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The Call Letter is a monthly publication
of the Northwest Vintage Radio Society, a
non-profit organization, incorporated in
the state of Oregon. Meetings of the So-
ciety are held on the second Saturday of
each month, normally, at the Buena Vista
clubhouse located at 16th and Jackson
Streets, Oregon City, Oregon. Meetings
convene at 10 o‘'clock A. M.
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POWER SUPPLY

Since our Radio Club happens to meet on St.
Valentine's Day this year, 1 thought it might
be interesting to find out bhow this day orig-
inally came about. It apparently started as an
ancient, pagan, Roman festival of love. Since
Christian priests were unable to eliminate
this pagan rite, they decided to dedicate it
to one of thelir saints whose martyrdom happened
to fall in mid February, St. Valentine. During
the 17th Century flew valenlines werec mailed.
The usual practice was to leave a handwritten
note at your sweetheart's door, knock, then
dash out of sight. Greetings weren't written at
first on cards, but on full-size paper. How-
ever in DBurope it became the custom to write
short greetings on visiting cards wbhich had
decorative borders or pictures. Irom thesec
handwritien grectings evolved our present day
Valentines. DBy the 1780's different styles of
cards were being printed in Europe. Handmade
and handwritten valentines prevailed in America
for a time, but by 1840, manufactured ones were
on the market.

The following is a recipe for a cake to be
baked in a heart-shaped tube pan.

Heart-shaped Sponge Cake

I ¢. warm water 6 eggs, separated

2 c¢c. flour % t. cream of tartar
3 t. baking powder 2 c. sugar

% t. salt I t. vanilla

Sift together flour, b. powder and salt. Beat
cgg whites with cream of tartar. Add ' cup

of the sugar. Set aside. Beat egg yolks until
blended. Add sugar and vanilla. Beat 4 to 5
min., Add dry ingredients, egg whites and warm
water. Bake in a greased and floured pan at
350° for 60 to 70 min, Irost with your favor-
ite white icing.
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Jhe Foible o,f the Philco---

Jhe ad war in the ﬁally Blurb:
"An antique radio aet”

Mra, Hontense Martin-Gloven,
At twenty thnee North Willametie.

Ae got up at seven thinty,
e was an ea/ll# nien—-—
And acooted up to that addresn,
And boy, did he surnprise 'en.
He paid the hundned fifty clama
Jon that cathednal, apiffy.
But when he went #o Line it
Hin wirdom reemed mone L?Z}
With mweat and time and expertise
Spent on thia atubborn acton,
92 growled once and apat rome tan,
TJhen bit it'A benefacton /:
He dimly raw a virion of
Jhat sweet conniving granny,

He cunned the day he bo hen sei

Jhen——————- got up off hin ,fafm.y,.//
H¥ KN KK WK KN NN
Old Proverb:

9t ir aaid that those whose speakern ane the loudent,
may have much distontion in thein amplifiera .



Radio Doings ' a5

K U S—City Dye Works Radiophone—360 Meters

Owned and Operated by the City Dye Works, Los Angeles
Tslephone Bouth 12¢

7:00 to 7:30 a.m. Daily Except Sunday Walter Camp’s Daily Dozen
12:00 to 12:30 p. m. Daily Except Sunda Concert.

2:00 to 2:30 p.m. Monday and Thursday Special Program.

4:00 to 4;30 p. m. Tuesday and Friday Code Practice.

WEDNESDAY—

7:00 to 7:30 a.m. Walter Camp'’s Daily Dozen.

12:00 te 12:30 p.m. Concert.

6100 to 6:45 p. m. Musical given bg the City Dye Works Choral Society. “PA"” OLSON
on the harmonica. MISS B!!ATRIC VANCE, Accompanist.

FRIDAY— . .
7:00 to 7:30 a.m. Waiter Camp’s Daily Doxen.
12:00 to 12:30 p. m. Concert.
6:00 to 6:48 p.m. Speclal Program given by the CHORAL SOCIETY.

