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INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 5

The idea for this book was first discussed some three years ago by
myself and Russ Edmunds. The concept was then presented to those in
attendance at the 1981 N.R.C. Convention at Rockaway N.J., and shortly
thereafter was underway as a project. The early tasks were slow and
often difficult -~ uncovering material relating to the early years of
both NRC and the BCB DX hobby in general, and recruiting and organizing
a staff of NRCers to work on the book together as a team.

After many frustrating months of chasing down leads that were often
dead=ended and confronting some apathy in a few of those contacted, we
nevertheless arrived at a point where we had collectively corralled
enough historical material. We had also evolved into a team dedicated
to producing a top quality product. Eight issues of a project newsletter
were published as a way of keeping us collectively organized and informed.
Several meetings were held. Carleton Lord organized a Fall 1982 meet in
Harrisburg Pa., attended by several former members from the club's early
days. I journeyed to meet with Ray laRocque, former RADEX DX Editor, who
had been out of the hobby for some 40 years. A meet was held in New Jersey
in February 1983, attended by Carleton and Betty Lord, Kermit Geary, Paul
Mount, Chris Hansen, Gene Bataille, and myself, and a final meet was held
here in May 1983, with several people coming some distance: the Lords,

Bob Curtis, and Andy Rugg. It has been a long tedious task for all of us,
and I can say that everyone on the project has expended much personal
time, effort and expense.

The intent of this book is not to attempt to exhaustively document
the entire history of NRC and BCB DXing in complete detail. Rather, it
is to lay a foundation for future historical work, some of it already
being planned. The emphasis is on the early years in the history, which
were rapidly increasing in danger of being lost forever. Thus our focus
is on the early years through the 1950's. Of all those polled on what
they might want to see in the book, it was a near unanimous opinion that
the early years should be emphasized. Our hobby changed appreciably in
the 1950's and the story of the early years will be new to most all of
our cgrrent membership. The club history, however, is complete from 1933
to 1983.

We have done our best at presenting accurate and impartial accounts.
We have accentuated the positive, and have gone out of our way avoiding
documenting of negative historical events, real z2: they may have been.
Eventually, this book will likely have a second edition, with additions
to current features, corrections, and planned new features.

Copies of this book will be sent to The Library of Congress, The
American Radio Relay League Library, and others for inclusion in their
archives of publications on the history of radio.

— ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS —

Special thanks to other feature writers: Robert A. Curtis of Colchester
Vermont, Russell J. Edmunds of Blue Bell Pa., Kermit Geary of Walnutport
Pa., Christian P. Hansen of Bronx N.Y., Carleton Lord of Corning N.Y.,
Paul R. Mount of Teaneck N.J., Andrew F. Rugg of Ile des Soeurs Quebec,
Jerry Starr of Hubbard Ohio, and Richard S. Truax of Louisville Ky., who
handled the printing of the book.
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Special thanks also to vario#® former members who helped us with
the project: club founder Rebert Weaver of York Pa., J. Warren Routzahn
also of York Pa, and a long ‘time member starting in the club's first
year (1933), Fred van Voorhees - 1st IDXD Editor, and Ray laRocque -
founder of NeW England Radio Club and Victory Radio Club and writer
and editor RADEX and All Wave Radio magazines.

gginks also to Joseph B, Cooper, son of our beloved Richard H. Cooper,
and to my father William N, Farmerie who did the cover lettering,

For help and moral support, thanks to Bill Bailey, Bill Grant, Mark
Connelly, Craig Healy, Howard Kemp, Carroll Weyrich, Peter V. Taylor,
Stan Morss, Bob Knox, Ron Musco, Roger Giannini, and Harold Whittier,

And finally, my personal acknowledgement to a few of those departed
persons in NRC's history that have stood out in my mind, who are all gone
but not forgotten: Harry Gordon, Ray B. Edge, Harold F. Wagner, Eldon Addy,
Carroll Seth, Joseph J. Becker Sr., Joseph B, "Pat" Reilley, Ralph Johanns,
Miss Ida Henninger - our first lady member, Leo Herz, Joseph W, Brauner,
Norm Maguire, Evan Roberts, Charles Porter Atherton, Hal Williams, Bob

Botzum, and others too numerous to mention. Their spirit has been deeply
felt.

And, perhaps for posterity I should say to those who will write the
NRC 100th Anniversary Book - "Hey guys, this all really happened !".

~Tow

William T. Farmerie

Book Editor

Grafton Massachusetts USA
June 12, 1983



THE BEGINNING OF THE NATIONAL RADIO CLUB - Robert H. Weaver

When I was in my early twenties, I got a lot of enjovment out of trying

to receive as many radio stations on the hroadcast band as I possibly
could. T looked around for some kind of a club which T felt might help

mv efforts; the only ones I recall now were the NNRC - Newark News Radio
Club, the CDXC - The Canadian DX Club, and the TDXC - The Transcontinental
DX Club of Hawthorne, NJ. I finallv decided to join the TDXC, where 1
enjoved a memhership for a vear or two before the club was finally dis-
banded.

I had made the acquaintance of several other DY 'ers from the York and
Lancaster areas, namelv J. Warren Routzahr, Harold Criswell, Arthur
Brackhill of Lancaster and Luther Grim of Red Lion, Pa.

T discussed the formation of the National Radio Club with Art Brackbill

and we decided to go ahead with 1t. We began to put out a weekly DX Bulletin
containing DX news and tips. At first we made carbon copies,but we soon
bought a small mimeograph machine and it was then that we began putting

out a regular bulletin. Our membership grew slowlv, but we had members

who were well-known nationally like Pat Reilley, Joe Brauner, Joe Becker

and C, G. Huber,

We appointed a committee to contact veople at the various broadcast sta-
tions requesting that thev schedule a "DX Special” for the N.R.C. We were
quite successful because this really gave some of these stations an appor-
tunity to see how far away thev could be received.

Then we came up with the idea of trving to line stations up for a "special"
on a state basis. The first state we tried this on was Wisconsin, and we had
about 10 stations from that area who joined in. We called in "Wisconsin on
the Air." We did this with several other states, hut never enjoyed the suc-
cess we had with Wisconsin.

e would receive letters from our various members and each week, we'd try
to glean the most interesting facts from these letters, and in this way the
fellows were able to tell the other members about their latest "catches."

Then, as {f to help the DX'ers, the F.C.C. decided to hold monthly frequency
checks of the various radio stations on gravevard frequencies. I don't re-
call how many, but there must have heen two to three hundred stations that
would test every month. At that time, the other stations operating on the
same frequency vere required to sign off and thus provide a clear channel
shot at some very desirable catches.

Around this time a station known as "Poste Parisien" began transmitting the
results of cricket matches being held in Australia and New Zealand, and
every morning at 2:12 a.m. E.S.T. these games would begin. This was the
first encounter many of our members had with trans-oceanic reception.



Also around this time, the Bureau of Standards in Washington, D. C.
began conducting tests with several stations in South America. I
rememher that LR-5 in Buenos Aires was one, and I think that LS-1 was
another. If mv memory serves me well, CX-26 in Montevideo, Uruguay
was another station involved. This gave us an opportunity to listen to
our South American neighbors.

The Bureau of Standards also conducted some tests with stations in
England, but try as I might, I do not recall the call letters of the
stations involved. However, this gave us a chance to pick up some of
our English cousins in Great Britain.

The one good opportunitv to pick up British stations was during that
period when King George V , who preceded King George VI,was 11l; in
fact he died at that time. The British broadcasting stations maintained
a 24 hour vigil giving reports around the clock on his condition. I
recall receiving more than 20 stations from Fngland during that period.

Some of the stations that the Eastern members used to try to receive
were 10AT at Trail, British Columbia, and a 10-BC, another station in
British Columbia. Both of these stations used a power output of only
10 watts. T always presonally felt that 10-AT was one of my very bhest
catches. At that time there were several stations around the country
that operated with less than 100 watts of power. There was a 15-watter
in Greenville, Texas which came in very well in the East.

Some of us were successful in receiving several stations from 'down
under”". T recall having received 3 or 4 stations from our Australian
and New Zealand cousins.

Vhen the NRC first started, there was only one station in Wvoming, and
it had call letters of KDFN, and it was the one station that many of our
members needed to complete hearing at least one station from every state
in the Union.

The NRC held several conventions in York, which were held at my home,
which was then 603 w. Market St. Some of the o0ld timers that I recall
attending these conventions were Clifford Van Tassel, from Pleasantville
N.Y., Ida C. Henninger from Allentown, Pa., who was the only female
member who ever attended a convention in York, and Jack Thompson from
Bethlehem, Pa.

I shall alwavs remember the MRC with a great fondness in my heart,
for I met and cherished the friendship of manv of the "guvs" I met
through the club.

Edited and retyped by Russell J., Edmunds



N.R.C. - THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS

FOREWORD: Data contained herein is taken at face value from the
pages of DX NEWS, and accuracy of the information found
therein is presumed. Inevitably, some historical facts
are missing, and, as early club records are virtually
nonexistant save for DX NEWS, and, as there have been no
copies found of the first ten issues from 1933, additions
and/or corrections are solicited. Tabular information on
editors is included only for columns which were either in
existence for at least two years. The author would like
to acknowledge the efforts of Kermit Geary, Tom Farmerie,
and Rick Evans in the research of data for this article.

The National Radio Club was founded over Labor Day Weekend, 1933, in Farquar
Park, York, Pennsylvania. Its original officers were Robert H. Weaver, Presi-
dent; Ernest Black, Vice President; C. G. Huber, Advertising Chairman; Keith
L. Freas, Contest Manager; and Arthur Collins, CPC Chairman. The club was
founded out of a mutual interest in Broadcast Band DX'ing, and the need for

a BCB club, as several other clubs of the era were either non-specialised
and/or short-lived. The bulletins were carboned, as membership was both

small and regional.

In October, 1933, the Buffalo Evening News Radio Club was merged into the
fledgling NRC. In January 1934, the Atlantic Radio Club merged in, and in
February, The Central DX Club joined ir also. J. Warren Routzahn and Harold
Criswell were appointea Secretary and Treasurer. A major activity of

the club at that time was the "Singleton/Eliminator Contest" wherein the
first member to receive a verification from a station was credited with a
"Singleton" and the second with an "Eliminator". Details of this contest,
which was common to many clubs at the time are found in Carleton Lord's
article on the history of DX.

In April of 1934, the NRC received its first

foreign member, Alec Kinghorn, of Havana, : NATIONAL
Cuba. In June of that year, the club held RADIO
its first annual convention, at Bob Weaver's cLuB
home in York. Joseph Becker, Sr., was ap- YORK PENN

pointed a Vice President shortly thereafter.
John E. A. Sanderson of Dunedin, New Zealand
became the first member from 'Down Under" in The First NRC Emblem
October.

In 1935, the NRC's first appointed Board of Directors took office, holding
their first meeting late that year. These were Harold Criswell, J. Warren
Routzahn, Carl L. Byers, R. C. Martin and Luther Grim. October 1935 saw the
inception of National Post Observers. These were appointed, one to a state
except for New York, which had two, and their reports evolved into the NPO
Reports column. Each was assigned a number, and 17 were issued. The use of
numbers was discontinued in February 1936, although the "positions" appeared

until September 1938, when all members were able to submit Listening Post
Observer reports.
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The first NRC logo or emblem appeared early on, and its exact origins and
designer are unknown. It is pictured on the previous page. The second and
current one was designed by Harold Burstrom, and first appeared in November
of 1937. :

The first elected Board of Directors took office in March of 1938. (A table
of members of the Board from 1938 up to the reorganization in 1959 appears
on the following page.) Throughout the years when Bob Weaver published DX
NEWS (1933-37), as well as through Harry Gordon's tenure (1937-40), the
club remained essentially a regional one. A shortwave column appeared in
1935, and ran through 1944, and an Amateur column debuted in 1937 and ran
for three years. The bulletins of the time were nearly equally divided be-
tween shortwave, amateur, and broadcast band.

Even in the earliest days, the club sold
items such as club stationery (55¢ per
hundred in 1934); emblem stickers (20¢
per hundred); photostamps bearing a like-
ness of the member (25 for 50¢ in 1939);
car plates (15¢ apiece in 1940); and em-
blem buttons (50¢ each in 1940).

The club still retained a regional nature
into the early forties, with most of the
membership in the Northeast, although it
The second and was attracting more members from other
current emblem areas along the way.

The War years brought many changes. LPO Reports featured a section called
"Yanks in the Ranks" containing reports and letters from members serving

in the military. A Serviceman's Fund was established with 25¢ contributions
by members to defray the continued dues costs of members in the armed forces.

In January of 1941, the first red NRC DX NEWS masthead appeared, featuring
the club logo. By 1944, the club had returned to its origins as a BCB-only
club with the demise of the Shortwave section for a lack of interest. There
was still no section for foreign DX (that would come later), and both dom-
estic and foreign DX appeared in Kiocycle Komments (1940-43) and Frequency
Frolics (1943-46). A bulletin of April 1944 advised of the fact that Sgt.
James Walker, a member, was killed in action in the war.

3]
Date. 7//3:5 .......
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. The oldest known memherchin card



1935-1959

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS

Eldon Addy 8/41 - 8/45: 5/47 - 9/51
Fred W. Alfred 11/40 - 8/41
Albert J. Bartholomew 8/41 - 8/43; 9/46 - 5/47

Grant Batson 8/45 - S/47
Joseph J. Becker 1/38 - 9/46; 5/47 - 9/51
Robert Botzum 4/39 - 8/41; 8/43 - 8/45

Arthur Brackbill 1/38 - 4/39
Joseph W. Brauner 9/50 - 6/56
‘ Thomas Carberrv 6/48 - 9/50
Peter Clarius 4/39 - 8/41
| Charles Conlev 4/54 - 9/55
Frnest R. Cooper 8/42 - 9/59
Richard H, Coover 1/38 - 2/47; 6/48 - 9/50

Max Demuling 7/40 - 8/41
Rav B. Edge 5/47 - 9/59
Edward Feichtner 4/39 - 8/41
Robert Gorsuch 9/52 - 8/57
Leo Herz 4/39 - 8/45; 5/47 - 8/49; 9/50 - 9/51
Henrv Holbrook 9/55 - 9/59
John  Horner 1/38 - 4/39
Rarndoloh Hunt 7/40 - 8/42
Ralph Johanns 9/46 -~ 4/54
Arthur Johnson 1/38 - 7/40
Dr. John Kirk R/45 ~ 9/46
Len Kruse 9/46 - 9/59
Roger Legge 8/43 - 8/45

Lawrence Lundberg 1/38 - 4/39; 7/40 - 8/41

Norman Maguire 8/43 - 8/45; 9/50 - 9/51; 6/56 - 8/57
Stephen Mann 7/40 - 8/43; 9/46 - 5/47; 9/52 - 4/54
Alexander Maley 5/47 - 6/48; 7/49 - 9/50

Phillip Nichols 8/45 - 9/46

J. B, "Pat" Reillev 4/39 - 7/49; 8/50 - 9/59

J. Warren Routzahn 1/38 - 7/40

Jack Siringer 11/40 - 8/43

C. M. Stanbury II 8/57 - 9/59

Sidney Steele 5/47 - 6/48; 8/57 - 9/59

Merlin Steen 11/40 - 8/41

Harold Stein 9/51 - 9/52

William H., Stomne 1/38 - 7/40: 8/45 - 9/46

Herbert Tucker 1/38 - 4/39

Fred Von Voorhees 8/41 - 6/48: 7/49 - 9/50: Q/51 - 9/59
Henry Ward 4/54 - 9/59

James Wedewer 8/43 - 8/45

Harold Williams 9/51 - 9/59

WWWW

BoD Chairmen

William H. Stone 1938-39 Fred Von Voorhees 1947-

Randoloh Hunt 1940-41 Leo Herz 1947-48
Leo Herz 1941-42 Ray B. Edge 1949-50
Richard H. Coover 1042-43 J. B."Pat" Reilley 1950-51
Al Bartholomew 194345 Len Kruse 1951-52
Fred Von Voorhees 1945-46 Joseph ¥, Brauner 1952-54
Richard H, Cooper 1946-47 Robert Gorsuch 1954-57

Steve Mann 1947~ Henry Ward 1957-59



Following the war, the club became more of a national organization, although
there were only 96 members of one or more years' membership (the criterion
for voting) as late as 1949. The redoubtable Ernie Cooper took over 'Tips
and LPO Reports" and retitled it "Musings of the Members' in 1946. At the
same time, he took over "Frequency Frolics" and renamed it "DX Down The

’ Dial' Throughout much of wartime, both columns had been edited by the work-
horse Publisher, Ray Edge. Ray had almost singlehandedly operated the club

’ since 1940. When measured in terms of dedication to the club and efforts in
its behalf, Ernie Cooper and Ray Edge have no peers. Had it not been for Ray,

’ the club might have perished on three separate occasions when he took the

| publishing reins when there were no other takers.

