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Woke Up With A Monster
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Management: Ken Adamany
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Armist/Sono/Lage

1 ALL-4-ONE. | Swear (Blitzz/Atlantic/AG)
€©) ACE OF BASE. Don't Tum Around (Arista)
€ MARIAH CAREY. Anytime You Need A Friend {Columbia)
@ 10N SECADA. If You Go (SBK/EMI Records)
© TONI BRAXTON. You Mean The World To Me {LaFace/Arista)
© IANET JACKSON. Any Time, Any Place (Virgin)

7 MADONNA. I'l Remember (Maverick/Sire/WB)
@ LISALOEB & NINE STORIES. Stay (| Missed You) (RCA)
© ELTON JOHN. Can You Feel The Love Tonight (Hollywood)
O 0HN MELLENCAMP. Wild Night (Mercury)
D AEROSMITH. Crazy (Geffen)
O MALIVAH. Back & Forth (Biackground/Jive)
® COLLECTIVE SOUL. Shine (Atlantic/AG)
@ GIN BLOSSOMS. Unii | Fall Away (A&M)

15 PRINCE. The Most Beautful Gir In The World (N.P.G. Records/Belmark)
16 BIG MOUNTAIN. Baby | Love Your Way (RCA)
D) MICHAEL BOLTON. Ain't Got Nothing If You Ain't Got Love (Columbia)
18 CELINE DION. Misled (550 Music)
O SEAL. Prayer For The Dying (ZTT/Sire/WB)
€2) ERASURE. Always (Mute/Elektra)

21 COUNTING CROWS. Mr. Jones (DGC)

22 ENIGMA. Retumn To Innocence (Charisma/Virgin)
€2 ROXETTE. Sleeping In My Car (EMI Records)

24 MPEOPLE. Moving On Up (deConstruction/Epic)
€I TOAD THE WET SPROCKET. Fall Down (Columbia)

26 JOSHUA KADISON. Beautiful In My Eyes (SBK/EMI Records)
€% R. KELLY. Your Body's Calin' (Jive)

28 GENERAL PUBLIC. I'll Take You There (Epic Soundtrax)
€2 BOSTON. | Need Your Love (MCA)
€ID COUNTING CROWS. Round Here (DGC)

31 ACE OF BASE. The Sign (Avista)

32 HUEY LEWIS AND THE NEWS. (She's) Some Kind Of Wonderful (Elektra)
€3 RICHARD MARX. The Way She Loves Me (Capito)
€2 BABYFACE. When Can | See You (Epic)
€D GARTH BROOKS & KISS. Hard Luck Woman (Mercury)

36 TEVIN CAMPBELL. I'm Ready (Qwest/WB)
€% SHAL The Place Where You Belong (Gasoline Alley/MCA)
€2 STEVIE NICKS. Maybe Love Wil Change Your Mind (Modem) Atiantic/AG)
€ WARREN G. & NATE DOGG. Regulate (Death Row/Interscope/AG)
(XD MEAT PUPPETS, Backwater (London)
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W ™ Asmsi/LP

€ STONE TEMPLE PILOTS. Puple

1
2 @) WARREN G. Regulate...G Funk Era
6 @) ACE OF BASE. The Sign
3 4 BEASTIEBOYS. Ill Communication
22 € THE LION KING. Soundtrack
5 6 THE CROW. Soundtrack
7 @) COUNTING CROWS. August And Evenything After
10 @ SOUNDGARDEN. Superunknown
DEBUT 0 JOHN MELLENCAMP. Dance Naked
9 10 ABOVE THE RIM. Soundtrack

11 Q) SEAL. Sed
4 12 BOSTON. Walk On

14 (B COLLECTIVE SOUL. Hints Allegaticns And Things Left Unsaid
BENEDICTINE MONKS OF SANTO DOMINGO DE SILO. Chant

8 14
15 B SPIN DOCTORS. Tun It Upside Down
16 O AALIYAH. Age Ain't Nothing But A Number
18 D) ALL-4-ONE. Al40ne
13 18 PINK FLOYD. The Division Bell
oEBuT D KISS MY ASS - CLASSIC KISS REGROOVED Various

