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B The Thunderpolell from the UK market leader of the fastest
salling high-performance legal base station antenna.

B The highest star-rated antenna for Performance, SWR
Adjustment, Installation and Value (" Citizens Band'’).

B Exciting new ribbed coil design with doubly encapsulated
windings for maximum performance and all-weather
protection.

B Tests indicate performance matching that of an illegal 5dB
home base antenna,

B Base loaded coil on a single radiating element 1.5m long —
pre-tuned and requiring no SWR adjustment,

W Precision-machined alloy base with 3 angled ground planes,
each 2.67m long, with cross bracing and designed for
maximum performance.

B Power 500W — Frequency 27Mhz — SWR 1:1.5 or less,

Bl Pole mounting base 1% ins, dia,

Bl Price just £25.00 incl. vAT plus carriage £3.95 and each
antenna is individually guaranteed.

THUMNDERPOLES ARE GO! Read what "Citizens Band"
magazine says about the fantastic Thunderpole:

“A well constructed, easily assembled and erected, excellent
performance legal antenna with the added bonus that it is pre-
tuned. ™

“The Thunderpole was the best all-round base station
antenna tested, looking and performing almost the
same as the famous Hlegal Starduster.”

“The Thunderpole being a top performance legal
antenna at the cornpetitive price of £25 has proved
to be a very popular choice for base stations.”

“The Thunderpole is pre-tuned, as all good
home-base antenna should be. You simply stick

i GETCHA FEDALTO THE
METAL POWN 70 YOUR
K6 & TWiE SHOP FOR THE
SUPER-EXPLOSIVE POWER OF

it up on a pofe and plug it in to the rig. ™

FOR MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE
INSIST ON A GENUINE
THUNDERPOLE

THUNDERPOLE ANTENNA U.K. LTD.
{a subsidiary of Freeman & Pardoe Ltd.)
Tything Road

Arden Forest Industrial Estate
ALCESTER

Warks. B49 6ES.

Phone: (0789) 762 673

Ask atyour local CB stockist now.

Tha Thunderpole design and
namae are registered trade
miarks of Frasiman & Pardoe Ltd
© Freeman & Pardoe 1983

. THUNOERPOLET] I
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Citizens'Band

Cover this Month
Featured in full homely splendour is
the big new base station from Uniace
— the 300. You can read a full, in-
depth review inside and win one by
entering our thrilling competition. But
onto matters much more serious —
this month's silly story . . .

William Shakespeare, a writer, TV

critic and playwright of some renown,

was driving his van to a very important
literary conference. When alas and
alack his van refused to co-operate
and stopped dead.

Was this the end of his midsummer
night’s dream or was he making much
ado about nothing? In desperation he
called 10-33 for assistance on his CB
radio. His call was answered and
assistance duly arrived in the form of
two hefty CBers namely one King Lear
and his sidekick Hamlet. A few words
were spoken, some nuts worked at and
quite a bit of good old brute force was
applied. The problem solved and
thanks given Will drove off with great
haste. As he departed Hamlet said to
King Lear 'Who pray was that?’ and
King Lear replied, 'A BARD IN THE
VAN NEEDING TWO MEN TO PUSH'.
Derek McCorkel.
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FAGCTORY APPOINTED
DISTRIBUTORS OF

ZETAGI

QUALITY EQUIPMENT

LINEAR AMPLIFIERS

B30
25 Watt AM/FM

50 Watt SS8 Mobile
Power Ampilifier
FRQ.

B300P
Al Band Power Amp.
FRQ. 2—-30 MHZ.

PWR: )
70—200 W AM/FM
140—400 W L
SSB with
Pre-Amp

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

P27
High quality low
noise CB Pre-Amp.
Adjustable gain to
25 Dbs
with S
meter for connection to rig

left
f1.

M27

High Power (500
Waltt) CB Antenna

MOD 202

High quality SWR
Meter giving direct
readings of forward
and reflected power:
plus'SWR, up 10 1 KW

M

MOD 156S St
Stabilized'4—15 Volt
power supply.
Twin meter

25 Amp Peak
Twin meter

-

I

40 MORE

ZETAGI ITEMS

IN OUR
CATALOGUE

B70
Mobile Power Amp.

60 Watt AM/FM
120 Watt SSB
FRQ. 26—30 MH7

. £39%4

B35 ¢
Same spec. as B3
butincorporates a

relay switch'so unit may be

In line when switched

BV 131
Mains Power Amp

| 'Mode: AM/FM/SSB
PWR: 100-250 Watt

P27/1

Slimline low noise CB
Pre-Amp.
. Adjustable
gain to 25 Dbs.
ﬁ

P27M%

Mobile low noise C
Pre~Amp.
Adjustable

gain to 25 Dbs. .

TM1000
High Power (1 KW) &
Antenna Maicher |58

Power Meter
SWR Meter

2 Way Ant.
Switch in
one box./

OD 1220S

abilized power

supply.

MM 27
CB Antenna
Matcher (100 Watt)

L7

FACTORY APPOINTED
DISTRIBUTORS OF

SADELTA®

MICROPHONES

ECHO MASTER
Base microphone
The ultimate echo
microphone! Giving
sharp, crisp audio
even with high

levels of
echo. %

HM 30

Amplified electret
hand microphone
Using an electret
capsule this
amplified hand mic.
glvas outstanding

clarity on
£12-95
MB 30

any rig.

Electret base
microphone.
This power mic
using an electret
cartridge to give
outstanding clarity
and power

BRAVO 2
Compressor base
microphone.

Very high quality
pre-amplifler plus
compressor power
microphone In a
de-luxe cablnet
with 2 meters. Also
incorporates normal
—vox switch for Ham

radio usew

BRAVO O
Compressor bass
microphone

High quality
Pre-Amp plus
COmpPrassor power
microphone with
variable modulation
and compression
controls.

LM 20

Voice controlled
microphone

A unique voice
operated throat
microphone leaving

/
both hands free for
driving or
writing.

Simply ‘phone — quoting Barc/av or Access number for immediate despatch of items listed.

AME DAY DESPATCH ~HOTLINE 0705662195,
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=———=THE U.K's LEADING C.B. DISTRIBUTO

FACTORY APPOINTED
DISTRIBUTORAS OF

AKD

. VAMPLIFIER Model VA1

Combined Signal Booster and RF

Variable Attenuator for optimum recaption

on 27 MHZ under dfficult band
a conditions.

Featurss

® Low noise FET Pre—Amp

® Variable RF Attenuator {to

raduce the worst effects of “Bleedover")

HIGH QUALITY TV1 FILTERS

HIGH PASS FILTER (HPF1)
X3 wiEEEN

This |s a standard TV1 Filter and
wlll provide 70 Db of rejection.
Features a built in brald
breaker.

Wand held

Facilliates 1he tracing of intederance, "bug
transmisgions, case amissions lc.

Spectal aerial supplled glves mnge up to 50
a transmission of 2 walls erp.

for general diractlon finding over greatar di
Audio monitor-1 weit lnto 8 chms.
Earpleca providod

Suilable for FM, AM, SSB. CW.
Batlery oparated (8 volt PP3 typeg
Night light

2 yaar guaraniea.

NOTCH FILTER (TNF2)
e

This unit Is for savere cases of
CB interference. Featuring
tuned filter on both Inner and
outer conductors. Also
available tuned to

amaleur radio bands.

ce

«

DEALERS SHOULD CONTACT OUR TRADE
DEPARTMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS

*

FACTORY APPOINTED .
DISTRIBUTORS o%- Z en lt

AUDIO PRODUCTS E

ZENITH SPEECH
PROCESSOR

reatures hybrid technology for
maximum talk powerl|

The P-202 provides an increase in
signal output fevei and reduces ihe

FM —- SSB — AM

x X %

2%

maka 1he dilerence between

PRECISION DIRECTION FINDER

- A compazt unlt lor pinpalnling Iha locotion of Radio Fragquency Tranwmissions

Can be used with standard 50 ohm directicnal aerlals

MODEL PDF -11M
covering the 27MHz
Citizens Bond

s”, illegat

metres for

stances.

AS SUPPLIED TO)
BRITISH TELECOM

CB SIGNAL BOOSTER

Low noise hi%h quality FET
Pra—-Amp with 24 Dbs galn
Automatic R.F. switching

CB VAMPIRE

G

R.F.Switched Attenuator which
should reduce the worst effects

of “Bleedover” sutfered m

onmany hrands of
|7MAIL ORDER DEPT.

transcelver.
189 London Road
North End
Portsmouth
PO2 9AE

asignal

dyiaamic ranga af the signal-an
essenlial fealure In  epplications
vAitra & consistént high level output
15 197juirad Irom a signal which varies
In smplitude. The added ‘talk power

, lor use at the discrelion of the user.

which !s readable and one which is
varely audible,

Alsoincorporated Inthe P-202 Isan
*aclive’ limiler circuit which Is intanded

The problems wilh distortion normally

3 Posltlon gwlitch tor by-pass,
PWR mic or processor control.

of thg P-202 speach processor can

degree wilh the Zenilh

ZX 4 safety mic

@ Saferdrlving
® Easy Installation
@ Suitable for all modes

oo

CB TO THE CONSUMER
AND THE TRADE

{aporox ).