I

|

|

mmmmm

NRC MEMBERSHIP DUES

TD:E PERIOD FIRST CLASS  THIRD CLASS

Aug. 1933 - Oct, 12, 1937 - $ 1.50 /year
Oct. 12, 1937 - March 6, 1939 - 1.75 .

: March 6, 1939 - Jan. 25, 1947 - 2.00
Jan. 25, 1947 = Jan. 1, 1949 - 2.50
Jan, 1, 1949 - Nov. 1, 1955 - 3.00
Nov. 1, 1955 - Aug. 31, 1965 - 4.00

| Aug. 31, 1965 - Feb. 1, 1968 $7.75 5.00
Feb. 1, 1968 - Jan. 1, 1972 10.00 7.50
Jan. 1, 1972 - Jan. 9, 1974 13.00 10.75#%
Jan. 9, 1974 - Jan. 1, 1976 14.00 S

| Jan. 1, 1976 - Jan, 1, 1980 15.00 -
Jan. 1, 1980 - 17.00

* Third Class Mailing was discontinued on Sept. 29, 1973.

o e S e e e e e T T T e et dtedndidndads.

In 1950, the Servicemen's Fund was reinstituted for those members serving
in Korea. The NRC's first foreign column appeared in 1951.Throughout the
1950's, various DX-related humour columns appeared, and often exceeded one
page. Bulletins were generally 10 pages, for reasons of economics. In
1955, there were still only 121 members eligible to vote for the Board

of Directors.

- R
Xational Radio Club |
' 317 €ast 10t Fy  Grie, Pa. '
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EDITORS

Shortwave Dept.

Ed Brandon
(Stuart Leland alias)
Arthur Johnson
Kermit Geary

Anne Eder
Lawrence Lundberg
Fred W. Alfred
Lawrence Lundberg
Fred Von Voorhees
Ray B. Edge

James Wedewer

Ray B. Edge

Foreign DX Digest

Fred Von Voorhees

International DX Digest

Fred Von Voorhees
Peter V. Taylor
John A. Callarman
Gordon P. Nelson
Robert L. Foxworth
Page E. Taylor
Alan Merriman
Chuck Hutton

Reports from NPO's

Robert H. Weaver
Harry M. Gordon

LPO Reports

Richard H. Cooper and
Peter Clarius

Tips and LPO Reports

Richard H. Cooper
Harold Wagner
Ray B. Edge

Musings of the Members

Ernest R. Cooper
Paul Swearingen

1935-36
1936-37
1937-37
1937-38
1938-39
1939-40
1940-41
1941-43
1943-43
1943-43
1943-44

1951-53

1953-62
1962-64
1964-66
1966-68
1968-72
1972-73
1973-78
1978-

1935-38
1938-38

1938-39

1939-40
1940-40
1940-46

1946-82
1982-

Kilocycle Komments

Ray B. Edge

Frequency Frolics

Ray B. Edge

DX Down the Dial

Ernest R. Cooper
Vincent Stasen
Ray B. Edge
Harold Wagner
Ray B. Edge

(DX Down the Dial, Western Style)

1940-43

1943-46

1946-47
1947-48
1948-48
1948-50
1950-54

Roy H. Millar

Alexander McKenzie
Harold Wagner

C. M. Stanbury II
Ray B. Edge
Everett Johnson
Joseph W. Brauner
John A. Callarman

Domestic DX Digest

Randall Kane
Russell J. Edmunds
H. Wes Boyd

Eric Rittenhouse

Ray Arruda
Dave Schmidt

1953-54

1954-55
1955-55
1955-58
1958-59
1959-64
1964-67
1967-67

1967-70
1970-73
1973-77
1977-78
1978-80
1980-

Supremacy Ratings (Foreign)

Frank Wheeler 1942-51
Fred Von Voorhees 1952-57
C. P. Atherton 1957-60
Henry J. Wilkinson 1960-65
Norman Maguire 196 5-75
Foreign DX Achievements

Norman Maguire 1975-77
International DX Achievements
Norman Maguire 1977-80
Paul Swearingen 1980-82
Malcolm Maxwell 1982~

13



Domestic Supremacy Ratings DXtras
Robert Karchevski 1970-75

East - Eric DiRicco 1971-73
West - Blake Lawrence 1971-73
Domestic DX Achievements

Robert Karchevski 1975-75
Charles A. Wolff 1975-77 Amateur Hilights
Robert C. Walker 1977-78
Donald E. Erickson 1978-

Boris Kozel 1937-38

Cyrus Will 1938-40
Graveyard DX Achievements Stephen A. Mann 1940-40
Harry J. Hayes 1977-78 The TV DX'er
William Hale 1978-80
William Bergadano 1980-81 Henry A. Ward 1952-55
Richard Carr 1981-

The Medium W 1600~ o
- edium Waves (1600-4000kc.)

Fred Von Voorhees 1939-40
Robert J. Spearel 1974-75 ¢

John C. McColman 1975-77

Commercial Shortwav b
Russell J. Edmunds 1977- es (as above)

Fred Von Voorhees 1940-41
Verie Signers

Ernest R. Cooper 1951-64
Russell J. Edmunds 1964-67
Ernest R. Cooper 1967-82
Wayne Heinen 1982~

Once again in the 1950's, the NRC became, for a period of a few years,
multiband club. A TV column, "The TV DX'er" was introduced in 1952, and
ran through 1955. This column, edited by Hank Ward, was quite popular.
In 1956-57, Utilities Unlimited appeared as a subsection of DXDD under
the editorship of C. M. Stanbury II. This column covered the SW utili-
ies bands above the BCB. From 1957 on, however, the BCB-only tradition
returned, and remained until recently when the immediately-adjacent
longwave and beacon portions have been added.

Major changes in the government of the club over the next several years
started to emerge in 1957, when several abrupt resignations on the
Board of Directors led to a suspension of the Board for a time, with
Publisher Ray Edge and Executive Secretary Harold Wagner assuming all

official activities from December 1957 to April 1958. The 1958 elections
were suspended and the current and reinstated members continued in office

pending the resolution of the form of government to run the club in the
future. '
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Cambridge, Wis.

Robert H. Weaver

Harry M. Gordon

Ray B. Edge

Harold F. Wagner

Peter Hanson, Ken Mayleth

Peter P. Bretz, Alexander

Harold F. Wagner

John A. Callarman

Ray B. Edge

Richard H. Cooper

John A. Callarman

Boston Publishing Comm.

North Jersey Publ. Comm.

Louisville Publ. Comm.

Cambridge Publ. Comm.
(Mike & Sue Knitter)

* Boston Publishing Committee: Gordon P. Nelson, George Kelley, Randall Kane,
Thomas Holmes, Raymond Moore, Mark Katz, Phil Sullivan, Geoff Fox, Robert
Karchevski, Stanwood R. Morss, Chuck Rossier, Bart Cronin.

*

Sampson, Steve Bohac, Robert G. Stonier.

*

North Jersey Publishing Committee: Russell J. Edmunds. Page E. Taylor, John

Louisville Publishing Committee: William "Pat' Hartlage, Richard Truax, Ted

Fleischaker, Wayne Murphy, Robert C. Walker, David Peters, Gary Atkins,
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McKenzie

*

x

*
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On January 1, 1959, the revised constitution and by-laws took effect,
and the Board of Directors was replaced by an Advisory Council comprised
of three members elected geographically: Pat Reilley, Ev Johnson, and
Roy Millar. This form of government lasted only until September of that
year when personal matters caused Hal Wagner to step aside. Ray Edge
once again volunteered to publish the bulletin, and made several new
proposals for restructuring the club government which were unanimously
adopted at the 1959 Omaha convention. The new govenment was the fore-
bear of today's NRC, in that the basic principle was that those who
would govern the club would be those who performed the lion's share

of the club work; at that time, the Executive Secretary/Publisher, the
Musings Editor, and the International Editor. While today, the Execu-
tive Secretary/Publisher has given way to Publishing Committees due

to the rapid growth of the club of the past decade, and other editors,
notably the Domestic Editor have been added, the basic form of government
has not changed.

This state of affairs did not come about without difficulty, however,
as in 1963, a movement took hold to restore elected representative
government to the NRC. This movement culminated in the 1963 Denver
convention, which proposed a new government, constitution and by-laws.
This was rejected by the existing governing board, and ultimately led
to the formation of the National Radio Club, Inc. (NRCI), which shortly
became the International Radio Club of America (IRCA), which has re-
cently celebrated its 20th anniversary. Despite this rocky period in
its history, the NRC soon embarked on its biggest growth period ever.

This time period was not without other sorrows, as an automobile crash
killed three members on their way to the 1962 Indianapolis convention.
Carroll Seth, Francis Nittler, and Harold Wagner all perished in this
tragedy. Their deaths were followed in short order by the deaths of
former directors Pat Reilley and Grant Batson from other causes. Just
three years later, after he had turned over the publishing reins for
the third and final time, Ray Edge, his wife Kate, and three of their
grandchildren were killed in a crash in Corning, New York.

et e e e e ™ gy

Club Presidents Courtesy Programs

Robert H. Weaver 1933-37

Arthur J. Parfitt 1937-38 : CPC Chairmen

Harrv M, fordon 1938-40 ‘

Joseph Becker, Sr. 1940-46 Arthur Collins 1933-35

J. B."Pat" Reilley 1946-47 Arthur Brackbill 1935-42

Joseph Becker, Sr. 1947-51 Ernest R. Cooper 1942-47

Ray B. Edge 1951-59 Kermit Geary 1947-48
Eldon Addy 1948-51

Executive Secretaries Richard Northup 1951~52
Sidney Rosenbaum 1952-56

Rav B. Fdge 1959-63 Francis Nittler 1956-62

Richard H. Cooper 1963-67

John A. Callarman 1967-68 g:ﬁ?gnoziélzbury 196263
Publishing Comm. Coordinators Stef Krieger 1963-64
David Oved 1964-65
Gordon P. Nelson 1968-73 Alan Merriman 1965-68
Russell J. Edmunds 1973-77 Jerry Starr 1968-77
Ted Fleischaker  1977-78 Neil Zank B
Pat Hartlage 1978-8n
Dick Truax 1980-82

~ Mike Rnitter = ]982. Eeememl
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In 1968, the club, primarily spurred by Publisher John Callarman, embarked
upon a new and ambitious project -- The NRC Domestic Log. In its first edi-
tion, the log was mimeographed, with John and Bob Karchevski doing yeoman
work. As we now know, the log has grown and continued to the current 200-
plus page spiral-bound offset volume we use today.

Later that year, John Callarman had to relinquish his duties, and for a

time, there was talk of a re-merger with the IRCA. This did not come to pass,
and the Boston Publishing Committee came into being. One of the first orders
of business for the new group was one to streamline operations and improve
bulletin quality by turning to offset printing for DX NEWS. This was accom-
plished on January 11, 1969, in a 7 by 8% inch booklet format. In October

of that year, the size was reduced to 5% by 8% inches, along with a slight
print-size reduction to allow more pages for the same money. The first DX
NEWS photographs appeared in March 1969.

In June of 1972, the now-offset Domestic Log was joined by the NRC Nighttime

Directional Antenna Pattern Book, which is also still with us today, several

revisions later. Shortly afterward, the first NRC Latin American Log (regret-
fully, the only one) appeared. Still later in the same year, a Transatlantic

Log was published. This book was handtyped and offset printed, and, given

a low usership and no economies of scale, was not long-lived, lasting only

to a second edition in 1973.

With the 1973 inception of the North Jersey Publishing Committee, the

club became incorporated for the first time, and therewith reacquired a
Board of Directors. This time, however, in keeping with both the laws
governing corporations and the desire to stay close to the premise of
government by those who do the work, the primary members were the Publishing
Committee. This has been expanded somewhat following reincorporation in
Kentucky in 1977 with the rise of the Louisville Publishing Committee.

In 1974-75, the NRC's stable of DX publications was further expanded with
the introduction of three new volumes: The NRC Antenna Reference Manual,
the NRC Receiver Reference Manual, and the new member book "Getting Started
in Medium Wave DX'ing". This latter book had been originally published as
an introduction to the club by the Boston Publishing Committee, and was
revised into a full-scale beginners manual for BCB DX'ers. In 1982-83, two
new manuals, second volumes of the Receiver and Antenna manuals were intro-
duced along with revised printings of the originals.

Thus, through the decades, the NRC has grown from a small local club to

a regional club, to a large national organization of over 700 members; from
BCB-only to multi-band and back again to both; from carbon-sheets to mimeo-
graph to offset; and from small convention gatherings of a dozen people to
hotel conventions of seventy or more attendees. Those among us who still
remember the early days have seen no less sweeping changes in the nature

of the hobby that binds us all together and that has for 50 years given

the National Radio Club its reason for being. We cannot possibly foretell;
any more than Bob Weaver, Warren Routzahn, Art Collins, Art Brackbill, Keith
Freas, Ernest Black, C. G. Huber and Joseph Becker could have foreseen where
we are now; what lies ahead for the club or for the hobby. We can only hope
that some day, fifty years from now, our followers, and perhaps some of us,
will look back upon the next fifty years in much the same way. We can also
hope that by virtue of what we have tried to accomplish with this book, we
will have given them a legacy of our past, which they might otherwise have
never been able to retrieve.
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POSTSCRIPT:

P

Some two and a half years ago, when Tom Farmerie and I first
discussed the idea of dedicating the 1981 convention at Rockaway,
New Jersey to the club's history, little did we know how innocent-
ly we were opening the door to a veritable Pandora's Box of ex-
periences. At that convention, the seeds were sown for this book.
We recruited several other contributors and collaborators, all

of whom are crdited elsewhere in these pages. We exchanged tens
of thousands of feet of tape, and hundreds of sheets of paper.
Even though as of this writing I have seen only a small portion
of the contents, I am amazed at what we have accomplished as a
group, and even more amazed by the knowledge and history we have
gained. Our efforts were greatly set back by the untimely passing
of Dick Cooper, who would have been a major resource for us, and
whose memory has spurred us on through the rough spots. There is
still more to tell, and it is our intention to do that. We have
all learned a lesson from our collective failure to capitalize
fully on our greatest resource -- our history -- until it was
nearly too late. My greatest regret is for those parts of our
history which may never be recovered and retold.

Russell J. Edmunds
May 9, 1983

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS 1973-

Gary C. Atkins 1977-82 Mike Knitter 1982-
Steven J. Bohac 1973-75 Ronald J. Musco 1977-
Ken Chatterton 1979~ John N. Sampson 1973-77
Frank E. Dailey 1977-79 Robert G. Stonier 1975-77
Russell J. Edmunds 1973-77 Page E. Taylor 1973-77
Ted Fleischaker 1977-78 Dick Truax 1977~

William "Pat" Hartlage 1977-81



MY EARLY YEARS OF DXTNG =~ J. WARREN ROUTZAHN

My DX'ing activities commenced in 1930 when I was using a 9-tube Temple
receiver. At the time, I did not belong to any DX clubs, and just "fished"
for stations which I heard. "Without the aid of club bulletins, I missed
many of the specials which were on, and mv only foreign station was HJN,
Bogota, Colombia, which I happened to nick up during a broadcast for the
I. D. A,

I continued this tvee of NDX'ing until October, 1933, when I hought a 10~
tube Lafayette receiver, and scrapped my old log of 415 stations to begin
again. At about this time, I began to receive bulletins from several well-
known clubs and mv log began to grow rapidlv. I went after the frequency
checks by staving uo all night the first seven davs of each month,

Even with this success at increasing my log, I did not hear any foreigners.
In fact, I never tried for them, since I had the idea that my location was
voor and I wouldn't hear them anvway.