Condenser Capacity

ROBERT HORWOOD

The whole theory of condenser operation is based on the simple fact that a
current cannot flow steadily through an insulator. However if a steady electro-
motive force is applied bewteen two points of an insulator a momentary flow takes
place. This flow produces a strain on the insulator, which reacts in its turn. If a
sensitive indicator is introduced into such a circuit, when the key is closed, a
sudden deflection is observed. This, however, scon drops to zero owing to the
neurtalizing affect of the reaction. When the electromotive force is reduced a
current is seen to exist in the opposite direction., This current is called displace-
ment current, and is the current which it is the purpose of the condenser to store.

The material in which clectric strain is induced is called a dielectric, and the
displacement is sometimes called a dielectric current. Displacement may be pro-
duced on the dielectric by placing same between two plates, and connectiong these
to some source of electro motive force, such as a battery. Such an arrangement
of plates is called a condenser. ' .

When the condenser is connected to a current the displacement commences.
The amount of displacement induced depends directly upon both the voltage
applied, and the kind of dielectric used. The dielectric, that is the space in which
the displacement, or dielectric current is induced need not be a tangible substance,
and is generally air, gas, or any other substance. The amount of displacement
determined in this way. For a given condenser the charge Q is found to be
directly proportional to the applied voltage B. This may be written Q=CE.
Where C is a constant for any given condenser, the value of the constant is to he
the ratio of the voltage charge, or C==Q.

C is the capacity of the condenser, and is measured in farads, or for more
practical use micro farads. These measurements were explained in a table given
in RADIO DOINGS, Vol. 2, No. 27.

The capacity of the condensers is changed as the dielectric is changed, and
as the space between the condenser plates is varied. The obvious purpose of a
condenser is to store electricity in the form of electric strain. ¥For many pur-
poses it is desirable to vary the capacity of the condenser, and for this gurpose
condensers are devised with moveable plates. As the radiation of the plates to
one another is changed, the amount of electric strain, and displacement electricity
varies. In these condensers two sets of leaves are used, one sect being moveable,
and the other fixed. Thes plats ar insulatd from each other, the insulator being
the dielectrie, and in the case of the plate condenser consists of air.

Plate condensers are not always used, and metal is not a necessary material.
Shunt condensers are made up of a number of wires, with paper being used for
the insulator, and the dielectric. Antennas are condensers, as are telephone
cables, etc. Variable condensers are calibrated so that th amount of energy
stored may be measured. R - : -
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The meeting of January 10th saw the in-
stallation of officers for 1981, with Presi-
dent Don Iverson presiding at his inaugural
and doing first rate.

It was "Variometer Day" with several mem-
bers each exhibiting a variety of makes and
styles. Joe Tompkins showed a Fada 3-tube
neutrodyne in nice condition as well as sever-
al variometers, one of which he bought at
Kress' in 1928 and used in a one tube outfit,
Somewhere along the line (Joe says) he re-
wound the variometer with taps and thus was
born the first "Tompkins Variocoupler".

Don Iverson brought several variometers
and in addition, displayed two little known
communications receivers - a 12 tube Breting
and a 9 tube Breting. The workmanship, parti-
cularly on the "12", is superb with most com-
ponents being chrome plated, in the fashion
of Scott receivers. Indications are these
were manufactured in the Los Angeles area,
probably in the mid 1930's.

Others participating in the variometer
display were Jim Mason, Bob Campbell and Art
Redman.

There was some discussion on receiving
advertising for the "Call Letter". It would
be an excellent opportunity for antiques and
collectibles dealers who handle radios and
related items to get some good exposure. Art
Redman agreed to assume the job of Advertis-
ing Manager. Art will be happy to receive
leads on prospective advertisers.

There was some informal talk a couple of
months past about display of a particular
make of radio or a certain type of equipment
at each meeting. One thought advanced at
the time was to display sets by alphabetical



name.... "A" one month, "B" the next and so
on, with parts and equipment displays inter-
spersed from time to time. For instance,

in the "A" category everyone almost auto-
matically thinks of Atwater Kent. Actually,
over the years, there were almost a hundred
sets whose names started with "A", from Abbey
to Aztec. Sounds like a pretty good idea.

