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RADIO IN THE RED
by OLIVER CARLSON

"The (Communist) Party has de-

parted from depending upon the printed
word as its medium of propaganda and

has taken to the air. Its members and
sympathizers have not only infiltrated

the airways but they are now per-

sistently seeking radio channels."
This statement was made recently by
J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI in
testifying before a Congressional committee. It puts the case moderately.

Pro-Communist news analysts and
commentators have been sounding off
on scores of radio stations, and on the
big networks for years. Some of them

know precisely what they're doing the rest follow master, taking their
ideas uncritically from propaganda
sources.

A number of the well known radio
writers have been closely aligned with
Communist -controlled "front" organi-

zations. Several of the most popular
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radio entertainers have endorsed Red
enterprises. Others have given their
time, talent and money to Muscovite
causes.

Both in New York City and Los

Angeles - the two centers of radio production - the Communists have gained
a substantial hold within the Guilds and

labor unions which supply writers,

actors, directors, musicians, and technical help to the radio industry.

It is a revealing fact that special
courses in radio writing, acting and
directing have been and are being

offered at Communist-operated schools
in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.
This keen interest in the field reflects
the determination of the comrades to
strengthen their influence on the airwaves.
Well -planned, well -financed attempts

to obtain licenses for FM (Frequency
Modulation) radio stations are being
made by "front" groups set up for the
purpose. The names on the list of organizers, as well as the fact that its

efforts are being supported by the Communist Daily Worker, leave little doubt
of the political coloration of The
People's Radio Foundation, for instance.
The central body of CIO unions in
4

New York, which is notoriously under
pro-Communist domination, is reported
to be seeking an FM station. According
to another report Earl Browder has put
in his bid for one as well. Though technically Browder is no longer in the Com-

munist Party of which he was until

recently the head, he is still one of the
most important Kremlin propagandists
in America.

More dangerous than these known

pro -Soviet applicants for radio channels

to the American mind, however, are

those which cannot so readily be identified. With the Communist genius for
camouflage, it is certain that unless the
Federal Communications Commission

and the public are on the alert, FM

broadcasting will become seriously infested by Stalinist propagandists.
In the crucial world-wide struggle between the ideologies of freedom and of

dictatorship, radio is the most vital

weapon. The Communists are using that

weapon to capture men's minds and
emotions. They are likely to win the

struggle by default, in the global arena,

because the other side is not fighting

back, or doing so in a half-hearted
fashion.
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Organized pressure on radio stations
and networks is a familiar Communist
device to drive "undesirable" programs
from the air.
Stations and program sponsors, as is
generally known, are extremely sensitive to public reactions. Careful records
are kept of phone calls, telegrams and
letters evoked by every program. Those
which seem to draw favorable attention
are pushed ; those which seem to arouse
hostility are dropped.
A systematic drive for or against a

given program by a small but active
group can therefore achieve marvels.
Commentators and programs which

took a pro -Soviet position, which were

persistently critical of the American

and other democratic governments, have
been given "audience" support by order
of the Party leaders. Programs and per-

sons defending the ideals of Western
civilization have been systematically denounced.

This "audience reaction" is so synthetic that many station officials have
begun to catch on. But in the long -run
this Communist method is effective.
Only when patriotic Americans form
the habit of making their opinions of
commentators known, through letters
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and phone calls, will the Communist
technique be cancelled out. To offset the artificial "public opinion," the
emergence of a genuine public opinion
is essential.

During the war years - and largely
with government blessing - the Communists moved in en masse on the radio,
as they did on the movies and the press,
to help "sell" the American people on
the virtues of our Soviet ally. The idea,
officially projected through such organizations as the 0.W.I., was to cure "misunderstanding" of Soviet Russia, which

was suddenly discovered to be a "de-

mocracy" and a noble social experiment.

Tens of millions of radio listeners

were deluged with streamlined and dramatic presentations to prove that any
talk of Russia as a ruthless dictatorship
was a "reactionary" plot. The Bolshevik
regime, it turned out, was just a

Russian version of our own War for
Independence; Lenin a Russian replica
of George Washington, Stalin a compendium of Jefferson, Jackson and
Lincoln.

Such crude propaganda, now that the

war is over, has declined. The legend
finds hard going against the day-to-day
news of Soviet power politics and
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terror; of Gromyko vetoes and Molotov

diplomatic cocktails. But the "Party
line" interpretation of the news, which
gives the Kremlin every benefit of the

doubt and impugns the motives of

American foreign policy, is still familiar
radio fare.
The pro -Soviet political orientation of
commentators like Johannes Steel, Lisa
Sergio, William Gailmor (who operate

in the New York area) are so obvious
that they tend to defeat themselves. At
least the customers know what they are
getting.

More nefarious, from the public
standpoint, is the radio work of com-

mentators who are not fellow -travelers
yet tend to follow "the line." Knowingly
or otherwise, men like William Shirer,
Robert St. John, John Vandercook, Cecil

Brown, Max Lerner, Frank Kingdon,
J. Raymond Walsh, to mention a few,
have given their listeners a generally
pro -Soviet slant on events.

There is no implication that these
men are anything but high-minded in
their radio broadcasting. They have
every right to express their pro -Soviet
views. The fact that those views are in

important respects an echo of those
8

voiced by the Communist press may be
pure coincidence.

