VDC C50 

MAXCOM '6E 40 13.aVDC C40 

Remember - Shop around as prices can vary 
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~REFERENCE 
On the following pages you will find listed just about all of the CB rigs 

available for use on UKFM CB. We have split the reference section into three 
parts; mobile base and portable to make individual rigs easier to find. 

11 ~" 
~ '- :r '- '- " 0 ~ " ~ 0 

" I! .)., If ~ " G J:! 
., ~ !,? J:! i: ~ ~ 8 t: ~ !R il; G 0 " G ~ 0001 

~ ~ " '" ~ Cl ~ '" 0 o· ~ ~ !if ~ .. Cl 
~ 0 <q' q, ~ ~ 

to 

" to ~ ~ ... 
" ... " , .. f :. 

0 I ~ ~ ... p ~ !f ~ ~ ~ ~ G 0 

" <r ., 
" " 

• • • • • • • • • • SL Report Feb '82 AMSTRAD 

• • • • • • • • • SL AUDIOLlNE 

• • • • • • Report Feb '82 AUDIOLlNE 

• • • • • AUDIO LINE 

• • • • • • FL Great GTa6S chassis BARRACUDA 

• • • • • • • • • • • FL Cybernet chassis BARRACUDA 

• • • • • • • • - Report Feb '82 BINATONE 

• • • • • FL Repo rt Dee 'S1 BINATONE 

• • • • • • • • • SL BINATONE 

• • • • • FL COLT 

• • • • • • FL COMMTRON 

• • • • • • FL COMMTRON 

• • • • SL Ultra compact performer CYBERNET 

• • • • • • • • FL Report May '83 CYBERNET 

• • • • • • • • • • • FL Report Septermber '83 CVBERNET 

• • • • • • FL Report Julv '82 ONT 

• • • • SL Report December '8 1 FIDELITY 

• • • • • • • • • FL Report March '82 FIDELITY 

• • • • • • • • • Report September '82 FIDELITY 

• • • • • SL GRANDSTAND 

• • • • • • • SL GRANDSTAND 

• • • • • • • SL GRANDSTAND 

• • • • • SL Report Feb '82 HARRIER 

• • • • • • • • • SL HARRIER 

• • • • • • • FL HARVARO 

• • • • • • FL HARVARD 

• • • • • • • • • SL Report December '82 HARVARD 

• • • • • • • SL HARVARD 

• • • • • • • • SL INTERCEPTOR 

• • • • • • • • • FL INTERCEPTOR 

• • • • • • • • FL INTERCEPTOR 

• • • • • • FL Great Gla68 chassis JOHNSON 

• • • • • • FL KAISER 

• • • • • • • FL First marine rig LAOVlINE 

• • • SL LAKE 

• • • • • • SL LAKE 

• • • • • • • FL lOWE 

• • • • • • • • • FR Report Ap ril '83 MAGPIE 

• • • • • • FL Report March '83 MAXCOM 

• • • • • • FL Report November ' 82 MAXCOM 

• • • • • FL MAXCOM 

• • • • • FL MAXCOM 

• • • • • FL MAXCOM 

considerably from CB shop to CB shop! 
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REFERENC 
" MOBILES iif 

$ 
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(J 

~ 
MODEL i 
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• •• 1 ••• SL QV 
• --.. I SL rA IDV 
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• •••• I· .,. " .,," =. 
• • • • I. I. •• " ,.... ," ,. ••• 
• • --. I • •• SL 1 Repo,t I '83 L 

• •• --. --. I. re • I. ! FL UNIO.N 

• :. '_.1.1_ FL ~ 
• ••• FL 'R · I.. -. --. SL • • • I. •• I. • • • SL I Report Oetobe, '8 1 

YORK 

YORK I 134 ch.,,;, 

-
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REFERENCE 

BASE S 
BASES 

Ltd, U";119 8,lnloll El llte, l e-O'lw Rd. BASE 40 £150 

PORTABLES 0 0 D ~ 
D 

rh/; 0 ,-« "-
'" o"-J ~ 
~ ~ q,tt: «,.. .>. 

o~ 9.~ ~ 

NAME ADDRESSES MODEl i'~ § k~ 
(j '" ~ 

BEAR Air 8e" (UK) lid. Won1ev. Sheffield ASH 35 3 £44 

BINATONE Bin.tone HOUN. Be redord A"I OUI, Wembley, MicSdl, .. x lONGRANGER 40 BATIERIES £69.96 

DNT R.ctiolechnic:, Ltd , Grove W.y, hi Royel . SI lawrence. J e rsey Cl HF 12 / 3 3 BATIERIES £47.65 