In Necemher of this vear, Robert Weaver came to my home and told me about
the Mational Radio Club and its activities. I had known that the club
existed in my town, but never looked it up. Upon hearing that fellows were
hearing foreigners and learning when and where to tune for them, I got up
the following morning and tuned Poste Parisien. This, as my first Euronean
station, gave me a big thrill. I then got in touch with Bob Weaver and
looked over his fine collection of verifications, and joined the NRC.

1 hegan to put more and more time at the radio and soon was hearing foreign
stations I had never dreamed of. Verifications hbegan to come in and I was
soon praising my club for helping me to get the most out of my DX'ing.
Being personally acquainted with the oresident of the club and having the
opportunity to compare notes with other DX'ers, I found this hobby more
interesting than ever before.

T recall that the NRC was born over Labor Dav weekend 1933 at Farquar
Park in York, Pa. Our conventions then, are actual anriversaries. Art
Brackbill and Bob Weaver cooked up the idea of their own club. Bulle-
tins were just carbon copies. By January of 1934, we were an organiza-
tion, with Bob Weaver as its President and Editor; I was its Secretary,
and Luther Grim of Red Lion, Pa. was Publicity Manager. Bob really did
all the work, and by now a mimeograph machine was in use and the bulletin
was two or three pages. Members of the Buffalo Evening News Radio Club
were included shortly after the starting of NRC, and in that January,
the Atlantic Radio Club merged with us, and in February, the Central
DX Club of TLa Grange, Ill. joined us. T can recall some of the early
members such as Keith Freas, Charles Van Tassel, Ida Henninger, Joe
Brauner and Pat Reilley. The club moved to Erie, Pa. in 1937. I was
there along with Bob and Art when the club was turned over to Harry
Gordon. We had quite a time there. I can still see Joe Becker on the
cracker barrel in the store giving out with real DX gab.

The above material was gleaned, condensed, edited and typed from
various parts of DX NEVS as well as an old RADEX bv Russell J. Edmunds
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THE DX NEWS MASTHEAD THROUGH THE YEARS

In the early days of mimeograph DX News in late 1933 to early 1934,
the bulletin masthead was hand-drawn on the stencils. During this
early period, there was considerable variation in the masthead from
one issue to the next, although the basic idea was fairly stable.

A few representative samples of these, which were chosen from those
available after November 1933 (the earliest issue known to exist,
which is in Kermit Geary's collection) and which could be graphically
restored for reproduction appear here.

Uawheg Zdited by
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In February of 1934, and continuing through November of that year,

a stencillograph was used to create masthead designs. These were

all fairly similar in character, and a representative sample appears

on the next page. From November 1934 until January 25, 1941, a simple
typed masthead held sway. A sample of this follows the stencillograph
masthead.
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The January 25, 1941 issue was significant in that it featured the
new logo as part of the masthead, but also sported a new masthead
design. This design was preprinted on white sheets in red ink for
future bulletin use by Dick Cooper, who was a commercial printer.
Both the new logo and the masthead were designed by Harold Burstrom.
This masthead remained unchanged save for changes of names and/or
addresses of officers until 1951, at which time a new design appeared.
This one featured the words "DX News" in script, and was again pre-
printed in red ink on white paper. This masthead served the longest
time of any to date, lasting until 1967. These two mastheads are
reproduced below.

“DX NEWS®®
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THE NATIONAL RADIO CLUB
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Another re-design took place in 1967, still featuring the same logo,
the same red on white, and the same script "DX News'", however the
script was done in a reverse setting, with shaded red background forming
the letters on the white paper. The names and addresses of the officers
were replaced by only the club's official address. This same masthead
returned again, with variations in color, later. At this time, it ran
through mid-1968, at which time, supply ran out, and the masthead was
hand-drawn on the mimeograph stencils again for a few months, and then
replaced with a simple typed "DX NEWS", along with the issue identifi-
cation, which continued through the end of the mimeograph era with

the issue of January 4, 1969. The 1967 logo, which appears below,
reappeared on the first offset issue on January 11, 1969, but in black
lettering instead of red. In April of that year, color returned to the
masthead, and for the first time a color other than red was used. The
color varied from week to week, depending what color the printed had

left in the press from a prior job when DX News came in. Sometimes the
masthead appeared in black.

OLDEST .
. MEDIUM Wave !

i pxcLus [
| Estobisned 1933
R
34 ssves poryoa‘
51325 Armail |
$10 00 Fst Class

$7 50 ThedClass !

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
NATIONAL RADIO CLUB
P. O. BOX 99
CAMBRIDGE. MASS. 02138

Later during the tenure of the Boston Publishing Committee, the masthead
changed three more times. Each design retained the familiar logo, and
each appeared in color at various times. The last of these three, all of
which are reproduced below, carried over into the North Jersey Publishing
Committee's period of operation.
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the magazine of the National Radio Club
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The last change to date (again, except for the addition of the '50")
was made in 1976, when the current design was prepared by Cal Craig,
a member who was a commercial artist. This too has appeared in a wide
variety of colors as they were available. Although familiar to most
current members, this masthead appears below, along with the special
50th anniversary edition currently in use for the benefit of future

readers who, if our history is any precedent, will have seen still
more changes.

~-—=SINCE 1933 ~—
Volume 49, Mumber 27 Monday, June 14, 1982

the magazine of the
Nalional /?a&:{ Clud
~—SINCE 1933 —

olume 50 Nuster '2 canuary 5, °

- Russell J. Edmunds
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PIIBLISHING DX NEWS - THEN AND NOW

When the club was first formed, the first few issues were carbon copies,
as club membership was verv small. Soon thereafter, issues were reproduced
by means of mimeograph. The Editor cut all of the stencils, ran them off,
collated the pages, and addressed and mailed them. Uitimately, as the club
grew, and editors other than the Editor-in Chief took over individual col-
umns, each editor cut his own stencils and mailed them to the Publisher,
who then ran the stencils, collated, addressed, and mailed. As the club
grew still further, other members in the HQ area stooped in to help out
with the nrocess, and ouhlishing sessions were born.

The publishing effort was still nominallv a one-man job, with the Publisher
and his familv memhers doing the bulk of the work up until the Boston vears.
Bv this time, the club had grown to over 300 members, and it became more

and more difficult to do the iob singlehandedly. Publishing sessions he-
came a regular event, with a large group of local and some travelling mem-
bers joining in. Publishing had become something of a social event as well.
Sometimes as many as a dozen members would be present, doing the work, gah-
bing, drinking beer, eating pizza and having a good time.

In 1969, that all changed when the NRC went to an offset-printed magazine
format. The editors no longer prepared stencils, but rather typed copy on
regular typing paper, within margins dictated by the process. The publish-
ing function then split into two sessions, one for preparation of the copy
for the printer: numbering pages, typing HQ copy, adding filler, matching
pages for contrast, coentinuitv and page count, and pasting pages together
two-up to run. This process took the efforts of one to three people at
various times. Nften a "mock-up" or '"dummy" booklet would he set up to
assure the proper sequencing of pages. The Publishing Committee Coordina-
tor or another Committee memher would then take the finished copoy to the
printer. A few days later someone would pick up the finished hooks, and

the addressing and mailing session would follow. At first, the same address-
ogranh plate method as had been used in the orior mimeograph davs was used
for addressing, but the rapid growth of the club and the costs of maintain-
ing such a svstem dictated a change. That change was to self-adhesive
labels, which were tvped, corrected bv pasting new labels over the old,

and then photocovied for mailing for each issue. In either case, the
addressing and mailing sessions occupied several comrittee members and
visitors, and continued the tradition of the social event.

In 1973, a postage permit repnlaced the process of pasting individual
stamps on the issues, excent for the foreign suhscribers, and the mailing
and addressing workload was greatly reduced. As a result, the sessions
for this purpose occupied fewer people, although it was still a scene

for socializing and discussion of club business.

Todav, the process continues essentiallv unchanged, despite still further
cluh growth. Over the past ten vears, professional addressing and mailing
services have been explored, but the cost has been prohibitive, and, of
course the social aspect would be lost. With a club membership of over
700 members, it is still no small amount of work to produce the weeklv
bulletins in the DX season. Even with the functions of membership, re-
prints, publications and treasury being remote from the publishing site,
many hours of work are required.

- Russell J. Edmunds
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THE JOE BECKER, PAT REILLEY, RAY EDGE LEGENDS

In historically researching the early parts of the past fifty years
of the National Radio Club, three long departed members seem to have
been particularly revered. These three gentlemen were Joseph J. Becker
Sr. of Hamilton Ohio, Joseph B. "Pat" Reilley of Jamestown New York, and
Ray B. Edge of Buffalo New York.

Joe Becker was one of the top DXers of the 30s in any club, and was
perhaps the top DXer in the NRC. Little is known today of Joe's personal
life, but he was born somewhere over a century ago, was club president
for many years and was particularly friendly and well liked. Joe is said
to have been an extremely religious person, was proprietor of a second
hand recycling business, and DXed without fail every day from 02:30 a.m.
to O4:00 a.m. ELT, Joe's summary of his DXing career thru 1941 appears
in this book in the DX NEWS SCRAPBOOK feature. Convention accounts of
the early years indicate that when Joe spoke everyone listened, in appre-
ciation of his formidable DX skills. Joe became inactive due to health
around 1950, and Ernie Cooper recalls his living to an extremely ripe age.
One of Joe's listener's swap cards survives and contains the motto:
"National Radio Club - A Club Woithwhile",

Joseph B. "Pat" Reilley was another of the club's most beloved members.
Pat was born in 1894 and passed away just days after attending the 19bt2
Convention in Indianapolis. His nickname "Pat" alluded to his Irish sur-
name, but Fat was quick to point out he was half Swedish. Pat was a
printer for his local newspaper in Jamestown New York, getting home from
work arourd 2 a.m. at which time he would DX from his basement with his
notorious basement antenna system, with considerable success. An account
of Pat's DX career thru 1941 appears in the DX NEWS SCRAPBOOK feature.

At over 3200 veries in 1962, he was near the top. His work hours precluded
doing much foreign DX other than the Western hemisphere. In addition to
his copious DX skills and verie total, Pat was a frequent muser, where
his dry subtle wit was always a delight to read. A poem by Carroll Seth,
NRC's original poet laureate, with Pat as the subject was run in DX NEWS
in various forms. Pat printed his own "OWL NEWS" DX sheet in the late

30s. Hardly a convention went by without a report of Pat's latest wit-
ticisms. Little else is known about Pat's life other than he was survived
by his wife Marion.

Ray B. Edge was the major personality in the NRC hierarchy from 1940
through 1965. Ray was born in 1900, was a policeman in Buffalo New York,
and was night dispatcher for the Buffalo Police Radio Station WMJ, where
his distinctive raspy voice must have permeated the police radio receivers
from coast to coast. Ray and Kate Edge were the parents of three daughters.
Many years the NRC convention was held in Buffalo centered on the Edge's
house. Ray started BCB DXing in 1928. For years Ray was a one man club
operator. Ray typed musings, DXDD, ran off the mimeograph copies, addressed
and¢ stuffed envelopes with DX NEWS, kept the membership records and accounts
all single handedly. liore than once Ray pleaded with the members that he
wanted someone else to share the workload, but Ray stoically continued to
keep the club alive. Ray was truly a leader, and without him the club
would surely have died at three points in its history. Ray was another of
many early Dxers whose job required them to DX exclusively after midnight.
Ray's death in 1965 marked the end of an era. It was my privilege to meet
Ray in 1964 and I found him to be a man of unimpeachable integrity.

- by W. T. Farmerie
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PHOTOS

This is a patchy collection of photos, evoking a recent past which still is very
close. By illustrating the printed words elsewhere in the text, I hope it adds
some flavor to the book. The emphasis on social gatherings brings out the
camraderie which always characterizes the NRC.

A photographic record spanning so many years inevitably has a few gaps and
imbalances. Since distance invariably breeds enchantment, every effort was
made to obtain snapshots from the earlier years. As much as possible, all
participants have been identified. The newspaper clippings from the 1958 and
1961 conventions were included due to their special appeal. There are few
photos from the 1970's and 1980's because they already appeared in "DX NEWS".

This collection only succeeded with the assistance of several other people.
Special thanks is extended to Joe Cooper for submitting the photos from his

late father Dick(RHC). Tom Farmerie (TF) gathered many priceless relics from the
past. The author's contributions are indicated by "AFR". A1l sorts of goodies
also came from Walt Breville (WB), Howard Kemp (HK), Carleton Lord (CL),

Stan Morss (SRM), Paul Mount (PM) and Warren Routzahn (WR).

As this is typed,I don't know how well the photos will reproduce. In making
the selection, I took a few calculated risks. Nonetheless, the overall package
should please you,the reader.

Montreal: April,1983 ANDY RUGG

1939 CONVENTIONZCERTE, PA.




These people are identified:

2 MWarren Routzahn
4 Bill Stone
6 Harry Gordon

1 Bob Botzum
3 Dick Cooper
5 Hal Wagrer
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FRONT & SIDE: Luther Grim, R.Weaver, Joe Cooper
& Art Brackbill (L-R).

Harold Criswell, Dick Cooper
& Jack Horner (L-R).

MIDDLE ROW:

BACK ROW: Mr. Schlobohm, George Brode &
Kermit Geary (L-R).
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Four decades later, most of the participants
at the 1940 Erie,Pa. convention remain un known.
The author can identify 8 people (7 of whom
appear in the 1939 Erie photo up front).

L-R in the front row are Harold Burstrom, Joe
Becker, Ray Edge (3rd from left) and Pat
Reilley (5th from left). Eldon Addy is
5th-from-left in the second row. In the 3rd
row, 2nd-from-left is Dick Cooper, and 4th-
from-left is Leo Herz. Convention host

Harry Gordon is at the left edge of the back
row.
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*| MID - CENTURY

BUFFALO.N.Y. CONVENTION PAT REILLEY & STEVE WALBRIDGE

September 2, 1949
cLDON ADDY, RAY EDGE & LEO HERZ

eettaer s g
1950 CONVENTION: WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK TF

FRONT(L-R): Ralph Johanns, Ray Edge, Eldon Addy, Dick Cooper (behind him -
unidentified), Ernie Cooper and Carroll Seth.

REAR (L-R): Sully Sullivan, Hal Wagner, Bob Spencer, Tom Carberry, Reilley,Meyer,
Joe Pelletier, Len Kruse, 2 unid.DXers, Relfe Luton, Bob Brown &
Joe Brauner.
World Radio Hi



MID - 1950°’s |

1953 CONVENTION WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA

(L-R) Warren Routzahn, Ev Johnson (1), Bob Siebert (2),
Len Kruse (4), Bill Prater (5), John Alexander (6), host Sid
Rosenbaum (7), and Hank Holbrook (8).

Pete Taylor (3),

Top DXer
HANK TYNDALL
(over 6,000 veries)

visiting Carleton
Lord's shack in
mid-1950's.
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1958 CONVENTION :
FINDLAY

OHIO

National Radio Club Members Have Weekend
Of ‘DX’ Gabbing Here; I's Omaha Next Yea

‘Distance’ is the keynote of! TR Mer oy e

the National Radio Club which|
held its snnual get-together in)
Findlay at the weekend.

Members spend many long|
hours throughout each year dial-
ing for distance on standard
radio band and that once each
year — Labor Day weekend —
travel long distances to ‘gab’
with kindred souls about their
hobby.

Sixty-six members of the clud
made the annual ‘convention’
here this year with Mr. and Mrs.
Elbert Tewell of Carey official
hosts for the meeting.

Next year they travel to
Omaha, Neb., for the get-to-
gether with Marvin Roberts the

'host. \
. Gabbers Delight
' The meeting of the hobbyists
is the kind of a conference most
delegates would enjoy. Onuly
brief formal business is con-
ducted. Most of the time the
members sit around takking
about reaching out over the
world to listen in on stations,
'Some of the experiences are al-
most fantastic. Others, of course,
/hint of the tales of the fisher-
'man whose ‘big ones’ get away.
“DX-ing” they eall this dialing
for distance. And the club has
a publication ‘DX News” edited
by Ernest R. ‘Lefty’ Cooper of
Brooklyn, N.Y. Current news of
interest to the long-distance

f{dent, Buffalo, N.Y.

While the menm were sitting
arcund twisting the dial, the;
wives were enjoying special e |

| tertainment of interest to the
fair sex lined up by Mrs. Tewell,

| The women reported a grand
time st the convention.