Allhough basltally & dsslgn cam-
pany. Zanlih handles all lis own manu-

fsciuring on I1s own pramisas
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The ZX4 Is Zanlivs mosl recent
producL Tnls microphone sysiem has
only just bean released bul has mat
wiih & gogd rtesponse. The micso-
ohona (which will plek sp lrom avar
JII. away) 13 0n B gooseneck wilh 1hg
PTY bulien localed on & replucoment
Qear lavar knob (which 15 avallabls In
black of 1ank Tho ZX4 cosls L2582

encountared with this fype of clroult
have baen ovarcoma lo an accaplable

For our full lists and.
catalogues and receive
“vouchers worth

£2

against your first
purchase
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There was an interesting

column last menth which
deserves some serious
thought. Obviously you can
read the full story
elsewhere but it briefly
concerns the lady in
questions finding her CB
something of a danger
when driving alone at night,
when of course the whole
idea of CB is quite the
reverse.

Of course it's easy to get
these things out of propor-
tion, nevertheless we
should all bear in mind that

'used in the wrong way, CB

can be harmful and as in
this case quite menacing.

We should be encouraging

story told in our Ladybreakers more CBers not trying to

frighten peopie away, so
remember whenever you
switch on you have quite a
responsibility, use the
power of CB wisely and
with common sense.

Enough of the
moralising, you will notice a
new feature this month
“Me and My Rig” where we
ask people to give us a run
down of their set up and
just how they arrived at it.
Woe kick off with the ace
QSLer Mike Newbold, and
we hope that you’ll find this
feature both interesting and
informative.

On a sad note it is with

great regret that we say
goodbye to Kevin Whit-
church. Kev has been with
the magazine a long time
and was wholly respensible
for last month’s great issue.
He is moving into the weird
and wonderful world of Hi-
Fi, so as the young lad
disappears into the sunset
in a haze of alcohol we
wish him all the best.

As the new man in the
hot seat | hope | can
continue the great work of
both Kevin and former
Editor Chris Adam-Smith.

David Lawrenson

Hedgehog
Competition

The response to our June
competition was excellent,
with much of the CB office
being filled with @ mountain
of hedgehog correspondence.
If you remember we asked
you to make up as many
words of four or more letters
from the word hedgehog, the
prize being a Wagner base
station.

Well it appears that
many of you spend much of
your time droocling over
dictionaries because the
words you came up with
waere quite something. Take
GEQDE for instance, every
CBer knows that this is a
nodular stone containing a
cavity usually lined with
crystals of mineral matter.
GHEE was another popular
choice, although why butter
made from buffalo’s milk
clarified by boiling to give
the consistency of oil should
figure so prominently in the
minds of our readers is
somewhat puzzling.

Anyway the guy with the
biggest collection of
dictionaries turned out to be
Norman Statham of
Handsacre nr Rugely in
Staffordshire. Norman
managed to conjure up over
30 words so he'll be
making overtures to his new
Wagner base station pretty
soon. Slaps on the back to
s¢ many readers who made
valiant efforts.

Mobile Boost

A simple yet useful product
aimed at CB users who
wish to use a mobile FM
transceiver as a home hase
unit, has just been
introduced by a Midlands
company. Woden, who are
an electrical firm based in

Bilston, West Midlands, call
their unit the CB Power
House, and it simply
converts 240 volt AC mains
power to 13.8 volt DC.

This British made
product retails for £15.95,
and like their range of
vehicle battery chargers is
fully guaranteed.

It only leaves us now

with the task of christening

the pesky critter who
caused all the problems in
the first place. The Spike
lobby proved quite
considerable, and one that
tickled our fancy was
Haemorrhoid {because if
you sit on him he's a pain

in the a---). But the one we
finally settled on was
Branston (prickle . . .
geddit?), so henceforth our
spiky friend will be thus
known.

Once again our thanks to
everyone who entered,
better luck this month
perhaps.



Technoflash On
Wheels

If you thought James Bond
had a sophisticated car,
then just take a look at the
gadgets which adorn this
Austin Maestro. Christened
‘Communicar’ it contains
the ultimate in technology-
on-wheels and was created
specially as the UK
contribution to World
Communications Year.

The vehicle boasts a
radio telephone (British
Telecom), a transceiver
(Reftec), a Mercury CB
(EMS), and micro computer
{Acorn), a 16 inch television
set with teletext (Thorn EMI
Ferguson) and a high power
radio/cassette player
(Radiomobile). All this is in
addition to the car’s own
on-board computer and
voice synthesizer. The
installation was handled by
London Car Telephones.

Stars Roll Up

Over the last couple of
months we've been telling
you in these news pages of
the great Country Music
spectacular taking place in
Peterborough on the August
Bank Holiday weekend.

Well now the organisers

have released details of the
stars taking part and we're
very pleased to et you know
too. Appearing on the Friday
evening, that's August 26th,
will be Hank Lockiin, on
Saturday afternoon there’ll
be Big Tom and the
Travellers onstage — here's
hoping it can stand the

weight. In the evening on
Saturday Stu Stevens will
be entertaining the crowds
and on Sunday afternoon
Joe Brown and the Bruvvers
will be there. Working up to
a big climax, Tom T Hail and
the Storytellers will sing on
Sunday night. Finally, and
perhaps best of all, on

Monday afternoon The
Barron Knights will do their
bit, followed in the evening
by Jimmy C Newton, all the
wffax from the good ole U §
of A,

If you want details of the
Peterborough Festival of
Country Music phone {0733}
241789,

Safer Mike

One company who have
dedicated themseives to
developing a safer mike for
mobile CBs, believe that
their labours have finally
bore fruit. Dawiing
Electronics, of Harrow in
Middiesex, felt that the
normal hand-held

microphones were
potentially lethal and so set
about designing a safer
alternative.

The result is the Mobile
Safety Microphone (MSM
100), and further
information on this product
can,be obtained from the
company at 6 Preston Way,
Harrow.

Look No Hands

If you've ever wished you
had two pairs of hands
when trying to operate your
rig while doing

something else, then the
Portsmouth company
Telecomms may have the
answer.

They are now UK
distributors for Sadelta .
microphoneas which includes
the LM20 voice operated
switch/microphone. The LM
20 is designed for use on
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motorcycles, in cars, in fact
just about anywhere wherse
you may need the use of
both hands. Speech s
picked up via a throat mike
and fed to a voice control
system in the control box
that automatically activates
the rig.

Apparently in tests, the
clarity from this unit has
been very good. Further
details are available from
Telecomms, 189 London
Road, North End,
Portsmouth. .

Aerial

Solution

Some purchasers of the
new GAP Avenger may
have experienced some
problems when installing
this antenna, but the
company themseives have
come up with a solution.
Apparently the problem is
easily overcome and there
is an information sheet

which tells you how to do it.
Unfortunately, the first
batch of 500 Avengers did
not include this sheet and
therefore caused one or two
furrowed brows. So if you
need the information,
contact Gamma Aerial
Products Ltd., Monarch
Works, Balds Lane, Lye,
West Midlands DY9 8TE
(Tel 0384 891132/891474).

Fidelity Blame
CB

Fidelity have blamed the
slump in the CB market last
year for the loss of some
£700,000. The North
London company saw their
pre-tax profit slashed 1o just
£80,000 after a first half
yearly profit of £218,000.
The company say they
were left with stocks of

mobile CB units which they
finally decided to dispose of
at nominal prices earlier
this year. However, the
future of the company look
bright, particularly with
itemns like cordless phones.
Their Wanderer model has
been in heavy demand, and
the company also has an
order for the British
Telecom model, the Hawk.



THE G.A.P.
AVENGER

Legal homebase
Antenna

1.5 Metres
“The legal antenna that Radiator

thinks it's a 1/2 wave”

The AVENGER will solve
ALL your problems!

We have taken a base
loaded legal radiator with
a single "ground plane”
threaded with coaxial
cable through the "“grouns
plane"” and finally
supported the antenna at
it's base rather than at it’s
centre.

Y

Base Load
Coil

Feed

This gives us a new legal
Point

configuration that is
bound to be accepted by

Kaiser electronic -

leading German AN all Breakers.
CB manufacturer \Y * The AVENGER is easy
proudly presents: to fix, on a wall bracket
CBX-40 — . or mast top.
the top-class 40 ch * No ugly multiple ground 257 Mstres
: ‘Groun
deluxe hand-heid that beats plane radials. Plane”
Y ! * Cleverly end suppotted
any competition! giving additional height.
German workmanship and engineering — e i
guaranteed quality at moderate price. Minimum line current
due to shielding of coax
40 ch FM UK specs. in the "ground plane”.
Digital channel read-out. * Impedance. .50 ohms
Hi/lo power switching plus ch 9 priority. _ .
) Could this be the ultimate
Separate electret condenser mike, many in LEGAL antennas?? . .
other outstanding features. We think soll R
Flexible rubber-type antenna and CLC .
telescopic. 1983 Ggmma Aerial
i Products Limited.
Designed to be the very best.
Due to great demand, we have largely ) Gamm
increased our production capacity and offer a
prompt delivery. Aeﬂal
Please ask your local dealer or contact us Products
directly. MANUFACTURERS OF
AMATEUR RADIO
& CB ANTENNAS
I g | t . LYE, WEST MIDLANDS
S/SETT eleCIronIC cmbH TRADE ENQUIRIES 7.25 Metres
32 Daimlerstrasse - D-6909 Walldorf - Germany TEL. LYE 881132 Cable