HARRIER etaonl Photogrlphic lld WT' 2 BATTER IES £26 

HARRIER WT2 40 BATIEAIES £69.99 

HARVARO He"i. 0\181' .... Lld. H.rv •• d Hou ... 14·18 Themes Rd. B.rkil\g. es ... 0 -2 -0 2 BATTERY £20 

HARVARD 410T 40 8xAA cells £69.96 

HARVARD 10-4 CONVOY 2 BATTERY £'9.95 

HARVARD H6 2 BATTERY £29.96 

KAISER Solid 51111 E;rr~~o~o~U:JQ~1_:t'tfont Ave. Sh ... ...,. CBX40 40 BATTERY £80 

MAXCOM A. T.M., AM HoU18, 9, Olds Approach, Tolpits lane, Wllfont. Hlnl 7E 40 BATTERY £49.95 

MIDLAND Plultroni. Ltd. HemJKIIUl ln. Newc.. de ·und.'- ly ..... Stiff, 75-720 40 12VDC £69.96 

TANDY Tema Wey To_, Bridge SI. Welgll TR C1001 BATIERY £119 
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DHE 
It's much more fun breaking from home when 
the car's too cold to start - and it saves petrol! 

• • • • • • • FL 

Why not get out and about with a portable rig? 
Not only is it fun, there's fresh air too. 

• 
• • • -

• • • • • 
• • • • • -

• 
• 

• • • -
• 
• 

• • • 
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Report July '82 

Report April '82 

Report August 

FERENCE 

WAGNER 

BEAR 

BINATONE 

DNT 

HARRIER 

HARRIER 

HARVARO 

HARVAAD 

HARVARO 

HARVARD 

KAISER 

MAXCOM 

MIDLAND 

TANDY 
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REFERENCE======= 

A TE 
CHECKLIST 

Name 
All antennas have a number 
or name. Or both. Here we 
tell you what it is. 
Construction 
Most mobile antennas are 
made of stainless steel and 
most home based ones are 
made of aluminium. This is 
not always the case though. 
There are fibre glass mobiles 

The Home Office specs for CB antennas are lean and 
bordering on the mean. Still within that basic framework 
manufacturers have come up with some good designs. This 

% '" 
'" " newly laid out antenna checklist should help you ! ~ 

; i< 

f 
~ 

: 
~ " " ! '" NAME ADDRESSES MODEl o $ ; ~ It " ~ '- .. 

AER IAL SUPPLIES ~ .... ~._ 6 w......" H ....... Btom ...... Rd. R_I> Silver Sla. AC " '00 • P~. Wo<u IToI OU? 626:t01 Silve. Arrow AC ' .5 500 • Po. 

CBA 1500 SS Venous C 

ANTENNA INC. 12510 Telec:omm SS 0 .' M ~~~. 0 
Sope. Persuade . SS " M , 
MR 5 11 SS " M M., a 
M710 SS .. 5 M ',.lhs a 
AS MU5 SS 1 . 14 "0 M ',.M C 
AS M 128 SS '" "0 M - C 

ANTENN A .... ,, ' .. onc. Ud. ""co.bo.o.,., ''''h HP" 38~ AS M 13 1 SS 1 .14 >SO M guller 0 
SPECIALISTS AS MR440 SS U '00 M m., 0 

AS M T1 78 SS " "0 M m" 0 
AS M 5 10 SS U '00 M ~ .. " 0 
AS M2000 SS " "0 M '';''' 0 
AS9al2 SS U ... M m" 0 
le 86 SS 'M M m., 0 
le 80 SS 'M M , p, lrt,,·bued mIIg E 
le 15 SS , M Honk C 

ANTLER Sh .~._,. P"''''''''''C<I All, ... "" •. h, ..... lid .... ,"", IC 20 SS 1 '1, M .~f 0 O .. ,y,.... S.1op IC 30 SS , M gune' E 
IC 40 SS 1 '" M mirror E 
IC 80 SS ,. M m" C 

ARCHER '_t CotP r ..... w.,. ,_ St. 5" WoI .... W ... od 2 1 ·904 SS 0 .5 50 M "'," sn.p 0 

ARMSTRONG 51., • .- T,~ lOd A"""'"" ...... H_, 5-.-..... SAM 10 SS , 05 .. 000 M lort.ce , 
SAM 20 SS , 05 1 ,000 M 10,I.c. wllh , 

