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One d the mOl's Interettlng pM' d cu
hobby Ia fOl'eIgn DXIng. 0\asIn9 ualo fOl'.
OOW1Irl..can be . big c:haIIenge, and one d the
W2'f' we measure cu r88Ultsl. by the runber d
OOW1Irlelweheel'. As . result, In the 1960'1 the
IACA &sIablshed a Countries Ust. It Included
alerta fOl'determining what . DXcountry reelly Is
(1'. not the l8IIe as a polllc8l country), and
iderdled the DX 00W1Ir1ea.whIc:hhave medium
wave stllllonL As sud1 I. was slrnillar to those
pub_shed fOl'hems and SWLs, but I wal . bI
more specialized. The mai1 JUPOI8 d the Ust
was (and Itil Is) to put everyone on an equal
fooling fOl'contests, achIevemant aw.ds, eta, as
well as incIIYIduaIgoeIl and lIIChIevementL
. Irs be«1 sever. yeers since the UIIwaslut
updated, and the worldhas c:h81geda la Inthose

yeers. So reo::~ I dfered to update the UIIfOl'the dub, the r . ofWhIchappeer her-'h.
. As you look ttvough the 1st, you'l dllIOI:P/er
lots d pIaoea thS obviously ere countries by
sryone's deflnllon. However, there are aher
pIaoea which ere na so obvious choIoea fOl'
InduslonIn the 1st. To give you a better idee of
the retlonlllebehind the Hit, here's the alerlll I
used for estabMshi1gWh8I oonstlates a DX
Country.These alerl8 .e very similarto those
established by the ARRL(fOl'amllt.. awerds)
and NASWA(tOtshortwllYep~poses). .

Moatof us knowinstinctivelywhet a Country
Is: places UkeBrazl, Egypt, France, and many
others oome to mind right -tl:f. Oooaslonally
there are. some borderline cases, so some
objeotlvealerla ere needed. Generally,a country
has most or all of the fOllONlngcharacteristics:
membership In Internlltlonal Otg8l'llzatlons like the
UN,dlplanatlc relations with «her counIrles, Its
owndelense foroes. ourrenoy,tues, laws, eto. If
it doesn1 meet most of these alterla, then it
probllbly iso't an Independent country. HONever, it
m2'f stll be a DX Country for aher reasons,
espeoillllythose outlined betON.

A pert of a country Is ooneidered a separate
OX country r I Is separaiecJ from the rest 01 the
oounry by at leell 225 miles d open wat«, Ot at
least 75 mdes 01 another country. HawaiiIs an
8XlllTlpleof the lormer, Alaska is an exlllTlple at
the latter. TIlere are many other less obvious
examples. such .s Frend"l Polynesia (Tahiti),
Whk:tIIS part 01 France and separatecJ by
thousands at miles at water. SImilarly,the citya

Kaillningrad is separated from the rest 01 Russia
by the Baltic countries. In addition, a t«ritory,
possession, ooIony, sIc can be oonsiderecJ a
separate country 'I It hu a separate administ-
ration from neiQhborlng DXoounIries. An uample
would be the US virgin Islands, which ere close to
Puerto RIco (ooder 75 miles) but qualifies as a
separate country b8C8Use they are separately
governed.
I I'Vedivided the IRCA Cotrtrlea Ust Into ttvee
:OategOtIes: aQlve oountrles, lnadive oountrles,
and deleted countries. AGtlvecountries are those
which owrently have one Ot mOl'e medium wave
broedcast stlllions on the u. If you were to travel
to that oountry todtl:f you would be able to hear
the 10081statlon(s). 1hIs category Includes only

~ whichhllYebroadcast stationsi It does naplaces whichhave my beacons, coastal
stations, weath« stlllions, Ot oth« atllltytrans-
miters wthInthe AMbroadcast bIOi.

