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Premiere Issue of the New MT!

' MT Merges With
NI RING International Radio!

Now bringing you the
full-spectrum utilities

coverage of MT plus the
— A A WA S - e shortwave broadcasting
thrust of IR/
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" British Broadcasting's
Ma rga ret Howard =

Gone, but not forgotten (Story on Page 8)
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Also:

e Radio Canada Cancels

North American Service
What you can do to get it back! Page 4

e World Harvest Radio

The people & equipment that make it work.
Page 12

e Worldwide Utilities and
Broadcasting Coverage!
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NOW HEAR THIS

@Y TEN-TEC RX3Z5

N
e

PHONES " : AR
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WIDE OFF

VOLUME FLTR NBE AGC

TEN-TEC’S NEW RX-325 SHORT WAVE RECEIVER

TEN-TEC, America’s premier producer of high quality amateur radio equipment, now brings the ultimate in design to short
wave listening.

With continuous frequency coverage from 100 kHz to 30 MHz the RX-325 receives short wave, medium wave, and long wave
frequencies, and detects AM, SSB, and CW signals.

The latest advances in low-noise circuitry, quality ceramic filters, phase-locked loop technology and microprocessor controls
insure high sensitivity and freedom from adjacent channel interference. The RF stage employs a low noise bi-polar ampiifier for
excellent sensitivity and a diode quad first mixer for improved dynamic range.

Although this new receiver is highly sophisticated, all controls are user-friendly. Favorite frequencies, such as BBC, VOA, WWV
plus local AM stations, are easily stored in a 25 memory bank for recall at the touch of a button. Memories not only store the
frequencies, but the modes and the tuning rates. The tuning knob allows you to change tuning speed automatically — in 100 Hz,
500 Hz, 1kHz or 5kHz steps.

The TEN-TEC RX-325 combines ultimate performance and ease of operation for a lifetime of listening pleasure.

Consider these features. We think you'll agree the RX- ® RF attenuator.
325 incorporates every worthwhile feature for maximum ® Programmable band scan and memory scan.
short wave listening pleasure. ® Two built-in ceramic i-f filters.
® Keyboard or tuning knob frequency entry. ® Hi and Lo impedence antenna terminals.
® 25 high capacity memories. ® Switchable AGC, built-in speaker.

. ® Mode switches select AM, LSB (cw), or USB (cw). Audio output is 2 watts at 10% distortion.

® Blue vacuum fluorescent display. Striking high-tech appearance finished in black

® “S" Meter with SINPO S-scale. ) Durable, high quality epoxy-glass circuit boards.

® Built-in quartz digital clock with timer. 3 Dimensions (HWD) 3%" x 9%" x 7". Weight 5 Ibs. 5 oz.
® Communications type noise blanker. 115 VAC adapter included, also 13.8 VDC capability.

Introductory factory price $549. See your TEN-TEC dealer or write

CIRCLE 68 ON READER SERVICE CARD
/ TEN-TEC,Ix.
1 . SEVIERVILLE, TENNESSEE 37882
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Well, we've finally done it; after
months of our frantic preparation,
you are now reading the largest, most

comprehensive and authoritative
publication dedicated to monitoring
the radio spectrum.

Over the last five years of its

A publication, Monitoring Times has

emerged from an eight page fledgling
to a sixty page world-class contender!
During those five formative

4 years, MT earned respect for its
.| objective
{ equipment

authoritative
reviews and accurate
information. It became "must
reading,” not only for hobbyists, but
for government and military agencies
as well. Top secret memos are often
circulated through guarded buildings
around the nation’s capitol with
references to MT and its contents.

But MT has always had a
leaning toward utilities, since that is
the area with which I have the most
familiarity; we lacked. the scope of
broadcasting. Now, Larry Miller
brings with him an enormous wealth
of experience and expertise in that

reporting,

1 field as a result of his own years of

intensive listening and his success in
publishing International Radio (for-
merly Shortwave  Guide), now
incorporated into MT.

With a substantial increase in
page count--from 40 to 60--MT
clearly emerges as an enormous

From the Edit'ors\

’

bargain for the listener, regardless of
his particular interest. SWL or
scanner enthusiast, DX’er or
dedicated monitor, VLF "lowfer" or
satellite chaser, the MT reader now
has the best of all possible worlds at
his fingertips.

Even with this impressive
growth, we don’t intend to remain
static; three new IBM computers
and a Hewlett-Packard Laser printer
will improve our graphic image as
well, allowing us to custom-print MT
in the easiest to read format.

We know that subscribers to
International Radio will be pleased to
learn that none of their favorite
columns will be compromised and
that our computerized telecommuni-
cations system will insure the most
timely articles.

And to our stalwart MT
readers, thanks for staying with us
through these formative years. I
think you will agree--the wait has
been worth it!

Bob Grove
Utilities Editor

Welcome to Our New Home

Welcome to the first edition of our
new, joint publication, Monitoring
Times. For the former subscribers to
International Radio, MT will provide
you with a whole new range of
listening possibilities, along with, of
course, many of your favorite
shortwave columns.

As far as shortwave is concerned,
we've taken a lot of your suggestions
from the old International Radio and
incorporated them into Monitoring
Times. You find that we now have a
team of four monitors for the
English Broadcast frequency list --
two on the west coast, two on the
east and within the next few months,
we’ll be adding a midwest monitor as
well.

In Monitoring Times, as well, we
.encourage more participation from
our readership. If you find a
frequency that is not listed, jot it

down on a pice of paper and throw it-

in the mail. We’ll check it out and
add it to the list. Likewise, in any of
our work, we sincerely desire your
comments. We won’t be able to
implement all of your suggestions,
but we promise to consider each and

select from them those which we feel
best serve the needs of the hobby
community. So don’t be afraid to
write.

Shortwave is a dynamic medium --
one that can change in hours (as
recent reception conditions have
shown) so we welcome help from our
friends.

Concerning the new material that
many subscribers to IR will now find
in these 60-odd pages, don’t be afraid
to ask questions -- about any of the
material that is new or unfamiliar to
you. Everyone at MT is willing and
able to assist you, no matter what
your level of expertise. Write to
them. In most cases, the addresses of
regular reporters are included in
their article and they’d welcome your
letter.

For us, it’s like moving into a new
house -- a mixture of feelings, both of
unfamiliarity and of excitement at
the things to come. Hey! Maybe the
sofa will look better over there. No,
let’s put it against that wall! Aw

heck, who needs a sofa anyhow? We_

never sit down!

The point is that we’re always
interested in hearing your feedback
and finding out how we might make
Monitoring Times an even better
publication. As we get settled into
our "new house,” we invite you to
roam about, get settled in, and
maybe ewven move a little of the
furniture around yourself. After all,
we want you to feel perfectly at
home.

We look forward to serving you in
the months and years to come with
America’s number one radio
magazine, Monitoring Times!

Ilook forward to hearing from you as
well. Don’t hesitate to give us your
suggestions and comments. Our
address remains the same: P.O. Box
691, Thorndale, PA 19372. After all,
we’re here for you.

Join us as we continue to explore the
world through its most dynamic
medium -- radio.

73s,

Larry Miller
Broadcast Editor

appreciated.

A NOTE TO INTERNATIONAL RADIO SUBSCRIBERS

We have worked several weeks to insure that your remaining number of issues with IR has been
shown on your MT label this month. We have also tried to eliminate any duplicate mailings. Please check
the mailing label and let us know if there is an error or if you are receiving duplicate copies. Simply mail
the label, giving us the proper information, to Monitoring Times, P.O. Box 98, Brasstown, NC 28902.

Please remember that the expiration date shown on your INTERNATIONAL RADIO label was for
the month AFTER your subscription expired; i.e., if your last issue was to be May, the date shown on the
label was June. MONITORING TIMES expiration dates are for the month your subscription expires; i.e.,
if your last issue is to be May, the date shown on the label would be 5/1/86, so it might book like you have
been shorted one month, but you haven’t.

Your cooperation and understanding in helping us make this monumental transition is much
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EWS§XWORLD RADIO NEWS ¢, WORI

)/ RADIO CANADA INT’L TO CANCEL
NORTH AMERICAN SERVICE

Radio Canada International will, this
month or next, cancel their North
American service. According to
sources within the station, all
weeknight transmissions directed to
the United States will end with the
exception of those on the weekends.
The evening transmissions  will
reportedly be replaced with one in the
morning.

Although other transmissions from
Canada will probably be audible in the
U.S,, the loss of the U.S. service bodes
ill not only for the listeners who enjoy
RCI’s excellent programming, but all

of international radio as well. As one
industry insider put it, "In these tough
financial times, there are a number of
countries that have been thinking
about dropping their North American
service, if not their entire international
service. And if they see one of the
leaders like Canada making the
decision, it won’t be long before we’ll
see a lot more bailing out.”

You can make your voice heard. Send
a letter to Radio Canada Interna-
tional’s Director of Program Opera-
tions, Mr. Allan Familiant at P.O. Box
6000, Montreal, Canada H3C 3AS.

V Another Woodpecker?

(Just what the world needs!)

First the Russian over-the-
horizon backscatter radar system, then
the U.S. system in Maine, now the
British are coming. Marconi Radar
Systems of Chelmsford, England, have
developed an OTH radar system for
the shortwave spectrum to detect

coastal and ship intruders up to 200
miles away. ‘

A full operational system,
capable of computing data at 2 billion
operations per second, is expected
within two years.