IP"ng 
TAK 10 SS 1 .06 1,000 M booTI;p , 
TAK 20 SS , 05 1.000 M booT lip a 

W'Th sprIng 
MAG10 SS , 05 .. 000 M .... gn.'ic 0 
MAG 20 SS , O. 1 ,000 M "'-V".Tic 0 

w.Th ep"ng 
BOY 20 SS 1 .06 1.000 M I.d. 0 
PEC 20 SS , O. 1.000 M aide & fold 

0_ & quick 
disconnecT 

TAK '01 SS 1.06 1.000 M boot lop a 
,l1uffi'Nlto, 

AVANTI co R ...... C ... ,,~ lid 33' ko .. ,,,,, Rd. "." ..... AV 241 (Moon. ake •• SS 1.22 M "ud 0 
AV24 1 T SS '" M "unk E 
AV24 1 M SS '" M m" E 
AV241 MM SS '" M IUpa l m.g a 

BADLAND , ... , ..... , A",,~'nd h. P,o_"". 5, ~y. 5"' ....... "'Ve .w SS '" m., a 

BANDIT TtlKomm,ltd '" l .. _ Ao .... Ho .. h E ..... .'0 ss '" M m., 0 
Pon • ..-, ... H.,,, "" SS 0 .6 1 M "'" 

, 
"" SS '" M m .. , 
• '0 SS , " M mirror , 
.30 SS , " M d .. II·Th.u E 
.30 SS '" M d"IHhlu E 
.'0 SS , " M ".,;oue 0 
.'0 SS , 22 M ",,,oue 0 
.50 SS 1.4 2 M ".,ioUI 0 
.50 SS 1.22 M " .. Iooe 0 

C 8RlT ca .. , \IN.J 5r."l_.W~. M ... ,h S'",g.ay AC ' .5 500 • "'. 0 
Whiplash SS " 25 M C 

CT INTERNATIONAL CT ... ,.,"" ....... ,. Cl( Wkl lid. ""', 3 ..... td>om , ..... h~ MG27 SS 0 ,91 - M "'" C 
liS s" .. _ ... Rd ..... , ........ S ... ..,. 

OIAl ·A·MATCH wrAEIoc .. """,.Ud 111 C_Ad. __ ". N-..=h Rubber Duck - R 03 M ' .. 
IT •• 0606 47"4 1 530 (Ch, rokee) SS 0 .61 M - C 

53 1 HBF SS 0 .61 M - C 
53 1 S MF SS 0 .6 1 - M - , 
5<0 SS 1 .22 M - E 
54 1 H8F SS 1. 22 M E - 541 SMF SS 1.22 M E 
520 (Hallb r.edl SS 1.2 7 - M - C 

DIG ITEK UK LTD 119181 S" •• ,h .... Ad ... ''0"",,,. 5~".y Falcon 27 SS ' .5 M "arioul 0 
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REFERENCE 
to the world of antennas and what we tell you in our checklist. 

and stainless steel home bas­
ed antennas. 

imum two watts. However, 
the higher the maximum 
power figure given the stur­
dier the antenna w ill be. 
Type 

Length 
The longer the better is 
always my motto. As long as 
it 's not over 1.5 m. Other­
wise- it's illegal. We tell you 
the exact length. 

It 's no use buying a home 
base antenna if you want to 
use your rig from the car. We 
tell you which are which 
Mobile or Base. At the mo­
ment the number of mobile 

M aximum power 
This is given as a guide only. 
The law allows for a max-

K"y: Co . £10 - (14.99 G:· (30 - [39.99 
Prlc" Bandl 0 :· [15 - £19.99 H:· [40~. 

A:· ,, - [4.99 E:· £20 _ [24.99 CDnlttucdoft 

8:· ,, - n .99 F:· [25 - £29.99 SS - S ........ S .... 

NAME ADDRESSES 

DIXONS o.">,,,"""''''~ 

HOT ROD 200 ... ,," Rod ZOO. 5' .... ..,. 1,..,,"9 lid ... ""Iey ..... N ..... po'" 
5"' ........ 

fREEMAN 80 r ....... n .. P •• _ ,,,,h"'!l R", """"" f",." '"" [O! 

PAROOW __ "eo w .. """,~ 

CB SERVICES '7 C'obU. ... , H,t,,0jI0~. N 'I'_,"'GI38O 

MIDWEST 

MODULATORS .... w __ ........ _w"'~ .. 
S_,." ,_h, "-. 

MOTOROlA Mo_. hylO<, RII S'o"""', ... ,,,,, ... "'. ," 

OCT. U"'" fo ... ' .. 1d la- ''''' ( ..... Go ....... ", ~. 

