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This lIssue in Brief

Ministac—A Versatile Method for Constructing
Component Assemblies—Ministac was devel-
oped to fill the need for a simple, reliable, and
robust method of constructing modular assem-
blies of conventional components, including
combinations of these components with thin-film
circuits and semiconductor circuits. Ministac is
suitable for mounting on assembly boards
manufactured in accordance with the standard
equipment practice for ITT Europe.

The components are arranged in a rectangular
stack. The most-important feature lies in the
use of punched metal strips to provide all the
interconnections among components, plus inte-
gral tags to which the components are directly
soldered or welded.

Manufacture of the punched interconnections is
carried out by a punched-tape-controlled ma-
chine. This permits economical manufacture of
a variety of metal strip patterns in small to
medium quantities. Support for the punched
interconnections is provided by insulating
moldings to which they are attached in a simple
way.

The design and fabrication of models, using
hand tools, is simple and convenient.

The electrical properties and the interconnec-
tion and packaging facilities of Ministac cover
the bulk of requirements up to at least 100
megahertz.

Standard Equipment Practice for ITT Europe—
A standard design is to be widely used within
the ITT system for the construction of elec-
tronic units and their assembly in racks, sub-
racks, or cabinets, unless special requirements
prevail. The design represents the consensus of
an international team and has thus benefited
from the experience of a number of our Euro-
pean companies.

The work covers a complete equipment practice
comprising the connector, the assembly board
that mounts the connector, the subrack support-
ing the boards, the rack for mounting the
subracks, and the enclosure of the complete

170 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

installation. Such features as screening, wiring
guides, and designation of parts are included.

Dimensions and construction details can be
standardized for a wide range of communication
and electronic equipment. Particular attention
has been given to manufacturing problems.

Central Testing Organization Within ITT
Europe—The increasing need for standards of
high quality and uniform test specifications led
ITT Europe Technical Headquarters to create
the Central Testing Organization, starting in
1959. The operating rules generally include the
preparation of common (ITT Europe) test
specifications and agreement on their use.

The 10 existing test centers and their activities
are described. They concern, respectively,
selenium and silicon power rectifiers; relays;
capacitors; transistors and diodes; magnetic
materials and cores; vacuum tubes; resistors,
thermistors, and varistors; connectors; and
microelectronic devices. Emphasis is placed on
life, reliability, mechanical, and climatic tests,
the comparison of products of different origins,
and accelerated test methods of determining
parameter drifts.

Speech Immunity of Push-Button Tone Signaling
Systems Employing Tone Receivers with Guard
Circuits—An important problem in push-button
signaling systems using voice frequencies is the
protection of the signal tone receivers from in-
terference by noise, speech, and music. These
can enter the telephone microphone in the inter-
vals between push-button actuations, appear in
the subscriber circuit, and reach the tone re-
ceivers. This interference may result in imitated
calling signals unless protective measures are
taken. Depending on the method chosen, the
character of such measures may be quite
different.

A method is described that effectively solves the
problem with the aid of guard circuits in the
tone receivers. The speech immunity depends
not only on the characteristics of the guard
circuit, but also on the effects of a number of
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other parameters investigated. It was found
that the following four parameters had the
greatest effects: (1) location of the signal fre-
quencies in the voice-frequency band, (2) num-
ber of signal frequencies and signal-frequency
ratios, (3) sensitivity of the guard circuit and
effect of the guard factor, and (4) type of
code used.

For highest speech immunity, the signal fre-
quencies should be located in the upper part of
the voice-frequency band; the calling tone
should comprise not fewer than two discrete
signal frequencies; the frequency ratios of the
signal frequencies should avoid musical com-
binations; and the guard factor should not be
made too small. A 2-group code was found to
work best.

The number of signal imitations regarded as
tolerable is discussed. It was assumed that the
optimum number, with reference to the sub-
scriber, is lower by one order of magnitude
than the number of disturbances caused by

other sources while a connection is being es-
tablished.

Variations of the proposed system have been
investigated and the test methods and results
are described.

Quasi-Electronic Telephone Switching System
HE-60—A trial office was placed in operation
in Stuttgart in July 1963, to test the HE-60
quasi-electronic switching system.

Only dry reed (Herkon) switches and elec-
tronic active components are used. A multistage
register-controlled link arrangement is used in
this space-division system. The markers are
subdivided into individual units performing
special tasks.

A guide-wire method is used for route finding
in the switching network. An offering signal is
fanned out over all free links to the called line.
One of these paths is selected by an accepting
signal. This permits finding even the last avail-
able path.

System reliability is assured by duplicating the
markers and introducing a number of test and

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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menitor procedures. All assemblies are of the
plug-in type.

Harmonic Absorbing Filters in Waveguide—The
input mixer in a microwave repeater produces
modulation products #:f, = nf;,, where f. is the
received super-high frequency and f, is the
local-oscillator frequency (f,. + 70 megahertz).

Resonance can occur at f, + fi, between the
mixer and another waveguide component and
also between any two waveguide components.
This causes group-delay distortion that creates
unwanted noise in the system, since f. =+ fi
recombines with 2f;, to give 70 megahertz.

The purpose of the sum-frequency-absorbing
filter is to absorb f, + f;, with no reflection and
to present a match with negligible loss at f,,
thus eliminating distortion effects.

The absorbing filter in ridged waveguide is also
described for use where there is a requirement
to absorb higher frequencies than f, + fi,.

Evolution of Telephone, Telegraph, and Telex
Traffic—Extrapolation of past evolution per-
mits operating administrations to forecast the
growth of their telecommunication traffic. The
stimulation from new developments such as
direct dialing, wide-band transoceanic cables,
and future artificial satellites must be con-
sidered.

The evolution curves are shown to be approxi-
mately exponential; that is, the growth rates
are constant. Telex traffic is enjoying excep-
tional growth, followed by telephone traffic,
which is also increasing substantially. Telegraph
traffic rate of growth is generally stationary or
declining slightly, except in countries having
poorly developed or greatly expanding telecom-
munication facilities.

Intercontinental traffic is expanding most
rapidly, followed by international and internal
traffic in that order. Many graphs substantiate
these trends.

Graphs of telex traffic evolution exhibit a knee
toward 1955. Unanticipated modification of the
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This Issue in Brief

growth rate is one of the hazards of forecasting
by extrapolation. A reduction of the growth
rate for intercontinental telex traffic is likely in
coming years.

With {foreseeable telephone and telex annual
growth rates as high as 20 and 46 percent, re-
spectively, operating administrations must plan
network modifications and extensions far in ad-
vance. Failure to keep pace will result in lost
revenue and stunted economic growth.

Spectral Matrix for Analysis of Time-Varying
Networks—In contrast to time-invariant net-
works, no systematically integrated theory ex-
ists for time-varying networks. Nevertheless
such networks have become increasingly im-
portant lately and they are finding many appli-
cations in practical engineering, particularly
in parametric amplifiers and in resistance and
reactance modulators.

For the analysis of time-varying networks, a
method is devised based on an approach known
from the theory of time-invariant networks.
By expansion of the concept of the iterative
matrix to a “spectral matrix,” an analysis of
individual time-variant networks in the fre-
quency domain and a subsequent arbitrary
interconnection become possible, so that the
spectral matrix of the composite network is
obtained by simple operations of the matrix
calculus. This allows a calculation of the time-
and frequency-dependent transfer function and
of all other quantities of interest on four-poles.
The method is especially useful for calculating
such networks using electronic computers.

Coded-Linear-Array Antenna—A direct, rela-
tively simple procedure determines precise
array-antenna code spacings that can reduce
side lobes by any desired degree. The procedure
does not involve a complex set of equations;
it uses a general equation which, with repeated
application, can force nulls at any desired value
of the antenna space angle. The process has
direct and complete control over every null or
zero position in the complete antenna pattern

172 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

and therefore can not only achieve reduction of
side lobes, but can reduce them wherever de-
sired. This permits a pattern with the lowest
lobes adjacent to the main beam. Superposing
the array pattern on that of the primary radia-
tors would then tend to result in a final over-all
antenna pattern that approaches the optimum.

The proposed design procedure can be accom-
plished using antenna elements with equally
weighted or coded amplitudes. Either approach
permits easier implementation and higher power
capability than techniques employing uniform
spacing with amplitude taper.

Choice of a Telephone Switching System—The
telephone subscriber no longer distinguishes
between local and long-distance calls with re-
gard to speech quality and switching time. He
would prefer to dial a minimum number of
digits and enjoy various other telephoning
conveniences such as handsfree operation. The
operating authority looks for economy, flexi-
bility for future expansion, adaptability to all
the augmented services that the subscriber will
be willing to buy, reliability, alternative rout-
ing for peak loads, and automatic accounting
and billing. The manufacturer requires that
designs be evolutionary, to reduce manufactur-
ing costs and increase quality and reliability.
To satisfy national interests, the manufacture,
installation, and maintenance of equipment with
personnel having limited skills must be envis-
aged in its design.

The number of digits that must be dialed is
affected by how many small areas have their
own minimum-digit numbering plans. Each will
need a toll code for the national network and
if several of these are combined into a single
numbering area, the maximum number of
digits for the national network may be reduced.

Direct switching, in which each digit as it is
dialed actuates one switching stage, is simple,
but if a path to the next stage cannot be found
in the time before the following digit is dialed,
the call is lost. Indirect switching employs a
register in which the dialed digits are stored to

Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964
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control the switching train, with time being
available to hunt for alternative routes around
busy stages.

The up-and-around switch used in step-by-step
systems and the rotary switch are being re-
placed by the crossbar switch, which uses pre-
cious-metal contacts having sufficiently short

Halbleiter
(Semiiconductors)

The second edition of Halbleiter (Semiconduc-
tors) by Rudolf Weinheimer, edited by H. Sar-
kowski, has been published in German with an
inserted sheet giving instructions for its use in
English and French.

The technical ratings and significant operating
characteristics of semiconductor devices are ar-
ranged so that comparable units of German
manufacture can be found quickly. The devices
are classified by application, semiconductor ma-
terials, and doping. Within these groups they
are arranged by electrical characteristics and by
manufacturing technologies such as alloyed,
diffusion alloyed, mesa, and planar. A list of

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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travel to greatly reduce operating time. Com-
bined with fast tone signaling, selecting time
has been shortened from seconds to millisec-
onds. The crossbar switch may be used with
either direct or indirect systems. As these
switches are operated by common control equip-
ment, they are a logical step in the evolution
of fully electronic systems.

improved types and substitutes for older units
is included.

An appendix on the international state of the
art has been added. Input and output resistance
and capacitance, forward transconductance, and
current gain are plotted as functions of fre-
quency for transistors manufactured using dif-
ferent technologies.

The book is 15 by 20.5 centimeters (6 by 8
inches) and contains 194 pages. It is available
from Standard Elektrik Lorenz AG, Technical
Publications, 42 Hellmuth-Hirth-Strasse, Stutt-
gart-Zuffenhausen, Germany, at DM 5 per copy.
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Recent Achievements

Pentaconta Exchanges Cut Over in Paris—Mr.
Jacques Marette, Minister of Post and Tele-
communication, officially inaugurated in Janu-
ary 1964 the simultaneous cutover of the Gou-
nod and Chenier Pentaconta crossbar telephone
exchanges into the Paris telephone network. He
was accompanied by Mr. Jambenoire, Director
General of the Paris Area, and Mr. Croze, Di-
rector General of Telecommunication.

Mr. Jambenoire stated that the successful in-
corporation of Pentaconta into one of the most-
complex telephone switching systems in the
world was a great compliment to the engineer-
ing skill of the late Mr. J. Gohorel in particular
and to the numerous engineers in the Post and
Telecommunication Department and in indus-
try who cooperated in the work.

Mr. Croze pointed out that France was nearly
first in placing a Pentaconta exchange in op-
eration in a national capital. Madrid had cut
over its first Pentaconta office only 26 days

Figure 1—From left to right are Messrs. Jambenoire,

Quéfféléant, Marette, and Croze inspecting crossbar

switches at the new Dentaconta central office of
Gounod in Paris.

before. Although some countries had adopted
crossbar many years ago, they had not yet in-
troduced such exchanges into their capital
cities, such being the case for Stockholm.

Mr. Marette thanked those responsible for this
achievement and expressed his conviction that
increasing recognition by the public of the value
of telephone service would prompt the govern-
ment to expand telephone facilities throughout
the country.

Although Pentaconta has been in service in
many of the largest provincial towns of France,
its adaptation to the rotary switching system
of Paris had to be carefully engineered. Penta-
conta will be installed in all new central offices
and is to replace all existing Paris exchanges,
many of which are more than 30 years old.

The Gounod central office is at Boulogne-Bil-
lancourt in the western outskirts of Paris and
is the responsibility of Le Matériel Télépho-
nique. Chenier, in the northern suburb of Saint-
Denis, is the work of Compagnie Générale de
Constructions Téléphoniques.

Each office will have an ultimate capacity of
30 000 lines, the Gounod cutover being of 4000
lines and the Chenier of 3000 lines. A new fea-
ture is the intention of connecting them to dis-
tant concentrators that will serve up to 1000
lines. The placement of these concentrators will
be dictated by the density of subscribers and the
availability of connecting cables. The common
equipment for supervision and control and the
junctors connecting the distant concentrators
with the rest of the exchange are housed in
the central office.

Gounod and Chenier are directly interconnected
and will use multifrequency signaling to each
other. This fast signaling method will be used
among all Pentaconta exchanges in France. The
two new offices are connected directly to a few
existing exchanges and through transit centers
to the entire Paris network.

About 400 guests attended the official cere-
mony. Among the hosts were Mr. E. Maurice
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Deloraine and Mr. Philippe Lizon, Chairman
of the Board and Managing Director, respec-
tively, of Le Matériel Téléphonique, and Mr.
Paul Quéfféléant and Mr. Georges Goudet,
Chairman of the Board and Managing Director,
respectively, of Compagnie Générale de Con-
structions Téléphoniques. Figure 1 shows some
of the inspection party at Gounod.

Le Matériel Téléphonique

Compagnie Générale de Constructions Téléphoniques
France

Transpacific Cable Inaugurated—Known as
Compac, the new transpacific repeatered sub-
marine cable between Canada and Australia via
Hawaii, Fiji, and New Zealand, was placed in
service on 2 December 1963. It is extended to
London by the trans-Canada microwave radio
system and Cantat, the submarine cable linking
Great Britain and Canada. Compac provides
about half of the 16 000-nautical-mile (30 000-
kilometer) path between I.ondon and Sydney.

A maximum of 80 voice channels are available
on Compac and many will be used for voice-
frequency telegraphy and data transmission.
Wider bands can be provided for broadcast
programs and for facsimile.

Semiautomatic dialing will be used between
London and Sydney. Australian operators at
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, and Syd-
ney can establish calls automatically to sub-
scribers in Great Britain. London operators will
be able to call the majority of Australian sub-
scribers directly. Similar facilities will be pro-
vided later for service to and from Canada and
New Zealand.

A design objective for noise of 1 picowatt per
kilometer averaged over all channels in each
direction was achieved on all sections. The at-
tenuation as a function of frequency for a single
channel group over any one section of cable is
within 1 decibel of the average attenuation for
all groups in that section. Over more than one
section, the variation is within 2 decibels.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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Standard Telephones and Cables manufactured
244 of the 318 submerged repeaters, all 34
undersea equalizers, and 2800 nautical miles
(5200 kilometers) of the General Post Office
type of lightweight deep-sea cable as well as a
large proportion of the shore-based terminal
equipment and test apparatus. Cable Resiorer
of the Commercial Cable Company was one of
four ships that laid the cable.

The Australia-New Zealand section was com-
pleted in June 1962, New Zealand to Fiji in
December 1962, and the Fiji-Hawaii and Ha-
waii-Canada sections in October 1963. Figure 2
shows the arrangement on shipboard for testing
the splice between each repeater and the cable.

Standard Telephones and Cables
United Kingdom

Transatlantic Cable Placed in Service—The
first telephone cable directly linking Great Brit-
ain and the United States of America, known
as TAT-3, was placed in commercial service in
October 1963. It doubles the number of trans-
atlantic telephone cable channels previously in
service.

Figure 2—After each section of the coaxial submarine

cable for Compac passes over a gantry from the fac-

tory into the hold of the cable ship Monerch, its

repeater is spliced in and a high-voltage test of the
quality of this splice is made.
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Recent Achievements

The entire 3600 nautical miles (6700 kilome-
ters) of coaxial submarine cable were manufac-
tured in the new cable plant* at Southampton
to an order from the British Post Office. Figure
3 shows one step in the manufacture of the
cable. Repeaters were inserted at intervals of
20 nautical miles (37 kilometers).

Standard Telephones and Cables
United Kingdom

Digital Transmission of Radar Pictures—A dig-
ital narrow-band transmission of radar pictures
was demonstrated to personnel of the Swedish
defense and civil aviation authorities. The qual-
ity of the transmitted pictures, one of which is
shown in Figure 4, was considered to be ex-

1 E. Baguley, “Submarine-Coaxial-Cable Manufacture
at Southampton Factory 2, Electrical Communication,
volume 38, number 4, pages 475-486; 1963.

Figure 3—Miles of finished coaxial cable are coiled

down into a tank, which is then filled with water that

is held at a constant temperature, for final electrical
tests.

cellent despite the use of transmission equip-
ment built for other services and not best
suited for this application.

Called Natrap, the system features the trans-
mission of preferred useful information, such as
targets, with the original radar accuracy being
maintained. This permits automatic data proc-
essing at the receiving end.

Standard Radio & Telefon
Sweden

Model 75 Teleprinter for Telex—Cable and
Wireless Limited has chosen the model 75
Teleprinter as its standard for telex service.
About 100 of an initial quantity of 440 will be
installed in a manual telex network in South
America and the remainder, together with asso-
ciated equipment provided by Standard Tele-
phones and Cables, will be the start of a fully
automatic telex system in the Far East.

For telex service, these smallest and lightest
teleprinters are equipped with tape readers,

Figure 4—Typical radar picture transmitted over the
narrow-band digital system called Natrap.
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reperforators, and new silencing covers as
shown in Figure 5.

Creed & Company
United Kingdom

Flight Training Simulator for Etendard Aircraft
—For training purposes a simulator of the
flight performance of the Etendard IT-M car-
rier-borne aircraft has been developed and two
units delivered to the French Aéronavale.

Based on the same techniques used in the simu-
lator for the Mirage aircraft,® the new equip-
ment has added a closed-loop television system,
the camera of which views a model of an air-
craft carrier complete with its deck-mounted
landing-mirror system. In addition to the usual
3 degrees of freedom, the camera will also imi-
tate the roll, pitch, and yaw of an aircraft. The
received television picture is projected on a
large screen in front of the simulator cockpit.
The image subtends an angle of 60 degrees to
the pilot’s eye and covers a zone up to 2 kilome-
ters (1.3 miles) from the carrier, from sea level
up to 250 meters (820 feet).

Simulation includes all aerodynamic character-
istics of the Etendard aircraft, the performance
of its jet engine, fuel consumption, hydraulic
and electric systems, radar, tacan, height indi-
cation, very- and ultra-high-frequency commu-
nication links, and their use for ground- and
carrier-controlled approach. It is used for all
stages of training from engine starting, take-off,
flight, interception, approach, and landing. The
entire simulator is mounted in a semitrailer that
is approximately 10.7 by 3.7 by 2.4 meters (35
by 12 by 8 feet) and weighs 13.6 megagrams
(15 tons).

Le Matériel Téléphonique
France

1S, M. Poole, “Flight Simulator for Mirage III,”
Electrical Communication, volume 37, number 3, pages
196-201; 1962.
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Tacan Ground Beacons—Two tacan ground
beacons that will furnish up to 100 aircraft
within line-of-sight 200-mile radius with dis-
tance and bearing information have been de-
veloped.

The AN/TRN-14, shown in Figure 6, is sup-
plied to the United States Marine Corps. It is
completely self-contained and can be trans-
ported by helicopter, truck, or even towed over
the ground. Weighing just over 2000 pounds
(900 kilograms), it is lighter and smaller than
other designs. It can be set up in operating
condition by two men in 15 minutes.

The installation consists of a cabinet housing
the transmitter, receiver, and controls; another
cabinet for the power supply and antenna con-
trol; a protected rotating antenna mounted on
a telescoping mast; and a transport pallet. Ca-
pable of operating from —65 to 4150 degrees
fahrenheit (—54 to +66 degrees centigrade),
the unit is protected against shock. Plug-in

Figure 5—Manual telex version of the model-75
teleprinter.
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modules simplify servicing. Both semiconduc-
tors and vacuum tubes are used.

The .4N/TRN-17 is furnished to the United
States Air Force as an emergency-mission sup-
port that can be assembled in about two hours.
It is shipped in a single box-like shelter that
includes a 35-foot (10.7-meter) mast for the
antenna. Built-in test equipment and modular
design are aids to maintenance.

ITT Federal Laboratories
United States of America

Precision Approach Radar—The SL.4-3C pre-
cision approach radar for monitoring the high-
speed low-angle approaches of small jet air-
craft is an improvement over the previous
SLA-3B design. It produces more-consistent
and more-reliable echoes from small fighter air-
craft, especially in the 12-to-14-mile (19-to-23-

Figure 6—Transportable tacan ground beacon, AN/
TRN-14. The microwave tower of ITT Federal Lab-

oratories is in the background.

RS

kilometer) range. It gives a much-clearer and
less-cluttered display because the system dis-
criminates against permanent echoes and the
receiver has an improved noise performance.

Two 17-inch cathode-ray tubes provide for ele-
vation and azimuth displays as shown in Figure
7. Additional display consoles can be added.
The structure in which the radar transmitting
and receiving elements are mounted may be
rotated to serve various runways and is oper-
ated remotely from the airfield control tower.

Standard Telephones and Cables
United Kingdom

Railroad Central Control—An interlocking su-
pervisory system was installed on a 5000-kilome-
ter (3100-mile) electrified railroad line of the
Deutsche Bundesbahn. Push-button control
with diagram indication of the system operat-
ing conditions is centralized at the Haltern
station of the line, From this point 121 main
and 176 shunt routes are controlled. There are
76 switchpoints and derailers, 19 main and 57
shunt signals, and 71 track circuits. Of the
SpDrL 30 type, this new system replaces a
master and 5 subordinate signal towers. The
installation and final testing of the entire system

Figure 7—Display console of the SLA-3C precision
approach radar. '
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was completed in the extraordinarily short
time of 5 months, being turned over just one
week before being placed in service.

A similar system replacing 3 signal towers was

put in service some weeks earlier on the Stutt-

gart-Ulm line with control at the Geislingen
Steige station.

Standard Elektrik Lorenz

Germany

Traveling-Wave Tubes—The F-2500 line of
traveling-wave tubes includes two series, each
illustrated in Figures 8 and 9.

A range of 12 voltage-tuned backward-wave
oscillators covers from 1 to 12 gigahertz with
power outputs from 25 to 250 milliwatts at
operating voltages of 250 to 1000 volts and
cathode currents not exceeding 25 milliamperes.
Both unifilar and bifilar helixes are used with
permanent-magnet focusing. No cooling is
needed for ambient temperatures below 60 de-
grees centigrade. These tubes are suitable for
signal generators, master oscillators, and local
oscillators in radar receivers.

The second series consists of four tubes capable
of generating peak pulse powers of 1000 watts.
Two of the four tubes are cathode pulsed and
two have grids, one of each covering from 2 to
4 gigahertz and the other two from 4 to 8 giga-
hertz. They are of metal-ceramic construction

Figure 8 —Traveling-wave tube and permanent-magnet
focusing assembly for oscillation in the region from
1 to 12 gigahertz.
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and use periodic permanent magnets for focus-
ing.

ITT Electron Tube Division

United States of America

Measurement of Properties of Thin Magnetic
Films—The equipment shown in Figure 10
permits instantaneous measurement of the prop-
erties of thin magnetic films. It produces a star-
shaped pattern on the oscilloscope which, with
knowledge of the direction of the applied mag-
netic field, permits study of the field strength
to switch the film, the direction of easy magnet-
ization, the coercive forces, and the anisotropic
fields.

Called an astrometer by its inventors, the de-
vice allows testing immediately after manufac-
ture of thin films intended for ultrafast storage
units. A probe rod used for determining the
signal-to-noise factor operates over a band 1000
times wider than do magneto-optical probes,
which increases the precision of the measure-
ments.
Labotatoire Central de Télécommunications
France

Digital Data Devices for Command and Con-
trol Systems—A transmitter, a receiver, and a
character generator developed for command and
control systems employ solid-state components
and modular construction. Visual operation and
fault indicators are provided as well as fault-
isolation circuits.

The KD-5040 transmitter scans input storage
units for traffic. On finding a complete message,

Figure 9—Dulsed traveling-wave amplifier with peri-
odic permanent magnets for 1000-watt-peak operation
between 2 and 8 gigahertz.
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it connects itself to that unit, selects a suitable
transmission channel, and in transmission in-
serts any required control data in the header
or other appropriate places in the message. It
provides for parallel-to-serial code conversion,
vertical parity check, and horizontal parity
generation.

The KD-5050 receiver converts high-speed
serial data into 8-bit parallel code, recognizes
specific message headers, generates functions
for controlling other equipment, and checks
both horizontal and wvertical parity. It for-
wards the input data to the designated output

Figure 10—Measuring equipment for determining the
properties oi thin magnetic films. It is called an
astrometer.

or to storage at rates up to 10000 bits per
second.

The KD-5060 character generator translates
digital data into alphanumeric or symbolic char-
acters at speeds up to 320000 bits per second
for presentation on a cathode-ray tube. The
output consists of signals for generating the
raster, for the X and Y positioning of the
cathode-ray beam, and for turning the beam
on to illuminate the character to be presented.
Its input in either serial or parallel 6-bit or
8-bit binary code may be obtained from stores,
registers, or keyboards.

ITT Kellogg Communications Systems
United States of America

Pentaconta Telephone Exchange Cut Over in
Spain—About 40 years ago, Compaiiia Tele-
fonica Nacional de Espafia was set up to pro-
vide telephone service for Spain. The rotary
automatic switching system was then adopted
exclusively. It has now been decided to use the
Pentaconta system for future expansion. The
first large Pentaconta exchange in Spain was
recently cut over in Madrid.

