








one thing and then 2nother, especially
radio or TV arucles, strt our some-
thing like this: "One of the most seri-
ous problems encountered in the—"
and so forrh Evervthing's the “most
scrious.” scems like. Well, chae mighe
just be so. in wharever line they're talk-
ing ahout. Tell vou what [ think the
‘Most Scrious Problem™ is, in this
danged business we're in, Us! Me, and
vou, and all of the rest of the fellers
engaged in this bewilderin® bue saus-
fvin’ business of fixin® radios, TV sets,
and all ot the dad-burned gadgers
they've rung in on us in che Jast few
)'C:I.r‘i.

Y might notice the ritle of this here
etiusion. I've talked abour it before, and
1's one of my favorite subjects: every-
hody seems 1o have a sure cure fora
cold, especially it yon're got it. instead
of him. and I reckon I'm kinda like
that. I got my own cure for this here
diseasc, and I've tried it out. and it
works. fer me, anvhow, and it looks
like it oughe work for others, if they'll
apply it

Heat and Pressure 1s whar we get
every day, in our regular work. These

fellers 1o the lah. thev wke 3 hunk of

coal, and. with coough hear and pres-
sure, they can gee a diamond out of it
we can take the hear and pressure we're
under, in our shops. and ger a nervous
breakdown. if we tey hard enough! 1
might be speakin’ in a jocular vein, bue
I'm talking about a righr serious sub-
ject, and nobody knows it betrer'n {
do. Fve had trouhle with it fer vears.
and s0 have you, I reckon.

Customers git to rushin’ vou, vou git
two or three intermittents on the beach
at the same time, vou git 1o worryin’
about the lirst of the month bills, vou
git stuck on 2 TV set yvou can't fix. the
work piles up on you. and there vou
arc. That's the best formula I kin think
of for a good case of nervous indiges.
tion. ain't ir, now?

Well, like the feller with his cold-
cure, I'm night here ready with the
solunion. Might be cthar it won't work
fer you like it did fer me, bur it's
worth trvin’. I chink. Simple, too. Juse
relax. Trouhle seares when vou get o
trvin’ to do 100 many things at the same
imer rvin® to cover roo much teer-
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and two-man shops, like we got around
here, and cver’ where else, 1 reckon.
Work pies piled up on vou, and then
Away vou go. into 2 great big stew, and
vou wind up with nothin” done!

Th' cure, as 1 sec at, lies righe be-
tween them two Happin® things on the
sides of vour head. You! Your mental
attitude toward che work. If vou let st
ride vou, ‘stead of yen ridin” 7, ic’ll git
vou down. in no time, You know that
vou can do your best work. as fur as
the technical end goes, when vou're ‘at
ease’; all relaxed and happy. so to speak.
Frinstance. vyou got a tough TV sec
bad sync. or somethin’. If you come in
brighe an’ early, after a good breakfast,
frelin’ right on top of th” world. chances
are you can set down and fx it in no
time. It's happened o me, and to vou,
too. no doubr. Main thing here is thae
vour brain is all fresh. and unclurtered
with other worries: they'ee there, all
right. but vou jist ain’t had time 1o git
around ro worryin’ abourt ‘em. vet!

So. thercfore, my motto is, “Take It
Easyt" Make a deliberate efiort o keep
vourself on an even keel, menrally. and
vou'll be surprised with th’ improve-
ment vou'll sec in your work., and ev-
cr_\'thing vlse. My Grampaw used to
say, " Worryin' fixes no feaces,” and
he's right, so don’t worry! T ain’c doin’
very well eryin’ to find the nghr words,
but what I want vou 1o do is take a
fitlle more light-hearted acricude -
ward life and stufl Don't take your
work. or yourself, too scriously! Take
time off to have a lirtle fun, now and
then, Y'know. the cnffcc—brcﬂk has
kinda goe to he standard practice all
over the country, now, in big ofhces,
little stores, and evervplace else. We
used to do that, vears ago. down here
in the Hills, and things went a lot
smoother. The industrial planners
found out thze it was kinda hard on
tfolks when they kepr ‘em ar work right
straight on through, with no stops at
all, except for those that Nature de-
manded. Fouad out they could acrually
git more work done in a day when chey
ler 'em ofl for a lirtle browsin' around
once in a while. because they worked
bewter while they wurs workin®!

Same thing goes fer vou, too. If you
git stuck on a set. gic up and walk away
from it! You can sct there and seaee ar

it until it jise looks like a big cake-pan
full of red, whiee and blue firecrackers,
and it won't make sense to vou at all.
When vou'te in good 'shEIPC vou cin
look at the underside of any set, and
£r's jist as clear as if it was the schematic:
every circuit in it jist sticks out like a
sore thumh, 2n0d vou can find trouble
in no tme, If you git in a ‘mental blur.’
git out of there! Go around the comer
and ginta cuppa cawtec: shoot 1 few
games on the pinball machine: gita
couple of teller Asherman and tell 'em
some big whoppin’ lies: if you git stuck
bad enough. take off for a couple of
hours and go fishin’, go our and shoot
a few holes of golf. bow] a few frames:
1t don't make too much differenc. what
vou do, jist as long as it’s somethin’
different from what you bheen doin™
Blow the cobwebs our of vour brain,
and it'll work better! It you can't do
anything else, jist go set down and read
a detective story for a while!

It ain’c gonna bt too easy fer you. ]
know that: Seems like most of the Buys
tn chis business are prerty conscientious
sort of fellers, who kinda feel like they
have an obligation to their public, to
gct the work our on time, no marter
how long it takes 'em or how much
there is of ir. 1f they've got a whole
shop full of sets, they want o get 'em
afl out that same day, or buse! Well,
lemme wll you this: vou can actually
get them sets out of there quicker, if
vou'll mke the time off to keep yowrself
in good shape, instead of runnin’ vour-
self down to 2 nub. like you'll do if
you don't warch out.

Had a case right around here: voung
feller opened up a shop for himself.
Right out of the Army. and a pood
workman he was, too. Hustler, too.
First thing you know. he was workin'
night and day. tryin’ to keep up with
all the business he'd husted up. What's
that? Oh. ves, he's all righe. He'll be
out of the hospital in a weck or two,
and doin’ fine. although he'll have w
make our on milk toase and soft-boiled
eggs for 2 while. Moml: don't let it git
vou down: take it casy and you'lf lase
longer.

Let ofl pressure, and chings will work
out z lot betrer, 1t'1] take 2 bir of doin’,
ind your conscicnce might think it
oughta hurt you for 2 while, hut vou
talk it out of it! Make it let you goof
ofl now and then. on account of ir's
really good for you! Don’t wind up
like the guy in the joke: He was all
bent over. his hair was snow whire,
and his voice was cracked: he was tellin’
about how he spent every nighe, our
on th’ town, had a date with a differ-
cnt gal every night, and so on. Feller
savs, "You're quite a guy, Old Timer,
to go like chat ae your age! How old
are you, anyhow?”

Old feller says, "Hee. hee. You
wouldn’t think ic, buc I'm only 39!
See what | mean? Yall come.















