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"THERE'S NEVER BEEN ANYTHING QUITE LIKE IT"
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.COMPETITION
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Sponsored by 
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Do you keep your Truck in A1 
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for Best entries.
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Supertruck '82)

See in action the Ford 6 cylinder turbo charged

BANDAG BULLET
Plus, Plus, Plus — so much more — including Trade Stands, Crazy Clowns, Fun Fair, 
Marching Bands, and even an 'Egg & Spoon' Race with Fork Lift Trucks.

All commercial vehicles attending will enter the amazing Truckfest Convoy. ]
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NOTTINGHAM

K. LYNN

GRANTHAM

Radio's Trucking Celebrity to Open
TRUCKFEST '83 

will be new and exciting 
for the Trucking World.

DON'T MISS IT! .

Truckfest
We are especially pleased to 
welcome Sheila Tracey to the 
TRUCKFEST '83 and to 
officially open the event on 
Sunday, 3rd April at 2.00 p.m. 
Gates open daily at 11.00 a.m.

Bring the Family • Admission £2.50
CAR PARKING-FREE • CHILDREN-FREE • SENIOR CITIZENS —FREE • (Bring Granny & Grandad) 

Trade enquiries welcomed. All correspondence to: —
Truckfest '83, Live Promotions, The Millstone, Spalding, Lincs. Tel: (0775) 68661/2
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An introduction 
in more ways 
than one
Hello from me and goodbye from him

Although I might only just have been 
appointed Editor of CB Radio Maga­
zine, any avid reader of the credits list 
on the Contents Page will know that 
I’m certainly no newcomer to this 
magazine or to CB. My interest and 
involvement with citizens’ band goes 
back quite a few years now to, dare I 
say, the illegal AM days.

I, along with the CB club I belonged 
to, did my stint of signing and col­
lecting petitions, marching in the cold 
and rain, making a thorough pest of 
myself to our local MP’s and, I might 
add, reading this magazine eagerly 
when it came out as it was the only 
source of information on CB.

Now, some four years later, I am left 
with feelings of both satisfaction and 
disappointment. Obviously, becoming 
Editor of the magazine is a personal 
success for me and, through CB, I can 
honestly say that I have seen democ­
racy in action. Sounds pompous, I 
know but true. Ordinary people, with 
no political axe to grind, who were 
convinced that the current law was 
wrong, campaigned and forced, by 
weight of numbers and public opinion, 
a change in the law. Although the 
result wasn’t to everyone’s satisfac­
tion, it was a good illustration of a 
basic process of democracy that’s all 
too rarely seen.

Regrets
Unfortunately, I’m beginning to 

think that the disappointment is star­
ting to outweigh the satisfaction. In 
my area, it’s now (and has been for 
some time) more or less impossible to 
use the rig for the reasons I bought it- 
traffic directions, road conditions and 
a casual chat when I’m on the road.

Don’t get me wrong. I don’t think I 
deserve CB run my way nor am I 
against breakers in general. I don’t 
care if they’re young or old, rich or 
poor or whether they like Beethoven 
or The Jam, Charles Dickens or Play­
boy. What I am against are the brea­
kers who think that CB is their own pri­
vate and personal plaything. This 
extends from breakers who get their 
kicks from propositioning lady brea­
kers, through bucketmouths, mike 

keyers, would-be pirate radio opera­
tors to timewasters who don’t see why 
they shouldn’t stay on channel 14 for 
three hours solid or why they should 
show any signs of courtesy at all.

The same old problem?
I know that the majority of breakers 

out there are reasonable, sensible 
people. So how the hell has this lam­
entable situation arisen where the 
minority can ruin the fun and useful 
hobby for so many people? A rhetori­
cal question, I’m afraid, since I can’t 
supply the answer nor, I suspect, can 
anyone else.

For better or worse, we have the CB 
system that the authorities have seen 
fit to give us. Whether or not we get a 
Euro standard remains to be seen - 
that is in the future. We have to cope 
with the present system NOW.

A prime example
Many FM CB’ers are fed up with the 

finger being pointed across the water 
to America. Understandably, they 
think the American CB experiences 
are not relevant to British FM. It’s 
worth remembering, though, that in a 
way, we are going through the same 
process as America but telescoped in­
to a smaller country and a very much 
shorter space of time. Human nature 
being what it is all over the world (and 
common sense not being as common 
as it could be) abuses of a free and 
unrestricted facility are inevitable. It is 
only now, many years after the fabled 
boom, that some sensible use is retur­
ning to CB in America and there is still 
widespread misuse of one kind or 
another.

We quite often answer the phone to 
very depressed or agrieved breakers 
commenting on CB in their area who 
finish up by saying “Why can’t you do 
something about it?”. I’d like to think 
we do make our attitudes clear 
throughout the magazine but I can’t 
see that us saying “Please, don’t do it” 
will make a lot of difference. Let’s face 
it, people who abuse CB aren’t both­
ered by other people’s opinions in the 
first place or they wouldn’t behave as

New orticles for CD Radio Magazine?

they do!

Revenge!
On a lighter note, I should really 

take the departing PCC to task for his 
chauvinistic comments last month but 
I suspect that it might be more digni­
fied to remain silent on the scurrilous 
claims he made. However, revenge is 
sweet and I have hidden his granary 
bread and cheese sandwiches where 
the mice will definitely find them and 
put gravy powder in his coffee gran­
ules.

Suffice to say that the content of the 
magazine will not be changing signifi­
cantly (except, I hope, for the better) 
and things will be staying very much 
as they were. When you find a winning 
formula, you stick to it!
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page and, if the run is passing through 
your area, it would be beneficial if you

Not being the most intelligent per­
son in the Universe (just second), I 
never realized before that the word
Jogle was derived from the words 
John O’ Groats and Land’s End until 
our resident crossword addict, Alan 
Brown, pointed it out to me. Anyway, 
Jogle 83 is a sponsored run, organ­
ized by Kalamazoo Business Systems, 
with teams entering from such worthy 
companies as Leyland, Barclays Bank, 
Rowntrees, National Coal Board and 
Computastars. The run starts at John 
O’ Groats at noon on 3 April and fin­
ishes at Land’s End at noon on 7 April.

Despite vast amounts of surplus fat 
amongst our staff and contrary to pop­
ular belief, CB Radio Magazine is not 
entering a team in this run. However, 
CiBTA, the trade association that we 
support, is supplying a quantity of CB 
rigs so that the runners and team cap­
tains can communicate with each 
other. Once again, we need your help.

There are two ways in which you, 
our loyal readers, can be of assis­
tance. First off, we would like to 

and your fellow breakers could stay 
off channel altogether so that commu­
nications are not interrupted. On a 
previous similar run, whole teams of 
people got badly lost, hence the rea­
son for CB this year.

Regardless of where you live, you 
can also help Jogle by making some 
form of donation to their appeal. The 
organizers aim to raise some £30,000 
by their efforts which will be split 
between the Arthritis and Rheuma­
tism Council for Research and the Bri­
tish Heart Foundation. Both of these 
organizations depend entirely on pub­
lic donations for their help.

One thing which surprised me is 
that arthritis not only, affects the 
elderly but some 12,000 children, 
including babies, suffer from it. In 
total, amongst adults, 47 million wor­
king days are lost every year. The 
Arthritis Council currently supplies £4 
million per annum to help relieve 
some of this suffering.

Heart disease also affects children 
and 1,400 of them die every year due 

to lack of treatment. Fifty-six million 
working days are lost because of this 
disease. All sorts of clever technology 
can be applied to save lives but, once 
again, it all costs money which the Bri­
tish Heart Foundation helps to supply.

It is gratifying to see able-bodied 
people giving up their Easter Holi­
days to help these charities. Why not 
give them your financial support?

Cheques and postal orders only, 
please, to David Morgan, K.P.O. 492, 
Kalamazoo Business Systems Ltd., 
Northfield, Birmingham B31 2RW. 
Please make cheques payable to Kal­
amazoo Jogle 83 Fund and write CB 
on the back.

Some of the Jogle runners are real 
masochists and only a few days after 
running from John O’ Groats to Land’s 
End, 18 of them will be running in the 
London Marathon. Watch out for 
wobbly-legged athletes wearing CB T­
shirts.

I’m exhausted just writing about all 
this physical activity and intend spen­
ding the rest of today fast asleep.

Place Road Estimated arrival time
Rest Centre - Pentland Hall, John O’ Groats
John O’ Groats A9 12.00 Sunday, 3 April
Wick A9 13.53
Lybster A9 15.24
Brora A9 19.17
Bonar Bridge A9 22.15
Evanton A9 00.35 Monday, 4 April
Inverness A9 01.53
Aviemore A9 05.26
Dalwhinnie A9 08.17
Pitlochry A9 11.49
Perth A9 14.50
Rest Centre - Gleneagles Hotel 
Stirling A9 18.38
Airdrie A73 21.09
Lanark A73 23.00
Beattock Village A74 03.02 Tuesday, 5 April
Gretna A74 06.21
Carlisle A7 07.24

Kendal
About halfway to Land’s End here

A6 12.16
Lancaster A6 14.40
Rest Centre - Lancaster University
Preston A6 16.53
Wigan A49 18.49
Warrington A49 20.07
Whitchurch A49 23.43
Shrewsbury A4 9 01.53 Wednesday, 6 April
Ludlow A49 05.Ô4
Hereford A49 07.49
Chepstow A466 11.36
Bristol A4018 13.30
Rest Centre - Goldney Hall Bristol University
Bridgewater A38 17.08
Taunton A38 18.21
Waterloo (Cross) A38 19.51
Tiverton A373 20.42
Crediton B3214 22.06
Okehampton B3215 00.02 Thursday, 7 April
Launceston A30 02.06
Bodmin A30 04.32
Redruth A30 07.52
Penzance A30 09.44
Land’s End A30 10.53
Rest Centre - School of St Clare Polwithen

This is an abbreviated schedule showing selected points on the route
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The chance to

WIN TWO SEL. CALL RIGS
When you become an Associate Member of CiBTA

Yes, every new Associate Member who joins CiBTA before 1 May, 1983 will automatically 
qualify for entry into our Free Draw. The winner of this draw will receive two specially-tuned 
Sei. Call rigs.

What is CiBTA?

CiBTA is the CB Trade Association which is interested in a secure future for CB.

Why should I join?
You should join CiBTA because it is actively campaigning for more CB channels.
You should join CiBTA because CiBTA wants less wallies on CB.
You should join CiBTA because it is powerful enough to make the Government listen to its 
demands.
You should join CiBTA to make your voice heard.

And that's not all . . .

CiBTA’s membership encompasses some of the most influential CB dealers in the UK and 
these companies will be offering you, the Associate Membership, in return for your 
commitment to CiBTA, some regular CB special offers that will make your eyes pop out.

CAMPAIGN FOR A BETTER CB
4-

GET YOUR REGULAR SPECIAL OFFERS 
+

A CHANCE TO WIN TWO SEL. CALL RIGS

= CiBTA ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

I hereby apply for my lifetime Associate Membership of CiBTA and enclose the one-off fee of £5.00.

Name......................................................................................................................................................................................

Address..................................................................................................................................................................................

Please allow 28 days for the processing of your application form and the return of your membership certificate.

CiBTA, PO Box 6, Hayes, Middlesex UB4 OSS
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Ski-speak easy

A novel way to communicate on the slopes

As Britain’s fastest-growing activity 
gathers more enthusiasts willing to 
hurl themselves headlong down the 
snow-covered slopes, supported only 
by a will to survive, two planks of fibre­
glass and two aluminium poles, we 
decided to send one of our own enthu­
siasts out to demonstrate that even in 
the bleak, wind-swept Alps, CB can 
play both a helpful and a fun role in 
the pastime known as skiing.

The gear!
To help familiarize those non-parti­

cipants with the art of skiing, the loose 
description “hurtling headlong down a 
snow-covered slope with two planks 
of wood strapped to one’s feet” - 
although descriptive and capable of 
conjuring up an accurate picture of 
the first-time skier’s or the novice’s 
uncontrolled descent - is somewhat 
unfair on the sport Today’s skier and 
his equipment bears little or no 
resemblance to the original men of 
skiing who really did ski with planks of 
wood strapped to their feet and 
thought little of walking up the moun­
tain for a whole day before skiing 
down on their wooden skis.

Nowadays the skis are made of a 
delicate, yet highly strong, balance of 
modern materials designed to flex 
with the terrain yet withstand a con­
siderable amount of punishment. The 
feet are no longer strapped to the skis 
in any old boot but are contained 
carefully in specially-designed boots 
moulded to place the ankles and shins 
at the correct angle thus placing the 
body weight forward. The front and 
rear of these boots have an exagger­
ated lip designed to fit into the mod­
ern quick-release binding. The tech­

nological changes and engineering 
improvements that have gone into the 
design and development of these 
quick-release bindings, skis and boots 
have made skiing a much safer sport 
and certainly more accessible to the 
average man and woman of today.

The sport!
With the increase in safer ski-tech­

nology and the resulting increase in 
skiers, the enthusiast can now pay his 
lift fee and be whisked to the top of 
mountains that his forefathers would 
A brave hang glider.

have spent days climbing. Some 
mountains have been so well devel­
oped that one day’s skiing can easily 
cross and re-cross several different 
valleys, each with a considerable 
amount of ski runs. The ski acces­
sories have naturally kept pace with 
the sport’s increase in popularity from 
jackets and clothing to parachutes for 
uphill skiing, hang gliders for off-hill 
skiing and parakites for off-anything 
skiing. Perhaps I should explain that a 
parakite is rather like attaching a tri­
angular table-cloth behind your back, 
attached to your body at either hand
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and at your knees. With it in place, you 
find the steepest side of a hill with 
snow on it, spread your arms out and 
head straight down - the idea is that 
the parakite acts as a brake!

On a more sober note, one recent 
accessory that has become almost a 
fad with the serious ‘lone skier’ is the 
personal hi-fi. I say ‘lone skier’ 
because whilst all that high-fidelity 
music is pumping its way through your 
head, you are literally in a world of 
your own. It is terribly anti-social and 
absolutely impossible ifyou happen to 
be the only one in your group without 
one. Every time you say something to 
one of your skiing partners, it is fol­
lowed by a very loud “WHAT DID YOU 
SAY?”. To which you either repeat 
your comment at a shout and risk the 
deafening answer or shrug, say 
nothing and ski alone in silence.

The Speak Easy
Having experienced on several 

occasions the solace of lending one’s 
hi-fi to a fellow, skier, only to be 
shouted at every time he decides to 
speak to you, not to mention the 
impossible task of informing one’s fel­
low hi-fi-listening skiers that they’re 
skiing off down the wrong piste 
(slope), I was looking forward to trying 
out the personal Speak Easy CB’s we 
had with us this time.

Something which tends to be the 
trend with any sport, to which skiing is 
no exception, is ‘posing’; cowboy hats, 
bright ski suits, parakites and per­
sonal hi-fis all come into this bracket. 
So by the same degree does the per­
sonal CB. Thus whilst one can feel 
slightly foolish wearing a headphone 
with a boom microphone in front of 
your mouth, to the average skier it 
seemed quite normal and just another 
of the many gimmicks skiers use at 
some resorts. This certainly helped in 
our party, as the girls in particular felt 
uneasy at first and imagined every 
one looking at them.

The unit itself is quite compact and

fits snugly away under a jacket, the 
spring-loaded clip on the back of the 
unit allowing it to be attached to any­
where as opposed to requiring a 
pocket. For skiing, the ‘Hands Free’ 
VOX voice-operated facility is practi­
cally essential. Skiing as a group with 
four units, we soon found the best set­
ting was the VOX or\ low with the 
microphone slightly away from the 
mouth thus preventing the user’s 
breath freezing on the microphone 
head and the receive volume high. In 
this way the transmitting party had to 
raise his voice to purposely activate 
the unit and the receiving parties (the 

other three) had their volume high to 
compensate for the slight distance 
that the transmitting party’s micro­
phone was away from the face.

Pure fun
As a means of communication whilst 

skiing, we found the units to be great 
fun. One cannot expect a great deal of 
range from such a compact unit car­
rying its own power supply, using only 
55mA on transmit generating 40mW 
output and 45mA on receive, yet the 
range was easily line of sight plus. For 
simple ease of direction, the ski party 
was able to communicate without 
stopping and thus all take the same 
route down. Approaching junctions, 
one could ask and receive an answer 
as to which piste the followers des­
ired. An ideal argument-saver preven­
ting the lead skier from taking a wrong 
turn and unknowingly leading a 
couple of tired skiers, who did not 
fancy a difficult ski, straight down a 
black run.

Although, truth be known, the most 
practical direction use for us was on 
deciding which bar to stop at on which 
run down and making sure that every­
one got there or at least knew where 
we were headed. An essential part of 
skiing, known as apres-ski (That’s 
talking about it, after you have done it 
and how you survived it), best per­
formed with an alcoholic beverage in 
one’s hand.

Practical use
Whilst the Speak Easy units are 

primarily good fun to use, there are a 
few occasions in normal skiing when 
being able to communicate has a
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Ski-speak easy this one-way communication would 
mean that even the skier at the back 
could hear the instructor, which for 
the learner could be the difference 
between falling over all week or 
picking up the basics in half the time. 
As yet, we don’t know of any ski school 
using this equipment but the idea was 
well received by one or two instruc­
tors.

OK this time but whot if it had been a serious accident?

Conclusion
The units we had with us were the 

basic Speak Easy, which operate with 
normal batteries. This did not pose 
any problems, although even using 
Duracell batteries there was a notice­
able difference in their performance 
after two days of contant use. How­
ever, since our trip, there is now a 
rechargeable version of the Speak 
Easy and this would definitely combat 
any power problems. One should also

more important advantage than which 
direction to take or which bar to stop 
at.

TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION: Quite 
simply, if a member of your party is 
skiing last and he or she falls over, the 
ability to ask if they are O.K. and rec­
eive an answer can save a long wait or 
a tiring uphill struggle. Although one 
should never rely on such communi­
cation alone in the event of an injury, 
with four or more users it would also 
be feasible to form a range of commu­
nication chain. It’s also capable of 
relaying the message to the stricken 
party that help has been summoned 
and is on its way - a comforting 
thought if you are unfortunate enough 

to be lying prostrate in the snow. As 
depicted on the front cover, in some of 
the more developed ski resorts, emer­
gency phones are often available and 
knowing that help has been sum­
moned is not only comforting but can 
save other skiers arriving at the scene 
later, dashing off to report the same 
accident thus confusing the rescue 
teams.

ONE-WAY COMMUNICATION: With 
the Speak Easy units, it is possible to 
de-activate the VOX, making the unit 
capable of transmitting only by 
depressing a PTT button (not an easy 
task whilst skiing). If a ski instructor 
kept his unit as voice operated and all 
of his ski school were listening only, 

remember that the temperatures we 
were skiing at, 1 2-18° below zero, are 
certainly not liked by any battery. As a 
very rough test, we took a normal Ever 
Ready in one Speak Easy unit. Where­
as it lasted only two days at these 
temperatures, a similar battery per­
formed approximately four times 
longer under normal circumstances. 
In fact, one of the batteries we had 
given up on worked quite O.K. when 
we tried it later back in Britain.

For the skier interested in some­
thing different or fed up with continual 
hi-fi use, this type of unit must surely 
be his next craze. For the novice skier 
with a friend prepared to instruct him 
via the airwaves, the units could cer­
tainly be a different way to learn.
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Ministry of Defence tests prove that received 
sound is better with an echo facility, so Sky lab 
designed a circuit and put it into Supersound — 
speech processor input with echo, echo delay and 
integral reverb — all independently adjustable. 
Get more out of your rig — enhance the quality 

your modulation.

Saucy Nancy does it 
anywhere with a

WESTWARD PT!

f*
New Supergain — this high cuality RF pre-amp 
for FM rigs can be turned up to 36 dB gain! Ideal 
for serious DXing — brings out those normally 
undetectable signals.

Plus FM SuperKrunch — the genuine original 
noise and hiss eliminator. SuperKrunch actually 
listens to the audio output of your rig and if it 
hears noise, SuperKrunch makes sure that you 
don't. SuperKrunch lets only modulation through 
to you. Simple connections — works with phones 
or speaker - protected against reversed polarity. 
Only £34.50 inc. p. & p. Money back if not 
fully satisfied.