This new Albufera central office will have a
final capacity of 20 000 lines. Of the 6000 lines
installed, 3800 are regular subscribers, 1200 are
2-party lines, 600 are coin boxes, and 400 are
private automatic branch exchanges. It has 600
incoming and 800 outgoing junctions, the latter
including those to special services.

It operates fully with various types of rotary
switching. For the inner-area Madrid traffic,
it is connected in 23 directions to present 7.A41
and 7.12 exchanges. For the outer area, it
works with 3 tandem offices using 7D equip-
ment. For traffic beyond the city but in Madrid
province, there are connections with a 7D
transit exchange. Automatic toll traffic is han-
dled with an &4 transit toll exchange.

This first Pentaconta cutover will be followed
soon by 2 more in Madrid, 3 large exchanges in
Barcelona, and 13 others now under construc-
tion in urban centers.
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To support this program of expansion, a new
factory has been built at Villaverde, in the out-
skirts of Madrid. Its 16000 square meters
(171 160 square feet) and 1700 workers are
devoted exclusively to the manufacture of
Pentaconta equipment.

Standard Eléctrica
Spain

Switching Installations at Maison de la Radio,
Paris—In December 1963, President de Gaulle
inaugurated the new Maison de la Radio in
Paris of the French national radio and tele-
vision services. Its extensive radio-program
and telephone switching systems feature Penta-
conta equipment.

A 4000-line automatic telephone switching sys-
tem provides for the 2500 subscriber sets in
the building. It permits direct internal dialing,
whereby any station in the building can be
dialed directly from the public network by a
7-digit number without the services of an op-
erator. An independent switching system for
200 lines interconnects executive and technical
staffs.

The broadcast programs are handled by a sep-
arate semiautomatic exchange having 168 in-
coming and 188 outgoing lines controlled from
a S-operator desk and from 17 monitoring
booths. Up to 50 combinations of program
sources and users may be set up to be switched
simultaneously by operation of a push button.
This program system must be flat to within
0.5 decibel between 40 and 15000 hertz, and
crosstalk and noise must be at least 90 decibels
below reference signal level.

In addition to these 3 systems, a 300-line cord-
less manual exchange provides for telephone
connections between the technical staff and dis-
tant sources and users of programs. An auto-
matic exchange having 110 outlets permits
loudspeaker communication on a 4-wire basis
among studios, control booths, and the central
control desk. Another exchange permits any of
104 sources of programs to be dialed by any

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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number of 176 different points equipped with
high-fidelity loudspeakers for monitoring pur-
poses.

The amount of apparatus required by this in-
stallation corresponds to that for an automatic
central office to serve a town of 50 000 persons.

Compagnie Générale de Constructions T éléphoniques
France

Barcelona-Valencia Coaxial System—A new 4-
megahertz coaxial system has been installed
between Barcelona and Valencia in Spain for
Compailia Telefénica Nacional de Espafia. The
216-mile (347-kilometer) system includes 3
main and 34 intermediate repeaters in addition
to the 2 terminal repeaters.

The equipment was manufactured in Madrid
by Standard Eléctrica to the designs of Stand-
ard Telephones and Cables so as to conform
with previous installations of carrier equipment
made by the London company.

Standard Eléctrica
Spain

Loudspeaker Command System for Power Sta-
tion—A new communication technique for op-
erating power-generating stations has been in-
troduced in the Rugeley plant, just north of
Birmingham. About 200 loudspeakers suitably
placed in the operating area broadcast instruc-
tions to operating personnel from the control
room. Reply may be made through micro-
phones that also connect to the loudspeaker
system so that other floor personnel may hear
both instruction and response. The loudspeak-
ers are also used for paging operating personnel.

A high noise level is overcome by using 12
amplifiers, the output of each being 150 watts.
Noise-cancelling microphones are used and in
noisier areas head-type sound-absorbing booths
are provided. Failure alarms and standby am-
plifiers assure uninterrupted service.

Standard Telephones and Cables
United Kingdom
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New Laser Lines in Helium-Neon—To search
for new frequencies at which emission may be
stimulated, a very-high-gain gas laser has been
built. It uses a fused-silica tube 8 meters (26
feet) long with an inside diameter of 9 milli-
meters (0.35 inch). It is closed by 2 silica
windows set at the Brewster angle. The tube
is connected to a high-vacuum pump and may
be filled with various gases of high purity. The
interferometer uses 2 silvered mirrors in a
nearly confocal configuration. Both prism and
grating spectrographs are provided, the latter
for precise measurement of wavelength.

An examination of helium-neon mixtures has
disclosed 4 new lines of emission having wave-
lengths in air of 12912, 19 573, 21 041, and
21 708 angstrom units. These are shown in

Figure 11, with the well-known laser lines at
11 523 and 33 933 angstrom units.

It is of interest that in certain ranges of pres-
sure and gas mixtures, several transitions may
occur simultaneously. Thus in a wide-band laser
employing silvered mirrors that are nonselec-
tive, true optical pumping results in that one

Figure 11—Energy levels and stimulated transitions in
helium-neon lasers. Wavelengths are in angstrom units.
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stimulated emission causes additional transi-
tions.

Labocatoire Central de Télécommunications
France

Error-Control Techniques Demonstrated—Four
different techniques for error control in data
transmission developed within ITT Europe
were demonstrated in September 1963 to dele-
gates attending a meeting of the Comité
Consultatif International Télégraphique et Télé-
phonique Study Group Special A (Data Trans-
mission) in Geneva.

Two of the demonstrations were of data trans-
mission over telegraph channels. The Thedar-M
system of Standard Electrik Lorenz uses the
block-retransmission principle and operates
over half-duplex connections. The STC-50 sys-
tem of Standard Telephones and Cables is
based on information feedback and is suitable
for full-duplex connections.

The other two demonstrations were of medium-
speed data transmission over telephone chan-
nels. The STC 600/1200 system of Standard
Telephones and Cables uses the block-retrans-
mission principle and the /TT GH-201 of
Standard Radio & Telefon (Sweden) uses a
character-by-character method.

Through the courtesy of the Swiss government,

the demonstrations were over local and long-

distance connections of the Swiss national net-
work.

Standard Telecommunication Laboratories

United Kingdom

Ground Receivers to Pinpoint Satellites—Eight
solid-state dual receivers have been delivered
to the United States Navy to help determine
the exact positions of orbiting space vehicles
through precise measurement of the frequencies
received from them. The orbits of the satellites
must be known precisely because this affects

150,000 the accuracy of ground navigational bearings
HELIUM NEON taken from them.
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Each receiver incorporates circuits for auto-
matic search and acquisition. The tracking
channel uses a selectable bandwidth.

ITT Federal Laboratories
United States of America

New Zealand Pentaconta Exchange Cut Over—
The first Pentaconta crossbar telephone ex-
change in New Zealand was cut over in De-
cember 1963 at Oamaru, on the South Island.
This 2000-line central office will work with the
existing 742 rotary installation in Oamaru.

Compagnie Générale de Constructions T éléphoniques
France

Repeaters for 960-Channel Coaxial Systems—
Two repeaters have been developed to be spaced
either 29 or 4 kilometers (1.8 or 2.5 miles)
apart in transmission lines using small-diameter
coaxial cable. The operating direct-current
power is sent over the cable.

The recommendation of the Comité Consultatif
International Télégraphique et Téléphonique
that at least 900 channels may be carried by
halving the repeater spacing for 300-channel

TABLE 1
REPEATER CHARACTERISTICS

2.9-Kilometer| 4-Kilometer
(1.8-Mile) (2.5-Mile)
Spacing Spacing

Gain in decibels at 4 mega-
hertz 30.6 42.2

Maximum power output in
decibels referred to 1

milliwatt 13 19
Noise figure in decibels 6 6
Pre-emphasis in decibels 6 10
Gain control in decibels at 4

megahertz +3 =+3
Power consumption of 2-way

repeater:
Volts 30 36
Milliamperes 40 50

Maximum distance in kilo-
meters (miles) between
power insertion points
using 3250 volts to earth

76 (47) 88 (55)
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systems is responsible for the shorter-distance
repeater.

From Figure 12 and Table 1, it will be evident
that the 4-kilometer unit has higher gain and
employs two separate amplifiers coupled by a
shunt adjustable equalizer. The 2.9-kilometer
repeater has a single amplifier and the gain-
control network is in a feedback circuit.

The gain-versus-frequency characteristic of
both repeaters may be adjusted either manually
or automatically to accommodate cable toler-
ances and temperature variations by adjusting
the value of the equalizer termination. Voltage-
limiting devices protect against lightning and
other induced charges.

Standard T elecommunication Laboratories
United Kingdom

Pilot Level-Measuring Equipment—A test set
has been developed for checking pilot signals
in multichannel telephone systems. With § being
set equal to either 80 or 140 hertz, the follow-
ing frequencies in kilohertz may be received:
36 =38, 8 +38 132438, 180 +8, 228+,
336 — 8, 384 —38, 432—38, 480 — 8, 528=*3,
152 + 8, 412 — 8, 60, 256, and 556.

Separate inputs are provided for 75 and 150
ohms. The bandwidth at 40 decibels down is
120 hertz. Signals from +4 to —110 decibels
referred to 1 milliwatt can be measured to an
accuracy within 4 percent.

Highly precise frequencies of 12 kilohertz and
124 kilohertz and a power supply of —24 volts
for operation of the test set are available from
a separate unit. The test set, shown in Figure
13, measures 490 by 224 by 200 millimeters
(19.3 by 88 by 7.9 inches).

Standard Téléphone et Radio
Switzerland

Paris International Incoming and Transit Cen-
ter—The first part of the international incom-
ing and transit center was put in operation in
July 1963 at Pastourelle, near Paris.
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ThlS autornatic toll center receives Calls fron] Il‘larine Cable. These CallS are directed to Paris
provincial toll centers and foreign exchanges, subscribers over 2-wire lines and to toll centers
including calls from the United States via sub- and foreign exchanges over 4-wire connections.
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INPUT
EQUALIZER
1
] L)
e T
ADJUSTABLE "P',k%Lﬂ:'ngR"
EQUALIZER | AND DETECTOR
o 4 gﬁ;
= —{ T
—
ADJUSTABLE it % P P'kS.LEIHEERR’
EQUALIZER - ‘ AND DETECTOR

Figure 12—Circuit arrangements for two repeaters for coaxial cable systems. The top unit is for 2.9-kilometer
(1.8-mile) spacing and the bottom is for 4-kilometer (2.5-mile) spacing. The unidentified rectangles are
impedance networks.
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It serves also to provide for overflow traffic
between important provincial centers when the
number of direct circuits between them is in-
adequate.

Employing Pentaconta crossbar equipment, the
center was initially provided with 604 incoming
and 430 outgoing 4-wire junctors and 460 out-
going Z-wire junctors. Its maximum capacity
will be 1568 incoming and 1120 outgoing 4-wire
circuits and 1344 outgoing 2-wire circuits.

Le Matériel Téléphonique

Fra . . . . . .
rance Figure 13—Level-measuring set for pilot irequencies

in multichannel telephone systems.

Pulse Code Modulation Over Telephone Junc-
tion Cables—By the use of pulse code modula-
tion, 23 speech channels and their associated
signaling can be accommodated on two normal
pairs in a junction cable. On a typical 100-pair
cable, about 60 pairs could be used, so that the
cable capacity is increased about 7 times.

A 1728-kilebit-per-second binary pulse train is
transmitted. It can be regenerated despite se-
vere crosstalk, noise, and distortion. Speech
quality is such that quantization noise should
be inaudible under normal telephone use. The
specifications relating to noise and bandwidth
for toll service set up by the Comité Consultatif
International Télégraphique et Téléphonique
are satisfied for 3 systems in tandem. Norimnal
repeater spacing is at 2000 yards (1800 me-
ters), which is the loading-coil spacing, on
cable of 10 or 20 pounds per loop mile (22 or
19 American wire gauge, 0.64 or 0.9 millimeter
in diameter). A 2-way repeater occupies 6 by
2.6 by 0.6 inches (150 by 67 by 15 millimeters)
and consumes 450 milliwatts. Power for 20 re-
peaters may be sent over the signal pairs be-
tween two power-supply points.

A prototype terminal is shown in Figure 14.
The 2 larger subracks contain the measuring
facilities and the transmission equipment, such

Itipl . .
as, multiplexers, compandors, and coders. The Figure 14—Prototype 23-channel pulse-code-modula-

top subrack houses the power supply and the 2 tion terminal for multiplex operation over existing
lower small subracks enclose the hybrid coils and telephone junction cable.
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signaling relays. Construction is mainly in ITT
Europe standard equipment practice and Mini-
stac. The terminal occupies 1 meter of vertical
rack space and consumes 50 watts.

Two systems, similar to the prototype, will be
installed for the British Post Office for field
trial.

Standard Telecommunication Laboratories
United Kingdom

Radiotelephones for Paris Taxicabs—An initial
quantity of 300 radiotelephone mobile trans-
mitter-receiver sets has been supplied for Paris
taxicabs through arrangements with the Cham-
bre Syndicale des Artisans du Taxi, an or-
ganization of 3250 members. Communication
between a fixed station located at Montmartre
and the mobile units will be on two channels
allotted for this service by the Post and Tele-
communication Department.

At the base station there are 4 sets, 2 of which
are spares. Each ERF 3476-4 set includes a
25-watt transmitter, receiver, remote control,
mains power supply, and an emergency battery
power supply with automatic changeover.

In each taxicab, as shown in Figure 15, is an
ERM 34068-.4 set consisting of a 10-watt trans-

Figure 15—Mobile radiotelephone installation in a
Paris taxicab.

mitter, receiver, and push-to-talk microphone.
A whip antenna is used.

Le Matériel Téléphonique
France

Spacecraft Navigation Aid Using Starlight—A
navigation aid has been developed for artificial
satellites temporarily placed in orbit about the
earth before being started into outer space.
During this parking orbit, a new star tracker
will detect and lock on to the light from pre-
selected bright stars. Should the guidance
equipment of the satellite drift, the star tracker
would generate command signals to correct for
the errors before the satellite starts on its mis-
sion. An experimental model has been delivered
to the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration.

ITT Federal Laboratories

United States of America

Speech Microscope—An equipment has been
developed that can isolate individual sounds or
words from a tape recording and replay them
repeatedly for detailed examination.

The turntable shown in Figure 16 can be ro-
tated so that the two reproducing heads
mounted 180 degrees apart on it will travel
at 3.75 or 7.5 inches (9.5 or 19 centimeters)

Figure 16—Tape reproducer for speech analysis.
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per second. The tape to be reproduced is held
stationary round the rim of the rotating disc
and guides allow the length of tape in contact
with the disc to be adjusted. A signal derived
from the rotating disc provides a reference to
trigger adjustable time-delay switches so that
only a particular part of the recording will be
reproduced.

Separate transistor preamplifiers are mounted
at each head and their outputs are matched
before passing over the rotating slip rings to
the main amplifiers. Record and erase facilities
are available for the lower sound track for use
in analyzing the recording on the upper track.

Sounds incorrectly heard in talking-listening
tests can be extracted and analyzed in detail

Standard Telecommunication Laboratories
United Kingdom

High-Power Broad-Band Waveguide Switch—
The KU901 waveguide switch, for use in the
4-to-7-gigahertz region, depends on the inter-
action of a confined hydrogen plasma with the
electromagnetic wave for its operation. It has
applications in duplexers (in which it eliminates
spike voltages), in pulse-width modulators and
shapers, and in ring resonators.

Figure 17—High-power broad-band waveguide switch.
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As a single-pole single-throw switch, it will
operate at a peak power of 1 megawatt with a
duty factor of 0.001. In the open condition, it
provides 30 decibels isolation and in the closed
condition an insertion loss of 0.2 decibel. Switch-
ing time is 80 nanoseconds. The peak anode
current of 50 amperes at 2000 volts will be
triggered by 100 volts applied to the grid. The
metal-ceramic construction permits operation at
a maximum seal temperature of 250 degrees
centigrade.

The 5-pound (2.3-kilogram) unit shown in
Figure 17 is dimensioned for insertion in RG/
49-U waveguide.

ITT Electron Tube Division
United States of America

High-Temperature Selenium Rectifiers—A new
series of selenium rectifiers will carry 1.5 times
the load current of equivalent conventional units
at an ambient temperature of 35 degrees centi-
grade and will operate up to 120 degrees. They
are free of aging effects.

Any conventional unit may be replaced by the
next smaller size of the new series (see Figure
18). The new series are made in sizes ranging
from 20 by 20 millimeters (0.8 by 0.8 inch) to
100 by 500 millimeters (4 by 20 inches). The

Figure 18—Both these selenium units will rectify 12

amperes at 100 volts input, the new series at the left

being substantially smaller than the conventional unit
at the right.
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higher sworking temperature permits greater

heat dissipation particularly with forced air
cooling.

Standard Elektrik Lorenz

Germany

Selenium Rectifiers for Printed Circuits—A
small bridge-connected selenium rectifier rated
for 2.5 amperes at 20 volts input has been pro-
duced for television receivers using transistors.
The 4 connecting lugs permit the unit to be
mounted directly on a vertical printed-circuit
board by soldering. The unit is shown in Fig-
ure 19.

This method of mounting provides for only
natural air cooling, there being no large metal
chassis to serve as a heat sink. The 4 rectifier
plates are therefore spaced from each other. By
operating the plates at a high current density
and a low loss of about 0.46 watt per square
inch (0.07 watt per square centimeter), the
weight and volume are small enough to permit
this type of mounting.

Standard Elektrik Lorenz
Germany

Production Line for Solid Tantalum Capacitors
—A new semiautomatic production line for
solid tantalum capacitors was inaugurated at

Paignton by Dr. W. H. Penley, Director Gen-
eral of Electronics Research of the Ministry
of Aviation.

Manufacture is in a specially clean area, access
to which is via air locks. Operators wear white
dust-free and lint-free overalls. Purity of mate-
rials and exceptionally high standards of clean-
liness are assured by continuous quality-control
inspection.

Tantalum foil and a liquid electrolyte form an
extremely stable tin-oxide layer that is a good
dielectric for a capacitor. The solid type uses a
dry semiconductor in place of the liquid. In
addition to the advantage of being dry, the
capacitors are small, have excellent electrical
characteristics, and operate over a wide tem-
perature range. They are used in aircraft, mis-
siles, computers, and in other critical applica-
tions requiring high reliability.
Standard Telephones and Cables
United Kingdom

Metalized Polycarbonate Capacitors—Polycar-
bonate, a plastic material developed in Germany
by Farbenfabriken Bayer AG, has especially
good electrical properties for capacitor use. It
is available as foil with a minimum thickness of
6 micrometers (0.00024 inch).

For wound capacitors, aluminum evaporated on
the polycarbonate foil provides electrodes that

TABLE 2
ELECTRICAL PROPERTIES OF
POLYCARBONATE CAPACITORS
Relative Ca-
Temperature pacitance L Tangent 6 at
) Ch: Insulat :
in Degrees pﬁ%i};%i{{,: Ohm Farads | 800 Herts
Value
—40 —-0.9 60000 2.5
—20 —0.5 60 000 1.8
0 —0.2 60 000 1.2
, ) . . +20 — 60 000 1.0
Figure 19—Bridge-connected selenium rectifiers for +60 +0.3 40 000 1.0
mounting on printed-circuit boards. The rectifiers are +—+i38 188 lg 888 1%
intended {or power supphes.of television receivers 1125 +1:3 500 11
using transistors.
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are self-healing if breakdown occurs. The units
have a high capacitance-to-volume ratio. Short
connecting paths reduce lead inductance. Typi-
cal electrical properties are given in Table 2.

In general, the properties of these capacitors
change little with temperature and by appro-
priate derating they can be operated at 125 de-
grees centigrade. They are being produced in
capacitances between 0.1 and 10 microfarads
and for direct working voltages of 160 and 400.

Standard Elektrik Lorenz
Germany

Intercommunication  Telephone Sets—Three
new intercommunication telephone sets provide
for the following systems: 11 stations connected
to 2 internal and 2 public-network lines, 7 sta-
tions connected to 1 internal and 2 public-net-
work lines, and 5 stations connected to 1
internal and 1 public-network line. The direct-
current supply is at 12 volts and the signaling
lamps operate from alternating current at 10
volts. Printed circuits and highly reliable com-
ponents minimize maintenance. A set is shown
in Figure 20.

Fabbrica Apparecchiature per Comunicazioni
Elettriche Standard
Italy

Pneumatic Tube System with Carrier-Return
Facility—To minimize the number of empty
carriers at each station in a pneumatic tube
system, a return system has been developed.
Each switching station in the system is pro-
vided with a separate storage tube and a con-
trol mechanism to call back empty carriers
from every station on its line.

The largest pneumatic tube system in Germany
at the clinic of the Free University of Berlin
will be equipped for this type of carrier return.
The total tube length will be 7.5 kilometers (4.7
miles). The initial 121 stations will be dis-
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Figure 20—New intercommunication subscriber sets.

tributed among 10 lines served by 2 switching
stations. The tube diameter will be 100 milli-
meters (4 inches.)

Standard Elektrik Lorenz
Germany

Microwave System Between London and Bristol
—The new 600-foot (183-meter) tower of the
General Post Office that now dominates the
London skyline and many more of lesser heights
will serve a 960-channel microwave system to
Bristol. Operation will be on the 4-gigahertz
band. There will be one working and one
standby system with automatic changeover in
case of a fault. The system can be used for 625-
line television as well as telephony.

Standard Telephones and Cables
United Kingdom

Crossbar Telephone Switching for Fiinen—The
Fiinen Municipal Telephone Company has con-
tracted for the replacement of its present man-
ual telephone installation by an automatic cross-
bar switching system. About 37 000 lines are
involved in this system serving 300 000 persons
in an area of 1150 square miles (2980 square
kilometers).
Standard Electric Aktieselskab
Denmark
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Ministac—A Versatile Method for Comstructing

Component Assemiblies

H. T. PRIOR

ITT Europe; Brussels, Belgium

1. Introduction

The general trend in electronics makes it neces-
sary to provide means of constructing modular
assemblies smaller and more-tightly packed
than plug-in cards. In considering this prob-
lem, it was necessary to choose between two
possible approaches. The first possibility—the

Figure 1—Ministac trigger circuit.

Figure 2—Metal strip punched with standard pattern.

one adopted for Ministac—was to provide a
means of packaging conventional components
compactly. The second possibility was to pro-
vide a range of components specially designed
to have good packaging properties. The micro-
module is an example of this approach.

The first method avoided the very-heavy invest-
ment and time delay involved in developing
special components. Also, it was clear by 1961
that the better packaging of the micromodule
would soon be superseded by the newer thin-
film and semiconductor circuit techniques.

The choice having been made, the main objec-
tives of the development were as follows.

(A) Operation up to a few hundred megahertz.
(B) Assemblies should be repairable.

(C) Economical manufacture of both small and
large quantities of a particular design.

(D) Hand-made prototypes should be in
manufacturable form. This would avoid changes
in performance and simplify the translation of
laboratory information into production infor-
mation.

(E) Engineering methods should be as simple
as possible.

2. Construction

Figure 1 shows a typical Ministac assembly. It
consists of a pair of parallel surfaces to which

Figure 3—Metal strip punched for a particular circuit.
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the circuit components are attached. The key
feature is that a combination of “wiring” and
soldering tags is provided by punching out a
required pattern from a metal strip.

Figure 2 shows the perforated metal tape from
which the “wiring” with integral soldering tags
is made. It consists of a mass-produced nickel-
silver strip with a special pattern of punched
apertures. The circular holes are spaced 2.54
millimeters (0.1 inch) in both coordinates.

The unwanted parts of the basic pattern are
removed to produce the interconnection pattern
required for a particular circuit. This is done
in two stages.

The metal necks between the circular holes are
first punched away where necessary. At the
modeling stage this is done with hand tools, and
at the production stage it is done with a

Ministac—Component Assemblies

punched-tape-controlled machine. Figure 3
shows a typical circuit pattern at the produc-
tion stage. The outer edges of the basic pat-
tern still remain and serve two purposes. First,
the square holes near the outer edges are used
for transport through the automatic machine.
Second, the outer edges are needed to prevent
the various parts of the circuit from becoming
separated and difficult to handle.

Figure 4 shows the molding that supports the
stamped “wiring.” It consists of a plate of
thermoplastic material covered on both sur-
faces with cylindrical projections that match
the circular holes in the metal tape.

Two interconnection grids of the form of Fig-
ure 3 (generally with different patterns) are
mounted on this molding, one on each surface.
Figure 5 shows a complete assembly of a side

Figure 4—Thermoplastic molding for support of
punched metal strips.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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Figure 5—Molding with punched metal strips mounted
on each surface to form a side plate.
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plate. The grids are then held in place by
ironing down the tops of the cylindrical projec-
tions, as shown in Figure 6. This figure also
shows the final modification of the basic mate-
rial. The outer edges of the metal strip have
been cut away, leaving forked soldering tags
on the assembly for the attachment of com-
ponents.

Figure 7 shows two such assemblies, containing
different interconnection patterns, joined by
terminal plates to form a frame. A double row
of small components can be mounted in this
frame, or large components can occupy the
entire depth.

Details of the terminal plates are shown in
Figure 8. Individual terminals are supported
on a thermoplastic molding by ironing over the
tops of cylindrical projections that mate with

Figure 6—The cylindrical projections are ironed down

to hold the grids in place. The outer edges of the metal

strips are then cut away, producing the forked solder-
ing tags to which components may be attached.

192 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

holes in the terminals. The short lugs on the
terminals mate with the forked tags on the side
plates.

Other methods of providing terminals are
shown in Section 5.

The construction described provides on each
side plate a maximum of 6 interconnection
tracks running in the direction of the length.
The 6 tracks are divided into two sets of 3, one
set on each surface of the side plate. The
planar form of each set of 3 tracks limits the
ways in which the main interconnecting tracks
can be brought out to terminals for the attach-
ment of components.

Experience has shown that these limits are
unimportant for such circuits as triggers, am-
plifiers, oscillators, et cetera.

3. Design

A method of design has been perfected that
systematizes the work and leads directly to
making a control tape for the automatic ma-
chine. The steps in the design process are as
follows for the case of a trigger circuit.

