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KENWOOD 
pacesetter in Amateur radio 
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R -5000 
THE high performance receiver is 
here from the leader in communica- 
tions technology -the Kenwood 
R -5000. This all -band, all mode 
receiver has superior interference 
reduction circuits, and has been 
designed with the highest perform- 
ance standards in mind. Listen 
to foreign music, news, and com- 
mentary. Tune in local police, fire, 
aircraft, weather, and other public 
service channels with the VC -20 
VHF converter. All this excitement 
and more is yours with a Kenwood 
R -5000 receiver! 

Covers 100 kHz -30 MHz in 30 
bands, with additional coverage 
from 108 -174 MHz (with VC -20 
converter installed). 
Superior dynamic range. Exclusive 
Kenwood DynaMix'" system ensures 
an honest 102 dB dynamic range. 
(14 MHz, 500 Hz bandwidth, 50 kHz 
spacing.) 
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100 memory channels. Store mode, 
frequency, antenna selection. 
Voice synthesizer option. 
Computer control option. 
Extremely stable, dual digital 
VFOs. Accurate to ±10 ppm over a 

wide temperature range. 
Kenwood's superb interference 
reduction. Optional filters further 
enhance selectivity. Dual noise 
blankers built -in. 
Direct keyboard frequency entry. 

R-2000 150 kHz -30 MHz in 30 bands 
All modes Digital VFOs tune in 50 Hz, 

500 Hz, or 5 kHz steps 10 memory channels 
Programmable scanning Dual 24 -hour digital 

clocks, with timer 3 built -in IF filters (CW filter 
optional) All mode squelch, noise blanker, RF 

attenuator, AGC switch, S meter 100/120/ 
220/240 VAC operation Record, phone jacks 

Muting terminals VC -10 optional VH F 

converter (118 -174 MHz) 

Specifications and prices are subject to change without notice or obligation. 

Versatile programmable scanning, 
with center -stop tuning. 
Choice of either high or low 
impedance antenna connections. 
Kenwood non -volatile operating 
system. Lithium battery backs up 
memories; all functions remain intact 
even after lithium cell expires. 
Power supply built -in. Optional 
DCK -2 allows DC operation. 
Selectable AGC, RF attenuator, 
record and headphone jacks, dual 
24 -hour clocks with timer, muting 
terminals, 120 /220/240 VAC 
operation. 

Optional Accessories: 
VC -20 VHF converter for 108 -174 MHz 

operation YK -88A -1 6 kHz AM filter 
YK -88S 2.4 kHz SSB filter YK -88SN 1.8 

kHz narrow SSB filter YK -880 500 Hz CW 
filter YK -88CN 270 Hz narrow filter 

DCK -2 DC power cable HS -5, HS -6, 
HS -7 headphones MB -430 mobile bracket 

SP -430 external speaker VS -1 voice 
synthesizer IF- 2320/10 -10 computer 
interface. 

More information on the R -5000 and 
R -2000 is available from Authorized 
Kenwood Dealers. 

KENWOOD 
TRIO - KENWOOD COMMUNICATIONS 
1111 West Walnut Street 
Compton, California 90220 



Senate Passes 
Electronic Privacy Act 

A Guest Editorial by Robert Horvitz 

Washington, DC --The Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee on 19 September 
19, 1986, gave unanimous approval 
to S.2575, the Electronic Communi- 
cations Privacy Act. Consideration of 
the bill took exactly 25 seconds. 

On Tuesday, September 30, 1986, the 
U.S. Senate passed the amended 
version of the Act, now attached as 
an amendment to the anti -drug- 
abuse bill. Differences in wording 
between the House and Senate 
versions must be reconciled, and an 
enormous amount of significance 
rides on the interpretation of the 
accompanying report as well. 