COMPLETE WITH:
• Internal maintenance- 

rechargeable battery, 
up to three working days'
use on high power.
• Internal protected 13.8V 
mains-regulated power
supply.
• Internal battery char­
ger (fully charged in 5 hours).
• Quick-release car moun­
ting bracket.
• PL259 aerial socket rub­
ber duck antenna, shoul­
der strap, mains lead, etc. 
• 4-watt, 40ch. UK spec, 
for use as home base, mob-
ile and portable.

Skylab 2C Keighley Road, Crossi latís, Bingley, W. Yorks.

further details, sae
Westward Electronics 

The Mill House, Tuckenhay, Totnes, Devon TQ9 7EL 
Tel. Harbertonford 336 or 370

SELECTRONICS

Stockists of amateur radio equipment: Yaesu, Trio, FDK, Tower, J. Beam and Revco 
Repair and modifications by experienced and qualified staff. Credit terms available

Radio, TV ond Radio Communications Specialists
934MHz UHF Radio Equipment

An easily-installed radio system, with uses for 
small businesses, from home to small boats 
and a useful home to car two-way private 
radio system. Range available from this 
equipment - mobile to base 10-15 miles, 
base to base up to 100 miles (conditions per­
mitting).
We have in stock the full range of Reftec 
equipment; Reftec transceiver model MTR 
934/1 plus the full range of aerials ond fittings 
now in stock.

Selectronic 
203 High Street 
Convey Island 

(026Ô) 6914Ô1

Reftec* 934
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should invest in one for it has so many, 
benefits because

In times of distress, accidents, breakdowns, 
emergencies . . . communication is the key

Alert Mob



to receiving quick and efficient aid. All too 
often public communication systems are 
either out of order or nowhere in sight. 
With an Alert Mobile Transceiver, when 
the need to summon help arises, you have 
instant, two-way communication. This 
compact, solid-state unit can be set up in 
seconds and is the only one capable of 
being operated either from the vehicle’s 
power supply or independently from its 
own battery packs. Versatile - with full 4 
watts power output you can transmit up to 
15 miles depending on the surrounding 
terrain.
For ease of mind, instant communication, 
versatility, the AMT is a must for every 
motorist.

The Editor of CB Radio Magazine: 
“This product is so unique and vital that it 
is the first and to date only transceiver that 
we are prepared to endorse. Every motorist

1) The unit can be used to summon help.
2) No installation costs or unsightly holes.
3) Comes complete for car use with 
magnetic mount for antenna and cigarette 
lighter jack plug power supply.
4) Auxiliary power pack for use with the 
car in the event of electrical breakdown or 
for total portable operation.
5) Unit can be used to obtain up-to-date 
traffic and weather reports, as well as route 
directions.
6) With two units, car-to-car 
communication is easily obtained. Ideal for 
travelling with friends.
“A must for every motorist. ”

The MAXCOM 7E comes complete
1 2-Way Solid-State Transceiver
2 Leatherette Case and Battery Pack (Batteries not 
included)
3 Telescopic Magnetic Antenna
4 12V Power Lead with Cigarette Lighter Plug
5 Carry-strap
6 Protective Case for travel and storage
Also included Owner’s Manual and Warranty
Card. r--------- i

“A must for every motorist.’' 
Editor, CB Radio Magazine

Limited Free 
Gift Offer 
SPECIAL 

MOTORISTS' 
PEN

Self Adhesive with Extending 
Spring. Hurry, while stocks last!
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

FULLY PORTABLE p A XX 
NO INSTALLATION TilW 
CAR OR HANDHELD 1^7^

.95

Inc VAT + £2 95 pip

ALERT MOBILE TRANSCEIVER

To: Amtel Ltd., AM House, 9a Old’s Approach, 
Tolpits Lane, Watford, Herts. WD1 8QR 
Tel: (0923) 721144
Please rush me (Qty ) Alert Mobile
Transceivers at £49.95 each + £2.95 each postage 
and packaging plus my free gift (one per unit' 
purchased).

Name _____________________ _________

Address

Phone No.

I enclose my cheque/postal order for 
£_—‘... ........... or charge my Access/Barclaycard.
I am over 18 years of age.

(Signed) ___________________
Please allow 28 days for delivery.



The campaign 
for the 
legislation of 
CB radio
by Major Sir Patrick Wall, M.C.,V.R.D.,R.M. (Rtd.), 
M.P., the Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee for the Legalization of CB Radio
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Major Wall in a campaigning mood.

An important report advocating the legislation of 
CB radio was published by the National Electronics 
Council in June 1978. It advocated a high-quality 
service; a frequency between 100 and 50MHz; it 
came out against a frequency of 27MHz and sug­
gested that all equipment be subject to adequate 
technical standards and approval; finally, that the 
licensing procedure should be as simple as pos­
sible. The British Radio Equipment Manufacturers’ 
Association came to much the same conclusion.

However, towards the end of 1978 and early 1979, 
a number of questions were asked in the House of 
Commons, to which the Government of the day gave 
negative answers. In reply to a question of mine of 
15 January 1979, the Minister concerned said: 
“There are strong arguments on regulatory, adminis­
trative and social grounds against the introduction 
of CB radio. In particular, we are not satisfied that an 
effective means could be found of overcoming the 
problem of control and interference to other ser­
vices commonly associated with its use in other 
countries.”

Clearly the Labour Government was not prepared 
to take any positive action.

The position changed after the General Election 
of May 1979. The Conservative Government took 
the view that people had the right to the freedom of 
air provided that this did not interfere with other 
people’s freedom. Soon after the Election, a Parlia­
mentary CB Committee was set -up, with myself 
(Conservative) as Chairman; Mr. Austin Mitchell, 
M.P. (Labour) as Vice-Chairman; Mr. John Butcher, 
M.P. (Conservative) as Secretary; and Mr. Richard 
Town, G.L.C. as our Technical Adviser. The Parlia­
mentary Committee got in touch with all the national 
CB organizations as well as potential manufac­
turers, clubs and other organizations.

In July, we had our first meeting at the Home 
Office with Mr. Timothy Raison, the Minister of State. 
He proved to be sympathetic and told us that no leg­
islation was required. This was important as the Par­
liamentary timetable was so full that no time could 
be found for legislation, probably for several years. 
There were, however, other problems to be ironed 
out, frequencies, monitoring, possible adverse 
effects on others, etc. The Government made it clear 
at this early stage that they were opposed to 27MHz 
AM as they maintained that this caused interference 
with TV viewers, was highly detrimental to model air­
craft operators, had too long a range and was often 
a poor frequency for reception. They also took the
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view that a choice of a different frequency would 
allow British manufacturers to catch up with foreign 
competition if they so desired.

It was decided that the Home Office would set up 
an internal inquiry and would meet the Parliamen­
tary Committee again in November 1979 to report

*ADlO
progress.

This meeting, in fact, took place on 26 November 
and showed that considerable progress had been 
made. We were told there were no insuperable diffi­
culties as far as the legalization of CB radio was 
concerned. What, however, did worry the Govern­
ment was that it would require some additional civil 
servants to operate and monitor the service at a 
time when the Government was cutting down the 
Civil Service. We agreed that some 30-40 more Civil 
Servants might be required but pointed out that with 
the licensing scheme, the whole system could be 
financially self supporting; that the new market 
might be as large as 6-8 million sets, which would 
mean a large Government revenue in licensing fees 
not counting the V.A.T. that they would gain, a total 
of a possible several hundred million pounds a year.

All these arguments were referred to in more 
detail in a Parliamentary Debate that I initiated on 6 
December. As a result, the Home Office promised to 
continue its investigations and to make a Statement 
in the House of Commons as soon as a decision had 
been reached.

Meanwhile, CB enthusiasts were getting together. 
A meeting of representatives from a number of clubs 
was held in Birmingham in December and as a result 
a steering committee was set up which, by 1980, 
was fully launched as the National Council for the 
Legalization of CB Radio (NATCOLCIBAR). The 
Council initiated a number of meetings and marches 
in several cities, culminating in a major rally in Traf­
algar Square in July.

Parliament was not the only legislature on the 
move. The Greater London Council issued a discus­
sion document giving full details about CB radio and 
how it could operate and asking for comments and 
views to be sent to the Director General at County 
Hall by 4 June. This document pointed out that 10 
million sets were in operation in the USA; that CB 
radio could be of help to the elderly if sick or 
attacked by a burglar and that it provided an alterna­
tive battery-operated voluntary service for use in 
emergencies - from road accidents to fire dr 
flooding.

In May 1980, the Home Secretary announced that 
he had agreed in principle to legalize what he then 
called ‘Open Channel’ on 928MHz, once details had 
been sorted out. In August, the Government issued 
a Green Discussion Paper on ‘Open Channel’, which 
recommended 928MHz and asked for the views of 
the general public. In November that year, NATCOL­
CIBAR forwarded their recommendations - oppo­
sing 928MHz and suggesting 41 MHz as the 
Government was clearly opposed to 27MHz. Papers 
were also sent in from the CB Association, the Tele­
communications Council, etc.

A letter was later received from the Minister of 

State opposing 41 MHz but admitting that there was 
considerable opposition to 928MHz. This was fol­
lowed by a meeting between the officers of NAT­
COLCIBAR and the Home Office advisers.

As it appeared that little progress was being 
made, I initiated a further Parliamentary Debate on 9 
February 1981, asking for rapid legislation and pro­
posing 42.806-43MHz with 16 channels and 
43.694-44MHz with 24 channels, pointing out the 
majority of users still wanted 27MHz. Having 
backed the Minister in opposing 27MHz AM, it was 
pointed out that this position might have to be 
reversed as it was estimated that there were now 
over a quarter of a million users on 27MHz. It also 
appeared that 27MHz FM was now virtually the Eur­
opean standard and that this should be legalized.

Par Wat with Andy Donovan, determined President of the U.B.A

A few days after this Debate, NATCOLCIBAR dem­
anded the legalization of 27MHz AM as well as 41­
48MHz as they considered that 27MHz FM was 
unsuitable.

In March, the Parliamentary Committee met and 
requested the publication of authorized specifica­
tions as rapidly as possible. In April, these specifica­
tions were announced with the Home Secretary 
stating that he was prepared to authorize 27.6­
28MHz AM on 40 channels with the power of 2 
watts. A little later on, in answer to a Written Ques-
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tion, the Minister of State gave the reasons for this 
choice.

In May, NATCOLCIBAR presented the Home 
Office with a detailed response to their draft specifi­
cations.

In June, the Parliamentary Committee met twice 
to discuss the harmonization of frequencies with 
Europe, specifications for antennas, the conversion 
of existing sets and licensing procedure. A meeting 
with the Home Secretary followed, attended by 
representatives from NATCOLCIBAR, the CB Asso­
ciation, the mobile radio users, model controllers, 
paging services and radio amateurs, who had 
agreed on a mutually acceptable allocation of fre­
quencies on the following lines: CB 26.9-27.4MHz 
with 40 channels at 4 watts; mobile radio 30-40MHz 
with 20 channels at Vi watt; paging services would 
move to 30-40MHz; model controllers to 27.6­
28MHz. It was also suggested that all frequencies 
under 30MHz should be AM/SSB and above 30MHz 
FM. The de-rating of antennas was opposed and 
Ministry officials criticized.

In reply, the Home Secretary insisted upon AM in 
view of the large number of complaints over interfer­

ence (14,000 in four months) and reiterated that 
27.6-28MHz FM would, in due course, be legalized 
though he undertook to move to European frequen­
cies at a later date when a common European stan­
dard had been agreed.

Further pressure was applied in August on the 
grounds that over one million 27MHz AM sets were 
now operating and complaining about the timing of 
the meeting of the Ministry’s Advisory Committee on 
radio interference. This received a sharp reply from 
the Home Secretary who, however, agreed to com­
parative tests of 27 AM and FM sets in both rural 
and urban surroundings. Meanwhile, a code of con­
duct was agreed between NATCOLCIBAR and the 
Home Office.

After a further meeting of the Parliamentary Com­
mittee, I initiated a third Parliamentary Debate on 22 
October, stressing the need for a common European 
frequency and pointing out that there was already a 
good deal of harmonization in Europe and that 55 
countries out of 61 allowed 27 AM/SSB. The point
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was also made that the de-rating of antennas was 
unnecessary. I concluded my speech with four sug­
gestions - that the Home Office should study the 
whole spectrum of radio frequencies with regard to 
re-allocation; that tests of AM and FM sets should 
be held; that the date of change to European fre­
quencies should be announced as soon as possible 
and that these frequencies should be included in all 
newly-manufactured sets so as to avoid the pur­
chase of yet a further set in two or three years’ time.

Although it was agreed that there should be com­
parative tests of AM and FM sets, the other sugges­
tions were turned down and in November CB radio 
was finally legalized. Thus, after a 2V2-year fight, the 
battle was finally won but not the war!

The situation was still not satisfactory and in Dec­
ember the Parliamentary Committee returned to the 
attack on European frequencies and on antenna de­
rating but again with little success.

By May 1982 it was announced that over 1A mil­
lion CB licences had been issued but the Goverrr- 

merit was still worried about the use of illegal 
27MHz AM transmissions and introduced regula­
tions with regard to the manufacture and importa­
tion of CB equipment and was intending to crack 
down rather more severely on illegal users.

Although 1A million CB licences had been issued, it 
was thought that some 3A million illegal sets were 
still in operation. In order to clear up the remaining 
difficulties, the Parliamentary Committee met the 
officers of NATCOLCIBAR in June 1982. As a result 
of this meeting it was decided to again approach the 
Home Office on the following matters:

a) European frequencies. It was now established 
that there was a good degree of agreement worked 
out by the TR 19 Working Group of CEPT which was 
suggesting the following European standards: fre­
quency 26.965MHz with 27.405 FM with 40 chan­
nels at 4 watts. The Home Office would be requ­
ested to clear these frequencies so they could be 
legalized in this country in addition to those fre­
quencies that are already legalized since November 
1981.

b) Antennas. It was considered that the present 
regulations with regard to antennas were unneces-
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sarily restrictive, were not being observed and could

NOVEMBER 81

not be enforced. It was, therefore, requested that
tests should be held with various antennas so as to 
establish for a fact which caused the maximum and 
which caused the minimum interference.

c) Tests, That the Home Office should be asked to 
initiate tests between FM and AM sets provided by 
members of NATGOLCIBAR, details of which had 
been supplied to the Home Office. It was hoped that 
these tests together with the ones on antennas 
mentioned above would settle once and for all the 
question of interference. -

d) That there should be legal protection for chan­
nel 9 for emergency services only and that there 
should be an age limit for licence holders.

e) That the Home Office should authorize CB to be 
used in ultra-light aircraft and that digital transmis­
sion limited to 10 seconds should be authorized by 
the Home Office.

f) That it should now be recognized that frequency 
of 934MHz did not correspond with any other 
country and that, therefore, manufacturers would 
not produce sets on this frequency. It was under­
stood that the European standard of 928MHz was 
being recommended and should, therefore, be fol­
lowed by the Home Office.

On a broader Issue it was decided that in view of 
the success of the meeting of various radio users 
held in June 1981, a Spectrum Committee should 
be set up under Mr. Walter Stephenson, to try and 
obtain the agreement of all users on the division of 
the radio spectrum which would suit all concerned. 
It was pointed out that in the Parliamentary Debate 
in October 1981 this question had been put to the 
Home Secretary but no reply had been received. It 
was believed if all radio users could come to an 
agreement over the division of the radio spectrum 
then it was very difficult for the Home Office not to 
review the whole question of the allocation of fre­
quencies.

In October 1982, NATCOLCIBAR elected new offi­
cers, the Chairman being A. Bevington and the Sec­
retary, S. Donohue. With a year’s experience of legal 
CB radio and after a meeting with the representa­
tives of the Parliamentary Committee, it was dec­
ided to seek a further meeting with the Home Office. 
This took place in November with the Minister of 
State, the Rt. Hon. Timothy Raison in the chair. The 
result of this meeting, which was in general a follow­
up to the issues already described, was as follows:

1. Common European Frequency. It was generally 
agreed that Europe was moving towards a common 
frequency of 26.965-27.405, a strength of 4 watts 

and the FM mode. This had been agreed by a recent 
Sub Committee of CEPT but was still subject to final 
approval. The Home Office still intended to move 
towards a common European frequency once this 
was finally established but it would take time to 
remove present users of these frequencies.

2. Abuses. All present had received considerable 
correspondence about abuses by both legal and 
illegal users of CB radio. It was suggested that for an 
experimental period, NATCOLCIBAR should under­
take monitoring in a specific area. The Minister of 
State asked them to submit proposals to this effect. 
He was not inclined to give a lower age limit for a CB 
licence and hoped that the protection of channel 9 
would be carried out by common sense rather than 
by legislation. He had made it clear all along that the 
Government could not undertake a monitoring ser­
vice itself.

3. Liaison. It was agreed that there should be 
closer liaison between NATCOLCIBAR and the 
CEPT official, who would be meeting again in a few 
weeks’ time.

4. Penalties. It was pointed out that if the Telecom­
munications Bill and the Criminal Justice Bill were 
taken together, very severe penalties could be 
meted out to legal CB users which could turn them 
into criminals and allow them to be detained for 
many hours in a police station while the house was 
searched without a warrant. The Minister agreed to 
examine these two Bills and to modify them where 
necessary. It was, however, made plain that illegal 
breakers would be dealt with severely.

Should a monitoring programme be finally agreed, 
the way would be open for NATCOLCIBAR to 
become recognized as the governing body for CB 
radio.

Major Wall in his office, working on early proposals for a British CD system.

Anyone familiar with the long and, at times, bitter 
campaign for legal citizens’ band radio will recog­
nize the name Patrick Wall with some gratitude. 
Major Wall was one of the few supporters of CB with­
in the House of Commons and was almost the only 
MP to actively encourage the lobby for CB radio and 
to identify himself with the campaign. He is still very 
much involved with CB and regularly meets with 
NATCOLCIBAR and other interested parties to press 
for improvements in the system. He was honoured 
with a Knighthood in 1982.
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C.B. ACCESSORIES
Broadband Filter............... ....................... £10.50
Microphone Preamp with Roger Bleep ....£10.00
Direction Finder Equipment.......................... £18.00
Echo Chamber... enhanced modulation ... £49.95
MRF 450A.........................................................£14.00
MRF 475........................................................... £3.50
Crow Bar........ overvoltage protection.......... £5.50
Half Watt Switch Box..............................  £4.00
2A Power Supply............................................. £12.00

All prices plus VAT

Send cheque or PO to:
(payable to Tectel)

Halesfield 14 
Telford, Shropshire 

Telephone enquiries to (0952) 581738 Ext 11

Packaging and postage £1.50 
(Orders over £30 p&p free) 

DELIVERY WITHIN 21 DAYS

■ Exciting new ribbed 
coil design with 
doubly encapsulated 
windings for maximum 
performance and all­
weather protection.

■ The Thunderpole H 
from the UK market 
leader of the fastest 
selling high 
performance legal 
base station antenna.

■ The highest star-rated 
antenna for Performance, 
SWR Adjustment. 
Installation and Value.
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■ Tests indicate performance matching that of an illegal 
5dB home base antenna.

■ Base loaded coil on a single radiating element 1.5m long — 
pre-tuned and requiring no SWR adjustment.

■ Precision-machined alloy base with 3 angled ground planes, 
each 2.67m long, with cross bracing and designed for 
maximum performance.

■ Power 500W — Frequency 27Mhz — SWR 1:1.5 or less.

■ Pole mounting base 1 %ins. dia.

■ Price just £25.00 incl. VAT plus carriage £3.95 and each 
antenna is individually guaranteed.

A well (x^tructed.easily assents 
and erected,excellent performance legal 
antenna wdh the added bawsthat it 
is pre-Tuned ’^dhats how CITIZENS 
BAND magazjne,September's? 
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Tything Road
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THE LAW 
AND YOU

The Telecommunications Dill - friend or foe?

At the time of writing, the Telecommunications Bill 
was at the Committee stage and was proceeding at 
a snail’s pace through the protracted discussions 
that go with any new legislation. This delay is mainly 
due to the Department of Industry, to whom most of 
the Bill applies and for whom the Bill has even grea­
ter consequences than those involved in CB.

It is even possible that the clauses relevant to CB 
(and the most worrying to breakers), concerning the 
Wireless Telegraphy Acts, might not even get the 
thorough discussion that most parts of the Bill are 
receiving. Parliamentary time is always limited and 
the progress of the Bill might well be speeded up to 
get it through Parliament - especially before it can 
be influenced by factors like General Electrons.

