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Several months ago, you might have read an article 1 wrote
called "AMazing Wisconsin“. That article contained a lot of
information an AM radio stations throughout the dairy state.
0f course. the catch was after you read the several pages and
got to the second last paragraph, you found out that the "trip"

U.S. DEPT. INTERIDR PG 801 790 DEER LODGE, T 59722 P 1 Tm was taken at home! I just turned on the radia, and‘@ore or lass
1s BERCELLA N Biswoe, US DEPT. INTREIOR, NAT'L DISON RANGE, hit the dials and mentionad what ! could about stations | could

OUTDAOR REC, PLANKER FISH - ¥ILDLIFE §vC, MOIESE, M7 e p 7 T haar in Wisconsin. ) ! .

TS gk CaPLEY, CUSTER STATE PARK, Well. this article fs different! 1 dig actually hop in
STAFF SPECIALIST HCR 83, bOX 70 CusTER, so e p (LR ] the car and GO! When the forascast fs for 45 degrees (farenhait)

on March 4th, and the sun is shining ia this part o7 the world,

and | have a day off from work., I'm going somewhara! Ths four

walls drive you up a wall all winter! Of course this winter

in Southeast Wisconsin has heen BEAUTIFUL! Hardly any snow, but

mild temperatures, sun shining, and I'm ready now to go out

and mow the lawn-hi' VYa have had lousy winters, but this is

not orne of them! o )

At B:.15am [ hopped inte my 1977 Pontiac Sunt:ird. The odcmeter
read 70842. A quick stop at McOonalds for a few Sausage McMuffins
with Egg and a soda. Vall, naturally "pull) ahead and your food

WHAT was received: QeQSL card, Lzletter, PePrepared card, Lrsrpt used as verie, BeBusperstickers, NsMap,
NHEN did the reply cone: Nuaber of days elapsed.  # = Follon-up report ( or phone catl } was necessary,

Contributors:

JCJ ~ JOHN C. JOHNSON, 979 Neptune Blvd., Billings, MT 59103-2129
DN — DOUG NYHOLM, 2071 Cedar St., San Carlos, CA 94070
Jo = J. D. STEPHENS, 3605-8 Chasewood, Huntsvilla, AL 35805
BW - JOHN WILKINS, 4385. Hoyt &t. #2035, Wheat Ridge, CD 80033

How I spent My summer vacation.
cation loggings. I DXed a bit

va

« «The above veries are all from my
from aach of the following places:

Ut, ID, MT, WY, BC, AB, SD, NE, CO, IL ( Peoria ¢ Chicago ), & ON.

I made a total of 305 reception r
vantion in Peoria. Hats off to J

We

yet. Thanks for your support,

®Bports, 70 of them from the con-
ohn Clesmer for hasting !

11, there you have it —- 201 VERIE-SIBNERS -~ our biggest column

and see you naxt month f! - Tia

For Nome, Radio Is Strictly Voluntary

By DAVID LAMB, Times Staff Writer

NOME, Alaska—Father Jim
Poale was in Fat Freddie's cafe,
Poking at his salad without enthu.
siasm. He'd have much rather
ordered his favorite lunch—a bur-
ger and fries—but a diel is a diet, he
said, and he learned long ago that
discipline is an important element
of survival and contentment in
Nome. ’

The conversation turned from
food 10 the award-winning non-
profit radio station Poole operates
with a dozen young volunteery
from the "Lower 48.” The 10,000-
watt AM station, KNOM, is a prime
source of news and entertainment
for the 30,000 people isolated in
northwest Alaska, an area the size
of California,

“People fly into Nome the first
time, take a look around and say:
‘Oh my God'” Poole, 684, a Jesuit
priest, said. “But, you know, the
small-lown environment grows on
them. We've got 20 ex-volunteers
who have stayed in Nome. Some
went outside {of Alaska] when they
finished their assignments at the
station, and they just decided that
wasn't for them.”

True enough, Nome isn't. much to
look at, with just one paved street
and 3,700 hardy souls huddled on
the treeless tundra along the Be-
ring Sea, 165 miles from Siberia.

Three roads lead out of town, and

all end within 90 miles. The town’s

population has as 33% (urnover

every three years, and it's said that

;‘omeﬂl eight bars do considerably
[}

better business than its 13 church-
es.