Senator Paul Simon (D -IL) 
introduced two amendments to the 
bill on behalf of the Association of 
North American Radio Clubs 
(ANARC). One reduces the penalty 

for a first interception with no bad 
purpose of public land mobile radio 
services (including cellular, older 
carphones and paging) to a fine of 
$500, eliminating the 6 -month jail 
term. The other eliminates criminal 
penalties for interception with no 
bad purpose of broadcast remote 
pick -up stations, but permits the 
federal government to seek court 
injunctions against interceptors, 
accompanied by a $500 civil fine. The 
Simon amendments, offered as 
compromises with those wanting 
stiffer penalties, were accepted and 
incorporated in the bill. 

In its present form, S.2575 would 
make it legal to monitor: the radio 
portion of a cordless telephone call 
or a tone -pager; any marine and 
aeronautical radio communications; 
any communication transmitted "for 

the use of the general public "; any 
amateur, CB or general mobile radio 
transmission; any governmental, law 
enforcement, civil defense, private 
land mobile, or public safety 
communications, including police 
and fire, which are "readily accessible 
to the general public." 

ANARC continues to oppose the 
bill's definition of "readily acces- 
sible" as contrary to physical reality 
in many cases. The definition also 
limits First Amendment rights in 
electronic media by making it a crime 
to receive certain communications 
on the pretext that they are 
inaccessible, when they actually are 
accessible. But given the passage, we 
prefer the Senate version as the 
lesser of two evils, and regard the 
adoption of Sen. Simon's amend- 
ments as an important victory. 

Confessions of an ANARC Basher 
I am an ANARC basher. For that I 
make nó apologies. It's my job as a 
journalist to report what I see. But, 
just as I admit to taking some strange 
pleasure in pulling the wings off this 
shortwave fly, so do I recognize its 
successes. 

Case in point is the recent work of 
Robert Horvitz (ANARC "Wood- 
pecker Project" Coordinator) and 
Richard "Terry" Colgan (out -going 
ANARC Executive Secretary) in 
fighting the Electronic Communica- 
tions Privacy Act (S.2575). 

That bill, had it passed in its worst - 
worded form, would have made it 
illegal for you to listen to certain 
parts of the radio spectrum, even if 
you innocently did so as part of 
nothing more than a hobby. There 
was even a clause about prison. 
Imagine: prison for listening to your 
radio. 

In an effort to ensure your ability to 
tune about the bands, Terry and Bob 
took it upon themselves to inform 
listeners, buttonhole legislators, and 
even make a Washington, D.C. 
appearance in order to testify first- 
hand about the potential effect of the 
bill on the radio hobbyist. The work 
done by these two gentlemen goes 
beyond a mere hobby interest in 
communications. For a period of 
time, they worked on behalf of all of 
us, giving freely of both their time 
and money to make legislators aware 
that some. of us would like the 
opportunity to listen to the radio 
without restriction and fear. 

The fact is that, because of their hard 
work, significant portions of 
ANARC- inspired wording were 
included in the bill and once again it 
is safe for you to turn on your 
scanner. 

Jack Anderson Hits Privacy Bill 
As forecast in our October 

issue, syndicated Washington colum- 
nist Jack Anderson released a 
scathing critique of the Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act of 1986 
in his September 23, 1986, column. 

Anderson quoted ANARC 
representative Robert Horvitz's 
charge that cellular telephone 
advocates are "misleading the 
public" and "misleading the 
Congress." 

One of Anderson's reporters 
related several anecdotes of 

misinformation being provided by 
the cellular industry intended to lull 
prospective users into a false sense of 
privacy. 

Anderson went on to point out 
the inherent fallacies of the bill 
which appears, at this point, to be 
quite lackluster. It would appear that 
in spite of the money donated to 
legislators to foist the bill on their 
colleagues, the Political Action 
Committees did not "PAC" a wallop! 
(Washington Post clipping submitted 
by Bill Black, Washington, DC) 
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I was thinking about Mssrs. Colgan 
and Horvitz the other day when my 
eyes fell on the membership 
certificate of one of the ANARC 
member clubs. The little yellow sheet 
has a typewritten quote on it by 
Aristotle. It reads, "There are people 
who make things happen, people who 
watch things happen, and people who 
don't know anything happened." 
Clearly, Horvitz and Colgan are 
people who make things happen. 