The Telecommunications Bill (all 149 pages of it 
plus explanatory notes) is aimed at reorganizing the 
structure of British Telecom. This reorganization 
includes the appointment of a Director General of 
Telecommunications, the removal of the current Bri­
tish Telecom monopoly on equipment and services 
and the provision of denationalization.

Listed amongst these far-reaching proposals is 
“to amend the Wireless Telegraphy Acts 1949-1967 
and to make further provision for facilitating 
enforcement of those Acts and for connected pur­
poses”. It’s this legislation that could dramatically 
affect CB’ers, particularly AM/SSB users.

The Home Office motives
As our article on interference commented last 

month, the Home Office is convinced that all CB- 
source interference comes from illegal CB - either 
prohibited frequencies or illegal operation. With this 
legislation they are hoping to stop this interference, 
without necessarily increasing the load on the 
Radio Interference Services, by extending police 
powers and closing existing loopholes.

Reading Government documents requires fluency 
in bureaucratese and a degree in law. Since I have 
neither, reading it was hard going in places! Rather 
than inflicting large chunks of it on readers, we have 
done our best to interpret it and paraphrase it into 
English.

Much of the Bill deals directly with British Tele­
com but there are clauses throughout the Bill which 
refer to all radio use. This particularly applies to gen­
eral licensing conditions and penalties for offences.

"Provisions relating to wireless telegraphy"
One of the first changes is in the penalties and 

method of trial for some offences. Until now, sen­
ding false or misleading messages likely to preju­
dice the efficiency of any safety of life service, etc., 
or using apparatus for the purpose of interfering 
with wireless telegraphy, were summary offences; 
that is, they were tried at a magistrates court and, in 
the definition of the law, were not serious offences. 
These cases can now be tried on indictment in a 
crown court, either at the request of the accused or 
at the referral of a magistrates court. This gives the 
courts power to pass a more severe penalty if the 
result is guilty but, conversely, gives the accused 
the chance to have his case heard by jury, if he des­
ires. The maximum penalty at a magistrates court is 
six months’ imprisonment and/or a fine on a set 
scale. The crown court is able to give a two-year sen­
tence and/or up to the maximum fine on the appro­
priate scale.

One of the consequences of the Criminal Justices 
Act 1982 is to increase the maximum fine for the 
above offences and others within the Wireless Tele­
graphy Act to £1,000 from £400.

Police powers
Another important clause changes the powers of 

the police in dealing with the Wireless Telegraphy 
Acts. The police will be able, in certain cases, to 
arrest without warrant where transmitters are ille­
gally used.

In an attempt to limit the scale of illegal equip- 

18 CB Radio April 83



merit and thereby prevent interference and close 
previous loopholes, there are provisions in the Act 
to control equipment suspected of ‘causing 
interference’.

This effectively will make it illegal to manufacture, 
sell, possess or import certain equipment, including 
AM/SSB rigs or sets capable of operating on fre­
quencies not licensable for use by the user. 
Although it hasn’t been itemized in the Act, it might 
well include linear amplifiers and similar gadgets 
(although we are awaiting confirmation on this).

In the past, possession of such equipment was not 
in itself enough to constitute an offence. Up to now, 
the Secretary of State only had the power to prohibit 
the manufacture and importation of specified 
equipment.

Seizure and forfeiture

Further provisions entitle officers with a warrant (a 
search warrant for entry and search of premises) to 
seize and detain equipment or “other things found 
in the course of the search”. This extends to appara­
tus which appears to have been used in the sus­
pected offence. •

Although equipment is almost automatically for­
feited when people are found guilty of such offences 
as transmitting without a licence, there are also 
allowances for the forfeiture of illegal equipment 
through a civil procedure. This is aimed at reducing 
the burden on the judicial system and for cases 
where a criminal conviction would be inappropriate. 
This could particularly apply to cases when the 
offender accepts that he should not have had the 
equipment or that the law was inadvertently (or not 
deliberately) flouted.

The implications

The most striking implication is that passing of the 
Bill would make the selling and possession of AM/ 
SSB equipment an offence. This affects breakers in 
two ways.

Firstly, the defence used by many AM breakers 
that equipment was legally imported will no longer 
be sufficient nor will the plea that the equipment has 
never been used, since possession itself will be 
illegal.

Secondly, the neighbourhood CB shop will be 
breaking the law by selling such equipment. Many 
smaller shops have survived by selling AM/SSB sets 
as FM CB has not been enough to keep their busi­
ness alive. Some shops may have to close down 
rather than take the risk - depriving the area of pos­
sibly the only specialist CB shop.

Another worrying development is that people 
found guilty of indictable offences will have a crimi­
nal record, rather than a civil judgment against them. 
It doesn’t require much imagination to see the con­
sequences of that. With this is also the disturbing 
increase in police powers. Although only very briefly 
touched on in this article, the wider implications of 
this in an increasingly-regimented society go 
beyond the confines of a Telecommunications Bill.

Many of the provisions within the Act will also 
apply to those operating ‘pirate’ or free radio sta­
tions. In the past, proving that individuals had actu­
ally operated equipment was extremely hard for the 
Radio Regulatory Department but the offence of 
‘possession’ will now apply.

This has been a very brief and unqualified look at 
the Bill. As and when a more informed interpretation 
is available, we will publish details.
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11 NE Slimline Folding 
11CMC/WMag Mount
11 CE Compact
11 ZE Economy

MOUNTS EXTRA

£17.55 inc.
£16.95 inc.
£19.50 inc.
£9.95 inc.
£8.80 inc.

AWARD YOURSELF AN OSCAR
SMC SOUTH MIDLANDS COMMUNICATIONS LTD
Rumbridge Street, Totton, Southampton SO4 4DP Tel: (0703)867333

TRADE ENQUIRIES 
WELCOMED

STOKE
76 High Street. 
Talkepits, Stoke

Tel: (07816) 72644

CHESTERFIELD 
102 High Street 
New Whittington 
Chesterfield. Derby. 
Tel: (0246) 453340

LEEDS
257 Otley Road 
Leeds 16. Yorkshire.

Tel: (0532) 782326

HUMBERSIDE
247a Freeman Street
Grimsby S Humberside

Tel (0472) 59388

BUCKLEY JERSEY
Unit 27. Pinfold Workshop 1 Belmont Gardens
Pinfold Lane. Buckley. 
Clwyd
Tel (0244)549563

St Helier Jersey

Tel (05341 26788
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“Why do you want 
to buy that, 
there’s no one up there!”
Breaker Profile 5

Cyril Forrister is no stranger to elec­
tronics and radio communications 
and, if the truth be known, his interest 
hasn’t always been strictly legal.

Although Cyril (alias Woodpecker, of 
Romford, Essex) hasn’t worked pro­
fessionally in electronics, his early 
activities included building the fam­
ily’s first television set and, more rec­
ently, a variable power supply and CB 
filters. His involvement with radio 
dates from the early 1960’s when tape 
recorders became generally available 
to the public. At the time it was a new 
and exciting hobby and clubs sprang 
up for enthusiasts to get together to 
swap tapes and information.

Through his club, Cyril met a like­

illMI

RADIO 
PIRATE i 

to be J .™.
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minded ‘fanatic’ who was also inter­
ested in transmitting, using his tape 
recorder as a modulator and became 
involved in his experiments. Cyril’s 
fascination for radio led to him 
becoming an active experimenter 
himself, using many frequencies for 

tests and networks with other opera­
tors. Eventually, Cyril was prosecuted 
for his activities which, unfortunately, 
had far reaching effects.

Cyril’s more legitimate radio hob­
bies included short wave listening (for 
which he has certificates of achieve­
ment) and studying for the amateur 
radio operators’ licence. Although he 
passed the examination, because of 
his conviction for ‘piracy’, the authori­
ties were only prepared to let him use 
his equipment when accompanied by 
another licensed operator until they 
were satisfied with his behaviour. Cyril 
was not prepared to go along with this 
and consequently never took up his 
licence.

However, his interest in radio didn’t 
lapse and he was (and still is) a firm 
supporter of the ordinary man’s right 
to radio communication. So when citi­
zens’ band equipment started to make 
its way over to this country during the 
American CB boom, Cyril was ready.

As soon as a legal service became 
available, Cyril changed over to the 
FM system, although he had been 
dubious in the beginning. Like many 
areas, initially the channels weren’t 
that crowded and Cyril enjoyed his 
hours on his Uniace rig. This situation 
lasted until the channels got more and 
more crowded and Cyril was sur­
rounded by both keen CB’ers and the 
idiots who spoil the channels for all of 
us. Cyril’s lucky now if the needle 
drops below S7 and he doesn’t have 
the rig on nearly so much, especially 
as he gets upset at his wife having to 
listen to such bad language.

It’s this situation, as well as his keen 
interest in radio, that made him con­
sider 934MHz. So, armed with a con­
siderable amount of money, he set off 
to buy a UHF rig. A local CB shop in 
Barking was able to sell him one, 
although they weren’t too optimistic, 
as their quote which forms the title of 
this article indicates. Cyril added a 
Reftec beam antenna with rotator to 
his Reftec rig and, in September 1982, 
he was ready to go.

Except, really, he hasn’t gone at all 
as he’s never been able to contact 
another user. Cyril grew increasingly 
worried. After all, he’d accepted that 
there weren’t many 934MHz users - 
that’s why he bought it - but none at 
all! The set went back to Reftec for 
confirmation that it was in working 
order and was pronounced OK.

So the set sits patiently on the side­
board waiting for the magic day when 
someone actually comes back. Cyril 
says, after such a long time, he'd even 
be pleased if someone said “Clear off” 
back at him but he’s not giving up. He 
has tried to influence other local brea­
kers into giving it a try but, although 
they come in for demonstrations, 
they’re not over impressed by the sil­
ence that greets them. Cyril feels this 
is a great shame, as many local brea­
kers, dissatisfied with 27MHz, are 
moving on to amateur radio and the 
examination without considering the 
other, cheaper, alternative.

Cyril has suggested that everyone 
who has 934MHz equipment should 
try to use it at 12.00 noon on Sunday 
for 15 minutes on channel 14, giving 
breakers the chance to listen out for 
someone in their area and make con­
tact with them. This seems a very 
good idea and any 934MHz breakers 
reading this might care to take it up. 
Hopefully then stories like Cyril’s 
won’t happen to anyone else.
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Lima Mike Group
International
It was last November when the 

Group last appeared in these pages. 
Since then we have gone from 
strength to strength, to the stage 
where we have had to change the 
name slightly from U.K. to Interna­
tional.

Our primary function is still as a DX 
group, with members working on FM 
and SSB, even CW. Also our eyeball 
(every Friday at the Corner House 
public house, Bledlow, Bucks.) at Mole 
Catcher’s is becoming a popular event 
with any breaker who can get there.

In the latter part of November, two 
of our members (LM 035 Alex and LM 
999 Dave) ran a 72-hour marathon in 
aid of the Helen House Hospice in Ox­
ford, which raised over £300 and a 
teddy bear. They would like to thank 
all the breakers who donated to such 
a worthy cause.

The outline of the Group since the 
slight change of name is as follows.

BIRO
BIRO is an international group for 

employees of the Boots (Chemist) Co., 
based in Nottingham.

Anyone who works for the Boots 
group and their family may join but 
they must only use their call sign 

Upon joining the Group, the member 
receives a membership card and 50 
QSL cards, which for a small addi­
tional charge can be personalized 
with member’s number, handle, name 
and country or origin. Membership 
also entitles them to use the Group 
P.O. Box from which mail can be for­
warded to them. We also have a range 
of other sundry items, e.g., log books, 
stickers, rubber stamp, etc., available.

In the not-too-distant future, we 
hope to start a junior division for youn­
ger breakers, with the prefix of Juliet 
Bravo so as not to be confused with 
regular members.

We always welcome new members 
or correspondence from other clubs. 
The address to write to is The Lima 
Mike Group International, P.O. Box 2, 
Chinnor, Oxford, England 0X9 4UB. 
J. J. Sydenham (The Printer LM 091) 

(President) 
Chinnor, Oxford

(Juliett Bravo) on the legal channels’ 
Hope you can give us a little space in 
your magazine. (Please note, we are 
not an advertising agency’)

51, 73 to you all.
Old Caveman (JB 02) (Chairman) 

Nottingham

Tango Bravo CB Club
I would like to introduce you and 

your readers to our club. We are 
known as T Bee, for obvious reasons. 
We formed in January, 1982 and had a 
very successful year. Some of the 
many events organized included trea­
sure hunts, trips to France, football 
matches, darts tournaments, ice 
skating at Peterborough, fancy dress 
dances, etc.

Our membership presently stands 
at 220 but as it is now renewal time 
and being aware of the downslide in 
CB interest, we only expect about 100 
renewals. Therefore, new members 
will be most welcome. Our venue, 
Guisnes Court, is a very smart country 
club and we meet every Sunday 
evening from 7.30-11.00pm.

The Club operates an SSB club and 
we have 14 members currently. Once 
again, new members most welcome.

Well, enough said. I’ll sit on the side 
and welcome any new members.

77’s and 88’s.
Red Baron (Chairman) 

Tiptree, Essex
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NATCOLCIBAR
REPORTS........

This is the first report from the 
Chairman of Natcolcibar, who will reg­
ularly be letting us know of develop­
ments and results of meetings that the 
Committee attends.

The Chairman and Secretary of Nat­
colcibar met with Home Office offi­
cials on 1 February to discuss various 
CB-related problems.

Channel 9 and its problems were 
discussed first and protection against 
abuse for channel monitors. It was dis­
covered that the main reason for lack 
of protection was that when the lic­
ence and restrictions were formu­
lated, the Home Office consulted the 
various emergency services for their 
opinions on the desirability of channel 
9 monitoring. It appears that the emer­
gency services felt that people would

a) expect the services to monitor CB 
and come in response to a call for 
assistance and this would not be the 
case and

b) no longer use the already existing 
and efficient 999 service.

Natcolcibar felt this to be rubbish 
and that the whole point of monitoring 
services was being missed, as its obvi­
ous purpose is to complement and 
assist, not replace. The CB user would 
use the monitor to speed up the advi­
sing of the emergency services and 
monitors would be there for the CB’er 
to use or not as required.

It was felt that, to a great extent, the 
general lack of understanding and 
sympathy for CB was responsible for 
CB not being taken seriously. How­
ever, we were assured that if we could 
produce details of the kind of prob­
lems that monitors contend with for 
the next meeting, they might look 
more sympathetically at our request 
for protection of channel 9. So we 
need evidence from you and emer­
gency services in your areas that 
monitors are needed and are benefi­
cial and details of the types of abuse 
difficulties you experience. We under­
stand that the licence conditions are 
being reviewed at the moment and if 
the evidence we present endorses 
our viewpoint then it may well influ­
ence their attitudes to the new lic­
ence.

Antenna restrictions
Various aerial problems were dis­

cussed. An across-the-board single 
type, approved for both home and 
mobile use, was envisaged by the

Home Office but we challenged this 
as being completely unrealistic in the 
light of the number of half-wave di­
poles and similar illegal aerials that 
are in use. We felt that a more sen­
sible attitude would be to forget aerial 
restrictions and concentrate solely on 
interference, irrespective of mode or 
antenna, as interference is by far and 
away the most serious problem.

Natcolcibar does not blame either 
mode specifically for interference, 
neither do we accept the Home Office 
claim that any FM station causing 
interference must be illegal.

The comment was made that in any 
further specifications issued by the 
Home Office, we would like to see 
some standards laid down for the rec­
eive section of the radio as we blame 
many of the problems on the 
extremely poor standards in this part 
of the set. The Home Office said they 
might be willing to endorse particular 
standards to which manufacturers 
could then say their rigs complied but 
at this stage they didn’t want to 
enforce such a specification.

Progress towards a compatible Eur­
opean system seems to be moving 

well, the countries involved not having 
many basic objections. The main diffi­
culty seems to be the agreement of a 
universal 40 channels (and the UK 
doesn’t object to this). Our main prob­
lem will be moving existing users from 
the desired frequencies, mainly paging 
systems (who are keen to move any 
way) and the CAA, who will want assur­
ance that the frequencies will cause 
no problems to aircraft. We sincerely 
hope that the mistakes made with the 
UK service will not be repeated when 
this one is introduced.

934MHz CB
at home and abroad

Nine hundred and thirty-four mega­
hertz, although as yet hardly a reality, 
was seen by the Home Office as may­
be being priced out of the average 
user’s pocket - a view not necessarily 
agreed with by Natcolcibar in the light 
of the amounts of money spent on 
27MHz equipment. If and when 
934MHz makes progress, we feel that 
this will be the area for the inclusion of 
extras like digital transmission acces­
sories rather than on 27MHz as this
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NATCOLCIRAR 
REPORTS.......
frequency already has enough confu­
sion and problems.

The whole area of 900MHz usage 
was discussed in the light of the Jap­
anese decision to introduce 902­
904MHz for their own CB service. The 
Japanese will, of course, have the very 
latest in up-to-date technology, inclu­
ding digital channel selection and 
automatic transmitter identification. 
Japan is not the only country to have 
plans for the 900MHz range as Amer­
ica also has a similar scheme in mind. 
Our discussions centred on the fact 
that neither of these countries men­
tion 934MHz and we are worried that 
the UK might be left out in the cold 
again with vast new areas available 
for pirates if due care is not taken.

The Telecommunications Bill came 
up, not unnaturally and, despite assur­
ances that it would not be used 
against CB’ers specifically and that 
many other areas presented just as 
much a problem to the department, 
the Natcolibar representatives pres­

ent felt that it was not what the Bill 
said but what it didn’t say that was the 
greatest threat to CB’ers. It was felt 
that many areas of the Bill were wide 
open to abuse and misuse by those in 
authority and that, given the oppor­
tunity, sections of it could easily be 
used to make even a short wave rec­
eiver illegal to own.

It was for this reason that four mem­
bers of Natcolcibar met Mr. Dafydd 
Wigley, M.P., later in the day at the 
House of Commons. Mr. Dafydd 
Wigley is a member of the Standing 
Committee on the Telecommunica­
tions Bill and we met to discuss vari­
ous amendments we would like to see 
to the Bill. We received a most sympa­
thetic hearing from Mr. Wigley, who 
agreed that there did seem to be one 
or two rather grey areas in the Bill 
which he would try to get amended. 
He did comment that the Bill might 
well be ‘guillotined’ and any further 
debate curtailed before the commit­
tee ever got to the sections which 

concerned us (which seemed very 
undemocratic to us).

Facts and figures
CB Radio Magazine has very kindly 

agreed to let us have some of the rele­
vant results of the survey featured in 
the February issue, so we hope you’ve 
all filled them in and sent them back 
as we hope to use the results to try to 
influence the intransigent and dogma­
tic attitude in the Home Office 
towards CB and its problems. We feel 
that the way they blindly ignore the 
reality of the CB situation is not good 
enough and to make rules that are 
ignored, yet discard the necessity for 
rules that would help the service work, 
is even more foolish.

It’s about time it was accepted that 
CB users are entitled to some consid­
eration and neither will they continue 
to pay licence fees for nothing nor will 
they continue to be pushed from pillar 
to post by civil servants and MP’s who 
couldn’t care less about their “stupid 
CB’s”. It’s gone on for quite long 
enough and it’s about time the CB’er 
had a say in his destiny. So help us to 
help you.

If you would like to contact Natcolci­
bar to contribute evidence and opi­
nions or to ask about membership and 
affiliation then write to The Secretary, 
Natcolcibar, 430 West Wood, Windmill 
Hill, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 6LL.

» May's edition of CB Radio Magazine includes o

° ★ An article on CB for disabled users °
] ★ Pathfinder community radio J

] ★ Marathon copies - who's the champion? ]

J ★ Results from our second Reader Survey 0

U plus regular features like u
j Rig Test, Rufnek, Readers Write and Club Spot 
i Don't miss it! n
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RIG 
TEST magpie
Magpie Autoscan 5000

This is the second ‘all-British’ set we 
have looked at in detail and, like the 
EMS set featured a few months ago, 
the Magpie really scores on quality of 
manufacture. The set is available 
through Magpie on mail order only 
and retails at £120.00.