The last supply ship from Seattle
arrives in October, and by January
the Bering Sea is frozen five feet
thick. No wonder Wyalt Earp,
fresh from Dodge City and Tomb.-
stone, had a tough time with the
winters when he moved up here in
1898 for the gold rush. He slayed
for three years, running the Dexter
Saloon outside of town and, except
for getting arrested for drunken-
ness ane night, lly stayed

Los Angeles Timegs, 8/20/87 via Gary Larson

more closely resembles that of a
commercial station (without ad-
verlisements) than that of a relj-
8ious station. It covers local news
aggressively, has on-the-hour
newscasts from the Associated
Press wire and plays the ‘Top 40
hits, compiled by music director
Marty Wiltard, who recently was
graduated from John Carroli Uni-
versity in Cleveland with a psy-
chology degree.
The station’s audience in pre-
i Eski and Athabas-

out of irouble.
Bishop Owae Station

“When I first flew in, I couldn't
believe I could rnake it here for a
year,” said KNOM newsman Mike
Jackoboice, 28, a Marquette Uni-
versity journalism graduate who
gets a monthly $60 stipend from
the station. “But the place is ad-
dicting. Drive five miles and you're
in the clomain of grizzlies and some
of the best sports fishing in the
world. To me, that's ideal—you've
8ot the opportunily for stimulating
work in an unlikely environment,
What can 1 say, except that I've
been here three years now.”

KNOM, owned by the Catholic
bishop of Northern Alaska, began
its broadcasts under Poole’s direc-

" tion in 1971, an event that brought

congratulatory messages from
President Richard M. Nixon, Bing
Crosby and Bob Hope. Although
there are inspi

can Indians, most of whom live in
isolated villages that first got tefe-
vision eight years ago. For them,
the folksy public service messages
on KNOM provide a critical link to
the outside world: The station
announces the departure of every
“bush” flight in Nome, informs
fishermen at sea when their wives
give birth or there is a death in the
family, gives local weather reports
that are a matter of life and death in
this part of the world and relays
messages that, for example, say a
package has been malled to a
parlicular family, thus dictating a
50-mile trip to the nearest post
office. 3
“We strive for the same excel-
lence and professionalism that
you'd expect anywhere,” salid gen-
eral manager Tom Busch, who won
the Alaska Broadcasters Assn.'s
1986 award as “Alaska Broadcaster
of the Year." KNOM also won the

spots, its daily 18-hour format

ion's highest honor last
year, the “Goldie” for “Best Ser-

Continued on page23

will be ready in a few minutes"” was wnat I head. You kind of
get usad to this. As usual, the soda had ice in it, after 1}
requested ne ice. but I wanted to GO! The gas tank was 374 and
as a tax payer, property owner, etc., | was going around the
state of Wisconsin J)ust to see what was going on- hi'

Thne trio would go 1-894 from Milwaukes to Madiscn, then
1-80/94 Madison to Tomah, 1-90 to LaCrosse, Minnssota 6} to
Wabasha to Micrescta 60. back into Viscansin on Hwy 25 to Durand

on Huy. 85 to Eau Claire. and back to Mytwaukee via 1-94, Usualily,

I like to take US 10 irom Osseo. off of 1-94 to Apoleton. and
down US 4}, but there were time rastraints! 1 really don't mean
to scund like the state tourism director, because !'m naoxt |
am a bus driver and drive for Milwaukee County [ransit. [f you
sver are in Milwaukee and ses a bus geing B6O0MPH in a 30 MPH
2one. guess who is driving! There is somathing to having 10-
14 tans under your feet-hi! But. back to an earliar thought,
Wiscansin, Minnesota, and the Upper Penfnsula of Michigan are
nothing less than spectacular for views. Twisting roads, hills,
lakes. and much more ‘abound! I°'ve been to 26 states in my 34
vears, and there is a reason this is called "Gods Country!™"
Leaving Milwaukee. I knew when I would gat back lataer that
night something would be different. 1250/WEMP Milwaukee had
a mass firing and all jaocks were fired except AM drive jeck
John Gardner. The station would dumg its )ive and profitabla
oldies format in favor of the Oldie Channel from Transtar! The
Baer City AM radio band 1s rapialy changing for the ;crse. Since
h ing Wisconsin article there have been more ¢ ange:';.
}220932;; :Inluauh:ee is Satellite oldies, 12390/WMVP (;rgenflald-
Milwaukee s still Satel)ite "Heart & Soul¥ for the time betng,

