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BOOK TWENTY-ONE CHAPTER ONE DECEMBER 1994-JANUARY 1995

Hello, Out There in Radioland!

THANK YOU. Thank you very much.

This issue of the Nostalgia Digest and Radio (Guide marks the completion of
our 20th year of publication.

We'd like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to every subscriber
on our list. Your support keeps this magazine rolling off the presses and helps our
efforts to bring old time radio shows to our listeners. We are extremely grateful. We
- also very much appreciate the efforts of those who are columnists and regular
contributors to these pages.

THE COVER PHOTO for this first issue of our 21st year spotlights Kate
Smith, the "songbird of the south." You can hear Kate's 1944 Christmas Eve broad-
cast on Those Were The Days Saturday, December 17.

WE WERE NOT ABLE to bring together all that was required to offer an
old time radio event in November as planned for the Museum of Broadcast Commu-
nications. But we can promise that we'll have a special radio event this coming
spring. We'll keep you posted.

, IN THE MEANTIME, please accept our best wishes to you and your
family for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with good old

memories.
Thanks for listening. —Chuck Schaden
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Ken Alexander
Remembers . ..

Christmas Trees

Christmas trees these days are set up in
many living rooms and decorated and
lighted a week or more before Christmas.
This may have been the case also in the
1930s and “40s. but in our houschold and
many others, the tree didn’t make its debut
until Christmas morning.

Our tree was delivered, along with the
presents, on Christmas Eve by Santa Claus,
and 1t waus Santa who trimmed the tree.

Thus, on Christmas moming, when the
children tumbled out of bed and dashed
into the putlor o discover what Santa had
brought them. they would see the tree, in
all its splendor, for the first time. If the
tree had already been up for several days,
the cffect on Christmas morning would
have been anticlimactic.

As a matter of fact. as | later learned. it
was the man of the house. not Santa
Claus. who brought in the tree. He would
go out on some pretext on Christmas Eve
and return with the tree, which he would
hide in the garage or on the back porch or
in the basement.

According 1o legend, my maternal
grandfather would announce on Christ-
mas Eve that he was going out to getl a
haircut. (My grandmother was in on the
subterfuge; she knew he was going to buy
the tree.)

When Grandpa returned. Grandma
would inquire, in the presence of the chil-
dren. whether the barber had given him a
good haircut. (This was her way ol asking
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whether Grandpa had been successful in
buying an attractive tree.)

When Grandpa had answered that ycs.
the barber had given him a good haircut.
Grandma would follow up the question by
asking. “Did he bawl some?” (This was
her way of asking whether the tree was a
balsaum. The kids were none the wiser.)

I never had a hand in decorating our
tree until 1 was old encugh to realize that
the task was performed not by Sunta
Claus, but by the family.

Beftore the first ornanient was hung, the
tree had to be sct up. and that was no
mean task. (We're talking about a natural
tree here: the artificial Christmas tree had
yet (o be developed.)

In the first place, the tree was found to
be a bit toa tall for the ceiling. Dad would
then go to the basement and return with a
handsaw. with which he would lop a tew
inches of height [rom the tree - either
from the op or from the bottom. depend-
ing on the configuration of the branches.




Next. the stand would have to be
adjusted so that the trunk would appear
from all directions to be vertical.

After this had been accomplished. we
would notice that the branches on onc side
of the tree were a bit sparse. We couldn’t
have that side facing into the room. We
couldn’t have it facing the window. cither.

Some amateur tree surgery was indi-
cated. Down to the basement Dad would
g0 again, returning this time with a push
drill. He would saw 4 couple of branches
oftf the full side of the tree, drill a couple
of holes in the trunk on the sparsce side.
and stick the branches into the holes.

Now that we had a fairly symmetrical
tree, the trimming could begin. But first, the
butt end of the tree had 1o be immersed in a
vessel of water. (Needles were beginning to
fall alrcady.) Some people advocated
putting a bit of sugar into the water: others
thought an aspirin tablet should be used.

Most ol the ormnaments in those days
were made of very thin, opaque glass,
thinner than the glass that light bulbs are
made of. Most ol the ornaments were of a
crimson, dark blue, dark
green, silver, or gold. They were so shiny
that you could see your rellection in them.

