


ICOM IC730

ICOMSs GoAnywhere HF Rig for Everyone’s Pocketbook
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Only 3.7 in (H) x 9.5 in (W) x 10.8 in (D) will fit into most
mabile operations (compact car, airplane, boat, or suitcase)

Affordable.
Priced right to meet your budget as your main HF rig or as a
second rig for mobile/portable operation.

Convement

* Unique tuning speed selection for quick and precise QSY,
choice of 1 KHz, 100 Hz or 10 Hz tuning.
Electronic dial lock, deactivates tuning knob for lock on,

stay on frequency operation.

One memory per band, for storage of your favorite
frequency on each band.

Dual VFO system built in standard at no extra cost.

* 200W PEP mput—powerful punch on SSB/CW (40 W o
on AM)

Receiver preamp built-in ® VOX built-in

Noise blanker (selectable time constant) standard

Large RIT knob for easy mobile operation

Amateur band coverage 10-80M including the new
WARC bands

Speech processor—built-in, standard (no extra cost)

[F shift slide tuning standard (pass band tuning optional)
Fully solid state for lower current drain

Automatic protection circuit for finals under high

SWR conditions

Digital readout ® Receives WWYV e Selectable AGC
Up/down tuning from optional microphone

Handheld microphone standard (no extra cost)

Optional mobile mount available

[€3[1cOoM|

2112 116th Avenue N.E., Bellevue, WA 98004
3331 Towerwood Dr., Suite 307, Dallas TX 75234

All stated spedfications o approximate and subject 1o change without notice or obligation. All ICOM mdios signfficantly exceed FCC regulations imiting spusous emission,



The Memory Keyer
that started a
revolution

commands,
as well as text,
for automatic execution

The Heathkit uMatic Memory Keyer’s sneak
preview caused a sensation at Dayton in 1981,
and the excitement is still running high. Ask
about it on the air. Those who own one will tell
you it revolutionized their operating practices,
eased their hand fatigue, multiplied QSOs —
and increased the number of incoming QSLs.
In contest, you can prove it's the best every time.

Inside, a custom microprocessor stores up to
240 characters of text or commands. Variable-
length buffers eliminate wasted memory space.
Command strings let you sequence speed,
weight and repetition alterations or text in any
order you desire. Choose the speed (1-99), any
of 11 weight settings, plus spacing and message
repeat count, then sit back and collect contacts...

Capacitive-touch iambic paddies unplug and
store inside the keyer when not in use. Left
handed? A two-key function will reverse the
paddies! Or a socket will connect to your favorite
keyer. To boost copy, a 4-level random ‘practice’

mode permits 6400 differen
and repeatable, 3000-character training ses-
sions at any speed you like.

Other features include a built-in sidetone oscil-
lator and speaker with volume/tone controls,
phone jack and earphone, message editing,
entry error alarm, self-diagnostics, battery back-
up and a unique auto-shutoff should you forget.
Complete details on the revolutionary pMatic
Memory Keyer are in the new Heathkit Catalog
and at your nearby Heathkit Electronic Center.*
Send for a free catalog! Write:

Heath Company, Dept. 122-904
| BentonH r, Ml 49022
In Canada, contact Heath  Company.
1480 Dundas Strest E., i ga, ONT LAX2R7.
Vlsit your Heathkit Store
a Where Heathkit
it products are
ik displayed, sold
- . and serviced.
.V \( See your telephone

white pages for locations.
*Units of Vunlachnology

Heathkit —
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offer performance and versatility
for those who demand the ultimate!