As most of you probably know, KXL-AM
finally achieved 24 hour status on December
16. For countless years it had been res-
tricted to a "dawn to dusk" operation. This
meant it came on around 6 A.M. and, during
the winter months, went off the air as early
as 4:30 or 5:00 P.M. Of course, in the sumner
months they could operate till 9:00 or later.
It seems remote there would have been any
great amount of interference, since the con-
flicting frequency was a station in Atlanta,
Georgia, but that was the ruling they had to
abide by. Eventually KXL had their FM out-
let which made up somewhat for time lost on
AM, but it is a step forward now that they
can operate full time on both.

CIVILIAN RADIOS AVAILABLE AGAIN IN 1945.

As radio manufacturers caught up on the stock
pile of WWII military equipment, that was the
projected date when they hoped to start pro-
ducing again for the home front. There were
new ideas to be introduced and the need was
urgent for parts and equipment, since many
service shops were forced to salvage parts
from old sets for civilian use.

The next meeting for NWVRS will be on
Saturday, February 14 .... you guessed it,
Valentine's Day ... at the Club House. So,
Happy Valentine!



WIRELESS QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Sir John Wolf-Barry, one of Britain's
leading electrical engineers, addressed the
stockholders of the Western Telegraph Co.
in London. His speech was printed in the
Oregonian of Dec. 8, 1907 under the byline
"Difficulties in Way of Wireless Telegraph".

"After the recent statements in the news-
papers about the promised early opening for
commercial business of a wireless system of
telegraphy between Ireland and Canada, I do
not look upon any system of wireless as a
serious competitor with our cables. Some
years ago I said the same thing and nothing
has since occurred to alter my views. A%
that time the length over which wireless
messages were sent was 400 miles, but I then
said that I did not put any bounds to the
development of science and that greater dis-
tances would probably be compassed.

The fundamental difficulties and imper-
fections of wireless telegraphy remain in
the want of certainty of transmission, the
want of secrecy, and the confusion which must
occur, when numerous messages are not con-
veyed by a direct conductor such as a tele-
graph cable or land line from point to point,
but are thrown with great violence up into
the ether, into which they radiate in all dir-
ections to be disentangled and interpreted
at the other side of the globe. I am well
aware that by tuning the receiving instruments
to the wave lengths of the sending instruments
some of these difficulties of publicity and
confusion can be met to a limited extent.
Secrecy, however, is only attainable so long
as other parties abstain from tuning their
instruments to intercept the messages. It
is also evident that confusion of simultan-
eous messages in the ether can be lessened
by tuning, but here again we must remember
that the number of graduations of tuning

8



WIRELESS QUOTE - Page 2

is 1imited to an extent which seems %to me to
be quite incompatible with the requirements
of a large telegraphic business.

I believe that some 25,000 paying words
pass to and from Great Britain by cables dur-
ing a busy hour, and we know that New York
expects to receive and answer stock exchange
telegrams with London in 5 minutes. After
making all al¥Wdances for possible tuning, I
cannot but think that the confusion in the
ether will be worst confounded if any consid-
erable number of messages are attempted.

With regard to certainty of transmission,
I believe that many disturbances of the ether
by natural causes must always be encountered,
and that the longer the distances attempted
the more formidable will be the difficulties
from atmospheric or magnetic causes. Then,
again, I understand that a wireless sending
station of high power cannot, as in the case
with telegraphy by continuous cables and wires
be at the same time a receiving station or in
other words messages cannot be sent and rec-
eived simultaneously. If this is so, I fore-
see the greatest difficulties in dealing with
one of the matters which cause constant trou-
ble with any system of telegraphy - namely -
the elimination and correction of errors and
the cormmstant demand for repetition of doubt-
ful signals.

For these and other reasons, I do not look
upon a wireless system as a serious competitor
with cables...It was well said that, it the
order of discovery had been reversed and
cables had come second in point of date to a
wireless system, it would have been universal-
ly recognized that cables were a fundamental
and enormous improvement eliminating the
difficulties under which a wireless system
must labor."”

Contributed by Art Redman

9



LISTENING IN FROM KINGDOM COME

Sam R. Kimball, an aged San Fernandino Valley rancher, has placed an order with ¢ Los

Angeles undertaker for a twelve hundred dollar steel coffin equipped with a radio receiver.

