R 3 Lf "OF 2 GRUNDIG AUTOSUPER WELTKLANG 3010A

By Feul Swearingen

As far as I a= concerned, there are auto radios and there are aoutc radios,
but for M4 DA'ing there is the Srundig ~utosuper ~eltklang 3010 a, whatever that
means. This cocpact-car receiver rivals much more expensive receivers with super
selectivity and excellent sensitivity, great audio, and a bonus of mono FM and Li.
Hooked to & 100' longwire, it is as sensitive as =y H+=180, and although it will
tune sost of the L splits heard in hansas it is not quite as selective as the H,-180
but more selective than the Kealistic TRF (12-£55).

In the hovewber-Dececber, 197€, iasue of Zlezentury Zlectronics, Gery Me-
Clellnn described in detail fow to convert autc ra:ios for home use by adiing a
poser sup,ly, speaker, and csbinet. (The article was reprinted in the 1779 Radio
sxzperi senter.) Coincidentally, the radic sho<n cn the first pege of the art Jcle
af;ears tc be ver =ilar to my rx, altaouch his apparently covers the full UZ
F spectrum sni m only tunes to 104.1. Three pushbution=z are used for switching
froz ban2 to band, and = fourth button suwtes th2 scund ... sort of # high-low tone
seitch.

I have nc ides of wiiere you can expect tc find this radic or what ycu micht
expect to pay for it. HKine was part of the desl for » Fiat 550 Jpert Zrupe, but I
found tust the rx 3id nct h-ve enough power tc overcome inherent roa:d noise (part
ef it ‘rec a disintegrating zuffler) and RN from the electrical system. lo I
Fenked it anc tosssd it onto & shelf. Cne day, I decided to wive it A try ... and
discevered that it worked ruch better fror » prower suprly and decent sntenna than
1 hed suspected.

intil 1 can find tize to build a cabinet, 1 have it temrorarily housed in an
cld vears rortable radio case, hooked to the spesker und antenna ... sni the Z-meter!
ie3, by scme trisl-and-error testin: with o VO¥, I found 2 roint that I can use to
ncok up un C-meter isee phote). The arros pointe to tne base of a resister which
exnibits a venerous swcunt of Isai sc that I could attncl & wire tc it znd run it
ts tLe « =i f tie meter. The = cide leads to grouni (the rx chessiz). Be c.reful,
of course, when you colder the wire to the resistur lead so tonet you den't end ugp
fryin, tue resister or vdjucent components.

lar furtzer tc nuhp€ Fower sup-lies, as the present one, intendcd for 10-
volt walkie-tclkies, causer toc zuch hum when the radio is sWitched tec FH. 1 will
slrc aid & better s-zeter, Entannx terminul, recording j=ck, e=arphone juck, etc.

In short, for very little axjonditure, I plun to censtruct a radio which will
becoze =y own oY Aadio!
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The IGF D1iW and t e by Sheldon Remington

There is a digital portable for under $100! The Sony ICP-D11W is an
AM-FM portable about the size of the TRF, and contains an LCD clock/timer
which also functions as a frequency display. Resclution is to 1 kHz on
AM and 10 kHz on FM; tuning is conventional, not synthesized. An AC adapter
is optional; the unit uses 2 D cells, and separate penlight cell for the
display/clock.

Unfortunately, I don't have a Superadio or TRF to compare it with. My
impression has been that it would need modification (Shotgun loop, sharp
filters) to be really hot. Selectivity is adequate for domestics, but not
for splits (except maybe HLAZ-1566). Sensitivity is so-so, not good enough
to pull much in on 650/660 kHz, but it gets INE-521 fairly well. FM
characteristics are likewise typical of modern portables (some overloading
in urban areas}. Audio gquality is outstanding, partly due to-a massive
magnet on the speaker. There is a bit of backlash in the tuning; funny to
gee that on a digital radio.