1340/VWLZR Milwaukae (formerly WBCS] within the past montn switchad

r tation bills itsalf
format from country to album rock. The stat ¢
ag “Laser 103." So, the Milwaukee AM band is much differsnt

than only a few years ago, or even weaks ago-hi! And mecrae changss

will accur as 1520/WAWA Wast Allis moves to 1200 k'Hz, and 1290/
WMVP under new owners will drop the "Heart & Soul“ format. They
are under contract until September with this. 820/WOKY Milwvaukea

also, in the past two months, has droppaed all ©f the nawer AdCon
songs and gone 1o a mors NDStalgia'suund. The ratings diocoad.
The other Milwaukaa stations arae basically'1ha sama: EZO/YTMJ
heavy on talk and personality, }130/VISN M}luaukss is talk mid-
days, and at night, with AdCon music in CI"N‘.F segments. B860/WNQV
Milwaukee is stil! black, but black:gospel in the morning.

At this point a quick look at the Milwaukaee AM dial is
in order, if only to look back in a few years and 591': whera
the stations were in March, 18987! S40/WYLO Jat.:h:s?n/rjnluauk@e
is ETHnic/GUS/REL. All time brokered.Sign off: mmm'g?r.n:lo\:.;al,
620/WTMJ talk/AdCon, sports., S6Q/WUNQV bla‘c_k. Sign o-.-.,.n:amght.
Tocal with super low powar fram SSS 1o Midnight. 920/WOKY s
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NOStatgia, 1130/VISN AdCon/talk, 1250/VEMP Isatellite) oldies,
1280/WMVP (satellitalblack AdCon. 1340/WLZR FM simulcast AcR,
1510 _wauk Uaukesha/Mn'uaukgg_xs country. Still a daytimer. )5390/
VAWA Vest Allis/Mituaukee is black with GOS mia-days. Daytimar
with a CP feor 1200 kHz.

A quick look above leaves one with NO LOCAL AM ORIENTED
PROGRAMMING on 1250,1290,1340 laxcept 1250 in AM drive) at aitt
1510 and 1580 sign off! Thus at night alt you have is S4CUREL,
620/TALK, 860/BLACK and signal problems, 920/NOS. and 1130/10cal
TH.K and Larry King. 620 is Talknet aftar SPM | believe!

Consiosrlns.only in 18970, 1340/WRIT and Q20/VOKY ware
fighting for the number ONE position) FM was only a thing 6f
the future:!

Milwaukes FM right now is £3.3/WOFM AoR, 94.5/WKT] Tap 40,
35.7/WBGK Soft AoR. jazz, folk.' . Ecciectic rocks 86.5/WKLH
Classic Hits, 97 3/VLTQ Light AdCon, 98 3/WFMR Classical, 99,1,
MMYX _AdCon. 10D 7/WRKR Tap40. 103, L/WLUM Black, 102.8/ViZR-FM —
AoR, 103.7/WEZY, 106, 1/WNIL Country, 107.3/0vCY Raligion, —

S5.7/WBGK will switch to a high personality format by June
under new ownars, 102.9 just switched to Aor from country under
new owners, !'250/WEMP just went satallita oldias under naw gwners.
As I said earlier WMVP will 916 come Septamber. WMVF is WBGK's
AM outlet.

A little commentary and then we will continue on this trip
I began talking about SO paragraphs ago-hi' 1250/99.1, 1290/85.7,
and 102.9/1340 basically had the same owners feor YEARS! Ceregula-
tion has ended any saensé of service, community loyaliy, atc.
96.5/WMGF was owned for § months and sold to bacome WKLHM. 85.7%/
1280 were just bought in Jine 19851 After 18 months. the station
is gl)ready being sold! And natually every new owner comes in
with their "hot" ideas. “rae search™, etc and switchas calls,
formats, firas all parsonel, and brings in the bird (satellitg) .
The sad thing is you really can’'t builg station loyalty if formats
are being switched évery other waek! Its noc wonder 620/WTHY,
103.7/VEZW, 94.S/WKT1, 920/WOKY, and 93/WUCQFM are highly rated!
Each has had it resoective format fcr YEARS and DECADES in casas!
A little FINE-TUNING can ba done to a stations faormat zo make '
it work, and stay_prqfitablev Besioges it seems qUite appearant
1h§1 ine new traeed of st2lion ogwriers Just want ta take thae monay
And run anywidy' Sc thnere-hit