21 €Z) CANDLEBOX. Candebox

12 21 JIMMY BUFFETT. Fruitcakes

19 22 HEAVY D & THE BOYZ. Nuttin' But Love
23 €% GREEN DAY. Dookie

17 24 VINCE GILL. When Love Finds You

25 €I ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT. Zingaiamaduni
24 26 SMASHING PUMPKINS. Siamese Dream
26 27 TONI BRAXTON. Toni Braxton

20 28 RHKELLY. 12-Play

29 29 REALITY BITES. Soundtrack

39 €D OFFSPRING. Smash
27 31 OUTKAST. Southemplayalisticadillamuzik

DEBUT €F> HELMET. Betty

33 €D YANNI Live At The Acropolis

28 34 PATTI LABELLE. Gems

31 35 ENIGMA. The Cross Of Changes

30 36 TIM McGRAW. Not AMoment Too Soon

32 37 INDIGO GIRLS. Swamp Ophelia

35 38 JON SECADA. Heart, Soul & A Voice

37 39 CRASH TEST DUMMIES. God Shuffled His Feet
38 40 TOAD THE WET SPROCKET. Dulcinea

Retail Informarction Boegin €©On Pas

LageL

Atlantic/AG
Violator/ral

Arista
Grand Royal/Capitol

Walt Disney Records

Interscope/Atlantic/AG

DGC
AGM
Mercury

Death Row/Interscope/AG

ZTT/Sire/WB
MCA

Atlantic/AG

Angel

Epic
Blackgroundy/Jive
Blitzz/Atlantic/AG
Columbia

Mercury
Maverick/Sire/WB
Margaritaville/MCA
Uptown/MCA
Reprise

MCA Nashwille
Chrysalis/EMI Records
Virgin

LaFace/Arista

Jive

RCA

Epitaph

LaFace/Arista
Interscope/AG

Private Music

MCA

Charismay/Virgin

Curb

Epic

SBK/EMI Records
Arista

Columbia
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According to CPA George Nadel Rivin,
the combined ad revenue of local, national
network and syndicated dollars rotaled
record-breaking $1.07 billion. Overall, ra-
dio enjoyed a 12% growth in May — which
equals the year-to-dare growth. Cashing in
the biggest national increases was the East
(23%), while the Southeast had the biggest
local increase (14%) - just one percentage
above the East and Southwest. Considering
the normally robust summer months lie
ahead, 1994 may turn out to be one of ra-

dio’s all-time bests.

CoMING & GOING
ees=———————4

Bill McCown replaced Mike Murphy as
PD at WBBO Greenville... David
Duron was named VP/GM of XHRM
San Diego... Bruce “Dr.” Maims is our
at WKSE Buffalo. PD Brian Burns is
helding down the fort until a replace-
ment can be named... KZ10 Duluth
MD/mornings Rick Hamilton abruptly
left the building. PD James Baker (aka
Howard Johnson) will handle wake-ups
until new morning man Justin Case ar-
rives from KKFM Colorado Springs on
July 18. Also, nighttimers Tommy Shaw
left for WBIZ Eau Claire, Filling that va-
cancy is ex-KCHX er Eric Austin (aka
Joshua Flemming), who'll also be Pro-
motions Director. Also new to KZIO are
Michael Wilde and Jason Paige...
WAZY Lafayetre MD Jason Dean
seguied o KQCR Cedar Rapids.

FRESNO FLips
e

This week’s Market-In-Transition
Award has to go to Fresno, CA. Hot
AC KSXY just flipped to an “All Garth
Brooks, All The Time” format, which
many consider a smokescreen. Mean-
while, a handful of other stations are in
the process of changing hands or have
already done so. One popular rumor
has an Alternative or Channel X formar
popping up to fill the hole left by the
demise of KKDJ.

KFBQ Past DUE

Ee—— —- i

These aren’t the best of times for KFBQ
Cheyenne. Just days after secretly mov-
ing into new offices to evade an acrimo-
nious relationship with a former sister
station, the IRS seized its transmitter for
back taxes. What's more, "FBQ is re-
portedly seven months past due on tow-
er space rental. With all that going
down, it's not surprising to hear rumors
of PD Allan Fee finding a gig elsewhere.

4
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New Alternative in L.A. Radio

FA 101.97 Debits AAA Formar

There will be a loc of difterent fire-
works in the air on the July 4th week-
end in Los Angeles, but not all of them
will only go off ac night. Golden West
Broadcasters” FM 101.9 will debur a
new Album Alternative format on July
1 'ac 5:00 pm under the direction of
consultant Dennis Constantine.

