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T h e  N o r t h w e s t  
V i n t a g e  R a d i o  S o c i e t y  

Post Office Box 82379 
Portland, Oregon 97282-0379 

The Northwest Vintage Radio Society is a non-profit historical society 
incorporated in the State of Oregon. Since 1974 the Society has been dedicated 
to the preservation and enjoyment of “Vintage radio” and wireless equipment. 

Membership in the Society is open to all who are actively interested in 
historic preservation. The dues are $25.00 for domestic membership, due on 
January 1st of each year (prorated quarterly). 

The Call Letter has been a monthly publication since 1974. It was originated 
with the founder, Bob Bilbie, and our first president, Harley Perkins. Through 
several editors and with the assistance of numerous society members, the Call 
Letter has continued to be a publication that informs members of the society’s 
business and that supports the hobby of collecting, preserving, and restoring 
vintage radios. 

Society meetings are held the second Saturday of each month at the 
Abernethy Grange Hall at 15745 S. Harley Ave. in Oregon City, Oregon. They 
convene at or about 10 AM for the purpose of displaying radios, conducting 
Society business, and exchanging information. Guests are welcome at all 
Society meetings and functions (except board meetings). 

Other Society functions include guest speakers, 
auctions, radio shows, and radio sales which are 
advertised in the Call Letter and are held in and around 
Portland. 

With each issue of the Call Letter, we remember 
Jim Mason, a charter member of the society who 
remained active until his death in 1999.  A generous 
bequest from Jim's estate ensures the vitality of the 
Northwest Vintage Radio Society, and continued 
publication of the Call Letter. 

 
Society Officers for 2012: 

 
President     Mark Moore (503)286-5224 mark@pdxhistory.com 
Vice-President       Mike McCrow (503)730-4639 tranny53@frontier.com 
Treasurer            Cliff Tuttle (503)666-7005 kiptuttle@comcast.net 
Recording Secy Charlie Kent (503)281-9335 radiogallerykent@qwestoffice.net 
Corresponding Sec’y   Jim Harper (503)538-8738 JLHarperclan@aol.com 
Board member at large  Dick Bixler (503) 690-2557 rf2af@comcast.net 
Call Letter Editor      Tony Hauser (503)438-0297 abhauser@aol.com 
Librarian             Robert Robinson (503) 255-3585srrobins@comcast.net
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The next meeting is June 9, 2012 
 Our Show & Sale is May 12, 2012 

Visit our web site at http://nwvrs.com 
and on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/northwest-vintage-radio-society 
 

Next Call Letter deadline: May 26, 2012 

The Call Letter is the official publication of the Northwest Vintage Radio Society. Circulation is limited to the 
membership and guests of the Society. The Society is not responsible for the material contributed for publication, 
nor the quality, timeliness, or accuracy of the items or services offered for sale in the SWAP SHOP. By common 
agreement of the board of directors, the buyer assumes all responsibility for the satisfaction of any transaction. 
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From The Editor 
by Call Letter editor, Tony Hauser 

 
A busy month deserves a very full edition of The Call Letter. 
 
As we all know, the month of May signals the return of our Spring 

sale in Aurora.  This is surely not one to miss due to the addition of a 
special auction of the Tom & Marie Spence radio collection.  The 
proceeds of the auction benefit the Society.  See Mark Moore’s message 
about this generous donation from The Spence’s in this month’s issue 
and don’t forget to bring along some extra cash for the auctions! 

 
This issue also includes minutes from both the monthly meeting and 

the latest Board of Directors meeting.  Our own Sid Saul has 
contributed a brief addition to his most recent WRNO repair article. 

 
Our VP, Mike McCrow, has been busy of late.  He has completed 

the calendar of monthly Tech Talk features for the remainder of 2012 
and has also submitted the rules for our new radio restoration 
competition.  The entrants will be competing for the new Don Iverson 
trophy. 

 
Sadly, Dick Bixler reports that Don’s widow, Florence Iverson, has 

just passed away on April 24th.  Those Society members who knew her 
well knew her as a loving and supportive spouse and mother. 

 
Keep in mind that our next monthly meeting in Oregon City is not 

until June due to the May swap meet in Aurora.  One last note; our 
Society will need someone to volunteer as Treasurer as soon as possible.  
Cliff Tuttle has announced a need for his replacement as soon as June of 
this year.  If you have any interest in filling this vital position, please 
contact Cliff or Mark Moore. 

 
Remember, the dial stops here. 
 