“ledase rem ar, cefore we go T iness
v nér! skevinas g Tidtrcns

Sc, &dite ckbvicusly, whan ocne 's griving at B0
[ T TrRg The 301': Yor gdscc3liy 2 i3 nour' car rige,
severa! stations can and will ge mi:ssed' ['m only numan gang'

teaving Milwaukee, westbound on 1-84 then, 158Q-WTTN Watar-
town had a long newsblock at SAM. However, one of the funny
things about WTTN was the news reports. All reports were by
John Reddy. And it was funny to hear “John Raddy repaorting from
Oconomowoc”, "John Reddy in Ft. Atkinson”, "John Reddy in Vaupun”,
Quite obvicusly, this guy read these "reports” aout of the morning
paper, but to have one "reporter” in 6 different cities sounded
funny anyway! WTTN plays AdCon, with poltkas on Saturday morning.
"The Hometown Station"” and "AM 1580" are slogans usad quite
often. The station is 24 hours, simulcasting 94.1-UMLV from
Eeom-6am. Power is 6.8 watts at night! However, from past exper-
fence. the 6.8 watts OOES cover Watertown well! 84 1 WMLV
Watertewn-COccnomguwce is AdCon, and calls itself "mellow ga."

1480-WTQY Midison had quite a bit of talk on the ajir when
] noted them at 9:30am This station musically is still AdCon,
but airs many news and talk sagments. "Today Radie” s bland.
}950-WHIT Madison played at least S ia a row without talking.

ldies formatted and non-gersonality. Lglg;glgg_ﬁggljgg is country

whilte 13V10-WIBA Madisen is AdCen. 270-WHA Madison 1s talk al)
day long. Publfic Radio.

The FM sfde in Madison had 92.)-WMAD-FM Sun Prairfe-Madison
playtng “classic hits.” This staticn has had many fermats over
the years. It should be noted that it is comoeting with at least
S 50,000 watt FMs! WMAG-FM is only 3000 watts' 84.8-VILV Baraboo-
Hadison is BFL. This station too., has had more than 3 feu call
and format changes, in recent memory. 98.1-WMGN Madisan is AdCon
and bills itself as "Magic 98 FM“. V0] _.5-WIBA-FM Madison is
AoR. 102.5-WUNVC is religious. 104.)-WZEE Madison ts TopdOD. “Z104"
plays 10 in a row every hour, begtnning at :55 and running through
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234 the following hour. 106.'-VQVH-Hiudletan-Hddiscn "algg"
is continous country, 4 in a row. no talking, etc.., vs wTSo
wnich s heavy on personality and rated number ). The latest
aentry into the Mad:son market 1s 96.7 WSEY Sauk Cit -Madison
using the Transzar 41 format of soft Adcon geared heavsly tovard
women. They have jazz nightly at 8°M. Vhy--1 don't know. "Sunny*
radio.

1190-UMAD AM Sun Pratrie-Madisen is.MYL., and I must admic,
had very good sounding, mature announcers. Jingles abounded.
lg4o-u13u Poynette was once a player in the Madison market.
In tne miacie 70's when NBC had their News & Infermation service.
WI1SU had billooards all over town. They also went to a high
energy Top40 around 1930, only to drop that a year later. The
Top 40 audience was already on FM. The current formit 1s a very
focal, smal! tawnish AdCon. witn polkas glayea at nrgrv. WIGL
$14n3 CTF nignt!ly, a2t ICEM They wars zmcs vng an ciur to otha
very auccesfu! “Love Steraec” 84.9-%arabco. ')’ never krow why
:;?y sold the S0000 watt FM and kept the 1000 watt local channe)
AM!: :

Earlier 1 was speaking about billboards, and | cnly saw
two when in Madison. WNWC promoting thetsr morning show, and
[Q:’.:’-VSJ_Y Fort Atklnscn-Janesv‘l”.—Hﬂdisnn‘ with their “Joy
107" billooards promoting their beauttful music. That station
has been beautiful music even in 1867 when I began DX'ing. It
was kncwn then as WFAVU<FM. The station has a big Band show Sunday
mornings .,

One more tiny bit of trivia. VIBU signaed on the air in
1925, and used a windmfl} until 1948 or so for generdting power!
The calls WIBU stand for VWind [s Being Used'

840-UFAY Fort Atkingon has a let of very local programming.
ABC information mews. Format is AdCon with many cldies. 93pg-
WNNQ Visconsin Jells is country, with not much personallty.