Tel.: 06227/62016 Telex: 466017 kai wa. or 46 1883 kai hd Supplied




STABILIZED POWER SUPPLIES

= e ~C ueiestE, - —

ASI128 128V 8A

AS 121 -128V 16 A A5122128V 2A
UV . e

LPS 1540 - 0> 15V 4A LPSI5S P15V 2A

PSI512 10» 15V 124 LPS 25.% - O» 2BV 4A PG 77 - 2»15V 2.5A PSI525 S» 1BV 25A

LINEAR AMPLIFIERS PREAMPLIFIERS

L 22 0.5/10W 27 MHz
L 32 5/30W 27 MHz FRIS Low noise 27 MHz PRIB Mecium gain

27 MHz

PR2S High gam PR 28 Hign gan
27 MRz 27 MHz

ANTENNA MATCHERS + ANTENNA SWITCHES

L92 27 MH: 30w LA 200 - Y00W 27 MHz

SWR METERS Rw 27
3-30 MHz
AS N MINIMUR QUTPUT 9%

METAL BOXES DUMMY LOADS o

M8 27 - 27 MHz

DMENSIONS A 8 C
BOX 1 7S 230 132

A
= NN BOX 2 15 220 132
= BOX3 75 18D 180
,.,,'_-’:-/—-1 1 Boxu 115 160 180
= -—— 4 i BOX & 5095 1w
. BOX 6 o NM- ncaned by 1Y
. 1 £ e 1308 215
2 Anwmum depth 85 '
\ "‘_F:I B0x7 w0 S ?h, i
- P,/‘ — meased n mm

DL12-12W DL25-25W DLIOO 100W

DLW 150 DUMMY LOAD

ALL AVAILABLE
THROUGH YOUR

LOCALCB
DL50-50W DL200-200W SPECIALIST

P.G. ELECTRONICS

k I TRADE
Sole U.K.Agents IHI'T" COMMUNICATIONS LTD. ENQUIRIES ONLY]
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As you read this a super
and elegant Citizen’s
Band sew-on patch is

winging its way to the

author of this month’s
star question. If you
would like to win next
month’s prize or simply
fox Smart Alec with a
crucial CB question
write to him now. In
the meantime let’s see
how he copes with this
month’s posers . . .

10

Cheap and nasty?

Are second hand rigs worth
considering? Or is it best to settle for a
brand new one? Mr K. Edmonds of
Tiverton wants some advice on rig
purchase and for writing such a bonzer
guestion he wins our prize — a unique
CB sew-on patch.

* *x ® X x

Q. 1 amanxious to buy a CBrig for my
home butl’ve no ideaof what type to'
get or how much to spend. Do you
recommend second hand rigs or new
ones? And what accessories do |
need to run a rig at home?

A If you're short of cash, and who
isnt, the cheapest way to set up a
home base is to use a mobile set and a
power unit. Of course it all depends on
what rig you buy but a decent one plus
a power unit should cost you less than
£100. Now, purpose-built base stations
genera//y cost over £100. However, if
you're concerned about how the rig
looks in your home you might be
persuaded to buy one of the good
looking purpose-built models. There
are quite a few of these around
including nice ones from Fidelity,
Midland and Wagner. There's also, of
course, the new one from Uniace, the
300, which you will find reviewed
elsewhere in this issue. So, it’s best to
choose between price and looks.

To go with the rig you'll need an
antenna, some kind of ground plane
and enough co-ax to connect the set
and the antenna, which can be quite a
distance apart. Try to put the antenna
as high as possible, but you must
remember that above 7m you need a
10dB attenuator.

As for second hand sets you should
be able to pick up one of these fairly
cheaply. Our advice is to check that it
works well and if it appears sound and
it’s. at a reasonable price then it's
possibly worth buying. It is, however,
//kely that the warranty is void for a
second owner.

X * *® k *

Space — The Final Frontier

Okay, thanks for the question Mr
Edmonds. Next up is Mr Grace of
Rotherham with a problem about

NS a3 TIONS S NS

space. Not the cosmic sort you
understand, more the down-to-earth
variety .

Q There s very little space in the
facia of my car. Because of this |
think 1’d prefer to mount a rig in the
boot with the controls on the mike.
I've seen illegal AM sets suitable for
this but I’d prefer to go legal. Do you
know of any suitable FM rigs
available for this purpose?

A There’s one very famous rig like this
that was very popular in the early days
of CB and, as far as we're concerned, it
still is. It's the Breaker Phone from
Binatone. The handset includes a
speaker so that in use the rig is like a
telephone - except of course that the
calls are free. Because of the
popularity of the rig and the well-
known name of Binatone the Breaker
Phone is available at almost any good
CB' supplier. If you do have any
difficulty finding it in your area contact
Binatone themselves and they will
point you in the right direction. Their
address is: Binatone International,
Binatone House, Beresford Avenue,
Wembly, Middlesex, HAO 71YX.

Binatone Blues

Still with Binatone here comes aposer
from Andrew Gordon of Oldham. He
wants to know about their b5 star
model . ..

Q on reading the latest copy of
Citizens’ Band especially the rig
review section | wondered if you
have ever reviewed the Binantone b
star. If not, has you magazine any
intention of doing so in the future.
When | purchased my Binatone |
didn’t get any literature because |
bought it from a friend and he had
lost it.

If it has been reviewed could
you please tell me which
backnumbers to order.

P.S. Keep up the great rig reviews.

. A Well, Andrew, thanks for the

complimentary comments. Yes, we
have every intention of maintaining
the high standard of our rig reviews -
we think our technical guys are pretty
good too! But, back to the Binatone 5
star and our review, or rather lack of
review. When | first read your letter !
thought ‘Oh yes, we must have
reviewed the 5 star. I'll look up what
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month we did it” Surprise, surprise, |
-found_that we haven’t done it at all._
That's surprising because it is such a
good and well-known rig.

So, | think we’ll have to do it in the
near future, probably towards the
Autumn. In the meantine is there
anybody out there who can provide
Andrew with an instruction booklet or
suchlike? I'll forward the relevant stuff
onto him If you can send it to our
Charing Cross Road address.

Filter The Top

Up in Cheshire, a wonderful place to
be sure, there's a search for a filter
going on. So far the big hunt has
proved fruitless so Bob David has
turned to me, the unbeatable Smart
Alec, for help . . .

Q I'm searching for a filter to
eliminate ail AM and SSB
interference from my Fidelity 2000
rig? Can you tell me where | might
find one or give me some advice on
stopping the interference?

A There’s one very good reason why
you haven't found such a filter, Bob,
and that’s because such a filter
doesn’t exist. There simply isn’t a
single filter which will remove
interference from the signal, which
means that they take out FM as well as
AM sound but do leave a cleaner
signal.

Mission Impossible

Here's one of those questions that's
just impossible to answer. It's like
‘'How long is a piece of string?’ only
more difficult. But anyway, let’s give it
ago...

Q Could you tell me which is the best
walkie talkie on the market?

A The short answer is No. The long
answer is Probably.

The word Best relies on so many
factors - what your need js, how much
you've got to spend, do you mean best
10 look at or best to use? So, without
knowing your particular 'needs or
circumstances it’s virtually impossible
to say. However, if you need a full 40
channels then the Harvard 410T; the

DNT 13/40 or even the Grandstand

Communicator should fit the bill for
around the right price.

If you're after range but you're not
so worried about the number of
channels then either of the Binatone

models will do admirably. If you're
stinking rich and money is no object
the Realistic TRC 10071 is for you. IT’s
extremely versatile and can be used as
a portable, mobile or homebase.

Last Post

Working my way to the final problem
for this month I've come across a letter
from Martin Cornes of Wembley . . .

Q. | have just bought a CB rig and a
copy of your magazine. | was
wondering if you have a list of CB
clubs or something similar for the
Wembley and Harrow area. Also,
how can | get a CB licence or don't|
need one?

A Martin goes on to sign his letter
“Yours sincerely and fairly ignorant’.
Well Martin, as my old Mum says ‘You
don’t get anything if you don’t ask’. So
I’m glad to see that you're not afraid to
ask and not too proudto admit that you
don’t know the answer to a question.

Firstly | can provide you with a list
of CB clubs around the North London
area. Trouble is this list has been in
existence quite some time and it could
be that some of them are now defunct
or their addresses have changed.
Perhaps the best idea is to keep an eye
on our Club Directory pages where we
list new clubs each month. That way
you'd be assuredthat the clubs are still
around. The other way is to listen out
on channel or even ask around the
local breakers. Sombody you talk to on
air must know of a good, healthy local
club.

Secondly, yes you do need a CB
licence. This you can get from your
local Post Office forthe princely sum of
£70. Now even though that might
seem a lot it sure eases the guilt once
you've got one and you know you're
not operating illegally. Arguments still
rage as to whether the licence fee is
well used but that’s a problem for
another day . . . GB

Problems should be sent to
CB Q & A, Citizens’ Band

145 Charing Cross Road
London WC2H OEE

One of the smart Fidelity base stations
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UNIACE 100
MOBILE

FEATURES PA/CB switch e Power switch
4W-0.4W ¢ Channel seleclor ® Rotary on-
off volume and squelch ® 40 CH LED in-
dicator ® Signal Strength meter ¢ Supplied
with mic.. fixing brackets for unil and mic,,
also connecting leads with fuse o External
speaker sockel.

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS UNIACE 100
Channels: 40

Frequency range: 2760125 MHz — 27 99125 MMz
Microphone 600 Ohms. dynamic lype

Size: 140 x 40 x 205 mm (W x H x D)

Weight 1 kg. Power sourcer 13.2v D.C.