(A) The schematic diagram is drawn normally
as shown in Figure 9.

Figure 7—Two side-plate assemblies together with ter-
minal plates make a frame for mounting components.

Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964
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(B) The interconnection diagram of Figure 10 the schematic diagram. However, the object at
is then drawn. The components are arranged in this stage is to make one of the sets of inter-
a row in approximately the same order as in connections between components as simple as

Figure 8—Details of terminal plates.
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+15 VOLTS
R1 RS RrRE RrR12
GROUND
o -0
0 VOLTS
RZ / X .74
cl? cRrR2 CR5 c4
1 —pt Q1 @2 o—
4 lbji
crt |cz R6 R7 Ta3 Acre
4 < »
= >
§ R3 CR3 CR4 3 RIO
' -6 VOLTS
R4 R9
J‘ -15 VOLTS
= = = D
0 o o ] o )
INPUTO TIMING WAVE OUTPUT O OUTPUT 1 TIMING WAVE INPUT 1
Figure 9—Schematic diagram of trigger circuit.
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possible (the lower set in Figure-10). The up-
per set of interconnections (X board) will be
constructed on one side plate of the final assem-
bly and the lower set of interconnections (¥
board) will be on the other side plate.

(C) Next, the packing diagram of Figure 11
and the detailed interconnection diagram of
Figure 12 are produced. The components must
be arranged to produce good packing and also
to make it possible to implement the X-board
interconnections. Interconnections crossing any
vertical line must be limited to not more than
three horizontal tracks on each of the two
layers of punched wiring. In Figure 12, one
layer is drawn in solid lines and the other in
dashed lines.

(D) Finally, the Y-board interconnections of
Figure 13 are designed. These were made very
simple in the first approximation of Figure 10.
As a result, performing step (C) does not make
the ¥ board unduly complicated in practice. It
can be seen from Figure 13 that the ¥ board
is still relatively simple compared with the X
board and is well within the scope of the inter-
connection facilities.

The procedure outlined enables attention to be
concentrated as far as possible on one design
step at a time. Of course, the time taken for
the design process depends on the experience
of the designer and the degree of importance of
close packing. An approximate time for the
circuit illustrated is 4 hours.

4. Manufacture and Modeling

Strip material with the basic interconnection
pattern is mass-produced using a high-speed
punch press. Moldings and terminals are also
mass-produced by conventional means.

The most-important feature of the manufactur-
ing process is the tape-controlled machine that
stamps out particular interconnection patterns
from the basic strip material.

Basic material passes from a reel to a set of
8 punches. These selectively punch the material,
which then moves on to be automatically
cropped to length and stacked. The machine
operates at the rate of about 12.7 millimeters
(0.5 inch) of material per second.

crmpuro ®GROUND —6VOLTS®  0-I5VOLTS
I_-—_'__—_'___ ______ o T T T S T S S— — —
| X BOARD
Rl r2 |R3 RS #4e |77 RE R9 |RE RI0\ R
Rt ct Rz lcR3 X JEJ ez e k\(fﬁf
iy ks —
# § T AlY =
Q! @z

l Y BOARD
e - |

QO TIMING WAVE

ouTPUT 04 S OUTPUTL

+I5VOLTS O TIMING WAVE O

Figure 10 —Interconnection diagram of trigger circuit arranged for Ministac.
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Control is by means of a loop of 5-channel tape
carrying all the information for a set of wiring
grids for one module. Two rows of holes across
the tape are used to control the 8 punches.

Both horizontal and vertical rows of holes on
the basic strip material are on 2.54-millimeter

o 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 0 Il 12 13 14 15 16 I7
XE YC X8,
RI CI R3 R5 R4 017 RS RE& R7 RIO C4 RI2

Ministac—Component Assemblies

(0.1-inch) spacing. It is not practical to mount
the punches on 2.54-millimeter centers and, to
obtain clearance, each is displaced from the
next by about 15.2 millimeters (0.6 inch).

Without this displacement the control tape
would be a direct analogue of Figures 12 and
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Figure 11—Packing diagram for components of trigger circuit. The numbers across the top (0-17) correspond to
the positions of the square holes in the metal tape.
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Figure 12—Instructions for punching tapes for the

X board. The solid line represents the interconnecting

grid for one surface, and the broken line represents
the grid for the other surface.
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13, since the lines on these diagrams indicate
where material is to be retained. The displace-
ment of the punches does not cause a serious
complication, however, since all that is neces-
sary is to apply a corresponding displacement
when preparing a tape from Figures 12 and 13.

Figure 14—-Use of lead-out wires as module terminals.
The unit shown is a 4-stage binary counter.

SRVENTIONAL

 COMPONENTS

S

5. Applications

The dimensional flexibility, electrical proper-
ties, and robustness of Ministac make it suitable
for a wide range of applications.

From the description given, it is clear that the
parts determining the length of a module can
be cut in 2.54-millimeter increments. The
punched “wiring” is supplied from a reel and
imposes no practical limitations. The molding
on which it is mounted is normally in 152.4-
millimeter (6-inch) lengths, which is adequate
for most requirements. Moldings can be joined
together end on end for exceptional applications.

The width of a module can be varied in a simi-
lar way, since the molding on which terminals
are mounted (Figure 8) can also be cut in 2.54-
millimeter increments.

The height of a module is normally 12.7 milli-
meters (0.5 inch) from the edges of the upper

SLOTTED
SOLDER
TERMINALS

Figure 15—Three views of an intermediate-frequency amplifier combining thin-film circuits
and conventional components.

196 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION - Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964

www americanradiohistorv. com



www.americanradiohistory.com

Ministac—Component Assemblies

13, since the lines on these diagrams indicate
where material is to be retained. The displace-
ment of the punches does not cause a serious
complication, however, since all that is neces-
sary is to apply a corresponding displacement
when preparing a tape from Figures 12 and 13.

Figure 14—Use of lead-out wires as module terminals.
The unit shown is a 4-stage binary counter.

WYENTIONAL

COMPONENTS

5. Applications

The dimensional flexibility, electrical proper-
ties, and robustness of Ministac make it suitable
for a wide range of applications.

From the description given, it is clear that the
parts determining the length of a module can
be cut in 2.54-millimeter increments. The
punched “wiring” is supplied from a reel and
imposes no practical limitations. The molding
on which it is mounted is normally in 152.4-
millimeter (6-inch) lengths, which is adequate
for most requirements. Moldings can be joined
together end on end for exceptional applications.

The width of a module can be varied in a simi-
lar way, since the molding on which terminals
are mounted (Figure 8) can also be cut in 2.54-
millimeter increments.

The height of a module is normally 12.7 milli-
meters (0.5 inch) from the edges of the upper

SLOTTED
SOLDER
TERMINALS

Figure 15—Three views of an intermediate-frequency amplifier combining thin-film circuits
and conventional components.

196 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION - Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964

www americanradiohistorv. com



www.americanradiohistory.com

Figure 16—Plug-in board with Ministac modules for
use in a digital transmission system.

Ministac—Component Assemblies

Figure 17—Ministac modules mounted together
as a unit.

tags to the edges of the lower tags. Components
may project beyond this if they are sufficiently
protected from damage.

For most applications, the electrical properties
are suitable up to at least 100 megahertz. The
capacitance between adjacent parallel tracks on
one surface of a side plate is 0.02 picofarad
per linear millimeter (0.6 picofarad per linear
inch) of strip length. Between two opposite
parallel tracks on opposite surfaces of the side
plate, it is 0.05 picofarad per linear millimeter
(1.4 picofarad per linear inch) of strip length.
The loss factor of the stray capacitance is
0.005 at 1 megahertz and 0.01 at 100 mega-
hertz.

Figure 14 illustrates the use of lead-out wires
as module terminals. The lead-out wires project
beyond the side plates and the module is
mounted on its side. This is an economical
method of providing terminals and is particu-
larly suitable where a large number of ter-
minals are required.

Figure 15 shows how thin-film circuits can be
conveniently combined with conventional com-
ponents.

Figure 16 illustrates a combination of Mini-
stac modules mounted on a plug-in board for
use in a digital transmission system.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

Volume 39, Number 2

Figure 17 shows how a number of modules
may be interconnected by treating each module
as a component mounted between a pair of
Ministac side plates. The resulting open struc-
ture is simple, robust, and compact without any
connections or components being inaccessible.

6. Conclusions

Starting in 1961, the development of Ministac
and its associated automated manufacturing
equipment has led to an arrangement for com-
ponent assemblies meeting a wide range of tech-
nical requirements. Engineering has been
simplified at the same time.

A tape-controlled production unit for fabricat-
ing interconnection patterns is now in opera-
tion.
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F. BEERBAUM
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J. EVANS

Standard Telephones and Cables Limited; London, England

F. LEYSSENS

Bell Telephone Manufacturing Company; Antwerp, Belgium

1. Introduction

A standard equipment practice has been de-
veloped by a team of engineers from ITT
Europe as a guide to our European companies
in the design of communication and other
electronic equipment. The scope of the project,
as shown in Figure 1, involves constructions
ranging from suites of racks down to plug-in
cards. ‘Guidelines of construction were made
broad enough to permit economical manufac-
ture of most required equipments.

To define the problem, a working party col-
lected information and specifications on conven-
tional engineering of racks, subracks, assemblies
of parts, and connectors. Study of this material,
plus agreement on a design philosophy, gave
rise to a general specification used as a basis
for the practical design. Details of the design
considerations are given in Section 4.

A well-considered equipment practice is useful
in the design of any particular system since it
reduces the workload by providing a range of

.

>

basic parts from which the appropriate ones are
chosen. The tooling to make basic parts can be
done in advance so that the parts can be
produced quickly.

Concentration on these manufacturing problems
provides further advantages over more-special-
ized equipment practices. Intercompany coop-
eration in equipment design and manufacturing
is simplified, and installations may mix different
types of product in an orderly way.

2. Description

A study of the problems encountered in build-
ing electronic equipment indicates a substantial

similarity of requirements for all such equip-

ment. Construction generally differs in the ar-
rangement of basic parts and the provisions for
their interconnection, test, and maintenance.

The task of the equipment designer is to pro-
vide a simple and flexible method of associating
units so that the functional and structural parts

A

Figure 1—Scope of equipment practice. 4 illustrates a suite of racks with enclosures, B a rack
with 1 subrack, and C a subrack with 1 plug-in card.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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can be separately made and tested and pro-
gressively assembled into racks, cabinets, or
complete systems.

2.1 ParRTS ASSEMBLIES

In the standard equipment practice, acceptable
mechanical designs of parts assemblies can vary
widely; the degree of mechanical complexity
depends on the types of parts, their packing
density, and the accessibility requirements for
maintenance. A wide range of standard dimen-
sions is available for all assemblies, whether a
simple board with directly mounted parts or an
elaborate unit.

It is not the purpose of this paper to discuss
the relative merits of the various ways to mount
components on cards and make interconnec-
tions. The methods commonly used, such as
printed-circuit wiring and wrapped solderless
joints, are all acceptable and the preferred
method can be chosen for a particular product.

Figure 2 shows construction details of a typical
simple unit. The printed board is designed and
produced by conventional methods and is
strictly rectangular in shape. The plug requires
only round holes for attachment to its board
and is treated as a component for the soldering
process. In principle, the plug consists of a
piece of insulating material 1.5 millimeters
(1% inch) thick with toothed edges that estab-

Figure 2—Typical approved parts assembly with 3
plugs, and mating sockets mounted in socket support.

200 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

lish the positions of the male contacts. This
arrangement has the following main features.

(A) Boards of different thickness do not re-
quire different sockets.

(B) No special processes need be applied to
the board to produce the plug contacts.

(C) Improvements in materials or changes in
requirements permit contact and insulating ma-
terials to be changed at any time without chang-
ing the board specification.

(D) The teeth are machined to close tolerance,
making them substantially independent of board
distortion. This is particularly important when
considering a large number of connections to a
board, as each plug assembly will only be
reliable to the extent that its tolerances are con-
trolled. Sockets may also be floated to accom-
modate interplug tolerances.

2.2 SOCKETS AND SOCKET SUPPORTS

Figure 2 also shows a socket support contain-
ing three sockets. The support consists of two
identical side members and two identical
mounting brackets equipped with captive
screws. Regularly spaced slots in the side mem-
bers allow sockets to be fixed in various posi-
tions by means of T-shaped fixing strips. This
arrangement has the following main features.

(A) The board is selected from a range of
regularly dimensioned heights, and the number
of connections to be accommodated in the socket
support varies. The socket side members are
readily cut to any height from standard stock.

(B) When the connectors do not take up the
entire height of the over-all assembly, those
used may be positioned conveniently for the
board wiring.

(C) Because the dimensions are such that the
socket has vertical float about the T strip and
because the plug’s insulated comb has tapered
protrusions, the total of the plug-to-board,
socket-to-support, and subrack height toler-
ances are accommodated by vertical movement

Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964
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of the socket. Unnecessary friction leading to
higher insertion forces is avoided.

(D) When more than one plug-and-socket
combination are arranged in line, the tolerances
of each combination are mutually independent.

(E) The weight of the board is always sup-
ported by the guide rails, not by the socket.

Tolerance variations in the horizontal axis are
accommodated by tapered entries in the socket
molding. These accept the plug protrusions,
aided by the floating arrangement of the socket

springs [1].

2.3 SuBrACK

The subrack can be made in aluminum or steel
to suit the preferred manufacturing method.
Since over-all dimensions are standard, the
subracks are interchangeable and the same
locating, guiding, and connecting parts may be
used.

The internal space of this subrack, which is a
rectangular frame, can be adjusted to cover a
wide variety of sizes within the standard range.

— e — T
- =] W—SECTION OF ALUMINUM
l Q)@ HORIZONTAL RAIL

| >

THREADED INSERTS

SOCKET SUPPORT

WELDING PIECE

Standard Equipment Practice for ITT Europe

By judicious placement of the horizontal rails
together with this simple modular construction,
many different combinations of assemblies and
parts can be accommodated.

The steel subrack illustrated in Figure 3 con-
sists of four identical horizontal rails joined by
two side plates of steel sheet 1.5 millimeters
(45 inch) thick, using resistance welding. The
horizontal rails have tapped holes at regular
intervals along their length. The steel parts are
galvanized and chromated.

The aluminum subrack (also illustrated in Fig-
ure 3) consists of four horizontal extruded
aluminum-alloy rails joined by captive screws
to two aluminume-alloy side plates 3 millimeters
(% inch) thick. The horizontal extrusions have
slots in which insert strips may be fitted. These
insert strips have threaded holes regularly
spaced along their length. The aluminum-alloy
parts normally are not treated with any surface
finish.

Each subrack side plate is equipped with a
right-angle vertical mounting strip. This up-
right is used to mount the subrack in the rack
by screws and nuts.

[ W—SECTION. OF STEEL
QPP HORIZONTAL RAIL
ISR

WITH SOCKET

PLUG-IN UNIT
HORIZONTAL RAIL

; 1
Qs S—=
’Q Q
N Olo
T\
SUBRACK
UPRIGHT
ALUMINUM Qﬂh 2
SIDE PLATE STEEL SIDE PLATE

Figure 3—Construction details of steel and aluminum subracks.
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Figure 4—Mounting of socket supports and guide
rails on the subrack.

Figure 5—Detachable subrack front cover.

Figure 6—Subrack using post-type wiring guides.

Figure 3 also illustrates how the assembly of
Figure 2 is accommodated in the subrack, sup-
ported by two plastic guide rails. Figure 4
shows the method of joining the socket supports
to the rear horizontal rails of the subrack by
means of captive screws. The guide rail is
supported on the screw and located on the
flange of the socket support. The front ends of
the guide rails snap onto the heads of special
screws affixed to the front horizontal rails of
the subrack. The guide rails, which are narrow
to permit optimum air circulation, may be in-
serted and removed manually without the aid
of a special tool. Depending on the assembly-
board thickness, the width of the groove in the
guide rail is 1.5 or 2.4 millimeters (i or ¥
inch).

The front face of the subrack may be enclosed
by the cover shown in Figure 5. The locking
springs protruding from the sides of the cover
serve as handles and provide good metallic
contact between subrack and cover. The rear
face may also be enclosed by a bracket-mounted
cover.

Figures 6 and 7 show partially equipped sub-
racks, which are fitted with designation strips.
Two types of strip are available, each of which
snaps directly into the slotted horizontal rail.
The first is a transparent envelope into which
is inserted a paper strip bearing the identifica-
tion markings, and the second is an opaque
extrusion on which markings may be placed
directly. Figure 6 also shows wiring guides,
each consisting of a molded plastic post that
may be attached by a screw to any one of the
holes in the rear rail. Figure 7 shows a second
type of wiring guide consisting of a molded
comb that may be attached by screws to two of
the holes in the rear rail. If necessary, both
types of wiring guide may be used in the same
subrack.

The subracks are well suited for mounting
conventional units. For example, controls and
indicators, either panel or bracket mounted,
may readily be attached to the horizontal rails.
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For mobile use, the assembly boards may be
locked by screws to the horizontal rails.

Subrack construction features include the fol-
lowing.

(A) Single- or double-depth subracks. An ex-
ample of the latter is shown in Figure 8. Inter-
mediate horizontal rails are attached across the
top and bottom between the side plates.

(B) A limited range of standard board
heights, in optional association with front-
mounted units. Figure 9 shows an example.

(C) Fixed or hinged front covers.

(D) Adapters for mounting standard subracks
in racks of other dimensions.

(E) Extension of the subrack upright so that
several subracks may be mechanically joined
and wired together before being mounted in the
rack.

24 ELECTROSTATIC SCREENING

Three types of screen can be provided as
follows.

(A) The subrack screen, which can be seen
in Figure 6, may be added to an equipped sub-
rack at any time in the assembly process. This
screen is placed horizontally on the top or
bottom face of a subrack and shields units in
adjacent subracks. It consists of a perforated
metal plate allowing adequate passage of cool
air; there are terminals at regular intervals
along the rear edge for connection of a ground
wire.

(B) The independent interboard screen, which
may be added to an equipped subrack at any
time. This screen is placed vertically between
assembly boards at a fixed distance from the
wiring side that faces it. The screen, which
shields adjacent boards, is mounted between a
pair of board guides. It consists of a flanged and
shaped steel plate with a ground terminal at
the rear, and an extra wire must be provided
for this connection.

(C) The board screen, which must be con-
sidered when designing the assembly board. It

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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Figure 7—Subrack using comb-type wiring guides.

Figure 8—Double-depth subrack.

Figure 9—Height-split subrack.
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Figure 10—Construction details of rack and enclosure.
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consists of a formed steel cover joined to the
assembly board. The ground connection is com-
pleted to a printed conductor on the board.
This conductor is terminated at an allocated
contact of the connector to which the system
ground goes. The board screen may be mounted
on the wiring or component side of the board
and shields adjacent boards as well as boards
in nearby subracks.

2.5 Rack AND ENCLOSURE

The increasing use of miniature units means
that the system wiring occupies an increasing
proportion of the required space. Hence, an
important feature is the provision of an adjust-
able space for the cabling.

The rack-and-enclosure arrangement, consist-
ing of standard steel elements in modular
dimensions, is intended to serve both small and

large installations. For the former, the rack and
enclosure is often freestanding with floor-level
cabling. In the larger installations, the cabling
problem is highly significant. In both cases, the
dimensional flexibility of the enclosures allows
the ratio of component space to wiring space
to be adjusted by choosing appropriate cabinet
depth.

In the construction shown in Figure 10, there
are plinths to which a bottom horizontal rail
is joined. Two rack uprights are joined by two
horizontal sections, and the combined frame is
attached between the bottom horizontal rail
and another at the top. A number of frames
may be attached side by side between these
rails, which have holes with standard spacing.
The rack uprights have regularly spaced holes
to accept a flexible complement of subracks.
The plinth is adjustable in height to compensate
for floor irregularities.
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A cable distribution guide is attached to the
top horizontal rail. Covers for the cable guide
and doors for the rack are optional and may be
added to an installation in which the subracks
are first fitted with individual covers. Enclosure
uprights are joined to the main structure at
top and bottom and lift-off hinged steel doors
attached. End covers may be attached, and in
this case function as enclosure uprights. A
more-elaborate version of the end cover can be
constructed as a so-called side mounting plate
on which the fuses, indicators, and controls
may be mounted.

A feature of the design is that the enclosure is
fully independent of the framework structure.
The system may be installed, cabled, and tested
without the enclosure,. reducing the risk of
damage and increasing access during installa-
tion. Another feature is the fact that up to 1.5
meters (5 feet) of framework width may be
exposed without intermediate door supports.
One-piece doors are used up to a height of
approximately 2 meters (6.5 feet) ; higher en-
closures use stacked doors, as shown in Figure
10. When two doors are stacked, they are sepa-
rated by a horizontal door divider, which may
be hinged and swung down to facilitate
maintenance.

The doors are made narrow for esthetic rea-
sons and can be folded back to avoid undue
restriction of aisle width. The door sections are
available in three rather closely spaced widths.
As folded and single doors may be mounted in
combination, a variety of enclosure widths may
be used. A typical combination is shown in
Figure 11.

Figure 12 illustrates an alternative to the door-
type enclosure. Subracks, each equipped with
front and rear covers, are mounted in racks and
operate in this configuration. The front covers
may be omitted when sealed or suitably shielded
assembly boards are specified.

2.6 WiIrING

Although any type of system wiring may be
used, study was primarily centered on conven-

Standard Equipment Practice for ITT Europe

tional wiring methods. Direct point-to-point
connections are impracticable in systems with
high cable density, even if the mutual capaci-
tance of cabling in high-frequency systems is
not a serious factor. The combined subrack,

Figure 11—Door combinations for enclosures of
different widths.

Figure 12—These covered subracks may be used
without enclosures.
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rack, interrack, and station wiring would be
too bulky and complex.

A good compromise is obtained in such cases
if the rack wiring is a conventional cable
harness terminated at a rack terminal field, or
if point-to-point wiring via wiring guides is
used, as shown in Figure 13. The latter method
provides good access to all connection points
and permits the wires to be laid only once in-
stead of first being laced into a harness.

In both cases, the feature of rack-to-enclosure
variable width ratio permits wiring that cannot
be accommodated behind the rack uprights to
spread into the space between rack uprights.
The system wiring between racks, between
suite frameworks, and from the station cabling,
is normally located in the distribution guide at
the top of the rack and is covered by front, rear,
and top lift-off plates. The construction also al-
lows cabling to be run through floor-level ducts,

Figure 13—Point-to-point rack wiring using
post-type wiring guides.

'
By Teain =

or under a false floor with the plinths standing
on the real floor.

2.7 HiINGED RAcCks

Figure 14 shows a version of the rack and en-
closure that embodies 1 fixed and 1 or 2 hinged
racks, all equipped with standard subracks.

The construction is compact, rigid, free-stand-
ing, attractive, and compatible with office furni-
ture and equipment. The enclosure has the same
depth as the general-purpose enclosure, and
both types may be joined side by side to form
a suite.

Each of the hinged racks gives access at front
and back when swung out and is arranged to
minimize the traverse of the movable wiring.
A terminal panel is mounted near the hinge to
obtain the latter result. Fixed panels for mount-
ing controls and indicators may be located at
the opposite side of the rack.

Figure 14—Typical rack-and-enclosure design for
hinged racks.
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3. Applications

The range of design features and permissible
dimensions allows a wide variety of applica-
tions. The design of assembly boards is mainly
controlled by modular dimensioning so that it
is possible for the subrack to accept them in any
required combination.

Figures 15 through 18 show additional tech-
niques used to build structures ranging from
small units up to complete racks of equipment.
The details of construction can be adapted to
make these structures compatible with existing
equipments.

4. Design Principles

There is at present a significant trend toward
integrated electronic systems that combine sev-
eral subsystems (for example, data processing,
switching, and transmission) into one complex.

Figure 15—Alternative way of mounting assembly
boards. Note that the power unit is a separate subrack
that slides into the main subrack. The over-all unit
mounts on a standard 483-millimeter (19-inch) rack.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION - - Volume 39, Number 2
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In such cases, a uniform equipment practice is
particularly valuable from the system engineer-
ing, installation, and maintenance viewpoints.

There is also a trend toward greater similarity
among different types of product, brought on by
the application of semiconductors and associ-
ated components, printed wiring, and other
modern techniques.

There are many ways to meet the technical re-
quirements of products that have different
points of superiority. However, one broad solu-
tion may not give equal weight to their respec-
tive merits. It is therefore important that the
solution have sufficient over-all advantage to
be economically acceptable despite the occa-
sional compromise demanded by use of a par-
ticular product.

Figure 16—Release and extraction of an assembly
from a subrack.
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Although a certain degree of design discipline
is essential, engineering freedom of decision
within the system must not be restricted by
excessive standardization. Examination of
product differences clearly shows that there
can be no single set of values for dimensions
of the mechanical parts; therefore it is im-
portant that standards for construction and
dimensions be made as flexible as possible.

The approach to these objectives has been to
design parts, within modular dimensions, that
may be assembled into a variety of structures.
These parts (for example, end plates and rails
for subracks) can either be stocked in a range
of modular sizes or fabricated as required from
basic material with tooling adaptable to various
needs.

203
ke
.

Figure 17—Fully assembled and wired rack
using subrack covers.

This approach simplifies engineering drawings,
manufacturing methods, and training of opera-
tors, and also reduces indirect costs.

Another design principle has been to develop
standards compatible with concurrent manu-
facture of the various parts. For example, as-
semblies, subracks, and racks can be manufac-
tured at the same time, with consequent saving
of over-all time and reduction of investment
charges.

4.1 GENERAL SPECIFICATION

This section summarizes the requirements that
apply to the joining of components into units,
and the assembly of such units in subracks and
racks. Requirements encompassed by the equip-
ment practice include the following.

(A) Applicability to electronic and electro-
mechanical systems including switching, line
and radio transmission, data processing, teleg-
raphy, signaling, remote control, and
telemetering.

(B) Adaptability to automated production of
the equipment, especially for soldered or
wrapped wiring and for component mounting.

(C) Identification of and convenient access to
all components and their connections for ease
of testing and maintenance.