In listening to this for over 15 minutes I never heard any jgs,
slogans aor talking at all! What a way to get ratings. Oon’'t
tell anyone who you ars!

If 1 can add something here, I'd 1ike tao. The drive from
Hilwaukee ta Madison is a strafght shot. However, leaving Madison
and through the rest of Wisconsin, tha hills, rivers, and roclk
formations abound. Radio is nice. but also the beautiful scenary
is mino kocggeling! The frash air, clean skies, and tre aci by ty
t: t2ke this all {a!

740-WRPQ Barabog is satellite AdCon, having gone so just
esarlfer this year. Quite disappointing, but possibly the farming
monay and small town buzinssses gon't generate enough money
for a staff. Somehow. [ don't beliaeve that. WRFQ in recant months
sounded quite good. $mall town radio doesn’'t mean it has to
sound small tcwnish'

107.1-WNNQ-FM VWiscensin Gally '3 very. very t'and :n avorgach
with "FM 107" igs, ard Top40 format. Altnzugn this one could
¢ross the Ao® ltne. Along the road, ! also .locked fnto 1072.¢e-
WYCO Wausau. This station has only been on the air since 198S.
Transtar AdCon fs usad. Howaver, thers was a proma for “Super
Gold" nightly 7-12M. 1 think this could be a sfgn that while
satellite programming save You some money, local programming
Is dasireable. Hopefull, WYCO will add more tocal programming,
and dump the bird!

Som other stations notad fn brief description. 106.7-WLJY
Marghfield ts BFL, 104.9-UNFM Readsburyg was tapaed country, with
ABC information news. )103.3-WWRW Wisconsin Raoids is stil) taped
AdCon. 102.3-WVRQ-FM Viroqua was taped couniry. 1400-WROB
Reedsburg was AdCon, while 1320-WFHR Wisconsin Rapids seemed
older AdCon. 1370-WCCN Neilsvillg is raally small town country
at .ts best! The station is simulcast with 107.5. and that is
still in MONO. 104.7-WAXX Eau Claire is country radio at its
best! I hate country but I )ike "wax"! There (s samething about
this station. Whether the high news commitments, actual persaonal-
ftles, or playing the racord that #38, and not sticking to the
Topl0 songs over and over, there is "hametown" and not “hokey"”
radio! Some of the best., and ! da mean the best country stations
I have ever heard are 107.5-WCCN FM/AM Netlsvilie WI, 104.7-
WAXX Eau Claire,Wl and 92.3-VIPD FM/AM Ishpeming-Marquetta MJ]!
These stations don't really dabble fn over-research and so many
other thing that make major market radfo rather bland. They
also i{n all honesty, have the poerful signals to back up what