InactIVecountries are ones WhIChhave a
permanentpopulationand meet the definitiond a
DXcountry. HC7Nev«,they don't currently have
active medium wlIYebroadoast lIationa. Sev«aI
used to have m8<Jk8nwave activityaI one time,
but don' anyn1Ote.Oth«s, as far as I know,.
haven' ever had a m8<Jk8nwave station, but
there's a rea8orl8blepOMibillythey mighl some
day have one. I had to be a bI )JdICiOUSIn

. choosing the 11IIt« category -there are las of
lnhospIable rocks out In the OO88I'Ia01 the wOl'ld
which hems can legitimately oIaIm as OX ooun-
tries, but no one's likely to bUIldradIO stations on
them. FOt some reason, a ~prlsingly large
percentage 01 African countries dO not have
medlun wlIYe outlets, bat Inllead rely on a
ShOrtWaVeand/or FM to prOvIde broadcast ser-
vloes to their popul8ll1ons. I'Ve tried to indicated In
the Nst wtrf each country Is inactIVe, but In a
oouple a oases there's limply no Indioation In
WRTH and other relerences to determine it there
Is any curent MW aCiIVityat tf1!ltlocation.

The deleted oountrles are onea which don'
exist anymore. ThIs can happen for several
reason.: it m2'f m«g. Intoanoth« country (such
as when East Germany reunled WIth West
Germany), It mtl:f split completely Into other
countries (such as ocwrred recently with Cze-
choslovalda spUttIngInto separate Czech and
Slovak republics).or oontrolmay be transferred
Irom one country to another (such as the Canal
Zone, whichIs now pan 01 Panama). A country
does not cease to exist m«eIy because of
administratIVeor name changes. For example.
when BritishHondurasbecame independent and
changecJita name to BelIzeIn the early 1960's. it
did not become a new DXcountry. In addition,a
country continues to exist even It portion!!01 it
become independent; Yugoslavia sua exists even .
though large portions of became Independent
countries. It's pocslble fOt a deleted country to
become undeletecJ:tor example, Eritreawas once
a separate t«ritory, then became part at Bhlo-
pia, then became an Independentcountry.

TIle list InCludesformer or aIt«nate C'aka")
names, if any, in parentheses aft« each coun.
try's oIficiaior preferrecJname. Each country's

continent is naed In brackets (I.e. [AF) for Africa). Burkina Faso (u-Upper Volta) [AF} .'after 8-5-60
I'Vealso includedvarious notes, such as when It Cambodia (formerlyKampuchee)[AS)
became a country. It a p/ac.e doesn't. have its Cameroon [AF]
own heeding In the WRTH, I'Ve also listed one 01' Canada [HA)
more a its stations to confirmits existence as a Canary Islands[AF]
sop8I'etemediumwlIYeOXCountry. Cayman Islands(NA). scheduledto leave MW

There are a few places whlGhhave appeared 7/93, oorrentstatus unknown
. on past IRCAcountry Hats,but were left off this CentralAfricanRepublic[AF]- Btter8-13-60
. lime booause their status as countri.. Is ques- Ceuta (part 01SpalO,located InMorocco)[AF]

tlonable. The SOUth AfrICan homelands fall Into Chad {AFJ
this category; as f. as I know, only South Africa Chagos Islands (Includes DIego Garcia. aka
thtnks 01 them as Independent. In addition, the British Indian Ocean Territory) IAF]
provtnoes of Jemmu 8I'1d Kashmir hllYe eppeered O'Iamellsiands (part 01 the UK) (EU) -stations
on some OX country lists, apparently because. Include Guernsey-111e &Jersey-I 026

. they 8I'e claimed by both Pakistan and India. Chile[SA)
However, aI the informationI'Veseen, includingChIna(AS)
an Augull 93 ertlde In the Los Angeles TImes. Christmas Island (located In Indian Ocean) rOC)

