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Recently in reading througl-.some of the past articles
which have appeared inDX Honitor, 1 caC1e across two articles
on call letters and slogans (b~th will appear on the 1975
lRCA Reprint list). Since 1 happened to have a copy of the
1938 Radio AtUlual, published by a long-defunct magazine called
Radio Daily, I did some further .investigation on the origins
of call lettera, to supplement the information in the other
two articles.

There is a large group of call letters which are obviously
just abbreviationa of the city of origin. For instance, west,
Charleston, SC; KABR Aberdeen, SO; WFMD,Frederick, 11D;WSPR,
Springfield, MA; and KSFO, San Frandsco, CA are just a few
exa:nples. (By the way, all of the calls which are listed
in thia article are the ones found in 1938; some most likely
have changed calls in the meanwhile..)

Besides these obvious choices, there i. a rather exten-
sive list of call letters where the letters stand for the
initiala of the owner, an affiliated newspaper, or a regional
feature. For instance:

\..'TIIS Santa Barbara, CA
IrJ'HT Hartford, CT
WTIC Hartford, CT
KOTNPi De Bluff, AH
KF\.11Hollywood, CA
WBHPHuntsville, AL
IoIHSDSheffield, AL
wJRDTuscaloosa, AL
KCRJ Jerome, AZ
KTAR Phoenix, AZ.
KPMCBakersfield, cA
KECA Los Angel.., CA
KEHE Los Angeles, CA
KPPC Pasadena CA
KROYSacramento, CA
K.TBSSan Francisco, CA
KVEC San Luia Obispo, CA
Kl'OF Denver, CO
KHAL.Washington, DC
loUTMiami Beach, FL
ijFOY St. Augustine, Ft

w"GSTAtlanta, GA
WCFLChicago, IL

WCRWChicago, IL
w~DC Chicago, IL
WMBIChicago, IL
WTHVEast St. Louis, It

WILL Urbana, IL
WSBT South Bend, IN
WBOWTerre Haute, IN
KWLCDecorah, IA
WSUI Iowa City, IA
KeLO Mason City, lA
KSCJ Sioux City, IA
KTRI .Sioux Ci ty, IA
KFBI Abi lene, KS

KCKN Kansas City, KS
KFKU Lawrence, KS
KSAC Manhattan, KS

WUIIJ Lincoln, ICY
WOHI Owensboro, ICY

KTBS Shreveport, LA
WHAIGreenfield, MA
WMBCDetroit, HI
WJMS Ironwood, HI
WHLBVirginia, MN
WFORHattiesburg, H3
)(fBB Great Falls, NT
KPFA Heleaa, tn'

KDNC Lewiston,NT
KAWHGallup, NM
K\IEWHobb., NM
WBBCBrooklyn, NY
1oi8[)1Buffalo, NY
WSVSBuffalo, NY
WFASNew York, NY
.,AS White Plains, NY

Ft~~~ency
Thomas K. Storke 1220
The Hartford Times 1200

Iravellers Indemnity £0. 1060
"Cotton Center of A1." 1500
Warner Brothers' 950
Bill H.-Pollard 1200
Eusde ~ho.1ls Besting. 1420
James R. Doss, Jr. 1200
Charles Robinson 1310

!he !riz~na !epublic 620
Pioneer MercantileCo. 1550
Iarle £.-~nthony - 1430
owned by !!!...rstnewspaper 780
faaadena !resbyterian...Qt.1210
fu!J.alHiller 1210
Julius Brunton and Sons 1070
Valley Electric Co.- 1200
Eillar £f fire, Inc. 1.180
H.A. Leese 630
A. -Fr;;nk Katzentine 1500
fountain !!of !outh Proper-I210

tle~, Inc.
fA ~chool of !echnology
Chicago Federation of
- !:abor
Clinton R. White
Emil Denemark Co.
Moody-Bible Institute
!he !!ississippi 'yalley

Besting Co. 1500
University of llLlnoil 580
South Bend Trib\.'ne 1360
Banks of Wabash, In<:. 1310.
Luther-CoTIege 1270
Stat" U;iversityof Io...a880
Mason City Globe-Gazette 1210
Sioux City Journal 1330
Sioux CityTribune 1420
Farmers and"B8nkera
- Broadcasti;g Corp.
Kansas Ci ty Kansan
Kansas University-
Kansas State College of- ~ricul ture 580
Lincoln Memorial Univu. 1210
Owen"ber; Messenger &- Inquirer 1500
lri-State ~csting~stem 1450
JohnW. Halgis 1210
!!ichigan ~roadcasting £0.1420
St. James Hotel' 1420
Head-of the Lakes Bcsting1370
Forrest Besting Co-: 1370
f.A. ~uttrey !testing 1280
Peoples Forum of the- !ir. Inc.
.Demoerat-Newa CO.
A.W.Hills -
W.E. i;"11itmore
Brooklyn Besting.Co.
Buffalo E;ening Ne;;;s .
Seneca V'(;eational H.S.
fifth ~;e. ~cating Co.
funk ~. ~ei tz

