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STATIC FROM HQ

As we sit here on a hot Sunday afternoon, we're short on one colump——ID?D
has not arrived. Since we haven't heard from Chuck, we'll assume it's in
the mail to us. If you see it inside, we got it. Otherwise..... The
support for the columns is almost non-existent. In fact, we'll have to

make a schedule adjustment for August based on lack of support. In a survey
we asked about frequency of issues and there were many comments,.partlcular—
ly from younger members, that DX News did not come often enough in Summer.
We added two summer issues but we can't justify the expense. SOvessersvens

SCHEDULE CHANGE - EDITORS NOTE

DX News will come to you on July 14, August 11, September 8 & 22. There
will be no_Augusgt 25 issue.

It was a real pleasure to receive a call from Mr. Dale Cook, CE at the new
WPOE-1520, in Greenfield, MA. Mr. Cook informed us that WPOE is aiming for
going on regular schedule the first week of July, hopefully before July 4.
They will be on the air every Monday morning from 0000-0300 ELT from now
until Christmas. Dale says he'll be sending veries soon to all who have
reported recently. :

Corrections to my typoing last time, etc. The AM Stereo clip used last

time was from Phil Sullivan. The correct line-up for the picture we used
from the YAD GTG was: (1 to r) Bob Popa, Darlene Glick, Pat Hartlage's arm,
Paul Mount (hat shows only), John Buehler, Chuck Rader, Dick Truax, Jim
Wallace (hidden), and Bill Whitacre. Also, LA may be the city of the Angles,

too (hi!). /End of Pat's typoing/ Q )

Down to business.on a rather serious note....As announced in the last issue
of DX news, Pat has reluctantly resigned his position as Secretary effect-
ive October 1, 1980. This effectively reduces the active "hard core" LPC

to just two active members- Gary Atkins and Dick Truax., This is down from
the original "core" of five or six members in LPC at its inception in 1977.
Accordingly some announcements and/or adjustments are in order. Effective
with this issue Gary Atkins will become/assume the position of 'acting
editor' as we have had no active editor since October 1979. Corporate records
with the State of Kentucky have been amended accordingly. I will continue

as Treasurer here in Louisville. This leaves the position of Secretary vacant
for the time being.

It is our consensus that for the time being we will endeavor to carry-on

as usual under this new arrangement. At present,during the off season, the
level of correspondence is at a minimum and in all likelihood the two of

us will be able to keep up with routine inquiries, complaints, etc. However
with the new season upon us we foresee the need for a Secretary, possibly
even a 'remote' Secretary to handle the increased correspondence.

On a more longrange basis, with Gary's employment terminating locally in

the next 12 months and my personal situation even more uncertain, it becomes
necessary to begin serious planning for the future of our Club in terms of

a new publishing committee in the not-too-distant future. More precisely
within the next 12 months an orderly transition to a new publishing group
must take place if we are to avoid the "crisis" takeovers in years past.
Paraphrasing a famous quote-"Now is the time for all qualified members to
consider coming to the aid of their Club; the biggest, oldest and best DX
organization of its kind. As we consider the alternatives here, we also
welcome input from all members in good standing as to our future. .

More will be announced in future issues, but in fairness to the membershi

we thjfﬁt_Eil~sh°uld be appraised of our current status here at LPC.

V7oK adax é‘{‘;ﬂ Gt
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I TELEVISION SWEEP HARMONICS

As many DX'ers know, TV receivers are notorious QRM generators, The interference
originates in the horizontal sweep stage of the set, causing harmonics of the
plcture tubes sweep pulse to radiate for perhaps hundreds of feet. Horizontal

sync pulses were 15,750 khz in black-and-white service, and were modified sli-
ghtly for color service to avoid hetrodyning problems with the 3,579+ mhz color
subcarrier signal in the set itself., The color service horiz, freq. 1s 15,734,26%
hz + ,044 hz; this frequency 1s rigidly maintained, At the same time, the vertical
rate was changed from 60 to 59,94 hz for color broadcasting, Note: This applies
only to the American NTSC standard of color TV with 525 line pictures. Other TV
systems in use in other parts of the world with such as 405, 625 and 819 lines
will not produce harmonics at these frequencies., Thus, DXers outside the U,S, ought
to not use this chart,

It is still possible that in a few areas, black-and-white transmissions may still
be in use, although this is quite doubtful now. The way to check this is to monitor
the frequencies 630 and 1260 khz, If the TV set causing your QRM 1is recelving a

B-W transmission, the horiz, osc in the set will be locked to 15,750 khz sync pul-
ses, whose harmonics fall exactly on 630 and 1260 khz, Color transmlssions will,

on the other hand, cause harmonics to fall a few hundred hz on the low side, and
will cause an audible hetrodyne on these two frequencles. (See chart, 40th and 80th
harmonic).