I feel that both Horvitz and Colgan 
deserve your applause. And coming 
from an admitted ANARC basher, 
that's quite a compliment. Gentle- 
men, take your well deserved bows. If 
there was a "Hero of the Hobby" 
medal, you guys would get it. 

Larry Miller 
Broadcast Editor 

Cover art by Owassa Graphics, Murphy, NC. 
Cover photos: Michael and Suzanne Poulos 
tell about snorkeling on the upcoming 
Curacao Group Tour. Antique radio photos: 
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Ducretet radio restored by Mike Katz; 
Photos by F.W. Chesson. 
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Belgium 
Belgium, as a shortwave broadcaster, 
is unusual in the fact that it has two 

international services. One, com- 
monly known as the BRT, is the 
external service of the Belgische 
Radio en Televisie, the radio 
network of the Dutch or "Flemish" 
community in Belgium. The other is 

RTBF Internationale, or La Voix de 
l'Amitie. The latter broadcasts in 

French and German; the former in 

Dutch, German, English and 
Spanish. The BRT is the most 
commonly heard in North America. 
But now, reports Radio Netherlands' 
Media Network, the BRT is stepping 
into the RTBF's territory by starting 
a French service. The French 
broadcasts will be heard on the 
following schedule: 

1400 -1430 on 15580, 15590 
1730 -1755 on 9905, 15515 
2030 -2055 on 5910 
1030 -1055 on (not announced) 

There is, however, a nasty side - 
effect for the English- speaking 
listener. The BRT'S English 
programs to North America are 
being shortened from 55 minutes to 
28 minutes. Says the head of the 
service, "The English programs had 
to be shortened. Twenty four hours is 

twenty four hours. We only have two 
transmitters. If we put up a program 
in French, we had to cut in half, 
actually, our English program...which 
need not be a loss in fact. Because we 

will try as much as we can not to 
change the contents nor the quality 
nor the style of program." The 
German service, which was relayed 
from the BRF in the eastern part of 
Belgium, will be doubled from 15 

minutes to 28 minutes and heard at 
0900 to 0928 UTC. The new French 
programs, will be broadcast daily 
except Sunday for 25 minutes. 
(various) 

A partial schedule of English 
broadcasts is as follows: 

1500-1528 on 
0800-0828 on 
1330-1328 on 
1630-1628 on 
1830-1828 on 
2200-2228 on 
(with SCDX) 

9880, 21810 
9880, 17595 

15580, 15590 
9905, 15515 
5910, 9905 
5910, 9905 

Burkina Faso 
Radio Burkina has registered a 

number of test frequencies for new 
transmitters in Ouagadougou. A 50 
kW transmitter will be testing on 
6045, 7230, 9515 and 11815 kHz. A 
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100 kW transmitter will be using 
17700, 17830 and 21605 kHz. 
Another 100 kW transmitter is also 
expected to be put into service. 
SCDX 

Clandestine 
The Voice of the Libyan People, a 

clandestine station hostile to the 
government of Libya, operated by 

the National Front for the Salvation 
of Libya, broadcasts in Arabic 
between 1600 and 1800 on 11975 

kHz and again from 1900 to 2100 on 
15195 kHz. The station is believed to 
be in Iraq. 

Radio Farabundo Marti, which says 

that it's broadcasting from Chalate- 
nango Province in El Salvador, now 
only broadcasts at 1830 and 2300. 

Transmissions at 0100 and 1230 are 
no longer announced or heard on 

6735 kHz. 
KO 

Costa Rica 
The new Adventist World Radio 
station in Costa Rica has been 
testing on 15460 kHz recently. When 
the station does begin regular 
programming, however, it's expected 
that English broadcasts will be heard 
between 1600 and 1800, Spanish 
from 1800 to 2200 and then a 

combination of French, Dutch, 
Papiemento and Portuguese. The 
alternate frequency, 11870 kHz, is 

expected to go on the air upon 
completion of a second transmitter. 
RNMN 

World Peace University, which, in 

cooperation with the United Nations 
University in Costa Rica, says that its 
shortwave station, called Radio for 
Peace,will be on the air by the end of 
the year. Already, says Dr. Richard 
Schneider of World Peace Univer- 
sity, the antenna tower is up and 
fundraising -- the station will be 
funded, in part, by listeners -- under 
way. Initial broadcasts over the 10 

kW facility are expected to be in 

English and Spanish. 