Tony 
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N W V R S  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
by Recording Secretary, Charlie Kent 
  
President Mark Moore called the April 14, 2012 meeting of the NWVRS 
to order at 10:00 a.m.  New member Tom Filler and guest Rick Martini 
were introduced.  The minutes of the March meeting as published in 
The Call Letter were approved as presented. 
 
Leads and Needs 
Charlie Kent needs more information on a 1905-1913 Western Electric 
3-pin 201A tube. 
Jack Honeycutt needs a tube caddy. 
Jack Honeycutt needs advice on how to obtain a model number for a 
Silvertone console. 
Bob Walters needs a grill cloth. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Cliff Tuttle gave a Treasurer’s Report stating our financial position. 
 
Club Correspondence 
James Harper shared the Federal Way Amateur Radio Club is having a 
pancake breakfast.  Find out more from their website at http://fwarc.org.  
James also noted we can advertise our Swap Meet/Sale for free on the 
Radio Attic website. 
 
Merchandise 
Ten members signed up for name badges which will de delivered at the 
Swap Meet/Sale.  Polo shirts and hats will also be available for pur-
chase at the May event. 
 
Tech Committee 
Rules for the Don Iverson Restoration Award Contest scheduled for No-
vember 10, 2012 will be available by the June meeting. 
 
Website / Social Media Committee 
The Committee will be meeting again on Saturday, May 5, 2012. 
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Old Business 
The Memorial Service for Mike Parker will be on Saturday, April 28 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon at Antique Power Land Truck Museum. 
 
Swap Meet/Sale 
Flyers are available for printing by members on our website.  A new 
layout of the tables upstairs allows for two extra tables.  All the tables, 
both upstairs and downstairs, are sold for the May 12 event in Aurora.  
Set up is Friday night from 4:00-7:00 pm.  Set up continues Saturday 
morning beginning at 7:00 am, with the public opening at 9:00 am.  The 
official hours of the Swap Meet/Sale are 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.   
 
Announcements 
There will be no meeting next month as we’ll be at the NWVRS Swap 
Meet/Sale in Aurora.  
 
The annual Trash Bash will be held at 8:30 am before the June 9 meet-
ing.  Bring your radio-related and electronic items to the trailer in the 
parking lot that is being furnished by the club.  No CRTs please!  
 
Monthly Feature 
Members displayed and talked about radios and equipment with tun-
ing-eye tubes. 
June’s Monthly Feature will be ‘Wildcard (anything) Radios’. 
 
Esteban Mendoza gave a presentation on restoring plastic radio cabinets. 
At our next meeting on June 9, Craig Adams will talk about the ear-
ly days of Portland Radio. 
 
As a courtesy to others, if you receive a cell phone call during the meet-
ing or Tech presentation, please immediately leave the building before 
answering your call. 
 
Sixty-two were in attendance.  The meeting was adjourned. 
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N W V R S  B O D  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
by Recording Secretary, Charlie Kent 
 

Northwest Vintage Radio Society 
Board Meeting 
April 11, 2012 

 
In attendance:  Mark Moore, Mike McCrow, Charlie Kent, James Har-
per, and Dick Bixler.  Excused:  Cliff Tuttle 
 
The Board of the NWVRS was called to order by President Mark Moore 
at the Mall 205 Elmer’s Pancake House at 6:30 pm.  The minutes of the 
February 8, 2012 meeting were approved. 
 
Financial Report:  No report was presented as Treasurer Cliff Tuttle 
was an excused absence.  The club is seeking applicants for a new 
Treasurer.  We currently have 128 paying NWVRS members. 
 
Club Correspondence and Promotions:  We are looking into linking 
our club with internet websites and organizations to promote our club 
and advertise our semi-annual Swap/Sale. 
 
Reports from Standing Committees:  Call Letter suggestions were 
discussed, including a color photo for the cover each month.  Placing 
the date of the upcoming meeting at the bottom of the Call Letter cover 
was decided to be added. 
 
The May Swap/Sale will have additional Oregonian advertising.  [Since 
the meeting radio items have been offered to the club and a special auc-
tion during the Swap/Sale will take place of these items.] 
 
Our club Website needs updating with new photos.  A member applica-
tion to NWVRS was decided to be added to our website.  It was deter-
mined a meeting would be scheduled for last April/early May to discuss 
these website matters with committee members and website master Pat 
Kagi. 
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A vendor for club Name Badges has been found and names will be so-
licited at the April meeting. 
 
Monthly presentations are scheduled as:     

• Craig Adams – Early days of Portland Radio, June 
• Liles Garcia – Building power supplies to power battery radios, 

July 
• George Kirkwood – Unusual radios, August 
• Esteban Mendoza – Wood cabinet restoration, September 

 
A Tech Committee report on the Don Iverson Restoration Award an-
nounced five judges will mediate with one alternate judge being Mike 
McCrow.  Rules and additional items will be discussed at a meeting in 
May that is to be scheduled. 
 