PANORAMA P_ ....... 1JW...,....",RII 1_SW1!t2IS 

PR IOOW 

Al - A~miroium 

FG - Fit" .... 
AppIe.1Ion 

M - M_ 

REVCa ,_ ..... I .' 1_ AOOd/« ...... t"" P ..... _ .... H ..... 

SH IRA 

SIRTEl $N'" 24 ... ,,~ Sol 011 U .. _II Ac>. WoocI."'" ,,, .. [0 •• 

P.''''-OUQI> 

SMC Oiu,.So.o.h_."'"C-.. ..... '".,_ ... O' ............... 'o,,_ 
s.o..m.-pl.." so. ION 

SPYOER 

TAGRA ca Rod ... C .... ". lM. J37 "_''''' R". Ko,,_ 

THORO BRED Gel ....... ' € .......... lo_. G •• the ... 

WITCHSTICK CJM _'0. foc'o<o. tI.U F."" A .... lo ..... """" w., ....... 
_ •• 09213 1" •• 

WTA elECTRONICS 111 C.ama, 11<1. ~ .. _ N.........ch. ,.", • ..,. 

VA N ORDT 11.., 0,,, •. ".' CII ~"' . ZOI OU~,,_ .... 1"' ..... _ 
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antennas far outweigh the 
number of home based ones. 
But there are more and more 
home base antennas coming 
onto the market. 
Mount 
The majority of mobile anten­
nas are held in place by a 
magnet - these are ca lled 
mag mounts. Others are at­
tached by means of a clamp 

to the boot or edge of the 
roof. Some are drilHhrough 
antennas which are just the 
same as normal car radio 
aerials. 

Home based antennas are 
po les, tripods o r gutter 
mounts. Tripods are free 
standing and gutter mounts 
are attached in a way similar 
to trunk or bootmounts. 

• -.-

~/~ 
No.1: p.cc .. '"11''''''' "' ••• lluide oNo,. iZ '" 

C!1 
o ~ ., 
'" !1 f! ;r: i 

~ 
MODEl I j i l t1 j f 

Ha"ier ss 0 .' - M ... 0 

FM UK ss '" M I/I,hl • 
ThEt Inlladot AL ' .6 250 • """ • Tha Thunde tpole AL ' .6 500 • ""I. F 

Bullwhip ss ... - M III';OUI C 
Knuck leduster AL " • - 0 

Oial ·a·,,,ne ss 0 .61 .00 M 111"0<>$ C 
Oial ·,,· 'une ss 1.22 2 M ,1I1';OU5 0 

MOBilE lC ss " 1.000 M , C 
MOBILE SC SS '-' 1.000 M C 
MDX lC ss '-5 ' ,000 M .; C 
MOX SC ss ' .5 1.000 M C 
934 BASE F. ' .5 1.000 • - H 
934 MOBilE F. '-' 1.000 • Guile . • VHF MOBilE SS " , 1.000 M . C 
VHF BASE SS ' .6 '-000 • , .. 0 
27 lIC BASE AL ' .5 1.000 B Wall 0 
27 OX BASE AL L6 1.000 • , ... 0 

EC106M - - M - F 

"'0 SS ". '00 M lI.,iou, • Z27 SS 1.45 200 M ""io ... B 

CB27 SS 1.22 - M ..... B 

KT40 , .. M I.unlt C 

Rellco SS , 100 M lI.,iou. • 
SYS 206M SS , M ..... C 
SYS 203C F. 076 M trunk C 
MA62 0 .91 M - C 

GP Messenge r SS ,., - • dlmp • GP Signal Keepor SS '- 5 - D ,,;pOd F 

OSCI' Base CBA 11GP SS ' .6 • F 
Oscat Base II VIIS SS ,., - B - F 
Oscar IICM SS '-' - M m., 0 
Oscar liCE SS '-' - M loklover bu" • Oscar liNE SS ,., - M ·pull·up· C 

Oscar IISE SS '-5 - M ·kH:it ing. C 
coli" , ' foldovet 

Oscar TMCAS SS , - '.H • uunk B 

Spyder AL ,,' B .... B 

TOO SS , .. .00 M ..... iou. , 
25> SS '-5 M III'io", C Z27 SS ... M %- B 
l ock"'ne SS '-. • III.lou. C 

WilChs t ick homebase AL '-5 - B - , 
Wot Pole AL " • "". Wot Mag SS " M .-. 
Audio King 
AKO · l 00 

SS " 2.000 M %- • 
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CITIZENS' BAND 
Lineage: .... 
30p per word (minimum 15 words) ~ _ 
Semi display: £6.00 per sing le co lumn centimetre 
Ring for information on series book ings/ discounts. 