890

970
1210
1210
1080

1050
1310
1220

1210
1200
1500
1500
1400

900
1370
1300
1210
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Father Jack Pej za

WSJS Winston-Salem, NC WinstonSale~ Journal &
- §.entinel 1310
Qhio §.tate !!,niveraity 570
Stanley M. Krohn 1380
Herbert Lee-!!:!e 1210
QregonState~ricultuul

follege 550
near Coos Bay 1200
!oseburg ~ews-!eview 1500
~eyston ~cstingCo. 1200
O. Lee Stone 1200
Uni;ersity of SD 890
~.~. fatterson- 1420
!he lackson~un 1310
tlemphis fress-~eimitar 1430
~eporter ~eating fo. 1420
Amarillo Globe-Nevs 1410
D.D. Roderick - 1500
G.R. Clough ("Cluff-) 1370
Qil wital Bcating Co. 1210
Port Arthur College 1260
~lamo-!!.esting £0. 1420
W.W. McAllister 1370
Red RT;.r Valley area 1310
Eastern Ut;;h 8csting Co. 1420
~henandoah Valley Besting 550
Richmond Times-Dispatch1500
Washing to; State College 1220
Radio Sales-corp. - 1120
Milwaukee Ne;;;s-Sentinel 1120
The Milwaukee Journal 620.
;ear-Baraboo - 1210
Racine Jo~al-Timea 1370
HonoluluBc.ti~ Co. 1400
home of ";;ny health
clinics, and Kellogg's 1420

\IOSU Columbus, 011

WSMKDayton, 011
WBLYLima, OH
KOAC Corvallis, OR

KOOSHarahfleld, OR
KRNRRoseburg, OR
WKBO Harrisburg, PA

WOtS Florence, SC

KUSD Vermi 11lon, SD
I.:APO Chattanooga, TN
WTJS Jackson, TN

WMPS Memphis, TN

KRBC Ab11ene , TX
KeNC Amarilto, TX
KRODEl Paso, TX
KLUF Galveston, TX
KOCAKilgore, TX
KPAC Port Arthur, TX
KABCSan Antonio, TX
KHACSan Antonio, TX
KRRVSherman, TX
)(£uB Price, UT
WSVAHarrisonburg, VA
WRTDRichmond, VA
KWSCPullman, WA
KRSC Seattle, WI.
WISN Hilwaukee, WI
1.'TMJHilvaukee, WI
WIBU Poynette, WI

WRJN Racine; WI
KHBC Hilo, HI
WELL Battle Creek, HI

It would be hard to. trace now to see whether the calls

came first or the names of the corporations preceded the

assignment of calls. In any case, as Gene Hartin has pointed
out in one of his articles, it probably waan't long befora
someone began using the calls as the letters of a slogan.
A few of the morememorable ones follow:

I haven~t had a chance to research theM stations any
further to see which are still on the air with the calls they
had in 1938. For many of them, their frequendes changedin
1940. It mightbe Interesting if someone would update this
list with the 1975 calls, locations, and frequencies. It also
would be of Interest to add additional call letters for sta-
tiona which weren't on the air in 1938.

KVGB Great aend, KS Voice of Great Bend 1370
KOBHRapid City, SD Call of theBlackHilla 1370

wvrw Brooklyn, NY Voice-of the-Veteransof

foreign ars 1400
WPTF Raleigh, NC e frotect lhe family 680
KVSOArdmore, OK Voice of SouthernOK 1210
WJAG Norfolk, NE ith loy -!nd fladnesa 1060
l.'PG Atlantic: City, NJ The orld's flayground 1100
WSNJ Bridgeton, NJ We Serve NJ 1210
WMPCLapte", HI ere tlanY-freach £hrist

(owned by 1st Hethodiat
Church) 1200

WCHI Ashland, ICY Where Coal HeetsIron 1310
WBNONew Orleans, LA iie Boost Ne;;; Orle;;na 1200
WSUNSt. Petersburg, FL y-§.tay QP orth7 620
KWTOSpringfield,HO eep atching lhe Qzarka 560
WBRKPittfield, MA Voice of theBerkshire.1310
WTOCSa.vannah, GA elcome lo Qur £ity 1260
WGRCNew Albany, IN The feorge !ogera flark

Station 1370
KMA Shenandoah, IA eep 1:111lionsdvised 930
KVCVRedding, CA .Loice of the £,entral

.!!Illey 1100
WHBBSelma, AL Heert of the Black Bel t 1500
KHJ Los Angeles,CA gindness, appiness-and

loy 900

KVOESanta Ana, CA yoice of the Qrang
pire 1500

KTKCTulare, CA Voice of !Ulare and
ings founties 1190

KVORColorado Springs, CO Voice of the Rockh3 1270
KVODDenver, CO yoiee £f Qenver 920