New Business 
A financial audit will be scheduled for later in 2012. 
 
The next meeting will be on June 6, 2012.  The meeting was adjourned.  
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N W V R S  C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  
 Most of the hamfest and ham swap meet information comes 

from: PNW Hamfair web page at www.n7cfo.com/amJradio/hf/hf.htm 

May 12 NWVRS Spring Swap/Sale at Aurora American Legion 
Hall, Aurora, Oregon. 

May 12 Stanwood Camano Amateur Radio Club Hamfest, 
Stanwood Middle School, Stanwood, WA.  This is an 
ARRL sanctioned event.  Contact Vic, N7KRE 
(360)387-7705)    nwecop@tgi.net .  http://www.scarc
wa.org 

June 1-3 Sea-Pac Hamfest. Seaside Convention Center, Seaside, 
Oregon. This is an ARRL sanctioned event. 
ai9q@arrl.net  . www.seapac.org/  

June 8-10 43rd Annual Wenatchee Hamfest.  Apple City ARC. 
Dryden Gun Club.  Dryden, WA.  This is an ARRL 
sanctioned event.  Contact Jim, W7JBP at 
shultzjims@aol.com  or Judy, at ka7zna@msn.com  for 
information. http://www.qsl.net/w7td/  . 

June 9 NWVRS monthly meeting 10 am; tailgate swap 8:30. 

July 14 NWVRS monthly meeting 10 am; tailgate swap 8:30. 

July 21 Coos County Radio Club Hamfest and Swap-
meet.  North Bend, Oregon. This is an ARRL sanc-
tioned event.  zane.albertson@gmail.com 

July 28 Chehalis Valley ARS 13th Annual Swap.  Lewis 
County Fairgrounds.  Contact John Ellingson, 
K7OSK.  k7osk@boatanchor.com .  http://www.cvars.o
rg/ 

August 11 NWVRS monthly meeting 10 am; tailgate swap 8:30. 
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F r o m  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  
by Mark Moore 
 
Greetings to our members,  
 
You all know that May and October are our favorite radio months. This 
year, we have some exciting news about our first Sale and Show of the 
year on Saturday May 12 at the American Legion Hall in Aurora. The 
Sale opens at 9:00 am and at 1:00 pm, we will have a Giant Radio Auc-
tion. One of our former members and his wife, Thomas and Marie 
Spence, have donated their entire collection of radios and related gear 
from the 1920s, 30s and 40s to the NWVRS. They would like to see all 
of our members have a fair and equal chance at bidding on these radios. 
All proceeds will go to the Club. 
 
There are over 45 items, many in excellent condition, there are others in 
good condition needing repairs. There is a rare 1940s Bakelite art deco 
Lamp Radio. There are 13 table model radios represented by Arvin, At-
water Kent, Emerson, Gilfillan, Packard Bell, Philco, RCA Victor, Unit-
ed Motors (Delco), Wards and Zenith. There are eight consoles including 
an Atwater Kent 72, a rare Capehart AM-SW-FM-Phono Highboy (pho-
no missing), a GE Radio-Phono-Recorder, a General Motors Queen 
Anne, two Philcos and two RCA Victor R15s. There are eight table 
model speakers and horns: Atwater Kent, Peerless, Radiola and RCA are 
represented.  
 
In addition, there is a Seeburg Symphonia Jukebox, made in the 1930s. It 
was the world's first light up jukebox and perhaps the most iconic juke-
box ever produced. There is a Crystal Set made by Kilbourne & Clark 
Mfg. Co. of Seattle with Brandes Headphones. There is a Heathkit RF 
Signal Generator and some miscellaneous items and parts as well. All 
items sold as-is. No guarantees or refunds. 
 
You won’t want to miss this very rare opportunity to bid individually on 
these extraordinary radios and related gear. Former President Dick Bixler 
will handle the auctioneering chores, but don’t expect Dick to lift or haul 
any radios (doctor’s orders). Our regular auction of items donated by our 
sellers will follow this special auction. Make plans now to attend our 
Show, Sale and Auction. I look forward to seeing you there.  
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Don’t forget, Portland Radio Historian Craig Adams will talk about 
Portland’s early radio days at our next regular meeting at the Abernathy 
Grange Hall on June 9. Let me know if you have any questions or topics 
for him to cover. 
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As you know, our 2012 Spring Radio Sale is coming up at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall in Historic Aurora, OR on May 12 from 9 am to 3 
pm. We will hold an Auction at 1:00 pm of approximately 50 items in-
cluding antique radios and related gear from the 1920s, 30s and 40s. 
Prominent Portland collectors and former members, Tom & Marie 
Spence, donated their collection of radios and miscellaneous gear to the 
NWVRS to help fund our educational activities. Their wish was that 
everyone should have a fair and equal chance to bid on these items. The 
items will be sold individually at auction to the highest bidder. All items 
offered as is, some items in non-working condition. View some of the 
items and look for more information at: www.nwvrs.com 
 
Help spread the word. I hope to see you there. 
 