These iridescent balls come in about
three sizes. as 1 recall; the largest was
about {our inches in diameter. They were
beautiful objects, and. like many things of
beauty. they were very fragile. 1 acciden-
tally broke several of them by dropping
them on the IToor. The most fragile were
the largest ones, which would very likely
break even when dropped on a rug.

When one of these ornaments broke, it
made a popping sound like that of a light
bulb when it breaks. And it didn’t just
break-—-it shattered.

Besides the round glass ornanents, we
had a few ornaments of celfuloid in other
shapes: an angel. a swan. a baskct. a liulde
house. There were also a couple of bells
made ot a thin metal, and. of course. a star,
which was placed at the top of the tree.

solid color:

Some families would make a garland of
popcorn threaded on a string, and wind
the string around the tree. Children might
split a walnut in half, cat the nutmeat, glue
the halves of the shel] together, paint the
shell with a bright water color, and insert
4 bit ol wire for a hanger, thus creating an
ornament.

Peppermint candy canes also made
attractive ornaments. and they didn’t need
to have hangers attached.

Some manulacturers called it Angel
Hair, some called it Silver Rain, and still
others called it Icicles. What it was, was
tinsel — long, thin strips ol metal foil
which many lamilies used to give the tree
an added glitter.

There were two ways of applying linscl
to a tree. Once could carctully drape each
strand over a branch so that it hung
straight down. like an icicle. Or, one could
stand back a couple of feet and Loss the
tinscl at the (ree. a few pieces at a time.
allowing it to land where it might.

The first method lent the tree a neater
appearance; the sccond gave the (ree a
more casual air, but it took much less time.
liach mcthod had its proponents. Which
was the proper way? This was the subject
of many a running {ricndly family dispute.

More than anything clse, of course, the
lights are what give a Christmay tree its
warmth and its magical aura.

My parents used to tell ot Christmas
tracs of their childhood. very early in the
century, which were adorned with lighted
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CHRISTMAS TREES

candles. What a fire hazard that must have
been! I wonder how many tragic fires at
Christmastime were caused by a candle
igniting a dry tree.

The first Christmas twee lights in my
recollection were slightly smaller, and
more poeinted. thun the standard bulbs
used today. The lights on each string were
comiected in series: this meant that the
clectric current had to {low through cach
bulb, one aller the other. Thus, when the
{ilament in one of the bulbs broke - - - that
is. when one of the bulbs burncd out —
the continuity would be interrupted, and
all the lights on the string would go dark.

Considerable time was spent. during
the holidays, replacing burncd-out bulbs.
The replacenient of a bulb took only a few
seconds: the time was consumed in deter-
mining which of the bulbs had burned out.

One way was (o take a sparc bulb which
was known (o be good. and place it in the
first soucket of the string that was out. If
the string still didn't light. you would
know that the bulb you had just replaced
was not the dead one. You would then use
that bulb to replace the next one on the
string. You would keep doing this until the
string lit up: then you would discard the
last bulb you had replaced — that was the
dead one.

This system worked if there was only
one burncd-out bulb on the string. [t there
was more then ene. you were in trouble.

Sometimes, instead of screwing a bulb
mto each socket. the man of the house
would stick the tip of a small screwdriver
into cach socket so that it touched both
contacts. [If the string lit up. he would
know that that socket was the one which
had held the dead bulb. This method. of
course. was dangerous, and was not ree-
ommended.

Here, too, if there was more than one dead
bulb involved, the system wouldn’t work.

The best method of locating a burncd-
out bulb was to remove one of the bulbs
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from a string which was lighted, and use
the resulting empty socket to test each of
the bulbs in the string that was out,

If there happened to be no sparc bulbs
on hand. you could wad up a piece of
tinsel, place it in the socket, and screw the
dead bulb in on top of it. Then, with the
exception of the dead bulb, the string would
light up. This measure, too, would ror have
been approved by the underwriters.

Some time in the "40 - [ belicve il was
after the war—a revolution occurred in
Christmas tree lighting. A new system
was ntroduced in which 110-volt bulbs
were used and connected in parallel: that
is. cuch socket had its own pair ot wires
branching out from the string. Thus. i a
bulb burned out. the rest of the bulbs
would continue to burn.