Coming on board will be PD Mike
Morrison, fomerly of WXPN Philadel-
phia, Merilee Kelly of WBOS Boston
as MD, Robert Lyles as Promotions/
Marketing Manager, Bob Koontz as
GSM and Bill Ward as President/GM.
Other staffers include ex-KLOS/KNX-
FM’s Nicole Sandler, ex-WBCN/
WNEW Maxanne Sarrori, and two
holdovers from the former KLIT, Rich
Guzman and Marina Wilson. Addi-
tional air staffers and their exact shifts
will be announced shortly. Morning
and night shifts are still open.

Constantine described the music
mix as half-currents/recurrents and
half-Gold to reach a 30-44 targer
demo, evenly split between men and
women. He cited KLOS, KLSX and
KROQ as 101.9’s closest competitors.

A high-profile million-dollar mar-
keting campaign is expected ro trum-
pet the new arrival on buses, bill-

boards, TV spots, aerial advertising
and print. The initial campaign will
last through the end of the year. Sever-
al notable artists are expected to visit
the station during its debut weekend.

One of the more interested listen-
ers to the new FM 101.9 will be
KROQ GM Trip Reeb. “As an Alcer-
native-type station, at the very least
there will be some shared listening be-
tween them and us,” he says. “We do
expect any shared listening to come
from our older listeners.

“Burt until they come on and we
find out just how much music we share
and how much catalog they'll play, I re-
ally can’t say how we'll react,” he says.
“Ac this point, we're adopting a wait-
and-see attitude. Whact I do know
about the AAA formatc is that while
they'll play some of the music we play,
the way [an AAA station] plays that
music and how it sounds overall can be
be very different from KROQ.”

However, Reeb was quick to point
out that KROQ is ot going to ignore
the existence of the new station. “] have
all the respect in the world for Dennis
Constantine,” he says. “Wharever he
has done, he has done very well. T ex-

pect him to do the same here.”

All-4-One Dominance Continues

But “Dont Turn Around” Closes In On PPW Crown

All-4-One’s mega-hic, “I Swear,”
continued to dominate Nerwork Forty
charts as the most-played PPW song
for the seventh week in a row and the
Most Requested tune for the eighth
week in a row. However, its reign may
be nearing an end as Ace Of Base’s
“Don’t Turn Around” spins wichin
shouting distance of the top PPW spot.

Once ruling every one of Nerwork
Forty’s six regional breakouts, “I
Swear” now holds the top spot in the
Northeast, South and Northwest. Ace
Of Basc has taken the lead in the Great
Lakes, Midwest and West. The two
songs are the only ones to have broken
the 10,000 plays barrier. “I Swear”
(sull che only tune to break the 11,000
plateau with a record 11,271 spins two

weeks ago) picked up 10,746 plays last
week, while “Don’t Turn Around” in-
creased its spins to 10,270.

The breakouts point up some in-
teresting regional successes. Mariah

Carey’s “Anytime You Need A
Friend” (#3 PPW nationwide) is tn
the Top 5 everywhere but the North-

ALL-4-ONE

INSIDE THIS ISSUE...

EDITORIAL

VPIGM Gerry Cagle waxes nostalgic on the
annual rite of sumnrer known as the Poe
Convention - the unforgettable moments...
from what can be remembered. ...page 8.

CONFERENCE CALL

A photo journal of the highs and lowlights
(or is it low/ifes?) of the Poe Convention.
..page 14,

GREG THOMPSON INTERVIEW
EastWest Records’ St. VP Promotion Greg
Thompson discusses the art of successful
promotion has he helps break The Brand
New Heavies and Billy Lawrence. ...page 18.
BIN BURNERS

Detailed information on records enjoying
the biggest sales increases over the past week
— why they're selling and where. ...page 20.
THE X PAGE

The Alternarive PPW chart, with Alterna-
tive news and reviews of records primed for
Mainstream crossover as well as fucure Al-
ternative hits. ... page 28.

SHOW PREP

“Play Ir, Say It” - bio liners on Meat Pup-
pets, Aaliyah and The Offspring - and
‘Rimshots” on Swiss Army O.]. knives,
Prince “Sex Machine” Charles and monk-
mania, ...page 30.

MosT REQUESTED

A Network Forty exclusive: The hottest new
reaction records from around the oountry ~
from both Mainstream and Crossover sta-
tions. ...page 32.