il
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they do! Where do you let an elaphant walk? Anywhere hae wants
tol So it is with & 50 or 100 kw FM sfgnal, as opposed to a
lkw AM or 3kw FM sfgnal. Trye?
97.9-WSPT Stevers Point sounded terrible! This Top40 outlet
had way, way., way toco much personality. This station in the
PAst1 was one of the slickest, tightest Top40 outlets anywvhera!
The cal) letters being sald first, shotgun Jjingles, and cue-
cards have given way to something that. quitae stmply, sounds
like some type of format thrown together by somacne who knows
nothing about how GOOD radio can sound!' VSPT was easily, far
and away the WORST sounding FM outlet in Wisconsin! -
97.1-1290-WCOW FM/FM Sparty are simulcast country. “"Cow
country” ranks as another good small tawn radifo station. Remember ,
Visconsin is the dafry state, thus the cow references. 95,5-
WIFC Wausay soundaed somewhat subdued, but stitl ok. Call lattecs
Were safd first out of the records. and jingles were played
out of each stop-set (commercials.) This top40 outlet has beaen
tap40 since 1370! And the station still sounds good. It really
was, te my knowledge. Wisconsin's original FM tap40 station!
There were others on FM, but thay simulcastsed the AM station.
WIFC stood out back then. This station has a heritagael
I'm now nearing in on LaCrosse, so some Minnesota stations
will cresp in here. "K-G 95" (s 95.3-KAGE-FM Winana. The station
{s live AdCon. Instead of “cage”, the stations, both AM and
FM are known as "ka-gee". ! can stiil remember when KAGE~-FM
was callaed "KG-FM" and one thought “what a nice set of callst",
only to hear the top of the hour id as "KAGE-FM." 93.3-W]ZM-
FM LaCrosse had a 6 in a row "power play" baginning at .55 past
the hour. “The New Z-93" has one real lousy sat of jingles!
The station usad to use the old Pams shotgun jfingle til a few
years ago. Now the jingles are sung with voice so high and with
a these chorouses that you really can't understand! | have a
“radio ear” and 1 could barely make out the "293!". 100.1-VaJYy
West Salem was BFL. Formarly AdCon., this station is one o7 Ine
few dumping any format ta go beautiful music! 1420-WLXR LaCrosse
“3s “15 Country WLXR" and was competing against SBO-UKIY for
the country audfence. They sounded goad! 1570-wK8H Holman fs
NOS/STDS. and calls ftsalf "Stardust 16 WKBH AMI" 106. 3-WKBH/FM
Tremoealeau-Lalrosse-Winona (MN) is also country and bills itself
as “K-lo6". The FM country outlet has personality and Jingles
too. If you are into country and like radio battles. LaCrosse
might be a good place to listen! A SO00 watt AM (WKTY). a 1000
watt graveyard {WLXR-AM}., and a 3000 watt FM (WKBH-FM) and they
all sound good! This is indeed a treat!
1410-WIZM LaCrosse was running ASC Talkradio. ['m sure
they are still AdCon in other dayparts, but are running alot
of talk.
1230-KWNQ Wingna MN had one of the worst announcers | have
evar heard in my lifa. It's funny, some people with good voicas
sit idle and hope to get into radio, and this guy is on radio
and sounds nothing short of horresndous. VWant-ads ware dired,
and I never heard any other pragramming,
71028 on the odometsr at 2pm as | left LaCrossae. 1050-VIsM
Eau Claire [not Altoonal bills itself as "Magic 109" or "AM
105" and is either a very hard AdCon or a very soft top40. At
Spm they play jazz. and drop the audisence they took all day
ta buflid! 630~KDWB St.Paul was oldiaes channal. Now, | was passing
through Mineska MN, population 132. Wow!
"190Q-WEAQ" Eay Clairg is STDS and soft AdCon. I heard
4 in a row without any talking. A far cry fraom tha Top40 “79Q"
that was #1 in the 1970's! _920-KOHL Fairbau!t MN was country
and had the worst audio {°'ve hsard on the trip. Everything sounded

“in the mud!” Really terrivle. !'130-VOGY Minneacolis is country,
The station on severdal occdsions into commercials never said
call lettars at a!l! Who programs these stations?7? Call lettars

should be said so you have a CHANCE at ratings! This was a case

where major market radioc sounded like small market schlock!
1120-KWMB Wabasha MN was “i:90 Country KWMB" and this Jittle

daytimer sounded gcod for its markat size' The station was sols

rac<aR'xly, and one always thianks autlomation.’ satellite. or a

call change will occur, Happily, this isn‘t aiways the case!
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:1S0-YAYY Chipoewd Fa'ls is o'dies! They scund quita gocd

with a wige variaty, 50's-70's. and a tored dcwn presentation.

1220-WTCN Stillwater seemed to ba STGS.

XCUE Reg Vicg MN was country,
“51 degraees at {1270)-XWES Rochester (MN. )"
I thought, wow ] wish | went there...that is WARM. Remember,
this was March 4th! Iflicped the radic usward to the naxt louo
AM signal and heard "its SO degrees at WJJK Eau CLaire” geoing

At 3pm, | heard

into Mutua! news. The news on
delay, It ran at 3:.ol.
and I was now glad I had short sleaves and

is AdCon.

"WTCN AM 1220". 1290-

EauClaire wis tne n

1400-VIIK EacClaire was on a tape
ext city on my Joeurnay,
a light jackst. WJJIK

J43C-VWRON Ourand simulcasts FM country. Smal!l tcwn flavor.
105.5~WCFW Chiopewa Falls had AdCon, c&w,
neard in my life. CNN featuras vere aired when [ tuned in. The
stock naws of the day was that US Air wanted to buy Piedmcnt
Airlines., which thaey did within two weeks! The regional air
carriors ara being swa!'owed by the national airiines left and

right. Good old deregulationt 100

and scngs ['ve never

J-WB1Z Eau Claire is stil!

