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Station 8MK of the Detroit News makes its initial broadcast on August 20, 1920. The station (now WWJ) 
was the world's first to air programs on a daily, scheduled basis. 

(The Oetroit News) 



2 

~--.----!WI 

~~ ~\ neRTQlVE~T ~A 
\0· VJRTltGE MDJe 

CALL 
LETTERS 

Table of Contents 
3- FEBRUARY 
4- ATMOSPHERICA by Tom James 
6- MEETING MINUT~S by Hugh Ranken 
7- MAKE A DATE 

10- DATES TO REMEMBER calendar 
11- OLD TIME RADIO from Jim Mason 
12- PAGES FROM THE PAST . 

from Art Redman 
13- OLE' by Tom James 
14- YESTERDAY by Tom James 
16- SWAP SHOP want ads 

The CALL LEITER is published 
monthly bytbe Northwest Vintage Radio 
Society, a non-profit organization in­
corporated in the state of Oregon. 
Addressallconbibutionsand/orco~ 

respondence to: 
CALL LEITER Editor 

P.O. Box 02379' 
Port1an~ OR 97202 



February 
Meetin 

DATE: February 12th 
TIME: 10:30 am 

PLACE: Buena Vista Clubhouse 
ADDRESS: 16th & Jackson Streets 

Oregon City, Oregon 

Befo~e the meeting: Come early and see 
a display of Magazine advertising of 
radios from the vintage years. There 
will be photographic enlargements of 
over 100 pages primarily from the pages 
of the National Geographics. 

During The Meeting: Bring your entries 
for the "name the club radio contest". 
The Power Supply will do the preliminary 
judging and the membership will vote on 
the top 5 selected. Bring all your ideas. 
A good deal has been arranged for getting 
your own Club Jacket. The now traditional 
club jacket. bearing the club logo on the 
back has been made available for only­
$13.50. You can afford one for yourself 
and one for your wife. We will need to 
order 15 to get this exceptional deal. 
Come and buy two ( their small) I 
Don Copeland will give those members who 
wish to have an NVRS name tag made an op­
portunity to order them at the meeting. 

The day after the meeting: Hailey's Flea 
Market at the Oregon State Fair Grounds 
in Salem will feature vintage radios and 
phonographs. Joe Tompkins plans to have 
a table and the "just loooking" is real 
fine too I 





JA MAC PRODUCTS 

Speaker Re-Conl ng 
All Makes 

8600 N.E. Sandy Blvd 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

Ed itor' s Note: 

Show your appreciation to our 
advertisers. Patronize their shops 
and tell them you appreciate their 
continued support. 

5 



Meeting Minutes 
The regular monthly 

meeting of NWVRS was held 
at the Buena Vista Club 
House on Saturday, Jan­
uary 8, 1983. Outgoing 
President Bill De Vey 
opened the meeting, then 
turned the gavel over to 

newly elected President Jerry Talbott. 
Minutes of the meeting of December 11 were 
read and approved. The Treasurer's re­
port was presented and approved. 

GOOD & WELFARE: Nothing to report. 
Visitors and guests were introduced. 

OLD BUSINESS: President Jerry Talbott 
on behalf of all members, thanked the 
Power Supply for the excellent Christmas 
party following our meeting of December 
11th. Doug Eggert expressed his thanks 
for the honorarium extended him by the 
Club in recognition of his work in print­
ing the monthly Call Letter. ' 

Don Copeland will take care of 
ordering badges for those who desire them 

(and Bob Campbell is pursuing the possi­
bility of securing speakers for some of 
our meetings. The selection of a name 
for the Club Radio was set ahead since 
few were prepared to offer a name sug­
gestion at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS: Jerry Talbott sug­
gested that members take pictures of 
their collections which could then be 

. used at some future meeting as a "Show 
'n Tell". Jerry says "be sure and make 
yourself known when visiting our adver­
tisers .•. only in this way can they 
know if their ad is helping them". 

Joe Tompkins urged those who wish 
to sell at the February Flea Market to 



Meeting Minutes 

make table arrangements with the market as 
soon as possible. That's in Salem. 

Dick Howard reported on an estate col­
lection of radios and parts. Any members 
interested in buying may contact Dick and 
he will arrange with the person in charge 
to show the collection. 

Jerry Talbott presented leads on some 
radios offered at the Banner Flea Market 
in Vancouver. 

Bob Campbell reported on a slide show 
depicting the history of Crosley, which is 
available for a rental fee of $80.00. 

The "Show 'n Tell" for February will 
be early transistor radios, those dating 
to about 1948. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 A.M. 

Hugh Ranken, 
Secretary 

Plan to attend the club tour of 
the KGW studios and broadcast 
facilities on February 22. The 
tour was arranged by President 
Jerry Talbott and reservations 
have been made for fifteen of 
us to attend. 