PPW REGIONAL BREAKOUTS
Exclusive focused analysis of the hottest
and most-played records in six regions of
the country — as well as market-size break-

outs. ... page 48.

west and West. Janer Jackson’s “Any
Time, Any Place” (#6 nationwide) has
only broken into the Top 5 in the
Northwest and West. Aaliyah’s “Back
& Forth” (#12 nationally) is a West-
ern phenomenon. lts #4 finish is its
only regional Top-15 showing.

The singles with the most accelerac-
ed airplay come from Richard Marx,
Elton John, Seal, Aerosmith and Crash
Test Dummies. Marx’s “The Way She
Loves Me” enjoyed an almost 1,900-
spin jump, enabling it to debut on the
PPW chart ac a lofty #33. Biggest chart
movers on the Top 40 PPW list in-
clude Garth Brooks & Kiss (#44-35),
Toad The Wet Sprocket (#33-25),
Counting Crows (#38-30), Roxerre
(#29-23) and Babytace (#40-34).
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Hollywood Names Richard Leher St. VP

Renown Music Lawyer Joins Exec. VP Bob Pfeifer

Highly regarded music business at-
torney Richard Leher has joined Hol-

lywood Records as its Sr. Vice Presi-

RICHARD LEHER

dent. Leher will provide a top-notch
nuts-and-bolts business perspective to
complement Exec. VP Bob Pfeifer’s
A&R background.

One of the most respected lawyers
in the music industry, Leher has been
practicing law for over two decades,
most recently as head of the music de-
partment and Senior Partner at the
L.A. firm Mitchell, Silberberg and
Knupp. His clients over the years have
included The Rolling Stones, Pearl
Jam and Rondor Music. In his new
position, Leher will be involved in all
facets of Hollywood’s operations.

‘Richard has had many opportuni-

ties over the years to join various
record companies and [ am thrilled
that he chose Hollywood as his new
home,” states Pfeifer. “Richard has
long been a great friend and there is
no one I'd rather have on board here
as we begin the next phase of Holly-
wood Records.”

“I'm very excited to be working
with Bob and his team here at Holly-
wood,” Leher says. “We're deter
mined to create a nurturing, artist-ori-
ented environment at the label, as
well as taking an innovative and cre-
atively aggressive approach to every
aspect of our business.”

Susan Collins

Appointed Virgin

s VP A&R

Brings Publishing And A R Experience 1o Label

Susan Collins was named VP of
A&R for Virgin Records. In her new
position, she will implement the ac-
quisition and development of new
artists as well as plan and oversee up-
coming and ongoing A&R projects.

Collins comes to the label from Vir-
gin Music, where she developed the
publishing arenas for Nirvana, Stone
Temple Pilots and Steve Earle. Prior to
that, she was Manager of A&R for
Polydor Records (UK), Director of

A&R for Chrysalis Records and served
in the Talent Acquisition Department

SusaN COLLINS

of Chappe! Intersong.

“Having worked with Susan for
the past four years, | know whata
great team she and [ make,” states Kaz
Utsunomiya, Exec. VP of A&R. “One
of my first moves once I came aboard
was to bring her over, and | know
she’ll make a great addition to the tal-
ented A&R group we have here. She
has vast knowledge and appreciation
for Rock music, and 1 value her
judgement greatly.”

News Briefs

Boyz Il MeN C&D

KPWR “Power 106” Los Angeles,
as well as stations in Philadelphia,
Houston, Dallas and Orlando, have
received cease-and-desist letters from
Motown Records for playing unau-
thorized cuts from Boyz Il Men’s sec-
ond album, /7, due in September.
Three different tracks have been aired.
A Motown spokesperson charged that
many of the illegal tapes are several
generations removed from the origi-
nal, so they have poor sound quality.
ToDD’S INTERACTIVE LABEL

Soon after releasing the first interac-

tive album, Todd Rundgren and his
manager, Eric Gardner, have an
nounced the formation of Waking

Dream, the first interactive record label.
Not only will the label sign new artists,
it already has pacted with almost every
record company to release interactive
versions of their classic catalog product.

The releases will be offered in a va-
riety of formats, from CD-I and CD-
ROM to 3DO and on-line through
Time Warner’s interactive TV unit.
Distributed by Electronic Arts, Rund-
gren will have access to catalog prod-
uct from every label except those in
the Warner Music Group, which has
its own interactive unit.