Dominican Republic 
The popular Caribbean music and 
talk program, This is the Caribbean, 
hosted by Rudy Espinal, will return 
to the air weekdays on Radio Clarin 
International. Because of a dispute 
with Radio Earth, which once carried 
the program, however, the name will 

be changed to This is Santo Domingo. 
Reports of the actual broadcast time 
of the program have varied widely; 
try 11700 kHz between 2300 and 
0200. Meanwhile, work on Radio 

Clarin's new antenna should shortly 
improve reception of the station in 

North America. (Jeff White) 

England 
The regular weekly program 
Assignment is back on the air at the 
BBC. Assignment focuses on topical 
issues. Assignment can be heard on 

Wednesdays at 0230, Thursdays at 
1130 and again at 1615. 

Falkland Islands 
The Falkland Islands Broadcasting 
Service usually changes frequencies 
from 2380 kHz to 3958 kHz at this 
time of the year. 

France 
France has added a frequency for its 
1600 to 1700 broadcast of Paris 
Calling Africa. In addition to 11705, 
17620 and 17795 kHz, try now also 
9860 kHz. The 11705 frequency often 
provides best reception as it is 

relayed by a station in Gabon, Africa. 

Germany, East 
Radio Berlin International has been 
testing new frequencies in English to 
the Pacific at 0545, 1115, 1230 and 
1415 on 11960 and 17705 kHz. At 
0715 and 0845, the station has been 
heard on 11960 and 21465 kHz. 
SCDX 

Guatemala 
The Adventist World Rädio station 
in Guatemala has announced that it 

has extended its transmissions to 
include broadcasts between 1100 and 

1300 on 5980 kHz. RNMN 

Indonesia 
Radio Australia reports that there is 

a new government station on the air 
from Indonesia calling itself RPKDT- 
2 on 3143 kHz heard from 8:00 am 

(1200) to 11:00 am (1500). 
(Tentative) 

Ireland 
Radio Dublin International now 
seems to have a 24 -hour a day service 

on 6910 kHz. SCDX 

Israel 
U.S. Vice President George Bush 
attended a ceremony in Jerusalem at 

which U.S. and Israeli officials signed 
an agreement allowing for the 
construction of sixteen 500 kW 
Voice of America transmitters and 
an antenna system in the Negev 
desert. Ecologists have protested the 

arrangement saying that the 200 

million dollar project may harm bird 
migration between Europe and 
Africa. 

Japan 
Radio Japan will now be heard loud 
and clear on the east coast of North 
America starting this month. 
October 1 marked the beginning of a 

transmitter swap whereby Japan will 

broadcast over the facilities of Radio 
Canada International in Sackville, 
New Brunswick. The schedule for the 
daily broadcasts is from 1430 to 1530 

with Japanese language programs at 

1430 and English at 1500 on 6120 
kHz. 

Mali 
Radio Bamako in Mali reports its 
schedule: 

0600 -0800 on 4783, 4835, 5995 
0800 -1000 on 7285, 9635, 11960 
1200 -1800 on 7285, 9635, 11960 
1800 -0000 on 4783, 4835, 5995 

Mexico 
XERMX, the international station of 
the Mexican Radio Institute, 
broadcasts daily in Spanish. During 
the .mornings, the station uses 5985 
and 11770 kHz; evenings on 9705, 
15430 and 17765 kHz. 

Morocco 
Morocco's commercial shortwave 
station, Radio Mediterranean Inter- 
national (Med -1) broadcasts in 

French and Arabic between 0600 and 
2300 on 9575 kHz. 

