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A SILEUT WIGHT
(Well, ©¢,755 Silentl)
by Gene lartin

One station which achieved undying feme in the early days of DXing was KPSH,
Pesadena, Califernin, u 1,0C0-ualt station owned by the Pesadena Star-leve. The
station operoted on 95C, although in ihose days we called that I'regquency 31%,6 neters,
for kilocycles hod not been introduced to thc radio public of the mid-1920's, and
kilchertz wac an inconceivebloe thing that wes not to come mlong until about 30 yeurs
i, the future,

The KPSK leap to fame ceme about because the station owners were out of touck
with what was going or in redio in Jaruary, 1026,

DXing was firmly established as o burgeoning hobby at thet time; almost every
listener was a DXsr. In th: Midwesi, we thrilled to hear KDiA at 30C mcters, Krl at
L46E .5 meters, and PUX, Havana, at 390.8 meters, KFI, incidentally, still trensuits
on 48.5 meters, but net many U.S. stations are still located at the samc spots on
the dial vhich they occupled in 1928,

Onc Sundey night in January, 1926, thc 400 or so existing statione in the U.5.
egreed voluntarily to sign off end lcavec the airweves silent so thet American
listcners could make an effort to hcar Burope, 1 recell it vividly, ond the infor-
mstion frox Cune Allen of Vellejo, California, places the date at Jenuery 24.

Uord of this silent nizit appcarcd in the neuspapers and in Recio Digest, &
weekly publication of that day (15 ccnts) mainly conccrned witi. programs and porson-
alitics of this marvclous ncu toy which bdrousht music, informetion, and cntertaincint
through the "cthsr® into the home. &t that time, it was six or siven years beforc
thc first ncws broadcasis on redio. The first decjay was about 15 ycars into the
i.ture, elthough radic nctworlis were to comc along within one yecar.

1 do not rccall herc in 1972 cxactly hou long that sign-off pcriod lasted, but it
was ot least onc hour, and I bclicve longer thon that. At thut timc, I was 14 years
old, living in 'ichite, Kunsas, ond thc fowily had o fino, ncw radio, a six-tubc
battery set, plus a large loud-spcaoker, about 18 inchcs tall, and at least ten inchds
wide across thc speakcr-opcning. The malie of the radio was Thermiodync; it was onc
of the first sets to fonturc onc main dinl to tuna the broadcast band, but it was
equipped with four vernier dicls to refinc tuning, onc vernicr for cach condenser.

All U.S. statione signcd of{ at the oppointcd hour that pight. The silent peried
began in the arca of 8:00 or 9:00 p.m. EST. I becliove that nll Canadian stations
must have followed suit, as well as the very fcu Cuban and Moxican stations which
cxistced in 1926, 7

1 began the scarch for Europe up et tho top of the dial, 545 mcters (550 kHz),
for thot frcquency boccomcs the "top" wicn your frowe of refecronce is metcrs. The
log books of that day showed that Britain operntcd powerful transmittcrs at Daventry
therc in thc long wave arca. The Thermiodyne, houcver, could not rocch the Daventry
wavclongths,

Stcp-by-stop, I tuncd mcross the dial to hear nothing but tho grumble of static,
the popping of intcrfcrence. Thc South ;lain strectcer linc, on which I lived, kept
right on running during the silent period, now and thcn blankcting reccption with the
unparellecled intericrcnce vhich only o trolley crcates.

All the uay from 550 to 950, thc broadcast band yiclded only audie eilance.
Eighty fcet of overheed long wirc could pick up nothing in the wey of audio.

But herc at 950 was voice, Great cxcitcment! Through the noisc, it bcezme plain
thot the voice wes speaking English. It hcd to be Europel It had to be Englendt

Soon, oftcr adjusting all thc vernicrs, and ccntoring on thc signal, it bceeme
apparcnt that tho broodcost was a church scrvice, It went on ond on, and I began to
doubt thot Europc was coming in, Still, I didn't want to lcavc 950 and look inte
tho other frcqucneics farthor en (96C to about 1380), for I fcarcd loeing vhet 1
hod .

Finally, thcre camc on the hour, I supposc, an znnouncoment: "KPSi, Pasadcnz,
Colifornia.¥ Ané if memery scrvcs me corrcctly, it had becn o broadecast from the
First Baptist Church of Posodcna.

1 recall sccing in Radio Digest later on that listenors across thc nation hecard
KPSK that night and it wae oxplaincd that KPSN's opcrators just didn't know they uere
supposcd to be silcnt at that timg.

A full account of this cxtroordinary ovent in the history of radio could surcly
be found by checking thc filce of thc Now York Timce in late January, 1926, addition
0l informetion might be found in the filces of the Chicago Daily Ncwse, for thc News
was devoting considcrable coverage to rodic developments in thosc deys,

In any cvent, nothing like this night over happened again in U.S. radie; thore
never was an occasion nfter this when nll Amorican statione obscrved a simultancous
sileznt period for the bencfit of DXers. The fact that it happenad at ell, however,
scrvce to indicate thc widesprcad popularity of DXing in 1026.

Gene Allen's recollections on this cvent say thot he received word from Radio
Digest listing an cntire week of trans-Atlontic teets, Jan. 24-30, 1926, He recalls
thzt all U.S. stotions eigned off around 10:00 p.m. CST for this weck. During this
tust period, Allen reportcd rcception of 55V in Scotland hcerd onc night, At that
timc, Allen was living in Doniphan, laneas, thc northcast corncr of the stcte, using
o 3-tubc sct opcratcd on batterics from a super DX spot on a high hill in & rural
arca.

My own rccollections on this event arc ontirely from memory, for I wae only a
couplc of months into DXing vt that time, and had not yet begun tec kecep a logbook.
Neither had Allen, for he wrote we, "I have only mcuorics, o feu verics, and cer-
tificatcs of thosc corly drys,®

Ben Veio of Sam Josc, California, another old-time DXcr, wrotc mc that his log
during January, 1926, docsn't rcflcet anything unusual. In thosc carly deys, of
coursc, DX clubs wcre non-cxistent, and there was no information machincry sct-up
to Wdiasseninzte DXing inforwation to all who might have been intcrested,

.ru allen, who bogan DXing in 1923, even recalle that when he began listcning
to r.aoio, all stetions in the Unitod Stotcs transmittod on the same wave, 360 uctcrs,
llow:days, that wave belongs to UCCO, 24 hours a day, 365 days a ycar.

By late 1925, whcn I bogan listcning, thc upper and lower limits of the brondeast
band worc from 138C to 550.

As to that silent night morc than 45 yoars mgo, onc thing about it sccms notc-
worthy nou, although it didn't scom unusual ot the time., Not ono Spenish-spealiing
station was hoard during thc silcnt period, although nowadnys you would hcar thew on
cvery frequency during such e tecst period. Porhaps it's just as well thet no Latin
Aucrican could be heard thon, for I would surcly have belioved it to be a Spaniard,

--by Gone Martin, 3303 E. Evans Ave., Denver, CO, 80210,