Headquarters for the meetings
were at the Phoenix Hotel. The
banquet Saturday evening wui
held at the Elks while the Sun-|
day noon banquet was held at
the Phoenix Pheasant Room.| ;
The committee expressed its lp-!
preciation for the cooperation ol|
merchants in providing favors
and door prizes for the sessions,

Try New Recelver

One of the sttractions was a
new Colling communications re-'
ceiver, regarded as the tops in'
long distance sets, which wag
set up et the Phoenix during

| the conference. Many of the
delepates were up through the
wee hours of the morning find.
Ing out just how far away from
Findlay they could hear stations |
hroadcasting !

L

Officers of the National Radio Club, attending their anmmal convention here at the week-
end, included, left, Harold Wagner, Lake City, Pa., executive secretary, and Ray Edge, pres-
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Hosts at the convention this year were Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Tewell and daughter, Marilyn,
of Carey.
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Among the officers presemt
were Ray Edge of Buffalo, N.Y.,
president; Harold Wagner of
Lake City, Pa.. executive secre-
tary; Henry Ward of Ponca City,
Okla., chairman of the board of
airectors; and Editor Cooper of
Brooklyn.

One thing’s for sure: Club
members with such a singular
interest in a mos! interesting
hobby will not let distance stand
between them and Omahe where
they’'ll be next Laber Day week-

et a cole e, (. v

end to gab again,
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V uungaters included Joyce Gorsuch, Cedar Rapids, la., asd Lorrain O'Brien, Brooklys. NV,
piclured bere with Heary Ward, Poaea City, Okla., chalrman of the beard of directors, and Ern-
ot ‘Lelty’ Couper of Sreshlyn, ociter of DX News.”
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IRVING R. PQOTTS
(FOUNDER OF NNRC)

Visiting Carleton
Lord in mid-1950's
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EXECUTTIVE SECRETARTIES

—_—e L — e — e

(1) HAL WAGNER in mid-1950's with two
23-tube E.H.Scott
receivers (CL) .

(2) JOHN CALLARMAN leads the Annual
Business Meeting at 1966
Montré&al Convention.

(3) Mr. & Mrs. DICK COOPER celebrate 50th

Wedding Anniversay on
April 15, 1982 (RHC).




OFFICERS & EDITORS

/RC - w

HARRY GORDON, NRC President, at Kittaning,Pennsylvania
get-together on October 2, 1938. (WR)

FRED VAN VOORHEES, Foreign DX Editor through 1962. (TF)
ERNIE COOPER and JERRY STARR at 1969 St.Louis Convention

(WB).
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OFFICERS & EDITORS

ERNIE COOPER and DICK COOPER (no relation) AT BUFFALO,N.Y.
CONVENTION IN EARLY 1940's (RHC).

(L-R) DICK COOPER and ERNIE COOPER, 40 YEARS LATER, WITH
PETE CLARIUS AND CARLETON LORD AT 1981 NORTH JERSEY
CONVENTION (TF).




CARROLL SETH, Buffalo,
N.Y., April,1962 (AFR).
MATT ZAHNER, Baitimore,

Md., spring, 1962 (NNRC
BCB Editor,and former
NRCer) (AFR).

DAVE ROYS, Indianapolis,
1962 Convention Host(AFR).
HOWARD KEMP, Danbury,Ct.,

the "Brass City Nite Owl"
in the 1930's (HK).

'World Radio Histo
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AMARILLO, TEXAS : 1961

* Kk &

Radio Club
Meet Starts

With 5§ members frem over
the natiom in aliendence, the
National Radiv Club will cea-
tinue ils annual coaventioa ac-
tivities today.

Delegates today will travel to
Palo Duro Canyon for a picaic
and discussion session, then will
meet at the home of Larry God.
win, 2808 Bonham, convention
hosts, for a patio party.

Monday's agenda calls for trips
to two Amarillo radio stations
during (he morning, with a tour
of an antique radio museum at
the home of Al Reville scheduled
in the afternoun. The convention
will end with supper Mogday
night,

The three-day meet hegan Sa-
turday at 9 a.m., at which time
registration was held in the Job-
by of the Ramada Inn Motcl.
The group toured the studios
lof KGNC and KFDA radio sta-

tions Saturday afternoon and at- —Stoft Phate
tended a luncheon at 7:30 p.m. LO t So . 0
At (he luncheon, held at Vol's ls eners lgnlng n

Restaurant in the Wolllin-Geor-

via Shopping Center, Chuck Signing up for three days of National Radio Club convention activitics are. from

X:u:‘art o'llcel:\‘:n M-'IBM d-ct:l': left, Johnny Hathaway Jr. of Amarillo, Murray Mann of Omaha, Neb.. and Maru

SP.:ﬁ:.M;. e A‘lt." o8 Robbins of Denver. The three were among some 55 members of the nation-wide
club to register Saturday at the Ramada Inn Motel. Acting as registrar is John

Conveantion hosts are Godwin, Hathaway Sr., seated.
Glen Kippel of Tulia and Jess
Stewart, Jack Hathaway, John
Tudenham and Ross Harp, all oﬁ
Amarillo, Assisting them with ar
rangements is Jack Latham oﬁ
the Amarillo Chamber of Com-
merce. b

NRCers AWAIT
KGNC- 710
STATION TOUR

September 2, 1961

(AFR)

|



(a1l photos by AFR)

1961 CONVENTION:

(L-R) Jack Hathaway, Frank Williams
& Pat Reilley

(L-R) Dave Roys, Phil Jacobs,
Jeff Stewart & Sam MclLauchlan

LT T

’

AMARILLO, TEXAS

29

(L-R)
(L-R)

Ernie Cooper & Don Roller

Alex Bowab, John Tudenham, Glen
Kippel & Jeff Stewart

—




INDIANAPOLIS. IN.

1962

AFR
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MID-1960s

(see names on BACK PAGE)



(9]
(e
o
™
<
=
O
p)
o
a
<L
o
o
<
(&
L
O




misc.: 1966-1982| (o

-

!
:
v




BACK PAGE

AFR

LIST 0 F ILLUSTRATTIONS:

1

10
n
12

13

15
16

ABOVE

NRCers pose for a picture between station tours on Naptown's "Radio Row".
Front row (L-R) are Allen Nissen, Art Bjork, Bob Kalish, Harley de Leure and
Joe Fela. Two people behind Kalish are unidentified. In the background are
Larry Godwin's cowboy hat and Jim Warner's head(AFR).

At the banquet, (L-R) Pete Hansen, Alex McKenzie and Ernie Cooper are all
smiles. Back-to-camera is Len Lockwood (SRM).

Amidst the cigarette smoke are (L-R) Glen Kreidler, John Sampson, Vane Jones
and Bob Kalish (AFR).

At the head table, WLW's Mr., Dooley speaks on AM superpower. Seated are
hosts C.Alan Taylor, Don Roller, Dave Roys and Joe Hudson (AFR),

Carl Seitz and Stan Morss at Buffalo 1964 (AFR).

“DX MONOPOLY" game engrosses NRCers at Montréal 1966. L-R are Randy Kane,
Alan Merriman, Sam Simmons, Randy Seaver (behind Simmons), Don Jensen and
Richard Wood. NRCer with back-to-camera .is unidentified (AFR).

At Cedar Rapids,lowa, 1965, John Callarman spins the dials in Bob Gorsuch's
shack (AFR),

Enjoying the fun at Cedar Rapids 1965 are (L-R) Hildig Gustafson, Jim Warner,
Randy Keller and Warren Brown (AFR).

NRCers watch old convention movies in Bob Gorsuch's lower deck. Clockwise,
from front, are Wayne Plunkett, John Tudenham, Bob Gorsuch, Pete Hansen,
Duane Giese, Ray Edge, Len Kruse, Jack Hathaway and Warren Brown (AFR).

Toronto NRCers Jim Warner and Ed Hi11 share a chuckle (AFR).
(L-R) Duane Giese, Randy Keller and Walt Breville ogle a few veries (AFR).

Ray Edge makes a point at centre-stage. Looking on (L-R) are Dick Cooper,
Hildig Gustafson, Ev Johnson, Wayne Plunkett and Jack Hathaway {(AFR).

At 1966 Montréal convention, Andy Rugg makes the initial presentation of
the Ray Edge Memorial Trophy (AFR).

John Sally, George Greene, Dave Whatmough and Frank Merrill (L-R) take a
break at the poo! at the 1975 Hartford,Ct.-area confab (PM).

Ernfe Wesolowski and Don Eggert at 1969 St. Louis convention (WB),

At a 1981 get-together in Acushnet,Mass., we see (1-R) host Ray Arruda (and
his dog Misty), Patty & Bob Stonier, John Golden (kneeling in front), Ernie
Cooper, Glenn Cooper, Larry Weil, Bill Grant and Andy Rugg (TF).

During 1962 Indianapolis convention tour, Ernie Cooper photographs WSVL-1520
as Len Lockwood enters the front @oon:



1934

1938

1939

1940

1941

|

l

|

) 1942
|

| 1943
|

1944

1945

NR C CONVENTIONS

COMPILED BY PAUL MOUNT

- 1937 The first four NRC conventions were held in late June at the

home of Robert H, Weaver, at 603 West Market Street in York, PA,

ERIE, PA The next three years saw the site change to NRC HQ at Harry

M. Gordon's home at 317 East Tenth St. Most of the activity
took place Saturday night and Sunday. Those attending the first conven-
tion (whose names we have record of) were: Joe Becker, Pat Reilly and
wife, Dick Cooper and wife, Art Parfitt, Harold Burstrom and Harold
Burstrom, Jr., Mr. Herman Brode, Bob Botzum, Hans Jacobson, Frank
Schmidt, Harold Wagner, Ed Feichtner, Max Demuling, and Clarance Reasch.
All were from NY, OH, and PA. A verie count found Joe Becker first with
1143, followed by Pat Reilly with 994 and Bob Botzum with 960. The ban-
quet at the Sunset Inn was followed by Warren Routzahn's piano playing,
then a boat ride on Lake Erie and a radio station tour.

ERIE, PA Long time members such as Richard Cooper of Kittaning, PA,

Joseph Becker of Hamilton, OH, Ray Edge of Buffalo, NY, and
Mort Meehan of Elizabeth, NJ attended. The possibility of having a
Shortwave CPC was discussed. The attendees went sightseeing in both
Erie and Buffalo. There were 37 present,

This year's ERIE convention was the first NRC convention to be held over
Labor Day Weekend. Thirty-two people showed at Harry Gordon's house.

The convention was held at Ray B. Edge's home at 525 Stockbridge Ave.
in BUFFALO, NY,

The BUFFALO convention was held at John Kalmbach, Jr.'s house at 1195
Wehrle Drive in suburban Williamsville, NY.

Ability to travel was limited due to World War II, so attendance in
BUFFALO was low. Dick Cooper and the Kalmbachs, John and Kay, visited
with Ray Edge at 325 Shirley Ave, After a long DX session MM, they
were awakened with the news that someone was waiting downstairs. This
person said he'd just visited Lefty Cooper in Brooklyn, but otherwise
made them guess his identity, to no avail, He finally admitted to
being Eugene Francis of Detroit, They visited for the rest of Monday,
September 6.

Still hampered by wartime restrictions, only 9 came by train to the
gathering at Dick Cooper's KITTANNING, PA home over Labor Day. Mr.

"Up Paul Knight'" reported that Ray ''Pop" Edge, Dick Cooper, Lefty
Cooper, and Paul Kary just talked, looked at veries, and went bowling
Saturday night. Then Art Hankins, Sully Sullivan, and Chuck Bender all
came on the same train, unbeknownst to each other. The DX Gab Session
centered on discussion of a Betty "WISE'" Freeman whose picture was on
display. Many left Sunday evening, but Carroll Seth didn't arrive
until midnight Sunday,

The "DX Gabfest' was held at the home of Phil Nicols at 83 Prospect St.
in EAST HARTFORD, CT. Six people arrived in a carload from Western
New York Saturday, September 8. Following dinner at a diner the group
wandered back to Phil's house to talk, DX, play ping-pong, or go
bowling. Norm Maguire pulled carriers from Alaskans KFAR and KINY.
This is the first year it's mentioned that visitors stayed at a nearby
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(continued) motel, but gathered at a person's house. Sunday dinner is
at Nicols's house, then more gab, card tricks, Feen-a-mint sales by
Ray Edge. Telegrams were received from Fred Van Voorhees, also from
Art Hankins and (?) Mayo. The Western New York group went on to visit
Lefty Cooper, vacationing in the Poconos,

The next five years of conventions were scheduled for the BUFFALO area.
A new record of 48 people gathered at one time or another at Ray Edge's
house on Shirley Avenue, with Junior Carberry handling the room reser-
vations. Only a case of beer was available, so it was given to the
wives' table, and many were photographed on the rare occasion of their
drinking soda pop. A banquet (the first?) happened Sunday at MacDoels
Restaurant in Buffalo, and a business meeting followed. Banquet and
business meeting continued to be standard fare at conventions up through
the present. Plans for Lefty Cooper to take over the Tips and LPO Reports
column were completed, and a BCB Contest was announced. Several
attendees were noted playing cards -- both bridge and cribbage -- but

no hearts games yet.

The report contained a list of everyone there, and a brief convention
highlight (or low-light) relating to that person. Bob Gorsuch showed
films of the Kittanning convention. Of the 34 in attendance, six were
Board members: Ernest Cooper, Leo Herz, Ralph Johanns, J. Pat Reilly,
Eldon Addy, and President Joe Becker. A new set of club rules was drawn
up at the meeting and also Thomas Carberry was appointed Contest Direc-
tor, Again, the get-togethers took place at Ray and Kate Edge's house.,

This year's convention was cancelled due to a low number of reservations
and the illness of Mrs, Edge.

Thirty-one persons attended the Saturday night-Sunday morning Gab Fest
at Pop Edge's house, with 28 at the banquet at Colvin Casino., After
dinner several went over to the bowling alley, with a 5-on-5 match-up
of New York vs., "Foreign' NRCers. Others looked at the veries of Joe
Brauner and Al Bartholomew on display. During the MM DX session, a

"K'" station was heard on 1340 frequency check. Four different DXers
IDed it -- as four different stations! A small group toured the trans-
mitting facilities of WGR and WKBW,

This year the gathering took place at the home of Joe and Marty Brauner,
at 23 Howard Avenue in Williamsville, NY, just NE of BUFFALO. There were
no planned outside activities, but there was, memorably, Bob Spencer's
auto tour of Buffalo, Hal Wagner selling NRC stationery out of his

truck, a big poker game, and Pop Edge's displaying a verie for which
there is apparently no DXer -- from 4VBM, Haiti, addressed to '"NRC,
Buffalo, 15, NY." Only 25 attended, possibly because of a war scare.
Also memorable from one of the Buffalo conventions was Jim O'Brien's
comment on television: "I've waited ten years so I could SEE static."

The convention was held at Dick Cooper's house in KITTANNING, PA Sep-
tember 1-3, Most arrived Saturday, including Bob Gorsuch with his
wife and $975 Collins receiver, and bearded Carroll Seth. The usual
verie showing, DX Chatter, tuning the Collins, refreshments, canasta,
plus a marathon poker game in the kitchen. Young Don Kaskey arrived
Sunday morning with his one thousand veries gathered in a single year
of constant DXing, much to everyone's amazement., Many ventured up a
one-car-wide bumpy dirt road to WACB's tower, where Joe Brauner was
working. Hooking the 200-foot antenna to the receiver, the volume
level jumped tremendously. After a Board meeting Sunday the 21




1951 (continued) attendees car-pooled over to the Fifth Avenue Hotel in Ford
City for the banquet, Afterwards, several DXers made impromptu speeches,
then Fred Von Voorhees explained the proposed Foreign Section and con-
test. The group was also surprised, as Carroll Seth volunteered to
lead a separate contest involving club DX specials. Back at the Coopers'
Bob Gorsuch acted as emcee for the tape interview of everyone there,
which was aired on WACB's DX broadcast on Sunday, December 9.

1952 Forty-two DXers came to Western New York for the gathering at the
Brauners' house on Howard Avenue. Charlie Conley was the first NRC
member to fly to and from a convention., C.M. Stanbury attended his
first convention, Bob Gorsuch showed movies made at Kittanning the
year before, and took more. Pat Reilly and Relfe Luton showed off their
Australian and New Zealand veries. Carroll Weyrich's BCB Log was
ordered by just about everyone.

