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ESKAB PLAM OPTION FOR THE ICOM R71
by Don Moman
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In many cases, especially for weak signal reception, engaging the PLAN,
option can make a substantial improvement in the amount of recovered audio,
The lower frequency audio range in SSE on R71 is very restricted, and the
FLAM board contains a capacitor (22 uF connected between R157 and R158) to
extend the lower tones. Also the 2.8 filter is selected automatically in
the PLAM mode. The overall improvement is impressive, and I find myselfl
using the PLAM mode Just about all the time, even on good strong signals,
The mods I had done to my R71 including the 6 kHz filter, "true" pass band

tuning etc didn't cause any problems and worked even better in conjunction
with the PLAM option.

A PLAM option for the R70 should be avajlable soon. A 4 kHz high
quality crystal filter is alsge available from thisg company, and can be
used anywhere the FL-33 € kHz filter is used. 1In Canada, the PLAM board
will cost Can®229 and the &4 kHz filter is Canj79. They are available from
Shortwave Horizons, #61-52152 Range Rd. 210, 3herwood Park, Alberta T8G 1as,
In the U.S.A4.. they are available from Radio West. (ed. note: according
to Radio lietherlands Media Network, Radio West has changed hands and ie
now in Vista, Ca 92083, but darned if I eould decipher the street address.
Fhone number is now 619—?26-3910.)
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'EwS FROM EUROPE via Ben Peters, except where indicated
One thing for MW DXers to note regarding the JRC liRD-525 is that it

uses a series of indicators on the fluorescent display as a signal strength

“meter”. Fen Peters has found that this indicator does not give a good

idea of what your loop antenna is doing. Nulling, peaking and tuning a

loop are not easy exercises while using the NRD-525, as nulls and peaks are
not defined well by the indicator,
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Edvis, P.0. Box 32001, 5-20064 Malmoe,
R7i PLAM option, is also Proposing to sell a
improved selectivity, an added FLAN circuit a
87-137 MHz. These modifications are apparent
no add-on kits will be sold, just the radios
Radio West will handle these in U S:.a (R.

Sweden, makers of the above
modified JRC MRD-525 with

nd possitly a converter for
ly sufficiently complex that
with options already wired in,
Netherlands Media Network)

-

The Kenwood R-5000, a new 100 kHz to 30 MH
well-known Japanese company--has anyone seen/tried orie yet? This radio is
apparently the receiver section from the Ts-hhos'transceiver, and seems to
be close to the ICOM R-71 in its specifications, that is, fine intermodul-
ation performance and sensitivity (somewhat reduced sensitivity on M),
somewhat less selectivity than desireable without use of optional IF filters,
and any number of bells and whistles, such as keyboard and tuninr knob
frequency selection, 100 memory channels, scanning facilities, zlock/timer,
switchable AGC ard noise blanker, notch filter, "IF shifri” plus various
options. The price is supposed to be similar to that of the R71 {(about
Can¥1200 in Canada according to Don Moman; a bit less than the R?1). This
should be (have been?) available in Europe in the late fall of 198€, so
presumably North American availability will be at a similar time,

2 receiver from this

Two devices are available from Surrey Electroniecs, The Forge, Lucks
Green, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 7RG, England.

The first is their Advanced Active Aerial. Right off, its pPrice of
£500 plus shipping should Stop anyone in their tracks, but although it
seems similar to other active antennas in appearance (a whip and amplifier
placed high up, then coax leading to a control box with attenuators and
tuner next to the receiver), it covers & kHz to 40 MHz, and has a very
high signal handling capability. It is intended to be used near powerful
M% and LW transmitters, yet its sensitivity is claimed to be limited by
atmospheric noise on the tropical bands and lower,

The second device is a considerably modified Yaesu FRG-8800. Mods
include superior IF filteringe, improved asc response, and improved imare
rejection, improved audio quality and S-meter, as well as buffered IF out-
put. Intermodulation distortion at the RF input is not improved. These
modifications appear to be aimed at the commercial monitoring market,
rather than at DXers, and the price is £720 Plus shipping

Further details on either item from Surrey Electronics.
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