Mark 
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F r o m  T h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
by Mike McCrow 

 
In memory of a true craftsman, our Society is having a radio restoration  
competition. 
 
At the November 10th regular meeting, the Don Iverson trophy shall be 
awarded to the best example of craftsmanship in radio restoration. The 
tech. committee to preside over the competition includes Sonny Clutter, 
Blake Dietze, George Kirkwood, Esteban Mendoza, and Dave Wise. 
Your humble Vice President acting as alternate.  
 
Here are the rules as approved by the tech. committee: 
1. Restoration to have been started no earlier than November 1st 2011. 
2. Restoration to be performed by contestant only. Reproduction items 
such as dial lenses, dial faces, knobs, radio backs, etc. are allowed. 
3. Contestants should have before and during pictures of the radio. Also a  
written explanation of what was done to the radio electronically. 
4. A tech. committee of five judges and one alternate shall preside over 
the competition. 
5. Entries shall be judged on: 
   a. Cosmetic restoration and authenticity. 
   b. Electronic restoration and how it plays. 
6. Each judge shall rate each entry on a 1-10 scale with 10 being the best  
possible for each category. The radio that receives the highest total will 
be declared the winner. 
7. If a judge is entered in the contest he or she can not vote on their own  
radio. The alternate will take their place.  
8. The alternate judges score will decide the winner in the event of a tie.  
 
Let's make this a fun competition! Start getting your projects ready, No-
vember will be here sooner than you think.  
 
See you in May! 
 
Mike  
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N W V R S  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  T e c h  
T a l k  C a l e n d a r  
by Mike McCrow 
 

June 9 The Early Days of Portland Radio.  Guest speaker: 
Craig Adams 

July 14 Building Power Supplies for Battery Radios.  Guest 
speaker: Liles Garcia 

August 11 Unusal Radios: Two-tube Superheterodynes.  Guest 
speaker: George Kirkwood 

September 8 Wood Radio Cabinet Restoration.  Guest speaker: 
Esteban Mendoza 

 

 

F r o m  T h e  B e n c h  o f  W R N O        
by Sid Saul 

One Hot Signal Source 
 

     As you may recall from last month’s, From the Bench, we were 
looking at a low volume complaint from a typical ac/dc radio.  After our 
repair of the wrong value plate load resistor and returning the radio to 
service, we now have a no-sound complaint.  It is time to make a quick 
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assumption.  With the radio plugged in and all the tubes a-glow, the 
audio section working yes or no.  Sounds like a Christmas poem! 
 
There is a neat trick that can help answer this question.  Our plugged-in 
soldering iron is a good 60 cycle signal source, putting it within hearing 
range and the volume control an easy place to identify a working audio 
circuit.  There are three terminals grouped together on the control.  
The high side being furthest from the chassis grounded end.  Turning 
the volume control up, then touching the iron to the high side of the con-
trol, a loud 60 cycle growl from the speaker should be heard.  
 
If yes, we pretty much have confirmed that the dead radio complaint is 
not located in the audio section.  If not heard, we move the hot iron to 
the grid terminal of the power tube, in this case pin 5 of the 50L6.  A 
growl should also be heard from the speaker, but less loudly than before. 
Why less?  We are only amplifying with the power tube instead of both 
the first audio and power tubes.  If no sound comes through, the prob-
lem is in this stage.  Replace the tube with a known good tube and try 
again.  If no sound, we measure both voltages and resistance on this 
stage.  The negative voltage lead is connected to common negative.  
This is easy to locate, as it is always the negative side of the filter caps.  
 
The positive lead checks the 50L6 terminals for normal voltages found 
from our schematic or tube manual.  The checks here would include 
cathode, plate, screen and control grid voltage. Incorrect values would 
steer us to nearby component failures. 
 