Netherland 
Radio Netherland's complete Eng- 
lish schedule is as follows: 

0400 -0425 on 7175, 9895 
(Middle East and East Africa) 
0530 -0625 on 6165, 9715 
(Western North America) 
0630 -0655 on 9895, 11930 
(to West Africa) 
0730 -0825 on 9630, 9715 
(to Australia/New Zealand) 
0830 -0855 on 9630 (to Australia) 
0830 -0925 on 17575, 21480 (to Asia) 
1030 -1125 on 6020, 9650 
1130 -1225 on 5955, 9715, 17605 
(to Middle East /Europe) 
1130 -1225 on 15560, 17575, 21480 
(to East and Southeast Asia) 
1430 -1525 on 5955 (to Europe) 
1630 -1725 on 6020, 15570 
(South and East Asia) 
1830 -1925 on 17605, 21685 
(North and Northwest Africa) 
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1830 -1925 on 6020, 9540 
(South and East Africa) 
1830 -1925 on 6020 (Europe) 
2030 -2125 on 9540, 9715, 9895, 
11740 (West Africa) 
0230 -0325 on 6020, 9895 
(Eastern North America) 
0230 -0325 on 6165, 9590 
(Eastern NA and Caribbean) 
(Direct -Radio Netherlands) 

Netherland Antilles 
You can hear English programming 
from Trans World Radio, Bonaire on 
the following schedule: weekdays 
from 1110 to 1255 on 11815 kHz. On 
Sundays the broadcasts are extended 
until 1332; Saturdays until 1405. The 
station can also be heard at night 
from 0300 to 0400 Tuesdays through 
Saturdays. On Sunday and Monday 
the broadcasts are extended to 0530. 
Try also for TWR Bonaire on your 
AM radio at 800 kHz. 

Norway 
As reported in Monitoring Times, 
Radio Norway has begun testing 
their powerful new transmitters from 
Sveio. Frequencies were 9610, 11840 
and 15435 kHz. Times for the tests, 
which included music and announce- 
ments asking for reception reports, 
ran variously between 1600 and 0600. 

Peru 
A new station, Radio Sensacion in 
Huancabamba, Guayabamba Pro- 
vince, Peru has been heard on 6791.2 
kHz until its 0348 sign off with the 
Peruvian national anthem. 

Philippines 
Radio Veritas says that two 50 kW 
transmitter, used to replace ones 
wrecked by Marcos loyalists in the 
February ' revolution, have been 
replaced and are now on the air. Two 
other transmitters, powerful 250 kW 
units -- one donated by the 
archdioces of Cologne, West 
Germany and the other by the West 
German government -- will be on the 
air by the end of 1987. The first 250 
kilowatt unit was donated in 1983 
but only allowed into the country a 
week before Marcos was overthrown. 

Seychelles 
FEBA in the Seychelles has begun a 
new DX program for radio hobbyists. 
The 15 minute program, called DX 
Postbag, will be aired at 0715 on 
15120 and 17795 kHz. 

South Africa 
Radio Oranje from South Africa's 
Oranje Free State can now be heard 
on shortwave. Pronounced "Or -on- 
ya" by the South Africans, the station 
has been heard in English on 6105 
kHz after 0400. Radio Oranje is a 
commercial radio station. (Wood, 
NASWA Update) 

A partial list of Radio RSA's official 
frequencies for fall includes: 

0200 -0256 on 5980, 6015, 9615 
2100 -2156 on 4810, 7270, 11775 

Tonga 
The Kingdom of Tonga in the Pacific 
can now be heard for the first time 
on shortwave. Identifying itself as 
"This is the call of the Friendly 
Islands, from station A3Zed [Z], 
Nuku'alofa, of the Tonga Broadcast- 
ing Commission." The station, which 
normally broadcasts on 1017 kHz on 
the AM band, is now using shortwave 
as a means of linking the .station, 
located in the capitol of Nuku'alofa 
to low powered transmitter on its 
northernmost islands, some 500 
miles away. The new link is powered 
by a 200 watt transmitter operating 
on 5030 kHz with standby frequency 
of 6012 kHz. Best time to try for A3Z 
relay is between 1800 and 1000 UTC. 
(RNMN) 

Turkey 
Following the news, The Voice of 
Turkey offers the following 
programs, including the return of the 
excellent Turkish Panorama on 
Sundays: 

Sundays: Culture and Art, Turkish 
Panorama 

Mondays: Attaturk 
Tuesdays: Cyprus in the Past; Music 
Wednesdays: Letterbox 
Thursdays: Turkish Economy and The 

Yesterday and Today of Turkey 
Fridays: The Turks in History and 

Turkish -Islamic Architecture 
Saturdays: Outlook, DX Comer and 

Turkish Album 

The Voice of Turkey can be heard at 
2300 and 0300 on 9560 kHz. 

Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 
Some 2,800 people work within the 
framework of the Soviet Armenian 
State Committee for Radio and 
Television broadcasts. Yerevan 
Radio transmits over eight hours of 
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programs to the Middle and Near 
East, Europe, America and to Latin 
America in Armenian, Arabic, 
English, French, Spanish, - Persian, 
and Turkish. It broadcasts a total of 
two hours and eight minutes a day to 
Armenians living in Europe, 
America and Latin America. 
(BBCMS) 

United States 
Radio Connection, the long- suffering 
radio hobby program on KCBI, 
Dallas, Texas may have disappeared 
from the airwaves. Rumors have it 
that Radio Connection may yet 
return, perhaps in a different format. 

Most of the United States returned 
to Eastern Standard Time on 
October 26. The result will be a one - 
hour difference in UTC at that time. 
For example, 0000 UTC is currently 
equal to 8:00 PM EST and 5:00 PM 

PST. Once Daylight Saving Time is 
over, 0000 UTC will equal 7:00 PM 
EST and 4:00 PM PST. Other 
countries change from DST at 
various times during September, 
October and November. These may 
or may not affect transmission times 
of various broadcasts listed in this 
magazine. 

Callsign Confusion 
In a previous article we 

accidentally identified the callsign of 
HBO pirate, "Captain Midnight" as 
K4COP; it is actually KA4WJA. 

True to form, if you're going to 
goof, you should do it well --and we 
did. K4COP is the callsign of Richard 
B. Engelman, the FCC's chief 
inspector on the case! Sorry about 
that, chief! 
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Do it yourself and save. Why pay for someone else to have all the fun? 73: 
Amateur Radio's Technical Journal publishes more easy-to-build construction pro- 
jects than any other ham magazine. Every issue is packed with simple articles that 
will put your soldering iron to work. 

Stay informed with the latest ham news. 73's monthly columns give you the 
facts you need: 

73 International -learn about foreign contests, reciprocal licensing laws_ and 
how hams operate in other parts of the world. 

New Products -find out about the latest state-of-the-art equipment. 
Reviews- comparison -shop fromrhonrt and save money. 

DX -get DXpedition updates, profiles of famous hams, and tips for beginners. 
Never Say Die- publisher Wayne Green's bold editorials are sure to give you 
something to talk about . 

Subscribe to 73 today. A full year (12 issues) is only $ 19.97. You'll save nearly 
$10.00 off the regular newsstand price. Just fill out the coupon, or cali (toll free) 

+1- (800)- 258 -5473 and charge it. 
Order 73 -ham radio never sounded so good. 
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Card # Exp. Date 
Signature 
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Address 
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RADIO EARTH 1987: 
Sm00000th Sailing Ahead 

by Larry Miller 

Curacao and some per- inquiry 
advertisements for radio magazines 
and the like to keep afloat. At one 
point, host Jeff White even organized 
what he called on -air "beg -a- thons," 
selling Radio Earth bumper stickers 
and asking for outright donations. 
The listening public was generous. 
But the fight was tough and the 
waters uncharted. 