* CONTINUOUS FREQUENCY COVERAGE 1.5 to 30 MHz full
receive coverage. The optional AUX7 provides O to 1.5 MHz
receive plus transmit coverage of 1.8 to 30 MHz. for future
Amateur bands, MARS. Embassy. Government or Commercial
frequencies (proper authorization required)

* Full Passband Tuning (PBT) enhances use of high rejection
B-pole crystal filters

New! Both 2.3 kHz ssb and 500 Hz cw crystal filters, and 9
kHz a-m selectivity are standard. plus provisions for two
additional filters. These B-pole crystal filters in conjunction
with careful mechanical / electrical design result in realizable
ultimate rejection in excess of 100 dB

New! The very effective NB7 Noise Blanker is now standard.
New! Built in lightning protection avoids damage to solid-state
components from lightning induced transients

New! Mic audio available on rear panel to facilitate phone patch

connection

* State-of-the-art design combining solid-state PA,
up-conversion. high-level double balanced 1st mixer and
frequency synthesis provided a no tune-up, broadband, higt
lynamic range transceiver

* CONTINUOUS NO COMPROMISE 0 to 30 MHz
frequency coverage.

* Full passband tuning (PBT).

New! NB7A Noise Blanker supplied as standard.

* State-of-the-Art features of the TR7A, plus added
flexibility with a low noise 10 dB rf amplifier

New! Standard ultimate selectivity choices include the
supplied 2.3 KHz ssb and 500 Hz cw crystal filters, and
9 kHz a-m selectivity. Capability for three accessory
crystal filters plus the two supplied. including 300 Hz.
1.8 kHz. 4 kHz, and 6 kHz. The 4 kHz filter, when used
with the R7A’s Synchro-Phase a-m detector, provides
a-m reception with greater frequency response within a
narrower bandwidth than conventional a-m detection,
and sideband selection to mimimize interference potential
* Front panel pushbutton control of rf preamp, a-m/ssb
detector, speaker ON /OFF switch, i-f notch filter
reterence-derived calibrator signal, three agc release
times (plus AGC OFF), integral 150 MHz frequency
counter /digital readout for external use, and Recelver
Incremental Tuning (RIT)

The “Twins” System

* FREQUENCY FLEXIBILITY. The TR7A/R7A combination
offers the operator, particularly the DX'er or Contester, fre-
quency control agility not available in any other system. The
“Twins" offer the only system capable of no-compromise
DSR (Dual Simultaneous Receive). Most transceivers allow
some external receiver control, but the “Twins" provide
instant transfer of transmit frequency control to the R7A
VFO. The operator can listen to either or both receiver's
audio, and instantly determine his transmitting frequency by

Specifications,

avallability and price

See your Drake dealer or write
for additional information.

R. L. DRAKE COMPANY . 540 Richard Street, Miamisburg, Ohio 45342 » Phone (513) 866-2421 » Telex 288-017

appropriate use of the TR7A’'s RCT control (Receiver
Controlled Transmit). DSR is implemented by mixing the two
audio signals in the R7A

* ALTERNATE ANTENNA CAPABILITY. The R7A’s Antenna
Power Splitter enhances the DSR feature by allowing the use
of an additional antenna (ALTERNATE) besides the MAIN
antenna connected to the TR7A (the transmitting antenna).
All possible splits between the two antennas and the two
system receivers are possible.

subject to change without notice or obligation

COMING SOON: New RV75 Synthesized VFO
Compatible with TR5 and 7-Line Xcvrs/Rcvrs

* Frequency Synthesized for crystal-controlled
stability = VRTO (Variable Rate Tuning Oscillator®)
adjusts tuning rate as function of tuning speed.
* Resolution to 10 Hz * Three programmable fixed
frequencies for MARS, etc. = Split or Transcelve
operation with main transcelver PTO or RV7S

* Patent pending
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v Observation

Opinion

Monday morning, 0500. It's early and cold. Why am | following this man?

“All right you bums. Get your lazy selves out of bed and let’s get rolling!”* he yelled. Now | know
why. I'm in the Army again.

So began my two weeks' Reserve duty with the 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) at Fort Devens,
Massachusetts. | thought you might be interested in what communications are like in the Army these
days. With all the billions of dollars that are being spent on defense you’'d expect that state-of-the-art
would be the byword. T’aint so!

As a captain, | was assigned to be the Assistant Battalion Communications Electronics officer. It
was my job to assist the CE officer and sergeant in training their unit to do their job.

