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THE HAMMARLUND HQ3-200 - A NOT TOO TFCHNICAL REPORT
by Tom Oarcia ;

This report 4s goinm to be a 1ittle one-sided as I have
had very 1ittle exnerience with any miality receivers other
than the old tube models of the 50's, Three years ago when
I decidad to buy a commnications receiver.l mads my choice
based on published specifications as that was all that was
available to me in central Alaska. Before any readers get the
wrong idea, let me tell you that I do like my HD-200. If the
report ssems to be mostly "gigs" against tha roceiver it's be-
cause of my lack of a comparison item and kmowledes of other
various makes,

The AQ-200 was in the %250 price rangs when I purchased
it new in 1970. It's in an attractive grey metal case and
rather largs and heavy due to its design as a conventional
tube-type receiver, There 18 no built-in speaker and I am us-
ing the Radio Shack commurications speaker which comes in a
grey cage that somewhat matches the H7-200 style. An in-
struction mamal with the receiver was written up as being
excellent in one of the hobby magasines but I did not find
this to be the case, Concerming IF aligmment the marmal
refers to the wrong drawings several timss. Tour figures
concerning antenna types look as though they were drawn by
three different pecple and leave much to be desired considering
antenna connection should be such a simple matter, Another
item in the mamal concerns the hook-up of a signal gensrator,
Tou are told to attach it to the "us lead of the 6EES mixer
grid" when "pin 7 of the SBES would have been much more to the
point for these of us who don't know a bus lead from a control
grid.

The receiver tunes in the ranpe betwean SLO kHz and 30 MHs
in four bands. Dial markines sre at 50 kfAs spacings on the
broadcast band which is a poor setup for this imnortant area
of reception, Band-spread markines are available for ham bands
enly, markings of 0-100 must bs used for other frequencies.
Calibration on the BCB cannot be set up as if 1200 kAz 18 cor-
rect, both ends of tha band will be off (un to 10 kHz) etc.
Dial calibration instructions refer to "slugss and trimmera"
but I haven't found the trirmers vet. A bank of slugs is used,
one for each bind. The cabinat top neods holes, or an access
door, to enable you to pass tuninz wands down to the RF coil
slugs. It is very inconvenient to have to removs ths receiver
from its case for adjustmonts, Fvery time you move to a dif-
ferent section of the BCB you must calibratas arainst a fre-
quency standard as mentioned above.

Local stations put the S-meter to 25 over 3-9 and it has
a total range of 60 over S-9, Strange as it may be, the S-
mater is inoperative during S3B reception, The instruction
marmal directs the user to adjust volume during SSB reception
by setting the volume control at maximum and using the sensi-
tivity control as reruired for audio. The problem here is that
movement of the sensitivity control causes a very slight fre-
quency shift which causes you to lose thm SSB signal or at
least to shift it enourh to make it sound like Nonald Duck.
S3B tuning with this receiver is very difficnlt on the higher
frequencies, Ten meters is almoet impossible as is 15 mnters.
This may be a combination of my tuning technifque and my an-
tonna but in thres vears I haven't been abls to improve the
situation so T am inclined to think that the receiver is
partly at fault dum to insufficient bandsoread width at high-
er frequencies.

Two other comments...I don't like the position of the phone
jack which is on the rear of the receiver. It would be batter
to have it on the front. And the noiss limiter doesn't seem
to have much effect on noise, All it does is reduce total
audio volume. The reduction is so great that distant stations
become unreadable when the noise lirdter is selected.

I hope that these comments will be of use to the member-
ship and once again I ask that you remember that I do not have
other equipment available to compare with the H)-200, Tecause
of that I haven't attempted to report on sensitivity or selec-
tivity and will leave that to other reporters. The major
faults of the receiver are in connection with the dial cali-
bration and the reception of S3B signals. The best feature
is the Q-multiplier system which works very well on the BCB.