Before long, Radio Earth left 
WRNO in a highly publicized dispute 
and once again the station was 

without a real home. Try as it could, 
it did not find a broadcaster willing 
to air its programs for some time -- 

until KCBI in Dallas, Texas came on 
the air. But KCBI's signal was less 
than desirable and with the new 
station came a new time -- Sunday 
afternoons, predicted as optimal by 

some shortwave theoreticians, but 
less than satisfactory in terms of 
actual results. The relationship was 
tenuous. KCBI was founded by a very 
conservative religious organization 
and Radio Earth was given to a 

liberal, kind of 1960s- inspired free- 
form of broadcasting -- something 
that they were proud of announcing 
at the beginning of every broadcast -- 
"We're not affiliated with any 
political or religious organization," 
they would say. And although that 
was not the reason for the tenuous 
relationship, it did dissolve until the 
point when host Jeff White abruptly 
cancelled the deal and moved the 
station to its present home, WHRI in 

Nobelsville, Indiana. This time, 
Radio Earth would survive and 
prosper. 

But White, the driving force -- or at 
least the most visible member -- of 
the Radio Earth team, had other 
ideas. Unsatisfied with the growth or 
direction of the station, he left to 
pursue plans for his own shortwave 
facility -- something Radio Earth had 
on the drawing board for some time. 
Either because of the lack of 
progress of the planned Radio Earth 
facility on Curacao or for financial or 
personal reasons, White left Radio 
Earth to start World Radio Network, 
S.A., a Dominican company based in 

St. Petersburg Beach, Florida. Today, 
WRN operates a tiny ham rig - 
powered station in Santo Domingo 
called Radio Discovery and lays 

claim to representing Radio Clarin, 
reportedly in the process of putting 
up a new antenna. 

In March of 1986, I was asked by 

White to "fill in" for a week as a 

SETTING THE STAGE 

There was a time when Radio Earth 
was the hottest thing on shortwave. 
Their daily program, called The 

World, was being heard proud, loud 
and clear over much of the United 
States, the Caribbean and South 
America, thanks to the transmitter of 
WRNO Worldwide. Radio Earth's 
host, Jeff White, nearly sparkled on 
the air, a charismatic broadcaster in 

the mold of the legendary Rudy 
Espinal of Radio Clarin, David 
Monson of Belgian Radio and Tom 
Meyer of Radio Netherlands' Happy 
Station. Their programs contained 
an interesting mix of features from 
correspondents around the world. A 

listener was as likely to hear a 

program about the oldest synagogue 
in the western hemisphere as he was 
a telephone conversation between 
White and a well -known DXer, all 

presented in a relaxed, old friends, 
"we're just sitting around in the 
livingroom" style. 

Radio Earth was the first attempt by 

a group of non -station owning 
independents in recent memory to 
attempt to crack the commercial 
shortwave market. And for a time it 

looked like they might have a chance. 

Not that the going was ever easy. 

Radio Earth first came on the air 
from a transmitter in the Dominican 
Republic, a place not known for 
either its technical competence or 
effectiveness. Local power' outages 
caused the facility to leave the air 
abruptly and even the local insect 
population seemed set against the 
broadcast, clogging the transmitter 
and forcing it off. Even when it was 

on the air, the station was not easily 

heard and was more of a DX target 
than a station for listeners, as the 
founders had hoped. 

By the time Radio Earth received an 
offer to broadcast its programs on 
WRNO Worldwide though, the on- 
air staff had honed its skills to a 

reasonable degree. That, in combina- 
tion with "The Rock of the World's" 
powerhouse signal, put near local 
quality reception into the homes of 
shortwave listeners in most of the 
U.S. But then the drama began. 

Financial difficulties plagued the 
operation, and before long, co -host 
Matthew Bell resigned to join 
WRNO. The broadcasts continued, 
with enough money coming in from 
two sponsors on the island of 
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Radio Earth staff and friends at the 1985 ANARC Convention. 

favor while he conducted some 
unspecified business in the Domini- 
can Republic. The week turned into 
two, then three and four. At the 
close of the month, prodded by my 

increasing annoyance at this new- 
found and unexpected chore, White 
announced his resignation. As I was 
already involved in International 
Radio magazine, I indicated my 

inability to become full -time host of 
the program and asked that the 
station find a replacement. 

White's departure left an enormous 
void in Radio Earth. As the station's 
"jack-of-all-trades," it was he who 
made the contacts, arranged and 
conducted interviews, did the public 
relations and produced the show. 
When I was also forced to take leave, 
it looked for a time as though the 
station might collapse. 