! Indcates they are bah firmlypart 01 their oneoutleton 1422
i respective countries and not sep..ery admin/a- Cooos-K~ Islands [OC]. one outlet on 1404

tered regions. CoIor11bla

~

SA
Comoros A .

yOU'oomments and questions on this all are Congo A after 8-1~
appreciated. You CS1Wfiteme at 6646 19th Cook I~; rOC)-The NorthCookIslands.8
AvenueNE.5eeaIe, WA98115. f8l'enougt-lromSouthCooks to quarryas II

separllte country, bt.( has no known stlllions
Coralca lEU] -WRTH .lIs outl.-. on 1161 & 1494

AcrIVB COUNTRIBS . Costa Area[NA)
0'.-. (pertofGr--) (EU)- WRTHI.s IInsIn

The followingcountriescurrentlyhave actIVe Iraldlon
mediumwave broadcast stations O'oatIIlIEU]-after &-26-91

QJba (KA)
9Y\)ru8 (AS)

Cyprus, Turkish Fed«ated SI~ -theportion of northern Cyprus ed by
T~key. WRTHHstsoutlets on 1096 & 1494-

Czech Republc (EU)
Dtlnmark [EU)
DJboutI (formerly French Somall8land, Afar &

Issas) [AF]
Dodecenesels (pert QfGreeoe) [EU]
Dominica [HA) .
Dominlc8n Republc (NA)

EaJador ~SA)~~:dorJHA)
England [E )
Erltree [AF]. became part cABhlopla 9-15-93,

th«1 gained independence In eerly 1993
Estonia [EU)
Bhiopia IAF]
Falkland ls/ands [SA) .
F8I'ooIslands [EU)
AI [OC)
An/and lEU)
France EUj
French Guiana [SA(
FrenGh PolyneSia (aka SocIety Islands. Includes

Tat11t1) [Oct
Gabon [AF] -alter 8-17-60
Galapagos Islands(pwt of Ecuador) [SA)
Gambia. The [AF]
G8Otgili (AS)
Germany lEU)
Gibraltar II:U)
Greece (I:U) .

Greenl8l'1d INA)
G~enada (NA)
Guadeloupe (HA(

Afghanlst8l'1 (AS(
Alaska [HAt.
Albania IEU(
Algeria {AF]
Andeman " NIooberIII (pertof India) (AS)-

WRTH Ists AIR stations at Pori Blair
Angola (AF]
Anguilla IHA)
Antigua A Berbuda (NA)
Argcnlna ISA(
Armen18 fAS)
Aruba (sA) -receptions before 1-1-86 count as

Neth Antlles
Alcens/on Is/and (AF]
AUllralialOC)
Austria

~~Azerbal AS(
AzOtes E
Bahemas (HA]
Bahrain (AS)
Balearic Islands (part a Spain) (EU) -Includes

Majorca et III
l:IangIadesh (fOl'maly E Paldllan) (AS(
Barbados (HA)
Belerus (fOl'merly Byelorussia) lEU]
Belau (aka Palau, formerly W. CarOline Is) rOC)
Belgium (EU]
BelIze (formerly Br Honduras) [NA)
BenIn (formerly Dahomey) [AF] -after 8-1-60
Bermuda IHA) .

. BolivIa[sA)
Bosnia-Herzegovina IEU]- after 1()'15-91
Botswana (formerly Bechuanal8l'1d) (AF]
BrIIZiI (SA]

.' British VIrgin Islands (HA(
Brunei [ASLBulgaria(E J



L..I.{-~-;;)..