Vi(YOI Sold to Christian Science Monitor?

Unofficial reports have it that the
owners of KYOI, the struggling
shortwave station beaming rock and
roll to Japan from the U.S. possession
of Saipan, have reached an agreement
of sale for the station. The buyers of
KYOI have not been disclosed;
however, an article in the May 30,
1986, issue of the Christian Science
Monitor says that they were

negotiatiating "for a second shortwave
site in Saipan, in the Marianas Islands,
for broadcast to the Far East." The
Christian Science Monitor’s first
station is due to sign on the air from
QOalon, Maine, on January 1, 1986.
Additionally, the CSM says that a third
transmitter may be situated in Texas
for broadcast to Latin America.

'/ Videocipher 11
Targeted by Codebreakers

Robert M. Richardson, secretary
of the Digital Encryption Standard
Users Group, claims so far to have
turned down as many as 150 applicants
offering to break M/A-Com’s
VideoCipher II satellite scrambling
system used by HBO, Showtime and

other programmers.

Richardson is quoted as saying
that while the video is easy to crack
with $10-$15 worth of parts, the audio
is a real challenge. Only professional

cryptanalysts are being invited to apply

for the appointment.

VHBO PIRATE CAPTURES SATELLITE

"Captain  Midnight”  seized
HBO’s uplink channel for four minutes
on April 27, 1986, to protest

scrambling and surcharges with the
message: "Goodevening HBO from
Captain Midnight. $12.95? No way!
(Showtime/The Movie Channel
Beware!). "

Although the perpetrator faces a
fine of $10,000 and a year in jail if
caught, officials are concerned about
the vulnerability of satellites. Granting

that it would take the equivalent of a.

ten meter dish and 2000 watts of
power at 6000 MHz--no easy task--
those officials admit that considerable

iz

damage could occur if the appropriate
commands were attempted.

It is possible that taking
command of a satellite could burn out
a transponder, disable a guidance
system and knock it out of proper
orbit, and even interfere with or alter
data being transferred from banks,
telephone, corporations, and other
business entities.

The FCC believes that there may
be approximately 100 installations in
the country capable of commanding
the satellite and that the signal did not
come from the west coast. North Texas
is being strongly considered.

1%

4

Radio Netherlands Drops

0130 Transmission

Because of poor  propagation
conditions, Radio Netherlands is
dropping their 0130 UTC English
transmission via the Flevo site effective
the first of this month. In
compensation, two frequencies are
being added to the 0230 UTC

broadcast via- the Bonaire relay. That
will now be heard on 6020, 6165, 9590
and 9895. In addition, the 0430 UTC
transmission to the Middle EasZ and
East Africa is being moved earlier to
0400 UTC and shortened to 25
minutes.

¥ Neu quits NDXE Global Radio;
Sign-on Postponed Again

There has been another problem at
NDXE Global Radio, the proposed
grandiose-shortwave-stereo operation
in Opelika, Alabama, run by Harry
Dickson Norman. Herb Neu, formerly
with  Turner Broadcasting, has
resigned as NDXE VP saying, "I

smelled a skunk and I got out.” Neu
refused further comment and calls to
Norman were not returned. Mean-
while, the station’s latest sign-on date,
gullly 4th, has been pushed back to the
all.

KENWOOD TO BUILD

U.S. HEADQUARTERS

Kenwood U.S.A. Corporation,
known for its popular amateur and
SWL radio equipment, will open two
U.S. headquarters facilities. Slated for
early 1987 in Carson, California, the
first facility will have over 200,000

square feet of office and warehouse
space.

A second facility will be located
in the International Trade Center in
Mt. Olive, New Jersey.

¥ CES HOLDS FEW SURPRISES

Radio enthusiasts have little new
equipment to look forward to over the
next few months if the Consumer
Electronics Show, held the first week
in June in Chicago, was any indication.

While the general feeling at the show
was positive, with an improved
financial outlook on consumer
electronics in general, shortwave and
scanner advances obviously were of
little concern to  the. major
manufacturers. Regency did show their

R1075, a 15-channel upgrade of their.

R1070, featuring priority and delay. An
8-channel model R806 crystal scanner
was also announced.

Several themes became apparent by

those in attendance:

*  Camcorders are in, standalone
videocameras are on their way
out. But there does seem to be
considerable  debate  stirring
between proponents of VHS-C
and 8 mm formats.

*  Pocket TV sets are really revving
up; Citizen Electronics intro-
duced the industry’s first under-
$200 LCD pocket color TV (see
photo).

*  Three-Dee-Tee-Vee seems to be
on the near horizon with Sharp’s
and Toshiba’s  high-capacity
videodisk systems. Although star-
ing at the double picture without
glasses will give a viewer a
headache, properly equipped with
electro-optically-equipped glasses,

www.americanradiohistorv.com

a viewer gets a nice 3-D picture
for under $500.

*  Much digital TV technology was
in full view, with advances
showing in high density video
diskettes, large screen TV’s and
"sparklies”-free satellite receivers.

Citizen introduced the industry’s first
under-3200 pocket color TV.
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Miller
ublishing

3 Lisa Drive, Thorndale, PA 19372 Phone: (215) 384-8944

newt SONY ICF-2010

IN STOCK AND
ONLY $299.95

This is the perfect, state-of-the-art portable for
listening. It’s a communications receiver that you can take
with you! It has digital readout, it can store 32 of your
favorite frequencies in its memory and it even has a timer.
Most important is its synchronous detector circuit. In plain
talk, that means that you can tune to whatever side of a
frequency has the least interference for cleaner, more
emjoyable listening. Covers the shortwave bands from
1,620—29,999.9 kHz plus AM, FM, Longwave and the air
band from 116—136 kHz.

THE SW RADIO OF THE FUTURE
TOP RATED!

1987 RADIO DATABASE INTERNATIONAL ji RADIO

4 - : DATABASE -
GET IT FIRST, FAST FROM RDI'S NO. 1 DEALER — , 1%
MILLER PUBLISHING NTERNATIONAL

Last year's Radio Database International was hailed around the world as the ultimate
frequency guide to the shortwave bands. This year’s book will be even better. Both the
tropical band and international edition are combined into one super book! And in addi-
tion to the easy-to-use computer generated frequency-by-frequency listing, there’ll be
country-by-country listings, even more receiver reviews and plenty of articles of interest
to the shortwave listener. The new 1987 Radio Database International ships late this
summer and you can be among the first to have a copy by reserving one now through
RDI’s number one dealer, Miller Publishing. In fact, if you order now, you'll save $4.80 off
the list price of last year’s books. #M448. Just $12.90.

LAWRENCE MAGNE -

JUST $12.906 — SAVE $4.80! S5
H F---------------------------1
N |
\ ri We P ipping!
The Shortwave I Great Prices, and We Pay Shipping I
- r Please send me the following: Enclosed is a check or l
LlSte ner s Antenna | money order for $ , i
i Checks should bé made i
landbocok i payable to Miller Publish- g
i ing and sent to 3 Usa I
Drive, Thorndale, PA
By Robert J. Traister | 19372. i
Even the most sophisticated receiver ; g Want to get :
can only pick up hum-drumsignais if the § ¢ ‘eh;‘nof’adseti 0
antenna isn't up to par. And a relatively I er?

inexpensive receiver can bring in some I Name i
prettyimpressive signals whentheright § ¢ Adress Your personal check is aiways |
antenna is in place. A complete, author- : :rf('jcg;”ge;‘ M'r':?l' \Z Ub“‘h{'rf‘g- |
itative guide to shortwave listeningan- § 1 city your theck 1o clear with Tele. §
tennas including how to design, build 1 checki To qualify for Telecheck B
and install them. 204 pp. Just 10.95 ] SEEE same-day snipping, smply add

g your driver’s license number and
Zip state to your check. §

5
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\/Phony Faith Healer "Bugs" His Followers

LICENSE FEES

President Reagan, on Ap_ﬁl 7,

1986, signed the "Consolidated
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1985" which, 360 days later, will allow
the FCC to charge once again for
licensing all services except private
leisure users (like amateur radio).

License fees will range from $20
to $18,000 depending upon the service.
Private land mobile services must pay
$30 for new, renewed or modified
licenses and manufacturers will be
.required topay $100 to $6500 for
equipment approval.

¥ Flat Plate TVRO

Future Communications of
Colorado Springs, Colorado, has
announced their "PhaseCom" phased
array antenna which measures about 5
feet square and is only 2 inches thick.
Models for both C and Ku band are to
be marketed.

With wholesale pricing between
$21 and $1189, picture quality is
claimed equal to that from a dish, yet

'/ Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner?

When Fred Waterer sent away for a
QSL card from Radio Free Surinam, he
probably wasn’t even sure he’d get a
QSL. But he did. And more. In fact,
when Fred picked up the phone one
evening, he found himself speaking
transatlantic to a man from the
Council for the Liberation of Surinam.
"He asked me to monitor their
broadcasts for several days (at 2240
UTC on 9940 kHz),” said Fred, "so
they can determine whether or not
they will expand their broadcast times
and languages.”

A week later, the man called back
asking for the results. In a gross
understatement, Fred says, "He was
extremely keen to know how they were
being received." Apparently.

