RADIO HISTORY OFIEN PRESERVED IN CALL LnTThHS
‘,PS ““‘" by Gene Martin

Some ot the nation's largest and best-¥nown radio stetions have call letters
which recell e former slogan once used on the air or which prescrve the initials of
the station founder,

It hes been the gennral rule smong the nation's older stations to prescrve the
originel call lettcrs as they pass tihrough changes of ownership, for each new owner
recognizes the value of the original call,

Thus, WLS, founded by Scars Rocbuck and Co. in the early 1920's, has remained
VLS, though thc ownership chaenged first to "The Frairie Farmer," a magazine, and
later to ABC. But the call lctters still carry a reminder that they once ueant
"Wofld's Largest Storc,"” as intended by thc station founder.

And the radio listcner of forty years ago and morec may recall the Dcep South

accents of Lembdin Kay on VsB giving the station slogan, "liclcome South, Brother."
hc slso would use another slogan, "The Atlanta Journal covers Dixie like the dow.”

And WOV began lifc in Omaha es WAW in thc middle Twenties, but the A was droppcd
out of the call just a few years later whcn the aroy (or wes it the Navy?) surron-
dercd its usc of WO/ as a working call someplace in thc world. In any cvent,. Ol
signified loodmen of thc lorld Life Insurancc Co., thc station founder. ., -

Some additional calls with hiddcn iacanings:

WCCO ¥Mashburn-Crosby Corp., a flour miller

WEEI Edison Electric Illumineting Co.

WKRC Kodel Radio Corp ., how extinct

WoN  Miorld's Grecatest Necwspaper" - maybe it still meens thet

KVKH W, K. hcnderson, probably the most picturcsque station ovncr in

" radio history. He uscd to go on the eir daily and nightly

beginning "hello lWorld," end then he'd spend 15 or 30 minutos
denouncing thc "Dad-blastod Fcderal Radio Cormnission,?

KPRC "Kotton Port-Rail Ccnter"”

KFH “‘ansae' Fincst Hotel, ™ thc Lessen

WCSH Congrcaa Squarc Hotel :

KMBC liidland Broedcesting Co. (has becomc KiBZ now) - -

WRC Radio Corporation (of America) (RCA)

KTRH Rice Hotcl

WAFI ﬁlabama Polytcchnic Inst1tute, was located at Auburn, Ala. in 1926

WMAL M A. Leese

WSMB Saengsr Theetrc & laison Blanche Co.

WREN Jcnny Wren Flour Co. : ,

WICD "vonderful Ielc of Dreams” : ’ . o

WLAC Life end Cecualty Insurance Co,

W¥SYH William S. Walker

WINS 1Intcrnational Ncws SLfViCe (from its Hearst days)

KTHS "Kum to Hot Springs.™. This call now assigned to Berryvillc, ark.,
VBB asslvncd to Hot Springs for morc than 30 years., Thc old
IKTHS is thc ancestor of Littlc Rock's KAAY.

WTIC "The Insurance City"

Ccrtain other slogans mancged to reach print but reprcscnted obvious examplcs of
trying to como up with somothing to fit en essigned call. Most of those were
protebly laughed off thc air thc first time thoy wcre cver actually uscd:

WEBR "We Extend Buffalo's charda“ £ Y - :
WDBO "ley Down by Orlando" ) .
WCCD "londcrful Dynamo of Dixic" - ? i

WiBF "Whcro Historic Blackhawvk Fought™ . : =
W3AL "lorld's Gardcns at Lancaster"
KRLD "Xcep Radic Leoding Dallas"
WFAA M"Working For All Alike"
There is cven hidden mcaning in the 1IBC station brcek chimes, now rarcly uscd,
although I have hcard them rccently on KilBR. (Thcy're still used at stetion-break
tira. on wccizend "loniter" and e fci other IIBC redio fcaturcs, end the G E C themc is

cxpanded in lonitor jingles. -od.) NBC was foundcd by General
Elcciric butl was soon socld to RC.. But thc chimcs had elrcady
teen introduccd on the nctwork nnd FCa kert them through thc years. In musical |

-

tcrms, the chimes arc G E C ¢nd they mcen General Electric Coxmpany.