ENTER MIKE AND SUZANNE 

Remarkably, Radio Earth's "cat - 
with- nine -lives" luck continued. 
Evanston, Illinois, attorney Mike 
Poulos and his legal- secretary wife 

Suzanne, part of the original Radio 
earth team, were forced into the 
spotlight and onto the world's 
airwaves. Neither had any broadcast 
experience. "You have to 
remember," says Mike Poulos, "that 
when I first took over the show,. I 
thought it would be for a few days 
until Jeff returned. I was always 
involved in the business end of things 
not actual broadcasting. Of course, 
Jeff never returned to Radio Earth." 

"I remember walking into the studio, 
looking at the console and being 
terrified," continues Mike. "Then I 

decided to sit down, spin the dials 
and produce a program. After a 

while, I started to have so much fun 
doing the show that I asked Suzanne 
to co -host it with me." 

For Suzanne, the idea of co- hosting 
the program was a chance to 
recapture some of the original magic 
from the early days of Radio Earth 
"when we had a two -man show with 
Jeff and Matt Bell." 

This time, however, a remarkable 
thing happened. Not only did Radio 
Earth, in traditional form, refuse to 
die, but an amazing transformation 
began to take place. The Poulos' 
began to blossom as broadcasters. 
Mike became more causal, comfort- 
able on the air, and Suzanne, 
generally rather quiet, began to play 
a more active role in the show. 

"When you're on the air and things 
are happening right," says Suzanne, 
"you feel this extraordinary sense of 
creation. And we're being able to feel 
that now." "That," adds Mike, "is 
called momentum." 

But Radio Earth is more than just 
Mike and Suzanne Poulos. It's a 

whole cast of characters ranging 
from program producers to a full 
range of behind- the -scenes people in 
correspondence, marketing, engi- 
neering and more. "The program 
hosts are just the spokespeople for 
the whole group," says Mike. The 
result is that today, Radio Earth's 
daily program, heard at 0300 UTC on 
7400 kHz, provides a full range of 
information and entertainment. 

Has Radio Earth finally made it? 
Says Mike Poulos, "I do feel that 
shortwave has reached the point 
where it is commercially viable. 
Heck, the front page of a recent 
Advertising Age was two- thirds global 
marketing. And people in the 
advertising community are getting to 
realize that shortwave is out there. 
For now, though, we just want to 
make sure that every hour on Radio 
Earth is an exciting, entertaining 
experience for our listeners." 
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TOURING PARADISE ISLAND 

Over the past few years, Radio Earth has invited its listeners to their home 
away from home, the island of Curacao. This year, Radio Earth is having 
their third Curacao group tour, an exciting mix of travel, sightseeing and 
shortwave. "Yes," chuckles the genial Mike Poulos,- "we'll be taking 
everyone to see the three wonders of the island, Mt. Christoffel, Boca 
Tabla and the Radio Earth transmitter site." 

But Curacao is more than shortwave, although listeners often make the 
side trip to Trans World Radio in Bonaire and the Radio Netherlands and 
Deutsche Welle Caribbean relay stations. It's a wonderland of shopping, 
restaurants, and casinos, underwater parks and other sightseeing. "Our 
hotel this year is right next to the new Curacao Seaquarium" says Suzanne. 
"And, of course, there's the Christmas shopping -- it's unbelievable." 

Radio Earth organizes the tours, not as a profit- making venture, but kind 
of as an extension of their programs, which oft -times focus on the 
Caribbean. Apparently, they are successful. Many of the vacationers on 
this, their third tour, have been on all three. 

This year's Curacao tour is from December 6 to 13th. The price is $550.00 
based on double occupancy, from Kennedy Airport in New York and 
includes seven nights at the Princess Beach Hotel, breakfast included. 
Reservations are requested by November 12 and require a $100.00 deposit. 
For more information, call Mike or Suzanne Poulos at (312) 492 -9200. 

Suzanne overlooking Ft. Waakzaamhcid. 

Michael "holding up" the Queen Juliana Bridge. 
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Suzanne at Penha & Sons, the oldest building in Curacao. 
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