

















® AFRICAN-ASIAN DX

PART - AFRICAN D. X.

Pete Taylor

My wife, a Sony ICF 6700W, an SM-2 loop antenna, a Realistic CTR-48 cassette
recorder took an around-the-world tour Nov. 9-Dec. 15, covering Cape Town,
Nairobi, Cairo, Hong Kong, and Bei jing/Shanghai/Hangzhou/Guangzhou in China.

The Sony has a digital readout, a separate RF control (useful when the loop

was overloaded), and a button for 30 seconds of dial lighting when in battery

mode -- useful when DXing in the dark so onecan take quick, scrawly notes.
However, the unit is a bit large to lug around in a suitcase. The CTR-48,
a new model, has a pause button, and the light (red) serves as a VU and as
a warning for when the batteries run out (I learned the hard way). An
option allows you to fast forward and rewind with the tape running over the
head; this was useful when I was making dubs.

This report covers reception in AFRICA; the ASIA report will follow later.
For African DX, I combined the information from the front (by country) and
back (by frequency) of WRTVH 79. The primary variance is that the back con-
tains planned as well as active stations. My "by country"” section had freg.
and city by country; the "by frequency" section contained location, power,

and operating hours when known. Geneva plan (GP) frequencies were used, but
where variances had been reported during the past year, these were noted, too.
This was fine, but I underestimated the number of Europeans which would be
regularly heard even in South Africa! As a result, I had to use the WRTVH
anyway .

It was impossible to go after everything. Africa has not given the GP its
very best; there are 1kHz squeals just about everywhere. With Arabic and
Greek speaking friends here in San Francisco, I have attempted to identify
as many signals as possible. Now, let's take a look at reception conditions
in the cities in which we stayed.

CAPE TOWN/SOUTH AFRICA. Ecstasy -- only one local station, Radio 5 on 729
kHz. All South African stations are on GP frequencies (1 kHz up from WRTVH
79) except Johannesburg-West on 575 ("It will be changed in due course").
Grahamstown is on 810 (not 701/702) and a bit of this was readable in Cape
Town (CT). RA-930, Paradise-1265 and PJB-800 were the last to go, right
around LSR during my all night session the morning of 11/13 (on the deck
outside the room).

NAIROBI & KENYA Not on GP. The Hilton was a bit noisy, but all the WRTVH
79 stations were noted except Kisumu-882; it or something else with local
programming up to 0400 network news {//611) was noted on 852. 611 + 746
combine for a 1357 image, and 611 spurs are on 650 & 691, and also 568,
which was readable 130 miles away. The 1268 outlet was noted //89.5 but I
think it was too weak for Nairobi and too strong for Nyeri. A 1295 outlet
was heard; maybe this is in Nyeri. The Mombasa outlets (1079/791) were
weak; Kisumu 557/953 were fair. Either the conductivity is poor or they are
poorly engineered; they don't get out well for 100kw. Tanzania-1215 is fair
days, and that's that.

CAIRQ The locals are pretty clean. Cyprus 603/639/1233/1323; Israel (depend-
ing on the jamming); Lebanon (1500 is poor); Duba 594/1521, and a BFO from
Guriat-900; Bulgaria-576 under Israel; and Syria 566/782 are readable days.
The locals:

532 0C (block Israel-531)

557 Foreign language programming

621 Batra. Widely heard in Africa.

675 Tone (blocks Jerusalem)

711 EE LL 1750 11/24; FF LL 1845 11/25. Uses piano to separate items.

738 Severe jamming (Israel)

774 Abis. Weak in Cape Town.

819 Batra. Heard throughout Africa.

873 Cairo V

904 CW "“RP”

937 Power here is 30kw.

992 CW "RP"

1036 OC comes on about 1800 or so -- ? /nights.
1062 TT 0457 11/25, into "western" music (Muzak) //94.1 by 0510. AA mx

1107 Batra. Widely heard. EE nx 1410 11/23. /Cairo.

1161 Tanta? Quite strong and //1341 1923 11/25 but not // to anything in
1341 Never // to 557, listed as Bawiti but actually in Cairo w/100kw

®

The 532/675/738 jammers are off when Israel is off AA programming. For in-
stance, FF nx 1817 11/24, also on 1026, was in the clear. A "growl" is noted
on 621 and 1107, either due to being off frequency a bit or to proximity to
jamming transmitters--a phenomenon which may be true in China as well.

Now for the fun part. CT=Cape Town, N=Nairobi, Nn=140 miles north of Nairobi,
Nw=130 west of Nairobi, E=Cairo, Egypt.