1953 The DXers gathered together in WHEELING, WV this year, at the convention
hosted by Sid Rosenbaum and his mother. A lot of the excitement took
place at Oglebay Park, site of Sunday's picnic. A check of veries
found Bill Prater leading the race with 2427, but ahead of Pat Reilly
by only three! All visited WIRF in Bellaire, OH, and a tape was made
for broadcast on September 20, Four of the 30 in attendance went back
to Sully Sullivan's house, 48 miles away, for the traditional poker
game, Hank Holbrook and his wife made their first convention this year.

1954 The BUFFALO area continued to have a convention come their way every
other year with the gathering again at the Brauner's house in Williams-
ville, A total of 54 people were there at one time or another. Each
year more and more people came who were interested in the TV side of
the hobby. Bob Gorsuch again showed movies, and the Brauners showed
shots of their new 136-acre farm in PA, Also ''present' were greetings
from many members on tape from around the country. Two of the younger
attendees, from Croton, NY, slept in the back of Hal Wagner's truck
in Ray Edge's garage (Alex MacKenzie and Peter Hansen, 13 years old.)

1955 The CEDAR RAPIDS, IA convention was the first where the bulk of the
meeting took place at the hotel where people were staying, rather than
at a host's house, Bob Gorsuch, with lots of advance publicity £rom
the media, attracted 41 people to the Eastern Iowa city. This was also
the first Convention that Lefty Cooper had missed since 1940, Stan
Morss came all the way from West Boxford, MA, and Norm Maguire came
from Albuquerque, NM, A $1700 Collins radio with antenna strung out
the window was available during the pre-convention festivities Friday
night., Not only did the local radio stations have stories about the
convention, but NRC members were present in the studio for mentions of
the event at WMT, and delegates to the convention were even seen over
KCRG=TV! The Saturday banquet was followed by three guest speakers:
Carl Rollert of KCRG, Wayne Cornell of KPIG, and Jim Dickens, who ran
the KWCR DX Test, The DX quiz was given orally; the first person to
raise his hand and answer correctly won a prize. Bob Gorsuch showed
movies, and a tape from Roy Millar from WA featured tapes of his best
DX. A visit was made to KCRG's towers, among soybeans, missing tubes,
and lack of tall corn,

1956 The practice of having the convention at a hotel stuck, and this year
63 people made it to the Penn Harris Hotel in HARRISBURG, PA, hosted
by Fred Van Voorhees. While it was held over Labor Day weekend, it
didn't officially start 'till Saturday. There were tours of WCMB and
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(continued) WKBO that day, and the banquet, introduction of new offi-
cers, and DX quiz at night. Hank Ward made the Domestic Contest
presentation, and got 35 people to sign up for it on the spot, He
also made a pitch for next year's convention. Hal Wagner spoke about
equipment, and Rog Anderson spoke on foreign DXing. Sunday night had
tours of WHP and WHGB,

People went to all lengths to attend Hank Ward's PONCA CITY, OK
convention, Pat Reilly loaded milk cans onto the Santa Fe Railroad
milk train at each stop to keep the train on time. Stan Morss drove
from New England with the Croton teenagers, now three in number: Mac
Kenzie, Hansen, and Maylath. The car was also filled with equipment.
Bob Gorsuch changed planes four times in a day. A large number of
wives attended, and there were the Maguire, Biss, Wagner, and Kruse
children coming in and out of the rooms at the Jens-Marie Hotel, Len
Kruse had been visiting stations to set up CPC tests on the way to the
shindig., Fifteen DXers crowded into Room 606 for a DX session that
pulled a 250-watt Huntsville, AL station on testing, and they were
mentioned on the air. After the Saturday night sm8rgasbord banquet
Pat Reilly was given an award for 25 years of conventioneering. The
Board meeting was held in front of the entire group this time, WBBZ
with its Ponca City Tornado Warning Center in the basement was toured
on Sunday,

A record-setting 66 people journeyed to the Northwestern Ohio town of
FINDLAY for the convention hosted by Elbert and Marie Tewell at the
Phoenix Hotel. With 14 children present there were games and contests
to keep them busy in room 145. Many door prizes were given away for
birthdays, anniversaries, oldest car, or just for being there., Several
decisions came out of the Board meeting., DX News size was limited to
22 pages, rather than increasing dues; Musings were limited to 20
lines; broadcast band only was to be allowed (the other waves waived)
from now on, Others, to keep from being bored, first looked for female
companionship, but had to revert to dropping water-filled bags out of
the window, pyrotechnics, or filling bathtubs with beer.

The first after-banquet guest speaker spoke in 1959 at Marv Robbins's
WEST OMAHA, NE convention. The speaker was Arthur Johnson from the

FCC Monitoring Station in Grand Island. Thirty-five NRC members and

19 guests came to the Town House at 70th and Dodge Streets, from both
coasts., Bob Foxworth made it for the first time, and Len Lockwood of
Olympia, WA received a prize for coming from the longest distance; this
became a traditional award. The grand prize for Sunday's quiz was a
German beer stein with built-in music box, to be awarded to the first
person to complete the DX Crossword puzzle AND return it to Len Kruse
or Marv Robbins. Well, just as several DXers ran from the restaurant
across the street back to the motel, Marv and Len pulled out of the lot
in their car. Several cars gave chase, and finally, two hours later,
Murray Mann spotted them in Marv's driveway to win the prize, Sunday
evening there was a slideshow and DXing from Marv Robbins's backyard.
Monday saw a KFAB tour. This was the first year that a large number

of co-hosts assisted: J. Sampson, P. Robbins, M. Mann, E. Wesolowski,
and R. Haney,

Hosts Peter Hansen, Alex MacKenzie, Jim O'Brien, Ernest Cooper, and
Bob Foxworth welcomed 57 guests to the Roger Smith Hotel in WHITE
PLAINS. A collection was taken up and call placed to Ken Mackey in




1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

(continued) New Zealand, which was tape-recorded for future playback,
The plan to charge 25¢ for a sample DX News was approved with the
stipulation that it be applied toward dues if the inquirer joined.
Phil Irwin of WVOX New Rochelle spoke at the banquet about his experi-
ences in European AFRS radio, with slides. A trip to WVIP in Mount
Kisco, and the DX quiz won by Jim Critchett followed. Len Lockwood
again won the long-distance traveler award.

Fifty-three people attended 1961's convention held at the Ramada Inn
Motel in AMARILIO, TX., Hosts were L, Godwin, J. Stewart, J. Hathaway,
J. Tudenham, Glen Kippel, N. Eubanks, and R, Harp. Stan Morss came
all the way from West Boxford, MA by car. Bill Hutchison outdid the
photographers by taking pictures of others taking pictures.

Early arrivals to David Roys's INDIANAPOLIS convention went off Friday
morning toward Mason, OH. As they got near, WLW and VOA towers seemed
to fill the horizon, Both SW WLWO and 700-WLW were visited, and they
saw the 500-kW rig., Next out to the FCC Monitoring Station at Chilli-
cothe, where David Birnbaum, the Chief Engineer, led their tour, One
member asked about the unused receivers, and got the answer one dreams
of -- Make yourself at home and try out the (expensive) equipment.

The seventeen returned and awoke to the tragic news that Carroll Seth,
Fran Nittler, and Hal Wagner had died in a car crash enroute to the
convention, A moment of silence was observed before the banquet for
our beloved members. Vane Jones was there to announce his new log.,

Len Lockwood again came from the greatest distance. Edwin Dooley of
WLW spoke about clear-channel and high fidelity broadcasting. Among
the prizes given away at the quiz was 1200 feet of tape with no reel,
Sunday night all went over to 5121 Radnor Road for the big AB DX party.
Among the highlights were: watching TV coverage of the convention on
Channel 13, and logging Oriental mx and gongs on 1535, raising hopes

of TP reception, only to hear a "Radio Smeedge" ID and finding out

that it was coming from the next room! There were tours of WFBM, WLWI,
and WSVL,

The Balboa-Thunderbird Motel was the site that attracted 39 members to
the DENVER, CO convention, hosted by Bill Nittler, and assisted by M,
Robbins, L. Godwin, J., Tracy, M, Mann, D, Johnson, and B, Boatman,
Early arrivals took a trip to the Air Force Academy, and went on a

Pike's Peak DXpedition, The formation of a new constitution for the club

was discussed Friday. Tours of KOA-AM-FM-TV and KLZ-TV tower site
happened the next day. Raleigh Biss and Dallas John won call letter
Bingo after local frequency monitor Roy Beer spoke at the banquet., Bob
Karchevski of Boston came the longest distance. The constitution drawn
up the previous night was unanimously accepted.

Some 46 persons came to the 10th anniversary of the last Buffalo area
convention for this one, held at the Kenton Manor Hotel in TONAWANDA,
NY, and hosted by Ray Edge. At the Board meeting, the governing body
accepterd Everett Johnson's resigaation from his five year service as

DX Down the Dial Editor, and Joe Brauner replaced him, Jerry Conrad
and Ben Dangerfield were named Contest managers. Verification certifi-
cates were made available via Hank Wilkinson. Joe Fela, Frequency Check
List Editor, arranged a short BCB DX program to be broadcast weekly on
WRUL, Radio New York Worldwide. Retiring Executive Secretary Ray Edge
turned over club reins to new Executive Secretary Dick Cooper, who
presented Edge with an inscribed Bulova wristwatch in appreciation for
his 24 years of continuous service. Ray's wife Kate and daughter
Jeanette were also praised,
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Another ten-year anniversary was celebrated with the return of the NRC
Convention to CEDAR RAPIDS, IA. Robert Gorsuch and Len Kruse were host
to some 24 members, plus guests. Once again, the site of the now
traditional Labor Day weekend convention was the Roosevelt motel,

The first convention held outside of the U.S.A., 1966's Convention took
place in the beautiful city of MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA, at the Downtown
Holiday Inn. Hosts for this event were bilingual Andy Rugg and Sam
Simmons, who greeted 48 guests. Randy Seaver of San Diego, CA, won the
first Ray Edge Memorial Cup, a l4-inch trophy to be awarded annually to
the NRCer coming from the greatest distance to attend the convention.
There were tours of the CBC and CFOX-1470., After the banquet, Gordon
Nelson gave a slide-talk on radio direction-finding and receiver selec-
tivity and loop construction., This was followed by the oral quiz, a
slide show, and John Callarman's reading of "DX Snooze.," Those who
hadn't fallen asleep at that point went to Mount Royal for a MM
DXpedition,

The farthest West convention in NRC history took place at the Country
Squire Motel in EUGENE, OR, hosted by Bart Cronin, with Mike Northam
and Carl Staley. A hamburger fry at Armitage Park opened the festivi-
ties, After tours to KUGN, KERG, and KZEL Saturday, the banquet had

a contest to find how many legitimate call letters could be made from
the names of two rivers which met at Armitage Park, 'McKenzie" and
"Willamette," John Sampson won the contest and a large selection of
Oregon decals. The Ray Edge Memorial Trophy, given to the member who
traveled the farthest to reach the Convention, was given to Gordon and
Ruth Nelson, just '"edging' out John Callarman, all of Watertown, MA,
While Don Kaskey ran the refreshment room, DXers out in the parking
lot were hearing IDs from Alaskans KFQD and KICY, and a tentative from
KFAR, Another picnic at the park took place Sunday.

This year's Convention was held at the Fenway Commonwealth hotel in
BOSTON, MA, hosted by Gordon P. Nelson, Tom Holmes, and others. Sixty-
seven DXers from 14 states, 2 provinces, and the Dominican Republic set
an attendance record. Friday and Saturday's schedules were mostly open,
with some off to Fenway Park for a baseball game, others to WCAS, WKBG-TV,
and WIIB-FM. Quizzes were held Saturday night. Jerry Starr and Bart
Cronin held seminars on station relations and DXing ethics, while
Gordon P. Nelson and Tom Holmes spoke on equipment and propagation.,
Cesar Objio was honored at Sunday's banquet for being the first person
from outside the U.S.A. and Canada to attend an NRC Convention, Sever-
al guys went 50 miles west to Mt. Wachusett for a DXpedition lasting
until 5 AM,

Bruce Reynolds of the Mad-Guys hosted the 1969 Convention at the Parkway |
House in ST. LOUIS, MO. A tour of the Anheuser-Busch brewery Saturday

night was followed by WIL-1430 and KXEN-1010 tours. Richard Wood spoke

on DXing from Hawaii, and also won the Ray Edge Memorial Trophy, John

Gifford won the DX quiz. Sunday saw technical discussions led by Dave

Fischer and Gordon P, Nelson, then Wayne Plunkett and Russ Edmunds

showed slides. MM DX was heard on a Collins 51-JS; both TA carriers

and Jolly Roger Radio grom Cincinnati area were heard.

Seventy conventioneers, setting a new record, converged on HASBROUCK
HEIGHTS , NJ for this gathering hosted by Russ Edmunds. There was a
tour of WRKL-910, New City, NY on Saturday morning, followed by a tech-
nical session on geomagnetic effects on reception conditions. Banquet
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(continued) speaker this year was David Popkin of the New York City FCC
Field Office, after which Frank Merrill won both DX quizzes. This year
also witnessed an NRC Auction, the first of the annual events, which
brought in over $100. At the Business Meeting on Sunday, there was a
discussion of the validity of taped versus paper veries. The DXpedition
this year was to Ringwood Manor, 35 miles NNW of NYC, to 4 AM. The

Ray Edge Memorial Trophy winner was Bob Karchevski of Daly City, CA.

The site this year was WEST SACRAMENTO, CA, at the El Rancho Hotel. Pete
Taylor and Frank Kennedy hosted this year, On Saturday Gordon P. Nelson
lectured on the aurora, followed in the evening by the banquet and
auction chaired by Jay Murley. Don Erickson showed everyone that he

has a paper fetish by purchasing only useless paper items. VOA visit

was cancelled, and the meeting ended on Sunday with the business session.

Ron Schatz played host this year at the University Inn in CORAL GABLES,
FL. Dan Myers and friends drove from Toledo in 1936 Ford. On Friday [
night activities included a Gordon P, Nelson Q&A session, Jerry Conrad's

Beverage reception tape, and the Venezuela-1110 s/off as WBT stood by. |
A five-car caravan treked 100 miles to VOA-Marathon-1180 for a tour.

At the Banquet, George Kelley of MA won the Ray Edge Memorial Trophy.

Tours of WGAB and WQBA-1140 were conducted Sunday midday, and in the

evening there were slides of a Boston publishing session, and Jerry

Conrad conducted the Auction. Monday morning featured Ron's talk on

cardioid arrays at 2 AM,

Fifty people showed up at the Sheraton Commander Hotel in CAMBRIDGE/BOSTON

MA for this year's meet. Equipment and displays were set-up Friday,

and there was news that Rev. McIntyre's Radio Free America would be on

that evening. Saturday morning saw the attendees sightseeing downtown. |
The afternoon was consumed with Gordon P. Nelson's technical seminar on ,
properties of the 6600-foot Beverage and DX conditions. The DX quiz at |
the banquet was won by Bob Foxworth. The auction was peculiar, as this

was the first occasion on which equipment went cheaply, while coverage

maps and bumper stickers brought up to $10; nevertheless, the auction

raised $303. The business meeting was mostly taken up with the New Jer-

sey Publishing Committee takeover; later came further technical discus-

tions on transauroral propagaion, automatic recorders, and DX tape

playing. Mark Conneily found 4W WOJX-1200 first.

The hosting trio of Gary Siegel, Dan Myers, and Frank Merrill managed
to get 54 people to the "TOLEDO" convention, held at the Ramada Inn at
Perrysburg, OH, on the August 16-18 weekend. Tours included WTUU-1520,
where the complex day and night patterns WIUU uses were explained, and
also WIOD/WKLR. Dave Fischer and Ron Schatz gave technical talks
including audio techniques. Royce Woodward of Woodward Frequency
Measurements of Mt. Vernon, OH spoke about his work after the banquet.
Dave Grim was awarded first prize in the DX quiz because his point
total was doubled as he was a non-member. Al Ogrizovich was auctioneer
for a. never-ending stream of survey packets and old magazines, and a
Texas license plate saying "NRC.'" The highlight of the DXpedition with
antenna pointed west was KUUU-1590 Seattle taking out WAKR =-- some
Akronites were hosed.