UNIACE TELECOMMUNICATIONS

— PRESENT —

UNIACE 200
MOBILE

FEATURES Rotary on-off volume and
squelch controls e Tone switch ¢ PA/CB
switch ® Power switch 4W-0.4W e Brile-dim
switch ¢ 40 channe! LED indicator e Signal
strength mefer ® Rolary RF & mic. gain
control ® Supplied wiih fixing brackets and
leads e External speaker socket

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS UNIACE 200
Channels: 40

Frequency range: 27.60125 MHz — 27 89125 MHz
Microphone: 600 Ohms. dynamic type

Size: 160 x 55 x 217 mm (W x H x D)

Weight: 1.2kg. Power source: 13.2v D.C.

UNIACE 300
HOME BASE

FEATURES Rotary on-ofl volume and
squelch controls @ Tone swilch ® PA/CB
switch o Power switch 4W-0.4W e 40
channel LED indicator ® Signal strength
meler ® Rotary RF & mic. gain confrol ®
Supplied with fixing brackels ang leads
External speaker socket e Head phone
socket

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS UNIACE 300
Channels. 40

Frequency range: 27.60125 MHz — 27.99125 MHz
Microphone: 600 Ohms, dynamic lype

Size; 340 % 120 x 284 mm (W x H x D)

Power source: 250/230 A.C. or 13.2v D.C.

Also available “president” SX8020M BHF Dual band 4318 channels 8 Channel
programmable mobile scanner plus 24 hour digital clock. BHF low band 70.0000/87.9875
Mhz. BHF High band 140.0000/175.9875 Mhz.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME. AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING CB SHOPS

Unit 8, Conway Road Industrlial Estate, Llandudno Junction, North Wales
TEL: 0492 68770 0492 613232

There’s only one genuine

“ORATOR”

Speech Processor-Echo ® Vogad Compressor-
Limiter ® Switchable Roger Bleep ¢ Echo with
Repeat Feedback

VOLUME PHONES

Make sure you get the original!

Phone or write for your local stockist of the original, genuine
SUPERKRUNCH today. They say that imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery, but we say that all you'll get with bad copies are
bad copiesl Of course SUPERKRUNCH costs a little more than
some of the feeble imitations on offer, but that's because mare
goes into SUPERKRUNCH. More research, mora care, more quality.

It you want reliability as well as undreamed of clarity, get in touch
now and we'll tell you where you can get your SUPERKRUNCH.
Or fill in the coupon and send it with your cheque today.

__________________________________________________ >{_

To: SKYLAB CB, 2C Keighley Road, Crossflatts, Bingley, W. Yarks.
Tel: 0274 568428 Please rush me [] (write in quantity required)

FM Superkrunch(ss). | enclose cheque/money order for £36.00
(inc. of p&p) for each ordered. OR pay by Access/Barclaycard, write

F.M. S.S.B.

ORATORDLA.......... £42.50 + 2.50 p&p
This altractively designed instrument houses state of the art micro
chip technology to produce a Vogad compressor — limiter, switch-
able Roger Bleep and a variable feedback echo. It allows precise
control of the modutation over 60dB in range, 1o enhance the
intelligibility of your speech, turns an ordinary dynamic mic into a
sophisticaled power-echo mic. Designed and manufacturedinthe
U.K. DX'ers worldwide acclaim it's performance.

ORATOR DXA ......... £24.50 + 2.50 p&p

As above but without echo facility.

CadNo[ I [ T T T T T T [ T T [ T[T
SEND CHEQUES, P.O., M.O., GIRO, TO:
O Micro Electronic Systems

Telephone 0642 829238
Unlt 14, Emerson Street, Middlesborough, Cleveland.

Often copied never equalled

Allow 21 days for delivery. Full money back guarantee. SkylabCB
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The ultimate
CB technology is
within your grasp

The Cybernet Beta 3000 Professional

The professional communication .
tool for the truck driver farmer or businessman

Microcomputer controlled Selcall

Multi-function change
keys at your
fingertip!

@ Full enhanced selective calling facilities.
® Automatically sends acknowledgement to
caller (you know immediately if your call

issuccessful).

@ Up and Down channel change keys on the
microphone,

@ Noneed toset volume and squelch controls.
{Detects call whatever the settings),

® Channel 9 and 14 immediately available
from the microphone.

® Automatic scanning on request for free or
busy channels.

@ Skip and lockout facilities for scan busy.

® Channel 9 monitoring while using another
channel.

JCy

@ Distinctive Rodger bleep (switchable).

® 16 banks of 256 call codes available per
channel from the microphone, total of
4056 codes. -

® Call received indicator. (Display flashes
CA - evenin yourabsence).

® Selcall integral with unit no messy add-ons.

Return within 14 days if not completely satisfied and

we will refund your money in full.

Please allow 28 days for de

Goodmans Loudspeakers Lid.

Downley Road, Havant, Hants. POY 2NL

Goodmans

ernet

The most advanced CBrradio you can lay your hands on.
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TWIGS

AL T
A CEILIT

Wb P TV PY

And the best accessories in the South East

LONDON KENT KENT

130 HIGH STREET, EOGWARE, MIDDLESEX.
TELEPHONE: 01-952 B880/8185/7488.

Camputers/Mall Order.

Wholesale enquiries;

14

THE%E HP FABUf.geIgl'g CIi;HONES
CQ-CB SHOP.

72, High St. Orpington
1-3 St. Jamaeas’ Rd. Gravesend. Tel: (0689) 74051
Tel: 67171.

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm.
Open 7 days. Mon-Sat 10am-5 30pr P on pm
{Fri 8pm) Sun 10am-1pm

t Tv. ViDEO. C8.
t ﬂ
IAHAGEFREE 1D nietnationa
"FOR THE BEST IN C.8 96 High Street,
1-3 Station Road Rainham. Kenl Deal,Kent.
Tel Medway (0634) 373960 £xI 2
Open 7 days a week Maln agents Jor Superkrunch. Tel: Deal {(03045)65446

Stateside Trading Ltd, 0304-211411
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tick it on your head and you

made you lock like Twong.
Nobody else would think
that the Maxcom Super
Speakeasy made you look
like Twong of course because our
readers use much more reliable
underwear and not altof them goin for
Newecastle Brown Ale. | even like to
think that some of you can appreciate
the qualities of draught Guinness, but
that’'s another story.

The Maxcom Super Speakeasy is,
I'm afraid, illegal. It operates on FM at
around BOMhz which means that if
you were to use one of these units in
the UK you'd be interfering with that
all-important public service, 405 line
black and white television, the one
they'll scon be closing down.

Indeed, using one Super Speak-
easy in this country would be likely to
be a fairly lonely, not to say futile thing
unless you really are addicted to the
sound of your own voice, hecause all
the legal breakers are miles away
where they belong on 27Mhz.

So you'll need two or more, and
they will cost £39.95 or so each. It
would also of course be as well to
make sure that they all operate on the
same channel. Speakeasy's are
designed to work on a number of
different c¢hannels, designated hy
letters which are printedonthe back of
the box. If you were tobuy a pair, you'd
have to make sure they all had the
same letter on the box, otherwise they
would not speak to each other.

The headset takes the form of a
single earpiece connected to a head-
band together with a mouthpiece on
the end of a plastic stalk. The idea of
the single earpiece is sensible
because, if you were to use this device
in the UK, you’'d need to use the other
ear to listen out for the sirens of the
British Telecom Task Force speeding
to repossess its wavelength and
reclaim the sovereignty of 49.830
Mhz.

The microphone stork is a bit of
bendy plastic and it did actually work
quite weil once | got the knack of
stopping the thing poking itself up my
nose. The whole headset seemed a bit
fragile but in use this turned out not to
be the case.

The headset is connected by a metre
of cord to a rather dreary looking grey
box which sports all the controls. It's
slightly longer and narrower than the
average personal stereo unit but is
very light at only T1oz. and has a
sturdy spring clip which enables you to
clip it securely to your belt. Twong
doesn’t wear a belt of course, so he'd
have to find something else toclip it to.

Standard equipment alsc in¢ludes a
vinyl case which, to quote the free
translation from the original Korean
on the box is, ‘to Keep the unit fooking
nice, lasting longer.” You also get a
battery- charger included in the box
which will charge NiCad rechargeable
batteries inside the unit without
needing to remove them. This is a

thoughtful inclusion but seems a little -

dangerous in view of the fact that
Maxcom don't give you the batteries

could tell yoursel that it J].

and there’'s a risk that users who
might bhe less enlightened than
you and me might be tempted to do a
ot of damage trying to recharge
ordinary batteries. |t takes four of the
‘AA" variety by the way.

There are in fact four switches on
the Speakeasy, the easiest of which to
understand is the three-position audio
veolume control and the microphone
sensitivity control.

The main mode switch also has
three positions and requires a little
exptanation — or two of the positions
do because the third, marked ‘off’,
would not even tax the intelligence of a
British Telecom engineer.

The position marked 'Vox' gives the
gadget an air of scholarship because it
is the Latin word for "Voice' Yes itis,
reallyl You use the position when you
want the transmitter to be operated by
the sound of your voice whilst
remaining in ‘receive’ mode therest of
thetime. Itis linked to the microphone
sensitivity switch which in effect
regulates how loudly you need to
shout at the thing before it dees any-
thing. I'm thinking of fitting a similar
facility to the wife.