Will the man from the Council for the
Liberation of Surinam call you? Is this
the beginning of a trend among
international broadcasters? And if so,
how far will it go? Who knows. But the
next time you send in a reception
report to Radio Free Surinam, better
have the wife set another place at the
dinner table just in case. (ODXA via
Larry Miller)

4

. by tuning in to HCJB’s European DX
Report, carried on the DX Party
Line at 2130 UTC on the first

[e]

DX Europe --

Catch the latest Europeari DX news .

I/Norway to Test
New Transmitters

According to Radio Norway Interna-
tional monitor Joe Hanlon, the first of
three new 500 kw transmitters will
begin testing in August from a site in
Sveio. The first will go into regular
operation in September and all are
expected to use the regular Radio
Norway frequencies and the normal
broadcast times.

Antenna to Debut

the small antennas may be mounted on
an outside wall or installed in a
window.

The devices use "sputtering,” a
technology developed by NASA and
the military, whereby atoms are
dislodged from a glass surface by high
energy particles to create the antenna
imprint.

‘/ Boeing to Build

Secret Antenna Range

Morrow County, eastern
Oregon, is the site of a proposed $10
million top-secret antenna range which
would cover over
Intended to test sensitive defense
equipment by "bouncing signals off
foreign objects and retrieving them on
radar screens,” the facility would
employ 15 persons nine miles
southwest of Boardman.

The parcel is part of 93,000 acres
leased by Boeing from the state since
1963 and a small scale antenna range is
already in operation there.

¥  Bad Vlad

Radio Moscow commentator Vladimir
Posner, touring the United States in
preparation for a TV show, criticized
his government for jamming the
broadcasts of Radio Liberty and Radio
Free Europe. While Posner stressed
that his views were "a very personal
evaluation,” he said that the jamming

serves to attract attention "to
something that is not all that
important.” Meanwhile, Posner will

continue to be heard regularly on
Radio Moscow -- reporting from the
Siberia bureau. (via Alpert, NY)

the Easy Way

Wednesday of every month. Noted
DXer Rod Sanders hosts this
feature. ’

It started off like any other
videotaping session for TV crusader
Peter Popoff in San Francisco’s Civic
Auditorium. The evangelist was
preparing to call out the names of the
afflicted and their complaints prior to
"laying hands"” on them.

But this session was different.

‘Unknown to Popoff and his wife who

meets the faithful flock before the
show begins, James ("the Amazing")
Randi and his team of experts from
CSIOP (The Committee -for the
Scientific  Investigation of the
Paranormal) were nearby with a
receiver and a tape recorder.
Apparently Mrs.
repeatedly cues the

A scanning buff with a
programmable two-way VHF radio
was arrested in Brevard County,
Florida, after police observed him
transmitting on a police frequency as
he drove by the officers who were
inspecting a vehicle.

Anthony Rossi, 25, of St
Petersburg, Florida, is suspected of
using the radio on several Florida law
enforcement frequencies across the
state while traveling from St
Petersburg to Melbourne.

Upon his arrest, police found
two radio transmitters, a book listing
police frequencies, and a newspaper

Popoff
evangelist/

‘Police Radio

Returns Home

Oleg Tumanov was a 2l-year-old
seaman when he jumped ship off the
coast of Libya 20 years ago. His last job
ended last February when he
disappeared from his job as editor of
the Russian service of Radio Liberty in
Munich.

Tumanov, appearing for the first
time with a prepared statement from
the Soviet Union, charged that Radio
Liberty and Radio Free Europe are
under the control of the CIA. Funded
by the United States, the stations are

- jammed by the USSR. (Mel Pratt,

Baltimore, MD)

MacDonalds Big on
Radio Highland

Radio Highland, a BBC affihate
station serving north and northwest
Scotland, claims more personnel with
the surname "Mac" than anywhere else
in the world.

When telephone receptionist Anne

-Cronie gets a caller requesting a

MacDonald, she gives them a choice of

Angus, Ian, James, Martin, Mary-
Anne, and Morag! (David Alpert,
NYC)

www americanradiohistorv com

showman on 39.17 MHz, for those MT
readers who would like to "tune in" on
the Sunday morning preacher when his
entourage visits nearby.

Although initially denying the
ploy, Popoff eventually admitted that
he uses the gimmick, adding that he
compares his services to a TV game
show like "The Price is Right,” and
that the parishioners expect to hear
their names and "Come on down!".

Popoff is presently seen on 51
television outlets nationwide, grossing
an income of $550,000 per month,
according to his business manager.
There’s more than one way to fleece a
flock!

Pirate Nabbed

article on the previous interference in
St. Petersburg. Rossie unsuccessfuly
attempted to erase frequencies on his
radio as he was being arrested.

Rossie, who is employed as a
bouncer in a Cincinnati bar, is charged
with unlawfully having a radio tuned to
a police frequency (yes, it’s on the
books in Florida), transmitting on a
police frequency, resisting arrest
without violence, and tampering with
evidence.

If convicted on all counts, Rossi
could face over seven years in prison
and a $7500 fine. No charges have yet
been filed in St. Petersburg.

10,000 alcres-Vﬁ{adio Liberty Defector ¥ "Great Commotion"

over Columbian
Clandestine

According to the  Columbian
newspaper El Tiempo, "Great
commotion prevails in the middle
Magdelena region following the
appearance of an alleged clandestine
station identifying itself as the "Voice
of Freedom.” The anti-communist
station has announced itself as the
voice of the peasants, says that it is
located on "a Caribbean island” and
can also be heard on shortwave. No
reports have yet been received on the
station.

;/Quince de Septiembre

funded by U.S. CIA

According to an article by George
Zeller in the A*C*E bulletin, Radio
Quince de  Septiembre (15 of
September), the long-running and
easily heard voice of anti-Sandinista
contra forces, is funded by the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency. The
article cites sources as claiming that
the station’s transmitter is in
Honduras. Radio Quince de Sep-

" tiembre can be heard'local evenings on

variable 6265 kHz.
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All-mode receiver
Superi]or -engliteering, quality, and

‘performance describe Kenwood’s multi-

mode communications receivers.

These receivers boast the most often-
needed features for the serious or
casual shortwave broadcast listener.
Listen in on overseas news, music,
and commentary. “Listen up” on the
VHF public service and Amateur radio
frequencies, as well as aircraft and busi-
ness band communications with the
R-2000 and VC-10 option. Both receivers
have a muting circuit so you can monitor
your Amateur radio station’s signal
quality. Select the right receiver for your
needs—the R-2000 or R-1000.

e Covers 150 kHz—30 MHz in 30 bands.

® All mode: USB, LSB, CW, AM, FM.

e Digital VFO's. 50-Hz, 500-Hz or 5-kHz
steps. F. LOCK switch.

* Ten memories store frequency, band, and
mode data. Each memory may be tuned
as a VFO.

e |ithium batt. memory back-up.

e Memory scan.

® Programmable band scan.

' KENWOOD

.. pacesetter in Amateur radio
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Optional accessories:

B * VC-10 VHF converter for R-2000 covers

R'1000 High performance receiver ® 200
kHz-30 MHz in 30 bands ® AM, CW, SSBe 3 IF

! filters ® noise blanker ® RF attenuator ® S-meter

® 120-240 VAC e muting terminals e built-in speaker
e digital display/clock/timer

e Fluorescent tube digital display of
frequency (100 Hz resolution) or time.

e Dual 24-hour quartz clocks, with timer.

e Three built-in IF filters with NARROW/WIDE
selector switch. (CW filter optional.)

e Squelch circuit, all mode, built-in.

® Noise blanker buitt-in.

e Large front mounted speaker.

e RF step attenuator. (0-10-20-30.dB))

e AGC switch. (Slow-Fast.)

* “S" meter, with SINPO scale.

e High and low impedance antenna
terminals.

* 100/120/220/240 VAC operation,

e RECORD output jack.

e Timer REMOTE output (not for AC power).

e Muting terminals.

Service manuals are available for all receivers and most accessories.
Specifications and prices subject to change without notice or obligation.

118-174 MHz
o YG-455C 500 Hz CW filter for R%2000
e HS-4 Headphones
e HS-5 Deluxe headphones
e HS-6 Lightweight headphones
e HS-7 Micro headphones
e DCK-1 DC cable kit for 13.8 VDC operation
e Al-2 Lightning and static arrester

Additional information on Kenwood all-band
recelvers is available from authorized dealers.

KENWOQOD

TRIO-KENWOOD COMMUNICATIONS
1111 West Walnut Street
Compton, California 90220
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SHORTWAVE INTERVIEW

British Broadcasting’s Margaret Howard

Margaret Howard. For years she’s
been the "voice” of the BBC as host
of the station’s immensely popular
Letterbox program. She’s a woman
who doesn’t suffer fools gladly and
her acerbic style has endeared her to
millions of people who tuned in every
week.

So popular -- and refreshing -- was
this approach that Letterbox was
listed in the Guiness Book of World
Records as the program with the
greatest number of listeners --
estimated at some 40 million.

In a decision that puzzled those same
listeners and which Howard herself
calls "extraordinary,” the BBC
recently cancelled Letterbox.

Hardly one to be held down for long,
Ms. Howard discusses the cancella-
tion of Letterbox as well as her career
in broadcasting -- a career that’s
taken her around the world, from
America to Africa and has placed her
face to face with some of the most
powerful people in the-world.

Radio Canada International’s Ian
Mc farland spoke with Margaret
Howard and the result is one very
candid interview. But who would
expect less from Margaret Howard?