Guam(oq Mlaonesia(akaE. CarolineIs) (OC)
Guentanamo BayNav. Base(HA). AFRT8-1340 Moldova(fOfmec/yMoldavia)[EU)
Gualemala [HA) , Monaco(EU)
Guinea IAF) Mongolia[A$) .
Gtinea-aiSS&l(famerly'portlJP!leseGuinea)[AF) Montl8lTaI(HA)GUY"

~
Ofmerly'BrGuIena)(SA) Maocco [AF)

Haill(HA Mozambique(AF)
Hawaii( C) . Myenmer(fOfmer/yBurma)(AS)
Honduras(HA) Namibia(IOfmerly'SWAfrica)(AF)
HongKong(AS) Nauru(OC)
HungarylEU) Nepal(AS)
IceI8ndlEU) Neth.Ardee(SA) . Indudes Bonaire" Curacao
India(AS) NfllherlandsfEU)
Indoneaie(AS), NewCaledonialocI
IrternalloriatWillers [oc) . mai'lly IncUIes NewZealand(OC) ,

stallons on boerd 1hIpa; curent operatlona NIcaragua(HA) "

ere locatedelf lhe CO8SIsd Israel" YugosIa- NIger(AF)- after 8-3-60
vI8. Pall wet known operallona have laken NIgeria(AF)
place n- Brl. (many), New Zealand NIUe(oc)
(Redo Hlullkl, late 1960's) and NE US NorfolkIsland(OC)
(RadIoNewyak Irternallonal,l8Ie198as) NorthernIreIerKI(pert d UK)(EU)Ir81
I
AS

b
. NorwaylEU)

Iraq AS Oman(AS -IncludesMasirahIs
Irel8ndII U) , Peldst81 (~ermerly'W Paldsten) (AS)
Isled Man(pert d UK)[EU)-MIN RadIo Panerna (HA)
I.-IAS) Papue NewGuinea(OC)
IIaIy'(eU) Paraguay(SA)
IvoryCOllet(AF)- efter 8-NIO Peru (SA)
Jamaica (HA) PhilipplO8s

L
S)

J 81 (AS Poland EU
J:dan (~) Portug~ (E )
K8IInInarIld(non-oontlguoua pert d Russia) (EU)-Puerto RIco (HA)

WRTH ISIS OUIets on 5498731116' allier (AS)
Kezakhst81 (AS) Reunion (AFJ
Kenya (AF) Romania (EU)
Klrlblld(fermerly'Gilbert III) (OC) , Russia,Asiatic(AS)
KOf8ll,North (OPRK) IAS) Russia, European (EU)
Korea, ScUh (ROK) (As) Saheran Ar~ Republo (Ilka Weslern Sahara)
Kuwait(AS) (fermerly'spanllih Sahara, RIode orO)(AF)
Kyrgyz.81 (fOfmerly'KlrglllzSSR, Klrglzla)(AS) Samoa,AmericanrOC)
LBos(AS) Samoa, Western(OC)
l.8&vIe(EU) SanAndres" Provldencla(part01Colombia)[HA).
Lebanon(As) -WRTHUSisHJMY-910" 'HJPA-1110
Lesotho(termerly'Baautol8nd)(AF) Sao Tome" PrIncIpe(AFJ
l.IJeriaIAF)' SardWlia(partoIlIaIy)(EU)
Ubya (AF) . SeudIArabia

,
AS)

LIhuanIa (EU) &uland (EU
Luxembourg(EU) Senegal(AFJ-8fter 8-20-60
Macao (AS) Seyc11e11es(AF)
MececfoRa (EU)-after 9-6-91 SIerraLoone IAF)
Madagascer (aka MalagasyRep)(AF) Slngapae (AS)
Med_.,sIand.(AF) Slovek Republic (EU)- after 1+93
Malawi(famerly'Nvassaland)(AF) SIovtna (EU)-alter 6-26-91
M8lay8la, EaSI (AS) - after 9-16-63, consiSia 01 Solomon Islands rOC]