Finally there’s the ‘PTT" mode. This
is ‘Push to Talk' andis associated with
a second push butten so that your
voice is only transmitted when you
push the button.

Sensitivity

When we took our Speakeasy's
abroad for our in-depth practical tests,
we found that the “high” sensitivity
was the most useful and that even at
this setting it was necessary to talk
fairly loudly to trigger the transmitter
and that a little more sensitivity might
have been more useful. However, this
is a difficult point because too much
sensitivity would cause it to be
triggered by spurious noises. With the
lower sensitivities you really need
almost to shout but this would not be
unreasonable if the unit were to be
used in a noisy and crowded environ-
ment.

Qur estimate of the range in open
country would be around aquarterofa
mile, although this was seriously
affected by obstructions. We also
found that both the headset and
contrel unit were light and
comfortable to use and it was easy to
forget that you were wearing them.

The voice operated trigger was
effective and the Speakeasy was very
useful when being used in a "hands
free® situation,

One of the more expensive "walkie-
talkie’ type rigs, the Super Speakeasy
is still considerably cheaper than most
mobiles but has a correspondingly
lower range, mainly because of the
short antenna. tt is well made if rather
unglamorous in appearance and gives
the impression that it would give long
and reliable service.

Last time we wrote about this kind
of CB we said thatwe hopedthat some
jegal versions would materialise. So
far this hasn’t happened, but keep
reading CB and you’ll be the first to

know. cB
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Equipment-

Tom Murphy straps
himself in, presses the
button, and launches
into the latest in car
sounds.

18

SERVE WITH

ICE

here’s a lot of money to be
made from selling in-car
entertainment units, and
Pioneer can safely be said to
have banked a good deal of it.
Not only do they have one of
the most comprehensive
ranges of in-car equipment, they
constantly bring out new models to
keep them at the top of the in-car

league.
Take their new KE-8300 for
instance. Modern ICE units have

stopped using the ‘knob-at-each-
end, -tuning-scale-in-the-middle’
format, and the 8300 radio cassette
uses a very smart facia design in
brushed alloy. At night all the controls
light up — not just the tuning scale or
cassette door — so you can see what
you're doing. And with the amount of
buttons on it, that's just as well.

The units features Dolby B noise
reduction, metal tape facility, separate
bass and treble controls with auto
reverse and music search on the
cassette. The tuner is phase lock
looped for accurate tuning to stereo
FM stations, and as well as five push
buttons on three wavebands it will
alsotune into stations onits own at the
touch of a button. But with all thatit’s
not cheap, around £270.

Fancy something less expensivel
Pioneer also make the KE-6300,
which shares many of the fetures of
the 8300 at the bargain price of £240.
The 6300 is designed to fit right into

AND LISTEN

the dash of your new BMW Three
Series (even down to having the same
colour illumination asthe car). You can
make up your own mind which to start
saving for first.

Getting back to the land of mere
mortals and average wage packets for
a moment, we cometo Sharp. They are
now this country’s best selling range
of ICE equipment, which is not
surprising considering their wide
range and keen prices. For instance,
for £80 or so you could buy the RG-
9300. It has a LW/MW/FM stereo
radio, a stereo cassette deck with auto
reverse and five watts per channel
output. It only has mancval tuning
though, which can be a bit of a handful
— ever tried to find Terry Wogan at
the same time as watching that
juggernaut?

Otherwise the Sharp looks a good
bet, and the range also includes
amplifiers and speakers to match your
needs. Also new from Sharp are the
RG-9305 and the RG-9315. The only
difference between the units is that
the 8305 has a three waveband radio
and the 9315 only has AM and FM
stereo — ideal for people who dislike
Radio Four. The difference is also
reflected in the price, the 9305 selling
for around £82 and the 9315 for about
£76. Both units are finished in silver
manually tuned, produced eight watts
per channel and have Automatic
Noise Suppression for quiet FM stereo
listening.

Pioneer KEB8300
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Worth a look (even if you cant
ford-them) are the-new-in-ear-units
om JVC, a company well known for
\eir videos and hi-fi’s. They only sell
vo models, both radio cassettes, the
5-R71L and the KS-51L, and while
ey look a bit ordinary they’'ve got 3
ood deal to offer. For astart both units
an put outa maximum of 22 watts per
hannel, which means they are very
OUD. One of those clever micro chip

hings looks after the radioonthe 71L,
vhich lets you choose up to 18 preset
stations or will find its own if you like.
The digital display can either tell you
what frequency you're on or what the
;ime is. The mgrze complex 71L retails
or about £225, and the more .

mundane 51L will set you back about Pioneer KE6300
£165. The quality of sound
reproduction and build should be up to
JVC's usual standard, and at these
prices so it should be.

Newcomer

Another newcomer to the ICE
market (in this country at,least)lis
Sparkomatic. Despite sounding like an
electronic ignition system, they are
actually one of America’s best selling
ranges. They have entered the British
market with a full range of models
running from a £62 combination to @
£227 unit, with a full supporting cast
of speakers, graphic equalisers and
amplifiers.

Unique among |CE manufacturers,
Sparkomatic allow you to buy a
complete boxed system (unit,
speakers and amp if applicable) which Sharp RG9316
is wired up inside the carton. This way
you can listen to the actual unit you
buy before itleaves the shop. Alsothey
offer an advice hot line, so if you get
into difficulties while fitting the unit
you can speak direct to Sparkomatic
service engineers and sort your
problem out. They also instructed
dealers to offer a replacement to
anyone whose unit breaks while in
service — virtually unheard of in the
UK. For those reasons alone they
deserve to do well.

Typical of their product is the SR
303 radio cassette. Made in
unassuming black plastic it features
a three band radio with stereo FM and
a stereo cassette with auto reverse
and fast forward/rewind. At £92 it
makes a complete package, althoughiit
{ilrl‘?n;own in only having manual _ Sharp RG9305

Up at the top of the range the
SR308F looks as if it could be in for
some trouble. At £227 it has to
compete with units from Pioneer,
Clarion, Blaupunkt and the rest of the
established ICE names, and their
offerings at _this level take some
beating. The Sparkomaticisn’t short of
features though — it boastsa 45 watts
output, phase loop tuner, 15 preset
stations, station search, separate bass
and treble controls, and balance/fader
controls for a four speaker system. It
also has a digital frequency readout or

it can be used as 3 clock. 1t will be
interesting to see how well it sells
against such opposition as the
Blaupunkt Montreal or the Philips AC
914. Sharp RG9300
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Worthy of a mention is the GE 70,
an. 80. watt_booster amplifier _and
graphic equaliser. A fully electronic
unit, it has four separate amplifiers
and is controlled by a series of touch
sensitive switches which move LEDs
on the front panel. It even has an
electronic front/rear fader. At £90itis
not cheap, but it certainly looks good. It
will impress your passengers no end.
Philips are another firm making full
use of different facia designs on their
radios. Following the lead set by the
820 and the 914, their new AC 610
keeps the new family look going. It has
a three wave band radio (only manual
tuning) and a stereo cassette
borrowed from its big brothers and
featuring auto reverse as well as
rewind and fast forward.

Mind you, it looks a little expensive
at £125, and to my mind the older AC
720 is a better bet. Further down the
scale Philips are also offering the AC
330 for around £95. Push button
tuning is a bonus, but you've only got
long and medium wave. The stereo
cassette doesn’t have autoreverse
either, but it does have lockable fast
forward and rewind. The upmarket
models from Philips look a good bet,
but at this price level you might be wetll
advised to shop around a little.

Finally a word about prices. The ICE
market is very competitive, and with
so many retailers around there is
bound to be price cutting. The prices
quoted here are suggested by the
manufacturers, and you should be
able to better them in your own High
Street, so look before you buy and save
yourself some money.

Autd Rervarsg

SPARKOM AT

SRATKOMATIC

EOWER

= ¢ PHILIPS

—

Sparkomatics

from top to bottom: The SR312F,
the SR307F and the graphic equaliser
GE 78-80

Above: The Philips AC610
Right: Philips AC330
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The story of one
dedicated lady breaker
who kept her hand to
the mike instead of the
wheel, and landed in
the drink.

CITIZENS’ BAND AUGUST 1983

LADY

BREAKER

ell, herelam again,
breakers, to add my
unigue brand of wit
and sophistication
to this rag. This
month, | have a
funny story for you — well more of a
cautionary tale, really. It’s about
something that happened to this mate
of mine (fucky it was someone else, if it
had been me | wouldn’t have dared
make it public). Unfortunately for this
friend, it happened'while | —er, I mean
this friend — was actually on the air,
soit’'s already thetalk of three counties
and still spreading. News travels fast
when a local celebrity makes a right
twit of herself, and if | — | mean, this
friend — wasn't a celebrity before,
she certainly is now.

It happened like this. It was a
sunny, cheerful sort of day, and all the
local CBers were trundling around out
in the countryside, all telling each
other what a lovely day it was, and how
it was great to hear the birds sing, and
wasn’'t CB aterrificinvention, so much
easier to discuss the weather, when
this friend of mine came onthe air. Her
handle, you ask? Oh, er. .. er...Lily
Pad, that's it. Anyway, Lily Pad was
driving round the lanes in her red mini
(rather like mine, actually) looking for
some farm out the back of beyond
owned by a farmer she wanted to
interview (she's a journalist too, funny
coincidence).