At the battalion level, communications are conducted by two basic means: 30-75 MHz fm radio
and wire. Since we were detached from our brigade we also had RTTY, or RATT in military jargon. It
was our mission to provide all communications that are necessary to accomplish the battalion’s
assigned task.

Fm radio is probably the most widely used mode of intra-battalion communications. It's easy to in-
stall and operate, and it gives you a tremendous amount of flexibility. But because it is radio, it is
easy to locate and interfere with. You can encode signals to keep unauthorized reception to a mini-
mum, but you still are using a transmitter. With radio-location a fairly sophisticated art, fm radio is
vulnerable to being compromised (translation: destroyed, you and your radio).

The equipment is of fairly modern design. The basic vehicular radio is the RT-524. The RT-524 is an
air-cooled, wideband fm transceiver that covers 30-756 MHz. The RT-524 is a fairly bulky radio, about
the size of a small suitcase. It’s of hybrid design using tubes and transistors. It's also built to take a
fair amount of abuse and keep on cooking. You can switch the output to either low power (about 2
watts) or high power (25 watts). It uses either a PL or noise squelch circuit. Signals can be en-
crypted, but that is more the exception than the rule here in the U.S. Operating these radios is just
like being on 2 meters. Range is basically line-of-sight, usually 5-15 miles depending on terrain and
other variables.

Would you want to buy one? If you got one at a super cheap price, sure. Otherwise, the more
compact equipment available on the Amateur market today is much more cost-effective and useful
for Amateur work. | don't know the exact purchase price of the radio, but it is well over $10,000.

Telephone communications hasn’t changed much over the last forty years. Wire is still hard to in-
stall and a pain to maintain. Usually it is used when you are going to stay in one place for a while. It's
just too hard to lay wire, install phones, and connect a switchboard while you’re on the move. It can
be done, but it's very taxing to put it in one minute and then rip it out soon after.

The real problem with wire comes after it's been installed. Jeeps and trucks seem to have ‘‘wire
magnets’’ that draw them to locations where wire is. Invariably, when wire is in place someone will
run a vehicle through it and tear it up. This necessitates walking the line searching for the break and
then repairing it. That's not bad on a sunny summer afternoon, but it's a real stinker when you have
to tramp through the pucker brush on a rainy, pitch black night.

The basic military telephone, the TA312, has been around for years. It's nothing fancy but it’s built
like a brick. It runs off two D-celi batteries. To ring, you hand crank a 105-volt pulse down the line. At
the terminating point we have an SB-22 switchboard. This equipment is reminiscent of the old pic-
tures of Ma Bell's operators sitting behind racks of jacks using plugs to connect the various circuits
together. It's the same way in the Army today. When things get hot and heavy, you will find the
operator with arms flying all over the place to keep everyone hooked up. It is a sobering experience
for anyone who thinks he can handle a pressure situation. Ma Bell’s operators of years gone by

deserve a round of applause for having been able to handle it day in and day out.
{Continued on page 47.)
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Introducing incredible tuning accuracy at an incredibly

affordable price: The Command Series RF-3100
31-band AM/FM/SW receiver” No
other shortwave receiver brings in
. PLL quartz synthesized tuning and
all-band digital readout for as low a
price.* The tuner tracks and “locks” =
onto your signal, and the 5-digit dis-
play shows exactly what frequency
you're on. 1
There are other ways the RF-3100 |~ *
commands the airways: It can travel |
the full length of the shortwave band
(that's 1.6 to 30 MHz). It eliminates interference when
stations overlap by narrowing the broadcast band.
It improves reception in strong signal areas with RF
Gain Control. And the RF-3100 catches Morse

communications accurately with BFO Pitch Control.

Wam to bring in your favorite programs without lifting
a finger? Then consider the Panasonic
RF-6300 8-band AM/FM/SW receiver
(1.6 to 30 MHz) has microcomputerized
preset pushbutton tuning, for program-
ming 12 different broadcasts, or the
. same broadcast 12 days in a row. Auto-
matically. It even has a quartz alarm
clock that turns the radio on and off to
1 play your favorite broadcasts.