This is the most accurate listing of these frequencies to appear in the DX press.
NRC's listing that appeared in DX News (18 Nov 1967) carried frequenciles only to
the nearest tens of hz, and contained some interpolation errors caused by final
rounding, The figures in this chart are rounded to the nearest whole hertz, These
numbers were obtained by finding multiples of 15.734264 on a calculator. Inciden-
tally, the error caused by using 15,734 as the base figure amounts to about 17 hz
per Mhz; not a very great amount.

For the benefit of Longwave, as well as Tropical Band DXers and Harmonic Chasers,
who can use these calibration checkpoints outside the standard broadcast band,
we're listing the entire rundown up to 4 mhz or so, Despite the accuracy implied
in this list, note that these pulses are not spectrally pure, but contain noise
sidebands of 60, 120 and so on hertz. Thus the pulses may appear to be tens of hz
wide, especially if heard at s-7 or louder,

Elimination of these harmonics, which 1s more desirable than hearing them, has been
dealt with occasionally in past issues of DX News and more thoroughly in the Ama-

teur radio press, The DXers own set may have to be completely shielded around the
sides, back and bottom with sheet aluminum (leave clearance around the picture tube,
which carries 25,000 volts on the inside shell, this can jump an inch), install

leaded glass in front of the CRT in the worst cases, and put filters and traps in

the antenna and power leads. Traps and filtérs are by far the most cost-effective
approach. Lafayette Radio carries high-pass filters (for TVI elimination from CB
radios etc.) which insert in the antenna lead. The Radio Amateurs Handbook has some
help in this regard. (Available from A .R,R,L., Newington, CT 06111, $4.50). Severe
cases will occur in apartments, from multiple sets in use, and its doubtful the DXer
could shield all these sets. He may have to arrange with the set owner to have a service
man do it, with the DXer paying for parts and labor; in a large apartment that could
run hundreds of dollars. Receiving-wise, directional loops and sharp IF stages in the
rx are about all that may be used, The signal arrives just as the desired one does,

so there's not much to do if the ITV 1s right on the wanted freq. The only real cure

is to turn off the offending TV. A last-ditch desperation move, that is strictly
temporary, and ought to be used only very seldom (in the event of a Special that might
be wiped out otherwise, 1s to get a VHF signal generator snd couple it into an an-
tenna and sweep it across the TV channels, getting the viewer to switch off in disgust.
This is dangerous, as it can put interference in the aviation bands around 120 mhz,

and the user is strictly on his own if he tries it. Do it more than.twice, and you'll
likely have the fuzz after you...that's what "temporary cure” means, Apartment dwellers
could find themselves kicked out for repeated use of this tactic., But it likely WILL
work once... Best thing to do is move to a big Farm in Ohio, I'd like that myself.
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This chart presented as a service for all DXers, to aid in identifying
riers, and for determining frequencies by using these as check points.
may be reproduced by any other DX club, providing NRC is credited. VALID ONLY IN

THE UNITED STATES,AND CANADA (525 line N,T.S.C, Color television).
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@ QUR "A,B.C." ISSUE PRODUCES ONE "A" AND TWO "C's",

DICK DIGS RANCHERA o
RICHARD CIARK - 1,332 DeBeers Drive . El Paso, Texas . 7992l
sessdratarsss  Hore I3 another report from El Paso.juares DX center, First of all we have
a new BCB station, XEZOL-860 "Radio Sol" with the format of Ranchera, still daytime. I must
say it took a long ‘time to get this one on the air, about 15 years! Okher changes are:
XEROX-800 is now "R, ‘Cafion", also ranchera daytime, and gospel &t might, We now have five
renchera stations in town and sure is great: I just love all that ranchera music in which
is #1 for me. XNow for the Caribbean side. HIVP-970 ex-1470 in Villa Tapia with only oall
letters as slogan, ex-R. Variadades, still daytime. That's it for now, 3.

: THOMAS “MAKES HIS MOVE"
THOMAS (SKIP) AREY . Box 13 . Noble Street - Mauricetown, New Jersey . 08329 WB2GHA
ssassasissansssrss  (reetings all, The above address should be valid by the time this
issue reaches everyome, I have campleted my Masters Degree & I am moving to a new location
at which I will have & lot more room for my radio shack, (A whole attic even), I will
2lso have & lot more time to pursue our mutusl hobby. This Summer I plan to modify both of
my TRF's & la CHUCK HUTTON and MARK CONNELLY's many fine articles. (Sorry guys, I'd rather
do it myself). I am also trying to track down information on modifications for the Radio
Shack DX-160, specifically how to disarm the loopstiock and inatall improved filtering. If
anyone osn give me any information in this area please lat me know, A number or people
have asked me for informetion concerning my Radio Shack Astronaut 8 that I mentioned in my
last Muse. I know absolutely nothing about it other than to say it is an eight band port-
able with a jack for external antenna & I eannot for the 1ife of me figure out how to get
inside of it. If anyone kmows something tricky about getting inside of this case I could
then tell everyone interested a great deal more about this radio., More after moving day,
good Summer DXing to all.