(D) Combining of conventional parts and
printed boards, which may also be of the
plug-in type.
(E) Effective heat dissipation by natural or
forced cooling.

(F) Standard dimensions to permit advance
production of parts for stock and rapid fabrica-
tion to order with established tools. This per-
mits early delivery of equipment.

(G) Standard dimensions selected to conform
with dimensions of existing equipment.

(H) Minimum engineering in developing new
systems.

(I) Conformance to recommendations of the
Comité Consultatif International Télégraphique

208 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION - Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964
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et Téléphonique [2] and the International Elec-
trotechnical Commission.

(J) Electric shielding of units, subracks, racks,
and cable groups.

(K) Adequate grounding where needed.

(L) Equipment enclosures that may be added
after installation, wiring, and testing.

(M) Protected cable ducts for wiring between
racks.

(N) Full guidance of plug-in boards during
replacement to avoid accidental contact with
adjacent units.

(O) Units may be open wired boards, shielded,
hermetically sealed, or of chassis type for
heavy components.

(P) Units are locked against movement, par-
ticularly for mobile use.

4.2 CONNECTOR SPECIFICATION

Many details of construction are determined by
the plug-in connection. Therefore, the minimum
acceptable requirements are listed in this sec-
tion and refer in particular to the plug attached
to the printed board or other unit and to the
associated socket mounted in the subrack into
which the unit is plugged.

4.2.1 Dimensions

(A) Contacts shall be on 2.54-millimeter (0.1-
inch) centers in accordance with International
Electrotechnical Commission Publication 97;

1957.

(B) Connector contacts of printed boards, or
plugs attached to printed boards, shall be suit-
able for board thicknesses of 1.6 and 2.4 milli-
meters (7 and 5% inch), derived from the
publication cited in (A).

(C) Socket terminals shall permit soldering
or shall accommodate up to 3 wrapped connec-
tions of wire 0.6 millimeter (0.023 inch) in
diameter.

(D) Unused space between plugged-in units
shall be kept to a minimum.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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422 Mechanical Features

(E) Wherever practicable, connector contacts
shall be arranged for direct plug-in to avoid
bending the board.

(F) Plug-in force shall be as low as possible.

(G) Connector life shall be a minimum of
10 000 plug-in actions.

(H) Contact points shall be protected against
damage during board manipulation.

(I) Plug assemblies shall be in a minimum
number of sizes. The number of contacts for
each size of plug, in combination, shall be suit-
able to provide for the entire range of board
sizes.

(J) There shall be small variation of contact
force and contact pressure.

(K) Contact springs in the sockets shall be
conveniently replaceable.

(L) There shall be a floating arrangement of
sockets or socket springs in both vertical and
horizontal axes, to compensate for board and
subrack tolerances.

(M) Plugs and sockets shall not require sepa-
rate mounting screws.

BN

Figure 18—Subracks mounted on rack with provision
for connection to the rack wiring by coaxial U links,
as well as subrack wiring to rack wiring by connector
attached to side plate. This arrangement permits
subracks to be prewired and installed at the site.
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(N) There shall be mechanical coding to pre-
vent improper plug-in.

(O) Plugs shall also be capable of being used
with metal boards.

4.2.3 Electrical Ratings

(P) Continuous contact current shall be 4
amperes minimum.

(Q) Contact resistance shall be 5 milliohms
maximum.

(R) Insulation resistance shall be 100 000
megohms minimum (after storage for 4 days in
air with a relative humidity of 83 percent at 23
degrees centigrade).

(S) Root-mean-square test voltage shall be
100 volts.

(T) Contact force shall be 60 grams minimum.
(U) Double contacts shall be provided.

(V) Danger of silver migration shall be
avoided.

424 Materials Employed

(W) .The design shall permit a range of con-
tact materials to be specified without other
changes.

Friedrich Beerbaum was born in Berlin,
Germany, on 28 March 1908. He is an engi-
neering graduate of Ingenieur-Schule Gauss
in Berlin.

From 1929 until 1948, he was employed by
Allgemeine Elektrizitats-Gesellschaft.

In 1948, he joined Standard Elektrik Lorenz
where he is presently chief apparatus design

210 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

(X) The design shall permit a range of in-
sulants to be specified without other changes.

4.2.5 Ambient Conditions

(Y) Range of operating temperatures shall be
—55 to +100 degrees centigrade.

(Z) The connector shall be tropicalized.

5. Conclusion

This practice does not claim to satisfy all the
conditions of every system. It attempts within
its terms of reference to lay a simple foundation
to which may be added, with little engineering
and manufacturing cost, the particular require-
ments of specific products.

6. References

1. F. Beerbaum and J. Bernutz, “Multi-pole
Printed Circuit Connectors with 2.54-milli-
meter (0.1-inch) Contact Pitch,” SEL-Nach-
richten, volume 9, number 2, pages 87-93;
1961.

2. Comité Consultatif International Télé-
graphique et Téléphonique. Recommendation
G231, CCITT Red Book, volume 3, page 59.

engineer for switching systems and is also con-
cerned with new equipment practices.

J. Evans was born in Cardiff, Wales, on 21
February 1924.

After previous technical service with both an
aircraft operating company and the Royal Air
Force, he joined Standard Telephones and
Cables in 1950. He worked on test sets and re-
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generators in the Transmission Division. Later
he was responsible for product and mechanical
engineering during the development of the
Zebra computing equipment.

He represented Standard Telephones and
Cables in the International System task force
on equipment practices. Mr. Evans is now
chief mechanical engineer of the Integrated
Electronic Systems Division.

ELECTRICAL. COMMUNICATION - - Volume 39, Number 2

Standard Equipment Practice for ITT Europe

F. Leyssens was born in Antwerp, Belgium,
on 18 September 1930. He received the degree
of technical engineer from the Higher Institute
de Nayer at Malines in 1953.

In 1957, he joined the Bell Telephone Manufac-
turing Company as an apparatus development
engineer and is its representative in the ITT
Europe Standard Equipment Practice group.
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Central Testing Organization Within ITT Europe

C. A. MEULEAU
ITT Europe Technical Office

1. Introduction

Our manufacturing companies and laboratories
have operated for decades in all major countries
of Western Europe. Although these companies
had to adapt to different conditions in the tele-
communication systems of the various coun-
tries, they realized early that rigid standards
of high quality for our electrical and electronic
components would be beneficial and even indis-
pensable.

This became doubly clear after World War 2,
when the European economic communities
(Common Market and Free Trade Area) were
taking shape.

As one means to further standardize and assure
high quality, an ITT Europe Central Testing
Organization was started in 1959. As a gen-
eral policy, all tests are performed according to

standard test procedures, based on existing in-
ternational specifications if such are available.
Ten test centers have been established in 5
countries (refer to Table 1) and their activities
are coordinated from an office in Paris. They
provide employment for about 30 engineers
and technicians.

Costs, which are centrally controlled, cover
not only personnel but also the following:

(A) Test equipment, which frequently is de-
signed and built by the centers,

(B) Purchase of samples from outside sup-
pliers, and

(C) Power, which may be significant when
testing power rectifiers, for example.

In addition to detailed test reports, 180 copies
of a quarterly condensed summary are dis-

DETAILS OF THE CENTRAL TESTING ORGANIZATION

Notes

Le Matérial Téléphonique, Paris, France

Received official status in 1959.

Laboratoire Central de Télécommunica-

Laboratoire Central de Télécommunica-

Laboratoire Central de Télécommunica-

Transferred to Standard Elektrik
Lorenz, Nuremberg, Germany,
in 1963.

Located at Standard Telephones
and Cables vacuum-tube de-
velopment laboratories.

In operation for some time before
becoming an official test center.

TABLE 1
Test Center Est]ajlglgshed Location
Selenium power 1959 Standard Téléphone et Radio, Zurich,
rectifiers Switzerland
Silicon power rectifiers 1959 Standard Téléphone et Radio, Zurich,
Switzerland
Relays 1958
Capacitors 1959
tions, Paris, France
Transistors and diodes 1959
tions, Paris, France
Microelectronic devices 1963
tions, Paris, France
Magnetic materials 1959 Standard Telephones and Cables,
and cores London, England
Vacuum tubes 1960 Standard Telephones and Cables,
Paignton, Devon, England
Resistors, thermistors, 1963 Standard Elektrik Lorenz, Berlin-
and varistors Tempelhof, Germany
Connectors 1962 Bell Telephone Manufacturing Com-
pany, Antwerp, Belgium
212
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tributed to companies throughout the Inter-
national System.

Reliability assessment is also an essential activ-
ity of the Central Testing Organization. The
test centers are making relevant contributions
to an over-all reliability program. As an ex-
ample, they may devise appropriate accelerated
methods of determining parameter drifts.

The activities of the test centers are described
in the following sections.

2. Power Rectifiers

21 SELENIUM

The test center for selenium power rectifiers is
currently making mechanical, climatic, and life
tests. To make comparison easier, only single-
phase bridge-connected rectifiers having stand-
ard plate sizes are tested. The test facilities for
mechanical and climatic tests are quite conven-
tional.

The equipment for life tests is more impressive.
It has a capacity of 88 rectifier stacks with out-
puts of up to 24 amperes direct current from
each stack, each of which is connected to its
own resistive load. This corresponds to installed
power of 200 kilovolt-amperes and consumption
of 100 kilowatts at the present time.

Because of the heat dissipated in the loads, they
are located in a room with appropriate ventila-
tion, whereas the stacks are in a separate
temperature-controlled room (35 degrees cen-
tigrade) and the controls and measuring equip-
ment are in a third room, shown in Figure 1.

Life tests have great importance because they
give the most-useful information, notably data
from which life expectations for various ratings
can be derived by combined mathematical and
graphic extrapolations.

2.2 SivLicoN

At this test center, silicon industrial rectifiers
are individually submitted to load tests or

Central Testing Within ITT Europe

cycled forward-current tests, depending on the
particular rectifier. They are also subjected to
continuous reverse-voltage, storage, mechanical,
and climatic tests.

Tests are made in a single-phase half-wave cir-
cuit, using a resistive load. The operation may
be conducted at various ambient temperatures.
There are 632 positions for load testing. The
power supply delivers 70, 140, 280, 420, and
560 root-mean-square volts, respectively, for
cell ratings of 100, 200, 400, 600, and 800 crest
or peak working volts. The installed power
is 700 kilovolt-amperes and present consump-
tion is 250 kilowatts. This large amount of
energy is converted to steam in a boiler, which
serves the Zurich factory.

Figure 2 shows the test racks and measuring
equipment. Measurements of forward-voltage
drop and reverse current are made dynamically,
without interrupting the test in progress.

3. Relays

This test center includes a laboratory for the
examination of electromagnetic relays. In addi-
tion to test units that determine basic operating
parameters, such as operate and release cur-
rents and times, the following equipment is
provided for special tests.

Figure 1—Controls and measuring equipment for
life tests of selenium rectifiers.
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(A) Recording oscillographs.

(B) A high-speed camera (up to 8000 ex-
posures per second).

(C) An optical bench with a shadowgraph.

(D) A tensile test machine to record action
and reaction forces as a function of armature
displacement or air gap.

(E) Electronic test equipment for high-speed
relays et cetera.

The test center has access to the local facilities
of Le Matérial Téléphonique for conventional,
mechanical, and climatic tests.

The equipment for life tests was completely re-
built in 1562 and 1963 in accordance with the
latest practices of the telephone industry. Fig-
ure 3 shows this equipment, which consists of
the following elements.

(A) Power supply (left foreground) regu-

Figure 2—Racks and measuring equipment for
life tests of silicon rectifiers.

lated within 2 percent throughout the load
range.

(B) Square-wave pulse generator producing
frequencies of 50, 25, 12.5, 6.25, et cetera, hertz,
the first frequency being synchronized with the
source power of 50 =£1 hertz. The others are
generated by transistor flip-flops with automatic
switchover to standby equipment in case of
failure.

(C) Fault-detection system (right foreground)
in which the control circuit monitors the
square-wave pulse generator to remove from
test any sample that fails.

A punched-card device is set up to register
failures detected by routine test. The punched
cards give information about the kind of fail-
ure, the number of operations between the
start of the test and the time failure occurred,
et cetera.

Figure 3—Equipment for life tests of relays.
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4, Capacitors

This test center is concerned with all capacitors
except those for power applications (power-fac-
tor correction, motor starting, et cetera).

The tests are of two main types.

(A) Qualification or type-approval tests are
performed on a limited sample, typically 150
units. These tests are quite conventional, no-
tably (1) initial check of dimensions and elec-
trical parameters, (2) mechanical (tensile,
vibration, soldering, et cetera) tests, (3)
thermal-climatic tests, and (4) life tests. The
latter are normally carried out over a limited
period of time, typically 1000 hours, prescribed
by the relevant test specification.

It is standard procedure to prolong life tests
far beyond the specified duration. Indeed, this
policy is not limited to capacitors and it has

Central Testing Within ITT Europe

given extremely rewarding results. Since all
samples are subjected to the same tests deter-
mined by their ratings, differences in the results
are often significant. One brand may show
noticeable deterioration after 3000 hours,

whereas another may operate satisfactorily after
10 000 hours.

(B) So-called reliability tests are undertaken
only if the tests described in (A) are satis-
factory. Reliability tests are carried out on
larger batches, say, 700 units. These are divided
into several groups under different test condi-
tions (3 temperatures and 3 voltages) and the
test generally lasts or even exceeds one year.
Since the design of the capacitors has been
proved by the qualification tests, the number of
catastrophic failures normally is small and at-
tention can be concentrated on parameter
drifts. Mathematical means are being devel-
oped so that the collected data will permit

Figure 4—Equipment for reliability and life tests of capacitors, transistors, and diodes.
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extrapolations and predictions to be made for
periods of several years.

Equipments used at the test center include
ovens, climatic chambers, vibration and shock
machines, voltage and current supplies, and
oscilloscopes. There are also precision bridges
and standards, which are maintained at con-
stant temperature.

All the life and reliability test equipment,
shown in Figure 4, has been designed and con-
structed by the test center. This equipment is
installed underground and comprises 19 cab-
inets, 14 for high-temperature tests (right half
and left rear of figure) and 5 for room-tempera-
ture tests (left side of figure). Temperature is
maintained within %1 degree (up to 200 de-
grees centigrade) in each cabinet. This equip-
ment is served by a general 10-kilovolt-ampere
power supply regulated within = 1 percent.
Each cabinet has individual power supplies
(duplicated for safety), controls, temperature
regulators, and recorders. There is also a sys-
tem of alarms (center of figure) that detects
supply and temperature failures, as well as
catastrophic failures for each container of
capacitors within the ovens.

Another feature of the test center is the devel-
opment and construction of automatic test
equipment. The number of required measure-
ments is so large and the need to remove all

Figure 5—Automatic test console for capacitors.
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causes of errors so imperative that automation
has become indispensable. Figure 5 shows a
measuring console, one of which is used for
diodes and another for capacitor leakage cur-
rents. Measured values are indicated directly on
digital voltmeters as well as being printed on
paper tape. In the future they will be directly
recorded on punched cards, which will be
processed by an electronic computer.

5. Transistors and Diodes

The test center for transistors and diodes is
located next to the test center for capacitors,
with common staff and some common facilities.

Semiconductor devices pose their own difficult
problems, which often stem from the rapid
evolution in this field. Full evaluation of a
transistor or a diode may take one or two
years, and on occasion results have lost part of
their value when they finally became available.
Test programs must be very flexible, and this is
a problem at the moment.

Another problem relates to the high reliability
achieved, particularly with planar devices. It
has been explained |1] why it normally is not
practicable to assess reliability on very-large
sample batches. It is accepted that central test
facilities have to be maintained within reason-
able limits and that the usual sample size for
reliability assessments on transistors and diodes
is 1000 units, providing 107 component-hours
after one year.

Thus, for properly designed and manufactured
devices, the inherent long life means that catas-
trophic failures can be negligible. However,
the test conditions applied, involving tem-
perature, voltage, and power, correspond in
some way to life acceleration and may cause a
significant number of catastrophic failures. The
problem is to correlate the test conditions with
the failure rates thus determined. A dilemma
arises when we try to increase the statistical
significance of the results; either to have a few
groups of test conditions and many units per
group, or many groups of test conditions and
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fewer units per group. This problem is widely
known, but its solution in the present case must
take into account the special aims and limita-
tions of the testing organization.

In any event, attention is concentrated on
parameter drifts rather than sudden failures, to
a greater extent than for capacitors.

5.1 MICROELECTRONIC DEVICES

The activity at Laboratoire Central de Télé-
communications has recently been extended to
include a test center for microelectronic devices.
The new technologies involved require the de-
velopment of basic test philosophy and detailed
test methods. Work has already started on
various representative devices and is increasing
steadily.

6. Magnetic Materials and Cores

The responsibilities of this test center are many
and complex because of the variety of magnetic
materials and their applications (inductors,
transformers, core memories, magnets, micro-
wave devices, delay lines, shields, transducers,
et cetera). Particular problems received pri-
ority therefore—at least at the start; the test
program concentrates on items of direct interest
to the main equipment activities of the Inter-
national System, such as ferrite cores for trans-
mission, switching, and microwave applications.
The long-term behavior of these components
is of particular importance.

Most of the tests presently concern temperature
factors and disaccommodation effects in ferrite
cores for transmission. Neither characteristic is
regularly tested as part of the supplier’s quality
control, and statistical evaluation is needed. An-
other aspect concerns the complexity of mag-
netic phenomena, so that tests not only check
the manufacturer’s data but include investiga-
tions of additional parameters. Therefore, the
test center must maintain close contact with
users to determine all critical parameters, and
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to discuss with manufacturers the results of in-
vestigations in an effort to obtain the best pos-
sible compromises among requirements that are
more or less contradictory. As do the other
test centers, it also must participate actively
in the establishment of appropriate test speci-
fications.

The test equipment is conventional but of ex-
tremely reliable design. It includes Maxwell-
Wien bridges and Q meters as well as ovens
and thermostats (—35 to +500 degrees centi-
grade) necessary to measure initial permeabil-
ity, loss factors (Jordan and Legg), hysteresis
effects, Curie point, et cetera. In addition, there
is an oscillographic equipment to test memory
devices, as well as all the microwave equipment
necessary to test magnetic properties, attenua-
tion, et cetera, at frequencies up to 7 gigahertz,
including special equipment for measuring con-
stants of materials.

7. Vacuum Tubes

It was found most practical and economical to
locate this center at the vacuum-tube develop-
ment laboratories of Standard Telephones and
Cables. On the same site are manufacturing
facilities associated with these laboratories.
Therefore much laboratory equipment is avail-
able for making apparatus to perform the more-
complex measurements required in detailed
tube investigations. At the same time, a com-
prehensive and versatile range of test sets is
available in the production area to examine
higher-power low-frequency tubes and all the
other devices manufactured at this location.

Life tests under varied conditions such as en-
vironment, overload, and simulated intermittent
operation, play an important part in evaluating
a tube type. The vacuum-tube division includes
a department to design and produce equipment
for this class of testing, and to maintain and
periodically calibrate it.

Figure 6 shows a microwave test console in
operation.
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R

Figure 6—Microwave test console.

8. Resistors, Thermistors, and Varistors

Despite the apparent simplicity of the devices
tested, the program of this test center is rather
heavy. It includes investigations on test pro-
cedures and aging processes in addition to the
routine testing work.

For example, investigations have been made of
ways to detect manufacturing imperfections,
such as nonhomogeneous carbon films or poor
end connections to the caps and lead wires.
Such defects are not revealed by usual test
procedures and can result in catastrophic fail-
ures. They may be detected by an overload
cycling test, each cycle consisting of 1 second
of overload at 25 times rated dissipation fol-
lowed by 29 seconds without load. This method
is not applicable in all cases, however ; it is too
destructive and may only be used for low resist-
ance values because of limiting voltage con-
siderations. Alternative methods are therefore
being developed.

The white noise produced by a resistor is
another area for detailed examination. A cor-
relation is yet to be found between the noise
level under overload and the defects to be iden-
tified. A substantial advantage of the new
method, if it proves successful, is that it is

quick and nondestructive, which makes it ap-
plicable for incoming inspection and production
control.

The conclusions are generally derived statis-
tically from fairly large samples, that is, by
making and compiling a large number of meas-
urements. Automation of the latter has become
indispensable. A self-balancing bridge has been
put in operation for resistance measurements;
results may be punched on tapes or printed by
an electric typewriter.

The distribution functions, mean values, stand-
ard deviations, et cetera, and correlation coeffi-

cients are determined by the computing center
of Standard Elektrik Lorenz.

9. Connectors

Tests and measurements on connectors are par-
ticularly important in view of the necessity for
interchangeability among different manufac-
turers’ products and the degree of standardiza-
tion that this requires.

The test facilities are not separate from the en-
vironmental and electrical testing laboratory at
Bell Telephone Manufacturing Company. In
fact, the ITT Europe test specification, pre-
pared by specialists, emphasizes two tests: an
accelerated humidity test of 7 days and a longer
test of 150 days. The lots used represent 800
contact points for each test.

Of course, this is combined with other tests.
Each lot is subdivided into 4 groups that are
subjected to 0, 100, 500, and 1000 plug-in
operations, respectively, before humidity tests
commence, and equivalent mechanical opera-
tions are repeated at various times.

Individual contact resistance, insulation resist-
ance, and breakdown voltage between adjacent
contacts are measured as behavior criteria, and
a visual inspection (with magnification) is
made at the end of the whole series of
experiments.

The local facilities are suitable for other inves-
tigations, such as mechanical, metallurgical, and
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chemical causes of failure, silver migration on
dielectric materials for printed-circuit boards,
et cetera.

10. Conclusions

Only the centralized activities are described in
this paper and these constitute a small part of
the quality-control and assurance organization
within ITT Europe. Each parts factory has its
own services for quality control. Similarly,
equipment manufacturing companies have in-
spection services for incoming parts. Labora-
toire Central de Télécommunications and
Standard Telecommunication Laboratories both
conduct advanced studies related to reliability.
Improved methods have been developed; also
elaborate test specifications have been devised,
which in many cases have been in advance of
internationally accepted standards.

Central Testing Within ITT Europe
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Speech Immunity of Push-Button Tone Signaling Systems
Employing Tone Receivers with Guard Circuits

L. GASSER
E. GANITTA

Standard Elektrik Lorenz AG; Stuttgart, Germany

1. Introduction

In push-button signaling systems employing
tones or voice frequencies, the signals for each
digit are represented by one or more frequen-
cies within the voice-frequency band. While a
connection is being established, any noise in
the transmission channel will reach the tone
receiver and can imitate a calling signal, thus
causing a wrong connection. This gives rise to
the problem of guarding the tone receiver
against interference by unwanted voice fre-
quencies.

These unwanted frequencies, although they may
constitute speech or music, interfere with the
signal tone receivers and are considered to be
noise in this paper. They enter the transmission
channel through the microphone, which can be
switched off conveniently while the push but-
tons are operated but remains a source of noise
the rest of the time that a connection is being
established.

This interference or noise is precluded if the
microphone can be switched off or disabled for
the full calling period; this could be done by
adding a push button operated by the subscriber
or by reversing the feed-current polarity in
the switching plant. If either solution is incon-
venient or impracticable, or if there is no
criterion available for timing the pole reversals
accurately, the tone receiver must be guarded
against noise by other means. Two methods are
feasible. The tone can be accompanied by a
signal immune to noise, such as a modification
of the feed current that switches the tone re-
ceiver into the operative state only while the
push button is actuated ; or the tone receiver can
be designed to distinguish a calling signal from
noise and to be made immune to the noise by
guard circuits.

Systems with tone receivers guarded against
speech require no transmission path besides the
communication channel; they introduce no ad-

ditional requirements and offer greater free-
dom in application.

Therefore, this paper studies the measures for
best design of a push-button calling system with
guard circuits, plus the collateral question of
how many signal imitations can be tolerated.
Experiments with guarded equipment and the
results obtained are also discussed.

2. Basic Considerations

To distinguish calling signals from noise, the
structure of the noise will be considered to
identify its main features.

In a system using receivers with guard circuits,
a calling signal is obviously harder to imitate if
more and more conditions must be met simul-
taneously by a signal before it is accepted as
genuine. Such conditions can be:

(A) Location of the tone within the voice-
frequency band.

(B) Number of frequencies making up one
signal.

(C) Ratio of tone frequencies to each other.

(D) Effectiveness of the guard circuit (this
depends on its bandwidth, band location, and
guard factor*).

(E) Type of code used.

(F) Sensitivity of tone receiver.

(G) Bandwidth of tone receiver.

(H) Time provided for signal identification.
(I) Equality of signal frequency levels.

For optimum dimensioning of a guarded tone
calling system, it is necessary to know the effect

* Guard factor is the ratio of the signal voltage to that
noise voltage just actuating the guard circuit. In
logarithmic notation, the guard factor is Ap = psignst

- Pnoue.
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of each of the above parameters. An optimum
system may be defined as a system with the
lowest equipment cost in which the probability
of wrong connections because of signal imita-
tions is negligible compared with other causes,
such as the calling of wrong numbers. This
investigation is statistical and requires volumi-
nous practical experiments.

2.1 Speecw AND Music

Since speech and music entering the micro-
phone are the main sources of noise, their fol-
lowing properties are of interest.

(A) Spectral energy density in the band from
300 to 3400 hertz.

(B) Recurrence probability of discrete fre-
quencies.

(C) Appearance of 2-tone combinations.

(D) Duration of discrete tones.

The 2-tone combinations are of particular in-
terest because the finally adopted system uses
two frequencies for each signal.

Speech Immunity of Tone Signaling Systems

Figure 1 shows the acoustic energy density of
speech and music as a function of frequency.
It may be seen that both causes of noise show
sharp declines at frequencies above 1000 hertz.

An investigation of the spectral distribution of
speech tones reveals typical patterns of speech
sounds that are generated by resonance phenom-
ena in the human speech organs. These formant
patterns [1] scarcely change their position in
the voice-frequency band and have amplitudes
independent of the pitch. They give each sound
its characteristics and their position in the fre-
quency band enables the human ear to distin-
guish among sounds.

The vowels are conspicuous among these sounds
because of their almost strictly periodic nature,
which permits them to be identified in the com-
plex waveform of a syllable or a word [1-3].