The Command Series RF-3100 and
RF-6300. Two more ways to roam the

giobe at the speed of sound. Only from Panasonic.

*Shortwave reception will vary with antenna, weather condilions, operators

geographic location and other factors. An oulside antenna may be required for
maximum shortwave reception,

“Based on a comparison of suggested retail prices.

This Panasonic Command Series’
shortwave receiver brings the state of the art
closertothestateofyourpocketbook

: . . O L
“lii
® @ f&“ .
n_ e Rl A g\ \\ s W \ 3
‘e
ONES “.W Iﬁll'-m ';I!'m BFO FTCH 32

With PLLGuartz SVntI'leslzedTumng and Digital Frequency Readout.

Panasonic.

just slightly ahead of our time.



transceiver tuning

Dear HR:

Before the advent of today’s trans-
ceivers, Amateurs used superhet
receivers with a separate beat-
frequency oscillator {BFO) whose fre-
quency could be varied above and
below the intermediate frequency. In
this way, an audio beat note could be
obtained by either tuning the BFO
above or below the i-f. The pitch of
the beat note could be varied to suit
one’s taste. Later designs included
crystal or other filters to eliminate one
of the potential beat notes on one
side caused by a near-frequency in-
terfering signal. Receivers using this
system were known as ‘‘single-
signal’’ superhets.

Present-day transceivers use the
single-signal filtering system to a
degree of refinement wherein only
one beat-frequency sideband will be
used in the receiver. For CW, beat
notes are provided at a single, not-
readily adjustable frequency: 800 Hz,
for example, in my Kenwood TS-
180S. (I would like a panel control to
adjust this frequency in accordance
with my day-to-day or even hour-to-
hour taste. Most, if not all transceiv-
ers, do not supply such a capability.)

Back to the modern transceiver —
in this case the Kenwood TS-180S.
The instructions state: ““Tune the
receiver to the desired incoming
signal to obtain an 800-Hz beat note.
The transmit frequency is now auto-
matically zeroed to the received
signal.’”” This confused me (and
others} at first, since upon pressing
the key, the digital readout increased
by 800 Hz. But on thinking about it, |
realized this is normal and correct.
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Fig. 1 helps to explain the opera-
tion. The receiver is tuned to an in-
coming signal to obtain maximum
response at 800 Hz (or other frequen-
cy, depending on the beat frequency
selected by your transceiver). The re-
ceiver will be actually tuned (as indi-
cated by the dial and digitai readout)
to a frequency 800 Hz lower than that
of the incoming signal. There is no
loss of received signal strength, since
the signal is still within the i-f pass-
band.

RECEIVER i-F PASSBAND

800 Hz

Low FREQUENCY HIGH
t t

RECEIVER TUNED
FREQUENCY (DIAL
SETTING)

FREQUENCY OF
RECEIVED SIGNAL
(ALSO FREQUENCY
OF TRANSMITTED
SIGNAL)

fig. 1. Relationship of dial setting and
received (or transmitted) frequency in
modern transceivers.

Keying the transceiver provides
800-Hz offset in the direction of high-
er frequency, thus transmitting a
signal that is at the same frequency
as the received signal. This makes it
easy for the other operator to receive
your signal. He can, of course, vary
his receive beat frequency (as you
can) by using the Receiver Incremen-
tal Tuning (RIT) control, which does
not affect transmit frequency. This
helps in avoiding chasing each other
around an initial frequency. If at least
one of the two operators uses his RIT,
then, once settled, there will be no
further need to adjust frequency by
either one.

I'm not sure whether there is in-
dustry agreement on which sideband
to select for use in the CW mode, but
it wouldn’t make any difference. A
technique for using the sideband
other than that used in the TS-180S

would be to tune the receiver to a
higher frequency (by 800 Hz or so)
than the received frequency.

Finally, if | had my druthers, this is
what | would like:

1. CW pitch variable with a front
panel control. It should not vary
either receive or transmit frequency.

2. The receive and transmit frequency

should be at the same place on the

dial, as indicated by the analog and
digital readouts.