MT: How long have you been in’

broadcasting. I won’t be so rude as to
ask you your age. :

Howard: [Laughter] I've been in
broadcasting all my life. I started at
the BBC right out of school, first
working in an office and then
eventually I became an announcer on
the staff.

As a staff announcer all I did was say
"here is,” "that was" and "those
taking part were..." In those days, I,
being a woman, was not allowed to
read the news. Even though that was
part of an announcer’s duties, at the
time I was an announcer, the news

was read exclusively by men. So I

resigned.

When I left the BBC, I went to
America on a scholarship to the
University of Indiana. There I taught
undergraduates and did the master’s
course and I appeared on radio and
television in Indiana -- WFIU and
WTIU. And 1 finally got to read the
news for the first time in America.
It’s kind of "have voice, will travel."

MT: So you don’t really work for the
BBC World Service?

Howard: I work mostly now with
services other than the World
Service, particularly now that
Letterbox has folded.

Gone, but not forgotten

MT: What kind of programs did you
do when you were at the World
Service?

Howard: 1 started off by being
something of a [armed] Forces
"sweetheart.” I used to do a record
request program for the armed
services overseas. And I did a
program for the merchant fleet
called the Merchant Navy Request
Program and 1 also did Listener’s
Choice. That was the beginning of it
all.

MT: I guess during the war, you must
have gotten the odd love letter from
a very lonesome soldier...

Howard: I wasn’t doing it during the
war. I'm not that old. It was after the
war. Quite a long time after the war.

MT: Letterbox is probably where you
are best known. And it probably has
the biggest audience of any mailbag
program of any shortwave station
anywhere.

Howard: There was an estimate
figure that got it into the Guiness
Book of World Records. It was
thought to have had 40 million
listeners.

MT: That is a lot of listeners.

Howard: Yes {laughter]. But I don’t
know how true the calculation was.
But I think it was quite likely that
there was a very large number,
because after all, it went out four
times to cover all the different
regions of the world when they’re
awake. People obviously liked it.

MT: Even if you want to be
conservative and cut that figure in
half, 20 million is still a lot of
listeners. Do you find yourself bent
just a little bit odd thinking about
talking to that number of people?

Howard: No. It’s funny, isn’t it? I'm
not, for instance, a very good public
speaker. And if I have to stand up
and address a meeting or make an
after-dinner speech, I die a thousand
deaths. But somehow, sitting in front
of a microphone is quite different
because you’re not talking to 40
million people in a crowd -- which
would indeed be terrifying, wouldn’t
it.

Instead, it’s very one-to-one. And
that’s what I like about broadcasting.
It’s very small-scale communication
because its just into one pair of ears,
really. Very intimate.

MT: Now that Letterbox has been
cancelled, there are probably 40
million fairly disappointed listeners
out there. What was the reasoning
behind cancelling Letterbox?

Howard: There were a number of
reasons. It was a very strange thing to
do because the BBC prides itself in
its accountability. And this was a way
for the station to be directly
accountable to the listener.

There was a feeling among certain
people in the heirarchy that the
program was a little dated in style. It
was described as.. I can’t think of the
word...

MT: Direct. You seemed to enjoy
exercising that old British. love of
"taking the mickey" out of people.

Howard: "Coy" was one of the words.
The original host of the program
didn’t suffer fools gladly. And I
personally have a rather acerbic style.
And the listeners warmed to that
style. I wasn’t rude, exactly. But if

- anyone said something a bit silly, I

would say so. I think the listeners
actually liked that.

Nonetheless, it was thought that a
new format was required. That was
what was said at all the meetings. Of
course as a freelance, I don’t go to
the meetings. The word comes down
from the mountain... "We want a new
format!"

So we tried a number of new formats.
One was to have a number of
journalists, to listen to the output of
the BBC World Service with me and
we would have a quarter of an hour
discussion about what we heard and
what we thought about it. That didn’t
work at all.

MT: I can imagine that it wouldn’t
work. It’s like film reviewers. They’re
not looking at a film as the average
moviegoer. Surely, journalists see
programs in a totally different way
than the average listener. »

Howard: And of course the whole set
up was rather false because these
journalists were London-based. They
were not natural World Service
listeners. They were not at home
listening to the radio like my
listeners to Letterbox were. They
were listening to tapes that were sent
to them by a BBC producer. And
that’s not the way you listen to a
radio station, really.

So it was an artificial thing. We tried
very hard to make it work, but it
didn’t. Then we thought maybe if we
had less letters, and I took a few
letters and did a long interview with
somebody, the head of World Service
drama, or whatever it might be. So
we tried that for a while. But I don’t
think the listeners liked that. What
they really liked was hearing™ their
letters read out. And hearing me
answer them. And that was deemed
to be old fashioned.
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these

And so,
various struggles and changes in

eventually after

format and whatnot, I was
summoned to an office and was told
that I was being taken off the air.
And that was the end of Letterbox.

MT: Tt sounds like someone wanted
to be innovative for innovation’s
sake and in the process destroyed a
perfectly viable program.

Howard: It’s very hard for me to
comment on that because I'm very
close to it. Maybe if I was a program
controller, I would feel that it was
time for a change. Personally, I found
it to be an extraordinary decision
because it’s an odd feeling to be
doing something that’s deemed to be
successful and then to be fired
[laughter]. It’s very peculiar. I mean
what can you do? You can only do
something as well as you can do it
and the people who are listening like
it. There isn’t anything more I.can
do.

What else?

MT: You've also chaired the It’s Your
World® international telephone talk
show on the BBC World Service. It
must have been terribly exciting to
have so many world famous people as
your guest.

Howard: Yes. Yes it was a marvelous
experience. I think the most exciting
was when 1 did [British Prime
Minister] Mrs. [Margaret] Thatcher.
It was the first time she had done a
world-wide phone-in program... and
it was first time I had done a Prime
Minister [laughter]. To be live on the
air for an hour with a dynamic person

" like that...

I must say, in the morning of the day
I was doing it I felt extremely sick
[laughter]. T walked to the studio....
Somehow 1 suppose it was like
having a baby or something. There
was no turning back. The whole
process had started.

And she appears with an entourage
of photographers and film camera-
men and God knows what all. And
then everyone went away and she and
I had ten minutes together. We had a
quick chat about what we were going
to do and how we were going to do it.
And suddenly we were on.

I heard the opening announcement
saying "and now over to Margaret
Howard"” and I was away. And do you
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know I wasn’t nervous at all! It was
quite extraordinary. And when we
finished, I was on my knees and she
said, um, Oh! It was much too short!
We should have done two hours.™
[laughter]

T've also done the Foreign Secretary,
the leader of the opposition, the
leader of the liberals and the leader
of the SDP. And I've also done a
number of non-political people.

But the program I felt worked the
best was a more recent one I did with
the writer John Le Carre [see cover
photograph].

T, "The Spy that Came in Out of
the Ceq, "

Howard: He was terrific. And 1 got
more calls in with him than with
anybody else. He was very quick, very
witty, very capable of supplying-an
anecdote and then stopping. One of
the most difficult things in
conducting an interview is stopping
people. Once they've got the bit
between their teeth they never stop
talking. Especially people who are
politicians. There were people on the
phone in who I literally had to wrap
across the knuckles with a ruler to
stop them talking.

Overall, doing the telephone talk
show was so nice because a lot of the
people who rang in had been writing
to Letterbox over the years. People
I've known from their handwriting
for a long time and suddenly, there
they were. 1 shall never forget the
very first phone-in 1 did with the
managing director of [BBC] external
broadcasting -- he has since died,
that was Malcolm Muggeridge -- and
we didn’t really know if it was going
to even work! It was the first time it
had ever been attempted. And we
felt, if the phones don’t work, then
all T'll do is interview you for an
hour. And this is kind of what we had
lined up.

When the first phone call came
through -- and I can’t remember who
it was from -- the voice at the other
end said, "Hello, Margaret!" And I
thought, "My God! 1 don’t believe
this." There’s as person on the other
side of the world who knows me well
enough to call me Margaret. Just like
that. I was so touched I nearly broke
into tears. It was such a moving
moment. It was wonderful.

[Listeners wanting to register their
complaint about the cancellation of
“Letterbox" can write to the Director
of Programs, BBC World Service, P.O.
Box 76, Bush House Strand, London
WC2B 4PH, England.] ‘

DELIGHT A FRIEND!
Send Monitoring Times.
See page 58 for rates.
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Howard Return to
DX Party Line
Delayed

Clayton Howard, the popular and
recently retired host of DX Party
Line on HCJB, was scheduled to
return to Ecuador to fill in for
vacationing John Beck. Howard
recently was diagnosed as having
cancer and has been forced to delay
his return to the station. Those who
would like to drop Clayton a "get
well” card should write to him at 20
Westlake Dr., Orange City, Florida
32763.

RESULTS OF MONITORING GAME

by Bert Huneault

Sincere thanks to MT readers
who responded to my article by
sending in their loggings of east coast
Canadian CG stations on 2598 kHz.

Although the article was delayed
until the May issue, four SWLs braved
the high springtime atmospheric static
levels and played the game: Greg
Doerschler, Wethersfield, CT; Harold

Levison, Philadelphia, PA; Don

Patterson, Asheboro, NGC; Daryll

Symington, Holland, OH.
Interestingly, all four used

ICOM receivers. The SWL with the

QTH farthest from the Canadian
stations was Don in North Carolina,
yet he reported the strongest signals
(Halifax, S9+20dB). ‘

The most remote CG station (St.