Through it he expects lo be able to hear what is going on 1n the world after he dies, being con-
vinced, he says, that the soul lingers near the body until the day of judgment.

K

FROM "POPULAR RADIO", OCTOBER, 1925

Hope he had "lifetime" batteries! (Ed.)

Contributed by Dick Karman

[O



LETTERS

In this month's letter, Joey Tompkins dis-
cusses the value of our club to him, particular-
ly the fellowship of the meetings. ILet's all
try to attend and show we really support the
club.

Dear Jim:

Finds of the month were not much for me,
fell into a nice Stromberg Carlson console,
with the usual class they always had. A good
buy for 15 bucks: it is nice to have.

Here I am in the basement wandering around
picking up stuff and sweeping the place out,
and I got to thinking. Our club has been good
to me; I met a swell bunch of fellows, friends
that I never would have met any other way. It's
meant a lot to me. The trip there each month
was the highlite of my monthly events. I often
wonder what I would have done for something to
do after retiring from a life of exciting act-
ivities a few years ago.

So many good things have been made possible
from the club. I learned a bunch from those
who knew so much more than I did, and this is
so importamt. I think our club would be even
better if all of us would take a moment to ask
ourselves what would I be doing if there were
no club in my radio collecting. The thrill
would not be nearly as great to find a rare set
with no one to show it to and do a lot of brag-

ging.

In the club, I get great pleasure in writing
to members a long way off: there's Eugene Bor-
deaux in New Jersey, a prince of a guy I never
met; Joe Warburton of Brownsville, Texas, a

(cont next page)
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real hustler. Mr. L. 0. Evans of West Monroe,
Ia. There are others who phone sometimes - all

darn good guys.

These are the things in the club that are
good for me, and when a fella gets to be 72,
everything just has to be up. 01d radios help
a lot and the club helps me in this way. Then
there is the Power Supply who are so good with
the goodies. And so now, I've said it - let's
help pore ole Jim with the bulletin each month.
Let's all be helpful - this is what life's all

about.

Joey

# # # # # # i

Picking up on Hugh's suggestion for the
monthly display, let's see what unusual makes
of radios beginning with"A" we can bring to
the February meeting.

# # # # A # i

A reminder: Members who have not renewed
their membership by the coming meeting will
be dropped from the Call Letter mailing list,
and not included in the 1981 club membership

listing. So, let's get those dues in - no
increase this year: %12.50 regular and $10.00

associate membership.

M
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- T.J.

You never can fault the freebiea given by nel-
ativea on. gndanes! Ant Y?edmafﬂ wiiiden %/1@6 /Leywa/i
given three rudioa [)y those who knew he wasr inten-
eated in coLLec&ﬂg. A co-wonrken gave him an Airline
Seneen-gnid necvr.; mod 31 (haan't been lucky in
making it play ye/t/ A counin gave him an uncleh
odd communications necvn. An WA AR 136, Jhe moat in-
teneating of hir nadios came from the estate of a fam-
dy tniend, Oniginally Art bought the aet fon 31.50
Zrom a Goodwill atonre in 1962 and re-sold it for a
w/wppi,n' ¥3.50, He told my father 9 could have it back
when he passed on. He played thin Brunmwick mod. 5 KRO
fon 18 geana utild the time of hir death atl the age
o,f &§7. Jhin nadio stidl wonks !

Dick Howard got an item that many might pasa by: An
R(A interstage tranaformen, in oniginal box, unusred
and in {ine cond; the date of manufacture? 1922 on
1921,  Jhathy rather a none item, 9'd say.