This friend, I'm sorry to say, likes
the sound of her own voice and was
soon hard at it, taking over the
conversation which had turned quite
complex and technical — you know the
sort of thing, magmounts versus
direct mounts, top of the roof versus
bonnet/boot — when suddenly, there
was this loud squawk, followed by
silence. "Hey Filly (that is, Lily Pad),
you OK? Do you copy?” asked The
Hammer, anxiously. Then a squeaky
voice was heard, “You lot all still
there? | found the farm. |'ve justdriven
through a hedge and landed in its
duckpond!” And | am sorry to say,
instead of rushing to the rescue of a
fellow breaker in trouble, all that those
creeps could find to do was cackle
about women drivers and fall about
laughing.

All very embarrassing, but luckily,
not fatall What had happened could
happen to any novice, or veteran come
to that, who gets too interested in the
conversation and the mike clutched in
his or her paw instead of
concentrating on that dull piece of
tarmac cailled a road. Yes, vyes, it's
obvious, | know, but you see this

tractor had suddenly shot out of a gate
in a narrow part of the lane, and asthe
natural instinct is to avoid an
obstruction, there isn’t much you can
do with one hand on the wheel but go
through hedges into duckponds. You
should, of course, drop the mike, butin
moments of shock you tend to freeze
— either that, or remember how much
the thing cost you (never mind the cost
of the cart). Stop laughing, it's not
funny, it could happen to you. On a
busy motorway, in town in the rush
hour, anywhere.

And don’t believe anyone who says
there’s no such breaker as Lily Pad
round here. It's all a wicked siur . ..

Speaking of mishaps, it seems that
our area can now boast a Channel 9
monitor. I'm pleased about that, I've
been doing a bit of monitoring myself
recently and there does seem to be a
need, if only to have a tough
authoritative voice telling all those
wallies, who think it’s a great idea to
monopolise 9 for their own trivial chat,
to sod off. And although | hateto say it,
a tough authoritative male voice is
more likely to succeed in such cases.
Let them hear a female voice telling
them where to get off and that's it, a
challenge, and you'll never get them
off the air.

As our bit of England is criss-
crossed with a number of major
routes, in particular the dreaded and
ageing M1, there is no shortage of
accidents. And as it is also rather
rustic, with winding lanes often
leading nowhere and one petrol
station every 20 miles, there is no
shortage of lost, bewildered or
stranded breakers.

| have in the past been helped by
monitors in other parts of the country
and | wish people would stop knocking
them. l've been told about a
housebound lady breaker who used to
sit by herrig all day long, doing nothing
but warning passing breakers about
accidents, traffic diversions, jams, and
guiding anyone who needed it through
the surrounding complex junctions.
Then someone called her a do-gooding
busybody, and she’s hardly spoken
since. Who can blame her?

There, that’s been maddening me
for weeks, and | hope someons,
somewhere, is sorry. And | hope any
moron who takes it into his pea-sized
brain to play music (and it's always
excruciating music, have you noticed?)
over Channel 9 ends up ina duckpond
miles from anywhere with noone at all
around to haul him out and get him

home.
cB
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THE FABULOUS OSCAR ONE
£85.00 inc

s

* A range of five Antennas
* A range of five Mounts
* Foldover Standard

OUTPERFORMS THE BEST

Unlike K40/ARMSTRONG. both
designed for the American market,
quoting American iestimonials, the
OSCAR has not been outperformed
in any properly conducted scientific
UK tests.

118E Pictured

VINE Shimiine Folding
11CM C/W Mag Mount
11CE Compact

{1ZE Economy

MOUNTS

TMCAS T:runk mount
GCCA Gulter Clip & Cable
SOWM Wing Mount

SOCA Cabie Assembly

_ THE PERFORMERS

£17.55 Inc p&p 2.00
£16,95 inc. p&p 2.00
£18.50 Inc. p&p 2.20
£9.95 Inc. p&p 1.80
£8.80 Inc. p&p 1.80

£8.45 p&p 1.80
£9.95 p&p 1.80
£4.20 p&p 1.00
£5.00 p&p 1.00

THE ECONOMY OSCAR 2
£49.00 inc

ACCESSORIES

wD202
RU-12-04-06

AC DC 083 GEA

SMC 251
T3-170L
83-30L
wD202
100LP30
150CX3W
100TU27
PL36PL
UR76
URB7
PL259
UG176
SMC 478-267
SMC 586
SMC 585
FSP1
SMCP8

SWR/Deviation Meter

4/6 amp regulated 12V PSU
Power cord ¢c/w fuse

Cigar lighter adaptor

SWR, Relative power twin meter
SWR, mini type
SWR/Devialion Meter

Low pass filter

Coax seitch 1 in 2 out
Antenna tuner unit

Jumper 3' RG58, PL259's
Superior RG58 per melre
Superior RGB per melre

UHF plug fits RG8/U

Reducer fils PL259 to RG58/U
Din plug 5 pin 180°
Microphone clip magnetic
Microphone clip adhesive
Extension speaker

3.5mm Mono jack plug

AWARD YOURSELF AN OSCAR

L

TRADE ENQUIRIES
WELCOMED

South Midlands Communications Lid.

S.M. HOUSE, RUMBRIDGE STREET, TOTTON, SOUTHAMPTON, S04 4DP, ENGLAND TEL: TOTTON (0703) 867333

SCOTLAND

SMC (Scotcom)
23 Marnon Street

Edirbuigh 15
Edinburgh 031
10-5 Tues-5at

LEEDS CRESTERFIELD
257 Olley Road 102 High Street
Leeds 16 New Whillinglon

- Yorkshice Chestertield, Derby.
8572430 Tel. (0532) 782326 Tel. (0246} 45334

BUCK

LEY

Unit 27, Pinlold Workshop
Pintcld Lane, Buckley.

Clvyd
Tel' (0244) 549563

SYOKE
76 High Street.
Talkepils,

Stoke.
Tel: (07816) 72644

GRIMSBY

SMC (Grimsby)

247A Freeman Street
Grimsby, Lincs
Grimsby (0472) 59388
$.30-530 Mon-Sal

JERSEY
1 Belmonlt Gardens
St Heligr,

%ersey
el (0534) 26788 -/
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We're often asked at
Citizen’s Band, what
rigs we use. Well herein
a brand new series
we're going to tell you.
First off medicman
Mike Newbold puts his
QSL cards away for five
minutes to wax lyrical
about his hardware.
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aving had an intense
interest in anything to do
with Citizens’ Band Radio
since the mid-70's | had
collated files upon files of
information on American
CB equipment, and by the time we had
finally heard that HM’s Government
was going to authorise a legal CB
system for the United Kingdom, | had a
fair idea of what my ideal equipment
would be.

Unfortunately, after all those years
of campaigning, the MPT equipment
specifications were only published
some four months beforeL-Day, sothe
manufacturers had little time to spend
designing anything other than basic
transceivers, or lose out on what
proved to be a very lucrative market.
Most chose to market the basic
Cybernet in various guises and with
different face plates, but underneath it
all was the same standard printed
circuit board. The only available rig in
any quantity on L-Day was the Lake
850, so my first FM rig was selected by
Hobson’s choice, and with a K 40
Antenna proved to be the cats
whiskers, although after all that time
anything would have been great!

| was on the air at last, but seon
looking for something just a little
better. With the inevitable flood of CB
transceivers that shortly followed, it
was difficult to decide on what was to
be the best investment. At that time
my sights were set on the SHOGUN,
but taking all points into consideration
| plumped for the RADIOMOBILE 202,
a very neat, well presented rig which
embodied all the requirements | had
been looking for.

Always liking mobile contacts, |
invested in a Techtronics 206
Scanner Unit which | duly installed on

the Radiomobile 202, and now | can
programme exactly what channels |
wish to listen or monitor, and by-pass
those of no interest, a really advanced
addition at very reasonable cost. After
trying most of the antenna currently
on the market, | have yet to find a more
efficient mobile twig than the Oscar, a
1.5 metre legal antenna, available in
various guises, | chose the 11 NE
version with fold-over hinged whip
and a gutter fitting. This mobile set-up
has been more than satisfactory, a
very punchy signal areund town, and |
have recorded a 65 mile copy on this,
so who needs nasty linears? Must not
forget to mention my other ‘mobile’ —
a Pye Olympic M 201 VHF
Radiotelephone on the Home Office
Approved REACT UK PMR — Private
Channel, a standard 5 Watt VHF
mobile through a Revco 2002L
Antenna.

For my home base, | felt something
a little more attractive than the usual
rig plus power supply, so after an in-
depth study of the home base market |
settled for the superb MIDLAND 76-
200 BASE STATION, a really exciting
piece of equipment with lots of
refinements, | run this through an
antenna which gives excellent results
especially when on Channel 9
Monitoring Duty as it seems to get out
over the Wallies even with the -10dB
switched in (Honestl). Of course, no
good Base-Station set up would be
complete without an ATU (Antenna

‘Matching Unit), | use a Bremi, and a
Bremi

Pre-Amplifier. As a great
believer in good operation practice, |
always use my Sirtel power reducer
when appropriate. A Ham master
4500 Base Microphone completes my
ideal set up. BB
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Quality and performance from
et LAY L Dpeople

‘93 MHx Colinear Modulator DX

Low In price and high in Lates! antonna in the Les
performancy, but specially Wallon rang#, Ihe Modulator
manulactured lo otder only. OX has been proven lo
mtpﬂform y  illega)

legal. 50 you don't

hava lobreak the law 10 OX.

All Modulator products are fully guaranteed.