G.W. Legel, N6TO

Fullerton, California

CW nets

Dear HR:

Because of my interest in public
service and CW operation, | have
compiled a list of groups that operate
on Novice/Technician high frequen-
cies (80 through 10 meters) at slower
speeds and welcome newcomers.
This list is referenced to time (UTC)
and contains information involving
day(s) of session(s), frequency (kHz),
net name and abbreviation, net man-
ager, area of coverage, and purpose
of operation.

The list is available from me for an
SASE.

Mike Adams, NAEVS
Route 4, Box 764
Panama City, Florida 32405

cancer warning

Dear HR:

In your January, 1982, issue, on
page 82, there is an article by Robert
Wheaton, W5XW, on metal cleaning.
He lists the active ingredient as
thiourea.

Well, thiourea is listed in the publi-
cation Cancer Causing Chemicals by
N. Irving Sax (Van Nostrand Reinhold
Co., New York, 1981). | think you
should warn your readers about its
use.

Normal Wells, K6YPD
Inglewood, California



MFJ/Bencher

MFJ-422

Combo s9995

The best of all CW worlds - a deluxe MFJ Keyer
in a tompact configuration that fits right on the
Bencher iambic paddie! You can buy the combina-
tion or just the keyer for your Bencher

New MFJ Keyer—small in size, big in leatures
Curtis 8044 IC, adjustable weight and fone,
front pa el volume and speed controls (8-50 wpm)
Built-in dot-dash memories. Speaker, sidetone, and
push button selection of semi-automatic/tune or
automatic modes

Ultra-reliable solid state keying: grid-block,
cathode and solid state transmitters (-300 V, 10 mA
max., +300 V, 100 mA max.). Fully shielded
Uses 9V battery or 110 VAC with optional adapter,
MFJ 1312, $9.95.

Beautiful functional engineering. The keyer
mounts on the paddle base to form a small
(41/8x25/8x51/2") attractive combination
that is a pleasure to look at and use

Deluxe MFJ Keyer fits on Bencher Paddle. Curtis 8044
IC. lambic. Adjustable weight, tone, volume, speed.
Semi and automatic modes. Solid state keying. RF proof.

Keyer Combo

MFJ-422X

Keyer only $6995

The Bencher Paddle is a best seller. Fully ad-
|ustable gold-plated silver contacts, lucite paddles,
chrome plated brass, heavy steel base with
non-skid feet.

Order from MFJ and try it - no obligation. if
not delighted, return it within 30 days for refund
(less shipping). One year unconditional guarantee.

Order today. Call foll Tree B00-647- arge
VISA. MC or mail check, money order for amount
indicated plus $4.00 each shipping and handling

Enjoy CW. See dealer or call MFJ now.

CALL TOLL FREE ... 800-647-1800

Call 601-323-5869 in Miss.. outside continental
USA or for technical info., order/repair status.

MF ENTERPRISES,

INCORPORATED
Box 494, Mississippi State, MS 39762

( NEW MFJ-312 VHF Converter lets you

_'\

HEAR POLICE/FIRE CALLS

and Weather Band on 2 meter rigs. Covers nearly all FCC
allocated police/fire VHF-hi freq. (154-158 MHz). Direct freq.
readout on synthesized, VFO 144-148 MHz FM rigs.

Now with weather band coverage!

MFJ VHF BA

160- 164 m

gi'nD EXPANDER
® ™

154: 188  OFF-myp [*7}
Mg MFi-212
—

Hear exciting police/fire calls, weather band,
maritime costal and more on your 2 meter rig!

Scanning rigs become police/fire  scanner.

This ingenious MFJ VHF Converter turns your
synthesized or VFO 144-148 MHz FM rig info a
hot police/fire receiver (154-158 MHz) with direct
Irequency readout on your ng.

Receive weather plus more on 160-164 MHz

Feedthru allows simultaneous scanning of both
2 meters and police/fire band. No missed calls.

Enjoy all benefits of your rig such as squelch,
excellent sensitivity, selectivity, stability, limiting,
AM rejection. For_handhelds,_too.