Microphone
The microphone supplied with this 

rig is of the standard oblong shape 
with rounded corners. It is fitted with a 
red-and-black push button top which 
is used for up and down stepping and 
scanning of channels. If either of the 
buttons are pressed once the rig will 
either go up or down a channel. If the 
button is held in the down position, 
the rig will automatically scan up or 
down looking for either an empty or 
busy channel (whichever scanning 
mode has been selected by the 
search control switch). It is also fitted 
with a lockable four-pin plug.

Construction
Like most Far Eastern sets, its con­

struction is of the two-piece (top and 
bottom) cover plus chassis. The case 
itself is finished in a stylish dark blu­
ish-grey stove enamel paint. The front 
panel is aluminium extrusion with a 

lettering around switches, meter and 
display. The controls from left to right 
on the escutcheon are, PA CB switch, 
channel 9 priority switch, power high/ 
low switch and a search switch. The 
search switch decides whether the 
scanner looks for a busy or free chan­
nel. Next is the signal strength meter 
and channel display (which was a 
good size), TX lamp and underneath 
the TX indicator is a photo-sensitive 
cell which will dim or brighten the 
channel indicator to suit external ligh­
ting conditions. On the bottom row 
from left to right is a mike gain control, 
an RF gain control, squelch control, 
volume on/off control and a pair of up 
and down scanning buttons and the 
mike socket, which if both are pressed 
at once reset the scanner to channel 
14.

The internal construction is of a very 
high standard, with very few floating 
wires. Important ic’s were mounted in 
sockets for ease of servicing and 
replacement. All the components are 
clearly identified.

Transmitter test
Test equipment available:
Two Racal 9081 signal generators. 
Racal 9009 modulation meter. 
Racal 9301 milli-voltmeter.
Racal 9917 and 9024 frequency 

counters.
Marconi TF 2501 RF power meter.

Bird 43 RF power meter with load. 
Marconi TF 893 AF power meter. 
Marconi TF 2337 distortion meter. 
Levell TG 66B audio generator.
Solartron CD 1400 scope.
IE DS 50/2 power supply.
Keithley 130 digital voltmeter.
Hewlett Packard spectrum analyser.

Power output

This test is done to check that the 
power output of the rig conforms to 
Home Office specification MPT 1320 
and that the rig will give the user suffi­
cient power output for normal use 
over a reasonable variation of power 
supply voltages in both high and low 
settings.

fowct uuxpui ana Ancnuauon
Alton. 10.lv 13.lv 14.lv
High 2.0W aiW 3 3W
Low 0.3W 0.3W 03W

The power output test shows a 
rather low reading but this would be 
hardly noticeable during normal use. 
This appeared on both high and low 
power.

Temperature stability

This test is done to ensure that the 
rig stays on the frequency for a reas­
onable change in environmental tem­
perature (48°F to 68°F).

The temperature stability seems to 
be reasonably good, drifting a maxi­
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mum of 100 cycles over the tempera­
ture range.

Modulation

Temperature stability
Temp.
Should

041 otto 0440

be 27.601250 27 791250 27 991250
A8F 27.601200 27 791210 27 991220
68 Q F 27 601130 27.791150 27 991150

This test is done to check the ability 
of the rig’s modulation circuit to give a 
good modulation level over a varying 
range of input levels and frequencies.

Modulation
Input Input Frequency
Level 500Hz 11»Hz tSOOHx
0.6mV 015kHz 0.2kHz 02kHz
?.5mV 0.5kHz 09kHz 0.7kHi
6-OmV 1.2kHz 1.6kHz 1.3kHz
25mV 2.2kHz 2.0kHz 1.7kHz
60 m V 2.5kHz 2.2kHz 1.8kHz
250mV 2.5kHz 2.3kHz 1.9KHz

The results of this test are quite 
good and at no point did the modula­
tion level exceed the specification in 
MPT 1320. The only complaint found 
was that when the rig was air tested, 
the modulation was said to sound a bit 
‘tinny’ but this could easily be the fault 
of the microphone and not the rig.

Receiver test
Audio distortion

To do this test, the loud speaker was 
replaced by a Marconi TF 893 AF 
power meter with a Marconi TF 2337 
distortion factor meter connected 
across it.

Measured Distortion
0.2 watts 9% distortion
0.4 watts 10% distortion
0.6 watts 12% distortion
0.8 watts 12% distortion

In PA mode, 2 watts are available

From the results of these tests, we 
can see the output is lower than most 
normal sets but was found to be good 
to listen to and not harsh as some for­
eign sets can be.

Squelch level

The threshold of the squelch was 
measured at .25mv and fully muted at 
300mV. The fully muted results 
seemed rather excessive but no prob­
lem was experienced when used out 
in the field under " normal operating 
conditions.

Receiver sensitivity

This test is done to check the ability 
of the rig to pull in weak or distant sta- 

.tinns
Sensitfvtty

10dB quieting 1.1 uV
20dB quieting 3.0uV
30dB quieting 6.0uV

From the results of this test, we can 
see that the rig gave only average 
results and could, perhaps, have been 
more sensitive.

S meter readins

This test is done to check the calib­
ration (sensitivity) of the rig’s signal 
strength meter.

S Meter Readbig
3uV 
6uV 
10uV 
15uV

We can see from the results of this 
test, which was done with the RF gain 
control turned to maximum, that a 91b. 
signal (S9) means that the station you 
are receiving is putting 15mV down 
your aerial. We feel this is a bit low 
and would cause you to give better 
poundage reading than you would 
receive back.

am rejection

The AM rejection measurement 
taken from the rig gave a result of 
20dB, which is a slightly below aver­
age reading but should not cause any 
trouble.

Adjacent channel rejection

This test is done to check the rig’s 
resistance to bleed-over by other sta­
tions near by. We take a measure­
ment by receiving a signal on channel 
20 then introduce a second trans­
mitted signal first on channel 19 then 
20 to check the filter band width then 
on channels 1 and 40 to check for rec­
eiver desence.

Adjacent Channel Rejection

CHI OI1V OMI OHO
300mV 3mV 5mV 100mV

The results of this test on channel 1 
and 40 are very good but we feel the 
results on channels 19 and 21 could 
have been higher but no problems 
were found during air testing.

Summary
This is the second 100% British rig 

we have tested so far and we were 
quite impressed by the high standard 
of workmanship used in the manufac­
ture of this rig. We also found while air 
testing this rig that the up and down 
scan on the microphone was very 
handy whilst driving around, although 
unfortunately in London the high con­

• SPECIFICATIONS

GENERAL

FREQUENCY RANGE 27,60125 MHz -27.99125 MHz.
CHANNELS 40 channel 10 KHzspacing PLL 

synthesized. Frequencies m 
accordance with home office 
requirements published in MPTI320.

CHANNEL SELECTION Internal electronic counter 
selection controlled by push buttons 
on Microphone or front panel.

CHANNEL DISPLAY 7 segment vacuum fluorescent 
display with automatic dimming.

SPECIAL FEATURES. a) Search mode enables automatic 
search for busy channel or free 
channel as requited.
b) Instantaneous channel 14 
selection.

OPERATING TEMPERATURE RANGE: -5°C to + 45°C.
POWER SOURCE: »10.8V DC to + 15.6V DC 

(+13.2V DC nominal).
CURRENT DRAIN: Approx. 300mA on receive.

1.2A on transmit 
(fused at 2A).

DIMENSIONS Width 182mm (7,16")
Height 56mm (2.2”)
Depth 175mm (6.9”)

TRANSMITTER

OUTPUT POWER- 4W high power setting.
400mW I - 10dB) low power setting.

FREQUENCY ACCURACY: Better than »1.5 KHz over
temperature range.

TYPE OF MODULATION: FM
DEVIATION Nominal + 1,5 KHz Max.

permissible i 2.5 KHz for + 20 dB 
nput overload from 300 Hz io

3 KHz.
SPURIOUS EMISSIONS; al Adjacent channel <10 microwatts 

b) Out of bend
<10nW within the bands;

80-85 MHz
87.5-118 MHz 
135-136 MHz 
174-230 MHz 
470-862 MHz 
<250nW elsewhere

RECEIVER

CIRCUIT TYPE Dual conversion superheterodyne.
SENSITIVITY: 1pV for 2000 noise quieting 

(typical 0.7pV)
IF BANDWIDTH >4 3 KHz (—6dB)
ADJACENT CARRIER REJECTION >80d8 (typical 100dB)
IMAGE REJECTION: >60dB
AM REJECTION: >40dB
2 TONE INTERMODULATION: 3rd order intermodulation products 

for 2 nputsof 1mV typically 
<0.26uV

RFGAIN CONTROL 3Qd8.
SQUELCH RANGE: 0.3pV to 10pV
AUDIO OUTPUT POWER 1.5W into 811 

3W into 4 Q

centration of breakers made the 
search facility unoperable (due to the 
fact there were no free channels and 
all channels were busy) but out in low- 
population areas and motorway driving, 
the scan facility comes into its own for 
finding somebody to talk to or sear­
ching for a clear channel. As for the 
low results in some of the tests, it was 
explained to us by the manufacturers 
and was confirmed by the Serial No. 
(009) of the rig that this rig was only a 
prototype and that the actual produc­
tion rigs would be made to a far higher 
standard. In our opinion, this rig is well 
worth buying and, hopefully, the price 
will not make it prohibitive.
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Readers Write
Dear Sir,

On reading the Home Office News 
Release in your February 83 edition of 
CB Radio Magazine, I found it a bit 
unclear of what you can legally pos­
sess.

It was clear that you can be done for 
illegal possession of AM/SSB equip­
ment but what I was wondering is that, 
in my case, I purchased (quite legally) 
a Bremi mains linear amplifier. Say 
now that I decide to not use this any 
more but leave it next to my rig but not 
connected into the system, is this 
counted as illegal possession or can I 
legally keep it if it is not used? I would 
appreciate if you could publish the 
answer to this question in your Rea­
ders Write column.

Yours with hope,
N. J. Kemp 

March, Cambs.
I’m sorry, Mr. Kemp, we just don't know at the 

moment. Although the main points of the Bill are 
easily picked out. interpretation of some of the finer 
points is another matter! My guess is, yes, your lin­
ear amplifier will be illegal whether you use it or not 
but we hope to have more explicit information next 
month—Ed.

Dear Sir,
I would like to use the letter page of 

your magazine to put to your readers 
a few points on two items that will 
affect both CB radio and amateur 
radio in the coming 12 months.

The first is regarding the advent of 
cable TV in this country. This system 
will use high level composite video 
and audio signals across the com­
plete frequency range of 5-440MHz. 
This range houses most of the popular 
amateur bands and, of course, 27MHz 
CB. The problem arises from the per­
mitted external radiation limits and I 
quote from the specifications, “Radia­
tion Limits: Maximum permitted equi­
valent radiation level from individual 
components within non-broadcast 
bands equals +11dB/uV/m at 10m or 
a radiated power of 2.5 X 10~11W 
(25pW)”.

A footnote to this specification 
states, “This is a compromise value 
and MAY NOT protect from system 
interference all services operating 
within the bands specified”. This has 
caused concern with the University of 
Bath School of Electrical Engin­
eering’s Chris Morcombw and with 
John Wilson of the R.S.G.B' Both have 
submitted a report to the Hunt Com­
mittee on cable TV, that radiation from 
“leaky coaxial cables” anywhere near 
these levels will lead to the end of 
amateur radio, CB radio and other 
similar systems.

This opinion is echoed by other 
users of this part of the radio spec­
trum and one can see the problems 
that may arise by looking at the Ameri­
can radio scene, where amateurs 
have been forced to close their sta­
tions because of interference to and 
from the US cable system.

There are at present two types of 
cable transmission system under con­
sideration. The first is the ‘all-Ameri­
can’ coax cable system, with all the 
problems of TVI and interference to 
users in that part of the spectrum. The 
other is a hybrid fibre optic/coax cable 
system that is distributed via a fibre 
optic ‘main’ and the houses are con­
nected by coax to it. This means that 
interference can still be caused but 
only locally.(!) Probably the best sys­
tem is the all-fibre optic type as pion­
eered by British Telecom but whether 
we get this superior system or not, the 
decision lies with the Government and 
after seeing their handling of the CB 
question, I do not have much faith in 
the outcome.

The second item concerns the Bri­
tish Telecommunication Bill which is 
at the moment making its way through 
Parliament. This Bill is largely con­
cerned with the selling off of British 
Telecom and the setting up of private 
telephone companies. However, it 
also includes sections dealing with 
the following: possession of illegal 
transmitting equipment, the right of 
police to confiscate illegal equipment 
(in the case of CB that means 
antennas over 1.5 metres, linears and 
sideband/AM rigs), the use of illegal 
frequencies, the advertising and sale 
of illegal equipment and a lot more. 
The interesting thing is that_Govern- 
ment has yet to say what is illegal 
equipment. Apart from the regulations 
governing CB, the law on radio equip­
ment is very vague (as we all know!). 
This, in my opinion, is clearly an 
attempt to impose more regulations 
on CB and amateur radio via a ‘back­
door’ method.

Now an interesting point was made 
during the Bill’s second reading in the 
House of Commons and that was a 
statement from the three main opposi­
tion parties that if any of them was 
elected they would not implement this 
Bill. The Government has said that this 
Bill will not come into force until after 
the next General Election, which most 
people think will be 1983.

Far be it from me to tell you who to 
vote for but if you do not want this Bill 
to be enforced, you know who NOT to 
vote for, don’t you?

Yours faithfully,
J. E. Burtenshaw (The Modelmaker) 

Littlehampton, W. Sussex

Dear Ed,
Firstly, thanks for a very readable 

magazine. It’s nice to see you keeping 
it the same as when we bought the 
first copy, although AM seems to be 
getting less and less space nowadays.

Secondly, I have been watching 
your letter pages with interest now for 
the last three issues. In all of them, we 
have the year-old rivalry of AM v. FM. 
OK, I will admit to having been an AM 

breaker now for over three years and 
many of my original friends on AM still 
operate the same but we have moved 
with the times and all also run FM. I 
am not about to start a long-running 
feud about how far you can get out on 
AM as opposed to FM as I have had 
phenomenal copies on both modes 
myself and, obviously, I knock the 
spots off both with SSB. Also, I won’t 
go on about FM CB becoming legal 
because of all our harassment and 
effort in pre-Legalization days. (I got 
that all in rather well, didn’t I?).

The point is, in AM days, wallies, 
bucketmouths, etc., were soon found 
out and sorted out because a) there 
were not the profuse number of users 
as there are now and b) what we were 
doing was illegal, so we administered 
our own justice. So, rather than moan 
about something that I very much 
doubt anything can be done about, 
what about the people who have facili­
ties other than 27 FM using them? Get 
together in your respective areas and 
revive the ‘Good old days’. We have all 
said it ourselves in the past 14 
months: “It’s not the same now it’s 
legal”. So how about a revival? We’ve 
had rock revivals and 60’s revivals, so 
why not a CB revival? If this gets 
going, how about a national AM appre­
ciation club? Let’s stop moaning and 
see how many of us are left.

Peter H. P. Gruender (Red Baron) 
Tiptree, Essex 

P.S. Anyone seriously interested in 
a national AM appreciation club, 
please contact me through this mag., 
marking your letter ‘NAMAC’.

Dear Sir,
I was pleased to see the article 

‘When 27MHz went to war’ in your 
January issue. As a young airman tn 
1938, I was posted to the Research 
Station at Bawdsey to start a career of 
over 40 years in Air Defence Radar 
and Communications.

Mr. Judd’s list of CH stations is not 
quite correct. About the most impor­
tant is omitted, viz., Swingate, which 
was on the White Cliffs just east of 
Dover. I recall that the photograph 
(Fig. 5) in the ‘R’ Block operations 
room was taken there in late 1941.

There were five stations in the initial 
CH chain from Bawdsey to Swingate 
with frequencies 22.69, 25.01, 26.36, 
27.03 and (I think) 27.93MHz. By the 
outbreak of WW2, the chain had been 
expaned south-west to Ventnor and 
up the east coast to Hillhead to make 
20 stations. One or two mobiles had 
been added, including Netherbutton, 
near Kirkwall, Orkney Isles. By the 
time of the Battle of Britain, Devon 
and Cornwall plus S. Wales and a few 
other areas had been covered, mainly 
by mobile radars which were later 
made into permanent ‘West Coast’- 
type stations. These included Hays-
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Readers Write
castle Cross - not Haycastle as listed 
in the article.

Most were closed at the end of 
WW2 down to a care and maintenance 
basis followed by a top priority refur­
bishing in 1950-51 back to opera­
tional status as phase one of ROTOR - 
the restoration of the U.K. air defence 
system. By 1960 or so, all CH’s had 
been closed and mostly dismantled.

So it can be said that for a quarter of 
the century, 27MHz was used for our 
air defence system. I wonder if CB on 
27MHz will beat that record?

Wg. Cdr. H. E. Bennett, 
M.B.E., C.Eng., F.I.E.R.E., R.A.F.(Rtd.) 

G8PF (Papa Foxtrot) 
New Milton, Hants.

Dear Editor,
Regarding the great debate about 

FM v. AM, I’m totally unbiased as here 
in Gibraltar it’s all illegal but having 
tried a U.K. FM set, they certainly work 
well, much better than the AM sets for 
a local chat. Mind you, there are only a 
handful of people with them here, 
although we do hear the U.K. when 
the propagation is good.

Has anyone thought what an AM 
system with thousands of breakers 
fighting for 40 channels would have 
really been like in the U.K. without the 
advantage of the capture effect on 
FM?

If Mr. Bradford, writing to you rec­
ently, has found a way of getting high 
definition real television into 40kHz, 
perhaps he would be well advised to 
rush to the Patent Office and sell the 
result to Japanese video manufac­
turers.

Anyway, keep up the good work with 

an excellent magazine and don’t go 
QRT.

Calentita
Gibraltar

Dear Sir or Madam,
As you know, this is the United 

Nations Year of Worldwide Communi­
cations but this Government is trying 
to prevent me and thousands of other 
11-metre sideband radio operators 
communicating with the rest of the 
world.

They are trying to impose a fine of 
up to £1,000 and confiscation of all 
illegal 11m. equipment for doing no 
more than trying to make friends in 
the rest of the world, whereas other 
people are allowed to go around 
beating up and maiming old folk and 
raping six-year-olds and getting very 
trivial sentences for their outrageous 
crimes.

Their reason for making 11 m. illegal 
is interference with TV’s and hi-fis but 
I believe that sideband radio opera­
tors are being used as a scapegoat for 
others. So the reason for this letter is 
to try to get other clubs, AM, FM and 
sidebands and magazines such as 
yourself to show the Government that 
there is a need to legalize 11 m. side­
bands more sensibly than they legal­
ized FM CB.

Equipment such as 11m. should all 
be of high standards like amateur 
radio equipment. The operator would 
have to pass a simple examination to 
prove that he knew how to use his 
radio, i.e., if he was using Yaesu or 
Sommerkamp radios, he would know 
the difference between 11 m. and 
10m. or 20m. and he would know how 

to cure any interference problems. If 
he could have 11m. legalized with 12 
watts output on sidebands and 4 
watts output on FM or AM and they 
were allocated unlimited use of 
antennas with a maximum height 
allowed above buildings, almost all 
interference would be eliminated at 
once. Therefore, it would be in the 
interest of all radio users, CB and 
sideband, to let the Government know 
by writing to your local M.P. and any 
other sources that could help in the 
fight for legalization of 11m. side­
bands in this, the year of worldwide 
communication.

Now take the sideband station: 90% 
of the stations know that they are 
100% illegal and do not want any 
aggravation from the neighbours, so 
they take great care and pride in set­
ting up a clean station.

Obviously there would be interfer­
ence if they tried to hide their 
antennas as some FM CB stations try 
to hide illegal antennas and create 
interference plus the sideband station 
would not be very successful in world­
wide communications, so their antennas 
go on top of their houses with around 
10-15ft. clearance from TV antennas 
or on 30ft. masts at the bottom of the 
garden, thereby eliminating 80% of 
the interference straight away. Any 
other interference is usually cured by 
the operator buying or making a filter. 
Anyway, I don’t see how 11 m. side­
band interference is any different than 
radio amateur 10m. sideband interfer­
ence.

Yours faithfully, 
Stuart Ratcliffe (TFC 437) 

Chairman, TFC Bolton Branch

THAMES
Dear Sir,

I read your statement about chan­
nel 9 with much interest. I, myself, am 
a THAMES Monitor and would like, 
through your magazine, to voice my 
own opinion. I agree that THAMES 
Monitors are not fully trained and that 
there is much THAMES can do in the 
way of training new recruits and also 
vetting them. On the whole, most Mon­
itors aie iv my mind sensible adults 

and just wish to help fellow breakers 
in an emergency. We are not trying to 
outdo the 999 service but just add a 
little assistance to our over-worked 
service.