Ron Musco and Frank Dailey attracted 47 DXers to the Bradley Internation-
al Airport Ramada Inn at WINDSOR LOCKS, CT. DXers came from 11 states
plus Canada and Puerto Rico., During the year after this convention a
strange set of initials, TDB, was appearing in DDXD, Heading towards
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(continued) Newington on an antique bus obtained from the trolley mus-
eum, the brakes went out. The conventioneers wound up having to go back
to the motel and get cars to go to the ARRL, while The Dead Bus just

sat. Harold Dorschug of WTIC-1080 spoke -- he was at the control booth.
at the CBS Network when Orson Welles' '"War Of The Worlds'" program ran.,

Al Merriman won the DX quiz with 136 out of 150, followed by the auction,
which raised $250, Sunday saw a DXpedition at the trolley museum, where
Ron Schatz's Collins R-388 sat hooked up to a 1400-foot antenna running
south. It was a good thing Ron was there as most stations which iden-
tified needed translations,

A new attendance record of 74 persons registered was set at the LOUIS~-
VILLE Holiday Inn Southeast, site of the convention hosted by the LADs
(Louisville Area DXers). There were tours of AT&T and the WAKY-79C
tower site., Arrivals received a welcome kit from the city of Louisville
and saw a slide show of Glenn Hauser's TV DX, Ed Krejny, and other con-
ventions. Charles Taylor measured WCND-940's frequency, then tried to
figure out where Shelbyville IS, Ernie Cooper was honored for his 30th
year of editing Musings with a gift from the club and a message on the
motel marquee. Ray Arruda's wife, Arlene, somehow won the DX quiz.
Wayne Murphy and Ted Fleischaker served as auctioneers. Robert Lee of
the FCC spoke after the banquet.

Neil Zank, with help from B. McCoy, S. Dabelstein, R. Keeney, R, Lind-
blade, and E. Wesolowki of the NERDS, hosted the convention at the
Villager Motel in LINCOLN, NE. Many of the 62 who attended went on the
tours of the Back To The Bible Broadcast HQ and the Nebraska NETV
Network. A strange visitor from the East named Starrnack provided
answers to unasked questions after the banquet. Coors was named the
'"Official Club Beverage,'" and Gary Atkins found it goes particularly
well with Oreo Cookies. A great auction which raised $505 saw Don
Erickson buy 20% of the stuff. Kansas DXer Paul Swearingen was there,
unaware of what this would get him into in later years.

Karl Jeter hosted the convention held at the Northlake Hilton in the
ATLANTA suburb of Tucker, across the road from WSB-750's tower. Still,
a persistent few were seen DXing there. Saturday tours took us to
""50,000 Watt" WSB's facilities, the FCC Monitoring Station at Powder
Springs, and an FM or TV transmitting facility; there was also a walk
around '"'Underground Atlanta.'" Aubrey Morris from WSB spoke at the
banquet, followed by an auction in a very hot room conducted by Wayne
Murphy and Ted Fleischaker. John Zondlo made a tape recording of part
of the auction then donated it for sale; this has now become a standard
practice. Sunday was mostly open; there were two meeting rooms to hold
the 73 attendees., Mark Connelly again found the hidden transmitter
Vern Shearer and cohort put on the air near the motel., Sunday night
some went to Chuck Hutton's for the Beverage DXing, others made another
late-night visit to the motel's pool.

A week after the IRCA convention in nearby Peoria, IL, Noah's Ark in
ST. CHARLES, MO housed people from across the country. Lou Buehler,
Walt Breville, Rich Eddie, and Roger Giannini served as hosts, There
were tours of KFUO, KWMU, and the Busch brewery. The auction set a
new record: over $700 was raised in another very hot room -- this set
Don Erickson out in search of another suitcase to bring stuff home in
and Gary Atkins in search of a trailer to get a file cabinet home in,
Time was also spent out at Walt Breville's house in the country where
many members from the region tried to hear home on both AM and FM,




1980 The convention this year was held in LOS ANGELES, CA -- our hosts were
Greg Hardison and John Clements, holding forth at the Hacienda Hotel,
Turnout was light, and somehow no convention report ever appeared in
DX News, so no details are available,

1981

1982

The convention at the Mountain Motor Inn at ROCKAWAY, NJ was a special
one, as many long-time members were present. After the banquet Sunday
Ernie Cooper, Harley Steward, Pete Clarius, Carleton Lord, and Dick
Cooper shared some great memories with the 63 attending. Russ Edmunds
and Bob Stonier were the hosts. Few activities were on the final
schedule, so a lot of time was spent visiting with old and new friends,
playing hearts (Starr's group seemed to have one continuous game going),
or picture-taking. Mark Connelly gave a parking-lot exhibition of
phased longwires from his car, while others threw or dodged the Frisbees
phasing around at the same time., Meetings concerned preservation of
veries, use of computers for the next log, and the need for a new
publishing committee. Ron Musco and Dave Schmidt served as auction-
eers between beer deliveries. In the absence of Don Erickson, Steve
Paradies bought all the paper products.

LOUISVILLE, KY was again the host to 64 persons from 18 states for this
year's gathering, hosted by Dick Truax of LADS, Friday evening saw a
fine slide show presented by Ernie Wesolowski, with scenes from conven-
tions of the last 25 years. Saturday the bleary-eyed attendees car-
pooled into Louisville to visit WKJJ/WCII-1080 and WAKY-790/WVEZ. Then
they invaded Indiana for pizza and on to the WAVG-970 tower site, next
door to its operator's residence. Back at the motel, a group photo was
taken, Due to a change of plans, the guest speaker, Orrin Towner, for-
mer engineering director of WHAS, spoke to the group in the meeting
room, preceding the auction, which raised $624.25, highlighted by a
fierce bidding war on a KFAT jersey between John Clemmer and Frank
Merrill; it finally went for about $45. Sunday was mostly open; some
people visited Ken McHarg at WXVW-1450, The banquet and business
meeting was Sunday night, with card games and trading going on during
the discussions. Many headed out to the Beverage site for the first

or second night of DXing; the Beverage was pointed west, and several
Californians were heard.
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1981 NRC CONVENTION SPEECHES

transcribed/edited by Chris Hansen

This convention, held in Rockaway, NJ, was made memorable by the after-
banquet speeches of Ernie Cooper, Harley Steward, Pete Clarius, Carleton Lord,
and Dick Cooper. What fdllows is a transcription of each speech, edited both
by the speaker (when possible) and by the staff of this production,

ERNIE COOPER

I was hoping to be either second, third, or fourth instead of first,
because I didn't prepare anything. But, reminiscences being what we're talking
about, it's fairly easy to think of some of the odd things that happened in
radio in the old days. One thing, coming down here on Route 46 reminded me
of one peculiar station I heard only once from Whippany, NJ, not even ten
miles from here. There was a station logged on 900 kHz (I still like kilo-
cycles, I'm sorry), in the old days, testing around 2 or 3 o'clock in the
morning, giving the call letters W3XDD, Whippany, NJ, from the Bell Telephone
Company., What they apparently were doing was testing a new transmitter for
some station in this general area that they had just built. It was a local
signal; I lived in Brooklyn, NY at that time., I heard it once and once only.
They verified, but they never did say what the purpose of that transmitter
was, or why they were on the air at that time with it. I just understand that

it was a transmitter they had built for somebody else, and they tested it before

shipping it out; they had the FCC permit to do so.

In those days, maybe some of you saw the veries downstairs from Califor-
nia and Oregon that I brought with me. You might think it was pretty marve-
lous, but it really wasn't; it was a cinch in those days. There weren't any
such things as the all-nighters we have today -- maybe one or two here and
there. And, there were no such things as directional antennas, either, So,
virtually every station on the air had a fair chance to be heard across the
country if the conditions were decent. People used to hear stations here in
the East sign off at either midnight or 1 o'clock; then, that opened it up
for the Central time zone stations. They'd go off, mostly at one, some at
two; then you'd have a chance to hear Denver, Salt Lake City, and other points
in the Mountain time zones., After 2 o'clock California, Oregon, and Washing-
ton were very common, even on the regional frequencies -- on some mornings,
even on the graveyard channels,

I have at least two verifications from stations on the West Coast which
were running 50 watts. One was KPPC, Pasadena, which still exists -- I
believe it's running a hundred watts now (doubled its power; it's a tremen-
dous station now). Another one was KRKO in Everett, Washington, I believe
that was on 1370, with 50 watts., I got them on their regular monthly fre-
quency check. A frequency check in those days wasn't a cycle tone, it was
music (mostly band music and marches). After every record they'd give a very
clear ID, and the program would last 15 to 20 minutes, Nowadays, a frequency
check might last two or three minutes, and if they give an ID, you're lucky.

Just a comment on the kind of radios we had in those days -- I started
with just a house set, a Stewart-Warner. It was a six-tube set and no great
shakes, believe me. It took about a year before KFI made it in on that set --
it must have been a super morning to make it in. Then, I got a 7-tube




(SPEECH BY ERNIE COOPER -- continued)

Crosley after that, and I got fairly common reception from the West Coast on
it, I remember a DX program from Pendleton, Oregon -- KWRC was the call; it
was on 1240, I listened for 45 minutes and heard nothing. At about 3:45 the
signals made it in, and for the last 15 minutes of their program they were
coming in beautifully; 250 watts, they were. On 1240 there was nobody else
on the channel. Now, every hundred miles there's an all-nighter,

We heard some foreign stations in those days -- Argentina was fairly
common. The National Bureau of Standards conducted some tests with Argen-
tinian stations early in the morning. I think I have 6 verifications from
Argentina. Some of the stations were heard carrying a six-day bike race
broadcast; it was continuous sports. While I couldn't understand Spanish,

I could hear the cheering of the crowd and the screaming announcers; I heard
quite a few stations carry the six-day bike races during that time, in

1938 or 1939, We used to be able to hear Brazilian stations signing on at

3 o'clock in the morning (their time is usually two hours ahead of ours ).
When they were on daylight time in our winter, which is their summer, they
were signing on as early as 3 am on many clear channels -- 640 for one;

1440, Curitiba, I remember, they were no more than 10,000 watts, some of them
only 5,000, They were making it in fairly regularly. And, it didn't have

to be Monday morning then, because there were very few all-nighters. Every
morning was Monday. It's like we say in Provincetown: Every night is Satur-
day night.

Most of the DX programs and tests were conducted on Saturday and Sunday
then; it was more convenient, people work on Mondays. I can remember how many
Mondays in the last few years I used to go in bleary-eyed; I suppose my boss
thought I was out raising hell all weekend. Instead, I was sitting at home
playing with the radio., We didn't have to do that then -- you could sleep
on Saturday and Sunday.

0000000O
HARLEY STEWARD

When I think back to the days when I first took an interest in radio,
we had neighbors next door who had one of the first phonograph all-electric
sets -- it didn't use batteries, and it had a phonograph at one end and a
radio at the other. I used to go over there and hear skip around 1928 or 29.
1 became interested in radio then. But, my folks were poor, and they couldn't
afford a radio.

When I got to be 13 years old, one of the fellows at school had built
a crystal set through the Boy Scouts. We were so poor that my folks couldn't
even afford to have me belong to the Boy Scouts, Anyway, I went to the school
library and I started reading about crystal sets =-- so I built one., It
consisted of an oatmeal box; I melted lead and put a chunk of galena in it
(which is lead ore). I wound a cat's whisker on a safety pin. As I remember,
I had 2000 ohm headphones that I got from my grandfather. Believe it or not,
with that set and a good-size aerial, about 75 feet of wire, I was able to hear
at least a dozen clear-channel stations in the wintertime at night. I heard
stations as far away as WHO, Des Moines, and KMOX in St. Louis.

Later on I advanced from the crystal set and built a one-tuber. With
that one-tuber -- it was a regenerative set, which had been invented by
Major Armstrong, as you fellows know -- they were extremely sensitive --

I was able to receive stations in California like KPO and KFI, and stations
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(SPEECH BY HARLEY STEWARD -- continued)

out of Mexico. I got pretty much all the stations in the West. From there
I advanced to a three-tuber, and so forth,

I remember building one set. I entered it in a contest at the YMCA,
and I won fourth prize. The set worked real good, but it was kind of like a
cigar box. After I got married I got a real good receiver -- a Super Pro,
vintage about 1945. With that set I picked up all 48 contiguous United
States. As you saw, I purchased the HQ-180 today, and with that I'm hoping
I'11l be able to pick up all the continents. I was more or less forced to
learn electronics on my own so that I could build my own receivers -- I
probably built more than a dozen receivers in my day.

00000O00O0

PETE CLARIUS

Before I tell my few experiences I'd like to thank Russ and his staff
for the wonderful meal we had tonight -- I really enjoyed being here yester-
day and today. Russ, you did a fine job, I know I haven't attended as many
conventions as I should have, but that's another story.

My first verification was from 1931. I have that postal card home, and
it's just about ready to fall apart -- well, it's 50 years old, It was from
WPOE, out in Patchogue, Long Island -- the call letters stood for "Patchogue
Order of Elks." It was a 50-watt station on 1370, which in those days was a
graveyard channel,

The first real DX catch I had, which brought me into knowing what radio
clubs were all about, was from WEEU, Reading, Pennsylvania; they had a DX
program on one morning for the Newark News Radio Club, Of course, I didn't
know what a radio club was then., They said if you sent in a report they would
forward your name to the Newark News Radio Club, and they would give you a
copy of a magazine they published then, called the "Dialist." It was similar
to Radex, but not quite as elaborate. I got my copy of the magazine, and
Pete McKenna, who was the secretary then, put in a little note saying: '"We
have a member on Staten Island." He gave me the name, which of course was
that of Bernie Duffy. We developed a real close friendship; Bernie attended
quite a few conventions. As you know, he was terribly handicapped, but he
was, for me, one of the greatest persons I ever met,

I always remember going to conventions of the Newark News Radio Club
out in Lansdale, Pennsylvania, They used to have picnic-combination-conven-
tions out there -- they were really great,

I never had any big elaborate sets, like some of you fellows. I was
saying before, listening to Joe Fela and some of the fellows talking, I
shouldn't even call myself a DXer, thinking about all the fancy equipment
they had and the catches they'd get. My best catches were on a little 5-tube
Spartan, which wasn't much more than the size of a shoebox. In those days,
there wasn't any such thing as a directional antenna; I had about 25 feet of
copper wire which my mother graciously allowed me to wrap around the table
legs,

My biggest thrill was the morning FQN, on 609 then, I think, up in St,
Pierre, put on a DX program, I tried and I tried -- I heard something there,
but I just couldn't get it loud enough to get a report out. Somebody had
told me that your body acts as an additional aerial, so I just squeezed the



(SPEECH BY PETE CLARIUS -- continued)

end of the wire, and that was just enough to bring the signal in so I could get
a report on them,

Some of my other catches on this little set were Post Parisienne of
Paris; LRl and LRA in Argentina; PRF3 in Sao Paulo, Brazil; KSAN in San
Francisco, 100 watts; KXO in El Centro,

I always got a thrill out of radio; and, then too, in those days even
the owners of stations were more dedicated, I guess. For instance, WLW and
WSAI were owned by the Crosley Radio Corporation. I suppose that you old-
timers know that Powell Crosley, who was the owner, was a ham radio operator
himself. He was very interested in reception reports, and put on quite a few
DX programs,

In 1931 they had what they called the Federal Radio Commission, which
was the forerunner of the present FCC. At the time the commission was formed,
you could tune to a station on 600 kc one night, and the next night they'd
realize that that wasn't too good for them, so you'd find them not on 600
but on 650 or whatever frequency they decided to use. The Federal Radio
Commission was formed to have some kind of regulation on that,

It's nice seeing the old-timers again like Carleton Lord and Dick
Cooper here; we had many happy days in DX. I brought along my oldest National
Radio Club membership card -- for some reason I kept this one, I don't know
why. It was issued in 1947, signed by Ray Edge; we paid a tremendous amount
of dues in those days of $2.50 a year. I attended quite a few conventions --
I was up in Buffalo twice -- I remember one convention in Buffalo, there were
so few of us there that we had the convention in Ray Edge's cellar. I went
to conventions in Boston twice, and to the one in White plains. The last
one, I have to admit, was in 1970 in Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey. That
was the last one Bernie attended, also,

Through the years I've belonged to, I guess six or seven, maybe eight
radio clubs, but I can honestly say that there's no club like the National
Radio Club for comeraderie and for good hard solid information. Of course,
we've always been a broadcast band club; in fact I guess we're the only one.
I hope that we can all be here together next year in Louisville and, most of
all, in 1983 up in Hartford, our 50th anniversary.