Top40. though they sounded rather Lland. In other words, | have
heard them kfck asphait! But, they were not doing it 3/4/871

24.1 WIAL EauClaire

is AdCon. and stil!

"1-94." 1-24 js the

insterstate that runs through Eau Claire., Clevaer tie-in.
Now [ was leaving the London Square Mall, with 7i227 on
the odometer. and low and behold, & brand new mall right now

the rcad: Oakwood mall! Usually, (f you have two malls in town.
they are at oppasite ends of the town. These ware right next
door! Naturally, being a mall freak, 1 had to go in! Very very

nice. A word about malls, ok? Mi'waukee has Northrioge, Southridge

and Brookfield Square. Madison has East + Westtown Malls, LaCrosse

has Valley View. Rochester MN has Apache Mall. EauClaire has
the malls named above. Wausau,Wl has its magnificent downtown
called Wausau Centre. Appleton Wl has one on HWy 10 and 141,
though the rname escapes mae. Fond du Lac WI has Farest Viaew mal)
right off of 141. All of these malls offer many, many stora,

and a good chance at leisure or buying a caokie for $1.50-hi!
Smaller malls in Marqutte M] fthe Marquetts Malll), and Houghton-
Hancock M! (the Copoer Country Malll with about 30 steres each

also turn me on, as does the Beaver Gam Mall

in Beaver Dam W].

I am a super mall freak! This alsc lats ma branch off into
other hobbies. Train stuff (HO scale) and a collection ¥ craedit
cards from various cities. Also, in these cities I will also
9o to the transit offices and get & few route maps, as I am
a4 bus driver, and somehow can't get that out of mae!

Back to rad:o, 1280-WWIS Black River Falls had local news
with ads for Toms ICA, and the Jackson County Bark. Sounds better
than some of the big namaes you hear over and over., huh? Format
dpoeared to be c&w and AdCon. "AM 1260" slogans abtourded. The
last station {or as on Carson “the tast envelope”-hil, is 100.1~
WOOC _Portage with automated Topd4C, a cute Jfngle set, and ABC

news at :30, on a tape delay. This sma!' town station had

consistant!y good thrcughout tha years!
the trip with me, | hope you }iked it.

If you followed

1 really enjcy the trip, as

and also ] like writing about 1t, bacausae
though what you are reading is al® “pick and seck!" I still
gon’t know how ta type. .t only tock 42 gdys to de this-hi’
Natually, saome stations were not listed tecause of my being
human. | might have actually been clese 1o a tcwn and forgotten
ahout & station or two, and hopefully the diehard radio critic
will forgive me-hi! Odometer reading at 9:30pm was 71527. Whew!

Centinuea from page

vice to the Communily.” Busch, a
Boston Coliege graduate who
worked for i radio station in Atlan-
tic City, has been with KNOM since
itsinception and is the only salaried
member of the staff.

The rest of the stafl is recruited
through the Jesuit Volunteer Corps
in Portland, Ore.

The station’s operating budg-
et—about $300,000 a year—comes
almost entirely from private con-
tributions. The volunteers agree to
stay for one year, living in-a
dormitory environment, and most
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eventually go on to careers outside
the church. Almost all are drawn
here by the adventure of Alaska
and the appeal of volunteer work.
Father Poole, who has made
KNOM his second greatest love,
has been in Nome 21 years and
rather dreads the day when it will
be time toJeave.

“I knew I could be ruining my
career by doing this—that I could
be making the worst decision of my
life,” said reporter Claire Richard-
son, 28, who quit her job at
WDBJ-TV, a CBS affillate in Roa-

sounded

1 gives me a chance to get away,

like writing, aven

noke, Va, to join KNOM as. 3
volunteer. “But [ looked around me
there and I saw a lot of burned-out
journalists, and | said to myself: ‘Is

" that what I want to happen?

“l1 was also scared that KNOM
would reflect a Catholic bias, but
we've got freedom to pursue ev-
erything—politics, suicides, sociat
problems. People here deserve
professional news quality just a¥
much as they do in Roanoke or Lo§ .
Angeles. An experience like this.
you can’t walk away from and nos
be a changed person.”

2