C/Ludz Kiblern would Like someone o /J/’u'p him a ret in
good e to put in hir ship-arhaped care, in onden
Zo complete a aupen A/LL[)—/L/L(L/)QCZ aet in aenviceable
and Aa,tu,ﬁaciony show condition, P.5. he doean’t the
name on model munber. Ask an odd Navy operaton ( ed)

Zo/m /%Conne,u acquired tuwo mone of the multi-tube ;,j.o[M
e collects, in t/%fj){swzm of a {0 tube StewartHannen
corz/w[e in fain shape. Alro a Zenith 12 tube (1937)

LU/LLC/?. neea’/i Aome. won/a aféd_().

im Maron found a ceramic rhevstat {old 42531@/ with

aocket attached, all mounted on alate bare ! a;(,ng,
with an K drum Spha. # F-44, an electro-dynamic 40b.
yijn £ia /Jug;led on how to hook these two itema tag,eiﬁm
10 necetve /(.(/j(f. /4/19 ideas ?

Dont /J)/?e,t the books, periodicals , and printed
0

/ufu,f a vintage nature when PAANLNG Your OLe!
editon of any finds. Jhey ane offen veny valuable.

/13
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m Rea R a ot Py
itoxes Fomnstayy .

“That reminds me. when are you going
to repair the oscillator on the radio?”

RADIO TERM ILLUSTRATED -

~ Suggested by: '
L. B. Vantrease,
- Anatone, Wash.

- TAaam
T BeAvEN,

A Solid Ground Connection



F D SFrimtnen...

/by THE PROE

In netrnospect, about 50 years ago, certain impontant
cflangeA wene ta/?in.g /)[ace_ in electronic ant. 94 wan in
the midat of a great depresrion and with thia in mind
you are neady fon the Z:/J,owing, queationa ,Znue oA not.

[, Variable mu tubes and pentodes wenejockeying fon a
"/J./.ac:e in the aun” with older acneen gnid and iriode

tgpe/i.

2. Brunawick Radio (o. /J.L'gﬂea( an agreement with 5ong
of Japan to manufaciure nadio parta and asremblien fon

eln new pmabwpe Senien o,f radion.

3. Jhe populan "Caxf/lec/ﬁa,é"o vintage {ame wm;on' .
a,uy /Le/ég/[:jtea( Lo ar a N/”&'ﬁ/gefﬁ. 9 )[ A OnLQAn

4, TJhe Langmui;c tube pqiejlt wan walidated éy the (1.5,

Supreme( ourt. t/uuiena&ng, nineteen yean L battl
q;ﬁimze‘_c the ’§ene/La,[ (fieci/z,%c /M;. eCo.;y by D%e,ig 7?(12—
L (o

(o

5. Jhe famoun Philco 0" chasnin, mlp. Linat in (931,
wan 0,{ ened in three cabinet choicen.

6. Radio atation K G W, of Portland wasr forced to move
'y tranamitting fowens three miles on account of
Local rtatic.

EE N & S

Lart month's 9Q tuee on false anawern are ar followa:
. Jrue 2. Jnue 3 Jnue 4, Jalre

5. Falre 6, Jalare!( although there ane aome who
will doubt the statement ! )

E e =

A vintage nadio buff and hir money are aoon parted.
{ Poon Richarda Almanac,)
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SWAP SHOP

FOR SALE OR
TRADE

FOR SALE

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

Trade 9 tube Breting short
wave receiver. Offer?
Don Iverson, Ph: 286-1144

Original club logo silk
screen (for jackets) $25
R. C. Campbell, 2175 S. E.
Pine, Hillsboro, OR 97123
Ph: 648-7331

1. Most often needed 1939
Radio Diagrams Vol 2, by
Beitman

2. Sams Photofact TR-17 Tape
Recorder Manual. C. R. Kib-
ler, 25555 N.E. Glass Rd.
Aurora, OR 97002 Ph: 678-5066

Rider's Vol. 1

Robert Teague, 7522 S. . Roots
Rd., Milwaukee OR Q7222 Ph;
655-0077

Two vernier dials
Joe Tompkins, 3796 Hulsey Ave.
Salem, OR Ph: 362-8071

Sparton Model 69 chassis onl¥,
in repairable condition. Will
purchase or trade for???

Ed Charman, Ph: 654-7387 or
243-4409

Collectors willing to trade ra-
dio repair knowledge for tapes
of "old time radio shows"

Dick Karman, 2515 NE 37th, Port-
land, OR 97212 Ph; 288-1285

0ld tubes, crystal sets, spark

gap parts. Don Iverson, Ph:
286-1144