I can understand that many brea­
kers couldn’t or wouldn’t contact a 9 
Monitor that is their privilege.

I do not think that threatening beha­
viourwill help 9 Monitors carry on with 
monitoring the 9 or persistent wallies, 
so called. In all it is just going to block 
the 9 constantly and, after all, we will 
still be there when you are all fed up of 
jamming the 9.

I can fully understand such organi­
zations such as West Hampstead 
Mafia criticizing us and also thinking 
we are a load of inexperienced idiots’ 
If they do not agree with what 9 Moni­
tors are trying to do then they should 
not bother going on the 9. All it needs 
is giving and taking on both sides. 
Surely all it needs is genuine need to 
help all breakers in need of help, 
whether you are a Monitor or a brea­
ker!

I, myself, have been insulted in 

many ways on the 9 by wallies or brea­
kers. In fact, they have been very abu­
sive because I am a woman. That 
should not come into it. I know person­
ally many 9 women breakers who 
have been reduced to tears from so- 
called good buddies.

There have been many changes in 
the Southwest. We hope for the best. 
Obviously in a large organization 
which is voluntary there are many 
things that need ironing out. We like 
to hear people criticize us and voice 
their opinions but not on the 9. Take 
us to another channel so we can iron 
them out with you.

Also, if there are any breakers 
reading the magazine who wish to ask 
questions or voice their opinions 
about THAMES in all Southwest 
areas, they can contact CSW1 or 
ADO1. We will only be too glad to 
answer any questions on the subject, 
whether for or against the 9.

Yours,
Carole Milbank (ADO1) 

(THAMES Southwest) 
Wimbledon, SW19
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Think of all the people who regularly travel on Bri­
tain’s road system: commuters to and from work, 
truckers carrying the necessary components for 
modern living, sales reps with cars full of samples 
and high hopes for this month’s commission, service 
vehicles, etc., right down to journalists for CB maga­
zines who day-dream about beating Nikki Lauda by 
two laps at Le Mans.

Many of these people rely on clear routes and 
good weather to meet their delivery times and 
appointments. Unfortunately, fate doesn’t always 
look too kindly upon the poor British driver. Road 
works, burst water mains, broken traffic lights and 
accidents combine with rain, ice and fog to make 
some routes judder to a halt.

CB to the rescue
In a lot of cases, this is where CB can step in. 

Many a driver has been grateful for news from a pat­
ient monitoring breaker that, for example, the M62 is 
blocked by an accident and he can divert around it 
by taking the exit three miles before.

Unfortunately, although the wally breaker is the 
least favourable side of CB, it’s him (or her) that gets 
the attention, particularly publicity in the press. Not 
so much attention is given to the many breakers 
who give up their spare time to provide a traffic and 
road service that, in its own way, helps keep Britain’s 
roads moving.

The other problem is that not every-one knows the 
monitor is there. Although someone might provide a 
very useful service in, say, Birmingham, the driver 
shooting up the M5 from Exeter doesn’t know that 

someone is sitting there who can help him find his 
destination when he gets to Birmingham.

Traffic directory
This is where we can help. CB Radio Magazine will 

try to compile a directory of breakers or organiza­
tions who can offer help to motorists while on the 
road and what area they cover. This doesn’t neces­
sarily mean emergency monitors but CB’ers who 
give directions, weather reports, traffic conditions or 
advice on service stations and facilities. Of course, 
many emergency monitors give this sort of help, too 
but the directory is primarily aimed at motorist 
assistance.

We need you to tell us if you or your club, group or 
association offer this sort cf help. But one word of 
warning. Please don’t send in information if you 
can’t regularly be on channel. Motorists and brea­
kers need to rely on someone offering an efficient 
and constant service and it does them less than a 
favour if they are vainly trying to contact someone 
who just isn’t there any more.

We have already heard from and reported on both 
individuals and groups of CB’ers who are well known 
in their area for giving this support to motorists, like 
Speedy Lady and Thermogene in Basingstoke and 
Tango Control in Slough. But even if you think we 
already know about you, please write in with your 
details or fill in the form below if it is easier.

When we have collated all the information rec­
eived, we will publish a supplement to CB Radio 
Magazine that can be used for reference when 
travelling. j

Name of breaker or group

Contact channel_________________________________________________________________

Days covered___________________________________________________________ ;_______

Hours covered_______________________________ ___________________________________

Contact area (approx.)___________________________________________________________

Main routes covered_____________________________________________________________

What information can you usually give?___________________________________________
(e.g., weather, traffic volume, services and facilities, directions, etc.)

Any other comments_____________________________________________________________

[On the movej
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A.LM. update
In the January issue, we informed 

you of the formation of a new moni­
toring service entitled AJ.M. (the Asso­
ciation of Independent Monitors). 
Since their formation, the members of 
A.I.M. have spent a considerable 
amount of time and effort on setting 
up a workable trainine programme, 
which now takes the foi. i of a regular 
monthly meeting devoted to this pur­
pose. Lectures are frequently given by 
members of the police, fire and ambu­

lance services and also from the St. 
John Ambulance service and Red 
Cross Society. The meeting usually 
terminates with a social function.

A.LM. has recently been presented 
with a mobile control unit, fully 
equipped with base stations and 
antennas. A telephone answering 
machine has also recently been don­
ated by A.LM. Unit 007, alias Cubby 
Broccoli, Producer of the James Bond 
films.

A.LM. are very active members of 
NATCOLCIBAR and spend a great 

deal of time visiting breakers’ clubs to 
inform them of benefits of A.LM. and 
NATCOLCIBAR and to keep them up 
to date with legal matters.

Recently, A.LM. was involved in the 
search for two children missing in the 
Epping Forest and recorded the event 
on video for training purposes.

If you feel you would like to serve 
the breaking public, contact A.LM. at: 
102 Beaconsfield Road 
Tottenham
London
N15 4SQ

Swift in speech if not in 
speed!

Keen readers of News Review will 
have read a clipping a few months ago 
on Ernie Warmington and his recent 
London to Brighton Veteran Car Run 
in his 1903 De Dion Bouton. Ernie 
(otherwise known as T-Ern) sent us in 
his account of the journey.

“When completing the entry form for 
the 1982 London to Brighton Veteran 
Car Run, the R.A.C. wanted to know if 
there was anything special about my 
car. It was then I decided, with the 
R.A.C’s approval, to install my CB 
radio, a Fidelity 2000, in my veteran 
car.

“My veteran car is a 1903 De Dion 
Bouton, Q-type, two seater, single cyl­
inder with a lovely registr tion number 
of R12 6HP and does about 1 5m.p.h. 
with a following wind.

“Mounting a K40 on the car step, it 
gave me an SWR of 1.5:1 and whilst 
waiting to leave Hyde Park (I must 
stress at this point that it is not a race 
- all the pre-1905 cars have to be at 
Brighton before 4.00p.m. to qualify for 
an award), I got in a ‘link up’ and fellow 
CB’ers were very surprised .to know 
what vehicle the ‘chicken box’ was 
installed in.

“One copy I did get was with Lord 
Nelson, the driver-mechanic from the 
Beaulieu Motor Museum and I eye­
balled another breaker who’s handle
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was Sprite 1 from the Southall 20 (27/ 
81 Club).

Starting at 8.30a.m, the weather 
was cloudy but dry and as we pro­
gressed to Brighton, I did get other 
copies (quite a number, in fact). After a 
while it began to rain and I ended up 
wet through at Brighton but without 
having to use channel 9.

“Anyway, I’m claiming to be the first 
to use a CB radio in a veteran car on 
the Brighton Run.”

Touch CB
Readers may remember reading 

about Touch CB, a Slough-based 
charity that had been established to 
provide CB equipment specially adapted 
for disabled users. Sets were available 
on the payment of a £25.00 deposit, 
which was returnable when the set 
was no longer required.

After receiving some phone calls 
from breakers who had been unable 
to contact Touch CB about equipment 
and repairs, we attempted to contact 
them ourselves but with no better 
result. At the same time as our investi­
gations, the B.B.C. radio programme 
for the disabled, ‘Does He Take 
Sugar?’ was also doing some investi­
gating of its own.

It was able to get in contact with 
Barry Powell, the founder of Touch 
CB, who had moved from the adver­
tised address. It would seem that the 
organization of the charity left some­
thing to be desired and that some 
applications and repairs had been 
overlooked.

For anyone wishing to contact Mr. 
Powell, his new address is:

Peel Cottage
The Creek
Sunbury-on-Thames
Middlesex
Tel: Sunbunron-Thames 88827
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U.S.A, convoy

We must first of all apologize to the 
U.B.A. for printing their address incor­
rectly in the February issue. The 
address should have read 50 Gaskell 
Street, not 5 as printed.

The walk planned by the U.B.A. from 
Glasgow to London on 30 May has 
now been turned into a convoy. Fur­
ther details will be given in the next 
issue of the magazine; alternatively, 
contact the U.B.A. at

50 Gaskell Street
London
SW4 6PJ
Teh 01-720 74«

sored should write to:

Michael Heytand
Youth Action Promoter 
Cancer Research Campaign 
2 Carlton House Terrace 
London
SW1Y 5AR

934/81

934MHz contact column
Another 934MHz breaker waiting 

for people to talk to is Delta One, of 
Nine Elms, in London. He has already 
spoken to one of the breakers men­
tioned in last month’s column (from 
Clapham Common) and Hillbilly, Unit 
172, in Weybridge (approximately 20 
miles away). Delta One has a Reftec 
set bought from Videotone Ltd. in Lon­
don and since he is high up, he is con-

Cancer Research Campaign
Following the success of their first 

Great Picnic two years ago, the Can­
cer Research Campaign is inviting 
young peop.^ from all over the U.K. to 
‘get sponsored’ to their 1983 Picnic at 
the Royal Showground, Stoneleigh, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire over the 
Spring Bank Holiday, Saturday, Sun­
day, Monday, 28-30 May.

The previous Picnic ,which was the 
Campaign’s most popular fund-raising 
event ever, was held in July, 1981. It 
was honoured by the presence of Her 
Majesty The Queen on the first day 
and attracted a total of 25,000 visi­
tors. Young people may not have a lot 
of money to spare but they certainly 
showed tremendous enthusiasm and 
ingenuity and over 3,000 sponsored 
supporters travelled to the 1981 Pic­
nic.

They cycled, rode on horseback, rol­
ler skated, came in a covered wagon, 
pushed a bed, a gigantic mock ban­
ana, several prams, got ‘delivered’ to 
the picnic in mail bags and canoed or 
sailed up the river. Once again, in 
1983, anything is possible.

This year’s prizes will be awarded to 
the individuals and teams who raise 
the most me iey for cancer research, 
invent the most ingenious method of 
getting sponsored or create the best 
sponsored li*e-size model. Each day 
1,500 free picnics will be available to 
sponsorees.

Both sponsoree and visitors will 
enjoy a wonderful day out with plenty 
of things to do. This year the Picnic is 
being staged with the Model Craft 
Country Show, which is holding its 
annual event there. Fair organs, trac­
tion engines, sub-aqua and archery 
displays, a vintage car rally, a gyrocop­
ter display, African and folk dancing, a 
country and western wagon train are 
just a few of the attractions.

Once again, Dave Lee Travis, of 
B.B.C. Radio 1, will be host on behalf 
of the Campaign and Grand National 
hero Bob Champion, with his horse, 
Aldaniti, will be there on Sunday.

Young people wanting to get spon­

^fSctemToFsum^

You may have already read Wood­
pecker’s suggestion in this month’s 
Breaker Profile but here it is again - 
the more that read it, the better. 
Woodpecker suggests that 934MHz 
rig owners try at 12.00 noon on Sun­
days for 15 minutes on channel 14 to 
give breakers a chance to contact 
other breakers in their area.

CB Radio April 83 31



A repeater 
station for 
934MHz CB

Port 2 A plan for a national service by F. C. Judd

No doubt the first questions to be answered are - 
Who pays for the repeater stations, Who installs 
them and Who is responsible for maintenance and 
running costs, etc.? Let us take the amateur radio 
repeater system as an example and which at pres­
ent in the UK involves about 160 fully operational 
stations, all paid for, installed and maintained, etc., 
BY THE RADIO AMATEURS THEMSELVES. The sta­
tions are licensed by the Home Office via the Radio 
Society of Great Britain.

A repeater station system for 934MHz CB radio 
could be organized on the same basis.

Each amateur radio repeater is used mainly by 
those in the area served by the repeater and a group 
is appointed to deal with initial construction and 
installation and afterwards the maintenance on a 
purely voluntary basis. The initial cost for the equip­
ment is raised from the area users by individual sub­
scriptions and/or fund raising by other means. After 
this the area users make a small annual subscription 
towards maintenance and running costs and any 
rental that may have to be paid for the repeater site. 
The benefit of any repeater is mutual to all radio 
amateurs regardless of which area repeater they 
subscribe to. In other words - You may use our 
repeater if you happen to be in our area and vice 
versa.

Obviously a national repeater station network 
must be carefully planned with regard to unneces­
sary overlapping of areas which would occupy chan­
nels that might well be denied to others in another 
area. Ideally, therefore, an appointed committee or 
controlling body would be needed to vet all applica­
tions for repeater station installations and to allo­
cate appropriate frequency channels for the areas 
concerned. For example, with 20 repeater channels 
available, they would probably have to be shared by 
100 or more repeaters although this is quite practic­
able providing repeaters sharing channels are far 
enough apart so as not to cause interference to 
each other. The 432MHz amateur radio repeater sys­
tem which covers the whole country has a total of 
108 repeaters sharing 16 channels.
Guide to a system

Firstly frequency allocation and as already 
explained, this would require a bandwidth of 
2.950MHz to provide 20 repeater channels and 20 
simplex channels. SIMPLEX means direct station to 
station operation and the term DUPLEX is often 
used to denote repeater operation. The primary 
function of a repeater is to greatly extend the wor-

Channel No. 
in order of 

50kHz spacing
Frequency 

MHz
Repeater No. 

INPUT
Repeater No. 

OUTPUT
Simplex 

Channel No.

1 934.025 R1 —
2 934.075 R2 to to
3 934.125 R3 — —
4 934.175 R4 to to
5 934.225 R5 — —
6 934.275 R6 to to
7 934.325 R7 to to ,
8 934.375 R8 to to
9 934.425 R9 — to .

10 934.475 R10 to —
11 934.525 R11 — to
12 934.575 R12 — to :
13 934.625 R13 — —
14 934.675 R14 to to
15 934.725 R15 to to-
16 934.775 R16 to —
17 934.825 R17 — to
18 934.875 R18 to —
19 934.925 R19 — —
20 934.975 R20 — —
21 935.025 to — S1
22 935.075 to » S2
23 935.125 — — S3
24 935.175 to — S4
25 935.225 to to S5
26 935.275 to — S6
27 935.325 to. — S7
28 935.375 — — S8
29 935.425 — — *S9
30 935.475 — — tS10
31 935.525 to — S11
32 935.575 — — S12
33 935.625 to to S13
34 935.675 to to S14
35 935.725 to — S15
36 935.775 to — S16
37 935.825 — S17
38 935.875 — — S18
39 935.925 — ' - S19
40 935.975 — to S20
41 936.025 to R1 —
42 936.075 to R2 to
43 936.125 to R3 —
44 936.175 — R4 —
45 936.225 — R5 —
46 936.275 — R6 to
47 936.325 — R7 to
48 936.375 — R8 —
49 936.425 — R9 —
50 936.475 — R10 —
51 936.525 — R11 — I
52 936.575 — R12 to
53 936.625 — R13 —
54 936.675 — R14 —
55 936.725 to R15 —
56 936.775 — R16 —
57 936.825 — R17 to
58 936.875 — R18 —
59 936.925 — R19 —
60 936.975 - R20 -

‘Emergency 
tCalling

Total band frequency coverage - 934.025-936.975MHz
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Fig. 1. Suggested plan for a national UHF repeater station system for 
934MHz CD radio. See text for further explanation.
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A repeater 
station for 
934MHz CB

king ranges of mobile stations who have the disad­
vantage of an antenna at low height and conse­
quently lower radiation efficiency. They also have 
the problem of greater attenuation of signals due to 
variations in surrounding terrain. However, this does 
not bar the use of repeater stations by home based 
operators providing they don’t hog the repeater 
channels when mobiles need them.

A suggested frequency allocation to cover the 
number of repeater and simplex channels already 
mentioned is shown in Table 1. Although there is a 
total of 60 separate channels (1 to 60) the repeater 
INPUT and corresponding OUTPUT channels are 
designated RI, R2, etc., whilst the simplex channels 
are denoted by S1, S2, etc., with S9 as an emer­
gency channel and S10 as a general calling chan­
nel. As an example, if you were working through a 
repeater and using the channel number R12, you 
would be transmitting to it on a frequency of 
934.575MHz. When your set is switched to receive, 
it would be automatically tuned to the repeater out­
put (R12) but to the frequency 936.575MHz. The 
repeater is therefore occupying two channels, the 
normal numbers of these in order of frequency 
being 12 and 52 respectively. When operating 
simplex on, say, S2, you would be occupying only 
the one frequency for both transmitting and rec­
eiving, in this case channel number 22 or frequency 
935.075MHz.

Repeater location
Since repeater stations have the greatest use in 

highly populated areas, it follows that most of them, 
as with amateur radio repeaters, would be located 
close to those areas, as for example large cities like 
London or Birmingham and other major towns. Many 
large towns are often fairly central to a county and a 
single repeater station carefully sited could well 
cover the town and a substantial portion of the 
county itself. Since th° primary function of a 
repeater is to cater for mobile transmitters (this was 
explained in Part 1) some thought should be given 
as to the coverage by repeaters along main trunk 
roads. Although a repeater might cover a town and 
part of a county at one end of a trunk route, say Bir­
mingham and local area, another may be needed to 
provide continuity along the intermediate portion of 
the route and at the same time cater for towns along 
or otherwise situated near the route. A study of the 
934MHz repeater location map Fig. 1 will give some 
idea of the planning needed to accomplish as wide a 
coverage as possible, not only for individual towns 
and suburbs but for main trunk roads as well. 
PLEASE TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THAT THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF REPEATERS SHOWN IN FIG. 1 
IS ONLY A SUGGESTED PLAN BUT IS BASED ON 
THE LOCATIONS AND COVERAGE PROVIDED BY 
THE AMATEUR RADIO REPEATER NETWORK AT 
PRESENT IN OPERATION. The repeaters ringed by 
a solid line circle would cover adjacent large towns 
whilst those ringed by a dotted line circle would 
cover sections of trunk roads and other towns along 
them. Mountain areas such as those in Scotland and

Wales could not be covered efficiently by VHF or 
UHF repeaters although there may be a few 
instances where a fairly large town and its outskirts 
might be usefully served if the CB radio population 
were large enough. Note that a very large and 
densely-populated area like Greater London would 
almost certainly need three or four repeaters to 
cover both the inner city area and outer suburbs, 
some of which are located in surrounding counties 
like Essex and Middlesex. A large town like Birming­
ham and its suburbs might also warrant more than 
one repeater for the same reason.

934MHz CB transceivers for both 
simplex and repeater operation

Again like amateur radio, the type of UHF trans­
ceivers required to cater for both simplex and 
repeater operation would be somewhat more expen­
sive than anything at present on the market. Such 
sets are much more complex to begin with because 
of the additional facilities required. The most obvi­
ous requirement would be the necessary switching 
and provision for the additional channels needed for 
both simplex and repeater operation (duplex). 
Power output now rated at 8 watts would be 
adequate but antennas for both mobile and home 
base stations would need to have as much gain as 
the Home Office specification allows. A four- 
element vertical colinear should provide a reason­
able amount of gain if carefully designed and, there­
fore, give increased ERP. Being omni-directional, 
such an antenna would be suitable for mobile, home 
base and repeater station operation.

The only other requirement in the transceiver is a 
tone burst generator for activating the repeater 
through audio system, etc. Naturally, the additional 
channels, switching and tone burst facility would 
bring the cost of a set to about that paid for an ama­
teur radio UHF transceiver with similar facilities and 
which average at around £300 to £400.