Anthony, at the northern tip of
Newfoundland)  produced  S4-S9
“readings at Don’s QTH. All

participants
strong QRN.

Most loggings were very detailed
and interesting, and all reports were
much appreciated. My wife pulled the
winner’s name out of a hat: Harold
Levison. Congratulations, Harold,
your book is on the way!

reported moderate to

NEW!

Lower Price
Scanners

Communications Electronics;’
the world's largest distributor of radio
scanners, introduces new lower prices
to celebrate our 15th anniversary.

Regency? MX7000-EA

List price $699.95/CE price $399.95/SPECIAL
10-Band, 20 Channel ® Crystalless ¢ AC/DC
Frequencyrange: 25-550 MHz. continuous coverage
and 800 MHz. to 1.3 GHz. continuous coverage.
The Regency MX7000 scanner lets you monitor
Military, Space Satellites, Government, Railroad,
Justice Department, State Department, Fish &
Game, Immigration, Marine, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Broadcast Studio Transmitter Links, Aero-
nautical AM band, Aero Navigation, Paramedics,
Amateur Radio, plus thousands of other radio
frequencies most scanners can't pick up. The
Regency MX7000 is the perfect scanner toreceive
the exciting 1.3 GHz. amateur radio band.

Regency® Z60-EA

List price $298.95/CE price $179.95/SPECIAL
8-Band, 60 Channel ® No-crystal scanner
Bands: 30-50, 88-108, 118-136, 144-174,440-512 MHz.
The Regency Z60 covers all the public service
bands plus aircraft and FM music for a total of
eight bands. The Z60 also features an alarm
clock and priority control as well as AC/DC
operation. Order today.

Regency® Z45-EA

List price $259.95/CE price $159.95/SPECIAL
7-Band, 45 Channel ® No-crystal scanner
Bands: 30-50, 118-136, 144-174, 440-512 MHz

The Regency Z45 is very simiiar to the Z60 model
listed above however it does not have the commer-
cial FM broadcast band. The Z45, now at a
special price from Communications Electronics.

Regency® RH250B-EA

List price $674.30/CE price $329.95/SPECIAL
10 Channel ® 25 Watt Transceiver ® Priority
The Regency RH250Bis aten-channel VHF land
mobile transceiver designed to cover any fre-
quency between 150 to 162 MHz. Since this
radio is synthesized, no expensive crystals are
needed to store up to ten frequencies without
battery backup. All radios come with CTCSS tone

and scanning capabilities. A monitor and

night/day switch is also standard. This trans-
ceiver even has a priority function. The RH250

makes an ideal radio for any police or fire
department volunteer because of its low cost
and high performance. A 60 Watt VHF 150-162
MHz. version called the RHB00B is available
for$454.95. A UHF 15 watt version of this radio
called the RU150B is also available and covers
450-482 MHz. but the cost is $449.95.

NEW! Bearcat® 50XL-EA

List price $199.95/CE price $114.95/SPECIAL
10-Band, 10 Channel ® Handheld scanner
Bands: 29.7-54, 136-174, 406-512 MHz.

The Uniden Bearcat 50XL is an economical,
hand-held scanner with 10 channels covering
ten frequency bands. It features a keyboardlock
switch to prevent accidental entry and more.
Also order part # BP50 which is arechargeable
battery pack for $14.95, a plug-in wall charger,
part # AD100 for $14.95, acarrying case part #
VCO001 for $14.95 and also order optional
cigarette lighter cable part # PS001 for$14.95.

Regency
RH250

" NEW! ScannerFrequency Listings

The new Fox scanner frequency directories will heip
you find all the action your scanner can listen to. These
new listings include police, fire, ambulances & rescue
squads, local government, private police agencies,
hospitals, emergency medical channels, news'media,
torestry radio service, railroads, weather stations, radio
common carriers, AT&T mobile telephone, utility com-
panies, general mobile radio service, marine radio
service, taxi cab companies, tow truck companies,
trucking companies, business repeaters, businessradio
(simplex) federal government, funeral directors, vet-
erinarians, buses, aircraft, space satellites, amateur
radio, broadcasters and more. Fox frequency listings
teature call letter cross reference as well as alphabetical
listing by licensee .name, police codes and signals. All
Fox directories are $14.95 each plus $3.00 shipping.
State of Alaska-RLO21-1; State of Arizona-RL025-1;
Baltimore, MD/Washington, DC-RL024-1; Butfalo, NY/
Erie, PA-RL0O09-2; Chicago, |L-RLO14-1; Cincinnati/
Dayton, OH-RLO08-2; Cleveland, OH-RLO17-1; Colum-
bus, OH-RLOO3-2; Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX-RLO13-1;
Denver/Colorado Springs, CO-RLO27-1; Detroit, M/
Windsor, ON-RLOO8-3; Fort Wayne, IN/Lima, OH-
RLOO1-1; Hawaii/Guam~RLO15-1; Houston. TX-
RLO23-1: Indianapolis, IN-RLO22-1; Kansas City, MO/
KS-RLO11-2; Long Istand, NY-RLO26-1: Los Angeles,
CA-RLO18-1; Louisville/Lexington, KY-RLOO7-1; Mil-
wauKee, Wl/Waukegan, IL-RLO21-1; Minneapolis/St.
Paul, MN-RLO10-2; Nevada/E. Central CA-RLO28-1;
Oklahoma City/Lawton, OK-RL0O05-2; Orlando/Daytona
Beach, FL-RLO12-1; Pittsburgh, PA/Wheeling, WV-
RLO29-1; Rochester/Syracuse, NY-RLO20-1; San
Diego, CA-RLO18-1; Tampa/St. Petersburg, FL-
RLOO4-2; Toledo, OH-RLO02-3. New editions are being
added monthly. For an area not shown above call Fox a
800-543-7892. In Ohio call 800-621-2513. o

NEW! Regency® HX1200-EA
List price $369.95/CE price $21 4.95/SPECIAL
8-Band,-45 Channel ® No Grystal scanner
Search ® Lockout ® Priority ® Scan delay
Sidelit liquid crystal display ® EAROM Memory
New Direct Channel Access Feature

Bands: 30-50, 118-136, 144-174, 406-420, 440-512 MHZ
The new handheld Regency HX1200 scanner is
fully keyboard programmable for the ultimate in
versatility. Yourcan scan up to 45 channels at the
same time including the AM aircraft band. The LCD
display is even sidelit for night use. Order
MA-256-EA rapid charge drop-in battery charger
for $84.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling. Includes
wall charger, carrying case, belt clip, flexible
antenna and nicad battery.

NEW! Bearcat® 100XL-EA

List price $349.95/CE price $203.95/SPECIAL
9-Band, 16 Channel ® Priority ® Scan Delay
Search ® Limit ® Hold ® Lockout ® AC/DC
Frequency range: 30-50, 118-174, 406-512 MHz
The world's first no-crystal handheld scanner now has
a LCD channel display with backlight for low light use
and aircraft band coverage at the same low price. Sizeis
1% x 7%" x 2%’ The Bearcat 100XL has wide frequency
coverage that includes all public service bands (Low,
High, UHF and “T" bands), the AM aircraft band, the 2-
meter and 70 cm. amateur bands, p/us military and
tederal government frequencies. Wow...whata scanner!
Included in our low CE price is a sturdy carrying case,

earphone, battery charger/AC adapter, six AA ni-cad
batteries and flexible antenna. Order your scanner now.

Bearcat® 210XW-EA

List price $339.95/CE price $209.95/SPECIAL
8-Band, 20 Channel ® No-crystal scanner
Automatic Weather ® Search/Scan ® AC/DC
Frequency range: 30-50, 136-174, 406-512 MHz.
The new Bearcat 210XW is an advanced third generation
scanner with great performance at a fow CE price.

NEW! Bearcat® 145XL-EA

List price $179.95/CE price $102.95/SPECIAL
10 Band, 16 channel ® AC/DC e Instant Weather
Frequency range: 29-54, 136-174, 420-512 MHz

The Bearcat 145XL makes a great first scanner. Its low
cost and high performance letsyou hear altthe action with
the touch of a key. Order your scanner from CE today.

TEST ANY SCANNER

Test any scanner purchased from Communications
Electronics” for 31 days before you decide to keep it. If for
any reason you are not completely satisfied, return it in
original condition with ali parts in 31 days. for a prompt
refund (less shipping/handling charges and rebate credits).

Regency
HX1200

Regency
MX7000

NEW! Bearcat® 800XLT-EA
List price $499.95/CE price $317.95
12-Band, 40 Channel ¢ No-crystal scanner
Priority control ® Search/Scan ® AC/DC
Bands: 29-54, 118-174, 406-512, 806-912 MHzZ
The Uniden 800 XL T receives 40 channels intwobanks.
Scans 15 channels per second. Size 9% x4%2" x 12%."