Of course the output transformer or speaker may be the problem.  A 
rule out test of the audio transformer and speaker is made with our old 
analog (digital will not do) ohmmeter.  Unplugging the radio and plac-
ing the ohm scale on Rx1 or Rx10. Locate the primary side of the output 
transformer.  The wires are sometimes red and blue.  Touching the 
meter leads to the ends of these wires will produce a scratchy sound in 
the speaker.  If yes, we can assume the transformer-speaker is not the 
cause of our no-sound complaint. 
Special thanks to Blake Dietze for hosting our Wed Radio Night Out 
meetings and providing radio hobbyists a place to grow.  See you next 
time.   
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A p r i l  M e e t i n g  D i s p l a y  
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S w a p  S h o p  
FOR SALE: Thousands of tubes, hundreds of radio parts, panels, meters, 

surplus, etc. R5-D3 electronic surplus, Bob Lee, 9770 S.E. Stanley Ave., 
Milwaukie, OR 97222, (503) 513-0410 

FOR SALE: ***Vast majority of my collection of 20+years.  20’s to 70’s; 
Catalin, plastic, wood, metal; console, table, portable; modern; tube, 
transistor, hybrid; buy 10 items and get a 25% discount!  Contact me 
with your needs/wants.  Tony Hauser, abhauser@aol.com 

WANTED: ****50’s & 60’s VM & BSR record changers.  Also, a speaker for 
an A-K model 42 that fits into a Pooley cabinet.  Can pick up items at the 
May swap meet.  Homer J. “Jim” Myers, Walla Walla, WA, 509-525-6264 

WANTED: **Hi fellow members of The Northwest Vintage Radio Society, I 
am in need of one or two 12A8 tubes.  If you would check/recommend for 
one I would appreciate it.  Many Thanks!  Raymond Holland, 6015 NW 
Perthshire Rd, Vancouver, WA 98663-1175, 360 695-6349, (C) 360 
989-5981. 

WANTED:  **lid for Atwater Kent model 37.  Antique Radio Classified from 
1986-1987.  Dan Howard strains@msn.com,  

Leads and Needs 
Questions about restoration of vintage radio? Visit Radiolaguy’s web site 

often for this information plus lots of other interesting displays, photos, virtual 
museum plus lots of other information on vintage radio and television. Oh, yes, 
there are items for sale as well and NVRS members get a substantial discount on 
most of these items. Thank You, Sonny the Radiola Guy 
Visit my vintage radio web site: http://www.radiolaguy.com 
NEED: **VTVM (Vacuum Tube Volt Meter).  Prefer an Eico 232, or one of 

the RCA Voltohmyst (Junior, Senior, etc.).  Maybe you have something 
similar that would work.  I will only be using it for alignment of old AM 
radios.  It must be in good condition, functioning properly (calibrated), and 
have all the original or necessary probes.  A complete owners manual 
would be nice but, would not be absolutely necessary.  I believe they are 
available from BAMA.  Contact me at rebaf5450@hotmail.com or call me 
at 541-997-1601. If you have any questions, please contact me. Thank you, 
Joseph Faber, 173 Florentine Ave,  

LEAD: **A friend has the need to sell two radios:  1)Philco model 48-1290 
Push button am/fm/sw  w/phonograph  Console  (Dark color) pretty nice 
cabinet.  Tubes 7af7,6au6,6z6zt,6so76T,7f7,7e7, 6ba6, 6va6, 7fa, 7a7.  
2)Airline  Model 84KR 2723A  am/fm  auto record changer     (pretty 
rough cabinet) blond color.  Tubes  6sk7, 6sa7, 6sk7, 6sq7, 6v6gt, 5y36t.   
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S w a p  S h o p  ( c o n t . )  
Anyone interested???  Doug Sattergren. 503-665-1716 
 

Radio Service 
These members have indicated they are willing to perform radio repairs: 
Roger Brown – (503) 693-6089 
Bruce Baur - (503)-708-4537, brucebaur@comcast.net  
Blake Dietze – (360) 944-7172, wb6jhj@ix.netcom.com 
Jack Doyle – (503) 305-8097 
Pat Hickman – (503) 887-9015 Web: www.classictubeaudio.com 

 Email: phickman@comcast.net 
Jim Myers – (509) 525-6264 
Todd Ommert – (503) 246-4141 Web: www.burlingame-radio.com 

 Email: burltv@msn.com 
Tony Ranft – (360) 944-8489 or walterranft@hotmail.com – General repairs. 
Dave Wise – (503) 648-0897, david_wise@phoenix.com 
If you are willing to repair radios, give your name, phone and/or e-mail, and 

any comments to the Call Letter editor. 
The Northwest Vintage Radio Society is not responsible in any disputes 

arising from services provided by members listed here. By common agreement 
of the board of directors, the buyer assumes all responsibility for the satisfaction 
of any transaction. 
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