Sabah & Sarawak ,Somalia (AF)
M8I8ys/a, WetA IAS) -8fter 9-16-63, consl.. 01 South Afrlca(lndudlng homeland rapubUca)(AF)

permsular Malaysia Sp8lO(EU)
M8Idives(AS) StYILanka (rOfmerly'Srllanka, Ceylon)(AS]
Mali (AF1~ alter 6-20-60 51.Helena(AA
Malta[EU) , '51. KJtts& Nevis(HA)
Manana Islands (aka N Meriana Is) (OC] 51: l.JJcia(NAI
MarshallIslands(OC) 51.PIerre&Mlquelon(HA) ,MartlniquelHA) 51. VIncent (HAl
Mauritania Af) -8fter 8-20-60 SInIMaarten.Saba, " 51 Eu$laslus(HA)-WRTH
MlUltlus( F) UslsPJE3-1120& PJF1-t410
Mayoue (aka MahOfe)(AFJ Sudan (AFJ
Melilla(pert d Spain, located In MOfOCCO)(AF) Suriname (IOfmeclyCutc11GUIana) ISAI
Mexico (HA) Svalbard (Spitzbergen) lEU) -WRTHUsia1465

operated here In 1970s
Rw81da(AF)' SW/FM0C'Itf '
SainI Martin (Frenctl, near Neth Artil8S)

W
HA) .

several FMs OSiedIn WRTH, but no M
San Marino (EU). has sllIIlons. bUtprob FM only
Tristan da CUnha (AF] -SW only
Walvis Bay (non-oonIlguous part d S Africa) (AF).no mCMn MW outlets '

ZImbabwe (IOfmerly Rhod8Sla) (AF) -FM only'

DBLBTBDCOUNTRIBS

SwazJland IAF)
Sweden (EU] ,

Switzerland (EU)
§yrla (AS)
Taiwan (AepubOc 0101Ina) (AS)
Tajklst81 (AS)
Tanzania (famer/y Tanganyika) (AF)
Thelland(eka Slam) (AS)
Togo(AF).Tonga(OC)
Trinidad" Tobago (SA)

I TunlalalAFJ '
Turkey AS) , The followtng COWItrI.. no longer aSi. but

, ,Turkmenlat81(formerly'TurkmenSSR)(AS) wereknown10have had MWslIIIIonLDeilesIn
.Turks" CaIcosIslands (HAl p.erthecea ...e when lhe count~ 10be aTuvw (fOfmerly'EllIceIs) (OC)-after 1-1-76 ._ale excountry. Twodllles e Itdidn«
Uganda'

I
AF) -exist- belOfea "'erlhol4t dill... .

Ukraine EU), '

lk1IedAieb emirates [AS) BrllIihNorth Borneo(OC)-9-15-63 (nowperl 01
; lk1IedStales 01America(HA) Malaysia)
, ,Uruguay (SA) 'C8nIitZone (HA)-9-30-79 (now p81 01 Pan8n.):Uzbekl8t81 (fOfmerly Uzbek SSR) (AS] CZa0Sl0v8lda (EU) - 12-31-92(now CZech "

I VlnJlltu (famer/y NewHebrides)(OC] SlovakRepubIos) '.
; Vallcan (£U) D81ZIg(EU) - 9-1-39 .

, IVenezuela (SA) , Fr. Equ8lorIafAfrica (AF) ..8-16-60~ Ot8d,I !VIetnam (AS) certrlll Afrlcert RepublIc, GabOn, )
., Vlrgtn Islands (US) (HA) Frenc11 Indo-O1Ina (AS) - 12-20060(now Laos,

, Weke Island (OC) V\emam, Cernbodla) ,

Wales lEU) Frenc11 W Afrloa (AF) - 8-6-60(now Mger, Ivory
Weilis .\ Futuna Islands 10<::] co8sI, Bu'kIna Faso, BenIn, M...erIIa, Mal,
Yemen(AS)-famed 6-~-9O by merger 01Yemen Senegal, GuIne8)

Areb Rep" People's Cern Rap 01 Yemen German Oem Rep (EU) - 1()'3-9O(now pert c:I
Yugosiavla(EU) Germany)
Zaire (fOfmerly' BeIQ\8'I Congo) (AF) Goa (AS) - 12.19-61(now perl c:llndla)
Zambia (famerly tforthecn Rhodesia) (AF) GU8'1gdong PenlnlUlaIAS). 8-14-46