Some of these periodic sounds are analyzed in
Figure 2 [1]. Remarkably, the fundamental
often has a lower amplitude than its harmonics.

The highest amplitude of any vowel is typically
at a frequency lower than 1000 hertz. This
confirms the characteristic trend in Figure 1;
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old of 2% 107 neper per square meter (Dunn and White, 1944; F. H. Luder, 1930; Steinkogler, 1954).

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION - Volume 39, Number 2 + 1964 221

wWwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Speech Immunity of Tone Signaling Systems

the vowels contain the main share of speech
energy.

Figure 2 also shows that 2-tone combinations
can be generated by individual vowels when, for
instance, two frequencies appear with high am-
plitudes while the other frequencies have rela-
tively low amplitudes. The most-frequent com-
binations are 1:2, 2:3, 3:4, 3:5, 4:5, and 5:6.
We may thus conclude that a vowel could imi-
tate a call signal composed of two frequencies.

Moreover, roughly one third of all speech
sounds are vowels in most languages. In this
context, the consonants must be considered in-
asmuch as they are voiced and contribute one
quarter of all speech sounds or even more,
depending on the language. Their spectral dis-
tribution is similar to that of the vowels, al-
though the energies are lower [1].

Similar relationships can be established in
music. Most musical instruments generate a
sound spectrum with strictly harmonic sound
components [1, 4]. Figure 3 shows the recur-
rence among 3270 musical notes of their fun-
damental frequencies as percentages of the

total ; the concentration between 350 and 750
hertz is unmistakable [5].

Again, the fundamental frequency of a musical
tone does not always have the highest amplitude
compared with its harmonics. Some musical in-
struments gencrate high amplitudes even at fre-
quencies of several kilohertz. As in the case of
vowels (Figure 2), two amplitudes may be
particularly conspicuous in the range between
300 and 3400 hertz, depending on the instru-
ment. Many musical instruments are charac-
terized by their sound components being in-
teger multiples of the fundamental pitch.

Musical selections feature a particularly fre-
quent recurrence of double tones that are sig-
nificant to this discussion. Figure 4 indicates
the recurrence distribution of double-tone com-
binations; that is, the frequency ratios of two
tones occurring simultaneously [5]. The octave
frequency ratio 1:2 predominates. Note that
six of the combinations recurring most often
are the same as in speech and that in addition
combination 5:8 must be considered.

The duration of discrete sounds is also of in-
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terest. A vowel may last from 40 to 500 milli-
seconds [6].

The recurrence distribution of musical-tone du-
rations may be seen from Figure 5 [5]. The
mean duration of a musical tone is from 100
to 300 milliseconds, depending on the tempo.
When music is played very fast, even a 1/64
note will last at least 20 milliseconds.

From these considerations, two important con-
clusions may be drawn for guarding the tone
receivers in the signaling system.

(A) Because of the energy distribution, the
signal frequencies should not be chosen from
the lower and medium speech band unless re-
quired by collateral conditions.
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(B) When choosing 2-frequency tones for sig-
naling, those frequency ratios recurring most
often in speech and music should be avoided.

2.2 ErrFEcT OoF RECEIVER PARAMETERS ON IM-
MUNITY TO SPEECH

2.2.1 Location of Signal Tones in the 1V oice-
Frequency Band

A comprehensive study by Flowers and Weir
[7] revealed the need to consider carefully the
fact that there is less sound energy in the upper
part of the speech band. When speech-guarded
tone receivers, operated at different frequencies
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Figure 4—Percentage distribution of recurrences in
music among 21 183 double-tone combinations.
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but having otherwise identical characteristics,
were subjected to speech interference, the num-
ber of signal imitations decreased greatly for
those receivers using frequencies in the upper
speech band, as shown in Figure 6. This is in
accordance with Figure 1.

Curves 4 in Figure 6 were derived by Flowers
and Weir before 1950 from analysis of various
languages transmitted via telephone lines, while
curve B is the result of our measurements in
telephone channels using more-modern trans-
mitter capsules. All curves show peaks near
1000 hertz. This peaking at a higher frequency
than shown by the curves of Figure 1 reflects
the effect of the telephone channels. Our results
agree remarkably well with those of Flowers
and Weir as far as the general trend is con-
cerned ; the numbers of signal imitations in 100
hours of operation differ by one order of mag-
nitude, however. Obviously this is explained
by the different ratings of the receivers em-
ployed (refer to Table 1).

The response time of our receivers was only
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Figure 5—Recurrence distribution of the durations of
21 183 musical notes.
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one-fifth that of the equipment used by Flowers
and Weir, but the bandwidth was double. The
effect of these two parameters will be discussed
later. Considering the difference in receiver
ratings, the results of both investigations are
the same for all practical purposes. Other stud-
ies [8] tend to confirm the trend in Figure 6.

2.2.2 Number and Relative Location of Signal
Frequencies

Obviously a single-frequency tone can be imi-
tated much easier than a 2-frequency signal.
Taking f, for the higher and f; for the lower
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Figure 6—Qccurrence of signal imitations as a function

of the frequency of a single-tone receiver., Curves A

were derived by Flowers and Weir [7] and curve B
by the authors. Refer to Table 1.
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frequency, this is clearly indicated in Figure 7,
which measurements were obtained from tone
receivers having no guard circuit. In addition,
this diagram shows that the frequency combina-
tions experimentally chosen for the signal tones
avoided the troublesome combinations pointed
out in the preceding section, with the general
result that the number of imitations of 2-fre-
quency call signals is substantially reduced.

2.2.3 Protection by Frequency Code

Although Figure 7 indicates that a signal
should consist of several frequencies in com-
bination, the equipment cost would be exces-
sive if more than two frequencies were used.
Hence we must select the most-practicable 2-
frequency combinations. In anticipation of fu-
ture developments that might require more than
10 signals, any 2-frequency code providing
fewer than 10 combinations should not be used.

Such considerations point to either a 2-out-of-6
code, as discussed by European administrations
for long-distance calls [9, 10], or a 2-group code
suggested by L. Schenker [11]. The 2-group
code offers an additional advantage for error
detection: The signal is identified as genuine
only if one frequency is detected in each of the
two groups simultaneously. On the other hand,
any two selected frequencies may form a gen-
uine signal in the 2-out-of-6 system.

Development work has also shown the practi-
cability of simple signal-amplitude monitoring
in the 2-group system. This is another error-
detecting feature that prevents false signals

TABLE 1
RECEIVER RATINGS FOR FIGURE 6
Rating F{%zerr?:%ld Authors
Bandwidth in hertz at half- 100 200
power points
Sensitivity in decibels re- —30 —-20
ferred to 1 milliwatt
Guard factor in decibels 6 9
Response time in milliseconds 50 10
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from entering the receiver. A signal is taken
as genuine if the amplitude difference between
both of its frequencies does not exceed a given
value. This feature approximately doubles the
immunity to speech imitations,

The advantage of the 2-out-of-6 code is that it
has already been favored in some countries.
However, this advantage is almost negligible
when carefully assessed. It is also possible to
subdivide the 2-out-of-6 combinations into
groups so that amplitude monitoring may be
used for error detection as in the 2-group sys-
tem ; however, the equipment cost would then
be increased considerably [12].

Our investigation showed the 2-group code to
be superior to the 2-out-of-6 code inasmuch as
it gives at least tenfold immunity to speech
noise.
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Figure 7—Comparison of protection afforded by single-
frequency and 2-frequency tones. The indicated ratios
represent fn/fi, and are plotted at their geometric
means (fafi)% in hertz. Receiver ratings were: band-
width, 150 hertz; sensitivity, —26 decibels referred to
1 milliwatt; and response time, 25 milliseconds. No
speech-guard circuit was used.

1964 225

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Speech Immunity of Tone Signaling Systems

5
10°g -
6 x
\
4 s
\
\
. \
q- \
\
§ \
e \
3o
T g \\
>
n 6 : \
2 N
g <
] \ \\
i N
a 2 Ny \‘
o
=3
2 o N
= 8 N
4 ~
2
108
~40 -30 -20 = TS) )

RECEIVER RESPONSE LEVEL IN DECIBELS
REFERRED TO 1 MILLIWATT

Figure 8—Number of signal imitations as a function

of receiver sensitivity. The solid curve was derived by

Flowers and Weir [7] and the broken curve by the
authors. Refer to Table 2.

BANDWIDTH IN PERCENT OF SIGNAL FREQUENCY

2.2.4 Receiver Sensitivity

As may be expected, the number of signal imi-
tations increases with receiver sensitivity as
shown in Figure 8 and Table 2. The receiver
will then respond to a greater range of speech
amplitudes. Hence the obvious remedy is to
provide for the highest possible signal ampli-
tudes so that the receiver sensitivity can be
kept low. However, these amplitudes cannot be
increased without limit because of crosstalk
produced in adjacent channels. Tests have dis-
closed a permissible sum level of O decibels re-
ferred to 1 milliwatt, about equal to the level
recommended for supervisory tones by the
Comité Consultatif International Télégraphique
et Téléphonique. Hence the tone-receiver sen-
sitivity is determined by the transmit level and
the maximum line attenuation.

2.2.5 Receiver Bandwidth

The number of imitations is related to the band-
width as shown in Figure 9. In the range
between 4 and 8 percent of the relative band-
width, for instance, the signal imitations ap-
proximately triple. The relative bandwidth
should be as narrow as possible in principle.
However, the bandwidth directly affects the
speed of signaling; for this reason, and because
of the higher filter-network cost, it cannot be
made as narrow as would be desirable. A band-
width of 4 percent would meet the tone calling

|08 ! 2 __4 6810 20 406080 system requirements with respect to the buildup
8 VV/ time; on the other hand, equipment should use
x® // the greatest allowable bandwidth for economy.
gs10 /
02
O >
E& 0 /
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i0' 102 ‘ 10® 2 Rating F{%;im[?ild Authors
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Figure 9—Number of signal imitations as a function ggiqduvs?&:t}ijlinnlﬁrrttzz at half- 241188 2%28
of receiver bandwidth. Receiver ratings were: signal power points i
frequency, 2500 hertz; response time, 10 milliseconds; Guard factor in decibels 4.5 No guard
sensitivity, —22 decibels referred to 1 milliwatt; and B T cireutt
. Response time in milliseconds 25 25
guard factor, 9 decibels.

226 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964

www americanradiohistorv. com


www.americanradiohistory.com

2.2.6 Guard Tiwme for Noise Suppression

The analysis of speech and music indicated a
median duration of about 250 milliseconds
for most 2-tone combinations in speech and
music. This raises the possibility of suppress-
ing these combinations by requiring a longer
time, say, 300 milliseconds for detecting and
processing a signal in the receiver. As has been
confirmed by our experiments and elsewhere
[7, 13-15], this guard time would be necessary
if it were the only means of protection. If the
guard time is made longer than 300 millisec-
onds, the number of signal imitations rapidly
decreases.

However, a guard time of this duration is quite
unacceptable with respect to signaling speed.
Investigations [16] have shown the median
duration of push-button actuation to be 100
milliseconds ; the shortest actuation of 30 milli-
seconds covers 0.05 percent of all cases. This
duration of 30 milliseconds limits the maximum
guard time.

Since it is impossible to use the optimum guard
time for tone receivers, the necessary protec-
tion from interference by speech and music
must be obtained with the aid of the other
parameters. If the receivers have a response
time of 10 to 20 milliseconds, the shortest push-
button actuation of 30 milliseconds requires
that the guard time not exceed 10 milliseconds.
The efficacy of such a short guard time is
shown in Figure 10. Measurements obtained
from three receivers are in good agreement.
A guard time of 10 milliseconds permits sup-
pression of 80 percent of all signal imitations.

TABLE 3
RECEIVER RATINGS FOR FIGURE 11

Rating Curves C

; Aand B urve C
Bandwidth in hertz 100 150
Sensitivity in decibels re- —-30 —27

ferred to 1 milliwatt

Response time in milliseconds 20 50
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227 Effectiveness of the Guard Circuit

The guard factor itself has a substantial effect
on the number of signal imitations. This may
be derived from Figure 11 and Table 3 without
difficulty, although the other parameters inves-
tigated are included in this presentation. As
the guard factor is increased, its effect on noise
suppression increases, but at a lower rate. The
protection gained when the guard factor is in-
creased, say, from 10 to 20 decibels, is of little
significance.

This information has an important bearing on
guard-circuit dimensioning. If a high ratio or
guard factor is chosen for best suppression of
imitations, the guard circuit will respond to
lower noise levels. As a result, line noise such
as switching clicks or selector noise may block
the tone receivers and prevent them from re-
ceiving the call signals. The choice of guard
factor must therefore be based on a compromise
that takes the expected line noise into account.
In this respect Figure 11 gives a useful indi-
cation.

Calling signals also must be protected against
the proceed-to-dial tone transmitted from the
central office to the subscriber station as soon
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Figure 10—Percent of signal imitations that equal or
exceed the corresponding guard times. The 3 curves
are for 3 receivers.
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as the handset is lifted. The proceed-to-dial
tone chosen in many countries is based on rec-
ommendations of the Comité Consultatif Inter-
national Télégraphique et Téléphonique of 425
=+ 25 hertz, with a level of the order of mean
speech power level. Hence this would block the
tone receivers.

Three remedies are feasible.

(A) Reduce the level of proceed-to-dial tone,

(B) Connect a 425-hertz band-stop filter to
the tone-receiver input, or
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Figure 11—Effect of guard factor on signal imitations.

Curve A is for 2400-hertz single frequency, curve B

for two frequencies of 2000 and 2400 hertz, and curve
C for 3000-hertz single frequency. Refer to Table 3.
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(C) Using a hybrid in the central register,
transmit the proceed-to-dial tone only in the
direction of the calling subscriber.

Solution (C) is most expedient as the dial-tone
level need not be changed and the speech im-
munity suffers no loss. Of course, all three
solutions could be used in combination.

In switching systems that put through the call-
ing subscriber line while the connection is being
established, the tone receivers can be blocked
to further calling signals by selector noise, other
supervisory tones, or announcements. This dis-
advantage is eliminated by the hybrid, which
provides a temporary speech path via the reg-
ister and also decouples the tone receivers from
the originating line. Of course a hybrid does not
provide absolute decoupling, which is another
reason why the guard factor should not be
made too high.

2.2.8 Summary of Parameters Influencing
Speech Immunity

Table 4 lists the effectiveness of all parameters
influencing speech immunity. The effectiveness
factor should be understood as the ratio of the
maximum-to-minimum numbers of imitations.
Note that the first four parameters substantially
determine the immunity of the system to signal
imitations. The near-optimum solution is thus
clear: a system using two signal frequencies; a
guard factor of 10 decibels; locating both fre-
quency groups in the upper part of the speech
band; and using one frequency at a time from
each of the two frequency groups.

A significant requirement is that no two fre-
quencies making up a calling signal may form a
combination that recurs often in speech and
music.

This briefly summarized result served as a
guiding principle in the experiments described
in Section 4. However, it is first important to
know the number of signal imitations tolerable
from the standpoint of the grade of service.
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3. Tolerable Number of Signal Imitations

The quality of telephone service is characterized
by the behavior of both the subscribers and the
switching equipment. As wrong connections can
result from imitated signals in the push-button
calling system, we should determine what num-
ber of lost calls are caused by the subscriber
originating a wrong digit and what number by
malfunctioning switching equipment.

Traffic studies by a European telephone-operat-
ing administration [17] revealed that wrong
connections caused by subscriber dialing error
amounted to 0.85 percent in toll traffic and
0.25 percent in tie-line toll traffic, referred to
the total number of calls. Malfunctions of
switching plant result in the respective figures
of 040 and 0.20 percent [17-21]. Figures re-
lated to local traffic have not been published to
date; it may be assumed that wrong connec-
tions in local traffic are even fewer because of
the shorter subscriber numbers. However, Tell
[22] has found that lost calls in local traffic are
relatively higher because the subscribers are
less attentive than in long-distance dialing.

Let us assume the subscriber does not make
more mistakes in push-button signaling than in
dialing. Let us further assume the known
lesser values for short-haul trafficc. We thus
obtain a total of lost calls of 0.25 + 0.20 = 0.45
percent. Thenumber of faulty operations caused
by signal imitations should not exceed one
tenth of this value to keep it from rising too
high. This would correspond to 0.05 percent;
that is, 5 out of 10 000 calls may be permitted
to result in wrong connections because of sig-
nal imitations.

This value of 0.05 percent can be considered
in terms of, say, 100 hours of occupancy of the
central register. Assuming the register can han-
dle each call in an average of 10 seconds,
36000 calls would then be handled in 100
register busy hours with a tolerable total of
about 20 signal imitations.

This grade-of-service specification for push-
button signaling could be checked against exist-
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TABLE 4

EFFECTIVENESS OF PARAMETERS INFLUENCING
SPEECH IMMUNITY

Parameter Effectiveness Factor

2-frequency signaling compared 20 to 2000*
with single-frequency signaling

Guard factor, from 0 to 10 200
decibels

Location of signal frequencies in 100
the medium or upper portion
of the voice-frequency band

2-group code compared with 10 to 50
2-out-of-6 code

Guard time, from 0 to 10 milli- 5
seconds

Receiver bandwidth, from 8 to 3
4 percent

S5-decibel reduction in receiver 2
sensitivity

* Depending on the ratio of the two frequencies.

ing specifications for systems that have speech
immunity. For voice-frequency signaling equip-
ment based on specifications of the German
Bundespost and the Comité Consultatif Inter-
national Télégraphique et Téléphonique, tone
receivers with guard circuits are also provided.
The specifications for these receivers tolerate
3 and 10 signal imitations, respectively, in 100
busy hours. Here, however, the busy hour re-
fers to the duration of conversation, as the tone
receivers are permanently associated with the
individual lines. A signal imitation can thus
cause an existing connection to be released. As-
suming a mean duration of 3 minutes for one
conversation [19], 100 busy hours would be
equivalent to 2000 conversations of which 3 (or
10) may be lost because of signal imitations.
This is equivalent to 0.15 and 0.5 percent, re-
spectively, which shows that the requirement
derived earlier (0.05 percent) is substantially
more stringent.

4. Experiments with Tone Reccivers

To obtain reliable information about the speech
immunity of various receiver designs, the inves-
tigation should be oriented to extreme condi-
tions of actual operation. The evidence is even-
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more persuasive if the experiments include
conditions that are more stringent than in the
worst case of actual operation.

4.1 METHOD OF INVESTIGATION

In the test setup shown in Figure 12, the tone
receivers were tested with a broadcast program
comprising 50 percent speech and 50 percent
music. To preclude the influence of chance, the
various receivers were tested in such a way that
they received partly the same and partly differ-
ent noise programs. No difference in results
was detected.

The output of the broadcast receiver was first
applied electrically to the tone receivers at a
level of —10 decibels referred to 1 milliwatt.
The same output was recorded on the first
track of a magnetic tape recorder. A counter
was connected to the outputs of the tone receiv-
ers and counted the total number of signal imi-
tations. Other counters having time-delay net-
works for 2, 5, and 10 milliseconds counted the
imitations according to duration. When a sig-
nal imitation appeared across the tone-receiver
output, this output pulse was used to mark the
second track of the tape. This was done by trig-

3 + N -
359
9

@. |
SUBSCRIBER SPEECH >
SET MUSIC TONE
4 'RECEIVERS
WITH:
. GUARD
BAND-PASS CIRCUITS
~ FILTER -
'300-3400
" HERTZ
K ene
‘ 2 i
BROADCAST '
| RECEIVER~ @ @®---©
TEST SET

i

gering two generators at the same time, one of
50 hertz for a duration of 1 second, and the
other of 1000 hertz for a duration of 50 milli-
seconds.

In the fast rewind mode of the tape recorder,
the 50-hertz marker provided for rapid detec-
tion of the point marked on the tape. In the
slow forward mode, the 1000-hertz tone indi-
cated the precise position of the point marked,
plus any fast-recurring imitations. During eval-
uation, the marked sections of the tape were
played back repeatedly for the corresponding
tone receiver.

In the playback mode, a test set connected to
each of the tone receivers indicated by lamps
which one had responded. Thus it was possible
to establish whether speech or music had
caused an imitation, the duration of the imita-
tion, and the frequencies involved. In this way,
the tone receivers were subjected to speech or
music for 100 hours or more. For convenient

comparison, the results were determined on the
basis of 100 hours.

This test method should be regarded as ex-
tremely stringent for several reasons. In actual
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Figure 12—Diagram of test setup for measuring number of signal imitations as a function of duration.
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operation, a register will rarely be loaded with
speech and music for 100 successive hours.
This suggests testing tone receivers in actual
operation while they are connected to switching
equipment. The statistical values then meas-
ured would reflect true operating conditions as
seen by the register. However, the imitations
recorded could be originated by only a few
subscribers.

As far as the register is concerned, the grade
of service would scarcely be impaired by the
imitations, while the few subscribers calling
under unfavorable ambient noise conditions
might suffer an extremely high percentage of
wrong connections. That is why the very-
stringent test method appears not only justified
but indispensable; it is based, so to speak, on
the least-favored subscriber.

The electrical output from the broadcast re-
ceiver to the tone receivers at —10 decibels re-
ferred to 1 milliwatt corresponds to a very-
high level of noise at the subscriber-station
output. An equivalent acoustic input to the mi-
crophone of the subscriber station would require
a loudspeaker volume not tolerable in a room
with a telephone in use.

A relevant experiment showed that acoustically
introduced noise had the effect of reducing the
number of signal imitations by nine tenths in
the same receiver. For the purpose of this ex-
periment, those sections of the tape that caused
imitations in the electrical mode during 100
hours of operation were consolidated on a single
tape. This tape was played back via a loud-
speaker at the highest bearable volume, and the
sound was picked up by the handset micro-
phone 1 meter (3.28 feet) from the loudspeaker.
Even when the microphone was moved as close
as possible to the loudspeaker, not all imitations
were reproduced despite tone-receiver sensitiv-
ity of —31 decibels referred to 1 milliwatt.

These experiments indicate that the electrical
input level employed of —10 decibels referred
to 1 milliwatt creates greater disturbances than
would be encountered under the worst condi-
tions in practice.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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4.2 TueE 2-Grour CobpE

The arrangement developed for the 2-group
code is shown in Figure 13. Two groups of
four frequencies each are provided; the signal
is formed with two signal frequencies, one from
each group. The arrangement shown was used
in all experiments ; the only changes were made
in electrical parameters to determine which ones
protected the system best.

The input of this arrangement was connected
to the subscriber line. The signals and noise
were processed by the band-stop filters, the
group amplifiers, and the eight tone receivers.

A selective tone receiver is of very-simple de-
sign. It comprises only one resonant circuit
that accepts tones corresponding to its resonant
frequency and rejects all others. If two or more
receivers in a group operate simultaneously, all
outputs from that group of receivers will be
blocked by an exclusive-or gate from operat-
ing the succeeding equipment.

Each group of tone receivers is protected
against signals intended for the other group
by a band-stop filter. A calling signal consists
of one tone in each of the two groups. If the
two such tones differ greatly in level their out-
puts also will be blocked from the subsequent
equipment.

The tone-receiver outputs are connected to a
coincidence-test circuit (anp gate). As soon
as it detects the simultaneous presence of one
frequency in each group, it triggers a delay
network that can be adjusted to the guard time
desired. The coincidence-test circuit checks
whether the two frequencies continue without
interruption for the duration of the guard time.
If this is the case, it triggers the decoder and
only then does the decoded digit appear across
the output of the equipment.

If the durations of imitations are to be investi-
gated, the guard time is removed simply by
adjusting the delay network to O milliseconds.

The following considerations apply to the choice
of signal frequencies and their location in the
voice-frequency band of 300 to 3400 hertz.
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Section 2.1 states that certain frequency ratios
must be avoided as they frequently recur in
speech and music in the form of 2-tone com-
binations. When these undesired combinations
are plotted within the telephone band, they may
be presented graphically on a log-log scale. The
frequencies associated with specific ratios then
appear as parallel diagonal lines, inclined by 45
degrees if both coordinates have the same scale.
If the signal frequency of the lower group is
now linked with the abscissa and that of the
upper group with the ordinate, the 2-frequency
combination is expressed by a point in the sys-
tem of coordinates. Since there are four fre-
quencies for each of the two groups, there will
be 16 points in all. These should be so posi-
tioned in the system of coordinates that they
are as far away as possible from the diagonal
lines representing the undesired combinations.

This can be achieved with relative ease by pro-
viding a uniform logarithmic spacing among
the points; that is, by basing the frequency
allocation on a geometric grid so that

fo/ fr = fo/f2 = fu/fs = constant.

The points must be expanded into squares or
windows [11] of equal size to allow for com-
ponent tolerances insofar as they affect the fre-
quencies. If the tolerances are small, the win-
dows can be correspondingly reduced in size,
thus minimizing the possibility of their being
crossed by the straight diagonal lines of unde-
sired ratios.

4.2.1 First Experimental Grid

A provisional experiment was undertaken with
the window test procedure to confirm its useful-
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Figure 13— Arrangement of tone receivers for 2-group code.
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ness and possibly to obtain basic information
relating it to the push-button calling system. A
frequency grid was selected in the medium
range of the voice-frequency band in such a
way that the windows were positioned between
as well as on the straight lines of ratios. The
window diagram is given in Figure 14. The
tone receivers had the following ratings.

Bandwidth of each receiver in per-

cent of nominal frequency 7
Sensitivity in decibels referred to

1 milliwatt —31
Response time in milliseconds 15
Guard factor in decibels 11
Frequencies of first group in hertz 920, 1040, 1160,

and 1280

Frequencies of second group 1520, 1700,

in hertz and 1880

In this experiment, only 7 signal frequencies
were used, providing for 12 combinations of
two frequencies. The equipment was subjected
continuously to speech and music for 206 hours.

The results showed that windows not crossed
by the diagonal lines were free of imitations.
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Figure 14—Window diagram of the provisional experi-
mental grid. Solid-line windows provide for all circuit
tolerances and are 7 percent (*3.5 percent) of nomi-
nal frequency. The broken-line squares are the actual
signaling bandwidths and are 4.4 percent (2.2 per-
cent) of nominal frequency. The figures in the win-
dows indicate percentages of the total number of imi-
tations caused by speech/music. Ratio 5:8 is shown as
a diagonal broken line because it is significant only for
music, while speech is the primary consideration here.
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The percentages of imitations that occurred
were noted in the windows separately for

speech/music. These percentages are listed in
Table 5.