No doubt the question will be asked - why not a 
repeater system for 27MHz? Technically this would 
be possible as would dual band repeaters, e.g., 27­
934MHz but as far as 27MHz is concerned there 
would not be sufficient channels available unless 
the frequency band were extended down to at least 
26MHz and with a channel spacing of not more than 
25kHz. The frequency bands above and below the 
present licensed 27MHz band are already occupied 
by other services. This may well be the case where 
934MHz is concerned as allocations for radio tele­
phone systems and other services communications 
have already been made within the spectrum 900­
1000MHz. Nevertheless a repeater system for 
934MHz would be well worth pressing for. Nothing 
ventured, nothing gained.

References
Amateur Radio Operating Manual. R. J. Eckersley. Published by The 
Radio Society of Great Britain.
Radio Amateurs VHF Manual. Published by The American Radio 
Relay League.
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• Safer driving • Easy installation
• Suitable for all modes

PRICE £28.00 (RRP) INC VAT

SPEECH - PROCESSOR 
FM SSB AM

• Boost your‘talk power’ • Increase ‘range’
• Improve ‘speech clarity’

PRICE £34.00 (RRP) INC VAT
DISTRIBUTORS:
SOUTH EAST WEST
South East CB Supplies Esserys CB Supplies
189 South East Road 66 High Street
Sholing Barnstaple, Devon
Southampton Tel: 0271 3331
Tel: Southampton 447907 LONDON

Zulu One - 4
CBC Wholesale 132 Leytonstone Road
20c Selsdon Road Stratford, E15
South Croydon
Tel: 01-680 4503
Mr Peter Mills 
(Distribution Manager)

Tel: 01-555 8045

A dealership available in the Northern Area

STOCKISTS: Hove
D. F. Browne

Bognor Regis Brighton
Aerial System 
Tel- 827824 Teh 417120

Ilford
Bournemouth Channel 4
Skywaves Tel: 4782728
Tel: 302080 Lewes
Burgess Hill Record CB Bar
Guy Austin Tel: 4334
Tel: 3407 London
Christchurch City CB Centre
Motor Mouth CB 112 Pitfield
Tel: 486207 London, N1
Crowborough Tel: 01-739 9991
Archers D.I.Y. Motoring Maidstone
Tel: 2801 South East CB Supplies
Plus 4 49 Union Street
Tel: 4864 Tel: 685140
Eastbourne Norfolk
Southdown Radio Supplies Thetford CB Supplies
Tel: 639351 Tel: 0842 61645
Enfield Norwich
Enfield Communications B. A. Yeomans
Ponders End, Enfield 65 North Walsham Road
Tel: 8057772 Tel: 46294
Farnborough Reading
Farnborough Communications Catswhisker’s CB
Tel: 518009 Tel: 589193
Hailsham Worthing
CB Services G W M
Tel: 846777 Tel: 34897
Hastings S. A. S. Accessories
Inrange Ltd. 
Tel: 715709

Tel: 211737

ZENITH ELECTRONICS
21 Station Road Industrial Estate 
Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 2EW 

Tel: (0435) 32647

AUTO-SQUELCH
★ CUTS OUT FM FIZZ AND SSB SIGNALS 

BETWEEN TRANSMISSIONS
★ WORKS INDEPENDENTLY OF SIGNAL 

STRENGTH OR NOISE LEVELS - SO 
REQUIRES NO ADJUSTMENT

★ CAN BE OVERRIDDEN BY NORMAL SO CON­
TROL IF DESIRED

★ FITS NEATLY INSIDE RIG
Now available for the following rigs: Audio Line 340, 
341, Barracuda HP940, Cobra 21X FM, Colt 295, Cyber­
net Beta 1000, 2000, 3000, DNT M40FM, Fidelity 
CB2000M, Maxcom 4E, 6E, 16E, 20E, 21 E, Midland 
2001, 3001, 4001, Oscar 1, Radiomobile 201, 202, 
Rotel RVC220, RVC230, RVC240, Uniace 100, 200, 
York JCB861, JCB863, Harrier CB. CBX.

Available for other rigs shortly 
ORDER YOURS NOW 

AND STOP LISTENING TO RUBBISH

£1 2.95 inc. p&p 
State model of rig 
when ordering

Bury Electronics 
Home Farm House 
Lower Brailes 
Banbury, Oxon 
0X15 5HZ 
Tel: Brailes 432

BILTONS
In November’s edition of CB Radio Magazine, we 

carried an advertisement from Biltons, of 377 Edg­
ware Road, London, W2. This advertisement fea­
tured a range of CB equipment available through 
mail order.

This advertisement was placed with the adverti­
sing department in the usual manner and complied 
with our acceptance terms. However, it has become 
evident through readers’ enquiries that goods have 
not been supplied and we have been unable to con­
tact them by letter or telephone.

The matter is now in the hands of Paddington 
Green Police Station. A police raid has found empty 
premises and some unopened mail, although some 
cheques have been cashed at a bank local to the 
Bilton address.

Readers who have ordered goods and have sent 
cheques with their order should contact:

Det. Sgt. Hurley
Paddington Green Police Station 
Edgware Road
London, W2
Tel: 01-725 4171

The magazine has forwarded any information we 
had to Det. Sgt. Hurley to help police investigations.

Unfortunately, we can take no responsibility for 
any debts or fraud on behalf of Biltons or the indivi­
duals who placed the advertisement.
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Ultrasonic burglar alaran
In Britain, over 1,000 burglaries are 

committed every day, therefore this 
new product from Heathtex Elec­
tronics, of Leeds, may prove to be an 
invaluable asset.

When the ‘Secur-A-Space’ is turned 
towards the area to be protected and 
armed by turning and withdrawing the 
key, it will send out a sound envelope. 
If this envelope is disturbed, i.e., by 
anyone walking in front of it, it will trig­
ger off an ear-piercing tone. The unit 
can then only be turned of by using 
thé key. The ‘Secur-A-Space’ is mains 
operated and backed up by its own 
interior battery pack in case the plug 
is accidentally removed or mains fail­
ure should occur.

currently marketing the Zetagi range 
of Italian CB accessories. One out-

Zetagi SWR 202
Telecoms Ltd., of Portsmouth, are

Audioline 324
Harry Moss International Ltd. have 

sent us details of a new item that has 
recently been introduced to their 
range of i B products. Entitled the 324 
Harry Moss 40-Channel CB Trans­
ceiver, their new addition does a 
remarkable impression of the Inter­
cepter TC 300. Features are as fol­
lows:
• Multiple LED signal strength indi­

cators and RF output power indicators 
which also serve as an incorrect SWR 
warning device.
• LED digital channel indicator 

(red).
• Rotary controls for volume, 

squelch, RF gain and channel select.
The 324 fully complies with the Bri­

tish specification MPT 1320 and 
bears the CB 27/81 logo. The Harry 
Moss CB range includes five other 
transceivers, two SWR meters and 
various antennas and accessories. 
Harry Moss products are available at 
most CB and car accessory shops.

standing product from this fairly 
extensive range is the SWR 202, 
which can give accurate reading of 
forward and retracted power levels of 
up to 1kW. The unusual design incor­
porates a unique triple-purpose meter. 
Separate needles measure forward 
and reflected power levels, the SWR 
reading being given at the point 
where the two needles intercept.

The SWR 202 is already available at 
most CB shops.
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Super Speak Easy
The Maxcom MX-49SSE Super 

Speak Easy has been released to 
complement the already-popular MX- 
27SE Speak Easy personal communi­
cations unit. The Super Speak Easy is 
a heavy-duty version of its predeces­
sor with several significant modifica­
tions. Firstly, the frequency band has 
been changed from the congested 
27MHz CB band to the less busy 
49MHz (FM) band in order to give the 
system a better range. The unit’s 
power supply has been changed from 

a single PP3 transistor radio battery 
to a set of four penlight (HP7) bat­
teries to allow the use of rechargeable 
Nicad batteries. A charger is supplied 
for this purpose. A vinyl cover is also 
provided to protect the transceiver 
unit from damage.

These modifications allow the Super 
Speak Easy to be used for commercial 
applications, such as on building sites, 
in warehouses and factories, as well 
as giving the unit the greater dura­
bility necessary for use in outdoor 
activities such as climbing. The R.R.P. 
is £39.95.

Skybreaker
Gamma Aerial Products, from Lye, 

West Midlands, are now producing a 
legal home base antenna entitled the 
Skybreaker. The antenna is con­
structed throughout from high-grade 
aluminium seam welded tubing. The 
plastic moulded components are 
made in Gamma’s own moulding 
department. In compliance with MPT 
1320, the Skybreaker’s main radiating 
element is 1.5 metres in length and is 
pre-tuned to the U.K. FM band. The 
integral power saver coil has been 
designed by computer to overcome 
the losses incurred by other coils in 
similar antennas. The G.A.P. Sky­
breaker retails at £23.99 inc. V.A.T.

Other products manufactured by 
Gamma are: the G.A.P. 27MHz 1/2-wave 
antenna, the G.A.P. 27MHz %-wave 
antenna, the,G.A.P. Skyleader %-wave 
antenna and the Gamma Supa Mag 
magnetic base for % stud mobile 
antennas.

This range will shortly be increased 
to include two further legal loft 
antennas and a revolutionary-type 
ground plane kit.
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ProTei microphones
Three attractively-designed base 

station microphones are currently 
being marketed under the ProTei® 
trade mark^

The AM601 is a uni-directional con­
denser microphone with a built-in high 
performance compressor amplifier, 
allowing manual level control and 
tone quality control for use with AM/ 
FM and SSB equipment. A lockable 
PTT switch is provided for ease of 
operation and the microphone lead is 
mounted on a flexible ‘goose-neck’ to 
allow precise positioning for optimum 
voice level.

The AM103 is a smaller version of the 
AM601 without the compressor ampli­
fier. It does, however, have a high- 
quality low-noise amplifier with man­
ual level control and an FM/SSB tone 
switch.

The top-of-the-range AM6000 is simi­
lar in design to the AM601 but with a 
built-in four-band graphic equalizer 
allowing specific control of frequen­
cies at 250Hz, 600Hz, 1200Hz and 
2400Hz by ±12dB. This allows more 
accurate control of tone according to 
the operator’s voice pattern.

All three microphones are made in 
Japan to their usual high standards 
and are available at most CB shops.

Hot Wire
Due to the number of enquiries rec­

eived about an item publicized in the 
January issue of CB Radio Magazine, 
we thought it would be a good idea to 
let you know where to get hold of it! 
Just to recap, the Hot Wire is a fully- 
weatherproofed disguise antenna con­
sisting of a loading coil and two 
lengths of wire, attached to each end 
of the coil. The result is a 65%-effi-

cient assymetric dipole giving a high 
level of ERP. The retail price for the 
Hot Wire is £9.85 and it is available 
from Mobile Sound Centre, 248 Tor­
quay Road, Paignton, Devon. Tel: 
Paignton 521 532.

Astrali console
More famous for their range of 

steering wheels and automotive 
accessories, Astrali Accessories Ltd., 
a Midlands-based company, have 
introduced two overhead consoles 
designed to house most radio/cas- 
sette players The unit, which is con­
structed from vacuum-formed ABS, is 
designed to fit, by means of brackets 
provided, into the roof between driver 
and passenger and with a little persu­
asion and ingenuity could be used to 
house most CB units.

The ribbed design of the console 
incorporates a switched courtesy light 
and will house equipment up to the 
following maximum dimensions: 185mm. 
W X 60mm. H X 1 80mm. D. The fascia 
panel is left blank with the most com­
mon standard and DIN sizes scored 
into the face allowing the user to cut 
out the aperture to suit his equipment.

The De Luxe version of the two con­
soles offers the same facilities as the 
Standard model but incorporates pro­
vision for an auxiliary speaker up to 
6in. in diameter and further switches 
should they be required. Retail prices 
are £1 5.00 (Standard) and £20.00 (De 
Luxe) approximately. Enquiries as to 
where they will be available should be 
directed to:

Astrali Accessories (Midlands) Ltd.
Anglian Road
Redhouse Industrial Estate
Aldridge
West Midlands
WS9 8EP
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OFFICIAL
FREE LISTING PLACED BY CiBTA 

TRADERS, WHY NOT JOIN US . . 
SEND FOR AN APPLICATION FORM TO

CiBT MEMBERS

CIBTA, PO BOX 6, HAYES, MIDDLESEX UB4 OSS

PROMOTING THE INTERESTS 
OF CB TO THE 

CONSUMER AND THE TRADE

Breaker 1.4
52 Markston Lane 
Bedworth, Warks. 

Tel. 319015

Patch way Cars 
Gloucester Road 
Patchway, Bristol 

(0272) 694331

Breakers Paradise 
84 Wellington Street 

Luton, Beds 
(0582) 33625

W»C.B.
37 Station Road 
Rickmansworth 

Rickmansworth 70634

W‘5rCkX.
Numbers* 

62 East Avenue 
Hayes, Middx 
01-573 4848

Seabright Supplies 
Seabrights View 

Galley End, Chelmsford 
Tel. 76748

Tridentstar Ltd 
Unit 30, Century Street 

Sheffield
(0742)442486

Shadow Communications
259 High Street 

Waltham Cross, Herts 
Tel. 26896

GLOBE CB
110 Hoe Street 

London, E17 
01-520 5831

ACORN
Unit 43, Station Road 
Coleshill, Birmingham

Rusty CB Centre 
Davidson Road 

Lichfield 
Lichfield 57411

Catswhisker's
CB Stores

25 Chatham Street 
Reading 

(0734) 589193

CTVR
35 Oxford Street 
Grantham, Lincs.

Ratchet Shack
Unit 6, 8 Bells Arcade 

Newbury, Berks 
(0635) 31451

CB TRADER
243 Caledonian Road 

N1

Northampton Elec 
47 Queen Eleanor Road 

Northampton 
Northampton 67666

Globe Wholesale
168 Brooker Road 

Waltham Abbey

Hobby Communications 
Hobby House, 54 London Road 

Milton Common, Oxon

Skyriders 
557 Hertford Road 

Enfield, Middx 
01-805 6400

AM House, 9a Olds Approach 
Tolpits Lane, Watford, Herts

Black Knights Grotto 
Lewfield Gardens 

Hoddesdon 
Hoddesdon 45161

407 Lordship Lane 
N17

James Group Ltd 
Tudor Works 
Hayes, Middx 
01-561 5778

Gamma Aerial Products
Crabbe Street 

Lye 
Lye 891132

Radio Telephone Centre 
148/149 Manchester Road 

Swindon, Wilts 
(0793) 34136

CAPITAL CITY CB 
34 Buckstone Terrace 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

(031 445) 4711

Scunthorpe CB Centre 
4 Ferry Road 
Scunthorpe 

Scunthorpe 842744

Pama and Co.
Pama House 

433 Wilmslow Road, Withington 
Manchester M20 9AF 

(061 445) 8918

North Horts Wholesale 
8 Melbourn Street, Royston 

Herts SG8 7DZ 
(0763) 42295

MicroComms
372/374 George Street 

Aberdeen AB1 1 EQ

RADIOMOBILE 
Goodwood Works 

North Circolar Road 
London, NW2 
01-452 3333

Wallace Telecommunications
Greencoat House 

Francis Street, London, SW1 
01-828 2673

Llanelli CB Centre 
21 Station Road, Llanelli 

Dyfed, Wales
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TRADERS, WHY NOT JOIN US . .
SEND FOR AN APPLICATION FORM TO 

CiBTA, PO BOX 6, HAYES, MIDDLESEX UB4 OSS

PROMOTING THE INTERESTS 
OF CB TO THE 

CONSUMER AND THE TRADE

BOYDES
The Corner Shop 

Kingston, Morayshire 
(0343) 87403

ENFIELD COMM 
135 High Street 

Ponders End 
01-805 7772

Signal Aerials
255 High Road 

Broxbourne, Herts 
Hoddesdon 64716

Patrick McNulty
24 Belmore Street, Enniskillen 

Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland 
(0365) 22423

Int* Comm Agencies
207 Aylesbury Road, Bierton 

Aylesbury, Bucks 
(0296) 22068

The Nappy Factory CB
74 Lower Street, Hillmorton 

Rugby, Warks

SOUNDWAVES ELEC
New Street 

Ledbury, Herts 
(0531) 4676

CONNECTORS 
11 Western Parade 

Barnet, Herts 
01-449 3476

CQ CB SHOP
1 St. James Road 
Gravesend, Kent 

(0474) 671 71

CB AND MODEL HOBBIES 
Parndon Mill 

Harlow 
(0279) 418817

CB COM TE 
44-46 Grimshaw Park 

Blackburn 
(0254) 56098

P. SQUIRE
19 Bridge Street 
Andover, Hants

CB Radio Distributors Ltd. 
Unit 2 

Government Industrial Estate 
Union Mills, Isle of Man 

851140

QFS and CB Centre 
92d High Street 
Billericay, Essex 

22200

Auto Save Car Radio 
11 Windsor Terrace 

Grangetown, Sunderland 
Tyne & Wear 
(0783) 58392

Electromec Engineering Co. Ltd. 
Claremont House 

Northampton 
(0604)810000

Johnston Communications 
63 Barclay Street 

Stonehaven, Scotland 
(0569) 64618

Silver Streak CB Sales 
83a Roman Bank 
Skegness, Lincs.
(0754) 810914

Elektronika Ltd. 
239a Wellingborough Road 

Northampton 
(0604) 31785

The Motorists Shop 
207 Lenthall Avenue 

Grays, Essex 
33428

CB Corner 
19 Trinity Street, Gainsborough 

Lincs. DN21 1HS 
Gainsborough 611199

Autosound Services
1 Portland Place 

Doncaster DN1 3DW

Billericay CB 
92d High Street 
Billericay, Essex 
Billericay 22200

PROTEI
295 - 297, Ballards Lane, 
LONDONN12 8NP.
Tel: 01 - 445 4441

N & K Blake 
17 Wood Market 
Kelso, Borders 
(0573) 24217
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BIW

M SPOT
You whimpered a bit at ‘Old Yellow’, 

shed a tear or two at ‘Love Story’, 
broke your heart over ‘ET’. Now be 
prepared for some real ‘sob stories’! 
This month’s bunch of melodrama is 
brought to you courtesy of Charlie 
‘Heartbreak’ Hotel. .

First Kleenex tissue special con­
cerns the Yaesu Owners Clubs, both 
the U.K. and Stateside versions. I 
pride myself in thinking that the info, 
bits and pieces and general news I set 
out each month are accurate and true. 
Regrettably, however, this wasn’t so in 
the Christmas ’82 issue. In this issue, I 
told you about the Stateside version 
of the Yaesu Owners Club and stated 
in no uncertain terms that this was the 
original and authoritative Yaesu 
Owners Club. Well, folks, I must now 
ask you to wipe that piece of informa­
tion from your memory banks and pre­
pare for reprogramming. Since the 
publication of that particular article, I 
have unwittingly brought down a tre­
mendous amount of bother and 
trouble upon the heads of two very 
hardworking and conscientious people. 
My sincere apologies to Tony and 
Pamela, the YDX01 and YDX02, of 
Dewsbury, Yorks, and also to all the 
members of Yaesu Owners Club U.K. 
International. As you can gather by 
now, I had got things totally the wrong 
way around. How this came about is 
no longer relevant but suffice to say I 
do feel a PROPER CHARLIE now! It 
gives me genuine pleasure, therefore, 
to set the record straight and also at 
the same time to let you know about a 
superfine group.

With an outfit like Y.O.C.-U.K., it’s dif­
ficult to set down all that’s going on 
without taking up all the space avail­
able to me, so I must, of necessity, 
attempt to condense all available info, 
into a few paragraphs.