OTHER RADIOS AND ACCESSORIES
Panasonic RF-2800-EA Shortwave receiver..... $179.95
RD95-EA Uniden Remote mount Radar Detector. .. $128.95
RDS55-EA Uniden Visor mount Radar Detector..... $98.95
RDS9-EA Uniden"Passport” size Radar Detector ...
BC-WA-EA Bearcat Weather Alert™ ................ $49.95

DX1000-EA Bearcat shortwave receiver SALE ... $349.95
PC22-EA Uniden remote mount CB transceiver. ... $99.95
PCS55-EA Uniden mobile mount CB transceiver. ... $59.95
R1080-EA Regency 10 channel scanner SALE....$92.95

MX3000-EA Regency 30 channel scanner....... $198.95
XL156-EA Regency 10 channel scanner SALE...
UC102-EA Regency VHF 2 ch. 1 Watttransceiver ..
RH2508-EA Regency 10ch. 25 WattVHF trans. ... $329.95
RHB008-EARegency 10ch. 60 Watt VHF trans. ... $454.95
RU1508-EA Regency 10 channel UHF transceiver ... $449.95
P1405-EA Regency 5 amp regulated power supply ..
P1412-EA Regency 12 amp reg. power supply.... $164.95
MA258-EA Drop-incharger for HX10008 HX1200 ...
MA257-EA Cigarette lighter cord for HX1200 ..... $19.95
MA917-EA Ni-Cad battery pack for HX1200....... $34.95
SMMX7000-EA Svc. man. for MX7000 & MX5000. .
SMMX3000-EA Service man. for Regency MX3000. ..
B-4-EA 1.2 V AAA Ni-Cad batteries (set of foun ... $9.95

FB-E-EA Frequency Directory for EasternU.S.A..... $12.95
FB-W-EA Frequency Directory forWesternU.S.A... . $12.95
ASD-EA Air Scan Directory ............cooviiiient $1495
SRF-EA Survival Radio Frequency Directory....... $14.95
TSG-EA"Top Secret” Registry of U.S. Gowt. Freq. ... $14.95
TIC-EA Techniques for Intercepting Comm......... $1495
RRF-EA Railroad frequency directory.............. $10.95
CIE-EA Covert Intelligenct. Elect. Eavesdropping . .. $14.95
AB0-EA Magnet mount mobile scanner antenna. .. $35.00

A70-EA Base station scanner antenna............. $35.00
USAMM:-EA Mag mount VHF/UHF ant. w/ 12' cable.. ..
USAK-EA %" hole mount VHF/UHF ant. w/ 17" cable ...
USATLM-EA Trunk lip mount VHF/UHF antenna ... $35.00
Add $3.00 shipping for all accessories ordered at the same time.
Add $12.00 shipping per shortwave receiver.

Add $7.00 shipping per scanner and $3.00 per antenna.

To get the fastest delivery from CE of any scanner,
send or phone your order directly to our Scanner
Distribution Center” Michigan residents please add 4%
sales tax or supply your tax .D. number. Written pur-
chase orders are accepted from approved government
agencies and most well rated firms at a 10% surcharge
for net 10 billing. All sales are subject to availability,
acceptance and verification. All sales on accessories
are final. Prices, terms and specifications are subject to
change without notice. All prices are in U.S. dollars. Out
of stock items will be placed on backorder automatically
unless CE is instructed differently. A $5.00 additional
handling fee will be charged for all orders with a
merchandise total under $50.00. Shipments are F.O.B.
Ann Arbor, Michigan. No COD's. Most products that we
sell have a manufacturers warranty. Free copies of

$129.95
.$124.95

.$69.95

$84.95

.$19.95
$19.95

$35.00

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE

warranties on these products are available prior to
purchase by writing to CE. Non-certified checks require
bank clearance. Not responsible for typographical errors.

Mail orders to: Communications Electron-

ics,”
U.S.A. Add $7.00 per scanner for U.P.S. ground
shipping and handling in the continental U.S.A.
For Canada, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Alaska, or
APO/FPO delivery, shipping charges are three
times continental U.S. rates. If you have a Visa
Master Card or Discover Card, you may caliand
place a credit card order. Order toll-free in the
U.S. Dial 800-USA-SCAN. In Canada, order toll-
free by calling 800-221-3475. WUI Telex any-
time, dial 67 1-0155. If you are outside the u.S.
orin Michigan dial 313-973-8888. Order today.
Scanner Distribution Center™ and CE logos are trade-
marks of Communications Electronics Inc.

t Bearcat is a registered trademark of Uniden Corporation.
t Regency is a registered trademark of Regency Electronics

Inc.

Copyrighte 1986 Communications Electronics inc.

Forcredit card orders call

Box 1045, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

AD #051586-EA/2

1-800-USA-SCAN

Sl COMMUNICATIONS
ELECTRONICS INC.
Consumer Products Division

P.O. Box 1045 O Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106-1045 U.S.A.
Call BOO-USA-SCAN oroutside U.S.A. 313-973-8888
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- PRESSTOP: WASHINGTON

SUBSTITUTE LISTENING LAW
APPROVED

"Determining what is and what is not readily accessible to the public by fiat, without
any regard to the physical accessibility of the signal, is the absurdity the courts have
complained about since the original wiretap act was passed in 1968. It boggles the
mind that Congress proposes to deal with the problem by enlarging it."...Robert

Horvitz, Government Affairs Liaison, ANARC.

Editorial commentary
by Bob Grove

The notorious H.R.3378,
entitled the "Communications
Privacy Act of 1985," has been
replaced by a new bill, H.R. 4952,
following some late discussion
between the Department of Justice
and members of the House Judiciary
Committee.

* The new bill differs in several
ways from H.R. 3378, perhaps most
notably:

(1) Whereas H.R. 3378 defined
"interception” in terms of
acquisition of the transmission

itself and not merely the contents,

H.R. 4952 addresses the "acquisition

of contents of a transmission”;

(2) All marine and aeronautical
communications may be moni-

tored without divulgence as already

stipulated in the 1934 Communica-
tions Act.

As observed by Robert
Horvitz, Government Affairs Liaison
for ANARC (Association of North
American Radio Clubs), "The new
bill protects the information, not the
radiation.”

After minimal discussion by the
House Judiciary Committee on
Tuesday, June 10, 1986, H.R. 4952
was accepted with no dissenting
votes.
~ ° As previously reported in MT,
the Department of Justice continues
to state that they will not enforce the
new bill except in cases of "egregious
violation"; that is, recreational
monitoring will, in all probability,
continue in all of its aspects without
fear of criminal sanction.

Heavily lobbied for by the
cellular telephone industry to
legitimize their claim that cellular
telephones have a reasonable
expectation of privacy, and sup-
ported by major vested interests
including IBM, AT&T, MCI,
Motorola, GE, GTE, Bell Tele-
phone, ABC, NBC, and CBS, the bill
will now move to the full House of
Representatives for approval. A
companion bill before the Senate
must be approved before the
legislation can be signed by the
President into law.

Rep. Mike DeWine (R-OH)
previously proposed two amend-
ments which would protect the
casual scanner interception of a
cellular telephone call noting, "If a
scanner stops at a cellular phone
channel (a scanner listener) could be
imprisoned for six months...even if he
did not disclose the information."”

DeWine, attempting to reason
with the subcommittee went on,
referring to the Justice Department’s
statement that they would not

Mol

enforce the new law: "It’s basically
bad public policy to create a law that
everyone knows will not be
enforced..It brings about a dis-
respect for the law..It weakens
anybody’s faith in the criminal justice
system. We are not talking about
difficult enforcement. What we are
talking about is an impossibility
unless we are willing to violate
people’s Constitutional rights and go
into their own homes.”

He continued, "The bill creates
the illusion of protection; the facts
are that it will no more protect
(cellular) the day after we pass this
bill than the day before.”

Sadly, DeWine’s valiant effort
at adding rationale and perspective
to the ill-conceived proposal went
unheeded by the other members and
the bill was adopted unanimously.

If passed, the new law would

protect (prohibit the monitoring of)- "

.-/
Cellular telephone conversations;

Remote broadcast
remote services;

FM subcarrier services (SCA);

Private fixed microwave links; -

Any encrypted transmission;

Conventional land mobile
telephones

Private satellite videoconferencing.

pickup and

radio-

Specifically excluded from pro-
tection (monitoring allowed) would
be:

"...any station for use of the

general public, or that relates
to ships, aircraft, vehicles, or
persons in  distress; any
governmental, law enforce-
ment, civil defense, or public
safety communications system,
including police and fire,
readily accessible to the general
public.”

These stations would include
amateur radio including autopatch,
CB, GMRS, law enforcement,
government, and dispatch opera-
tions.

Uncertainty still exists as to the
intended protection of satellite dish
reception (currently under study by
the House Telecommunications
Subcommittee). )

Criminal  penalties for
unauthorized interception range up
to a year in jail and a $10,000 fine.
Civil remedies (suits) may also be
granted separately.

If approved, scanner owners
will not be able to tune in remote
broadcast stations around 26, 153,
161, 450, and 455 MHz or car
telephones near 152, 158 and 454
MHz.

Interestingly, the Federal
Communications Commission finally
made a stand, stating that "..we do

[

_1'1 -..qu-!"

=Ny

not support criminal prosecution of
those who incidentally
(radiotelephone) communications.”

The letter, signed by FCC
General Counsel Jack Smith, was in
response to the Department of
Justice’s request that the Commis-
sion review the DOJ position paper
concerning the pending legislation.

The FCC concluded their
comments by the statement: "In
short, because radio, unlike wite,
telephone communications can be so
easily intercepted, we propose that
the...Act not prohibit interception of
the radio..portion of telephone
communications where the intercep-
tioni is neither divulged nor used for
the benefit of the interceptor or
another not entitled thereto.”