All advertisements in this section must be prepaid. 
Advert isements are accepted subject to the terms and conditions 
printed on the advertisement rate card (available on request) . 

01-437 1002 Ext 297 
from Dec 19th 437 0699 

Send your requirements to: 
ASP,1 Golden Square, London W1 

CARDS, STICKERS & BADGES COMPONENTS 

Boost your club's imago in '83 
Many Many Advantages 
Many other uses 
From 10p oach. A top quality 
product at a reasonable price 
Write or teleohone for details : 

D & M BUSINESS CARDS 
23 Shepard Close 

Essex SS9 5YR 

(0702) 527361 

IPI'RS:O~IAL.lSE'D QSL CARDS 
£13.75.. Handlecards 

1000 £8.70, cheap logbooks, 
(S.A.E. samples). CB Print, 89 
Oerwent Street, Con sett OH8 

T. 

T-Shirt and sweatshirt printing. Full 
range 01 colours and sizes. Also per­
sonalised engraved badges. We cater 
l or all CB enthusiasts, CB clu bs, 
monitoring teams. Mail order only. Tel: 

(0235) 2t400. Ring lor pr ice IIsl. 

PERSONALIZED embroi­
dered badges. Circular 3%in. 
dia. or rectangular 4in x 2in. 
Black or white background. 
Thread co lours red , white, 
blue, yellow, orange, green or 
black. (No pictures or logos). 
Club name, league, team , etc. 
+ your name, handle, etc. 
Suitable for any sport. Top 
quality. Washable. No 
minimum quantity. Send £1.50 
per badge. Cheques, PO's, 
Barclaycard or Access. Pin-on 
eyebal l badges only 60p. 
American style peak caps £3. 
Ring for detai ls, Binders 
Badges, 3 Abbey Passage, 
Spalding PEll 100. (0775) 
5834 (not Thursdays) . 

I RADIO CAROLlNE Souvenirs. 
Send SAE for all the Carol ine 
News in our magazine. Send 
£3 subscription to Caroline 
Movement, Oept A, BCM­
BFRM, London WC1N 3XX. 

HAPPY COBBLER. Custom 
OSL cards, 1000 full colour 
personalized QSL cards, £40 
plus £2.50 p&p. Club 
discounts. Send SAE to PO 
Box 99, Northampton NN2 
6HU. 

QSL BUREAU - Any club Iph,otc)gr;,ph 
members can use our bureau. 
We handle al l incoming cards. 
Send £2.00yearly subscription 
plus supply 01 9 x 6 SAE to 
Sierra Hotel, QSL Bureau, 
P.O. Box 7, Goole DN14 5RG. ,~"oo,. 

UBBER STAMPS. Person­
ise your OSL, specia l 

designs no problem. Your 
handle for £2.20 (state size). 

unts for quantity. Two 
Ring for quote. 

Ltd, 42-44 Princes 
Hull. (0482) 48134. 

Rubber Stamps. 
easonable pr i ces. SAE 

Jones (CB1), St. Ivy , 
orth Road , Queenborough, 
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EYEBALL/HANDLE CARDS. 
OSL's. Good selection . Send 
£1.00 for sample pack of 50 
and details. T. Smith, 52 
Brunswick Road , Wednesbury 
W. Midlands WS10 9HH. 

UNION JACKS for OSL 
contacts 3% ins x 2 ins. Self~ 
adhesive plastic coated. 100 
£3.50 inclusive. K . M. 
Enterprises , 191 Joyners 
Field, Harrow, Essex CM18 
700. 

EYEBALL and OSL cards with 
pictures. Your design repro­
duced. Standard printed on 
gloss card. Thermographic 
(raised type) on mixed 
coloured matt card. Special 
club discount. Send £1 + SAE 
for details. R. Piper, 24 Albert 
St., Maidstone, Kent ME14 
2RN (0622) 682426. 

FOR ALL OX and OSLers. We 
have QSL rubber stamps, base, 
handles and key rings. SAE to M 
& M AubberStamps, PO Box 13, 
Newquay TA? 2PA. Alsothevery 
popular Anglo American OX 
manual full of OX info. Send 
£1.50 to PO Box above. Bulk 
prices to clubs on application. 

EYEBALL CARDS with your 
photograph and hand le. £6.00 
for 250. Agents also wanted. 
£1 .00 for cata logue, returnable 
first order. The Handlecard 
Man, Unit 6, Ford Place, South 
Ockenden , Essex. 