Initially formed in August 1981, the 
basis of the club was to act as a Regis­
ter of Yaesu Equipment Owners. A let­
ter outlining the club’s ideas and 
intentions was posted off to Yaesu in 
Japan who, in turn, replied giving Tony 
and Pam not only encouragement for 
their venture but, most importantly, 
official permission to use both meir 
name and emblem as part of the club’s 
set-up. Perhaps the most exciting part 
of Yaesu’s letter was the following 
statement: “Yours will be the first 
such club recognized by Yaesu 
Musen Co. Ltd.”.

yaes

YDX

Irreputable proof that the Yaesu 
Owners Club U.K. is, indeed, the ORI­
GINAL outfit. This gesture, not 
unnaturally, is subject to certain con­
ditions including the submission of a 
once-yearly report, including a full list 
of members and an undertaking to 
safeguard both the proper use of the

QSO of the Month
Sorry, no photo this month but Sta­

tion HC 710 Jason is also a legal FM 
operator (sometimes) and reckons 
that if his mug shot is printed up, he’ll 
suffer at the hands of his local FM’ers, 
there being a bit of an FM’er versus 
SSB’er battle going on down in his 
part of Wiltshire. Jason, by the way, is 
a Happy Cobbler DX/QSL Group 
member and thoroughly recommends 
the group. Jason gave me quite a long 
list of some very tasty QSO’s, though 
perhaps the best one is his hook up 
with Station Riverside 949 - Gene, in 
Ohio, this QSO being notable in that it 
was straight out of the box - 1 2 watts 
PEP.
Station Hotel Charlie 710 - Jason 
working condition
Radio: Cobra 148 GTL DX 
Mic: Lejon TW 232
Linear: Zetagi BV 131 (200 watts) 
Antenna: Sigma 1V

Yaesu emblem and the good name of 
the company.

As a true owners’ club, the status of 
members and the usage of their 
equipment is unimportant excepting, 
of course, to insist on correct, consid­
erate and courteous use at all times.

Station: Ml 217 - Personal Bod 
QTH: Darwen, Australia
29 OCT 82: 1045 GMT 27.440 LSB S4 
- R5
Station: FTN 98 - Personal Esa 
QTH: Ulvila. Finland
30 OCT 82: 0911 GMT 27.345 LSB S3 
- R4
Station Radar - Personal Luis 
QTH: Uruguaiana, Brazil
30 OCT 82: 1125 GMT 26.805 LSB 
SO - R4
Station Riverside 949 - Personal 
Gene
QTH: Ohio, U.S.A.
30 OCT 82: 1 535 GMT 27.445 LSB S9 
- R5+

some nice hooks up there, Jason. 
Particularly of interest are the con­
tacts on 30 October. It’s amazing how 
much the skip can roll about. Within 
the space of a few hours, Finland, 
Brazil and then Stateside into Ohio. 
Nice work.
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All that is meant by that tongue twister 
is simply that membership is open to 
anyone who operates Yaesu equip­
ment, be it for 11-metre operations, 
all-band coverage or short wave lis­
teners; in other words, CB’ers, lic­
ensed amateurs or super-dooper ear- 
wiggers! Such has been the response 
to the Yaesu Owners Club U.K. that, in 
little more than a year and a half, 
membership is now knocking on the 
door of that magical 1,000.

To complete the 11-metre picture, 
several members requested Tony and 
Pamela to make available standard 
DX club items: QSL cards, etc. These 
items are now readily available, I’ll 
draw up a full list further on.

One of the nice things about Y.O.C.- 
U.K. is that Tony and Pamela recog­
nize the fact that it is not enough to 
just call yourself an ‘Owners Club’ and 
sit back on your laurels. To be suc­
cessful, you must offer a full owners’ 
club organization. In this respect, 
Y.O.C.-U.K. are very successful. As an 
example, take the Christmas Newslet­
ter 1982 (Newsletter No. 4). Not only 
is it very interesting and well pres­
ented but presents bang-up-to-date 
info on Yaesu prices and contains sev­
eral technical pages on Yaesu modifi­
cations. In order to keep things going 
smoothly and the club operating as a 
true club, it was decided to split the 
U.K. into 21 geographical areas, each 
one to have its own Regional Co-Ordi­
nator. Volunteers and nominations 
have been forwarded and some 
appointments have been made but all 
the positions are far from being filled. 
It is to be hoped that suitable mem­
bers will come forward in the near fut­
ure and fill these very important roles. 
A natural progression to this ‘regional­
isation’ is that members in certain reg­
ions are getting together on a social 
basis and are certainly making the 
club work as a club.

Time and space have now forced me 
to close down on Y.O.C.-U.K. As men­
tioned earlier, I can only scratch the 
surface with these random jottings 
but it must be obvious to all except 
100% Muppets that the Y.O.C.-U.K. is 
something special. I can honestly say 
that in all my experience of U.K. 11- 
metre organizations on a national 
basis, Y.O.C.-U.K., in my opinion, is the 
most efficient one I have ever come 
across. Perhaps the best way I can 
illustrate this is to state that the only 
way that an organization can hope to 
grow and succeed is via strong and 
determined leadership. So strong is 
the leadership of Pamela, the YDX02, 
that I was lucky to escape with my life 
when the Christmas issue came out. 
As it happens, when she eventually 
caught up with me over the phone, my 
hair began to turn white and drop out! 
(Only joking, Pam).

O.K., all you lost Yaesu operators, 
that’s about all I can do for you. The 
rest is up to yourselves. Listen in for 
those YDX numbers on 26.645 LSB 
and have a chat. I’m sure you’ll be 
warmly welcome into the fold. If you 
want to take things a step further, just 
drop a line (s.a.e. please) to Yaesu 
Owners Club, P.O. Box 9, Dewsbury, 
West Yorks. WF12 8TB and request 
full details from Pam. You won’t regret 
doing so.

From a mild tear jerker to a full­
bodied tragedy!

Remember QSL Club Tucan of Car­
acas, Venezuela from March last 
year? This club is run by Jorgen 
Hansen, who over the years has built 
up Club Tucan to quite a good stan­
dard. Unfortunately, it appears to be in 
big trouble at the moment and there’s 
not a damn thing he can do about it. I’ll 
explain.

As we all know, South America is a 
strange place, the whole of the con­
tinent appears to be one heaving 
mass of dictatorship, revolution, pollu­
tion, exploitation and corruption. Ven­
ezuela is no exception. How this 
affects Jorgen is through the mailing 
system. On 18 January, 1983, I rec­
eived a letter from Jorgen, dated 13 
October, 1982 at his end. In it, Jorgen

Seeing as this could be the last one 
for a while, I thought I’d go for one of 
the biggest of all - Ian Shrader, Sand­
castle 01 of the famous Sandcastle 
QSL Club of Pacific Beach, Washing­
ton State, U.S.A.!

Ian, who is 30 years old and happily 
married (to Laura) has been into CB 
radio since 1976. He started off the 
Sandcastle Club back in November 
1977, mainly because the QSL clubs 
he had joined were putting out lousy 
packages. Ian figured that he could 
put out a far superior package and 
proceeded to do so. Indicative of this 
is the fact that nearly all of the club 
artwork is designed by the maestro 
himself - Dirty Doodler.

Besides DX’ing and QSL’ing, Ian’s 
main interests in life are short wave 
radio and beachcombing. He also 
plays around quite a lot with video 
games.

On sideband, Ian uses the call sign 
of Sierra Charlie 1, usually monitoring 

tells me that the mail service is now so 
bad (I believe it, I believe it) and 
expensive that it is becoming almost 
impossible to use. A lot of letters, both 
standard and registered, just simply 
disappear or are blatently opened and 
anything of value extracted. Up to the 
time of him writing to me, Jorgen was 
missing out on approximately $200.00. 
This is from letters arriving last year 
with new member applications and 
containing the corresponding $1 5.00. 
It is a bit of a disaster for Jorgen but 
he is still carrying on (as long as he 
financially can). Despite his mail being 
violated and the money stolen, Jorgen 
has sent out full club packages to 
everybody whose applications have 
reached him. He has filed several 
complaints with the necessary author­
ities and also the police but nothing 
seems to help and it goes without 
saying, of course, no sign of the mis­
sing dollars. No one appears to want 
to accept the responsibility, so the 
complaints just go on circulating 
round and round until they, too, disap­
pear. The real problem with the appli­
cations, though, is not just the missing 
dollars. As I’ve mentioned, Jorgen has 
honoured all applications that he has 
received but there is no way to check 
up on letters which may have simply

27.605 upper side.
Ian’s work is not something which 

you would associafe with the Pacific 
Beach AD. He works for a lumber com­
pany. With an AD like that, I would 
have thought a fishing company more 
appropriate.

Ian’s radio set-up is pretty inter­
esting. Radio is a Navaho 457 Base 
(very popular Stateside) manufac­
tured by Radio Shack (Tandy). His 
mike is a D104 Astatic, complemented 
by a 100-watt amplifier. For local work, 
Ian uses a %-wave ground plane 
antenna. When he’s out skip shooting, 
Ian switches into his three-element 
beam. Both antennas are mounted, 
rather handily, 50ft. up, in trees. 
Sounds really grand, don’t it?

So, folks, if ever you hear Stateside 
come rolling in and the Sierra Charlie 
One booming through, you’ll know 
what’s going on. Give him a shout and 
try for the contact. Ian’s a great bloke 
and loves to talk skip with us Limeys.
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Well, I bet you were all wondering what has 
happened to this column. I sent in three col­
umns but they didn’t make it to print, so we’ll try 
it again and keep our fingers crossed. Scan­
ning the frequencies in the evening over here 
is very interesting, you never know what you’re 
going to hear. Most of the time we hear Austra­
lia or New Zealand then during the winter we 
also get Japan and the Philippines but there 
are so many South Pacific islands you can hear 
any number of places. I’ve had a few contacts 
into New Caledonia and I’m still waiting for a 
QSL from there but I understand most of the
stations there are very good at QSL’ing. One of 
the most interesting stations I heard was in 
Borneo and he said he would QSL. I tried to 
make contact and he did hear me but there was 
a lot of Stateside station trying for him. I sent 
him my QSL and he responded with a QSL, 
photo, coin and letter. Many of you may know 
him, since he is from England and is working in 
Borneo. His name is John, the NDX 01 and he 
is a member of the Northumbria DX Group of 
England. John gave me a lot of information on 
Borneo and he is going to be a member of the 
Sandcastle Club soon. He says Borneo is popu­
lated around the edges but the rest is mostly 
unexplored jungles and mountains, so John 
doesn’t wander too far. John’s address is listed
so drop him a line. He gets back to England a 
few times a year, so he may reply to you when 
he gets back to England and can save a bit on 
his postage costs. You can also reply to him 
through the club address and save yourself a 
bit on postage. Take care and hope to hear
from you soon. Please enclose an Internat­
ional Reply Coupon when writing. Ian Shrader, 
P.O. Box 167, Pacific Beach, Wash. 98571,
U.S.A.
John (NDX 01)
P.O. Box 347
Labuan, Sabah 
East Malaysia 
Borneo

Greg Veith (S.C. 815)
P.O.Box 50
Golden Square
Victoria 3555 
Australia

Ian MacDonald 
(S.C. 810) 
P.O. Box 7 
Falmouth, Cornwall 
England 
TR11 3SN

Paul Speairs 
(S.C. 806) 
10 Seidel Ave. 
Picnic Front 
N.S.W. 2213 
Australia

Gene Chellberg 
(R.C. 1)
31900 Pudding 
Creek Rd. 
Fort Bragg 
Calif. 95437 
U.S.A.

Bill Penhall (S.C. 596)
P.O. Box 1
Snug
Tasmania 71 54 
Australia

Charley (S.C. 545) 
PO. Box 1174
Athens, Greece

Charlie Jones
(S.C. 593)
Box 253 - RT 20
Bridgewater
N.Y. 13313 
U.S.A.

vanished. So, if you have written to 
Club Tucan in the past or know of any­
one who has and a reply was never 
received, now you know why. The 
answer to this problem is relatively 
simple - if you’re still awaiting a reply 
from Jorgen and you consider it long 
overdue, just drop him a card giving 
dates and all relevant info, and poli­
tely enquire as to whether your origi­
nal letter was ever received. Now for 
Jorgen’s real headache and, boy, does 
he have my sympathy. A while back, a 
letter was sent to all 675 Club Tucan 
members giving details of the Tucan 
Roster. This Roster is a splendid affair, 
80 pages in all, containing all mem­
bers’ names and addresses, AD’s of 

more than 700 clubs and prints of 
more than 700 club stamps. A rather 
unique and, I would have thought, 
highly-desirable book.

Unfortunately, this is not the gen­
eral opinion, as orders for only 26 
books have been received, out of 
which seven were offered as roster 
swaps from other clubs. As Jorgen 
needed (and counted on) a minimum 
of 75 copies sold just to have the prin­
ting expenses covered, he’d now got 
his Caracas in a bit of a twist over the 
whole business. It seems obvious by 
now that no more orders are forth­
coming, so Jorgen is left to ponder on 
the alternatives - go ahead and still 
have the books printed or risk sending 
the money back. Either way is financi­
ally crippling, bearing in mind the 
amount he has already had stolen in 
the mail. Even to send the money back 
to members is going to cost him $70. 
Jorgen naturally does not want to let 
any members down, so he is desper­
ately looking for a way out of his pre­
dicament. The only solution I can think 
of is for more rosters to be ordered; so 
if you fancy one or can think up some 
way to get Jorgen out of his plight, 
drop him a line at QSL Club Tucan, 
P.O. Box 250, Caracas 1010 A, Ven­
ezuela, S. America. If a solution is 
forthcoming, I know Jorgen will be 
eternally grateful. Incidentally, if any 
of you are kind enough to write to 
Jorgen, can I prevail upon you to 
extend your kindness a wee bit more 
and enclose a couple of International 
Reply Coupons (IRC’s)? Thanks.

I received a card the other week 
from Garvin Leitch, ‘Captain Cobweb,’ 
of Renfrew, Scotland. The special sig­
nificance of this being that it is card 
number 120 in the magnificent ’Eart 
Attack series. For sheer art work and 
ideas, the ’Eart Attack series just has 
to be one of the best in the U.K. You 
may wonder, therefore, why I have not 
mentioned this series previously. The 
answer being that ’Eart Attack is, in 
fact, the QSL card series which is des­
igned and printed by Laser Litho Ltd. 
and is advertised each month in CB

Ian Howell 
(Moondog) 
13 Ceri Ave. 
Rhoose, Barry 
S. Glamorgan 
CF6 9HG 
(Ian is trying to check 
up on lost mail)
Ken Thompson 
Radio Liverpool 11 
(Nuts and Bolts) 
91 Peckmill Green 
Netherley, Liverpool 
L27 6PG
Gary Hughes 
(White Knight) 
482 Cowbridge Rd. 
West Ely, Cardiff 
S. Wales
CF5 5BZ
Tony Hailstone 
(Medicine Man 27) 
428 Cowbridge Rd. 
West Ely, Cardiff 
S. Wales 
CF5 5BZ
Garvin Leitch 
(Captain Cobweb)
3 McClue Rd. 
Renfrew, Scotland 
PA4 9BL

Leon Pyke (T.A.Q 95) 
R.S.D. Hillwood 
Tasmania 7252
Garry Paul (BH 406) 
19 Horbling Lane 
Stickney, Lincs.
PE22 8DG
Malcolm Fisher 
(K.I.T. 636) 
Aughnish 
Ramelton, 
Co. Donegal, 
Ireland
(Malcolm likes to swap 
photos with fellow 
QSL’ers)
Bill Coopland 
(CC Rider) 
226 Rock Street 
Pitsmoor, Sheffield 
S. Yorks.
S3 9JF
(Bill is getting back 
into the QSL swing, 
so give him a wee bit 
of time)
Thomas Pobee 
P.O. Box 562 
Agoua Swedni 
Ghana, West Africa 
(Recommended via Bill 
Coopland)

Radio Magazine. Laser Litho Ltd. and 
CB Radio Magazine are, in fact, part of 
the same organization, even to the 
extent of being the same AD for both 
organizations. You can see my predic­
ament now. Much as I wanted to men­
tion Eart Attack cards, there is no way 
that I could unless I wished to be 
accused of ‘favouritism’, ‘crawling’ and 
so on. I’ve had to patiently wait until 
one turned up on my QSL list and then 
quite genuinely extol the virtues of 
’Eart Attack QSL card series. They’re 
good, very good in fact and well worth 
a thought when considering how and 
where to have a card printed up.

OK, as promised, a big finale. This is 
the sob story to end them all (as far as 
I’m concerned, anyway).

I’ve more or less decided that this 
will be the last Charlie Hotel article. 
Now before you all shout “Hurray”, let 
me give you my reasons. I have written 
this article for two years non stop, this 
being my 24th. (No cards, please, just 
send money). It is my opinion that I’ve 
got to stop some time and now’s a 
good a time as any. Although I’m never 
short of news, ideas and general rub­
bish to waffle about, just how far can 
you go on the one specialized sub­
ject? I believe I’ve said all that there is 
to say about QSL’ing, DX’ing and SSB 
operating. In other words, the full 11- 
metre pirate thing. So, rather than go 
on churning out the same sort of thing 
month in, month out and boring you all 
silly, I’m packing it in while the going’s 
still good, so as to speak and that’s it, 
folks. A simple reason and laid on the 
line for you. However, if enough of you 
are still interested and if the recent 
CB Radio Magazine survey proves me 
wrong, I may still be here next month. 
Who knows? In the meantime, my sin­
cere apologies to all clubs, QSL’ers 
and DX’ers who have written to me but 
look like not making the article. I will 
be writing to you all and tying up all 
the loose ends.

Till next I surface (in some other 
guise, perhaps), take care, look after 
yourselves and good DX’ing.

Station Charlie Hotel Unit 25-QRT.
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Parliamentary

Due to Parliament’s winter recess, the last time we 
published a Parliamentary Review was in December 
last year. Since then responsibility for political mat­
ters concerning broadcasting has been taken away 
from Mr. Timothy Raison and given to Mr. David 
Mellor, M.P.

Several MPs have already taken the opportunity 
to bombard the new Minister with CB questions, 
which seem to centre around the subject of illegal 
transmissions rather than improvement to the legal 
system and control of its use.

Illegal AM transmissions
Mr. Austin Mitchell asked the Secretary of State for 

the Home Department how many prosecutions 
there were in 1982 for (a) illegal AM citizen’s band 
transmissions and (b) FM citizen’s band transmis­
sions without licence.

Mr. Mellor: (a) Approximately 2,350; (b) 24 inclu­
ding 13 cases where a licence was held but its 
terms were not complied with.

Mr. Austin Mitchell asked the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department how many licences were 
issued for citizen’s band sets in the first full year of 
issue and what is the rate of renewal for those 
issued in the first month.

Mr. Mellor: About 350,000 licences were issued in 
the first year of the CB service and 36% of those 
issued in the first month have been renewed.

Monitoring?
Mr. Austin Mitchell asked the Secretary of State for 

the Home Department what arrangements he pro­
poses for monitoring citizen’s band transmissions 
for (a) stopping the use of bad language, (b) the 
playing of records and tapes and (c) the rebroad­
casting of radio and television programmes.

Mr. Mellor: The radio interference service of British 
Telecom is at present heavily committed to dealing 
with the many complaints of interference to broad­
cast reception and the emergency services which 
arise from the illicit use of non-approved citizen’s 
band radio apparatus. B.T. has, however, been asked 
to investigate breaches of licensing conditions of 
the authorized CB service when it can do so without 
detriment to the work of dealing with interference, 
which must remain its priority.

Investigation delays
Mr. McNamara asked the Secretary of State for the 

Home Department how many people are employed 
by British Telecom, York, investigating complaints of 
television and radio interference by citizen’s band 
radio.

Mr. Mellor: Four.

Mr. McNamara asked the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department what is the length of time taken 
to investigate complaints by members of the public 
of interference on television and radio caused by 
citizen’s band radio in the York office of British Tele­
com.

Mr. Mellor: It varies with the complexity of the case. 
In most of the area covered by the York office com­
plainants are visited normally within two weeks of 
lodging a complaint, although in Hull, because of the 
large number of cases arising there, it may be up to 
five months before a visit can be made.

Mr. McNamara asked the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department how many complaints have been 
received of citizen’s band radio interference by Bri­
tish Telecom, York, how many have been investi­
gated and with what results.

Mr. Mellor: Since April 1981, over 2,340 com­
plaints of interference to broadcast reception from 
ail sources have been lodged with the York office. Of 
these, 90% are estimated to be due to CB radio. All 
complaints are investigated and 2,260 cases of 
interference have been cleared in the same period.

Mr. McNamara asked the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department how many complaints have been 
made to the York office of British Telecom for the 
city of Hull concerning citizen’s band radio interfer­
ence with television and radio reception, how many 
have been investigated, how long the investigations 
took and with what results.

Mr. Mellor: Since April 1981, some 1,230 com­
plaints of interference to broadcast reception in the 
Hull area have been lodged with British Telecom, 
York. All complaints are investigated and some 
1,070 cases have been cleared in that period. The 
time taken to complete an investigation varies with 
the complexity of the case.