MOTHBALL MEMORIES
CHAPTER CXLIV - MORT MEEEEN CONTINUES HIS WALX DONN MEMOKY LANE.  (PART II; THE END)

Stations gave their ocall letters good and clear exactly on the hour and be.
tween every program, even the 15 minute ones. That's when I DXed, Stations were proud
of their oall letters in those days and if they used a slogan it would be with the ocall let-
ters, Examples: WGN, The World's Greatest Newspaper", or "WSM, We Shield Milliems,."

Philoo radics made By the Phlladelphia Storage Battery Company were the #1
seller in the mid-30s. About 1937 communications radios were becoming popular and now had
nine to 11 tubes, Hallicrafters must have had half the market and my first "ham" redio was
the 1937 Hallicrafters SX-11. I thought it was a wonderful set but it did "bug me" that it
drifted 30 ko/s. during the first ane half-hour of opéeration. By today's standards I'd
say it wasn't as good for DX as some of the low prioce transistors now available,

The Hammarlund Super-Pro was probably the best of DX sets but few could af.
ford one. I considered the Hammarlund HQ-120 a darn good set and it sold for asbout $129.
After the Big War it was replaced by the HQ.129X that sold for about $179 and seemed like
almost the same radio to me. The ham band spread dial was changed from 0 to 100 to a dial
that gave a ten kH:z reading.

DXing in the 30s was more fun even though we had little technical knowledge
snd much weaker equipment, Of the couple hundred DXers I kmew perhaps only a dosen were in
the radio industry. Ollie Ross, the men ocalled the world's greatest DXer by the Universal
Badio DX Club of Oskland, was a bartender. He had some kind of metal ball on top of a high
pole for an entenna that was a mystery to me. Bill Wheatley, head of the Globe Circlers' DX
Club, was & carpenter, Irv Potts of the NNRC was on offiee supervisor for the Newark Fire
Department. Rey Edge of NRC and Ben Feinstein of NNRC were policemen and quite a few oth-
ers, like myself, worked for the post office. The Biss brothers of Minnesote were farmers
but Raleigh soon went into the business of radio repairs, - Having no technical knowledge
didn't lbep us from coming up with theories about DX and antennss. Someone studied daily
weather maps in their newspaper and came up with the thought DX traveled from high to low
pressure areas much better than the other way arowmd. Many felt signals coming from the
direction of & full moon were greatly weakened. ) '

DX was mostly domestic in those days but we did hear foreigners other than
Cuba, France was heard often in New Jersey after sunset and 1YA and KGU reached my radio
several times, DX programs from two Argentine stations surprised me with their volume
but my logs showed few Central and South American stations & I don't remembsr them being
heard evenings. Mexico had border stations with super powsr of up to 500kw so they could
run mail order businesses into the U.S, Canada had about & half dozen 15 and 25 watt sta-
tions that were DX targets. Calls were like 10.BP and 10.AK.

RADEX was our DX Bible and issued a ocompletely BCE DX magazine ten times a
year. Each issue had a camplete log by frequency, state & call & it was very aocurate.
Other loga were put out by White's in Rhode Island and tube companies like Cunningham's but
they didn't contein the many pages of interesting reading of letters from DXers like RADEX.

DX Clubs were many & mostly they were one.man operations that lasted only a
few years. In Chioago Charles Morrison printed a DX Club devoted only to foreign BCB DX and
to join it you had to produce a few foreign veries. MNost of the DX Clubs put out a mimeoed
bulletin either semi.monthly or monthly & it only contained about eight pages. Most of the
pages were letters from DXers,

In the 30s we were happy to ba converting from batteries to electric. Today
this trend has reversed somewhat but today's batteries are many times smaller than what we
required to light up our tube radios. In closing I can remember when radios were plugged
into the wall and toothbrushes weren't. NEXT ISSUE: ANOTHER PETE KEMP PROFILR.