~ IC's + 
Transistors 

r 
S.A.E. for prices of component 

7, Thyra Court, 
Nottingham, 
NG3 SGT, 

LOW COST, high quali ty com­
ponents, e.g. 2SC71O - 34p , 
2SC945 - 17p, 2SC1226 -

, 2SC1307 - £1.72 ,. 
957 - 38p, 2SC2708 
, KIA7205 £1 .55, 

LA1230 - £2.64, LA4422 -
£1.55 , LC7137 - £3.28 , 
MB3712 - £1.72, MC3357 -
£5 .17, PLL02A - £7 .68, 
TA720S - 78p, TA7222 -
£1.55 , TA7310 - £1 .29 , 
UPCl182 - £1.47. Others 
available, orders over £3 post 
free. Others add 50p. CB 
Centre, 80 Sixh ills Street, 
Grimsby , South Humberrsiclel 
DN32 9HT. Tel: 0472360037 . 

BE KNOWN, 
ADVERTISE 

Phone DEBBIE 
on 01 - 437 0699 

HANDLECARDS100£1. OSLs I SUPERSTAR 360 FM 800 ch 
100 £2. 100 of each £2.50. UK all modes, Bremi 
Many standard rainbow mains linear, HAM 
designs. Currie QSLs, PO Box Mic, all as new, £220. 
5, Consett , Co. Durham. Ipswich 830327. 
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RIGS & TWIGS 

WEMBLEY FOR CB 
K40 £27.95. Thunderpole 11 
£15.90, 227 £6.95, 40 Channel 
Mobile Rigs from £17 .95. SAE for 

price list 

TINSMANN CB 
3- 9 Wembley Commercial 

Centre, 
East Lane, Wembley, Middx. 

Tel: 01-904 3507 

AUTOMATIC Antenna Switch. 
Fu lly automatic R.F. swi tching 
use high gain receive antenna 
and legal transmit antenna. 
£9.95 + 50p p&p . BG 
Electronics , Freepost, 
Spennymoor, Co Durham 
DL 16 7BR. 

SPIRITS CB WORLD for the 
cheapest prices on the South 
Coast. Ring or write for price 
l ist. 2 Market Way, Ports­
mouth . Tel : Portsmouth 
732234. 

934 MHZ. Agenls lor rellec. 
Radios and accessories always 

,in stock. Please send SAE for 
detai ls. Everite. 4 Coventry Road, 
H inc kl ey . Phone Hinkl e y 
634453. 

WARLOCK 
934/27 

AnnounCing the Warlock 934 & 27 
Transceivers. Nor a converter. Two 
Radios in one uni!. Please phone or 
send S.A.E. for full detaHs to the sole 

agents. 
Everite,4 Coventry Rd , Hinck ley. 

Leics. 
Tel: Hinckley 637431 or 634453 

RIG DOCTORS 

CONVERSION BOARDS at 
trade prices. AM chan nel 
expansion, FM etc. Crystals 
supplied. Delai ls: SAE, K. S. 
Services, 90 Porter Road 
Basingstone, Hants R'G22 
4JR. 

,934 MHZ. Convert you r set 
(Reftec) 10 40 chan at 25kHZ. 
Kit o f parts an d full 
instructions £15. PC49, 4 
Haddington Street, Hove, 
Sussex. 
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FOR SALE 

SHEPPERTON CB CENTRE 

Genuine Firesticks from £2.87. Vast 
quantities in StOCk. All colours. 

Firesticks ........ . ..... . ... from £2.87 
Flresticks mag·mount ....... . . £5.50 
Half-wave dl-pole . . .... ... .. .. . £9.00 
ExtenSion speakers .... from £2.85 
Hump mount speakers ... .. ... £4.96 
RADIOMOBILE RIG 202s £56.95 

Much more stock at low prices All 
prices include VAT. 

Station Garage, 
Station Approach, 

Shepperton. 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 

CB PLL DATA BOOK 
NEW INT'L EDITION 

How they work and how to modify them. Complete 
specs on every PLL device including all UK chips. 

Easy non-techn ical readingl 

"SCREWDRIVER EXPERTS' GUIDE 
The bible of DIY CB repairs! Each book 

eRO;~~;De 
7 Thyra Court, Nottingham NG3 5GT 

TEL: (0932) 244742 THE ANGLO AMERICAN DX 
'----'----'--------' I Manual. A great gift. £1.50 inc. 

to P.D . Box 13, Newquay, 
Cornwall TR7 2PA. Also 25p 

CLUBS 

NATO 2000 200 CH AM FM 
SSB CW £85. Also £70 of 
accessories for sale. Phon e 
01-8780448 for details. 

COMPONENTS, Valves. SAE 
for list , high gain 5 AM/ FM/ 
SSB 520 channel s £135. 
Guildford CB, 34 AldershOI 
Road, Guildford. 0483574434 . 