Five CD-ROM and CD-I releases
are scheduled to be released by Christ-
mas; they'll also be available on the
interactive TV system Full Service

Network in Orlando. Rundgren pre-
dicts that since the system could hold
an infinite number of recordings, the
entire history of recorded music could
be available on-line within 11 years.
Waking Dream product will allow
the user to change the tempo of the
music and the volume of the specific
instruments, add other instruments
such as horns and thousands of other
variations. Rundgren’s proprietary
computer operating system will work
on all Waking Dream records. To
make the other labels’ catalog prod-
uct interactive, he’ll need access to
outtakes and alternate versions that
artists invariably record and the labels

typically keep.
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CAPITOL
I—

Steve Rosenblatt was appointed Di-
rector of Field Sales. Previously, he
was Director of Marketing for CEMA

Distribution.

COLUMBIA
]

Lisa Gottheil was appointed Manager,
Media. Previously, she was co-director
of AutoTonic, an independent public-

ity, promotion and management firm.

Eric
=

Scott Spanjich was appointed Sr. Di-
rector, Video Production. Previously,
he spent six years at Arista, where was
was Sr. Director, Video Production &

Development.

RELATED FIELDS
e ]

Suzanne Slas was promoted to Direc-
tor of Artist Development and Tom
Schmall was upped to Promotion/

Marketing Manager at Jeff McClusky

& Associates.




American Pie!
The new VP Promotions at American
Records is Danny Ostrow. Danny is
headed West to begin immediately.

O.]. Update
It’s been duplicated by many stations
since, but credit WNCI Columbus as
the first station staging a fake “chase” ala
Q.. Simpson. Station vans on freeways
with “wanted” personalities for fun and
prizes are running coast-to-coast.

-

Is the media hype over this O.]. thing
out of hand or what? With all LA. tele-
vision starions carrying every court
appearance and press conference live,
trying to get a call through when TV is
“on the Juice” is impossible.

-
The big question: When will someone
do a Dance cut sampling the famous,

I'll do anything to stay outra that

cell,” quote?
--

The final O.]. note is the Page 6 photo
this week showing full frontal nudicy of
MCA’s St. VP Promotion and Network
Forty “Publisher of the Week” {check
the masthead on page 16) as enhanced
by Time magazine.

California Is A State
Of Mind
Lots of radio shifts and moves in the
Golden State this week, including
Alternative KROQ-clone KOME San
Jose “testing” live jocks (as opposed, we
suppose, to dead ones) on-air. The sta-
tion has been without air personalities
since the switch a month ago.
--

What's going on in Fresno? Hot AC
KSXY just flipped to “K-Garth.
Several other signals are for sale or have
just been sold. Many are making formar
changes that sound suspiciously like
Top 40. Could a Muinstream be just
around the corner? And is another set
to debut Alternative since KKD]J left
the airwaves?

--
The new VP/GM at XHRM San Diego

GM is David Duran as former GM
Chuck Howard exits.

RPWs

Presented for your pleasure are Network

Rumors, HALF-TRUTHS AND OUTRIGHT LIES

Forty's exclusive Rumors Per Week,
unweighted, based on the total number
of mentions in the past seven days:

#1: The biggest rumor swirling around
the radio industry revolves around
KHKS Dallas and the open PD posi-
tion. Will John Cook be named PD?
Will Mr. Ed get the nod? One anony-
mous source within the company pre-
dicts Cook will go to Dallas for a short
stint to make sure Mr. Ed is up to
speed, then be moved to Los Angeles,
possibly in a corporate position.

--

#2: Maverick and Priority are still look-
ing to fill open promotion positions
within both companies. Some “heavy”
names have been interviewed, but so far,
no final decisions have been reached.
The main problem is that most of the
players are under contracts to other
companies. It is a sign of the 1990s that
more companies are saying “no” to
employees who want out of their con-
tracts. Several candidates for these and
other openings were recled back in by
their current employers. (Yep, those
contracts do hold up!) Look for Justin
Fontaine, who was mentioned as a can-
didate for nearly every opening, to stay
with Chaos. Ditto Bruce Reiner {with
Capitol) who credits the Tower’s cafete-
ria luncheon selections as a bonus no
other company could come close to
matching! However, one Hollywood
star was rising even before he picked up
his award at the Poe. Is an “interloper”
getting closing calls from other labels?