TABLE 5

PERCENT OF TOTAL IMITATIONS FOR
DouBLE-TONE RaTIO

Ratio Speech Music Total
1:2 7 25 32
2:3 2 36 38
3:4 1 17 18
3:5 — 5 5
5:8 — 2 2
4:5 — 3 3
5:6 — 2 2

10 90 100

The 5:8 ratio has statistical significance only
in music. Since speech is our primary consid-
eration from now on, this ratio is shown as a
diagonal broken line in the window diagrams
to denote its relative insignificance.

The breakdown of imitations by ratios is very
useful. Since it is difficult in some cases to allo-
cate the frequencies so that no window is
crossed by a diagonal line, this presentation
permits the windows to be placed where they
will be crossed by the diagonal lines of ratios
that cause the fewest imitations.

Only about 10 percent of all imitations re-
corded were caused by speech. When the dura-
tions of imitations were evaluated, it was found
(upper curve of Figure 10) that they were dis-
tributed as follows:

80 percent greater than 2 milliseconds
60 percent greater than 5 milliseconds
20 percent greater than 10 milliseconds.

Thus 80 percent of imitations would be sup-
pressed if a guard time of 10 milliseconds is
provided for each tone receiver.

To check the reliability of these results, they
were statistically evaluated with respect to the
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duration periods. This was done for all experi-
ments. In the provisional experiment, a con-
fidence range of 35 percent was established
for the true statistical mean with a reliability
of 90 percent.

The total number of imitations in 100 register
busy hours was not much different from the
value of 0.05 percent assessed as tolerable
earlier. This relatively satisfactory result was

achieved partly by the high guard factor of 11
decibels and partly by the fact that the spectrum
for speech and music was not limited to the
telephone channel range of 300 to 3400 hertz;
thus frequencies outside this range were capable
of contributing to the receiver blocking. How-
ever, as explained earlier, it is inexpedient to
base the speech immunity primarily on a high
guard factor.
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Figure 15—Window diagrams of optimum grid. Only the maximum bandwidths of the windows are shown. With
a guard time of 10 milliseconds, the figures for imitations during 100 register busy hours by speech/music, respec-
tively, are shown in the windows. The shaded windows are unsuitable for signaling. Refer to Table 6.
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4.2.2. Optimum Grid for 12 Combinations

The results of the first experiment suggested
a search for an optimum grid. While retaining
the specified speech immunity, this grid should
permit us to design the push-button calling sys-
tem with the following characteristics.

(A) The bandwidth of the receivers should
be as broad as possible for the most-economical
dimensioning of the equipment, especially the
tone generators in the subscriber stations. In
our studies, it was found that a bandwidth of
7 percent met these requirements.

(B) A guard time of 10 milliseconds should
be satisfactory considering the shortest push-
button actuation of 30 milliseconds.

(C) Because of line noise, a guard factor of
less than 10 decibels should be permissible.

Speech Immunity of Tone Signaling Systems

The test results and receiver ratings for the
upper voice-frequency range are listed in Table
6. The frequencies chosen and the bandwidth of
7 percent result in the window diagram shown
in the upper portion of Figure 15.

Omitting the four shaded windows directly
crossed by ratio lines, the remaining 12 are
almost-perfectly placed between the ratio lines.
This would be sufficient to form the 10 digits
for calling and two additional signals. Only 3
imitations exceeding the guard time of 10 milli-
seconds were recorded, all caused by music.

Two arguments are raised occasionally against
the use of signal frequencies from the upper
voice-frequency range. If push buttons are ac-
tuated during a conversation, tone receivers of
a long-distance network using signal frequencies

TABLE 6
Data rFor OpriMuM WiNDow GRIDS OF FIGURE 15

Upper Voice-Frequency Medium Voice-Frequency
Range Range

Guard Time in Milliseconds

Frequencies in hertz:{
Group 1
Group 2

0 2 5 10 0 2 5 10
Imitations per 100 register busy hours:*
Speech — — — — 55 6 2 —
Music 5 5 4 3 204 60 22 10
Number of disturbed calls per 10 000 with guard time of 0.84 2.8
10 milliseconds
Confidence range of measurements in percent with re- +130 +85
liability of 90 percent —100
Duration of test in hours 100 156
Receiver ratings:
Maximum bandwidth (including tolerances) in percent 7 5
Sensitivity in decibels referred to 1 milliwatt =31 —28
Response time in milliseconds <15 <15
Guard factor in decibels 7 6
Level comparison Yes Yes
Band-pass filter (Figure 12) No Yes

2070, 2320, 2600, and 2900 | 1310, 1470, 1650, and 1840

1310, 1470, 1650, and 1840 | 835, 930, 1040, and 1165

* Tolerable number of imitations = 20.

T Frequency spacing = 11.8 percent; group spacing = 12.5 percent of highest frequency in group 1.
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in this range could be caused to malfunction.
It may be assumed that these discrete frequen-
cies will not be used for push-button signaling.
Thus they could conceivably be generated only
by simultaneous actuation of several push
buttons.

Even if improper use of the push-button sta-
tions could cause trouble, there are technical
means to prevent the transmission of such fre-
quencies. This argument is therefore unsound.
The other argument refers to the use of loaded
lines in the local network. Although the cutoff
frequency of modern loaded lines is outside the
voice-frequency band (5000 hertz in some
cases), the upper voice-frequency band could be
affected in older networks. This argument can-
not be taken lightly; in a local network, trunks
having a low cutoff frequency may indeed be
encountered. For this reason, the next experi-
ment consisted of shifting the signal frequencies
to the medium range of the voice-frequency
band without changing the frequency ratios.
The test results and receiver ratings for the
medium voice-frequency range are also given
in Table 6.

Since these frequencies reached into the range
of stronger sound energies, the bandwidth was
narrowed to 5 percent. Thus the windows were
reduced in size so that none was crossed by a
ratio line. This is shown in the lower portion
of Figure 15.

The investigation this time was somewhat more
stringent because the noise band was restricted
to the range from 300 to 3400 hertz. Despite the
reduced bandwidth, the imitations had substan-
tially increased. On the other hand, it is re-
markable that they had only trebled for the
guard time of 10 milliseconds. Even if the sta-
tistical uncertainty is considered, speech im-
munity remains within tolerable limits for this
guard time.

Two details of these investigations are worth
mentioning. The numbers in the windows of the
lower portion of Figure 15 show a high per-
centage of imitations caused by ratio 5:8,
which had been declared harmless. The fact is

236 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

that this ratio line almost bisects the windows
while all other windows are barely touched by
the other ratio lines. Thus the imitations caused
by the 5:8 ratio appear to be relatively nu-
merous because the total of all imitations is
very low indeed. Also, the lower right windows
of both window diagrams in Figure 15 showed
imitations that were unexpected considering the
positions of these two windows with relation to
ratio lines. A completely different effect was
involved here ; these imitations had been caused
by interfering frequencies between both groups
of signal frequencies. If these interfering fre-
quencies have high amplitudes, receivers that
use the adjacent frequencies between the two
groups may be caused to respond under certain
conditions. From this, it may be concluded that
the spacing between frequency groups (only
12.5 percent in Table 6) should be made as
wide as possible.

4.23 American Telephone and Telegraph
Company Grid

The grid chosen by the American Telephone
and Telegraph Company [1, 23, 24] provides
all 16 frequency combinations. The frequencies
are positioned relatively low in the voice-fre-
quency band. This apparently has been ar-
ranged with the intention of reserving space
for another frequency group in the vacant up-
per band, thus permitting push-button calling
for simple data transmission.

From our previous studies and from the results
with the optimum grid (Figure 15), we may
conclude that the Bell System grid would not
provide equivalent speech immunity because its
frequencies are positioned in the range of
stronger speech energies. However, three series
of experiments using these frequencies were
performed to obtain additional information.

The window diagram for this lower voice-
frequency range is shown in the lower portion
of Figure 16. The test results and receiver rat-
ings for this range are listed in columns 1
through 3 of Table 7. Comparison of columns
1 and 3 shows that the number of imitations
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is approximately the same when either a broad
bandwidth and high guard factor or a narrow
bandwidth and low guard factor are combined.
The important consideration is not so much the
bandwidth, but rather the resulting crossings
of windows by ratio lines. The same two col-
umns should also be evaluated realizing that
level comparison and absence of noise-band

Speech Immunity of Tone Signaling Systems

limitation are two features that tend to reduce
the number of imitations. This is clearly con-
firmed by column 2, where the number of imi-
tations is particularly high because of the low
guard factor, limitation of the noise band to
the range from 300 to 3400 hertz, and absence
of level comparison. These imitations are mostly
of short duration, however; when the guard
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Figure 16—~Window diagrams of Bell System grid. Only the maximum bandwidths of the windows are shown.
With a guard time of 10 milliseconds, the figures for imitations during 100 register busy hours by speech/music,
respectively, are shown in the windows. Refer to Table 7.
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time in column 2 was 10 milliseconds, the num-
ber of imitations decreased to the order of mag-
nitude of the other two columns.

Comparing these results with those from the
optimum grid shows that the latter is superior
by a factor of 20. However, the tolerance re-
quirements of Section 3 can also be met by the
Bell System grid if the guard time is increased
to 20 milliseconds, which should be based in
turn on a minimum push-button actuation of 40

milliseconds instead of the 30 milliseconds
stated in Section 2.2.6. This increase may or
may not be tolerable; a satisfactory answer
probably will not be available until considerable
experience is accumulated with a large number
of subscribers.

The excellent speech immunity of the Bell Sys-
tem grid results from either a high guard factor
or a narrow bandwidth. There is a way to
minimize their effect and still offer as good or

TABLE 7
Data For BEeLL SystemM WiNpow GRips OF FIGURE 16
Upper
Lower Voice-Frequency Range Voice-Frequency
Range
1 2 3 4
Guard Time in Milliseconds
0| 2]|5|10{20 0 2 | 5 |10/20, 0 | 2 [5]|10/20} 0 [2]5]10{20
Imitations per 100 register busy hours:*
Speech 168[103[53[13| 2 | 444| 158| 32|10 1| 93| 44[17(13| 2| 25|10| 5| 4I—
Music 458|182(97|56| 9 {2376/1002|168|70|14|385|218|95|35| 7 {160(98(43|27| S
Number of disturbed calls per 10 000 for the
following guard times:
10 milliseconds 16 20 10 7
20 milliseconds 3 4 2 1.5
Confidence range of measurements in percent +25 +30 +42 +55
with reliability of 90 percent
Duration of test in hours 110 154 115 115
Receiver ratings:
Maximum bandwidth (including tolerances) 7 5 5 7
in percent
Sensitivity in decibels referred to 1 milliwatt -31 —28 -31 -31
Response time in milliseconds <15 <15 <15 <15
Guard factor in decibels 11 5 6 6
Level comparison No No Yes Yes
Band-pass filter (Figure 12) No Yes Yes Yes
Frequencies in hertz:}
Group 1 697, 770, 852, and 941 1209, 1336,
1477, and
1633
Group 2 1209, 1336, 1477, and 1633 2097, 2318,
2562, and
2832

* Tolerable number of imitations = 20.

T Frequency spacing = 10.5 percent; group spacing = 28.5 percent of highest frequency in group 1.
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better protection; namely, the grid could be
shifted to higher frequencies. This was done
without changing the frequency ratios. The
grid for the upper voice-frequency range is
shown in the upper portion of Figure 16. The
test results and receiver ratings for this range
are listed in column 4 of Table 7. Note that the
objective of 20 imitations or fewer has been
reached despite a low guard factor and a broad
bandwidth.

4.3 THE 2-ouT-0F-6 CODE

The 2-out-of-6 code was mentioned as an al-
ternative in Section 2.2.3, considering primarily
the long-distance multifrequency coding of call
signals [9, 10]. In this system, 6 frequencies
within the medium voice-frequency range are
used for one direction and 6 frequencies within
the upper range are used for the opposite direc-
tion. In the following discussion, only the 6
upper frequencies are considered: 1380, 1500,
1620, 1740, 1860, and 1980 hertz. However,
there is an essential difference between the 2-
out-of-6 and the 2-group multifrequency signal-
ing. While the 2-out-of-6 combinations are now
used on long-distance lines, these lines are dis-
connected from the calling subscriber during
switching. Therefore, any effect of speech on
the selective tone receivers is precluded and the
receivers neither need nor have guard circuits.
The signal frequencies were therefore chosen
on the basis of quite-different considerations.
This is clearly seen in Figure 17 where we at-
tempt to accommodate the 2-out-of-6-code fre-
quencies, with their specified constant band-
widths of 60 hertz, in a window diagram.

To measure the speech immunity of this code,
the same investigation that had been applied
to the 2-group system was repeated with the
aid of 6 receivers developed for the 2-out-of-6
system. These receivers had a common control
by which the sensitivity was always adjusted
to the highest level of a signal frequency. A
code-checking unit connected to the receiver
output ignored combinations of adjacent fre-
quencies; this was necessary because the re-

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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ceivers had relatively flat filter characteristics.
High-amplitude noise appearing between the
frequencies of two adjacent filters could imitate
signals in both receivers. However, such imita-
tions are not within the scope of our investi-
gation.

A guard circuit was provided in the form of
an additional receiver having a 700-hertz band-
width between 300 and 1000 hertz. When this
receiver responded, it blocked the output of
the code-checking unit.

The numbers of recorded imitations are shown
in the windows of Figure 17. Test results and
receiver ratings for the 2Z-out-of-6 experiment
are listed in Table 8. Speech and music had
imitated 262 and 753 signals, respectively.
Speech thus produced 25 percent of the imita-
tions compared with 10 to 20 percent in the
previously described investigations. The num-
ber of imitations is about 20 times larger than
in the 2-group system, and they are mainly in
the windows associated with lower frequencies.
On the whole, this experiment confirmed the
principles put forth in Section 2.2 for the de-
velopment of a push-button signaling system.

TABLE 8

DATA FOR 2-0UT-OF-6 WINDOW
Grip OF FIGURE 17

Volume 39, Number 2

Imitations per 100 register busy hours:

Speech 262
Music 753
Receiver ratings:
Bandwidth in hertz 60
Sensitivity in decibels referred to 1 —34
milliwatt
Response time in milliseconds 15
Guard factor in decibels 11
Guard time in milliseconds 10
Band-pass filter (Figure 12) No

4.4 CoMPARISON OF GUARDED RECEIVERS

When the number of tolerable imitations for
push-button signaling was assessed in Section
3, specifications for existing tone receivers with
guard circuits were used for comparison. There-
fore, it appeared useful to extend our investi-
gations to these receivers. For this purpose, a
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3000-hertz receiver of the type used in a Euro-
pean subscriber toll-dialing system, a 2040-
hertz receiver, and a 1700-hertz receiver from
other networks were tested. The test results
and receiver ratings are given in Table 9. Al-
though some receiver parameters differed, we
confirmed that the number of imitations de-
creases with increasing signal frequency. All
receivers had a relatively long guard time.

Thetotalnumber of imitations in the 3000-hertz
receiver is about 10 times larger than in the
specification of the competent telephone admin-
istration. This is probably caused by the very-
stringent test conditions introduced by music.
Here the imitations were not broken down by
speech and music; considering the relation
found in the preceding experiments, however,
the number of imitations caused by speech may
meet the specification.
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Figure 17—Window diagram for the 2-out-0f-6 code. The figures for imitations during 100 register busy hours by

speech/music, respectively, are shown in the windows. The shaded windows each employ two adjacent frequen-

cies and were not evaluated because they were susceptible to imitations from single-frequency disturbances between
their frequencies. Refer to Table 8.
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Figure 18 summarizes the results given in
Tables 6 through 9.

5. Conclusions

The investigations have shown the possibility
of achieving a very-high degree of immunity to
signal imitations by speech in a system that
employs receivers with guard circuits, provided
that the system is based on a 2-group code and
that the effects of some essential parameters
are duly considered.

The 2-out-of-6 code may be disqualified by the
specification that not more than 5 out of 10 000
telephone connections (referred to the individ-
ual subscriber, not to the register) may be
disturbed by imitations. All varieties of the
2-group system investigated meet this specifica-
tion approximately, the optimum grid having a
considerable safety margin,

The results obtained with Bell System grids
show good mutual agreement and demonstrate
that equivalent results can be achieved by ex-
changing parameters. Thus, the effect of signal
imitations from combination tones on receivers
having broad bandwidth can be compensated

Speech Immunity of Tone Signaling Systems

for with a high guard factor or by shifting the
signal frequencies into the upper voice-fre-
quency range.

If it is felt that the four unused combinations
in the optimum grid are indispensable, the Bell
System grid with frequencies shifted into the
upper range may be preferable because it meets
the specifications best. This modified grid, com-
pared with the original Bell System grid, gives

TABLE 9
IMITATIONS IN 3 SINGLE-TONE RECEIVERS*

Filter Frequency in Hertz

3000 | 2040 1700
Imitations per 100 register 34| 405 | 3150
busy hours:
Receiver ratings:
Bandwidth in percent 4 7 8.5
Sensitivity in decibels re- | —23 | —27 | —26
ferred to 1 milliwatt

* Each receiver had a response time of 15 milli-
seconds, guard factor of 11 decibels, and guard
time of 50 milliseconds. No band-pass filter
(300-3400 hertz) was used.

10000
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[Omusic SPEECH | BELL SYSTEM GRID, TABLE 7 BELL SYSTEM 120008 | 3as N
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Figure 18—Summary of results given in Tables 6-9.
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only a minor advantage in speech immunity
but also allows for greater bandwidth, which
in turn lowers the equipment cost. Moreover,
the modified grid can tolerate a relatively low
guard factor and is therefore less susceptible
to line noise, which is significant for actual
operation.

The requirements we have placed on speech
immunity and the test method used raise the
question whether the yardstick applied to the
system is too severe. This may be the case, but
it seems justified to apply stringent specifica-
tions because the introduction of a new signal-
ing method calls for exceptional care and cau-
tion. Only operational experience can determine
whether and to what degree specifications for
speech immunity may be liberalized ; even then
the actual benefit to the system should be ap-
praised before any concession is made.

On completion of the investigations described
in this paper, Standard Elektrik Lorenz devel-
oped a 2-group-code push-button signaling sys-
tem in which the signal frequencies are located
in the upper voice-frequency band. All 16 pos-
sible combinations may be used. This system
was cut over in the Stuttgart local network
together with a quasi-electronic switching sys-
tem [25] in July 1963.
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Quusi-Electronic Telephone Switching System HE-60

H. SCHONEMEYER

Standard Elektrik Lorenz AG; Stuttgart, Germany

1.

The many novel components developed during
the past two decades—such as transistors, semi-
conductor diodes, magnetic storage devices, and
reed switches—have had a great impact on the
telephone switching art. This is evident from
the work carried out in the past 10 years by

Introduction

government and private research and develop-
ment laboratories. They have designed and built
a number of trial offices to test, under both
laboratory and field conditions, the new switch-
ing techniques made necessary by use of these
electronic components, as well as the resulting
system groupings. A trial office in Stuttgart,
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Figure 1—System grouping.
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inaugurated in July 1963, is testing the HE-60
quasi-electronic system.

The basic function of a telephone switching
system is to set up connections simultaneously
between many pairs of subscribers for the re-
quired lengths of time. The switching network
may operate on either space, time, or frequency
division [1].

The system discussed in this paper is called
quasi-electronic. This term indicates that there
are Herkon contacts in addition to electronic
components. These hermetically sealed contacts,
from which the name Herkon is derived, are in
the form of reed switches [2], the nickel-iron
springs of which bend only approximately 0.1
millimeter (0.004 inch) in opening and closing
the contacts.

Present electromechanical switching systems
are so reliable that this factor is of major im-
portance in the design of new electronic switch-
ing systems. It is well known that reliability
cannot be injected into an existing system but
should substantially influence the entire design.

Quasi-Electronic Telephone Switching HE-60

2. Grouping

An important feature of electronic devices is
their inherent high switching speed, which
favors consolidation of control units with at-
tendant economy. Such consolidation in the
HE-60 system has been restricted to permit
complete groups to be installed in smaller cen-
tral offices while several such groups can make
up a large exchange. Thus, one switching group
serves 2000 subscribers. Larger offices will be
equipped for two or more such groups. Sub-
scribers are served by 4-group equipment, and
incoming and outgoing traffic are handled by
C and D groups, respectively.

Figure 1 illustrates the manner in which a
large central office can be made up of such
groups. Within each group, connections are set
up on the l-at-a-time marking principle. How-
ever, marking operations may take place simul-
taneously in different groups. Calls between any
two groups are handled by linking their mark-
ing networks (originating and destination
groups) for the duration of a marking process.
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Figure 2—Layout of an 4 group.
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Thus the maximum number of simultaneous
marking operations possible in one central office
are equal to the number of groups.

The following details of grouping schemes show
a characteristic feature of reed switching net-
works that are achievable in any physical array.
The connections are established through a rela-
tively large number of switching stages made
up of relatively small crosspoint matrixes, to
minimize the total number of crosspoints. The
actual size of the matrixes has been determined
by traffic simulation in a computer.

2.1 4 Grouprs

Figure 2 shows the layout of an 4 group. The
subscribers’ lines are combined into 100-line
final grids comprising switching stages 4 and
B. The internal arrangement of a final grid is
shown in Figure 3. Stage 4 has 10 switching
matrixes with 10 inlets (subscriber circuits)
and up to 6 outlets (links) each. These provide
up to 60 links for access to the 6 matrixes of
stage B, which also have 10 inlets and 6 outlets
each. The 100 subscriber lines are thus con-
centrated into 36 links that are connected via
an intermediate distributing frame to stage C
of the mixing grid, the internal arrangement of
which is shown in Figure 4. Up to 20 final
grids, with a total of 20 X 36 = 720 links, can
be cross-connected here to form 6 mixing grids.
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Figure 3—Link arrangement of a final grid.
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Switching stage C contains 11 matrixes with 11
inlets and 6 outlets each. I't is connected with 66
links to switching stage D. Normally, stage D
is provided with 6 matrixes also having 11 in-
lets and 6 outlets each, so that 11 X 11 =121
inlets are concentrated in every mixing grid
into 36 outlets.

Special arrangement of the links between stages
C and D permits use of up to 8 matrixes in
stage D, thereby obtaining 48 outlets in all.

Connection sets A4 and B (Figure 2) are con-
nected to the point of highest concentration
(stage D) of the switching network. Connec-
tion set A serves calling subscribers and has
access to the A4 register via the register-finder
grid, which consists of switching stages E and
F. The traffic, moreover, is distributed via the
first directional grid (switching stages G and
H) to an intermediate distributing frame pro-
vided in common for all groups of a switching
office. Connection sets 4 are combined into
groups of 30 and expanded, via stage G (6
matrixes with 5 inlets and 12 outlets each) and
stage H (12 matrixes with 6 inlets and 11 out-
lets each) to 132 outlets. The following inter-
mediate distributing frame is provided with
cross-connecting jumpers. These permit access
to the inlets of connection sets B (serving
called subscribers) of their own and of other A
groups, as well as to the trunk groups leading
to other offices and to the long-distance area.
Within their own group, the outlets of connec-
tion sets B are connected to switching stage D
of the mixing grid. The mixing and switching
grids are used for traffic in both directions so
that incoming traffic (switching stages A to D)
is handled in the same way.

The crosspoints of the switching network
(stages 4, B, C, D, G, and H) are provided
with 4-contact Herkon elements (2 contacts for
the speech path, 1 for the metering lead, and 1
for the holding circuit). Switching stages E
and F of the register-finder grid are equipped
with 1l-contact strip-mounted Herkon cross-
point elements, to permit a quick signal ex-
change between the A4 register and connection
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set 4. The switching matrixes of the register-
finder grid have 6 inlets and 4 outlets each. The
links between stages E and F are connected to
an intermediate distributing frame to permit
easy adaptation of the degree of concentration
of the register-finder grid to the number of
connection sets 4 and A registers required.

The control circuits are designed to permit 1-
at-a-time marking only. For safety reasons, a
number of special control devices have been
provided that perform only certain partial op-
erations during the call-establishing process.

The most-important duty is assigned to the
group marker. It ensures that the 1-at-a-time
rule is followed and monitors the entire switch-
ing process with the aid of extensive test
circuits.

The final stage marker (in conjunction with
the stage-marker connector) and centralized
stage markers 1 and 2 serve for route finding
in the switching network. The final marker
(assigned to every 100-line group) enables ac-
cess to the subscriber circuits for test and con-
trol purposes. The originating-call barrier (also
provided for every group of 100 subscribers)
ensures, in conjunction with the group marker,
that only the called subscriber is marked.

The class-of-service translator contains data on
subscribers. Easy access to this information
during the marking process essentially increases
the control flexibility of the system and allows
subscriber data to be considered while the con-
nection is being established.

The only duty of the directional marker is to
establish a connection between the register and
the called subscriber or an outgoing trunk line.
It connects one register to the marking net-
work and gives access to the routing translator,
which is provided in common for all 4 and C
groups of an office.

The group connector joins the originating
group directional marker to the destination
group marker for the duration of a marking
process. The guide-network group connector
and the guide-network changeover circuit are
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auxiliary units used for route finding in the
switching network. Operation of the former
depends on the required direction, and opera-
tion of the latter depends on the marking pro-
gram (refer to Section 3.2).

22 C Groups

Figure 5 shows the layout of a C group. In-
coming lines from other central offices and from
the long-distance area arrive at connection set
C, which has access to the C register via
switching stages E and F of the register-finder
grid. As soon as a connection set C is seized,
group marker C, in conjunction with central-
ized stage marker 1, effects through-connection
to the C register.

The directional marker, centralized stage
marker 2, the group connector, the guide-net-
work group connector, and the routing trans-
lator of the C group operate identically to the
corresponding units of the A4 group. The
switching path runs from connection set C via
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stages G and H of the first directional grid to
the intermediate distributing frame, which is
assigned in common to all groups. The inter-
mediate distributing frame is provided with
cross-connecting jumpers that permit access to
all 4 groups and, if transit traffic is handled by
the office, also to the D groups.

