TRANSPACIFIC SHORTWAVE PARALLELS

by Nick Hall-Patch and Paul Routenburg

Signals heard from the other side of the Pacific Ocean can be a problem
to identify. They are often weak and ‘suffer from domestic QRM, are in a
language unknown to the listener, and may well be heard for only a quarter
of an hour or so around sunrise.

Fortunately, many of the signals heard in North America are from a
station which is part of a government network whose stations are often in
parallel. At least one, and sometimes more of these stations broadcast
on shortwave, particularly in the tropical bands, and may well be easier
to hear on shortwave than on medium wave. The unidentified MW DX can be
checked against one or more of these SW parallels. If the programming is
exactly the same, and no other two stations on these two frequencies are
likely to be in parallel, then you have the best ID you may likely ever get
from many of these stations.

The following list of parallels is based on Bruce Portzer's list of
TP parallels in Volume 8 of the IRCA Foreign Log, but all of the SW b
parallels listed here have been definitely heard in Western Canada
at any rate. Many of the MW stations have yet to be heard here however!

Network abbreviations are generally used to identify a station on the §
list rather than station call letters: NHK1 and NHK2 from Japan, FEN - Far |
East Network also from Japan, KBS1 and KBS2, as well as KBS- Social 1
Education from South Korea, CPES1 and CPBS2 from China, USSR1, USSR2 i
(Mayak) and USSR-FE (Foreign Service) from, you guessed it, USSR. Austral- i
ian call letters are used however. Otherwise, the country name is used 1
to indicate the station from that country on the channel. Chinese stations
listed are generally only from those provinces reasonably close to the

ocean, as otherwise this exercise would really have gotten out of hand.
Abbreviations of Chinese province names are as used in the World Radio TV
Handbook, and appear after this list.

As many of the parallel listings are repetitive or lengthy, footnote
indicators are often used in place of the SW parallel frequency: (1), (2)
etc. See the end of the list for footnote info. Remember that seeing
a listing here does not suarantee that the stations are always or ever
in parallel with each other. Some are educated guesses, while other stations
can carry local programming which will be separate from the network feed,
at least at some time periods.
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a reasonable signal e.g. 594 66€ L
#for NHK2, 747 774 or 828 are best bets
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#regional stations may have their own programs in various time
slots which would be separate from either KBS1 or KBS2.

usually ABC2

USSR1--5015 (some local programs before 1315 UT)

USSR2--3995 (from Oct-Mar) ;4040 4485 (from 1400 UT)s
ABC1 or ABC3: 4920 and/or 6150 and/or 9660;

5970

try 9680, though this is
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(9) RRI---Radio Republik Indonesia stations take the nationsl news teed
on the hour. The feed is usually 7 or 8 minutes long, but can
be as much as 15 minutes. 7270 is a good parallel
national program news.

(10) USSR-FS Foreign Service in various languages:
Chinese---try 6145 6165 sometimes 4825 7170 7300 9705

(noted on MW channels of 585 648 801 810 1080 1170

1251 1476 at various times)

English-~--try 9450 <>575 9665 9765 9780 (//1251 720 630)

or 5900 5920 6020 6050 (7/720 €30)

Japanese~--5940 59€0 7340; sometimes 5950 6020 €050 7150 7260

(noted on MW channels 630 720 1251 at varloug)tlmes)

Korean----4825; sometimes 9540 5940

Mongolian- try 39€0 40BO 4850 4BES 4995 7260
r 6100 6383 72h5 9480
(MH channels of 801 1080 1170; LW channels 209 227)

(the above information is over two years old, but many frequencies
are likely still in use)
NB The Vliadivostok transmitter on 1476 has been noted on the second

harmonic of 2952 kHz; perhaps a useful parallel for Chinese
broadcasts on other MW frequencies.

11) N. Korea Central Broadcasting Stations 2745 2775 2850 4272, All but
2850 may have segments of local programming.

FJ - Fujian
FJH1 - Fujian, Haixa 1 HB
FJH2 - Fujian, Haixa 2 HL
FJT1 - Fujian, Taiwan 1 HN
FJT2 - Fujian, Taiwan 2 JL

Referencess

for the

(noted on MW 147

12) N. Korea, R. Pyongyang Broadcasting Station: 3320 6400; €250 after
1500 UTs 3015 after 1530 UT.
»
Abbreviations for Chinese provinces in the above listing:
GX - Guangxi LN - Liaoning
- Hubei NM - Nei Monggol
- Heilongjiang XJ - Xinjiang
~ Hunan 4J ~ Zhejiang
- Jilin
*
"China Remonitored”, Peter V. Taylor, DX Monitor, rfeb 6, 1982.
1985

"Korean Broadcasting System”, Bill Harms, DX Monitor, Oct 26,

World Radio TV Handhook 1986
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