-
#3: In a major acquisition, look for
broadcasting companies Evergreen and
Shamrock to merge with Scott
Ginsburg as CEO.

-
#4. Has a major East Coast-based
record company made an offer o a Sr.

VP Promotions at another company? Is
the ofter being considered?

--
#5: How many companies are inter-

viewing tor West Coast national posi-
tions? At least one more major.

--
#6: What's up at Motown? Frank
Turner has left the building. Has Mark

Kargol moved in?

#7: Has MCA finally filled the San
Francisco opening? Has the company
filled it (as predicted weeks ago by the
Chrome Lizard) from within?

Used Car Salesinan?
The story of the week comes from
Utica, where the former WRCK van is
back in the hands of its rightful owner.
When new owners bought the radio
station, they didn’t realize that inde-
pendent promoter Steve Evanoff was
the legal owner of the station van.
When the station flipped formats to
Classic Rock, Evanoff was quick o
reclaim his wheels!

Poe-sers

Yes, Virginia, there is a boa, even if it
didn’t make a scheduled appearance at
the Poc convention this year. Bur hey,
buddy, a lot of other things happened.
The MCA suite won the Chrome
Lizard award for the most outrageous as
programmers and other frec-loaders
tried their hand at computer play-by-
play. More fun was the “full-suite” bas-
ketball game staged throughout the
evening. (See photo on page 14.) We
have no final score, but rumor has it
that Mark Gorlick got stuffed!

--
Did Polly Anthony’s 550 wind up with
550 awards?

--
Is ERG planning on releasing a calendar

of their acts starting with Milla and new
signee Sarah Martin?

The hotrest video at the Poe was

Sir Mix-A-Lot’s “Put ’Em On The
Glass.” If you
haven't seen this
video. call Mark
“Don’t Put 'Em
On The Glass”
Di Dia over at
American and
have him send it
to you quick.
Not only does
the video rock
but the tirle will
become the “in”
phrase of the
summer. Be sure
and ask for the
special R-rated

— By The Chrome Lizard

Radioactive
WKSE Buffalo PD Brian Burns is
doing mornings while looking for a
replacement. T&Rs in a hurry.

->-
Former WAZY Layfayete MD  Jason
Dean goes to KQCR Cedar Rapids to

take on the same duties.
--
Bill McCown, former WMMZ Gaines-

ville PD, is the new PD ar WBBO.
Mike Murphy has resigned.

--
What's up with WDCG MD Sean

Sellers? Could he be moving north?
--

Is KFBQ PD Allan Fee headed for a

Top-5 market?

Pur ’Em On The

Superhighway Glass!
The Chrome Lizard’s newest AOL pal
is WEFKS PD Rich Stevens, who turned
us on to some interesting applications.
Keep those E-mail cards and letters
coming. AOL address: “Network40.
Prodigy: “CSTA17A.” On the Internet,
it’s “Network40@delphi.com.”

Charge It

Is it true that because of the demand for
CD players and related hardware,
Circuit City has now begun offering fre-
quent-flyer miles to record promoters?

Buzz
Eric (aka Shark) Olsen... Larry Davis...
Scott Bohannon... Tom Sherman...
Sabortage...

o

A Publishing Travesty

version!
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g POE

Commentary by

Gerry Cagle

tis the only true sign that
summer is upon us. Forget
the rising mercury...the
afternoon thunderstorms...
the mini-skirts...thongs...
baseball... vacation plans
and the drop-tops moving

down the main drag. The
question that truly puts an end to spring while
marking the beginning of the dog days... the six
words that put it all into perspective... “Are you
going to the Poe?”

For nearly a quarter-century, Bobby Poe has
held his convention in Virginia. This includes his
attempts to move the thang to Atlanta. A lot of
slick operators convinced Bobby thar he should
go big-time and take his convention to a larger,
more centrally located city. They said it would be
better. Attract more people. Make more money.

They were wrong,.

The Poe just doesn’t play in convenient sur-
roundings.You can’t just drop in. You have to
want 1o go.

How did this all come about? Why are we
arguing the value of conventions? To under-
stand the phenomenon of the Bobby Poe con-
vention, you must go back in history. It just so
happens that twenty-three years ago, Bobby
decided to invite a bunch of his friends down for
a gathering.