2.3 D Grours

Figure 6 illustrates the layout of a D group,
which handles the outgoing traffic to other cen-
tral offices and to the long-distance network.

Access to group marker D is obtained via the
group connector of the 4 groups and, if re-
quired, of the C groups. Group marker D con-
trols the sequence of operations. The informa-
tion on the wanted trunk group is received by
the guide-network trunk connector, which then
marks all free trunks available in the group.
The function of the centralized stage marker is
to find a route through the second and third
directional grids. Depending on the particular
local requirements, the switching network may
be arranged to provide a maximum of flexibil-
ity. For example, outgoing trunk groups with
a high traffic load may be branched off right
after stage H of the 4 and C groups and wired
directly to connection sets D, which switch the
marking paths to the individual outgoing
trunks. Connection sets D are also used for
adaptation to the particular conditions of indi-

vidual trunks. The switching network expands
further through the second and third directional
grids, which comprise switching stages J, K, L,
and A/, to provide access to smaller trunk
groups and special services (for example,
absentee service or changed-number announce-
ments). The matrixes of the first and second
directional grids are kept especially small, with
4 inlets and 6 outlets. Thus with a completely
meshed link arrangement, directional grids
could be formed with 4 matrixes in the input
stage and 6 matrixes in the output stage; that
is, with 16 inlets and 36 outlets.

2.4 ARRANGEMENT OF GROUPS IN STUTTGART
TriaL OFFICE

The Stuttgart trial office of the HE-60 quasi-
electronic system is designed to serve 2000 sub-
scribers. One A4 group would therefore be
sufficient. To be able to demonstrate the inter-
working of groups, however, two 4 groups
have been provided, the 41 (standard-service)
group for 1500 subscribers and the A2 (aug-
mented-service) group for 500 subscribers.
The latter group are offered special services.
They may use either standard dial-type or
push-button-selection telephone sets, the regis-
ters being able to handle both kinds of dialing
information. The class-of-service translator
contains a ferrite storage unit with 6 ring cores
per subscriber. This storage unit permits oper-
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Figure 5—Layout of a C group.
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ator- or subscriber-controlled switching to ab-
sentee and changed-number services. An-
nouncement service is available whereby for a
time determined by a subscriber all calls for
that subscriber are diverted to an operator or
to a recorded announcement service. Abbre-
viated-dialing service is also available to a
limited number of subscribers.

The incoming traffic flows over 117 lines from
3 local junction centers to the trial office, where
it is handled by one C group.

Although one D group would be fully capable
of handling the outgoing traffic that flows
through 141 lines in 11 directions, two D
groups have been provided in the trial office.
They are thus able to demonstrate rerouting
from group to group in the event of overflow.

3. Control

In conventional step-by-step switching offices,
each switching stage is associated with a par-
ticular digit of the telephone number. The con-
nection is set up digit by digit as each is dialed
by the calling party, and major parts of the

Quasi-Electronic Telephone Switching HE-60

future speech path are switched through before
the desired subscriber is actually known. On
the other hand, the HE-60 is a comprehensively
controlled register-type switching system. The
number of switching steps are independent of
the length of the called number and are deter-
mined solely by the switching operations re-
quired to assemble the speech path. Alternative
switching paths are available, thereby assuring
a minimum of traffic blocking.

When a subscriber’s handset is lifted, the A4
register is reached by a first marking process,
via connection set 4 and stages A through F.
The calling subscriber may now dial the desired
number into the register, where it is stored.
When the entire number (or at least sufficient
information for one switching operation) has
been stored, the register calls the directional
marker, which then initiates the second mark-
ing process. In this manner, the connection is
built up from connection set 4 (seized during
the first marking operation) to the desired sub-
scriber or outgoing trunk. In either case, the
route is selected with the aid of a guide-wire
procedure.
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3.1 Route FINDING BY GUIDE-WIRE METHOD

By providing the control system with sufficient
information to assemble a speech path from
even the last free links, good use can be made
of the crosspoint elements and their quantity
can be reduced accordingly.

A guide wire M (see Figure 7) is run parallel
to speech-path wires 4 and B, metering wire Z,
and holding wire C. The contacts of the cross-
point elements switch the speech-path and
auxiliary wires, but not the guide wire. The
guide wires are combined in every switching
matrix by a diode multiple connected to
an electronic amplifier (offering-signal regen-
erator).

Figure 7 shows part of a switching matrix and
the essential details for control. During route
finding and route selection, two distinct signals
act on the guide wire. An offering signal is
applied to the guide wire of the calling circuit.
This signal then fans out stage by stage to the
registers and marks all free and accessible links
to the called subscriber’s circuit. Signal regen-
eration takes place in every matrix. Thus it is
possible to recognize immediately whether a
connection can be set up and which links are
available.

All free registers reached by the offering signal
pass it to the group marker, which selects one
register by means of a pick-out chain and seizes
it by applying an accepting signal to the guide
wire in a direction opposite to the offering sig-
nal. Through seizure of the register, a particular
switching matrix and its outlet in switching
stage F are also determined. The accepting sig-
nal causes this matrix to be connected to
centralized stage marker 1, whose electronic
pick-out chain tests all inlets and selects one
that has been marked by the offering signal.
The accepting signal is then transmitted to
switching stage E where it causes centralized
stage marker 1 to be connected again. The
same operations are repeated in every stage un-
til the called subscriber’s circuit is reached. A
definite route, made up of links marked avail-
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able, is thus established during the accepting
process.

Note that the accepting signal can establish a
route only if the offering signal has passed
through the entire switching network, thus in-
dicating that a connection is possible. Since the
offering signal acts as a pilot, marking only
free links, the connection cannot be blocked.
Figure 8 shows the spreading of an offering
fan. Obviously, the guide-wire method offers
not only a way to obtain exact information
quickly on whether a connection can be estab-
lished, but also permits flexible design of the
switching network. Another advantage is that
marker modifications are not required in the
event of system expansion or changes of the
grading arrangement, since the guide wire—
which is also jumpered in such cases—is pro-
vided with all information needed by the mark-
ing network.

3.2 INTERWORKING OF GROUPS

The system is designed to permit several simul-
taneous marking operations to take place in dif-
ferent groups. For example, marking may be in
progress from one of connection sets 4 (A4 reg-
ister) of the A1 group to the D1 group. At
the same time, another marking takes place
from the C1 group to a subscriber of the A1
group or a calling subscriber of the 41 group is
switched to a free register. This is possible
because the control units of the individual
groups have been subdivided into specialized
equipments, some of which are used only for in-
coming and others only for outgoing traffic.
Also, the guide-network group connector
switches only those parts of the guide network
that lead to the group switched in the marking
network. A collision of the fanned offering
signals produced by the different marking
operations is thus prevented. As several mark-
ing operations may take place simultaneously
in a large switching office, the markers do not
need the high operating speed they possess.
The route finding is entirely electronic and
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produces no interference of the type caused by
the switching of inductive loads.

The control units have also been equipped with
Herkon relays where their long life and high
switching speed could be used most effectively.
The mechanical separation of the many her-
metically sealed contacts increases their direct-
current isolation and reduces the effects of elec-
trical disturbances from neighboring circuits.

4. Reliability

It is impossible to produce technical equipment
possessing absolute operational reliability. A
certain—even if very low—percentage of com-

Quasi-Electronic Telephone Switching HE-60

ponents is bound to fail during equipment life,
or at least exceed the tolerance limits of one
characteristic. However, it is possible to restrict
both the number of failures and the degree to
which each failure affects the operation of the
system. This was a controlling reason for sepa-
rating the system into groups. However, a num-
ber of additional steps have been taken to in-
crease system reliability.

Assuming that short-time failures of up to 100
subscriber lines are tolerable, all control equip-
ments serving more than 100 lines were dupli-
cated. This means that the group marker, direc-
tional marker, centralized stage markers 1 and
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2, and the final stage marker have been dupli-
cated in every group. The class-of-service
translator is sufficiently decentralized to make
duplication unnecessary. The final markers and
originating-call barriers also have not been
duplicated as each of them is associated with
only 1 hundreds group. Furthermore, any fail-

ing unit can be repaired quickly and easily be-
cause of the use of plug-in modules.

The information paths between duplicated
equipments, as well as the access paths from
the switching network and the registers to the
marking network, also have been duplicated.

KEIN)

smmemae OFFERING SIGNAL
s ACCEPTING SIGNAL

o A5(2)
T K6IN)A K511/ KS(N)

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3
OFFERING-
e
REGENERATOR REGENERATOR
&
OFFERING-
SIGNAL
REGENERATOR
' OFFERING-
OFFERING" SIGNAL
REGENERATOR REGENERATOR
OFFERING-
SIGNAL
REGENERATOR| {
OFFERING T
O anaL SIGNAL K5(1)A
REGENERATOR REGENERATOR | !
A5(2)A4
R A
L, :
> 7 > > I ’ + Gl :
P
coe K6(1) I K6(1)A K5IN)A vl
O—' 'L —3 ,l
OFFERING I ADDRESS s PICK-0UT CHAIN
TREE Pttt M
D ‘

FINAL MARKER

CROSSPOINT TO BE l
SWITCHED

GROUP MARKER

Figure 8—Fanning out and acceptance of an offering signal.

252 ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION

Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Each of the centralized stage markers serves
half of the switching matrixes of the individual
stages. In case of a failure in this unit, parts
of the switching network thus become unusable.
The entire subscriber traffic is then handled by
the other centralized stage marker, though with
a higher loss probability.

The dialing information passed by the register
to the marking network, plus a number of sig-
nificant instructions and signals to be exchanged
in the marking network, are transmitted in the
form of self-checking codes. In addition, the
markers have been provided with comprehen-
sive monitoring test circuits. When a fault is
detected, the marker is blocked and an alarm
is initiated. The duplicated markers operate
alternately. If one blocks and sets off an alarm,
the other handles the entire traffic.

4.1 PatH TESTING IN THE SWITCHING
NETWORK

In switching networks designed as multistage
link systems and equipped with centralized con-
trol, it is extremely difficult (hence not ad-
visable) to provide the test points and counting
potentials for every link normally used for
routine testing. Therefore, no conventional pro-
visions have been made in the HE-60 system
for routine testing of the speech paths and the
metering leads. Instead, the group markers and
directional markers have been equipped with
path-testing devices that are much-more effec-
tive. During each marking process, they test
the links making up a speech path for external
potential (connection to other speech paths)
and proper counting potential for the destina-
tion (subscriber circuit or connection set D of
an outgoing trunk).

4.2 PatH TESTING IN THE MARKING
NETWORK

The dialing information as well as the majority
of control instructions and signals are protected
by a self-checking code. All other marking-
network wires used to transmit information or
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switching instructions are tested for proper
counting potential before the signal is trans-
mitted. When a fault is detected, the marking
process is stopped, the marker blocks, and an
alarm is actuated. The entire traffic is then han-
dled by the alternate marker over other infor-
mation paths.

4.3 ErRrROR DETECTION AND DATA MEMORY FOR
REcogNITION OF FAILURES

In centralized systems, the marking units are
busy for only a relatively short time with the
execution of marking operations. On comple-
tion of a marking operation, they are immedi-
ately available for the next operation. For this
reason, it is not possible to render any links
inactive for fault-localizing purposes, as in step-
by-step switching systems with individual
control.

In the HE-60 system, therefore, the markers
are designed to monitor their own operation
and to check codes, test paths, et cetera, so
that they have exact data available whenever a
failure occurs. It would be very expensive to
pinpoint the trouble in the switching network,
or in a particular specialized unit, by means of
automatic facilities. Therefore, a data memory
has been provided for recognition of failures.
This has a 120-word capacity (in 2-out-of-5
code) and works in conjunction with a tape
punch. Whenever a marker detects a fault, it
calls this data memory (thereby locking the
marker out from other seizures) and supplies
all information present in the groups involved
in the marking process (both in the switching
and marking networks). In this manner it is
possible to determine the originating group,
destination group, duplicated markers, activated
registers, matrixes of the individual stages as
well as their active inlets and outlets, and the
transmitted dialing information. All data are
then recorded on punched tape. When several
fault telegrams (presumably caused by the same
fault) have been received, the location of the
fault can be derived with a high degree of
probability from the information coincidence.
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For demonstration purposes, the stored infor-
mation is also displayed in the Stuttgart trial
office by means of lights and illuminated chang-
ing numerals.

4.4 Circuir MARGINS

Every component used has certain manufactur-
ing tolerances. Also, supply-voltage fluctuations
and ambient-temperature variations are un-
avoidable. With this knowledge, all circuits
have been designed to assure satisfactory per-
formance even under worst-case conditions.
When designing the circuits, the extreme ad-
missible values of electrical characteristics were
considered. Maximum voltage fluctuations and
temperatures, including the temperature rise
caused by heat dissipation in the equipment,
also were taken into account.

For supply voltages, — 36 =3 and + 24 =2
volts measured to ground have been chosen.
These unequal voltages are well suited for the
transistor circuits employed. Any leakage to
ground operates against only one of these volt-
ages, reducing the heat dissipated in the leakage
path. Both voltages in series provide 60 volts
for subscribers’ lines.

5. System Features

A detailed description of the HE-60 system
features would be beyond the scope of this
paper.

The Stuttgart trial office, the first application
of this system, is of course compatible with
the telephone network of the German Bundes-
post. It incorporates all standard features re-
quired by this administration’s specifications.
Since the signals on the incoming and outgoing
lines also comply with these specifications, it is
capable of interworking with other central
offices of the Stuttgart local network as well as
with the long-distance network.

For exchange of information with other offices,
direct-current signaling is used in the trial office
to meet the particular local conditions. When
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working in conjunction with offices designed
on the same principles, the HE-60 system will
use a multifrequency code. The system also
meets the following stringent requirements.

(A) Subscriber loop resistance = 1500 ohms.

(B) Subscriber line leakage (also to ground)
== 20 000 ohms.

(C) Protection of equipment if subscriber loop
touches a 220-volt power line.

(D) Subscriber lines must be operable with
inductive interference from 60-volt networks
operating at 162 and 50 hertz.

(E) Local junction lines must be operable with
inductive interference from 15-volt (statis-
tically 20-volt) networks operating at 163 and
50 hertz.

Of course, 2-party lines and in-dialing to pri-
vate automatic branch exchanges have been
provided for, and groups of private branch ex-
changes can be accommodated with no need for
consecutive numbering (within one 2000-line
group). The HE-60 system, being register con-
trolled, permits use of push-button stations
(Figure 9) working with multifrequency code
selection.

In the augmented-service group, additional
services, such as operator- or subscriber-con-
trolled switching to absentee and changed-
number services, announcement service, and
abbreviated dialing are being offered.

In addition, alternative-routing facility is pro-
vided for in the city network.

6. Mechanical Design

By using electronic components and Herkon
relays throughout, a compact design has been
achieved. The Standard Equipment Practice
for ITT Europe [3] was particularly helpful as
it permits good use of rack depth. Its high-
reliability connector is used for the printed-
circuit cards and plug-in units to the rack
wiring. By inserting -adapters between plug-in
units and racks, easy access is obtained to indi-

Volume 39, Number 2 - 1964

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

vidual components, subassemblies, and ter-
minals, even when the equipment is operating.

The plug-in units are arranged in 8 rows of 5
units each, in a rack approximately 60 centi-
meters (24 inches) wide and 235 centimeters
(92 inches) high. One rack thus accommodates
40 plug-in units. A frame in the middle of the
rack holds the main fuses, individual fuses,
push buttons, and connectors for test-equipment
access.

The racks are installed side by side. A total of
5 rows of racks have been installed in the
Stuttgart trial office, 2 of them uncovered for
demonstration purposes (Figure 10).

The 4-contact Herkon crosspoint elements are
mounted on strips in the frame with a number
of such strips making up a switching matrix
(Figure 11). The Herkon contacts have been
arranged in the operating coils so that both
vertical and horizontal wiring can be accom-
plished with bare wires. Multicontact Herkon
relays, combined on strips, are used as con-
nectors to the marking network. The electronic
components are mounted on printed-circuit
boards, a variety of which are accommodated
in the plug-in units.

Conventional soldering methods are used to
interconnect the components and printed-circuit
boards. Solderless wrapping technique has been
used for internal rack and installation connec-
tors, however, to gain experience in the German
Bundespost area with this technique.

7. Summary

The salient features of the H E-60 system follow.

(A) It is a quasi-electronic system using dry
reed contacts, which are the only moving parts.

(B) The speech path is switched through on
the space-division principle, using a multistage
link arrangement.

(C) The design of the switching network
assures high flexibility in case of system ex-
pansion, with regard to both the number of
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Figure 9—Push-button subscriber station.

Figure 10—Stuttgart trial office.

Figure 11—Switching matrix.

1964 255

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Quasi-Electronic Telephone Switching HE-60

subscribers served and the volume of traffic
handled.

(D) The guide-wire method for path selection
permits finding even the last path available
for a connection.

(E) The dialing pulses are stored in registers.

(F) The subscriber lines have been combined
into 2000-line groups ; one marking process may
take place in each group independently of all
other groups.

(G) Control is indirect and comprehensive,
and is independent of the selection stages.

(H) All centralized units, including the mark-
ers of the individual groups and the information
paths, have been duplicated for reliability.

(I) Comprehensive routing control is possible,
not only within a central office but also within
a local area, by providing registers and routing
translators. The effects of troubles in the cable
network can thus be minimized.

(J) Conventional existing central offices need
not be modified to work with the new system.

(K) Both dial-type and push-button subscriber
stations may be connected to the system.

(L) Only two voltages are used to supply
power: —36 and +24 volts. These voltages in
series (60 volts) are required in some units
merely for signal exchange with conventional
systems.

(M) Augmented service includes push-button
subscribers’ stations, abbreviated dialing to fre-
quently called subscribers, operator- or sub-
scriber-controlled switching to absentee and
changed-number services, announcement serv-
ices, et cetera.

(N) All equipment assemblies are designed as
plug-in units and the electronic components are
mounted on printed-circuit boards.

The equipments and circuit principles have
been thoroughly tested in the laboratory under
simulated field conditions. They are now under-
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going further stringent tests at the Stuttgart
trial office. The results of this trial will advance
the telephone switching art.

8. References

1. H. Oden, ‘“Aktuelle Probleme der Ver-
mittlungstechnik,” SEL-Nachrichten, volume
20, number 3, pages 125-138; 1962.

2. O. M. Hovgaard and G. E. Perreault, “De-
velopment of Reed Switches and Relays,” Bell
System Technical Journal, volume 34, number
2, pages 309-332; March 1955.

3. F. Beerbaum, J. Evans, and F. Leyssens,
“Standard Equipment Practice for ITT Eu-
rope,” Electrical Cowmwmunication, volume 39,
number 2, pages 199-211; 1964.

4. H. Rensch, “Magnetkreise von hermetische
abgeschlossenen Kontakten in Schutzgasatmos-
phare,” Nachrichtentechnische Zeitschrift, vol-
ume 12, number 12, pages 625-629; 1959. Also
in SEL-Nachrichten, volume 8, number 1,
pages 24-28; 1960.

5. R. Scheidig, “Herkonrelais 80, eine Relais-
reihe mit hermetische abgeschlossenen Kontak-
ten fiir gedruckte Schaltungen,” SEL-Nach-
richten, volume 7, number 1, pages 6-8; 1959.

6. H. Rensch and J. Bernutz, “Probleme bei
der Entwicklung von Schutzrohrkontakt-Relais
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9. Appendix: Establishment of Connections

9.1 CaLLING SuUBSCRIBER TO A REGISTER

When a subscriber lifts his handset, the closing
loop acts directly on the offering-signal regen-
erator of his switching matrix in stage 4. The
offering signal fans out from there across
switching stages B through F and the registers
to the A-group marker. The accepting signal
establishes a route with the aid of the central-
ized stage marker and the final stage marker,
seizing a register and a connection set 4 in the
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process. On reaching switching stage A, the
address of the calling subscriber is given to
the class-of-service translator, thus enabling
it to furnish all data on this subscriber to
the group marker. Any changeovers required
in connection set A4 (which has just been
seized) can be carried out in this way before
completion of the marking, and information can
be transmitted to the register for storage dur-
ing the ensuing establishment of connection.
The register transmits dial tone to the calling
subscriber to indicate that it is ready to
receive dialing information.

9.2 ConNEcTION SET A TO CALLED
SUBSCRIBER

On receiving the wanted number from the call-
ing subscriber (and storing all digits in 2-out-
of-5 code), the register calls the directional
marker. A pick-out chain ensures that only one
marking, from one register, is carried out at a
time. The dialing information passes in parallel
code form to the directional marker and from
there to the routing translator. Here, a gate
circuit associated with the particular input in-
formation is actuated. It supplies a specific
information line containing additional control
instructions (group, outgoing trunk group, al-
ternative trunk groups available, et cetera) for
the directional marker. The routing translator
is then released and, with the aid of the infor-
mation obtained, a signal is transmitted by the
directional marker to the group marker of the
destination group. A pick-out chain in the
group marker actuates the group connector, so
that the marking network is now linked from
the directional marker via the group connector
to the group marker for the duration of a mark-
ing process. The required parts of the calling
number are transmitted—again in parallel code
form—nby the directional marker of the origi-
nating group to the group marker of the desti-
nation group, which thereupon effects through-
connection to the desired hundreds group. The
units and tens information causes a Herkon
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relay tree in the final marker of the hundreds
group to connect through, thus giving access to
the wanted subscriber via the marking net-
work. The group marker is now able to test
the trunk for busy or free condition and to
apply the offering signal.

To assure that an unambiguous route is estab-
lished to the wanted subscriber, the originating-
call barriers of the entire destination group are
activated for the duration of the marking
process, to prevent call origination. The guide-
network changeover circuit has been set earlier
by the group marker so that the offering signal
fans out from the subscriber circuit of the called
subscriber via switching stages 4 through D,
connection sets B, and the intermediate distrib-
uting frame until it reaches the first directional
grid of the originating group. On the output
side of stage H of the first directional grid, the
guide wires pass through the guide-network
group connector where, controlled by the posi-
tion of the group connector of the originating
group, only the wires leading to the destination
group are switched through.

In this way, the offering signal can be trans-
mitted to connection sets 4 of the originating
group (and only to this group) via switching
stages H and G. It can return from there via
a switched lead of the register-finder grid to the
register and into the marking network, where
it is immediately clear whether a connection
with the called subscriber can be set up. From
the marking network, an accepting signal is
transmitted via the register and the register-
finder grid to connection set 4, thereby initiat-
ing route finding beginning with the stage-G
input. In the originating group, centralized
stage marker 2 of the first directional grid is
actuated; in the destination group (beginning
with stage D) centralized stage marker 1 and
the final stage marker are actuated. When the
called subscriber is reached, the marking
process is terminated and the connection be-
tween the originating and the destination group
is cancelled through release of the group con-
nector.
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As access to the class-of-service translator had
been obtained (by the final marker supplying
the address) before the route-finding process
commenced, all information preventing the es-
tablishment of a connection is available in the
group marker in case of need (for example,
blocking) and can be passed to the directional
marker of the originating group. The direc-
tional marker, on release of the marking net-
work to the destination group, may then send
a new inquiry to the routing translator and set
up a connection to another group (for example,
D group) and to announcement services.

9.3 ConNECTION SET A 10 OUTGOING TRUNK

If the routing translator, on transmission of
the dialing information from the register to the
directional marker, indicates that the required
connection is to another central office or to
the long-distance area, the directional marker
calls the marker of the D group associated with
the outgoing trunk group. This group marker
ensures l-at-a-time operation by means of a
pick-out chain and effects through-connection
of the group connector of the originating group.
The address of the outgoing trunk group, re-
ceived from the routing translator, is trans-
mitted via group marker D to the guide-net-
work trunk connector and is passed from there
to all connection sets D of the wanted trunk
group. All connection sets D having free trunks
now apply an offering signal to the guide wire.
Depending on the system arrangement, the of-
fering signal fans out either over the third,
second, and first directional grids; over the
second and first directional grids; or only over
the first directional grid. It returns to the
marker via connection set 4, the register-finder
grid, and the register. Here too, route finding
begins in stage G of the first directional grid of
the originating group and is controlled by cen-
tralized stage marker 2. Depending on the loca-
tion of connection set D, it terminates at the
last stage of the first directional grid (stage H),
of the second directional grid (stage K), or
of the third directional grid (stage M).
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If group marker D recognizes that no trunk in
the required direction is free or that no route
is available to a free trunk because of the
switching-network structure (this is recog-
nized by no offering signal returning), it trans-
mits this information to the directional marker
of the originating group. The directional marker
thereupon obtains from the routing translator
an alternative trunk group, if provided, that can
now be used. In this manner, routing control is
possible in the system and one or more overflow
lines can be provided; the alternative routes
are not required to be associated with the same
D group.

9.4 ConnNEcTION SET C TO C REGISTER

If a line from another central office to a con-
nection set C is seized, this connection set trans-
mits offering signals to group marker C via
the register-finder grid and the available regis-
ters. The pick-out chain of the group marker
selects one of the registers and a route to con-
nection set C is selected and switched through
with the aid of centralized stage marker 1.

9.5 ConNEcTION SET C TO CALLED SUB-
SCRIBER OR OUTGOING TRUNK

On receiving the dialed number, the C register
calls the directional marker, which transmits
the stored dialing information to the routing
selector. The routing translator then supplies
the register with directional control informa-
tion. When the destination group (which may
be either an A4 group or a C group) is reached,
marking operations and route finding proceed
as described in Sections 9.2 and 9.3.

Hilmar Schénemeyer was born in 1920 at
Buchfart, Thiiringen, Germany. From 1939 to
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1941, he studied at the engineering school of
Bingen am Rhein. In 1947, he graduated as

Quasi-Electronic Telephone Switching HE-60

In 1947, he joined Standard Elektrik Lorenz
as a switching engineer.

an electrical engineer from Staatliche In- Mr. Schénemeyer is now head of a laboratory

genieurschule in Esslingen am Neckar.
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for quasi-electronic telephone exchanges.
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Harmonic Absorbing Filters in Waveguide

J. PAINE
H. S. V. REEVES

Standard Telephones and Cables Limited; St. Mary Cray, Kent, England

1. Introduction

A local-oscillator frequency f;, is used to beat
with the received signal frequency f, at the in-
put mixer of a microwave radio link, to produce
the intermediate frequency (for example, 70
megahertz).