Les Wallen Manufacturing
8 Alpha Road, Ramsgate, Kent.
Telephone: Thanet (0843) 581364/583549
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AERIAL SUPPLIES tneeeren Ltd

SILVER
. ARROW
SILVER ARROW | MARK Il
Pre-tuned home base legal | LOADED

antenna. Pre-tuned radiator for
FM. SWR better than 1.3:1. | COIL IN
Power handling 500W. Re-
quires 1'%4in-dia. pole for NEW
mounting. Additional strength
enars to ground plane radials pLASTIC
for improved stability In high
winds. Main mast held not by MOULD
one but three locking screws. p—

* Best and strongest legal base
station aerial on the market

today.

NEW!

Silver Arrow Mark ||
The best legal aerial
on the market today.
With extra bracings
for strength on the
ground planes.
Recommended
price

£21.95 inc VAT
Postage £3.75

URE
LS ANUF h‘?JESDOF
EA F AL AN
A RANGE O MASTS.C
B

B Widney House, Bromsgrove Road,
Reddilch BAT 45P
Tel: Redditch 62620 and 60107

Long Range
VHF-FM Mobile
Radiotelephone

KAISER KE-50 M — A NEW way of
having the convenience of a private
telephone in your car.
» Full duplex operation over 50 KM
range by using actual 100 W power
output mobile/base.
Intercom feature and security lock system.
Single antenna operation (built-in duplexer).
Memory function - the last telephone
number will automatically be stored and
re-dial itself.
Rated for continuous duty at 60°C.
® More than 1000 different channeis.

Multiple remote capability.

KASISEr electronic s

32 Daimlerstrasse - D-6909 Walldorf - Germany
Tel.: 06227/62016 - Telex: 466017 kai wa, or 461883 kai hd
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quick glance through

our checklist in {he”

reference section of the

magazine will show

that therae is only one

foreign based company
on the UK market and they are the
Kaiser company of Wast Germany. So
we it about time we showed true
Commeon Market spirit and checked
out ane of their rigs.

The unit on test is the Kaiser CBX
40 portable, and on first sight looks
solidly built and wvery sensibly
designed. It is supplied with a rubber
duck antenna, a private listening
earphone and a specially designed
leather-look zip up case.

The Kaiser sits neatly intothe hand
and is just as comfortable slung over
the shoulder. First initial 1ests proved
very encouraging, with distances of
over three miles being registered for
sending and receiving, and this in a
particularly built up area.

A word about the actual
mechanics of the unit, it is poweared by
eight 1'% volt batteries, which can be
the ordinary kind of Ni-Cad
rechargeable ones. | fitted Ni-Cab and
was delighted tofind that they could be
racharged via an external socket,
using a battery charger, and leaving
the batteries in position, The
manufacturers also recommend thata
mains adaptor should be used for long
periods of home use, and they have
supplied the unit with a special circuit
for just such a purpose.

The rubber duck slotted neatly into
place, though other antennae such as
the telescopic type can be fitted quite
easily. After that you are off and
running, and it really proved very
simple to operate.

Controls

Thera are three rotary contols on the
front of the Kaiser, an on/off volume
control, a squelch control -and the
channel selector. Above Lhese
controls 15 a small window which
displays the number of the channelin
red LED s, The number remains visible
for some four seconds before
disappearing, and this prevents
unnecessary drain on the batteries.
Finally, there is a ‘display’ button an
the side of the unit, to bring the
number up if you want a quick check.

Once you switch on you can see the
small built-in meter with two sets of
graduations on it. The upper scale talls
you how much power is left in the
batteries, while the lower shows how
strong the signals are during
transmission and reception.

Thea only othar controls on the front
are the high/low power output switch
which makes it possible to save even
more power over short distances, and
the channel 8 quick select button for
emergencies.

Most of the sockets are arranged
on the right hand side of the rig, while
on the left hand side there is a very
clever arrangement with the ‘call’
button being neatly inset within the
PTT (Press To Falk) buttan.
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_In Use

After a faw days use | must admit to
being very impressed with the
performance of the Kaiser. On low
power, | can be talking to friends
within a radius of over a mile, but
when switched to high you're talking
about distances over three and a half
miies.

The squelch facility works very well
indeed, particularly as it is so finely
adjustable. It is very difficult to leave
this control settoo high, because if the
signal is too weak to be picked up while
the control is in the first marked
section of the dial, it isn't worth the
effort of trying to decipher it. All the
range figures quoted are batween two
portable bases, but the manufacturers
do point out that the distance can be
significantly ingcreased between a
partable and a home unit.

With the rig in its case, | found it
easiar 10 use with the strap adjusted,
so that | could swing the unit up to the
listening and speaking position
without taking it off my shoulder. The
Kaisar is surprisingly light and easy to
carry around, and the dimensions of
65 % 220 x BO mm mean thatitis small
enough never to become a hinderance
or stop you from maving about,

Owerall, the Kaiser proved to be an
excellent unit both in performance and
in ease of use, The clarity on RX was
particularly good, and the overall
range more than adeguate. The actual
ergonomics of the unit are worth
mentioning, bacause it really is a nice
looking and easy to use maobile.

If you purchase the Kaiser you'll
feel as though you have got a product
of quality and durability. Although
one can't test for something like
durability, nevertheless the feel and
the looks of the thing make you feel as
though you invested wisely.

Conclusion

No doubt about it the Kaiser is a fine,
well made rig and functionad well on
test. However, at £80 it is expensive
compared o many other hand helds on
the market. The Binatone Longranger
40 and the Maxcom 7E both compared
favourably on test and both are three-
quartars of the price.

Distribution for the Kaiser in this
country is being handled by Solid State
Electronics (UK), 41 Twyford Avenue,
Shirley, Southampton. c B
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RIG REVIEW DATA PANEL

Model Kaiser CBX 40
Distributor Kaiser Electronics
Typical Price £B0 each

Foatures

P A Facility

External Speaker Jack
TX Indicator Light

RX Indicator Light

PA Indicator Light
S/RF Meter LEDS
Hi/Lo Powar Switch
ANL/NB Switch

CHS Switch

Variable RF Gain
Mike Gain

Delta Tune

Tone Control

LED Channel Readout

Yes No

Facilities

|Suparb

|| ®®® | ® @ ® S

Fair
Faar

Ease Of Controls

Built In Speaker
Microphone Location
Cabinet Construction
Quality O1 Control Switches
Channel Indicator Readibility
Mounting Bracket I
Hand Book/Instructions b

Specifications

Modes Of Oparation
No. Of Channals 40
Waelght -

Dimansions —
Supply Voltage

RF Output Powar
Fraquency Stability
Swamping

Sanasitivity (RX) —
Spurious Emissions

Clarity of TX XXX
Clarity of RX KERX
Ease Of Controls A X
Ease Of Installation T
Parformance AKX

Wa rate our samples on a scale
of one to five. Five stars is
the highest rating, three and

four stars are good to average
and one and two stars mean
it's not doing so well.
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Equipment
Review

Andy Giles has been
playing with another
cordless telephone, the
Handy Phone
HP-1001, and he
seems to think that he
has found a bargain.

28
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he demandforillegal cordless

telephones-does-not-appear

to be dropping even though

legal versions are now

available. | should qualify

that by saying that the
demand for some illegal cordless tele-
phones is not dropping. Sales of the
very basic models have fallen,
probably because people would rather
use a legal mode, if one is available
that has all of the facilities that the
others have. The illegal telephones
that are still selling well are the ones
that have either more gadgets or a
greater range than the current gener-
ation of legal ones. Cordless telephone
users tend to be gadget freaks anyway,
1 know | am, that’s usually why they
bought one in the first place. They
always justify their actions by explain-
ing how important a cordless tele-
phone is for their work or how it makes
life so much easier around the house,
but they really bought the thing
because they like playing with toys.
Therefore they are not too worried
about the legality of their purchase so
long as it has lots of lights, buttons and
facilities and so far, the illegal ones
have more of everything.

Another type of cordless telephone
user is the one who is always looking
for the greatest range. Ask him why
and he will not know. He sometimes
has this vague idea about using it as a
car telephone while he is driving
around, but somehow this never
materialises. Claims of 25 miles and
more have been made by some manu-
facturers but they can usually be
discounted and besides, who really
needs that sort of distance. The
general consensus of opinion is that
most people make most use of their
cordless telephones around the
house, using them as they were
originally intended to be used; as a
way of having an extension telephone
in every room. Most of the basic units
operate on 49 and 1.7Mhz and this
gives them a reasonable range, some-
times as much as 700 feet. Some of
the more sophisticated units operate
on 49 and 70Mhz and by using
external antennas these sets can
cover several miles, but some cost in
excess of £600. | recently came across
a cordiess telephone that can
occasionally reach 700 yards and
which will consistantly cover 500
yards, which should be more than
enough range for most people. It
usually sells for more than £400 but |
found an amateur radio shop who was
selling them for much less, so |
thought | should examine one.

HP-1001

The Handy Phone HP-1001 does
not look much different to most others
but in one respect it is unique, at least
as far as | know. It operates on 49 and
35Mhz. The 49Mhz link from the
handheld to the base is standard but
‘the base link on 35Mbhz is most
unusual. | don't know why this
frequency was chosen, maybe it's
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because more and more radio
amateurs are cutting in on people’s
coversations on the 70Mhz band and
| don‘t blame them — it is an amateur
allocation. How would you feel if cord-
less telephone users kept popping up
on some of our hard fought for CB
channels? The HP-1001 is the only
cordless telephone that | have seen
that uses 35Mhz and although it is still
illegal to use this band, it is quiet.
There seems to be no-one else there
and it definitely is not one of the
amateur’s bands.