I think it's wonderful that a hobby like ours can keep going for 50
years, Like my friend Bernie Duffy used to say, 'We have to look to the
future, we have to encourage young ones to come in because they are going to
be the members of the future." I can say that I've been really proud and
honored to be a member of the National Radio Club, and let's hope with God's
grace we'll be together for many many more years.

000000O00O

CARLETON LORD

It is real nice to be here tonight. This is my first NRC convention,
and I am sorry that I did not attend some of the others. I have enjoyed this
gathering, and am looking forward to a trip to Louisville next year and to
Hartford in '83.

Looking back to the period before World War II, I guess I was fortu-
nate to have become interested in DX when I was a teenager in the 1920's.
This was a time when every radio owner was a DXer for a while. He was
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interested in the new gadget he had at home, and with it he could hear farther
than just across the street. It was fairly common each morning on the way

to school or work to hear someone say: 'Well! I picked up Schenectady, . .
or Pittsburgh. . . or someplace last night,"

I got the DX bug in the middle 20's when we lived in a Philadelphia
suburb, The family started with a simple crystal set. We moved up to a
one-tube Westinghouse Aeriola Senior for headphone use, and I soon found out
that I, too, could hear Schenectady, and Pittsburgh, and even more distant
places. My Dad and I built a two-tube audio amplifier, and then we could hear
DX on a home-made loudspeaker.

In those days, the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin would devote three or
four pages on Friday night to radio. Much of the space was devoted to reports
on new circuits and receivers, and the balance contained ads by radio stores
telling you where to buy parts or complete kits for these advanced circuits.
You would read up on the goodies Friday night, and Saturday worning you would
go down to "Radio Row" on Market Street in Philadelphia to look and sometimes
to buy. Between 1924 and 1930, my Dad and I must have built eight or ten
receivers, all of them battery-powered. The last, and probably the best, was
the Bremer-Tully ''Nameless'" circuits, which we modified several times.

For a while, I listened to stations just for the pleasure of tuning
them in., I began keeping a log in 1925 and was very active until I graduated
from high school in 1927, While away at college the next three years, DXing
was limited, and no logs were kept.

I really got started again early in 1931, My family had moved to Ohio
and had a brand new 8-tube Westinghouse superhet. Its performance was amazing,
compared to our former home-made battery receivers. For about nine months,

I DXed with the speaker, sitting on the floor in front of the set after the
family had gone to bed.

With the savings from a summer job, I bought a Silver-Marshall 726-SW,
which was one of the first all-wave AC receivers. It was a mighty fine set,
and I did a. lot of good DXing with it. Its only problem was that it did not
have automatic volume control. For general listening on anything but locals,
it required constant attention to the volume control knob as signals faded
in and out,

DXing in the 1930's had to be a high spot in my DX career. You hear
acout the 'Golden Thirties." I DXed through the 20's and 30's and again from
1946 into the 70's, and I have to believe that the 1931-37 period was a very
good time to have been in the hobby.

As some of the others have said, DXing was easier then than it is now.
There were a few all-night stations, but not many. There were fewer stations
on each frequency, so there was less co-channel interference. And the
frequency checks then had one major difference: most stations were required
to sign off when other stations on their frequency were being checked. Hence,
when you tuned for testing stations during the first seven days of each month,
you had a 20-minute shot at a practically clear channel. If you did not hear
them, there was something wrong with you or your receiver, because about 300
stations were there to be grabbed.

Those were the days when the radio clubs arranged many courtesy programs
-- usually 15 to 25 each week during the winter months., Tips were exchanged
between clubs, and members of most clubs got ample notice of the upcoming
special programs.
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We also had international test broadcasts. In a study of medium-wave
propagation, the U.S. Bureau of Standards arranged a series of tests in 1936
by several South American stations. These really blasted the ears of North
American DXers.,

To give you an idea of reception records in the 'Golden Thirties,"
tonight I can give you some data from my own log. (I have with me a copy of
the September 1935 Radex, in which I marked stations as received and veri-
fied, and I did some checking last night.) At that time, there were 611
active stations in the United States, and I had verified 579 of them --
which is 94.8 percent, Sounds good, but a year later, all but four or five
were verified.

We talk about graveyard frequencies, which were different in 1935 --
1200, 1210, 1310, 1370, 1420, and 1500 kHz. There were 230 stations on those
six frequencies, and I had verified 211 of them -- which is 91.7 percent,
You would never get a record like that today from one location, To go a step
further, there were 83 stations in the three West Coast states -- 46 in Cali-
fornia, 15 in Oregon, and 22 in Washington -- all more than 2,000 miles from
my base in Akron, Ohio, In September 1935, I had verified 77 of these --
that's 92.8 percent. All of the 28 stations of 100 watts or less in those
three states were verified. Nothing unusual, and I'm not blowing my horn.
It was just a case that you could do it,

I would guess that a few of you here tonight will remember the Radex
""Mystery DX Contests'" in February 1936 and 1937, which certainly were
memorable events of those days. I originated the idea, and ran the contests
both years. For those of you who don't remember, here is a brief description,
On each of three successive Saturday, Sunday, and Monday mornings, between
1 and 5 a.m, EST, three stations per hour would broadcast a program for
Radex. That was 12 stations per day and a total of 36 stations. The only
kicker was that we didn't tell anybody which stations would be broadcasting.
You had to go out and fish., You had to cover the whole dial, and stop and
listen to every station you heard. We even included one of the 50 kW Mexi-
can border stations, which I am sure every contestant heard, but only a few
stopped to identify it as a Radex station,

Prizes each year were worthwhile: a 23-tube Scott Custom-Built receiv-
er, other receivers and radio gear, books, training courses, complete set of
replacement tubes, and subscriptions to Radex.

Contestants not only had to identify the contest stations, but submit
a verifiable report for each, which we checked against program logs submitted
to us by each station.,

Ray Lewis of Toledo, Ohio, won the 1936 contest, and correctly reported
every station that broadcast for Radex.

We found some interesting things in that contest. Some contestants
really wanted to win., One entrant set up three receivers and had members of
his family scan ranges of 550-890, 900-1200, and 1210-1550 kHz. Then there
were two listeners in the same town in New Jersey who sent in identical
reports: same stations, exactly the same time of reception for each, and
identical selections heard. They qualified for the last prize to be offered,
a 10-issue subscription to Radex, We hopad they would get our message when
we awarded five copies to each,

Another thing I recall from the old days were handles DXers used to
sign reports to the radio clubs. I once wrote a story about this for the
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NNRC Bulletin, and was fascinated by the 40 or 50 I had recorded. Lloyd Hahn
in Baltimore was ''The Rooster,'" Art Foerster in Indianapolis was the "Fyre-
lyter," fisherman Bob Corson in Cleveland was 'Switch Reel." Pete Clarius:
did you have a handle? (Clarius: '"No, but Carl Forestieri up in the Bronx
was 'The Bronx Owl.'") Yes, there was '"Honest Injun," '"The Nutley Bug,' and
many others. I happen to like the one I adopted, '"'Count de Veries,'" and
there's the Countess at the back table. This was an interesting sidelight of
DXing in those days, and of course it reminds me of the handles used by CB
operators today. Of course, ours were a little more genteel, because they
got into print instead of being broadcast anonymously over the air.

My DXing from the beginning right up to now has been very interesting.
There were times when I dropped out of the activity, as in 1940, when the
defense activity caused me to turn off the Scott and drop out of my clubs,

It was 1946 when 1 got back into harness. I have maintained club memberships
since then, but have been relatively inactive for the past few years. The
primary reason has been some problems with my receiver, but the NC-183D is
being gone over right now, and I expect to get back at the dials again.

This has been a great hobby, and one of the big dividends has been the
many fine people the Countess and I have met through the radio clubs. Many
of these became close personal friends, with whom we have visited back and
forth.

These clubs have been fascinating., NNRC was the first of its kind,
being organized in 1927, NRC came along in 1933 and prospered. And then
there were others that came along -- Globe Circlers DX Club, Globe Circlers
Radio DX Club, International DXers Alliance (whose publication was the '"Globe
Circler"), Atlantic Radio Club, Universal DX Club, Canadian DX Relay, and so
on. Charlie Morrison's IDA was different from the others in that it was
restricted to foreign DX, and had a long list of specials from all parts of
the globe.

There was a period when it seemed that any time a DXer had a typewriter,
access to a mimeograph, and the cash to buy some paper and a few stamps, he
was in the radio club business. He elected himself president, got out some
letters soliciting membership in this new and different club at a dollar or
two a year, and pretty soon started issuing bulletins of two, four, maybe
six pages every month, This was fine for him, and I guess his ego was bol-
stered, but it was a bit tough on the larger, more responsible clubs. Sudden-
ly, stations were receiving letters from all over, saying: 'Please put on a
special DX program for us."

It got to the point where the clubs formed the Inter-Club Cooperation
Plan, with Emily Griswald as chairperson. ICCP allocated frequencies and
stations to member clubs, and this meant that each station was going to
receive requests for special programs from only one club, Period. This
meant less grief for the station, and each special would not compete with
specials from other stations on the same frequency at the same time,

QUESTION: Will you tell us about the early days of Radex and your
affiliation with it?

ANSWER: Radex started publication in 1924 and really got into DX
somewhat by accident, Fred Butler was the Founder, Publisher, and Editor, and
he originally put out a magazine with a listing of stations and network
radio programs., It was intended for Joe Blow in Upper Mudshoe, Ohio, who
did not have access to a local newspaper with daily listing of radio programs.
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Joe would check the Radex program listing, select a program he wanted to hear,
and then note the nearest station that would be carrying it. The magazine
generated much mail from listeners who reported the distant stations they

had heard., Butler caught on fast to the fact that there were DXers out there
-~ people who bought the book for his original service, read reports on dis-
tant reception, and sent in their own reports and asked questions. He
expanded the reports section and added features on equipment and technical
problems, Suddenly, Radex became the DXer's Bible.

1'11l bet that nobody here remembers Keller's Radio Call Book and Log.
That was a small competitor of Radex, published by the W.A. Keller Company
in St. Paul, Minnesota, and I put in about a year and a half with them,
trying very hard to get out a book that would surpass Radex. Either I
didn't do as well as I had hoped or the publisher had a poor cash position,
because Keller suspended publication in 1934,

It has been said that if you can't beat them, join them, and in 1935
I went to work for Radex on a part-time basis to handle the BCB-DX pages.
For about 14 months my name did not appear; I just worked with no byline or
credit on the masthead. In 1936 it was announced that I was DX Editor, and
I was later named Associate Editor.

Radex started in Cleveland, in 1924, and moved to Conneaut, Ohio in
1935, Butler died suddenly in 1936, His wife took over as Publisher, and
Page Taylor, who had been Short Wave Editor, was moved up to Editor., The
business was moved back to Cleveland. Mrs. Butler sold the business in 1938,
and Radex and Page Taylor moved to Teaneck, NJ., I left in 1939, Page Taylor
departed in 1941, and Ray LaRocque became Editor., Publication was suspended
after the February 1942 issue.

Radex was a great package for 17 years. It brought up a generation
of many thousands of DXers in pre-war years. It was through Radex that we
learned that East Coast DXers were receiving Trans-Atlantic BCB statioms,
Scores of reports on the famous cricket match -- too long a story to relate
here -- established once and for all that listeners in the Eastern States
did hear French, English, German, and Italian stations., A couple of years
earlier, Radex had alerted DXers that stations in Australia and New Zealand
were being heard in the Eastern States, and then reported the "invasion" of
TP's one morning in 1932, I well remember that morning, From my home in
Akron, Ohio, at least 15 TP carriers were heard, too many to identify and log
in the time available before sunrise, Several had been heard previously,
four were new, and still more could have been logged if I only had more time,
a tape recorder, or another ear.

00000000

RICHARD H. (DICK) COOPER

First, I would have to echo everything that's been said up to now,
particularly some of the things that Carleton Lord said. I remember quite
well his mystery DX contest, one of the most enjoyable things that happened
during my DX years. One of the little tricks he played on us was to include
WLW in that list of stations, using their experimental call, W8XO, during
that period. You had to listen to the station in order to catch that,
Otherwise you would pass it by and not know that it was included in that
contest, which I did., Needless to say, I was not one of the winners, but
it was great fun, and I always enjoyed Radex magazine; it was the instrument
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by which I became interested in the hobby, as much as I have been.

Now, I know that the question is: 'What do I remember about the early
days?'" but I cannot come here without first saying a few other words. First,
it's been 13 years since Callarman took over -- when I turned it over to
Callarman I forgot about DXing except to read the bulletin and keep up with
the changes, For example, I know that WDXY has applied for a call letter
change, and I know generally what's going on.

As for my own tuning, I turned on the HQ-180A one day, after sitting
there for a couple of years; it was working pretty good. I thought: "I'll
get this thing going!" and it started to play OK, and all of a sudden, dead
silence. I fiddled around with it, but I thought: "That thing is done."
Then I decided, '"Well, before I put it out on the garbage heap I'll give it
one more shot." I turned it on a few weeks ago and, man, it's got new life!
It's playing good again. So, you might hear from me -- I might make a
comeback !

I want to say thanks for accepting me and making me feel good again,
I feel I am back among friends. I don't know your names, I don't know your
faces exactly, but you're the same people that I used to know, because you
talk the same language, you're interested in the same things, and you have
the same spirit, but different names. One of the first people I met was Dave
Schmidt; when I came through the door he said: "I'm Schmidt." I said: "Oh,
Frank." And then I realized "Hey, Frank Schmidt's got to be about 80 years
old!" Then he said '"Dave." Oh yeah, Dave., He's been to my house, you know,
See what happens to an old guy. The nice part about it is that you seem to
understand that -- make an allowance for a guy like me., It makes me feel
real good, so thank you for that.

The other thing I want to take time to say is something about the pur-
pose of a radio club that may have escaped some of you. The original inten-
tions of a radio club were to provide a means of exchanging information that
would be helpful to all the members, and Carleton said that the Newark Even-
ing News used to publish a column every Wednesday evening back in those days.
The radio club sprang out of that, ours included. The purpose was to provide
information that would be helpful to all the members. I think that's what
we do to this very day, and I hope that we'll always keep that in mind,

Most of the members have been very helpful in that regard, but there is
the occasional guy who takes and never gives anything back -- we've had a few
of this kind, and I hear you cussin' those guys out -- sometimes you call
them dirty names, without sometimes realizing what those fellows are guilty of.,
It's merely that they take more than they give. That's their sin. So, they
do not have honor in their old days. That's why I feel good right now,
knowing that I've done my little share; I've tried to give back as much as I
have been given. I repeat it now for your benefit, knowing that that's the
way it should be. So hear those words,

To the publisher: I don't know what the status is right now; I think
I read something that it's about to enter a transition stage again., If
that's so ., , . I've got the assistant publisher here with me, we edited it
as a family project, running the whole darn club for a couple of years, all
the functions thereof. I know how much work it is, and I know what a thank-
less task it is, most of the time -- but also a rewarding one, in that you
make many friends, and have many interesting experiences along the way. If
I were young again, I'd do it all over; I don't regret a minute of the time
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I gave supporting this organization. It has been well worth it to me. One
word of advice: A publisher should never take anything from the membership.
It's OK to hear their complaints, and then turn your back on them and forget
about them. If they give you too much, there's one little weapon I used once
on one guy who I thought was being a '"bad boy,'" and needed to punish a little
bit, I just simply mailed his bulletin late three weeks in a row! I've
never said it before to anybody -- I told someone last night, I forget who,
It doesn't matter now -- you can't convict me. The statute of limitations
has run out., I just pass it along as a suggestion to whoever the next
publisher is. You can use smart ideas like that to keep things under con-
trol. Make 'em think they're running things, and everybody'll be happy.

Now, that's important to me about the club, It amazes me that you
have the same interests now that we had in the old days. You're quite as
enthusiastic as we ever were, I believe. You certainly can't have the same
opportunities we had, for the hobby is entirely different, as Ernie said.
Pete and Carleton referred to those 100-watters on the West Coast -- I hawve
some of them, the ones they referred to -- and my pride and joy. Now I
remember the placard in Ray Edge's den: '"Them that can brag without lyin',
let 'em brag!"