However, additional modulation products
wf, £ nfy, result from mechanisms that are well
known [1], one of which (f,+ fo, the sum
frequency) has been found undesirable. Since
the sum frequency is far outside the frequency
band for which the input mixer is designed, the
latter probably will have a large reflection co-
efficient at this frequency. In addition, the
waveguide will be overmoded. Therefore a
cavity is formed between the input waveguide
filter and the input mixer (see Figure 1). The
cavity, which may have a high Q factor, has
been found to be resonant in certain cases.

This increases the group delay distortion since
fr + fio remodulates with 2f;, to give the inter-
mediate frequency.

Conventional designs of waveguide band-pass
filters have unwanted pass bands in the range
fr + fio. These are created by the cavities be-
coming resonant (for example, 3 half wave-
lengths long at the fundamental TE,, mode)
and also by passing other modes directly. Thus
the sum frequency has also been found to be
resonant between other waveguide components
on the aerial side of the band-pass filter.

It has been determined empirically that for

BAND-PASS FILTER “
INTER-
N\ MEDI ATE-
£ { | FREQUENCY
F’ROM AMPLIFIER
AERIAL /' I_
INPUT MIXER
o
FROM LOCAL
OSCILLATOR

Figure 1—Input waveguide assembly of
microwave receiver.
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sum-frequency resonance between the input
mixer and band-pass filter, dissipation of 1
decibel is enough to reduce the resulting group-
delay distortion adequately.

For resonance occurring on the aerial side of
the band-pass filter, the absorbing means adja-
cent to the mixer is not within the resonant
cavity. It thus offers a return loss of just twice
its dissipation, and in practice a sum-frequency
loss of about 30 decibels is required. The re-
quired absorbing means must be non-reflecting
at the sum frequency, as it may itself resonate
with the input mixer.

It may be argued that such cases of resonance
are statistically unlikely for a given set of
frequencies. However, on a microwave radio
link of 4 two-way super-high-frequency chan-
nels, there are 8 possibilities of such resonance
at each repeater station. Thus a filter is re-
quired to pass f, and f, individually with a low
reflection coefficient and negligible loss, whilst
absorbing f, 4 f;, with low reflection coefficient.

Another requirement for harmonic absorption
occurs in radio links if transmitters and receiv-
ers are connected to a common unipolar aerial.
In the International Consulting Committee on
Radio frequency plan for 4000-megahertz sys-
tems, the frequency separation between adja-
cent transmitters and receivers of the same
polarization is 97 megahertz, which results in
a 27-megahertz difference between the trans-
mitter and the local oscillator of the adjacent
receiver. Consequently the third-harmonic out-
put of the traveling-wave amplifier can mix
with the third harmonic of the local oscillator to
produce a spurious intermediate frequency of
81 megahertz in the receiver. System measure-
ments indicated that an additional 50-decibel
suppression of the transmitter third harmonic
was required.

2. Sum-Frequency Absorbing Filter in
Rectangular Waveguide

The main waveguide AB in Figure 2 must be
chosen so that TE,, and TE,, are the only
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waveguide modes that can propagate at the sum
frequency. This waveguide must therefore have
an aspect ratio (ratio of width to height) of at
least 3. If the entire waveguide structure is
symmetrical about the centre line XX, and if
the receive mixer is similarly symmetrical and
of the same waveguide size, the TE,, mode
will not be generated. All energy at the sum

frequency will propagate in the fundamental
TE,, mode.

A screw 1 is inserted on axis XX and tuned at
the sum frequency to be resonant as a band-stop
filter (short circuit across the waveguide). By
proper choice of screw diameter, the Q factor
of the resulting frequency characteristic can be
optimized so that the reflection coefficient at the
fundamental frequency f, is small.

On each side of screw 1, spaced by a half wave-
length at the sum frequency, are rectangular
transverse slots 5 designed to resonate as a
band-pass filter. The Q factor of these slots is

Harmonic Absorbing Filters in Waveguide

made relatively low to suit the complete range
of the sum frequency, although again offering
only a small reflection at f,.

Waveguide terminations T are mounted on
these transverse slots. These terminations are
made with narrower waveguide than 4B so
that their cut-off frequency lies between f, and
the sum frequency.

Thus all the reflected energy from screw 1 at
the sum frequency couples into the termination
nearest the source. The screws 2 are adjusted
so that, with screws 4 removed, a match is
obtained at the sum frequency, viewed from end
A. Screws 3 are similarly adjusted for correct
match, viewed from end B. Hence screws 2 and
3 permit this filter to be used over a consider-
able range of sum frequencies, by compensating
for the spacing of the slots from screw 1, for
the resonant frequency of the slots, and for the
reflectivity of the absorbing dust core.
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Figure 2—Sum-frequency-absorbing filter in rectangular waveguide.
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The final attenuation obtained at the sum fre-
quency consists of the energy coupled directly
into the terminations, that reflected into the
terminations by screw 1, and that absorbed by
screw 1.

There are sundry small mismatches at f, be-
cause of reflections from the slots and screw 1.
These are cancelled across the band f, to fi, by
adjusting screws 4. There is negligible dissipa-
tion at f, as the terminated waveguides do not
propagate.

The final filter will present a match at the sum
frequency, looking into end B but not into end
A. Therefore, end B is connected to the receive
mixer. In a filter using size-124 waveguide
with size-14 waveguide terminations, the sum-
frequency loss within a 100-megahertz band at
8000 megahertz was about 30 decibels.

When greater loss is required, an extra section
(shown in Figure 2) may be added to obtain an
extra 20 to 30 decibels. A loss of 50 decibels
has been achieved within a 100-megahertz
band. To accomplish this, screw 6, identical to
screw I and similarly resonant at the sum fre-
quency, is positioned to cancel the reflection of
screw 1 in the pass band at f,. Another termina-
tion is added so that the entire filter can be
matched at the sum frequency, viewed from

end C.

The filter is suitable for absorbing any fre-
quency near 2f, where f is the fundamental
frequency to be passed with negligible loss.

3. Absorbing Filter in Ridged Waveguide

If higher frequencies than f, 4 f;, must be ab-
sorbed, or if the basic waveguide used allows
higher-order modes than TE,, and TE,;, to
propagate, the filter can be built in ridged
waveguide.

If the main waveguide 4B in Figure 2 were
ridged [2], its dimensions could be chosen so
that only the fundamental TE,, mode could
propagate at 3f. The filter shown in Figure 3 is
designed to absorb 3f.

In this design, where f, was in the band from
3600 to 4200 megahertz, the cut-off frequency
fe for mode TE,, was chosen to be 2950 mega-
hertz. Size-16 waveguide was used for both the
ridged waveguide and the terminations. The
ridged waveguide, dimensioned in Figure 3, has
a cut-off frequency of 13790 megahertz for
mode TE,,. There were no standard-size ridged
waveguides of similar mode cut-off ratio.

Except for the ridge, the basic design is the
same as in the previous filter. The resonant
screw 1. (short circuit at 3f) would be ex-
tremely critical to tune if placed symmetrically

0-340 INCH
16 WAVEGUIDE — (8636 MILLI-
X X 0-900 X 0-400 INCH METRES)
Yt {22:86 X 10:16 MILLIMETRES)
| | \
= q1B = ~ = el 1| [
I Sp—— | ::—'::T_‘@@@L/;%Q‘ | ! T A ;,\1g6_ :T_:—_:]'S- I N B ¢ S
———H =g K< ¥ H— ——-@ T % —_——— —+ # W —
([ e ———Teees AR e B
- -k
ek /52
il ~=
ZLAT 3¢ SECTION YY 53
2 3 5Q
D - e ’1%—4 1 1 E{_ ,_“,_ﬁ'm £ (o] ﬁ
- = =—— 3
Z . = N H M L-y -,__.-—__c-_ e

(Ll

e st mteann e

il

PARTIAL SECTION XX

Figure 3—Absorbing filter in ridged waveguide.
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opposite the ridge. It becomes easy to adjust
when placed to the side of the ridge as shown,
and its Q factor, which increases with its dis-
tance from the ridge, may be conveniently
chosen.

Resonant slots 5 couple the energy to be ab-
sorbed into the terminations, as before. These
have been placed parallel to the ridged wave-
guide for convenience. Again, the waveguide
termination must have its TE,, mode cut-off
frequency higher than f. A match at 3f is ob-
tained from each end by using screws 2 and 3.

Since this filter must be mated with standard
rectangular waveguide in most applications,
some form of transformer is needed. Conven-
tional step transformers [3] are costly and
difficult to make. The essential requirement is
to have a match at f and the transition need
not be a match at 3f, as this is the frequency
to be suppressed. The reflection loss of the
transition adds to the absorption loss. Reflec-
tion loss, however, is a function of the source
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Figure 4—Transition between ridged and
rectangular waveguides.
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and load impedances of the final circuit em-
ployed, and thus is variable.

Figure 4 shows the coupling means. A probe
P is used to couple directly from the rectangu-
lar to the ridged waveguide. The probe is
soldered to the centre of the ridge. This design
is similar to that used by Mumford [4], except
that his design couples to coaxial line. A reflec-
tion coefficient of less than 5 per cent is easily
achieved within a 15-per-cent band at fre-

quency f.

In the over-all filter (with a transition on each
end) the screws 4 are used to give a final
match at f,, compensating for the excess reflec-
tions of the transition, slots 5, and screw 1.

Additional transitions are required to permit
the use of conventional waveguide test gear
for measurements at 3f. Stepped ridged transi-
tions [3] are used to connect the size-16
rectangular to size-16 ridged waveguide.

Using a single resonant screw I (Figure 3), a
loss of 50 decibels may be achieved at 12 000
megahertz. If greater loss is required it may be
obtained by adding an extra resonant screw 1’
on the opposite side of the ridge, spaced by
3A,/4 from screw 1 to avoid proximity effects.
Both screws are resonated together for a
maximum transmission loss of the order of
90 decibels (see Figure 5). The losses shown
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FREQUENCY IN MEGAHERTZ (0=I2000 MEGAHERT Z)

Figure 5—Transmission loss of absorption filter ad-

justed for maximum attenuation at 12 000 megahertz

(3f). Curve A4 is for ridged waveguide using screw 1

and curve B for ridged waveguide using screws 1 and

7'. The loss at 4000 megahertz (fundamental f) was

0-15 decibel for the same filter, including probe
transformers.
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are obtained using the size-16 waveguide transi-
tions. As previously mentioned, there will be
additional reflection loss when probe transitions
from size 16 to size 124 are connected.

The loss of the composite filter at 4000 mega-
hertz is 0-15 decibel. One filter assembly can be
tuned to absorb any frequency in the band from
10 800 to 12 600 megahertz. The ridged-wave-
guide filter may be used for sum-frequency ab-
sorption if the input mixer is made in ridged
waveguide.

A single ridged-to-rectangular waveguide tran-
sition would be used on the aerial side of the
filter.

4. Comparison With Low-Pass Filters

If conventional low-pass filters are employed in
coaxial lines, suppression is achieved by reflect-
ing the energy. They work fine if the source and
load are matched, but in many applications this
is not the case. For example, when the third
harmonic is to be absorbed in a waveguide sys-
tem passing frequency f, spurious troughs oc-
cur in the stop-band characteristic that may be
well below the desired stop-band loss. It is often
difficult to guarantee that such a trough does
not occur at the precise frequency (3f) to be
suppressed.

In addition, the coaxial low-pass filter must be
made small in diameter to prevent further
“holes” caused by waveguide modes. This re-
sults in higher attenuation at the pass-band
frequency f.

These disadvantages are overcome by using the
ridged-waveguide absorption filter.

5. Conclusions

The absorbing filters described are most suit-
able for use where specific super-high-frequency
harmonics must be suppressed with negligible
effect at the fundamental.

Their principal advantage is to guarantee a
given suppression even between large mis-
matches in overmoded waveguide.
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Evolution of Telephone, Telegraph, and Telex Traffic*

E M. DELORAINE

Laboratoire Central de Télécommunications; Paris, France

1. Introduction

The present and future status of telephone,
telegraph, and telex world traffic, particularly
intercontinental service, depends mainly on the
decisions of government or private administra-
tions responsible for operation of the tele-
communication networks. We have therefore
analyzed the information in our possession and
complemented it, in several cases, by informa-
tion kindly supplied by these organizations.

Administrations in charge of the telecommuni-
cation services must plan, often years in ad-
vance, network modifications and extensions to
handle future traffic without protracted over-
loading of facilities. This long-range planning
can prevent loss of revenue to the communica-
tion system and facilitate economic development
of the country.

It is therefore vital to foresee the evolution of
different forms of traffic in the next 10 or 20
years. This may be done by study of the de-
mand, by comparison with related activities, or
by extrapolation of the past evolution.

Study of the demand involves numerous tech-
nical, economic, and political factors. Telford
and Isted [1] have compared the evolution in
the United Kingdom of intercontinental tele-
phone traffic with that of railroad and air traffic.
By shifting the time scale, similarity appears in
their evolution curves for periods of a few
years. Extrapolation of this similarity must be
done with caution, because the factors coming
into play can occur at different times or have
very-different effects.

Brinkley [2] presented in 1961 an estimate of
the number and layout of the circuits necessary
to handle the intercontinental traffic from
Europe and the United States.

It is certain that each operating administration
has used one or more of the preceding methods

* Prepared at the request of the International Institute
of Communications and presented at its 11th meeting
in Genoa, Italy, from 6 to 12 October 1963.
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to estimate future needs. These results gen-
erally are not known to us. In this paper, we
study the past evolution of the different kinds
of traffic and extract the maximum informa-
tion to determine future evolution. In each case,
we have extrapolated from the last 10 or 12
years of the evolution curve.

The first consequence of this method is that we
neglect the stimulation of phenomena such as
the introduction of wide-band transoceanic
cables, future artificial satellites, and even new
types of traffic, tariff reductions, and better
service.

The extrapolation assumes that the expected
evolution will correspond to the past evolution
for the same phase of economic and social ex-
pansion. Economists distinguish 4 phases in the
lifetime of a product; a rather-short first phase
called the launching period, a second (develop-
ment) phase with linear or exponential growth
of variable duration, a third (nearly stationary)
phase corresponding to saturation of the mar-
ket, and a fourth phase of decline during which
replacement products appear that are better
adapted to the needs.

We shall see that telephone traffic is in the
second phase and is likely to remain there for
a long time. Telegraph traffic is in the third or
fourth phase, while telex traffic is beginning the
second phase.

2. Statistical Data

The available telecommunication data concern
either the actual traffic, the number of tele-
phone sets, or the number of circuits. The latter
quantities depend directly on network exten-
sion, the technical solutions adopted, and the
financial means used ; furthermore, the circuits
can have very-different rates of occupation and
therefore the data concerning circuits are not
accurate indexes of the evolution of telephone,
telegraph, or telex traffic.

It is possible to obtain precise traffic data from
most of the large operating organizations.
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Figure 1—Telephone development in France [3].

However, these data are difficult to group and
interpret as a whole, because they are pre-
sented in different forms. For example, tele-
phone data may consist of the number of con-
versations, communication units, charged
minutes, or metered pulses. Telegraph data may
consist of the number of messages or words,
while telex data may include the number of
messages, charged minutes, or metered pulses.

This study is limited to estimating the future
growth rates of internal, international, and
intercontinental traffic in the telephone, tele-
graph, and telex fields. We propose to deter-
mine average rates by category of traffic rather
than by geographical distribution of circuits.

3. Phenomena Influencing Traffic Evolution

Numerous causes can influence the telecom-
munication development curves sufficiently to
mask the normal growth for several years, dur-
ing which any extrapolation would be meaning-
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the normal development as if the cause had
never existed. The result is a reversible effect.
On the other hand, the causes of stimulation are
almost-always followed by irreversible effects
and therefore modify the character of the aver-
age evolution curve.

The most-important phenomena that can in-
fluence the evolution of traffic are the following.

(A) Economic. National or international eco-
nomic crisis or an increase in price of communi-
cations or subscriptions causes an appreciable
decrease in traffic, but the corresponding altera-
tion of the average growth curve is generally
momentary (see Figures 1 and 2).

(B) Political. Local and world conflicts entail
a decrease in traffic for the duration of the con-
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flict, followed by a rapid recovery to the normal
evolution (see Figures 1 and 3).

(C) Meteorological. Evolution curves of the
intercontinental telephone traffic show a marked
decrease in the number of communications dur-
ing periods of abnormal solar activity.

(D) Technical. An appreciable improvement
in circuit quality generally results in an increase
in traffic, plus an increase in the average dura-
tion of telephone communications. This was
demonstrated after the introduction of trans-
atlantic submarine telephone cables. Technical
progress often permits cost reduction, especially
when many circuits are grouped on the same
facility. An example is the introduction of
coaxial cables. Also, the number of calls is
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highly influenced when the called subscriber
can be reached easily, for instance by direct
dialing.

3.1 REcIprOCAL INFLUENCES

The rapid growth in telephone traffic and the
relatively recent introduction of telex service
have slowed the development of telegraph serv-
ice until it is approximately stationary or declin-
ing everywhere.

We must also consider the influence of new
forms of information exchange, particularly the
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Figure 5—Evolution of telephone traffic in the
United Kingdom.

transmission of numerical data as a result of
the increasing use of large computers and the
use of wide frequency bands for intercontinental
television transmission. This new traffic will
probably have an exceptionally high growth
rate if, as foreseen, the rapid exchanges of data
entail great economic advantages.

4. Evolution of Telephone-Line Density

The evolution of telephone-line density (num-
ber of lines per 100 inhabitants) was studied
by Bogaerts [3] for numerous countries. He
shows that the density of a given country’s
telephone lines is approximately an exponential
function of time. That is, the average annual
increase of density is a constant, independent
of time and applicable to all countries with one
or two exceptions. This increase approximates
5 percent annually.

Figure 4 illustrates the conclusion of the
Bogaerts study. By shifting the time scale, it
is possible to superimpose the curves of dif-
ferent countries on a single exponential curve.
This confirms that the annual increase of
line density is constant for all countries.

This study raises the question whether, by
analogy, the increase of international or inter-
continental traffic follows an exponential law.
We shall see that this hypothesis is amply
verified.

5. Evolution of Telephone Traffic

To show the differences in growth among
various categories of traffic, we have plotted
evolution curves of the internal, international,
continental, and intercontinental telephone traf-
fic of the past 10 years for the United King-
dom, France, United States, West Germany,
The Netherlands, and Italy.

5.1. UniTtEp KINGDOM

Figure 5 shows the evolution of local, toll,
continental, and intercontinental traffic in num-
ber of calls per year [4-6]. The influence of
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sunspots from 1952 to 1955 is seen on the curve
of intercontinental traffic, also the favorable
effect from placing the transatlantic repeatered
cable TAT 1 in service, an effect that partially
overlaps the effect of the sunspots. Plotting
traffic by cable and by radio links separately
shows that the latter has decreased since 1955
to the benefit of the submarine cable.

Two conclusions can be drawn from examina-
tion of these curves.

(A) The curves plotted in semilogarithmic co-
ordinates are. . approximately straight lines,
which means that the increase in telephone
traffic is exponential (annual growth rate is
constant).

(B) The slope of the straight lines is steeper
(annual growth rate is higher) when the desti-
nation of the traffic is farther away. Average
annual growth rates are given in Table 1. The

TABLE 1

AVERAGE ANNUAL TELEPHONE GROWTH RATES
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Traffic Growth Rate in Percent
Local 3.7
Toll 6.7
European International 10.3
Intercontinental 13
TAT I Cable 13.6

fact that the curves can be assimilated to
straight lines simplifies the extrapolation
(broken lines for future development in Figure

5).

5.2 FRANCE

Figure 6 shows that telephone traffic is increas-
ing faster in France than in the United King-
dom. This is explained by France’s lag in
telephone density (10 sets per 100 inhabitants
against 16 sets per 100 inhabitants in the
United Kingdom) and also by the fact that
traffic is expressed in units of taxation, which
involves distance and duration of the calls.

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION
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The internal traffic is expressed in metered
pulses, the international traffic in 3-minute
units of communication, and the traffic toward
Algeria, the United States, and Canada in num-
ber of charged minutes. The use of metered
pulses for both local and toll traffic prevents
separating the number of calls for each serv-
ice from the total.

The figures were taken from [7] and were
completed by courtesy of the Direction Géné-
rale des Télécommunications. We again find—
although less clearly for intercontinental traffic
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Figure 6—Evolution of telephone traffic in France.
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—approximately rectilinear graphs correspond-
ing to an exponential growth.

The traffic between France and Algeria from
1955 through 1959 shows rapid growth because
the Grasse-Bugeaud radio beam was placed in
service in July 1956 and the Marseilles-Algiers
submarine cable in December 1957. Slackening
appears in following years for obvious political
reasons and is not quite counterbalanced by
placing in service the Perpignan-Oran cable in
February 1962,

On the curve of traffic between France and the
United States, a sharp rise reflects cut-over of
the TAT 2 cable in September 1959 and, 1
year later, equipment making it possible to
double the number of conversations on this
cable.

The average annual growth rates for the vari-
ous categories of traffic are given in Table 2.

TABLE 2

AVERAGE ANNUAL TELEPHONE GROWTH
RATES IN FRANCE

10'2g
6 Traffic Growth Rate in Percent
a .
Internal 8.1
2 International-Continental 13.5
A Intercontinental 20.6
o . France and United States 24.5
8 - France and Canada 30.5
& LOCAL
4
> As in the United Kingdom, intercontinental
g traffic increases faster than international traffic,
= IO“; which increases faster than internal traffic.
g & —|=
a4 a =
3 P =mui 5.3 UNITED STATES
(&) i -
5 2 LONG DISTANCE Figure 7 illustrates the evolution of United
B Te States local, long-distance, and intercontinental
w .
o g trafficc. The latter includes that between the
2 a4 United States and South America [1, §, 9].
=z 2 The curves are almost straight lines. Interconti-
2 . nental traffic seems to increase more rapidly
Lo 8 and more regularly since 1955. This corre-
£ 6 sponds to the end of the period of unfavorable
4 solar activity and to the appearance of two
» transatlantic cables in 1956 and 1959.
” 7 Table 3 gives the average annual growth rates
105 1 for the United States.
i INTERCONTINENTAL 4~ Table 4 gives the 1962 distribution of the 5
‘ million intercontinental calls originating from
2 or destined for the United States [10].
- d
102 - The intercontinental traffic of the United States,
1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 . .
YEARS excepting that with Europe, represents about
Figure 7—Evolution of telephone traffic in the 50 percent of the world intercontinental traffic.
United States. Traffic between Western Europe and North
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TABLE 3

AVERAGE ANNUAL TELEPHONE GROWTH RATES
IN UNITED STATES

Traffic Growth Rate in Percent
Local 5.3
Long Distance 5.
Intercontinental 16.1
TABLE 4

DiISTRIBUTION OF INTERCONTINENTAL CALLs To
AND FroM UNITED STATES

Area Calls in Millions (Percent)
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico,
and Virgin Islands 1.8 (36)
Europe 1.5 (30)
South America 1.4 (28)
Pacific 0.3 (6)

America represents about 25 percent of the
world intercontinental traffic. Moreover, this
corresponds very closely to the ratios of the
telephone sets in the United States, Western
Europe, and the rest of the world.

5.4 ProBaBLE EvoLuTIiON

Figure 8 shows the evolution curves for inter-
nal, international, and intercontinental tele-
phone traffic of the 6 countries studied, within
the limits of information at our disposal and
of that kindly provided by the Italian Post
Office.

These curves were plotted in semilogarithmic
coordinates and in arbitrary units. All traffic
values have been divided by the corresponding
1961 values, to make the general extrapolation
easier and to show the similarity of the growth
rates.

We see that for a given category of traffic,
growth is on the same order of magnitude for
all the countries. We can therefore extrapolate
a straight line giving the average increase in
each category of traffic, a line sandwiched by 2

ELECTRICAL COMMUNICATION -+ Volume 39, Number 2
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straight lines estimating the maximum and
minimum increases.

Using this extrapolation method, Table 5 gives
the foreseeable growth rates for internal, inter-
national, and intercontinental telephone traffic,

TABLE 5

TELEPHONE GROWTH RATEs* AND GROWTH FACTORS
FOR THE 6 COUNTRIES IN FIGURE 8

Growth Factor
Annual Growth
Traffic Rate in Percentt
10 Yearst 20 Yearst
Internal 4 6;9 1.4; 1.8; 2.5|2.1; 3.4; 6.2
International 10; 13; 19 2.6;3.3;5.9|6.6; 11; 35
Intercontinental 12;17; 20 3.3;4.6;6 |[11;21;36

* These growth rates should be compared with those given in
[1], whose authors foresee an increase in intercontinental tele-
phone traffic of 17 to 26 percent annually. In his testimony
before the United States Federal Communications Commission,
C. M. Mapes [8] estimates this growth rate at about 18 percent
annually.

1 Mintmum; average; maximum.
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Figure 8—Evolution of telephone traffic for 6 selected
countries. 1961 is the base year.
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Figure 9—Evolution of telegraph traffic for 6 selected
countries (excluding telex). 1961 is the base year.

plus the growth factors (ratio of future traffic
to present traffic) for 10 and 20 years. We did
not take into account the factors of stimulation
already discussed.

6. Evolution of Telegraph Traffic

Even though telegraph traffic generally has
shown no further increase for several years,
there still remain numerous regions poorly
served by telephone cables or telex circuits,
where a significant increase in telegraph traffic
is foreseen. Forecasts of the Comité Consultatif
International Télégraphique et Téléphonique
show an annual average increase for Asia of
about 3 percent (between 2 and 6 percent).

Figure 9 shows the evolution curves for in-
ternal, international, and intercontinental tele-
graph traffic in semilogarithmic coordinates. All
traffic values have been divided by the corre-
sponding 1961 values to facilitate the compari-
son among the countries studied. The probable
evolution through 1970 is also shown by extra-
polation. Table 6 gives the foreseeable growth
rates for internal, international, and intercon-
tinental telegraph traffic, plus their 10-year
growth factors.

The intercontinental traffic of the United

107
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