Because that’s what it was. And that’s what it
always has been. A gathering of friends.

In the beginning, it was the Bobby Poe Con-
vention. That didn’t fit. [t became, simply, the
Poe. And it was good. It has endured the test of
time. It’s kind of like the Masters. Well,
maybe not.

Those who are quick to condemn the Poe
because “nothing is ever accomplished” should
have to file a report on the major accomplish-
ments at other conventions. Has anyone ever
stood up during the middle of a panel discussion
anywhere and said, “I understand. I have been
wrong. 1 have seen the light. I will change my
ways beginning first thing tomorrow.”

Conventions, all conventions, are more often
judged today on what they don’raccomplish. And
most don’t accomplish a lot.

Where the Poe differs from the others is that
it never promised a lot in the first place.

[t wasn’t so very long ago that there were only
two conventions a year: Gavin on the West Coast

and Poe back East. Now, it seems like there is a
convention every third week or so for something.
I mean, are we gathering next week in New York
for the New Music Convention or are we massing
for a Conclave in Minneapolis? Or is there a
video deal in Miami or that computer interaction
in Las Vegas? Maybe it’s a Dance thing in New
Jersey, or a Blues forum in Memphis or a Jazz-
athon in New Orleans.

And who is speaking at these things? President
Clinton? Tipper Gore? The head of the FCC?

Who cares?

The Poe has always been special. It wasn’t
who was speaking, but who was there. It wasn’t
who was on the panels, but who was hanging in

the halls. It was then, and it is today, a long week-

end hang with no pressure. It gave us all the time
to get to know others in the business.

Oh, there was a time when the Poe was a rite
of passage. You hadn’t grown up in radio or
records until you experienced your first Poe.

Who can forget the nude couple who
descended on the escalator at two o’clock in the
morning while being egged on to greater exhibi-
tions by a crowd of revelers? Or the time the
breakfast meetings were cancelled and the bars
opened at 7 am? What happened to the hookers
who roamed the halls and the aging beauties
in evening gowns who attended the gala
cocktail party?

And the Poe always brought out the best char-
acters. Was that Bill Drake holding court in the
bar? Buzz Bennett spending the night in the ele-
vator? John Fagor with the pig’s head? Long John
challenging somebody...anybody to a fight.

There’s Scott Shannon saying he doesn’t know
anything about ratings except how to make them
go up. Didn’t Bob Wilson get invited early in the
launch of R&R? He did have a few drinks and
tried to play guitar with a local band. I know,
because I was with him. And the ghost of John
Long lives at every Poe with sightings of a chubby
streaker chugging through the lobby with a
lighted tail of toilet paper stringing behind. Was a
winner ever determined in those fire extinguisher
Olympics? What about the MD who was found
in the grocery store, shopping in her nightgown?
And can anyone forget Jim Davenport, who
always brought an excuse from his wife allowing
him to “fool around” just a litcle?

And before you start complaining that it’s all
about the good old days, it was only last year
when two label executives got into a screaming
match in the hotel lobby, innocent comments
made in two panel discussions made headlines
(and problems for the individuals) and the boa
made his first appearance.

Long before it became fashionable, Bobly
started a golf tournament. Why? Because some
people wanted to play. That’s all it takes at the
Poe. Why are you doing that? Because someone
wanted to do that. It’s that simple.

Pretense? There’s none at the Poe. The most
egotistical radio or record person will eventually
be brought down in flames. That bar is a nasty
place for phonies, especially after midnight.

So what if Bobby nominates everybody for
everything? So does Gavin. And who wasn’t
proud when they won? Those who have given
acceptance speeches at one Poe or another read
like a Who’s Who of the radio and record
industries.

Maybe there aren’t quite as many people who
attend as before. The truth is that there aren’t as
many people in our business as before. Real peo-
ple. The Poe still draws more than those regional
or specialized deals that pop up in other places.

In a couple of years, we'll be celebrating the
25th anniversary of the Poe and many feel it may
be the last. If thac happens, I've got a feeling
we’ll miss chis convention more than any other.
We'll miss the camaraderie and the good times.
We'll miss the opportunity to make complete and
total fools of ourselves without any repercussions
because we can blame it on the Poe.

I'll certainly miss the longest running industry
poker game in history. And since I'm down a
couple of dollars, I've got only one thing to say to
those of you who want to be critical of the Poe:

Shut up and deal!' ®
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