ALL QUIRT ON THE VERIE FRONT @

ERNEST R, COOPER - "THE VILIAGE IDIOT" - 5 Anthonmy St. - Provinscetown, Mess. 02657 6/16/80
sesepsasssessess  AM veries are are l,152 now with the addition of 4VRS-1170 "R. Soleil™ inm
Heiti. 1It'a f/ﬁp time now. FM veries stand at 42 . 1l states, ane province, with three
states still holding onto reports from (J)BRC. I am now a member of WIFDA. DX; No sign
of WZ0O.710 either day. A repert to WDEL-1150, verified back in the dark ages, when they
broke through lecal WHUE an 5/17 @ 12:51am, but no reply - JOE JONES, you still there? Unn
WSNO-1450 topping that spet @ 1106 w/o/w, & glory be, another WYFA-1580 test today @ 2;13. An
unID non-IDing OC held down 1375 all AM. 5M 5/18- R. Petrolera-1l®topped WHAM muich of the
morning. UnID TTer am 1400 1345.1:51. WPOP.1410 had no SP today. An unID 5S was on 641,8
this AM, WPOP still IDs as Hartford; not Newington. Ar unID TTer was behind WPOP 2,41.3:0l.
MK 5/19- WIZD-990 IDas as "The Voice of Ingpiration in the Delaware Valley". Unn WGTO-540 ET
w/disco & asking for reports @ 1:;23. WNBC-660 had REL @ 1126 - are they joining the trend?
There was » TTer on 1590 @ 1:35, & R. Accion-1530 was doing right well w/WCKY off @ 1i449. At
3112 T noted umn CFGT-1270 atop in FF. WI'IC-1080 was off, & Cuba topped 1060 w/cl mx in the
null of CJRP, WNYR-990 was in 3:32.3:38, "The new 990, WNYR." 5/20. Unn WEOL-1600 on r/e-
7T 8 12,52, & an unID TTer was on 1490 @ 1;04, ESFO.560 & WJAX-930, two prestiglaus statioms
have joined Larry King. 5 21- TTer em 540 1:19, & CERB-1460 noted on ER in FF @ 1342, gone
by 2 re.chook. 5/28, & full moons WNYR.990 good again @ 12;50am, o/w, At 2:l45em on 1580,
& high-powsred preacher was really going strong @ 2:45am. 5/29. Unn WRPR-1450 on f/c.TT,
listed as 4th Tu®sday, & was heard then in April, but on the last Thursday in May. Om 1550,
what seemed to be Black programming, & an announcement of 500w. Who's this? On 1570 u/CKIM,
& TTer 2;15.3:01 when it disappeared, no announcements were discerned, if any., SM 6/1. WPOP
returned to his 2;06-3:00am SK SP today, w /CFMB taking top spot in their absence. WWVA.1ll70
was on OC @ 2:35. MM 6/2. WJDM-1530 oconcluding an ET & 12;58, EKYW-1060 seems to have begun
NSP operations today; heard each MM since. WVLIC became WEZE today - all their good programs
are now only memories, and they play oldies with no titles or artists' names - they have about
a8 much personality now as a push-button elevator. 6/3- WW5A-1290 with late Atlanta BB game
to 1:06, when they rejoined King Iarry. Unn WMLB-1550 was on ET ending @ 1:18 & asking for
reports. Who's the weakish BFL mx station ANing on 15607 I believe the announcements are in
FF or S5 . it's been too T-stormy here to hear what he's whispering, hi, OK, C U N 1.

NRC AWARDS PROGRAM

The NRC is currently issuing four series of certificates to members. The
first series is TOTAL VERIFICATIONS. This series is issued in steps of
500 veries from different stations (i.e. 500, 1000, 1500, etc.). These
certificates are issued on the honor system. When you reach or pass a 500
verie step, contact the NRC Awards Manager and a certificate will issue to
you.

The second series is COUNTRIES VERIFIED and is issued in steps of 25
countries verified (25, 50, 75, etc.). For any of the country awards,
please send the Awards Manager a list of the countries verified with details
from a representative verie from each country: Call or slogan, location,
frequency of operation and date (either date of reception or verification).
The Awards Manger reserves the right to request a copy of any verie that
might be questionable.

The third series is STATES VERIFIED. Awards are in the categories of 30,
40, 45 and all 50 states verified. Please send the Awards Manger a list
of information from a representative verie from each state giving: State,
call, location, frequency, and either date received or date verified.

The last series is CANADIAN PROVINCES VERIFIED. These awards are issued
for 6 provinces verified (Territory substitution allowed), 8 provinces
verified (Territory substitution allowed) and for 10 provinces verified
(no substitutions allowed, all 10 provinces must be verified). Note that
only veries from 1 April 1949 for Newfoundland count, as this is the date
of joining Canada as a province. Send the Awards Manger representative
info from a veri: Call, province, location, frequency and date of recept-
ion.
Applications for awards go to: Norm Maguire, Awards Manager

6105 Del Campo Place NE

Albuquergque, NM 87109 .

1M VISIT  THE CITY OF THE ANGELS