Two MOSFETS (tuned RF amp, mixer), bipolar
crystal oscillator gives excellent performance.

Bypass/off switch allows transmitting. Won't
burn out if you transmit (up to 25 watts) with
converter on. Low insertion SWR.

Scanning rigs become
policelfire scanner.

Direct freq. readout on
synthesized and VFO rigs.

$5995

“On" LED. 9-18 VDC. S0-239. Mtg bkt. 3xdx1".

MFJ-311, 549.95. Like MFJ-312 less WX band.

Order from MFJ and try it — no obligation. It
not delighted, return it within 30 days for refund
{less shipping). One_year unconditional guarantee.

Order today. Call toll free 800-647-1800. Charge
VISA, MC or mail check, money order for $59.95
for MFJ-312, $49.95 for MFJ-311 plus $4.00
each shipping/handling

Enjoy exciting police and fire calls, order now.
CALL TOLL FREE ... 800-647-1800
Call 601-323-5869 for technical information, or-
der/repair status. Also call 601-323-5869 outside
continental USA and in Mississippi

MF ENTERPRISES,

INCORPORATED

(MFJ SWR/

Box 494, Mississippi State, MS 39762 j

More Details? CHECK — OFF Page 92

WATTMETERS

MFJ HF SWR/Wattmeter
reads SWR, forward, reflect-
ed power from 1.8-30 MHz.

49"

MFJ-814

New low cost in-line HF SWR/Wattmeter.
MFJ-B14 lets you monitor SWR, forward,
reflected average power in 2 ranges from 1.8
to 30 MHz. Read 200/2000 watts forward,
20/200 watts reflected power. SWR, 1:1-6:1
Easy push-button switch operation: has power/
SWR, high/low range, forward/reflected push-
button switches. SWR sensitivity control
Lighted meter (requires 12V). Rugged alumi-
num eggshell white, black cabinet. 6'ax3"ax4'4"
S0-239 coax connectors, 2 color meter scale

MFJ VHF SWR/Wattmeter/
Field Strength Meters

52995 ' lg?

MFJ-812

New low cost VHF operating aids.
MFJ-812, $29.95: Read SWR from 14 to
170 MHz to monitor antenna and feedlines
Read forward and refiected power at 2 meters
(144148 MHZ). 2 scales (30 and 300 watts)
Read relative field strength from 1 to 170
MHz. Binding post for field strength antenna.
Easy push-button operation: has forward/re
flected and SWR/field strength push-buttons.
Aluminum eggshell white, black cabinet.
4'ax2Vax2%". S0-239. 2 color meter scale
MFJ-810, $24.95: similar to MFJ-B12 less
field strength function.

MFJ “Dry” 300 W and
1 KW Dummy Loads.

36495 52695

MFJ-262 MFJ-260

Air cooled, non-inductive 50 ohm resistor in
perforated metal housing with S0-239 connectars
Full load for 30 seconds, derating curves o
5 minutes. MFJ-260 (300 W). SWR: 1.1:1 to
30 MHz, 1.5:1 for 30160 MHz. 2Vax2'/ax7"
MFJ-262 (1KW). SWR 1.5:1-30 MHz. 3x3x13",

MFJ-10, 3 fool coax with connectors, $4.95

Order from MFJ and try it. If not delighted,
return within 30 days for refund (less shipping)

One year unconditional guarantee.

Order yours today. Call toll free 800-647-1800.
Charge VISA, MC. Or mail check, money order
Add $4.00 each for shipping and handling.

CALL TOLL FREE ... 800-647-1800

Call 601-323-5869 for technical information, or
der/repair status. Also call 601-323-5869 out-
side continental USA and in Mississippi

ENTERPRISES,

INCORPORATED
kBm: 494, Mississippi State, MS 39762 )
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THE PHASE III-B LAUNCH has been delayed for at least two months. A problem with the
MARECS-A, put into orbit by the European Space Agency on board Arianne LO-4 a few months
ago, is the cause of the delay. A plasma ring has developed around the satellite, caus-
ing a corona discharge and seriously impairing the satellite's operation. The E.S.A.
ordered the freeze on future Arianne launches to give its scientists time to investigate
the cause of the problem and find a solution.