SO MAKE A DATE !! 
Contact Jerry as soon as possible 
to reserve your place -649-6717. 
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WANTED: 
Old Toys, 

Radios 
& Tubes 

503-77.1-1066 
or 

503-667-8876 

5901 S.E. Foster Rd. 

Specialists 
in 

Toys 
& 

Radios 

Portland, OR Mon.-Sat. 11-5 
b • • • + • • • • • • + • t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



Cascade 
Surplus 

Electronics 
~,,~ Phone ~,~ 
~n~ [503]285-0832 4n~ 

Store Hours: Friday and Saturday 10,00 A.M. To 6,00 P.M. 

VISA-

Sunday Noon To 4,00 P.M. 

8221 North Denver Avenue 
~ORTLAND, ORE. ?7217 

GARY W. STELLER, OWlfER 

'w 
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I Old Tinte Radio 
SID SAYS 

From all indications, Portland has gone 
"broadcast crazy." Slightly more than a year 
ago there were only three broadcast stations­
KGW, KFJR, and KFEC--located here. Then came 
KTBR, which was followed soon after by KFIF, 
KQP (now operating as KOIN), KFWV. 

All of these stations came into being with­
in a few months of each other, and now we hear 
we are to have two additional stations, one being 
one of the highest powered stations in the count­
ry, having a capacity of 10,000 watts or ten 
times the power of KGW. the other station will 
be of 100 watts power and will start operating 
in about two weeks. 

I don't know whether fans will take favorably 
to the addition of these two stations on account 
of the number now operating; however, they are 
coming and that's that. The new high power stat-, 
ion is a chain station, broadcasting progra.rps 
simultaneously with stations in Spokane, Seattle, 
San Francisco, and Los Angeles. The studio is to 
be located in the downtown district with the 
transmitting plant on the edge of the city at 
Buckley and East Glisan streets. The program 
will go from the station to the power plant by 
means of direct wires, the same as is being used 
by KOIN. This will be a considerable help, in­
sofar as causing interference is concerned; how­
ever, with the excessive power they are planning 
on using, this location may and may not solve the 
problem of being able to eliminate this station 
and receive other local or distant stations. 

The wave band this new station will use has 
not yet been made public. It is understood that 
it will be around 400 meters. If such is the 
case, dozens of stations operating within this 
range will not be heard after this station 
starts operating. On the other hand, if this 
station will put on the kind of programs that 

(continued on page 15) 1\ 
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Pages frOlll Past 
1922 Radio Sets To Be Junk In 1932 

Radio science will have advanced to such 
an extent in the next ten years that the app­
aratus now in use will than be practically 
worthless, Guglielmo Marconi declared while 
on his recent visit to this country. 

The inventor said that the Marconi wireless 
station at New Brunswick has been practically 
rebuilt three times at a cost of three million 
dollars wi thin the last ten years. Mr. Marconi. 
is at present paying more attention to experi­
ments with short radio waves than the longer 
ones. He said this had been found more adapted 
in transmitting code messages than the human 
voice across short distances on land or bet­
ween shins close together at sea. 

"It islteyond the power of man to picture 
what man will be doing with the thunderbolt 
in radio work in the next ten years," he said. 

Marconi also said that wireless speeded up 
for sending two hundred "lOrds a -minute is a 
possibility in the immediate future. 

From Science and Invention Magazine for 
September, 1922. Page~66. 
Oontributed by Art Redman 

### 



.. 

@IJ! by 
1.J. _.--------------------

Coilec:Li.ng. haA ~wed f!.'A!- a bil :thiA mordh. due no 
CLoubt:. i:.o baa we.a.i:hVt. 11 tew f}ood..LeA iwtned up :tAo. 

Jim (f}a/.Lon: II (f}effeAA i:.ube, compLei..e will clip/l. II 
fine IImpLex /I (JJ'U7l(}/l0ni.c /teceiJ.;Vt PaJdJ..ff 
w.i.Aed{ p,/tObabLff a /te-w.i.Ae job nevVt com 
pLei..ed). II fRo p/teciAwn waveme;le/t, p;/t 
mea/.LwUnf} p/teciAwn waVe/l. §.7? lIuci[o 
O/lcJ.1a£o/t, i..ncLud..Lnf}:the i:.unJ..nfj P;.Ilko 
II YeAaCO loop ani:.enna. 7>h.ilio '7Juil:.Vt/4f! 

/tadi..o. lin oLd. /li:.!fLe fJ/ eAto n lJ. [. v oLtme;lVt. 
lJi..ck !lowa/td: lin 7?(1I 117?-IJOO/teceiVVt, maJlkea 'Wodi 

fJ/ i..de '({J .i.AeLe/l/l on :the f;wni:. panel. 