ACCESSORIES 

FM Noise Exterminator New 
British Product eliminates noise 
between FM tran:;:;".;ssions without 
losing weak signals. Self-contained 
plug·m unit housed in allracl ive 
case. £19.95 inclusive. t o day 
money back guarantee. 
FM Board 455 KHz. FM Board 'or 
CB / Ham use. Prealigned £7.50 inc. 
Shiftboard Crystal oscillator for 
mixer type PLl. PCB accepls 3 
crystals. Tested module £3.75 Inc. 

Crystals £6 each fitted . 
SAE details: 

EBT COMMUNICATIONS 
Chapel Lane, Woodlands, 

Wimborne, Dorset BH2t 6LU. 

RIG BOARDS 
MIDNIGHT BOARD 

Fits Maxcon. Midland, Harrier, 
Harvard. York, Uniace, Audjollne. 
Rotel and many more. Very easily 

fitted. 
FM PRE-AMP BOARD 

Fils any rig. increases pull in range 
by 20 dB 

FM NOISE DECIMATOR 
Fits any rig, cleans up unwanted 

demodulated noise. 
Enquiries to: K.T.V., Martin 

Buildings, Stone house Street, 
Mlddlesborou9h, Cleveland , 

Tel: 0642 829238 
Good Trade Discounts Available 

stamp for Free membership to 
Fistral Bay DX Club. Affiliated 
10 AA. 

EQUIPMENT 

All CB requirements rigs by 
TeJecomm, Cybernet. Uniden. 
twigs by Tagra. Sirte! and Valor. 
PSU, SWR and power meters. 
Plus all other accessories. 
Excellent repair and conver­
sion service plus a personal TV 
and CB aerial fill ing service. 

Beta Comm Systems 
231 Chorley Road, Swinton, 

Greater Manchester. 
Tel: 061-793 1010 

CONVERSION BOARDS , 
j legal, FM AM expansion etc . 
J Crystals. Just released, UK FM 
expansion board . SAE details. 

I K. S. Services, 90 Porter Road , 
Basingstoke. Hants RG22 4JR. 

R W BAOLANO L TO 
We are the makers o f the famous Satell i te 
Limpet Magnet Base (tens of thousands 
already sold). We are now oiler readers the 
chance 10 buy d irect from the factory. 
Satell i te Li mpet Magnet Base £5.00 + P&P 

60p. Please send C heque/ PO or call to: 
R W Bradland Lld, Rollan Trading Estate, 
Providence Street, Lye, Stourbrldge. W. 

Midlands. Lye: 3160 01 505 1 

SERVICES 

COMPUTER CODE'S a CB 
must. Modge private messages.· 
phone numbers , addre sse s 
without fear of wall ies. Tested for 
easy use. After sales service. 
£5.00 and SAE, Hadley, 43 
Dawl ish Road. Selly Oak , 
Birmingham 829. 

NEED NEW 
MEMBERS? 
ADVERTISE 

HERE! 

GREAT BRITISH QSL-DX 
CLUB for LIFE MEMBERSHIP. 
Union Jack OSLs. Rubber 
slamp. elc. elc. Send £6 10 
Subscription Secretary, p.a. Box 
5. Conselt , DH8 8NG. 

LIMA TANGO DX Group Life 
Membership, £2.00. Cards, 
stickers, lots more. P.D. Box 
17, Lowestoft , Suffolk NR32 
5ET. 

·PLASTIC Cl ub Cards, QSL 
Cards, Eyeball Cards, Club 
Badges, Wallets, Stickers and 
much more printed to order. 
Fo r C lu b O-xe r s and 
businesses send 17p stamp for 
P.D. Box 75, Hounslow, 
Middlesex TW3 2HZ. 

FOR ALL 
YOUR 

CLASSIFIED 
NEEDS 
PHONE 

ASP LTD 

01 - 437 1002 
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AVON 

Patchway Cars CB Centr~ 
Gloucester Road, Palchway, Brls lol. 

Tel: 0272 69433 1 
Mon-Fn 8-5.30pm. Sat B-4pm, 

Sun 10-2pm 
Retail dealer stocking all types of 

CB and CTVR eqUlpmenl 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

JB<t.@'<ff!.!k@.~ 
"" ff<ff!.<t.<ff!.ril!.9J@. 