I've got a letter from KTOH, Hilo, Hawaii -- it was easy back in
those days. KXO, which Pete mentioned -- I've got that one, and KRKO, some
of those. There was nothing to it -- a piece of cake. It was fun, though!

Now I have to tell you some more of the things I remember from that
period. The first report that went out of the country was to TGW, Guatemala,
I couldn't write a report very well then, Incidentally, that's one of the
things I learned from the hobby -- I learned how to spell, how to compose a
letter, how to punctuate. I learned some history, I learned geography, 1
learned a lot of things. That particular report to TGW, I had to get my
wife to help me write that report., We were both in our bare feet back in
those days. When we got the answer back, they also sent along a pound of
Guatemalan coffee. What d'ya know, we got a CARE package back in the '30's.
I think the rats got that coffee, or something.

Carleton Lord's Mystery DX Contest that I referred to before was one
of the highlights of my listening period. Some of the other programs that
you used to hear in the old days -- you recall, the DX programs -- many of
them were sponsored by Chamber-of-Commerce-type appeals, They wanted mail,
to hear from their listeners. They wanted to promote their communities.
You would usually receive some kind of souvenir from the particular station
they were programming that way. We got a little bottle of Orange Blossom
perfume from WJAX in Jacksonville, Florida -- the top winner got a carton
of oranges, I think that went to some more distant guy. Five pounds of
pecans from WGPC, Albany, Georgia -- World's Greatest Pecan Center,

most distant reporter, and that went to a guy on a ship at sea, a merchant
seaman, They sent you, on the verie, the name of the winner and the position
of his ship. Now you tell me how he would be able to prove where he was at
the time of reception -- I don't know -- he must have verified it with the
captain, He was the winner nevertheless, or so they say. At least I

Once I heard a station in Florida advertising a $5 gold piece to the
didn't get the $5 gold piece.
J

Another thing -- CFCO ran a DX contest and they got a bathtub full of
mail -- they had a picture of it in Radex magazine. The response in the
old days was quite a little bit greater than it is now. You can run a DX
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program now and you might get 20 letters, or 50, I think if we got 50
letters now we'd think it was a marvelous success. So, the response is
entirely different,

The other thing that amazes me, and I think it dates back to the time
when you fellows started to collect coverage maps. I can remember when the
first coverage maps began to appear, and some of you started to collect them;
then some of you started to collect Top 40 lists, the hits, you know, what
do you call them? (voice: survey sheets). Yes, survey sheets. Now, I've
'seen you auction off those little knick-knacks, advertising gimmicks, little
plastic billboards there. Lord knows what you'll have next. Well, anyway,
we didn't collect that kind of stuff in the old days. So, the hobby has
taken a lot of different directions, and I think that's one of the reasons
why you're able to keep going, because you do have these different avenues
of interest.

One of the avenues that you have is that many of you are more interested |

in the technical end. I know a lot of you are engineers, some of you are DJs,

and I know for sure that one of you is a member of the CIA., Don't ask me

how I know, because I'm not going to incriminate myself, but, remember, I

used to be the publisher of this outfit. You don't foel me, buddy; I've

been around too long. I just referred to the diversity of this club, which I

think is what perpetuates it, That pleased me, because it means that it

will continue to keep on,

I see that you raise the question about whether or not the club was
organized in 1933 or 1934, is that correct? There's some question about
that? Well, I might be able to check that out; when I get back home I'1l1l
go dig those files out, and that's quite possible, that there is an error
there. I see now that if you're planning a 50 year celebration that would
be important. I can almost figure out how that did happen, if that error
does exist, because I think you're basing your 50 years off that little
circular that said: "In the year 1933" that has the purpose of DXing, you
know, that little folder you send out with a report, explaining the hobby.
(voice: My information indicates that the first formation of the club --
the first formal organizational meeting, was held in November of 1933.) All
right, I could check that, and I will, I'll have to go through some of the
junk in the attic. Heaven knows how long that will take,

What I remember about the early days. Well, somebody already referred
to how poor they were, hey -- they weren't as poor as me, boy! I was poor!
A guy sent me a tape of a Baptist preacher from Shreveport, Louisiana a
month or so ago, and that fellow is speaking to a group of older people,
reminding them that they shouldn't give in to their fears, that old age
shouldn't hold any fears for them, that they should hold steadfast to the
things they believed in., Their faith should carry them through their old
age. When they did have fears, they were denying their faith., Then he
recalled living through the Depression, which I'm sure you've heard of, and
which I experienced., The preacher did too, and I'll repeat what he said:

"I picked cotton for 40¢ a hundred, and my brother and I cleaned a field for
a gallon of syrup., Some people say the Depression is coming back -- I sure
hope not, It hurt too much, But if it does, I can take it, but I still
feel sorry for you young-uns ~-- I wouldn't want you to have to go through
that." And, you know, that expresses my feeling too, It hurt too much.
But, even so, with all that behind us, the good parts were that we had a
hobby like DXing that provided the great benefits we got out of it, because
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we made something out of nothing, practically. With a magazine like Radex,
and people who were dedicated to working with the club and exchanging
information, we really had an interesting hobby that was a lot of fun in the
30's -- I agree with Carleton Lord, that was the high point of it. It still
provides you fellows with an unusual hobby -- most people think you're nuts.
I wonder sometimes about that myself.

When I started to tune, my father took me to a house where a fellow
had gotten a Crosley with a headphone set and an attachment where you could
use another headphone set, and we were allowed to listen on one of the head-
phones. We heard KDKA, which was only over the hill from us. Then, he'd
tune the dials and we heard Chicago. That led to my father getting a set
later on; it was 1925, and I remember the night he brought it home., We
couldn't wait until he got it hooked up. What about an antenna? He said,
"That's all right. We're going to run a wire upstairs and hook it up to
the bedsprings.'" That was our first antenna, and it worked.

The first station we tuned in was WSBC, Chicago; World Storage Battery
Company, it meant, and I don't know what it means now, don't care either.
I'1ll never forget the thrill that it was. Then, maybe the next one was KWW,
which was in Chicago then, KFKI, Hastings, Nebraska. You know, all these
other old goodies. I was just a kid, and I often wonder why they tolerated
that, I must have been a precocious little brat; the way I presided over
that radio -- tuned it up and down the dial, keeping the other members of
the family away from the set -- they indulged me a good bit of the time on
that thing. The rest of them probably wanted to hear something else,
although, I don't know, there was that DX feeling -- everyone had it to
some degree or another. They were kind of thrilled that you could get
those distant statioms,

The closest I ever came to getting a verie without realizing there
was such a hobby was hearing WAZL, Hazleton, on their first equipment test.
I thought they said WACL, which wasn't listed in my logbook, which was a
Stevens Logbook, or one of the others, Radex not being equipped then -- 1
don't think it was, or maybe it was about the time it started. But, I
sent them a card anyway, because it sounded like WACL, Hazleton, Pennsyl-
vania. Got a card back from them, it thanked me for the report and listed
their call letters as WAZL; it told me the frequency and power they were
using. That really conmstituted a verification, but I didn't know what it
meant, and that's long since gone. Then, it wasn't until I started reading
about verifications in Radex magazine that I started sending out reports in
earnest and began to collect them, I guess I have 2300 plus., At one time
also my goal was to verify all of the stations in the United States, and I
got it whittled down to 12, I believe. I can't be sure about that because,
as Mr. Lord says, you could never be sure how many you needed because there
were always construction permits being issued, and you weren't sure about
the status of the construction permit, whether the station was on the air
or not. But that was a goal; at one time I'd heard all the eastern stations
except WNAB, Bridgeport, Connecticut; then they ran a DX program and I sent
'em a report -- no answer. Finally I persuaded them to answer that report
with follow-ups, but by that time there were other stations on the East
Coast I needed, so I never realized that goal,

Then, the other thing I wanted to mention was all-nighters. What
was the first all-nighter you can remember, Carleton? (WEXL) Yeah., (Clar-
ius: WEXL, Royal Oaks, Michigan) 50 watts on 1370, Am I correct in
remembering that WFIW, Hopkinsville in Old Kentucky was one of the first
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all-nighters? Well, WFIW is no longer on the air.

I used to hear the same things the rest of you have reported, except
I don't believe anyone mentioned this: The eastern stations used to sign
off, some of them at eleven, some of 'em 12, all of 'em by one, The Central
time zone stations, I can't think of any that weren't off by midnight Central
time. This meant that if we started to listen at 1 am, we were going to
hear, with a few exceptions, Mountain or Pacific time stations; this was par-
ticularly true after 2 am, Anything you heard after 2 am had to be a Mountain
or Pacific time zone station. Then, if you were listening after 3 am, and
you started at one end of the dial up to the other, if you stopped on a
carrier you knew right away that all you had to do was stick there a little
bit and there'd be an identification -- it usually was a new station test-
ing. The one Ernie Cooper referred to, your Whippany, New Jersey, was one
of the many calls Whippany used experimentally, issued by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission upon receipt of a request from the manufacturer, who
had the permission of the FCC on specific application to test that transmitter
before shipment to the purchaser. So there were many stations broadcast from
Whippany, New Jersey as you described, with different call letters. Many of
them confirmed, and many of the old DXers had such verifications in their
files.

The Australians we used to hear, the Zedders, we didn't get those
until sunrise here in the East. It was time to get up and go to work,
unless you had stayed up all night and were sound asleep. Five-thirty am
I'm talking.

Okinawa during the war years -- KSAI in Saipan, I remember one night
Ralph Johanns called me -- he lived in Buffalo., None of you had the privi-
lege of meeting him, I realize, talking about someone not very many of you
met -- an unusual character. He could speak French and German, born in
Luxembourg; he was married to an Indian girl. You'd go to his house and
there was just a bare floor; he had a room where he repaired radios, it
looked 1like a jungle., He was a poor man, but he could pay his own way., I
could write a book about him, I think (chuckles). Johanns called me on
the phone one night to tell me that such-and-such a station was testing.
So I thought, '"Hey, that's pretty good." A little bit later that same night
I hear KSAI Saipan coming in; I'd already recorded KSAI, so I said, "I'll
call Johanns back, repay the favor." I didn't realize at the time that the
guy had to answer on a pay phone down the hall three flights down. After it
rang a while he got on the phone and I told him about KSAI. The next time
we met he said, "Don't ever call me again!" Why's that?" 'Well, you'll
wake everyone in the whole damn building!" Of course, you couldn't help
that guy. The other thing about him was that when he'd send us a DX report
on one of those DX programs, WCPA, he'd send in a Spanish report form., I
have it in my file. He is one of those characters who gives us pleasure,
part of the spice of life. He'd send little clippings along, Lord knows
what you'd get from him, He'd send you a calendar at Christmastime that
he'd gotten from the bank somewhere in Buffalo, things like that, He was a
very unpredictable man,

I want to just listen to see if there's anything on your minds, I
don't know whether I can answer your questions or not,

QUESTION Can you go back to 1933 and tell us what you remember about
the founders at York?
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ANSWER Bob Weaver was the guy who started the club, and I was kind of
thinking of him when Carlton was referring to the start of some of those radio
clubs, and I suspect that maybe that was the kind of guy he was -- he had
access to a mimeograph machine and a few reams of paper from his father's
office and some stencils, and the idea that he could run his own club better
than he could get along with some other groups. Probably that was the way it
got started. Then he had some fellows around that area -- Art Brackville, who
was a very excellent man, down in the Lancaster area, and Warren Routzahn,
who was a good member of our club for many years. I know many of the older
men know him. He was one of the original members. . . who were some of the
others? Kermit Geary, he's still a member of the club; Frank Wheeler, his
membership goes back about that far, There was another Erie man, Harry
Gordon. Well, that was the Erie group. In the York group, it all revolved
around Weaver,

I think in that issue where we printed those pictures there was one
of those little group pictures at the York convention. There was a '39
picture from Erie, but I don't remember whether there was one from York. That
picture was taken by Warren Routzahn, and Bob Weaver's picture was in there;
Kermit Geary's picture was in there also., I'm pretty sure that you ran
that, Well, that was the original York group. We had that meeting to make
plans for the following fall; CPC stationery was printed ~- I think I still
have a few sheets of it,

The next thing we heard, Weaver decided he couldn't go through with
the club anymore -- the club is no more, We then hear from Harry Gordomn is
that he's negotiating to try to take over what's left of the radio club. I
was somewhat shocked to find out how few members there were. Gordon strug-
gled for a long time to try to coax people to join the club. At that time
it was an all-wave club; we had as many shortwave members as we had broadcast-
band, It almost died there, but finally he got it going. We just had a
nucleus of active members that seemed to have a good exchange of information
that kept it alive; it started to become a different club. Then we recruited
Ernie along the line; you can always build something when you have one guy
that sticks at it, and I don't think anyone stuck at it any longer than him,
So, if you're handing out medals, make sure he gets one. A star right in
the middle of your forehead, Ernie. (E. Cooper: It might be a target.)

QUESTION Were Ekko stamps in use very long?

ANSWER Now, fellows, back me up on this; I don't remember very much
about this except that it was a stamp company that tried originally to sell
the stations the idea of the stamps. The object was that the reporter had
to send in a dime when he was asking for verifications. Or, he could send
his verifications in from the stations and they would make the Ekko stamps,
10¢ apiece for as many as he wanted to order., He had to supply them his
verifications as proof. They were printed by the American Bank Note Company.
It had its demise in relatively recent times; I think Tyndall was the last guy
to use them, to my knowledge. He had an Ekko stamp for every verification he
had, which was 6 or 7 thousand -- many thousands. What he would do is he
arranged with the people who took over the stamps to purchase what was left
and he would send his verifications in and tell them what color he wanted;
they would print the call letters on the stamps he wanted of the specified
color and send them back,

The original idea was promoted to the station; they'd sell the Ekko
stamps to the station and they'd charge the DX-fan 10¢. But many stations
gave them away; in fact, I never paid for one. Then, some stations prepared
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their own stamps; the KFI stamp is not an Ekko stamp, it's a station stamp.
Then, that led to such things as KFBL, Dublin, Texas advertising "Send us 13¢
for this beautiful four-color certificate of verification.,'" It was just an
ordinary little cheap printing job "just like some guy in Kittanning would
do." FEkko almost became another hobby. Harry Gordon had gathered up all the
stamps left over by WERE when they changed their call letters to WLEU. He
was passing them out as souvenirs, So, they never had any real significance.

QUESTION What was your DXing like during World War II?

ANSWER During World War II? Well, we ought to mention some of the
stations, WXLQ, the 50-watter in Bermuda, an Armed Forces Radio station; the
one in the Panama Canal Zone, KCA on 790; Greenland. Yeah, I'm going to
brag a little there. There was an Armed Forces Radio station in Greenland;
gee, I can't pronounce the name of the city. Well, these people were using
the call letters WXLS. I went over to WISR in Butler; a member of the club,
Dave Snyder, was chief engineer over there, and he invited me over. They
had a Hallicrafter receiver there at the transmitter, We hooked the station
antenna up as a receiving antenna, and we were able to log that station.

It was pretty hard copy; Dave spent quite a few years as a radioman in the
Merchant Marine, and he was used to picking it out of the mud. He tuned it
in and says, "There she is, Coop." I sat with the phones on for a while,
and got enough out of it that they confirmed it. After I got my answer back
he said to me, '"Did you have nerve enough to send those guys a report?'" So,
you know I didn't have much. But I heard them nevertheless.

The programming otherwise, and you've given me a good lead-in here
to something I wanted to pass along, was a little different. You know, the
guys were in the services and the people have no tires for their cars, they
can't get any cars, they quit making automobiles because everything's for
the military. The programming's a little more somber. The news itself had
casualty lists first in the morning; there were a lot of tears shed when you
think about what's going on in the world. I don't know whether that's what
you wanted me to say but that's what I have to say.

QUESTION What did you hear from European stations during the war years?

ANSWER Really, once again I'm not the right person to answer that
question because I never spent that much time tuning for foreign stationms.
Locally I can tell you this about it: they signed off a little earlier,
and verifications came through on wartime paper. I once got a verie on
which was written a short note: We're conserving paper in support of the
war effort. The government had restrictions on the manufacture of paper.

It didn't really make a great deal of difference in the conditions
that I know of, except there were these unique stations that popped up,
were there for a brief time, and then disappeared.

I remember a slogan on the shortwave stations (the hams were shut
down; they weren't allowed to transmit). The Japanese hams' prefix was '"JO";
they had a slogan out: '"Let's KO the JOs!" I rem