Yet there is no excuse for under-

estimating their aggregate effect on the
public mind. The responsibility, in the
final analysis, is with stations and pro-

gram sponsors who provide the time
and the facilities. The very least that
the situation demands is a larger number of commentators without illusions
about Soviet policies and Stalin's "democracy" to counterbalance the flood of
Red -tinted opinion on the airwaves.
*

*

*

Only the FBI has a complete record
of the fifty or more pro -Soviet news

analysts whose carefully slanted scripts
were listened to by millions of Ameri-

cans between 1941 and 1947. Many, per-

haps most, of these have already been
eliminated from the airways. The ruthless policies of the Soviet government
since the end of the war have turned
American sentiment against Commun-

ism to such a degree that the more
flagrant Red propagandists find the
going tougher.
But a few of them deserve mention.
Johannes Steel was on the air for ten

years. At this writing he is off -a fact
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that the Communist press bemoans as
a blow to "liberalism." He is a reckless
sensationalist whose pro-Communist

ranting made him the darling of the

comrades at home and abroad. Recently

he was treated as an honored guest by
the Soviet government, the Tito regime

in Yugoslavia and elsewhere behind the

Iron Curtain.

Steel is a familiar figure at Communist front mass meetings and his

name has become almost standard on

the sponsor lists of Communist -controlled enterprises. In 1946 he ran
for Congress on the ticket of the
Communist -dominated American Labor
Party, with the vociferous backing of
the Daily Worker and all other Stalinist
mouthpieces. According to his autobiog-

raphy, he once helped raise funds for

the Hitler gang, but that does not

diminish his standing with the com-

rades now that he is doing their chores.

The fact that a man of his calibre

reached millions of listeners with the
connivance of stations and sponsors is
a pretty alarming measure of the

problem. Thousands of his listeners ac-

cepted him as a "liberal" presenting
unbiased
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views,

when

in

fact his

"liberalism" is of the Moscow variety

and his bias so thick you can cut it.
His right to the airwaves on the grounds
of freedom of the air would be defensible only if he, or his sponsors,
frankly acknowledged the nature of his
activities.
Another case in point is Lisa Sergio.

Unlike Steel, whose English is crude
and whose voice is unpleasantly strident, Miss Sergio talks a fine English in
a mellifluous voice. For four years, 193337, she was called "The Golden Voice of

Rome," when she was broadcasting in

that city with the blessings of Mussolini's Ministry of Popular Culture.
Her pro -Fascist sentiments are on
record in a book she wrote, dedicated to

"all the Black Shirts who, within Italy
and abroad, have written in their blood
the glorious dates of the Fascist Era."
After coming to America in 1937, she
began to broadcast for the NBC. Then
she transferred to an influential local
New York station, WQXR. Gradually
pro -Fascism views turned into pro -

Sovietism - the how and the why of
this sea change are still a mystery.
Listening to her, on WQXR, was like
listening to excerpts from the Com11

munist press. In 1946 she lost out on
WQXR and at this writing she has an
outlet for her stuff on a smaller station.

Men like Norman Corwin and Arch
Obeler, top radio writers, are not Com-

munists. Yet both have endorsed and
been active in the Hollywood Independent Committee of Arts, Sciences
and Professions, the Hollywood Writers

Mobilization and the Progressive Citizens of America. The Communist control of these organizations is not exactly

a secret. Corwin in particular is a
favorite of the comrades; his name
shows up repeatedly on the rosters of

Communist -launched undertakings.
The president of Radio Writers'

Guild, the dominant organization of
radio writers in the country, is one
Sam Wood, a script writer for the pro-

gram "The Great Gildersleeve." He

served as an officer of the Hollywood
Independent Committee of Arts, etc.;
is a member of the Hollywood Writers
Mobilization; actively supported Herbert Sorrell and the strikes of the Conference of Studio Unions; served as a
sponsor for affairs given by the American Youth for Democracy, the cover-up
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successor to the Young Communist
League.

The circumstance that a person with
this background heads the radio writers
is scarcely reassuring. It helps explain
why so much of the "Party line" is reflected in programs of the most various
kinds, even programs without any obvious political content.
The most serious danger of pro-Com-

munist types of propaganda is to be
found in a large number of so-called
dramatic and educational programs.
Presented as unbiased, those with a
keen ear for the Red propaganda have
no trouble detecting the "Party line."
In most instances the station officials

are unaware of the subtle

poison

beamed at their listeners in the guise of
"culture." Protests from competent

authorities often suffice to put a stop
to such infiltration. But in the mean-

time the damage has been done. It is to
be hoped that intelligent network and
station managers will develop techniques for discovering propaganda poison before it is disseminated.
An example of this type of program :
During the winter and early spring of
1946-47, CBS presented from its Los
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Angeles studios a series of Sunday programs designed to tell the whole truth

of what went on "Behind the Iron

Curtain." The script sounded so in-

formal, so determined to present "both
sides of the case," that untold thousands

must have been fooled. In fact, by a
careful selection of quotations from
both pro- and anti-Soviet sources, the
program conveyed the impression that :

1) Soviet Russia, thanks to the wis-

dom of Stalin, had abandoned the
earlier idea of fomenting world revolution.

2) There was a great deal of de-

mocracy in Soviet Russia and more of
it to come.
3) While the Soviet press is not free
"in our sense," it did have a species of
freedom of its own: just the kind the
Russian people wanted.
4) The Iron Curtain idea, insofar as
it affects the Soviet -dominated areas,
was just a figment of the imagination,
used by people who want to destroy the
Soviet "experiment."
*

*

The battle for the mind of America

is under way. Unless the radio channels
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can be kept clean of Soviet pollution,
we shall lose that battle. A vigilant pub-

lic must enforce vigilance upon those
who control and operate those channels.

The Nazis and the Fascists knew the
importance of radio. So do the Com-

munists. The rest of us, who reject
totalitarianism in any color, must also
realize the significance of radio. We
must use it to shape a strong, clearheaded nation, as the surest foundation
for a peaceful world.

-Z-
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