, , Kareto-Flrnsh SSR (EM - 7-15-56(nowpert c:I
INACfIVB COUNTRIBS 'Au8sla)' ,

Leewerd Islanda (HA] - 2-27~ (now ver\OUs
The folowlngootI'1trleahave no 1cnoWnm.. ' Islandn8IIons) ,

dun wave .stillion.. Most have had' MW sllIIlona Malaya (AS] -9-15-63 (now pert c:I Malaysia)
which.e no longer on the air. A fM have nw., MII1duIa (M8'IChIgUo) (AS) -Q.16-63 (now p81
as f81as Iknow,hada MWsllIIlon IKj erelsled'd Ql!na) ",' . .
eiltw beoau..1he'f might have one In lhe IWure. NfwfCU1dlancl,& Labrador (HA) - 3-31-49(now

perIod canada) ,
Anderra (EUJ -Two high powered MW sins 0kNwa (Ryukyu Islanda) (AS),- 5-14-72 (now

operllledhereurn. t!S'/y,1980s pert d Japer'l) u , ,
, Ant.atloa (OC)-No known lIatIona lit thl. lime.. PeopIeI DIm Rap 01 Yem.. (Aden) (AS) -
i butlherehavebeensomeInIhepe. ' ' ". 5-21-90(nowpert01Yemen) ., Bhutan (AS] -curently SW/FM 0C'Itf ' PortugUeCe Tlma (OC) -1

.

2-31-61 (now p8It 01
, :BurundI (AF)-InactIVeon MW, now FM/SW cr"lf .' Indonesia). '

; CapeVerdelAF)-now FM 0C'Itf RuInd.Urwd (AF)-7-60 to 6-30-62
iO1rISlmasIsf(Part 01KIribatI)(00] -nowlnacSlveSaer' (EUl-1-3-48 10 12-31-56(nowpert d
i Cyprus,Brill.. Ba... on(EU)-now FMarI'f Germany) . ,

i Easter Island (SA) . the one MW sl8IIon Is 8er8W8k (OC] -9-15-63 (now pert 01 Malaysia), reportedoffIhe'* ' " S<Uh VIetnam (Rap d VIeInwn) (AS) -7-1-76
: EquatalalGUInea(Rlo MlI1I)(AF) -SW/FM only , ': (now pert d VIetnam)

Ghana (AF)-SWIFM only:' Sw81 IliancI (HA)-8-31-72 (now p81 01 HOC'\-
JohnSton ISland (OC)-lnaCCIYe&Rer1977 .. cUBS) , ,
LaooadIve Ilianda (p81 01 India) (AS) no known Tangier (AF)-6-30-60 (now p81 01 MOfOCCO)

" MWslalions.buthas18'geenoughpopul8l~ 1lbec(AS).5-30-74(nowpal 01QIIna)
" 10 jJltIfy aradlo oullet Oftwo ' " '. ',Trleste (£U) . 2.10.47 10 5-1Q.64 (now pert 01
, LOfdHoweIsland(OC)-had MW,nowFMarI'f' , ,Slovenia)' '

UeahI..stein (EU) -authorized 1386 with soacw WeSI Berlin (EU). 10-3-90 (now p81 01Germany)
but has never 8CUYllledII , WlndWerd Islands (HA) . 6-1-61(now verlous

MidwayIliand (OC) -now FMonly , ' Islandnallena) ,

Ogasawara (lamerlY BonIn" VOIc8nO la, In- Yemen Areb Rep. (AS) - 5-21-90 (now pert c:I
elude.IwoJlma)(AS)- noknownMWoutlets Yem..) . ,

Phoenix Islands (part rl KIribatI) (dC) -WXLE Zanzibar (AFJ -8-30-64(now perl 01Tanzania)
{"r"


