
HI-I-I FR&.UEIICIES BEFCRE 1941
by Ron SChiitz -

In ~iarch. '941. most stations in thc U.S., Cannda, 1,10xi 00 and Cube. changod their
frequencies to comply IJith the netl NARBAtroaty rocentl)' I1gnod 1n Habana, Before
that eventful day in radio history. 0 ao:net/hat difforent IYltom of allocations
existed. The ilCB thu. consisted of 96 channels, from 550 to '500 kca; of which 46
were cloor. 6 local, 4 hi..h-powc.rcd regional. ond Jj() relional, , Of the clcar channels,
40 were J,mcriecn and 6 Canndian, Thc United Statu wa.1 divided 1nto five Zonca with
8 clenr chnnneia assigned to cach:

ZOtlE ONt::
660
710
760
860
990

106c
1060
II co
1100
1'50

ZONEno:
700
750
820
960

1020
1070
111C
1170

d)NE THREE:

ZONE FOUR:

670
720
170
170
810
e70
870

1000
1090
1160

t.0:':E FIVE:

0,0
6f\0
7~O
8)0
'i7C

10~
11;0
1180
1180

(In the above

Ilel/ England, Nell York,
,/EAF Ne" York
:~R Newark
IIJZ Nell yor!:
\1ABC Ne" Yorl.
IIBZ Boaton
loBAL SolUmoro
IrfIC Hnrtford
1$11. I\et' york
UPG Atlllntic City
,iliA!: Rochnater

,

Ne" Jeraey, Delaware, Maryland, and D.C.
no\l I/NBC
now Nnw York City
no" \/ABC
now 11CBS
rola)'ed by l'lBU-990-Springtiold
760 kea, II I.JZ late evenings
special authorization for 1040 kca.
now lotIEli
del"ted

J.lichiglln.
:IL:1
li.IR
IJHAS
KDKA
KY:/
\fI AI~
':RVi\
</CAU

Ohio, Fcnneylvania, Kentucky, Virginia, and
Cincinnati apccial authorization for
Detroit
Loui svi lIe
i'i ttaburgh
fhiladelphia
Cleveland
Riehuond
Philadelphia

I'leat Virginia
500 kw,

now :JKYC

Flor1da, Alabama, Hi8linippi, Louisiana,

650
740
eoo
800
850
e~

1040
1040'
1080
111ie
1140
1190

Carolinas, Tennoss"c, Georgia,
Arkanaas, O)clahome. and Texaa
::SI-j l1uhville
::SD' Atlanta
\/FA/\ Dallae
:.'BAr For t U:>rth
III',L IIcw Orloana
K:IKH Shreveport
l(ilLD Dallaa
KTIlS ' Hot lipringa
:~! ,Chnrlotte
KVOO Tulsa
IJAFI BirminGham
~AI San Antonio

Dakota a , 1111n01a, Ind1ana, Iowa, Kanaal, Minnolota, Miasouri, Ncbraska,
~i acondn

Ij~:AQ Chicllgo
IKlII Chicago
1/B8'" Chicago
KFAJ! Lincoln
I~CO ~innoapolia
I/ENR Chicngo
~ILS Chicago
11\0 Dca Main...
JG.IOX st, Louia
IJ)t~ Fort Wayne

Ipecial author1lat1on for 1100 kca,

ap, auth, hr 1060 kcd now KAAY-Littla Rock

now QllGb& (wu/IiBBM nilhta)

dolatod

Ihared timc n11hte with t/WVA-1160-1lh00ling

AT1zona, Cnl1fornio. Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevlldll, New ~Ifxico,
Oregon, Ut"h, l/nfihington, and It/oming

::..1 Loa Anj;c1es
KfO Snn Franci"co
~GD S"n Francisco
KC'A D,nvH
KJR Scat tlc
KIIX Los Angolaa
K~L SeltLak. City
KOD Albuquerquc
KEX fortlllnd special authorhation for 1160 kc,
liata, stat10ns on 800,870, 1100 and 11,40 kc. ahnred timo,)

now KNBR

shared frequency with lAn-Schenectady

now KOhOi aharod frl"~. with UCFL-Chicago

CANADA: (excludeD
690 CFR/)
7~c. C:.AC
840 CilL
9'0 CBF
960 CKY

10~0 C..CN
10)0 C;(L:/

Newfound land)
Toronto
~:ol1treol
Toronto
.Iontrea 1
i:innipcj;
Calgary
!lindaor

no\: CJbC
nou CBI;
not' call

Four high-powered rogional channcla
1460 liJSV tllishington
14(,0 K&TP St,'peul
1470 lILAC t;ashville
1470 KGA Spokane
1480 :[,(D;I Buffo 10
1~30 KCi.:A Olclaho,"a City
1490 ICKY Covington, Ky,
'~90 KFBK Saernm~nto

arc now 1-0 clonra under NARaA:
now II'IOP

now Cincinnati

Th~ "gravey"rd" frequencies wore 1200, 1210, "'0. "70, 1420, and '500 kcs,
1,le.xilliurl pOt,or was 250 watts day And 100 W!ltta night, Regionol frequencica t'oro 5)0-
6)0, 760, 8O0-S'00, 920-950. 1010, 1120, 1220-1.500, "20-,,60, "80-1410, 14)0-1450
Icce, I.;aximum p"lIor WQ8 5 kw dny and 1 kwnight. stations on 1010 kca, wore moved
tc. cleor channels 1n 1941. Four oxporimental atationa operated beyond '500 kcl.:

'5:0 \/1JUj:' :tlterbury, Cohn. now \JTDJC
'5~0 1j!)X!iJC Kanlaa. City doletcd (latcr KPR&)
'550 :i2Xil Long fsland City now I-.t./.XR
'550 ~XAl ilokcuticld, Cal. notl K1'I1C

On 26 .;iI.rch '941,
No chnngc
Up 10 kcs,
Up 20 kOBo
Up '0 kcs,
Up 40 kcs.
Down10 Icca,
To various clear
Other changes

lltat10na chonged their frequencioa a5 foilowsl
550-720 kca,
740-780 and 1190 kca,
790-870 and 1050 kcl.
880-970, 1060-1160, 1200-1450 kea,
980-1040, 1170, 1460-1490 kes.
'500 kca, '
1010 and 1180 ke£,
15~ to '590, 1550 to 1560 kcl.

channels

And that' a how radio W8.8back 1n the; ",. I, almolt evary city ha"ing a ltaUon
sharing timc with another. Brooklyn had 6 ltaUonl of 1ta own, of which 5ahnrcd
timo on 2 fre~uenc10a, 4 on ono of thom' pr.lant rcc policy IOoml to be to havs all
stations operote on tha lam~ frequoncy at the IUla time, hi.
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