84 Wellington Street. Luton 
Beds. 0582 33625 

Open 10am-6pm Mon-Sat 
(excluding Wednesdays) 

For the best In CB 8< Telephones 
FULL SERVICE FACILITIES 

BERKSHIRE 

RATCHET SHACK 
Unit 6, 8 Bells Arcade, 

Newbury, Berks. 
(0635) 31451 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

VANNER C.B. 
CENTRES 

3 Croft Road, Slony Stratford , 
Millon Keynes. Tel: 565981 

Also at: 34 Gloucester Avenue. 
Northampton. Tel 66704. 

9.;JOam-5.30pm. Closed Thursdays. 
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HAMPSHIRE 

CB WORLD 6 
2 Mari..et Way, Portsmouth , 

Hampshire P01 48X. 

Wholesale and Retail. SAE for pnce 
list 

PORTSMOUTH 732234 
9am-5 .30pm 1 pm Wednesday 

HEREFORDSHIRE & 
WORCESTERSHIRE 

SOUND WAVES 
ELECTRONICS 

New Street, Ledbury, 
Herefordshire 

Amateur & Radio 27/934 
MHz CB. 

TEL: 0531 4676 

HUMBERSIDE· SOUTH 

<l!leet~orpejJ <I!)} <l!entre 

(Corrigans) 
15 Grimsby Road, Cleelhorpes. 

Tel: 0472 40703 

OPEN: 
Monday-Saturday 9.30 am - 6 pm 

SCUNTHORPE C.B. 
CENTRE 

Sales and Services, Rigs and 
Accessories 

4 Ferry Road, Scunthorpe. 
S. Humberside 

Tel: 0724 842744 
Open: Sundays 10.30-3pm 

KENT 

FOR THE BEST IN C.B. 
I -3 Station Road, Rainham, Kent. 

lel: Medway (0634 ) 373960 Ex\. 2 

Open 7 days a week. 
Main agents for Superkrunch 

FABULOUS PHONES 
CB & Telephone eqUIp suppliers 

72 High Slreet. Orplngton 
Tel 10689J 74051 

Open: Mon· Sal 9am - 530 pm 

BREAKER 
BASES 

KENT 

TH~.5HOP 
Ca-CB SHOP 

1·3 St. James' Rd., Gravesend. 
Tel: 67171 

OPEN: 6 days. Mon - Sat 9am-
5.30pm. (Fri 7 pm) 

MANCHESTER 

SYSTEMS 
C.B .• HAM RADIO. SATE LITE T.V. 

231 Charley Road, Swinton. 
Te l: 061-7931010 

NORFOLK 

PARKSIDE 
GARAGE 
Thursford, 
Fakenham. 

Tel: Thursford 
Open: 6 days 9 - 6 

Area Rotel and Grandstand 
Dealers 

NORTH WALES 

D.C.B. RADIO 
28 Welsh Road, Garden City, 

Deeside, Clwyd. 
Tel: (0244) 821104 

OPEN: 7 days 9.30 - 6 
(Fri 'tiIl7pm, Sun 12 · 4) 

OXFORDSHIRE 

MODULATIONS 
COMMUNICATIONS 

62 Woollon Road, 
Ablngdon, O)((ln. 
Tel: 0235 . 21400 

Open: 7 days Mon-Sat 
9-S.30pm Sun 9-12 

Instant Credll Facllilles. Main agenls for 
Reltec and 934 MHZ 

Wholesale, Re1ail and Mail Order 

SCOTLAND 

AXDON 
32 Atholl Street, Perth. 

Tel: 0738 23753. Open 6 days. 
CYBERNET. MIDLAND. HAAVARD. 

FIDELITY. Mail order service 
available. Everything tor your CB al 
AXDON. Send tor price list quoting 

reference CB. 

SUSSEX 

T"e« ;.B.~ 
«:.·utre ~ 
Inrange Lld, 8 Marine Court, 
Sl Leonards on Sea. 
Tel: Hastings (0424) 443185/442025 
Open: 7 days. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30 
Sun 10-2.30. Retail & Wholesale. 

SURREY 

72b Reading Road. Yateley. 
Nr.Camberley. 

Tol: Vato loy (0252) 877222. 
Open: 9am-5pm. 

WALES 

CAERPHILLY CB 
CENTRE 

CB 
Rigs 

CB 
Twigs 

55 Van Road, Caerphilly, 
Mid Glamorgan. 
Tel: 0222 882450 

Easy parking. 1 Oam-l pm. 2-15pm-6pm 
6 days. Keen pnces. All acceSSOries, 

Good service by Rig Doctor. 

PUT YOUR 
BUSINESS ON 

THE MAP 
PHONE DEBBIE 

01 - 437 0699 
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· We've got the lot! 

Call 0476 76928 for ~J."., 
your nearest retailer ~<~~#' 
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