JeNtff Jolboli: 5 ervJi 6//2 unu/lual ~aped!l.aM:.i.c /lei.., 
/te/lembLin9: black /lue.amline locomowe. 
NaLLonaL 1947 SIB ~/d wave /le;l will 
acCeAAo/tff i..u.ni..nf) me;lVt i.n. mai.ch.i..nf} Ca/le • 

WaJ.lv- K ellv-: lJG{f-Jan 5106 0 { (f)- 7 wLth. i:.ube/l and mOU/le 
hoU/le ( [eM. moU/le) 

Joe Jompki.n./l: Would Li.ke to know about:. 4 i:.ube K iJ..boWtne 
ana [LaM. wi /lOW oak cabi.n.ei.., :two d..LaU, 
one vaAiome;lVt and one i:.uni.n.9- conden/lVt. 
dae/l anff one have :the /lki.n.nff on i:AiA one? 

Joe WaA..bwd.on: OWl. Jexa/l a/l/lociaJ.e came up wilh. a nice 
w-'tile-lf-p i.n. hiA. local new/lp.GfVt, :the B/tOwn/l-

" " ville f{e;uzjd. Nice1tJ dane Joe. (:thiA makeA 
about:. hall, a da~en ot OWl.. membeAA who have 
maae ilte'"61.uAiJ/l ' i.n. IllLppo/d ot OWl.. hobbff) 

Jom JQfTle/l: II n.ic-e model // JempLe exponeni..i.al reakVt 
• 1. I f!1 .... f! f!:J. • .uz. a me;c(L(.. anJ1lTl Ca/le, -u- /teq;uAe new 

p'ain:t and ~ clo:th, but:. iA a/l gpod a 
6aJ.ancea cvunaiwLe 9pe a/l !) have Io/t dealt 
WLaLihI 

Jim (f}a/.Lon: IIddenda to above Jim' /l f!i-!uM J iA;,a book 
pubLiAh.ed bff Scien:tipc.llmfVl-.ican, i.n. 1922 
about:. ervr1ff /tac/..Lo/l. 

Jha;t' /l about:. it:. p;/t now, /l0 lonf) P;l.k/l---

13 
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(continued from pa~pll) 

will please the listeners, and not the ueual 
type, those that displease the fans, all is will. 
It is something to hope for that chain programs 
will be of the best quality obtainable, due to the 
fact that programs of this type east a great deal 
of money to put over. The toll lune charges are 
heavy, likewise the cost of operating stations of 
high power. As this station will not start oper­
ating before the first of the year, all we can do 
is wai t and hope for the best. 'fhis station is 
owned by the Western Broadcasting company, with 
headquarters in Seattle. One thing which grates 
us greatly is the fact that all contracts for con­
struction and installation of this station, its 
buildings and material, are being ~iven Seattle 
firms. Portland merely being the location used 
for serving their purpose as a station point. 
Not so good. 

The other station of 100 watts power is being 
installed by H. B. Reed, builder and first owner 
of KQP. Reed bought this station from a Tacoma 
concern who are now usin~ the old KGW transmitter. 
Reed will use 374 meters. Nothing definite has 
been given out as to where his station will be 
located or the type of programs he will give out. 

It is very evident that listeners will have to 
be cont~nted with listening to local stations, 
providing all the nine stations Portland will 
have are on the air at the same time. If the 
programs offered are good, no one will object; 
if they are not--there will be thousands of dis­
satisfied fans. One thing is certain, Portland 
will have to have one silent night a week to per­
mit listeners-in hearing distant stations. 

by Sid Goodwin, Radio Editor 
from THE POR'l'LAND TELEGRAlVl, October 21, 1926 

Is 



SWAP SHOP 

WANTED: Rider's Vol. 1; 116; murad MA-15 
schematics for the Ware type T 
Nuetrodyne; Wurlitzer 661 Sound 
System and Case 80 (US Electric Co). 

Larry Callahan, 2725 NE Pinkington Ave 
Corvallis, Oregon 97330 

FOR SALE: New RCA round picture tube -- #25.00 
Jerry Talbott, 649-6717 or wk 627-1675 

FOR SALE: Western Air Patrol Model 6-M3T 
Atwater Kent Model 53 

Dave Brown 692-6150 

WANTED: ARC-3, ARC-4, ARC-5, RU-16, BC-AR-231 
Receiver, Transmitters, Dynamotor Units, 
Modulators, Rack, Control Boxes, Plug in 
coils for RU-16 Receiver. 

Karl Whitchurch 654-1713 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Hallicrafter S-37 Reciever 
Karl Whitchurch 654-1713 

WANTED: Old Tubes, Iron Toys, Old and/or Odd 
electrical items . 

Don Iverson 286-1144 

FOR SALE: Radio Parts, Radio Books, Tubes and Etc. 
Don Iverson 286-1144 

WANTED: Allied Radio Shack AX-190 Receiver 
Bob Campbell 2137 SE Pine Street 

Hillsboro, OREGON 97123 
648-7331 