I tried coupling it to a longwire (it has no axternal antenna connector)
but spurs showed up. Probably with a Shotgun, it would be better for
serious DXing. The ICF-D11W had a list price of $200, but it has apparently
been discontinued, and I bought mine for $100 in San Prancisco. Subsequent-
1y, I have seen them for $90 at E.C. Wenger in Oakland. (ed note: Ben
Peters has seen them for 365 in Amsterdam. He likes his for listening and
waking up to; perhaps not so much for DXing!).

The clock can be set for 24 hour or AM/PM, and it has stayed within a
few seconds over the last & months. The frequency display is called up by
a pushbutton, and it automatically reverts to clock mode after 30 seconds,
a feature I could do without, hi.

The Realistic Timekube: This cute little box is for receiving WWV and
WWVH: it does an outstanding job of it. The circuit is sophisticated for
the price ($35), featuring separate crystal oscillators for 5, 10 and 15
MHz ?very stable), tight AGC, crisp audio, and a whip antenna. I get a lot
of use out of it, keeping track of solar geomagnetic indices. Sensitivity
is very high--I can often get a useable signal with the whip extended only
a few inches.

Power is supplied by an intermal 9-volt battery, which seems to last
forever. It is very handy to just push 3 buttons, choosing the best, and
hear the latest data. WWY reception can be useful in itself as a propa-
gation indicator (aurora causes fluttery signals; high solar activity
brings loud WWVH on 15 MHz etc.) Highly recommended.

THE REALISTIC MODEL 12-173B---A GREAT LITTLE POCKET RADIO
2 by Randy Tomer

After reading a favorable write-up on this radio in the July '81 IDXCSD
tulletin, I decided to purchase cne, since I was not satisfied iith the two
pocket portables that I already owned. I was quite pleasantly surprised,
and although I'm not trying to pass this radio off as being as good as a
¥?:élit}chRF. it is clearly superior to all other radios of its type that

rled.

Internal circuitry consists mainly of a mixer and two IF transist
followed by an IC. Power is derived from four AA cells insteagaoglihsrzéual
9 volt rectangular battery or two AA cells found in radies of this type, so
tattery life is good and there's plenty of audio punch. Selectivity is very
good for this type of radio. One of my selectivity tests is to see how
well a radio can pull in KCRE-1310 (70 miles away) midday next to nearby
KAT@-ljhO. The 12-173B pulls in KCRE with ease, while my other pocket
radios can't. (Even my FRG-7 has a hard time getting KCRE.) Audio is
extremely crisp and clean sounding--almost FM-like in quality. When listen-
ing to dlstgnt stations at night, it seems to cope well with fading, so
velume readjustments can be kept to a minimum, compared to similar radies.

The rotary type tuning dial is much larger than tho i i

and fa;lbrgt;an is fairly accurate, makfng station ?gnégn;t?:{aggzsf; :::;08

Drift is mlnlmal._ The radio has the usual mini-jack for phones or externai

s?eiker. plus an input jgck for 6 volts DC, for battery elimination. I

;ége ggemigglzgﬂcgagh: E}gg/lg; ortcontinuous tone control, but it doesn't.
i igh side, too hi if you i

phopes.'but fine otherwise. Believe it Eﬁ notf bu%izgzz ;;tih:t:;fi ocket

radio I've ever heard that music is actually enjoyable to listen to 02!

So, for $10.95, not a bad little radi
X t allt
disadvantages that are common to all iy
S pocket radies. For one, itivi i
n:t exactly in the TRF/Superadio class. For another, it surre::RF;SQV1ty &
ﬁégféwgve bleedthrough--hams, RTTY, code and SWBC have all been heard cn m
g 3bﬁt gn:ozimgoinghaugniiEx wa:hcoﬁing in awfully well for 1 PM local.y
time, ou was e VOA, loud and clear! Still i
radio for such a low price, and pl it : o vapens
g ' placing it near a tuneab
Spurious problems when “"critical®™ reception is desired. o o e

It does have some