The position was based on the
longstanding section 605 (and newly
revised section* 705) of the 1934
Communications Act.

It is difficult to understand how
a body of representatives of the
American people could conceivably
endorse such a preposterous piece of
legislation; nevertheless, they have...-
overwhelmingly.

No longer may the airwaves be
considered public domain; even
though they intrude uninvited into
our homes, we are unable to consider

intercept .

their presence commonly shared.
The accidental tuning in of a cellular
conversation by a TV set (done
routinely) constitutes a serisvS
crime. .

This remarkable artifact of

PAC lobbying wotua be laughable if
it were not se msidious. If you are as

outrage at this arbitrary curtailment
of yuur basic freedom as we are, alert
your legislators--in no uncertain
terms--as to your concern. A sample
letter is printed below. If you are not
sure who your representatives are,
contact your local library or
newspaper, ‘or consult the January
issue of Monitoring Times.

We would like to commend
the representatives of ANARC
(Association of North American
Radio Clubs) for their tireless efforts
at bringing reason to the floor of the
House subcommittee; the officers of
RCMA (Radio Communications
Monitoring Association) for their
excellent June 1986 coverage of the
issue; Fred Maia, WSYI (Dits and
Bits...The WS5YI Report) for his
incisive reporting of the evolution of
the bill; and the other individuals
and organizations who have brought
the House Bill issue to their
constituents. ‘

[

The Honorable | ]
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 -

Dear Representative | ]z

I am writing with regard to H.R. 4952: the Electronic Communications Privacy act of

1986.

Despite the bill's good intentions, passage of H.R. 4952 will not materially reduce the
vulnerability of radio communications to unauthorized interception. Congress cannot rewrite
the laws of physics. Even the sponsors of the bill acknowledge 'that key parts of it are

unenforceable.

If I can tune in a signal in my own home, that is because that signal is intruding into my
home. To make me a criminal for detecting this intrusion is as unfair as it is absurd.

Because H.R, 4952 declares certain radio signals to be not "readily accessible to the
general public" even though they actually are, every citizen would be exposed to criminal
liabilities for receiving these "inaccessible" signals. For example, cellular phone calls can be
picked up by ordinary unmodified television sets on channels 80-83. If this bill becomes law, I
would risk six months in jail and a fine of up to $500 for willfully tuning my TV to the top of the

dial!

I urge you to amend H.R. 4952 so that radio signals which are in fact readily accessible
to the public continue to be protected under the Communications Act of 1934. This is the
only reasonable policy to follow when the method of transmission itself makes a

communication receivable by anyone.

Sincerely,
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BRING YOU ALL THE ACTION
WHEREVER YCU ARE!

~-When you need to hear the
action from wherever you are,
Regency delivers. Our portable
scanners kcep you in touch with
the local news. Whether it’s bank
hold ups, three alarm fires,
weather, business, marine radio
or aircraft calls, Regency
portables bring you the on the
scene action. While it’s
happening from where it’s
happening.

Check the local weather

MORE CHANNELS PLUS
AIRCRAFT

Regency’s most popular portable
scanner, the HX 1000, has just
been improved! The new
HX1200 has all the same
important features of its
predecessor; keyboard
programmability (no crystals are
required ), a rugged die cast
aluminum chassis, display
messages, preprogrammed
frequencies, liquid crystal
display, sealed rubber keyboard,
direct access, and priority
control. In addition, the new
HX1200 has 45 memory
channels, covers seven public
service bands plus the aircraft
band, and has a permanent
EAROM memory circuit that

L

crystal display with
programming messages, priority
control, and memory battery.
Plus, each HX2000 comes
complete with a wall charger,
belt clip, 2 antennas, and

& rechargeable Nicad batteries.

TRl LE
i - *\l.l‘
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Model HX 2000

Model HX 1200

never needs batteries. Plus a

- handy wall charger, carrying

case, belt clip, earphone, flexible
antenna and rechargeable Nicad
battery are included.

800 MHz

For those of you who live in an
area where public service
frequencies use the new 800
MHz band, Regency offers the
HX2000. It covers VHF and UHF
frequencies plus the 800 MHz
and aircraft bands. Like the
HX1200, the HX2000 is keyboard
programmable, so no crystals are
required. Other features include
a 20 channel memory, liquid

Hear the action of a three alarm fire

_______________ & L o, FEEEEN P
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tay informed during emergencies

DECIDE FOR YOURSELF.

Your Regency Scanner dealer
would be happy to give you a
demonstration of these and other
new Regency Scanners. Stop in
today. Or, write Regency
Electronics, 7707 Records St.,
Indpls., IN 46226.

Tune into aircraft and tower
transmissions

Regency Hand Held Scanners....
the choice of professionals

%ﬁ'm%
ELECTRONICS, INC.

7707 Records St.
Indianapolis, IN 46226
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The Shortwave Listener’s Digest Forum

RADIO CANADA -- AND YOU

by Bill Lenrow

If you’ve already heard the new
Shortwave Listener’s Digest Forum
program on Radio Canada Interna-
tional, you know why it’s so popular -
- and unusual. Once each month, on
the last weekend of the month,
people from all around the globe
gather in one spot to discuss their
hobby. Regular co-hosts Larry Miller
and Larry Magne make the trip by
train and car but most come by
telephone, never leaving the comfort
of their favorite armchair. And that’s
what makes the program unique.
Forum is the world’s only shortwave
hobby telephone talk show.

The program begins to take form
weeks, or even months in advance of
its airing with a spate of telephone
calls between the show’s principals,
Miller, Magne and Mc Farland. A
topic is determined, jobs assigned
and everyone goes to work. If the
discussion is on, say, jamming,
Magne (who happens to be an expert
on the subject himself) might be
assigned the task of rounding up
experts on the topic. Miller does the
background research and Mc
Farland arranges to studio time,

technicians and begins to rough out

the 22 or so minutes the program
runs.

Everyone meets in Montreal the
weekend before the show airs,
Magne and Miller taking the long
train ride from Philadelphia to
Montreal. Arriving Friday night,
there is a brief pre-pre-production
meeting (actually an excuse to shoot
the breeze over some fine Chateau
Larose-Trintaudon wine). Early the
next morning, the group reassembles
at Radio Canada International’s
studios downtown. A conference
room is reserved and after the RCI
coffee wagon makes its final stop on
the 4th floor, everyone settles in for
the pre-production meeting. This
time there is no wine. This is when
the hard work begins.

This month the topic is "What bugs
you about shortwave radio?” It’s a
topic that, given Miller’s tendency to
set the Guinness Book of World
Records for non-stop talking every
time he opens his mouth on any
shortwave-related  subject,
needs no second or third host. Larry
would do just fine on his own on this
one, thank you. An odd person, that
Larry Miller. You’re not likely to get
much out of him if you’re talking
about anything else. But mention the
word shortwave and he’s as animated
as a frog on stilts.

There is a struggle in the conference

room. And co-hosts Mc Farland and
Magne manage to subdue Miller with

really’

ARE ON THE AIR!

i L

Larry Miller, Ian McFarland and Larry Magne discuss an upcoming program in the

At i

‘.’. %:

i
S

studios of Radio Canada Intemational. Shortwave Listeners Digest is certainly one of

the most popular programs among SWL’s and with good reason.

a strategically placed rag. Quiet

returns.

"T’ll start off with the regular open”
says Ian as he takes control of the
discussion. "And then I'll ask you
two what your pet peeves are."
Magne says yes; Miller, rag still
firmly implanted in his mouth, nods
his agreement. What choice does he
have?

"I talked to Don Jensen earlier this
week," says Magne "and I think Don
will be calling in." Everyone is
impressed with the quality and
number of calls coming in to the
show. But no one is ready for the
response on Sunday morning.

Arriving at the studio just before
10:00 AM in order to accommodate
calls from overseas listeners in other
time zones, the three are surprised by
a technician who tells them, "You’ve
already gotten a mess of calls -- one
from New Zealand, one from
Bangladesh, two from Europe,
several from Canada and, God, I
don’t know how many from the
States.” It’s going to be a great show.

The biggest problem in putting
together a show like Forum 1is
determining who shall make it on the
air and who shan’t. Many times its a
tough choice, made tougher by the
fact that the show runs only 22 or so
minutes a month.

At exactly ten, the tape begins to roll.
The first caller is on the line. It’s
Andy Reid from the Ontario DX
Association. And Andy has a gripe
about the lack of organization on the
shortwave bands. "There are many

examples,” he says, "of stations
broadcasting on top of one another”

and goes on to cite some. This
touches off a mild discussion. There’s
no argument here. Anyone who has
ever listener to shortwave knows the
bands are more crowded than a 32
ounce can of anchovies.
%

The next call is in fact Don Jensen.
Don is a shortwave listener of more
years than he’d be willing to admit.
And he begins to talk about some of
the extraordinary programs he’s
heard. "I listened to the station in
Biafra during that ugly little civil
war" he says, "and as it became
apparent that its days were limited,
the station began to play, very softly,
old Negro spirituals.” Softer and
softer it went until finally, the station
-- and the country was gone.
Everyone in the studio nods silently
in agreement and everyone has
examples of momentous occasions
they have witnessed through their
receivers. There was the torment of
Radio Prague as Soviet tanks
brought an end to the Free Spring in
Czechoslovakia, including the
account of the invasion presented by
Radio Prague announcers- looking
out the station’s windows. And then
silence.