It Is Believed that an out-gassing effect from the MARECS could be the cause but
scientists want to be sure. The launch date for Phase III-B may slip even further, as
it's expected that many of the E.S.A.'s other customers will be vying for preferred
launch dates on a revised schedule now being prepared by that agency. Phase III-B was
scheduled to be placed into orbit on board Arianne LO-6 in late July, but it now must
wait for a new launch commitment.

JAPAN WANTS TO ESTABLISH reciprocal operating privileges. Their Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications has sent letters to twelve nations requesting information it will then
use to formulate plans for operating agreements. The countries approached are Australia,
Brazil, Canada, Finland, Germany, Great Britain, Ireland, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United States.

THE ITU REGION I MEETING was a total success, according to ARRL General Manager Dave
Sumner, KIZZ. While complete details of the April lst meeting which took place in
Manila are not yet available, Sumner says that many important issues were agreed upon.
Region 2 was well represented by Victor Clark, W4KFC; Dick Baldwin, WIRU; Carl Smith,
WPBWJ; and Noel Eaton, VE3CJ.

THE NEW GENERAL RADIOTELEPHONE operator's license, which replaced the old 1lst and 2nd
Class licenses, now has a new test as well. The Commission has combined the necessary
test elements into one examination to eliminate the need for three separate tests. To
obtain the GRT license, an applicant must pass an exam of the same difficulty as that of
the old 2nd Class test.

A CODE-FREE AMATEUR LICENSE is still a distinct possibility some time in the near
future. The Commissioners were scheduled to take up the question of creating such a new
license class at their meeting last week, but action on it was deferred to some later
date. No reason was given for the delay.

THE RETURN TIME PERIOD for Novice exams has been extended to sixty days from the
current thirty by FCC action. This means an applicant will have sixty days in which to
take the exam and return it to the Commission for grading, and it's especially helpful
to clubs and schools who order the examinations in bulk for use as a final exam in
Amateur Radio training courses.

THE FCC HAS TAKEN ACTION against a licensee in the Grizzly Peak jamming case. Donald
E. Gilbeau, N60Z, has had his station license revoked and his Extra Class operating priv-
ileges suspended for what the Commission alleged to be his jamming of the Grizzly Peak
repeater in California's northern Central Valley. N60Z was one of a number of hams
charged by the FCC with malicious interference and jamming of the system over one and a
half years ago. In May, 1980, N60Z was monitored by an FCC engineer of the San Fran-
cisco field office transmitting '"random words, Morse code, and unintelligible sounds"
on 146.22 MHz, the input frequency of the repeater. At his show cause hearing last
year, N60Z claimed that all but one of the alleged transmissions were accidental. The
administrative law judge who heard Gilbeau's case found otherwise; he agreed with the
Private Radio Bureau's contention that Gilbeau's claim was false, and that "any leniency
that Gilbeau's long, previously unblemished record as an Amateur might warrant was out-
weighed by the attempt at deception.'" The findings in the N60Z case are the first of
many expected in the Grizzly Peak matter.

THE PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS FOUNDATION seeks data on CATV RFI for their legal library.
As they've done in the past with tower and antenna ordinances, they intend to collect
information on this subject for Amateurs involved in cable TV RFI problems. Information
should be sent to The Personal Communications Foundation; c¢/o Astor & Merdler, Attorneys;
9036 Reseda Boulevard; Northridge, California 91324; attention: Joseph Merdler, N6AHU.

TWO SECTIONS OF THE RULES have been deleted. Part 97.74, which required a licensee
to provide for measurement of his transmitter carrier frequency, and Part 97.71, which
required an Amateur to use an adequately filtered DC supply on any transmitter operating
below 144 MHz, were both deemed antiquated by the Commission. They feel that Amateurs
realize both are simply good operating procedures, and so deleted the language in keep-
ing with the FCC's policy of simplifying regulatory procedures in all services it
supervises.
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