The base station half of the HP-
1001 is narrower than most and its
sides are almost real wood, which
make it look attractive enough to sit
underneath most people’s telephones

without spoiling their decor. There are
two-smalllights onthe frontpanel,one
to show that the power is on and one
that lights whenever the line is in use.
There is also a CALL button for paging
the remote unit. At the rear of the top
panelis the built-in telescopic antenna
and the socket where the handheld
plugs in for recharging. On the rear of
the base unit there is the On/Off
switch, a lead for the power, a lead for
the telephone line, an external
antenna socket, a switch that changes
from internal to external antenna and
the Lockout switch. This is turned to
Off whenever the remote unit is not
being used to prevent unauthorised
use by other cordless telephone
owners.

The remote unit has the usual
calculator style keypad along with re-
dial facility. There are two slider
switches on the left-hand side of the
case, one to turn the power on and off
and one to switch from Standby to
Talk. On the front panel, just above the
keypad, there are two small leds, one
to show that the unit is in the Talk
mode and one that lights when the
internal batteries need recharging.
There is also a Call button for initiating
paging calls and next to that there is a
two position (Hi/Lo) volume control.

For distance freaks an external
antenna is available which will
increase the range dramatically. It
is available from the same amateur
radio dealer who is selling the the sets
for £199 each. Their address is:-
Thanet Electronics Ltd, Reculver Road,
Beltinge, Nr Herne Bay, Kent.
(Tel: 02273 63859).

| think that the Handy Phone HP-
1001 is good value for money but |
cannot condone the use of illegal
equipment, even if it does work quite
well,

Model Handy Phone HP-1001
Distributor Thanet Electronics
Typical Price £199

Features

=
o

Rechargeable Batterles
IN?USE Lamp

Intercom Facllity

Auto Redia!

Privacy Button

Externa! Antenna Facility
Security Code

Hand Free Operation
Range

||ooooooeoe

FREQUENCIES

49Mhz
35Mhz




Antenna
Review

Citizens’ Band’s very
own antenna
afficianado, Brian W
Wright, has been
looking at the latest
twig from Binatone,
the Power Pole

30

hen FM CB was
first introduced,
antennas that con-
formed to HO
specifications were
very scarce indeed.
This was partly due to the instant
demand but mostly due to the lack of
suitable types. Happily this is not the
case now, more suitable types of
American antennas have been found
along with other imported units. Most
of all it is good to see so many new
British antennas around, many of
which perform extremely well. Alf this
choice can only be good news to the
breaker who likes plenty to choose
from or bad news to those of you who
can’t make up your mind. One of the
rig manufacturers whose rigs were
available from day one of UK FM was
Binatone and this month we have
tested an antenna from this
manufacturer — The Binatone Power
Pole 07/5515.

To our knowledge there are at least
two Binatone antennas named Power
Pcle and there may be more, so the
type number is important to avoid

confusion. As you would expect from a
company like Binatone, this is a
complete mobile antenna systam not
just a twig. The whole thing comes
attractively shrink wrapped on a
coloured cardboard backing. Instruc-
tions are included on the back of the
cardboard packing.

After removing all of the parts from
the package (which is no easy task, as
itis well packed), the antenna hastobe
assembled. All of the itemsrequired to
get you on channel are included,
excapt the rig of course. This antenna
is mag-based mounted and the
magnetic base is inciuded! The cable
supplied has a PL259 plug on one end
and a plug type fitting the other end.
This fitting is inserted through a cable
entry hole in the side of the mag-base
and then through the central hole in
the top. A nut is then tightened onto
this fitting holding it firmly in the base
and leaving the plug protuding, ready
to go into the antenna coil. The above
fixing nut has threads on the outside
as well as inside, there are also two
flats on which to use a spanner to
avoid damage to the outer threads
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when tightening. The only problem is
that-there-is-nothing simitar-on-the
plug fitting with which to hold it. The
result is that the fitting rotates and
winds the cable around it if care is not
taken. The antenna loading coil has in
its base a socket portion to receive the
plug fitting and a thread which screws
onto the thread on the outside of the
retaining nut on the base, a plastic
sealing washer fits between the two.
Again there was a slight problem, the
plug pin is not very securely held in its
insulator, but fits tight in the socket.
The result is, when the plug is entered
and the coil screwed onto the thread,
the pin rotates and could twist the
central wire in the cable right off. In
fact when later we tried to unscrew
the antenna from the mag-mount this
is exactly what happened. The whip is
fibreglass or similar, with a copper
core, a chrome fitting is pressed onto
the bottom end which fits into the boss
on the top of the loading coil and is
held with a grubscrew as usual.

Tuning

Although the instructions state
that the antenna should be tuned
when fitted, it is assumed that the
breaker knows how to do this. We
could not get the SWR better than 3:1
by adjusting the length by sliding it up
and down in the coil. We didn’t attempt
to cut the whip as we felt this was not
intended and not normally practical as
there was a knob fitted to the top and
the chrome ferrule on the bottom,
which would have to be refitted.
Indications were that the antenna was
too short anyway.

On test the Binatone Power Pole
07/5515 performed reasonably well
considering that the whip is under one
metre long. This short whip length was
noticeable in the way that the signals
fluctuated rather more than usual
when the test vehicle was passing
obstructions. We did actually lose
contact several times at the limits of
our test route, something that we don't
usually do with the larger or more
efficient antennas. The instructions do
advise removing the antenna before
encountering high winds or travelling
at high speeds, but we found the mag-
mount quite good and tried it at 70
mph into a headwind over 35 mph
with no problems.

In conclusion, we feel that thisis a
useful little antenna, it is not going to
set the airwaves alight, but does its job
quite well. Once assembled correctly it
should have a good service life. It
certainly is good to see an antenna
supplied with cable, plugs and
mounting base (a mag-mount no less),
unlike many antennas where only the
coil and whip are supplied. The Power
Pole could be very usefull to the new
breaker as he or she would have every-
thing required in one package with no
soldering. The only problem could be
the high SWR, but we may have had a
bad sample.

A comparable antenna for perfor-
mance would be the larger 1.5 metre
Copperstik although this has no cable
or mounting base. GB
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SPECIFICATIONS

Model Binatone Power Pole 07/5515

Type Base loaded mobile

Length Coil .13M whip .94 metres
Frequency Range 27 MHz

Max Power Handling

Impedance 50 ohm

Cable Supplied Yes (with plug)
Mounting Details Magmount (supplied)
Supplier Binatone Ltd

Typical Price: TBA
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REVIEW VERDICT

Performance XXX Installation XXXX
SWR Adjustment XX Instructions XXX
Construction XXX Value

We rate our samples on a scale of one to five. Five stars is the highest

rating, three and four stars are average to good and one and two stars
mean it’s not doing so well.

The Tests

Wae have used our standard test procedure to assess the efficiency of this antenna.
Just to bring new readars up to date this involves two tests; one static and one mobils.
Our test sample is fitted to a stationary mobile and a second moblle follows a pre-
arranged route that orbits the stationary tast vehicle, sending and receiving signal
reports at measured intervals. This is then repeated with the test antenna on the
mobile test vehicle and the signals are sent and recelved between a stationery vehicle.
A standard rig and antennais usedin all the tests. With the rasults obtained we are able
to draw up the radiation pattern shown here. This is simplifiad to make the rasults
more easily understood. The antenna is also subjectad to a series of ‘lab’ tests to
assess their durability, quality and construction, etc and finally we hand it over to a
panel of CBers for comment.
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niden have been producing

CB_rigs almost since.

legalisation and they now

have quite a range. Their

latest offering is the Uniace

300, a dedicated base
station. It is a purpose built base
station, not just a mobile rig in a box,
and it is quite large (approximately
340mm wide x 120mm high x 284mm
deep} because the case has to
accommodate the built-in  power
supply. It looks quite attractive, the
entire cabinet is matt biack and the
front paneliswell laid out. The speaker
is in the top left-hand corner and just
below it is the microphone socket.
Immediately next to that is a standard
jack plug socket for headphones and
then spread along the bottom of the
panel there are four rotary controls.
These are for Volume, Squelch, Mic
Gain and RF Gain and they all have
flattened sides to make them easier to
grip. In the bottom right-hand corner
there are three oval pushbuttons.
These all operate latching switches,
one for audio tone (Hi-Lo), one that
activates the P.A, facility and one that
activates the 10dB attenuator that
reduces the output power from 4W to
0.4W, as required by your licensing
conditions if your antenna is mounted
more than 7 metres above the ground.
The rotary channel seléctor control is
mounted just above the pushbuttons
and it has a very nice feel t0 it — the
click stops are notharsh. There's asort
of muffled clunk instead of a sharp
click when the knob is turned,

The red led. channel display,
which is to the left of the channel
selactor, is surprisingly small for a
base station. It's about the same size
as the ones used on most mobiles but
when mains power is being used, itis
usual to forget about the amount of
current that the leds draw and to use a
bigger display. Despite its size, itis still
easy to read in all but the brightest
sunlight, so there shouldn’t be much
of a problem in this country.

The worst feature of this rig is the
iluminated Signal Strength/RF
Power meter, It's in the middle of the
front panel and it is a reasonable size
but | think that it looks a bit old
fashioned. Round meters always make
me think o