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Several receivers, including the R-390A.
power supplies. Like many tubes these days.
~or the ballast ~ubes can be hard to Tind.
helpTul Tor those needing one.

First o~ all, in several publications, including IRCA Reprint M32, it
is stated that the Amperite ballast tube 3HTF4 is a direct replacement
~or the Amperite 3TF7. According to Mr. Frank M. Kretkowski, chieT
engineer and principal ballast tube designer Tor the Amperite Co., there
is no direct replacement Tor the 3TF7 in the R-390A, except the 3TF7A
and the 3TF11. Various publications have made re~erence to interchang- i
ing the 3TF4, 3HTF4, 3TFV4 and 3TF4A, alloT which are incorrect. i

Ballast tube voltage and current ratings received Trom Mr. Kretkowski I

are as Tollows: I

3TF7
3TF7A
.3TF11
3TF4
3TF4A
3HTF4
3TFV4

have ballast tubes in their
replacements or substitutes I

This inTormation may be:
I

8.6-16.6
7.0-14.0
8.0-17.0
4.3-8.3
5.6-8.4
4.3-8.3
4.0-8.5

volts .290-.330
.280-.310
.280-.320
.280-.320
.270-.300
.340-.370
.280-.320

amps

The voltage drop across the 3TF7 in the R-390A is aproximately 12.3:
volts AC. This is considerably outside the operating range oT all.
exce'pt the Tirst three tubes. There would be no regulating capability
and a resulting shortened ballast tube liTe iT one oT the others were
used.(In~ormation via Joe Bunyard)