Continued service
Mr. Teddy Taylor asked the Secretary of State for 

the Home Department whether Brtish Telecom has 
indicated whether it will continue to provide a ser­
vice to the Home Department for seeking out illegal 
operators of citizen’s band radio and if he will make 
a statement

Mr. Mellor: British Telecom has raised with my right 
hon. Friend the question of the future of the radio 
interference service in the light of the changes in 
B.T. proposed in the Telecommunications Bill now 
before the House. We are not at present in a posi­
tion to make a statement.

How many prosecutions?
Mr. Teddy Taylor asked the Secretary of State for 

the Home Department how many persons have 
been charged with the offence of operating illegal 
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citizen’s band radio over the most recent 12-month 
period for which figures are available and if he is sat­
isfied with the progress made in detecting such 
breaches of the law.

Mr. Mellor: Some 2,300 prosecutions were under­
taken during the 12 months up to 30 September, 
1982. Powers to help officers investigating the illicit 
use of radio to carry out their duties more effectively 
are being sought in part V of the Telecommunica­
tions Bill now before the House.

Foul language
Mr. Waller asked the Secretary of State for the 

Home Department how many complaints of interfer­
ence attributable to the illegal use of citizen’s band 
radio transmitter were received in West Yorkshire 
for the most recent convenient period available and 
for a comparable period prior to November 1981.

Mr. Mellor: One thousand, four hundred and thir­
teen for the period 1 January to 31 October, 1982 
and 1,064 for the comparable period of 1981.

Mr. Greville Janner asked the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department if he will introduce legislation 
to make the use of foul language by citizen’s band 
radio users a criminal offence.

Mr. Mellor: The citizen’s band radio licence, condi­
tion 8, already prohibits transmissions which are 
grossly offensive or of an indecent or obscene char­
acter. It is an offence under section 1 (1) of the Wire­
less Telegraphy Act 1949 to use a radio transmitter 
in contravention of licence conditions.

Licence fees
Mr. Freud asked the Secretary of State for the 

Home Department what has been the revenue, to 
date, from citizen’s band licence fees.

Mr. Mellor: Revenue from the sale of citizen’s band 
radio licences in the period 2 November, 1981 to 31 
December, 1982 was £4,141,440.

CEPT
Sir Patrick Wall asked the Secretary of State for the 

Home Department what decisions about a common 
European citizen’s band frequency were reached at 
the European conference of posts and telecommu­
nications administration meeting in Stockholm and 
when it will be ratified and implemented.

Mr. Mellor: At the recent meeting of the radio wor­
king group of the European conference of posts and 
telecommunications administration - CEPT - in 
Stockholm, it was agreed that the draft recommend­
ation on citizen’s band radio equipment operating at 
27MHz should be presented to the Telecommunica­
tions Commission of CEPT for consideration at its 
meeting in September. If it is formally adopted as a 
recommendation by CEPT at that meeting, it will be 
for individual members to consider whether and, if 
so, how to implement it. It is our objective to adopt 
the CEPT recommendation in the United Kingdom in 
due course.

Channel 9
Sir Patrick Wall asked the Secretary of State for the 

Home Department what proposals he has for safe­
guarding citizen’s band channel 9.

Mr. Mellor: None. The CB code of practice already 
recommends that channel 9 should be used only for 
emergencies and assistance.

Sir Patrick Wall asked the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if he will consider changing the 
present restrictive regulations regarding citizen’s 
band aerials so as to come into line with European 
practice.

Mr. Mellor: There is no common European stan­
dard for CB antennas and consequently practice 
varies. We are, however, considering whether any 
modification might be made to the current antenna 
description contained in the CB licence.
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Back in April 1982, there was con­
siderable news coverage on tele­
vision and in daily newspapers (as 
well as specialist CB publications) on 
faulty and possibly dangerous CB 
power supplies. This rush of attention 
followed, amongst other things, the 
tragic death of a boy in Wales. Al­
though it was subsequently found that 
the power supply was not directly res­
ponsible for his death, it focused pub­
lic and media interest on a potentially 
lethal piece of equipment.

It’s no great surprise that the bulk of 
these faulty power packs started sur­

facing about six months after legaliza­
tion. Equipment prices were dropping, 
which attracted new customers looking 
for value for money and not neces­
sarily aware of the technical aspects 
of their new hobby. Many of the sus­
pect power supplies were very cheap 
and, anyway, made quite misleading 
claims about the units’ electrical char­
acteristics.

The investigations of local authority 
Trading Standards Offices and test 
houses showed some serious faults. 
These included:

Faulty earth or no earth at all, which 

could lead to the unit becoming live;
Bad location of components, causing 

the casing to become very hot after 
extended use (this could lead to the 
melting of insulation on internal wiring 
and units catching fire);

Bare wires very close to the exter­
nal metal casing of the power supply 
(heavy handling or knocks could 
cause shorting or the unit to become 
live).

The fuse holder cap being easily 
removable by hand whilst the fuse 
could remain live when exposed. 
Some supplies also only had a single 
pole power switch.

An alarming catalogue of faults, any 
of them serious enough to kill you. 
Many units tested also had design 
faults, which, while not injuring a user, 
could cause a rig nearly the same 
damage as its owner.

At least a dozen brand names were 
identified, all of Taiwanese manufac­
ture, although other countries of man­
ufacture have also been guilty. These 
names were circulated by press publi­
city and Trading Standards Offices 
(TSQ’s) and just about everyone using 
or dealing in CB knew of the problems. 
Stocks were withdrawn from shops 
and many breakers had their power 
supplies checked for safety. Hope­
fully, the end to a serious problem.

Not so. A day phoning around CB 
shops and local authority TSO’s rev­
ealed that many of these units and 
similar but previously unnamed ones 
are still being sold and bought, more 
than 12 months after the scare and 
the unfortunate tragedy that sparked 
it off.

At the risk of sounding like Esther 
Rantzen, “How and why?”. How can it 
be possible that potentially-lethal 
pieces of equipment are still changing 
hands. A few more phone calls and the 
reasons became obvious.

The importers of these power sup­
plies have found themselves with 
large stocks of almost unsaleable 
equipment. Since they are in business 
to make money, they reduce the 
wholesale price until they find some­
one to buy them - and at such a price 
they won’t particularly query the 
quality of the goods. The main cus­
tomers have been:,

CB dealers looking for a cheap 
product but who should know better;

Retailers or dealers who are uncon­
nected with CB and are unaware of 
the problems but know a good price 
when they see one; and

Street traders who fall somewhere 
between the other two groups and are 
unlikely to have any comeback from 
dissatisfied customers.

When you consider that power 
packs have been offered to wholesale 
customers by importers at as little as 
£3 each, you can see why they are 
attractive to a trader.

Breakers are also partly to blame. 
They want a cheap product, too, parti­
cularly younger breakers with pocket­
money to spend. If they are new to CB, 
they might well not know of the pos­
sible dangers and if they do, well, no 
one thinks they are the one likely to 
be electrocuted. It’s an unhappy but 
inevitable consequence that power 
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supplies will cost more if built to a 
higher standard but, unfortunately, 
not everyone makes that connection.

Another problem is the law sur­
rounding this type of situation. Under 
the Consumer Safety Act, to stop the 
importation and sale of dangerous 
goods, the Government must put an 
enforcement order on the type of 
goods. Effectively this means that the 
Government can only ban ‘CB power 
supplies’ or ‘Taiwanese CB power 
supplies’ - not ‘Brand X’ or ‘Brand Y’. It 
would obviously cause administrative 
chaos to stop the sale of all power 
supplies, particularly as all the dan­
gerous ones weren’t Taiwanese and 
not all the Taiwanese units are dan­
gerous. Local Trading Standards Offi­
cers don’t have the power to immedi­
ately stop the sale of suspect equip­
ment either - they can only ask the 
retailer to stop selling them and take 
legal action if he refuses.

Trading Standards Offices are fin­
anced and operated by local councils. 
This means that the officer dealing 
with a particular problem has no auth­
ority outside his own area. So while 
Manchester, Barking and Lambeth 
have all been actively involved in pre­
venting the sale of dangerous power 
packs, if shops a quarter of a mile out­
side their area still sell them, there is 
nothing he can do except inform the 
TSO in that area. If these officers 
choose not to follow it up, through 
lack of staff or interest, then the origi­
nal officer can do no more.

The other major problem for TSO’s 

is that even if they were to success­
fully take an importer to court, a likely 
fine is £100-£200, hardly discour­
aging. Even if he is fined £1,500, like a 
Manchester company fairly recently, 
there are still plenty more to step into 
his shoes who won’t be put off by such 
a fine. Goods must also be extensively 
tested before prosecutions can follow 
- and testing is very expensive.

The three regions mentioned have 
all made great efforts to deal with 
power supplies. Lambeth tested a sel­
ection of units and advised traders 
what not to stock. They also invited 
traders and members of the public to 
bring in units they weren’t sure of, so 
they could be checked. Lambeth has 
successfully dealt with their own area 
but admit they have no doubts “that 
there are still lots going around”.

Barking is sure they have “com­
pletely eradicated” faulty units in local 
CB shops - but as they point out, this 
has been made easier by the decline 
in the popularity of CB and the closing 
of CB shops. The officer I spoke to 
said, “Unfortunately, I still see them 
on my travels but there’s not a lot I can 
do with things like street markets. Bar­
king went for publicity rather than pro­
secutions, since there’s no guarantee 
of a conviction.”

Manchester’s attention was drawn 
in the early days of CB by anonymous 
complaints but were unable to do any­
thing about it as illegal CB’ers were 
not prepared to identify themselves or 
where the equipment came from. After 
purchasing and testing a dozen differ­

ent units, all of them failed the Electri­
cal Safety Requirements of the Con­
sumer Protection Act and prosecu­
tions followed. Manchester is particu­
larly attentive to electrical safety 
because of the high concentration of 
importers in the area and although the 
situation has improved it has not been 
resolved since this high concentration 
means stocks are constantly changing 
and modifications have been made to 
previously-unacceptable units. The 
Manchester office has not been able 
to check all of these modifications 
because of lack of facilities and staff.

Mr. Hodge, of the Manchester Con­
sumer Services, did comment that 
some importers have been more scru­
pulous than others and have offered 
equipment for checking. He feels that 
the only real answer to this problem is 
to test a selection from each consign­
ment at docks, which would involve 
test stations at all ports of entry - 
something unlikely to happen in econ­
omically-depressed times.

It would seem then, in the long run, 
a ‘scandal’ isn’t enough. There are 
enough people anxious to make 
money and others anxious enough to 
save it to overcome their scruples or 
doubts. One of the Trading Standards 
Officers I spoke to commented on a 
badly-needed change in the law to 
permit TSO’s to enforce immediate 
confiscation and there are indications 
that the legislation will change. Till 
then, be careful of what you buy - and 
if you are in any doubt, get your power 
supply checked out.

Spring is sprung. 
The grass is ris, 
I wonder where my copy 
of CB Radio Magazine is?

Please send me CB Radio Magazine on a year’s/six 
months’* subscription, starting with issue ______
I enclose a cheque/PO*  for £1 2.50/£6.25*

(Cheque/PO number _______.___ ______ )

Name ___ ___ _  ______ __

Address _ ______ _  _________ _

Don’t walk all the way to 
the newsagent’s (even if 
the sun is shining) just to 
find that the CB Radio 
Magazines are sold out. 
Take out a subscription 
and make sure of your 
copy.

Subscription includes early delivery of each month’s 
magazine by first class postage.

Worldwide surface mail same price as above. Air mail to Europe, 
1 year: £16.75. Air mail to USA, 1 year: £38.00. Air mail to 
Australia, 1 year: £40.00.

*Delete as necessary

Return form to: CB Radio Magazine Ltd., Tudor 
Works, Beaconsfield Road, Hayes, Middx. UB4 0FL
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTS
10 pence per word (no minimum or maximum). Display boxes £13 per 20mm. depth 
(maximum 50 words per 20mm. depth). Payment must be sent in advance with order, along 
with your name and address.

QSL CARDS swapped 1-4-1 (overseas send 2 IRC’s). 
Any amount, 100%. Blackdog, GBQDC1, Mech­
anics Institute, 89 Derwent Street, Blackhill, Con- 
sett, Co. Durham DH8 8LT, England, UK.

934MHz BY Reftec. Always in stock, antennas, etc. 
Prices and details on request. Delivery per Securi- 
cor. Everite, 4/10 Coventry Road, Hinckley, Leics. 
Tel: Hinckley 634453.
NEW BRITISH-MADE FM noise exterminator. Top of 
the range performance - at bottom of the range 
price. Suitable for home base use or under dash 
mounting. Plugs into external speaker jack. £19.95 
post free. FM board for CB/ham use. 455kHz, size 
54 X 44 X 18mm., with instructions £7.50. Receiver 
only version £6.75 p&p 35p. Crystal oscillator. Shift 
board for Midland/Commtron type rigs. Will take 
three crystals. Size 41 X 26 X 12mm., £3.75 4- 35p 
P^p. Crystals £5.00 each and 10 days. S.a.e. 
details. E.B.T. Communications, Chapel Lane. 
Woodlands, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 6LU.

JOIN EGDX Club £3.00. Facilities for redirecting your 
QSL’s to your home address. Secretary, BM EGDX 
Club, London WC1N 3XX

BLUE LASER antennas. High quality, excellent perfor­
mance AM, FM or SSB. 5m. long. Clearance sale - 
silly prices. Normal price £29.80. Sale price £12.80 
plus £1.40 post and packing. Same day despatch. 
Cheque or P O to VTronix, Freepost, Poole, Dorset 
BH15 4BR (no stamp required) or ask for a leaflet. 
Hurry - not many left!

QSL’S AND handlecards. Wide range designs. Per­
sonal printing service. Sample pack 50 of each and 
details send £3.00. Chris, 406 Beaconview Road, 
West Bromwich, West Mids B71 3PH.

CB HANDLE Directory. Have your handle printed free 
in your local CB Handle Directory for easier copies. 
Send sae to AJM Agencies, PO Box 78, Swansea 
SA1 1XL. Clubs welcome.
RUBBER STAMPS. Personalize your QSL. Special des­
igns no problem. Handle and mount £2.20 (state 
size). Discounts for quantity. Two-day service. Ring 
for quote. Stampreo Ltd., 42-44 Princes Road. Hull. 
(0482) 48134.

CB PLL DATA
BOOK-NEW INT’L EDITION

How they work & how to modify them. 
Complete specs on every PLL device 
including all U.K. chips. Easy non­
technical reading!

"SCREWDRIVER 
EXPERT’S" GUIDE

The bible of DIY CB repairs! Each book 
$16 or £10 incl. Air P&P (Cash, Bank 
Draft, VISA/MC). Free catalogue of 
unusual CB specialities with order.

ALWAYS A MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
C.B. CITY INTERNATIONAL

P.O. Box 31500. Phoenix. AZ 85046 U.S.A.

PYRAMID 11m CB loft aerial. Designed for maximum 
performance at minimum cost. Superb AM/FM/ 
SSB, e.g., delighted sidebander copied 7 States in 
one afternoon. Supplied complete with full instruc­
tions for just £5 inc. p&p. Why pay more? Send now 
for prompt dispatch. D. Knox, 20 Pullan Avenue, 
Eccleshill, Bradford BD2 3RT.
PERSONALIZED KEY rings, in black leather with gold 
lettering. Ideal to send with your QSL or for club 
members. Up to eight words £25.00 for 100 key 
rings. Sae for sample ring to Key Rings, 10 Tol- 
carne Road, Newquay, Cornwall TR7 2NQ.

HAYE YOU just joined a DX or QSL club and found all 
you've got was a lump of rubber for your stamp? 
Don’t be upset! We can let you have the base and 
handle to put it on. Just send £2.25 (inc. p&p) to 
Base and Handle, 10 Tolcarne Road, Newquay, 
Cornwall TR7 2NQ.
UNION JACKS for your QSL contacts, 31/4in. x 2in., 
self-adhesive, plastic coated, 100 flags for £3.50 
inclusive. Cheques/PO’s, KM Enterprises, 191 
Joyners Field, Harlow, Essex CM 18 7QD.
PERSONALIZED QSL’s, 1,000 £13.75. Handlecards, 
1,000 £8.70. DX logs (sae samples). M. Hope, 89 
Derwent Street, Consett DH8 8LT.
DO YOU QSL? Our QSL rubber stamps are a must 
for all QSL/DX’ers. Also personalized and club 
stamps. For brochure, sae to M&M Rubber Stamps, 
10 Tolcarne Road, Newquay TR7 2NQ or tel. 
(06373) 3559.
RIG DOCTORS. Buy your ready-built conversion 
boards at trade prices, FM, etc Crystals supplied. 
Details: K.S. Services. 90 Porter Road. Basing­
stoke. Hants. RG22 4JR Tel: Basingstoke 51082. 
RAYMAC DISPLAY for PVC club cards, club stickers, 
printed patch badges, PVC club card wallets, T­
shirts, club eyeball badges printed to order plus 
slogan badges and stickers. Raymac Display, Nat­
ional Works, Bath Road, Hounslow. 01-570 9116.
SPIRITS CB World for the cheapest prices on the 
south coast. Ring or write for free pricejist. 2 Mar 
ket Way, Portsmouth. Tel: Portsmouth 7^2234.
AFTER GREAT demand, Anglo American Sitiebanders 
have now made their DX Manual available to all 
CB’ers. Copies for £1.50 inc. p&p from Anglo Ameri­
can, Coronation House, Tolcarne Road, Newquay, 
Cornwall.

MOONSHINE CB. TRIED US?
GPA 271/2 £14.00. Silver Rod £19.75

AR 58 £23.75
Hamaster Leson 4500 £32.25 

25W burners £16.00 
RG8 33p/m. RG58 14p/m 

Rama PC5 £18.50. Rama PC3 £14.00 
Full range: antennas, Bremis, speakers, 
p/packs, masts, mikes, meters, connec­

tors, etc.
Ring 01-348 1246 after 7.00pm Mon.-Sat.

I------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ q

ARTWORK INFORMATION
IMPORTANT FILL IN ONLY THE DETAILS YOU WISH TO APPEAR ON YOUR CARD

HANDLE _____ . CHANNEL ...
PERSONAL FREQUENCY
UNIT No.     SALUTATION
CLUB NAME -UNION JACK (OR OTHER)

ORDER FORM
NAME
ADDRESS

ADDRESS

SUGGESTED DIAGRAM

DO YOU REQUIRE TO SEE A PROOF OF YOUR DESIGN BEFORE IT IS PRINTED ATTHE
EXTRA COST OF £10?_____________________________
Unles^a proof is required we reserve the right to design and despatch yourorderwithout notice and can accept 
no responsibility for your copy errors and/or your dislike of design and/or layout nor any other error howsoever 
caused.

PHONE No.
I enclose a cheque or PO payable to Laser Litho
Ltd. for £ _ _ ______
as payment for______ :_______________________ , I

Send sae for single and multi-colour price list I 
and samples.

Send your order and payment to:
LASER LITHO LTD. [
TUDOR WORKS I
BEACONSFIELD ROAD ।
HAYES, MIDDX. 1
UB4 OFL J

Please allow 28-50 days' delivery from receipt of order. .

THIS ARTWORK AND ORDER WILL NOT BE PROCESSED UNLESS THIS SLIP IS ACCOMPANIED BY FULL PAYMENT
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CQ - DX - QSL
Full process colour QSL 

or eyeball cards
The easier you make it for us,

the cheaper we make it for you

GLOSSY HIGH QUALITY FULL COLOUR QSL CARDS/

500 for only £56.50 me.
1,000 for only £68.50 X
Full colour 572 x 314 (post card size) 
with standard QSL post card back

GLOSSY HIGH QUALITY
FULL COLOUR EYEBALL CARDS

500 for only £44.50 
1,000 for only £56.50 
Full colour 272 x 3% (credit card size)

WHAT YOU GET
This price includes us designing your card to suit your 
name, handle, club or even business, printing in full 

colour, VAT, postage and packing within the UK
• Anything else will cost you more •

EXTRAS
Approval of design before printing £10
Change of colours on design £3
Colour photograph instead of drawing £8

(From negative supplied by you)
ALTERNATIVE ARTWORK

If you already have a QSL card that you like then send us one 
clean and unused and one indicating the colour and changes 

(no extra charge).

W°KTH
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Unit Earlsfield Lane, Grantham 

Tel: (0476) 76928

405-407 Lordship Lane, London, N17 
Tel: 04-808 5656
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