
TRANSPACIFIC SHORTWAVE PARALLELS
by Nick Hall-Patch and Paul Routenburg

Signals heard from the other side of the Pacific Ocean can be a problem
to identify. They are often weak and'suffer from domestic QRM, are in a
language unknown to the listener, and may well be heard for only a quarter
of an hour or so around sunrise.

Fortunately, many of the signals heard in North America are from a
station which is part of a government network whose stations are often in
parallel. At least one, and sometimes more of these stations broadcast

on shortwave, particularly in the tropical bands, and may well be easier
to hear on shortwave than on medium wave, The unidentified MW DX can be

checked against one or more of these SW parallels. If the programming is
exactly the same. and no other two stations on these two frequencies are
likely to be in parallel. then you have the best ID you may likely ever get
from many of these stations.

The following list of parallels is based on Bruce Portzer's list of

TP parallels in Volume 8 of the IRCA Foreign Log, but all of the SW
parallels listed here have been definitely heard in Western Canada
at any rate. Many of the MW stations have yet to be heard here however!

Network abbreviations are generally used to identify a station on the

list rather than station call letters 1 NHK1 and NHK2 from Japan. FEN - Far
East Network also from Japan. KBS1 and KBS2, as well as KBS-SE Social
Education from South Korea, CPBSI and CPBS2 from China. USSRl, USSR2
(Mayak) and USSR-FE (Foreign Service) from, you guessed it, USSR. Austral-
ian call letters are used however, Otherwise, the country name is used
to indicate the station from that country on the channel. Chinese stations
listed are generally only from those provinces reasonably close to the
ocean. as otherwise this exercise would really have gotten out of hand.
Abbreviations of Chinese province names are as used in the World Radio TV
Handbook, and appear after this list.

As many of the parallel listings are repetitive or lengthy. footnote
indicators are often used in place of the SW parallel frequency 1 (I), (2)
etc. See the end of the list for footnote info. Remember that seeing
A listi~g here does not puarantee that the stationR are alWAYs or ever
in parallel with each other. Some are educated guesses, while other stations
can carry local programming which will be separate from the network feed,
at least at some time periods.
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