And that seems to get everyone
going. Suddenly, the topic has
changed from "What’s your gripe
about  shortwave?" to "Isn't
shortwave great!” The calls are
coming in faster than can be handled
and undoubtedly many are left
holding the phone. But in a matter of
what seems like seconds, 20 minutes
has gone by. And Ian Mc Farland,
regretfully, steps in to wrap up the
show with his traditional close: "73s,

www americanradiohistorv com

88s to the ladies and good listening."
Another Shortwave Listener’s Digest
Forum program is in the can.
.Listeners will be able to hear the
results on UTC June 28th (Saturday)
at 2030 on 7139,9555, 11945, 15325,
17820 and 17875 kHz, and again that
same day at 2130 UTC on 11945,
15150 and 17820 kHz. Additional
transmissions of Forum can be heard
on Sunday June 29 at 2300 UTC on
9755, 11710 and on Monday, June 30
at 0300, 5960, 9755 kHz. Remember,
all times are UTC.

Those attending the 1986 ANARC
Convention in-Montreal will have a
special opportunity to participate in
the Forum. During the convention,
Radio Canada International will
record a live version of the program.

Then it’s back to the phones in
August for another edition of the
Shortwave Listener’s Digest Forum on
Radio Canada International.

‘Vatican Radio
Gets Testy

Vatican Radio has initiated a test
transmission to North America in
English at 0310 UTC on 6150 kHz,
says WRTVH staffer Andy Sennitt.
Andy also reports that the station
has installed two new 250 kW
transmitters and is working on a
second rotatable antenna.

' Coming

" Netherland'’s

next month: Monitoring
Times’s- Larry Miller interviews the
host of HCIB’s popular "Saludos
Amigos"” program, Ken MacHarg. The
program, less than a year old, has
already been compared to Radio
perennially  top-rate
"Happy Station.” Is Ken MacHarg the
next Tom Meyer?
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Miller
Publishing

3 Lisa Drive, Thorndale, PA 19372 Phone: (215} 384-8944

1986 World Radio

TV Handbook
40th Anniversary Edition

The DXer's “Bible.” Contains station
names, addresses, transmitter power,
schedules, clubs, etc. 300-plus pages.
Everything you need and more — much
more. Reguiarly $19.95. Now on sale for
just $16.95

THE SANGEAN 786
THE PERFECT TRAVEL COMPANION!

Amazing! Continuous shortwave coverage from 2.3 to 26.1 MHz plus AM and FM, all in
a package the size of a paperback book! And it weighs in at under a pound. Ahandsome
little radio that's great for taking on trips or for introducing friends to the exciting world
of international radio! Uses 4 “AA" batteries or optional v adapter ($9.95). This summer,
take the world with you — or give it to a friend — with the inexpensive new Sangean
786 from Miller Publishing! Radio #S786. Adapter #S786A.

NEW PUBLICATION!

WORLD DIGEST:
YOUR MONTHLY
, GUIDE TO THE

' WORLD!

Ever wish you could enjoy — really
enjoy — some of the fascinating fea-
tures you hear on shortwave with-
out all the static and noise? Well
now you can. Every month, World
Digest brings you the best features
from international broadcasts and
publications from around the world.
World Digest. It's required reading
for anyone who wants a well-
rounded view of their world! Single
copies $2.00. Or subscribe now
through Miller Publishing and get
twelve monthly issues for the low,
low price of just $18.00 — and save
$6.00 off the newsstand pricel

12 ISSUES JUST $18.00!

EAVESDROPPER
ANTENNA

Broadcasting
Around the World

The international broadcasting textbook
for serious students of world media. Wil-
liam McCavitt gives full details on the
broadcasting practices of countries
throughout the world, including U.S.
and foreign broadcast codes. 3336
pages. Harback only. #T1206 Just
$22.95

How to Repair
Old Time Radios

The classic “how-to” book for putting
antique and old-time radio back into
like-new condition. 252 pages and tons
of illustrations. #T1230. Just 8.95

ON SALE JULY AND
AUGUST. JUST $55.00

Basic Electronics
Course

Covers fundamentals on electricity and

magnetism right through semiconduc--

tors and microelectronics. 368 pages of
the laws, circuit knowledge and com-
ponent data needed to understand to-
day’s complex electronics applications
are here in an easy-to-follow format.
#T588. Just $13.95

AM Stereo and
TV Stereo

By Stan Prentiss. The guide to the brave
new world of AM stereo and TV stereo.
Where is it going and how does it work.
Fascinating readingl 192 pp., 103 illus.
T#1932. Just $12.95

Tired of reading antenna books and building your own only to find the BBC sounding
like a rare DX catch? Plug in the Eavesdropper antennal It's completely assembled and
ready to use, constructed of heavy, 14 guage antenna wire. Includes 100 ft. of transmis-
sion line, support rope, and instructions. Just 43 feet long, it can be installed in attic or
outside. Specially tuned trap circuits bring you the best reception for whatever band
you're listening to. Peak performance on 11, 13, 16, 19, 25, 31, 41, 49 and 60 meters.

1

" Name

Secrets of
Successful QSLing

“Mr. QSL” Gerry Dexter puts his 40
years of DXing experience to work for
you in this “must have” book for QSL
collectors. Includes tips on how to QSL
successfully, tricks and techniques of
follow-up, reporting codes, little known
“pull-out-all-the-stops” techniques and
much, much more. #T551. $9.95

Great Prices,

Please send me the foliowing:

and We Pay Shipping!

Enclosed is a check or
money order for $
Checks should be made:

payable to Milier Publish-
ing and sent to 3 Lisa
Drive,
19372.

=4

Thorndaie, PA

want to get
that order
even fast-
er/

Your personal check is always
weicome at Miiler Publishing.
And no delays while we wait for
your check to clear with Tele-
check! To qualify for Telecheck
same-day shipping, simply add
youggnver's license number and
Zip state to your check

L B R Ry % 32 § § § N § ¢ 3§ K _F B B & R __J _B_.|

Address

City

State/Prov

L-_--m----.---
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HOW GREAT NEWS STORIES
ARE MADE

Scanner monitoring and the press

by Steve Douglass

It was a cold November night,
one of those nights in west Texas
when the freezing wind cuts through
you like a sharp knife. I remember
clearly the wind howling above the
house and wondering if my scanner
antennas would hold up to the strain.
I locked down the police scanner on
the main local fire channel, turned
up the volume and turned in for the
night.

At about 4 am I was awakened
by the startling mix of sirens and
voices breaking the squelch on the
scanner. "We need at least two more
companies here, Chief; this thing is
fully involved!" the scanner blared.
Two more companies--this fire has to
be a doozie! The dispatcher
announced the address as he sent out
more equipment; the fire was just
eight blocks away from me!

I jumped out of bed into my
clothes, grabbed my cameras, and
darted out the door. I could see thick
smoke and the glow of an immense
fire on the horizon--the South
Georgia shopping center was ablaze!

I pulled up just as the other fire
units were arriving. As I stepped out
into the cold air I could hear small
explosions coming from inside stores
that were blazing. I moved closer but

a blast of hot air from the fire pushed
me back. Flames were leaping into
the sky above the shopping center;
the whole area was lit with a ghastly
orange glow from the inferno.
Shielding my face from the heat

* with my cameras I quickly clicked off

several shots of two firemen battling
the fire. I framed a fire fighter using
his walkie talkie against a backdrop
of fire and snapped the shutter. The
fierce winds quickly whipped the
flames through the shopping center,
engulfing the whole complex and
making the blaze a firestorm that
could not be stopped.

The wind-whipped fire burned
through walls and into the dry
cleaners. Cleaning solvents ignited,
and strange blue-green flames
erupted into the air. I was startled to
hear yelping sounds. Surely, no one
was inside this inferno. Then I saw
the source of the anquished cry. The
fire had reached the pet shop! Those
poor animals inside were trapped in
their cages with no chance for rescue.
I decided to head into the paper with
my film.

That was the first fire 1 had
covered as a professional press

photographer. Although the blaze
was a tragedy to those involved, it
had netted me a front page color
photo of the firemen battling the

blaze.

Since then my scanners have
been an essential tool. The photo
department at the Amarillo Globe
news where I work uses two scanners
and a portable tunable monitor to
keep in touch with the goings-on in
town.

The photo department also has
two - wirephoto FAX transmitters,
one for AP and the other for UPL
Whenever a fast breaking story yields
a strong news photo of regional
interest, we send it over the
wirephoto network by telephone to
Dallas or Chicago.

The nespaper receives color
laserphotos via satellite and black
and white by landline. There are also
three IBM teletype computers for
AP news and a weather wire machine
for the latest weather reports.

The city desk uses a 50 channel
scanner to keep abreast of the latest
breaking stories and there is usually
someone within ear shot of the
scanner 24 hours a day. The police
beat reporters carry hand held
programmable scanners and the
reporters and photographers both
carry pocket pagers to dispatch them
to spot news events. The paper
formerly used two-way radios for the
staff but found pagers less expensive
to maintain and just as reliable.

When something is heard of
importance on the scanner a reporter

South Georgia shopping center goes up in flames. Investigators confiscated, then
returned these pictures for their investigation, later ruled arson. First front page photo by
Steve Douglass.

usually calls the service involved--
police, fire, etc.--to confirm a
location. The police beat reporter
then heads out and a photogr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>