531 CT Weak AA 2235 11/11 (presumed Ain Beida). (Gizan is not on).

540 CT AA drama 2105 11/11 (presumed Sidi Bennour)

545 Nw CW "KI" noted, presumably Kisumu beacon

549 E Unid AA 1505 11/24 w/USSR under; Lebanon presumed during the daytime.

CT ALGERIA Les Trembles//576 in AA 0105 11/12

557 N  KENYA Kisumu//746 1700 11/14 & 0415 11/15 with EE nx.

566 E SYRIA Homs Termaley generally//666 747 782

575 Nw UGANDA Mityana EE nx 1907 11/19 into C&W music//728, and EE nx 0950
11/20 //638 728. No "Blue" or "Red" network mentioned.

576 CT ALGERIA Bechar//549 AA 0105 11/12

E BULGARIA Vidin under Israel days and over it at nights

580 CT WKAQ San Juan weak 0040 11/13

N  Unid AA or similar 2050 11/14; taped

585 Nn SAUDI ARABIA Riyadh//594 684 900 1521 w/prayer at 1558 11/17. Also
noted in CT." From Nairobi, noted strong with piamist Stanley Black
versions of "Orchids in the Moonlight" & "La Vie En Rose" while
interviewing engineer who taped musicians & reading of letters from
listeners.

593 CT UNID AA w/594 het 2310 11/11 /1600

594 N  SAUDIA ARABIA Duba Prayer//585 684 900 1521 at 1558 11/17, off at

E BULGARIA Pleven on top nights but not as strong as 576
Nw UNID "Dixieland" 11/19 1910 - Nigeria?

599 CT CW "NNI", this is off freq. harmonic of aero-beacon "on" 298.8.

603 CT UNID AA 2220 11/10

612 CT MOROCCO Sebaa Aioun strong chanting 2215 11/10 /about equal

621 CT EGYPT Batra creating a "growl" against Canary Is. 2110 11/11, both

630 N  UNID music//576 2105 11/%4. The 630 music sounded syncho.

CT UNID AA 2130 11/10, presume Tunisia

638 Nw UGANDA Kampala EE nx 1910 11/19, //575 728 950 11/20. Distorted.

639 -- CYPRUS Zyyi BBC fine signal everywhere. //648 w/rock 2115 11/11 and
for the only noted time (Nairobi). Did have nasty Uganda-638 het
in Nairobi. //702 1323 1413 w/BBC WS discussion on inflation 11/14

CT SPAIN La Coruna & synchros fair 0000 11/12 2105/

648 CT ENGLAND Orfordness/Crowborough not heard in N or E. Weak//639 with

rock 2115 11/11; different WS pgm. than 639 2305 11/10.
E USSR UNID fair 1505 11/24

666 E SYRIA TT 1510 11/24 (Damascus). Also fair in AA 2120 11/11 CT. AA mx//
782 827 1905 11/14 from Nairobi.

CT REUNION St. Pierre non-local FF pgm. 1815 11/12, weak

675 N MALAWI Mzuzu MBC pgm. produced by state broadcasting organization
of Mauritius, Tanzania & Malawi; Wm. Tell Overture; "When the Blue
of the Night Meets the Gold of the Day", "Too Ra Loo Ra" {2 instru-
mentals; perhaps a tribute to Bing Crosby. Owen {something) keeping
you company until closedown. Commerical, "Huna MBC" and then news
in what must be Chichewa (must be similar to Swahili)

CT FRANCE Marseilles very good w/pops 2240 11/10 and //1161 2345 with
accordion music /Belgrade

684 E  SAUDIA ARABIA Jeddah prayer //585 900 1521 at 1558 11/17, weak under

CT SPAIN Seville fair in SS 2135 11/10

702 N OMAN Masirah BBC WS//639 1323 1413 11/14 2105. Heard throughout
Africa. AA programming often sounds like a sliglitly mistuned single-
sideband pick-up

711 CT FRANCE Rennes fair FF 2240 11/10

720 Nw TANZANIA Mwanza //1215 0420 11/21

E CYPRUS Zyyi BBC weak EE nx 1512 11/24, Big Ben, into Persian. Poor
for even 100kw unless it is DA. ) )

728 Nw UGANDA Butebo EE nx//575 into C&W mx 1915 11/19;EE nx//575 638" 0950
11/20; and EE nx 0415 11/21. The most distorted of all.

729 E GREECE Athens vegetable prices and then into some blues “Down by the
Riverside" and others at 1830 11/24. Carrier popped off twice during
this. Bad 728 het.

737 CT MOZAMBIQUE Maputo pops 2135 11/10, 2150 11/14 w/Cape Town slop

738 E  ISRAEL Tel Aviv FF nx 1817 11/24//weak 675 and 1026

747 E  BULGARIA Petrich very strong w/mx 1834 11/24 (738 jamming wasn't on).
Also noted on strong level Nairobi 2033 11/14.

LATE CPC TEST INFO

4/14% WECO-940 Wartburg, TN 0115-0200 Eastern Local Time, 1 kw. Likely to

Mon. use 1000 Hertz tones, frequent IDs, music. Reports to: Mr. Carl E.
Stump, CE, Box 100, Wartburg, TN 37887. Arransed: Bill Rgggn, NRC.



