Why hadn’t somebody thought of that
before?

Then cane the tiny bulbs which we
used to call Italian hights, as many as 35 or
50 on a string. Like the other Christmas
tree lights, these came in colors, but some-
times we'll see a tree outdoors lestooned
with nothing but white ones.

While I was working as an office boy ina
downtown office in the late *40s, one day in
mid-December the office manager gave me
sonic money from petty cash and sent me
out to buy a Chnistmas tree for the oftice. |
found a lot around Randolph and Jefferson
where (rees were being sold. There 1
selected a tree which [ thought would be
suitable and purchased it for $1.50.

When I returned to the office with the
tree, the staff gathered around to see what
I had bought. The boss’s secrctary asked
me how much [ had paid for the tree, und
I told her.
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“You pard a dollar and a half for that?”
the seerctary shneked.

The file clerk chimed in: “The guy
must’ve seen you comin’, Kenny.”

“You call that a tree?” said onc of the
draftsmen. “That’s not a tree. That's a
branch.”

My {celings were hurt. [ had been sent
by the oftice manager 10 buy a tree, and |
had bought one. 1 had used my best judg-
ment. The price was $1.50. and I puid
$1.50. I hud been hired as an office boy.
not as a purchasing agent.

Later. T lcarned that the office crew bad
merely been to get a rise out of me. In
that, they had succeeded. Just as it was
customary to have a Christmas tree in the
office. so Il was a custom to tease the
office boy who had bought (he wree.

All of us have scen elaborate Christmas
displays in front yards. Often. the center-
plece 18 an evergreen growing on the lawn.
For the rest of the year, it's just an ever-
green. but in mid-December it becomes a
Christimas tree. Enough of these displays.,
especially on a night when the ground is
white with snow, can turn a neighborhoad
into a magical lairyland.

In the old days, all Christmas trees were
natural trees. Nowadays. many of the trees
arc artificial. You can buy an artiticial blue
spruce or Norway pine or any kind you
wanl. Although these lack the fragrance of
a conifer, they look like the real thing,
they don’t shed needles, and they needn’t
be disposed of after New Year's.

Glass ornaments are still sold, but the
stores are now also selling ornaments with
a satiny finish which are much less fragile
than the glass,

The lights, 1oo. have changed. The
bulbs arc not only a different type from
those of the 1930s: they also do more than
mercly glow. You can buy a string of
lights that will dance. chasce, fade in and
out, or do all those tricks in sequence.

Basically, though, the Christmas (rees
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of today look pretty much like those of the
"30s.

During the holiday season, Christmas
trees can be seen everywhere—in oftices, in
stores, in banks. in barber shops, in lobbics
of office buildings. in restaurants.
Thousands of families have lunch every
year under the great wtree in the Walnut
Room of Marshall Field's State Street store.
no matter how long the wait for a table.

Then there is the tree in Grant Park, and
the one on the Daley Center Plaza. The
ornaments and lights on these trees may
number in the thousands. These are spec-
tacular Christinas trees.

1 think that the best ol all the Christinas
trees is the one in your own home. And 1
think that the best time o enjoy it is on
one of the quiet evenings between
Christmas and New Year's. Then. the
shopping, the wrapping, the mailing, the
baking. the unwrapping, the ovh-ing, the
aah-ing, and most of the activities that
make the scason such a busy time are
done with. and you're able to spend some
time alone with your thoughts.

On onc of these evenings, with carols
playing softly. it can be most pleasant to
bask in the serene glow of the colored
lights as you contemplate the tree, and
eftertain sweet memorics of Christmascs
long past. ]
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Fictional characters with fincly uncd
attributes ol skill and danng have been a pait
of American culture for the past six decades.
Jungle Jim was one of these heroes.

Alex Raymond, a well-known comic
strip artist for King Features Syndicate,
created the character of Jungle Jim in
January, 1934 as a companion strip Lo
Buck Rogers. Both were placed in the
Comic Weekly sccuon of the Hearst
Sunday newspapers in fitteen cities coast
1o coast, with an estimated circulation of
over 10 mitlion readers.

The Adventures of Jungle Jim might
have remained just another good comic
strip had it not been for the merchandising
departments within the Hearst and King
Features organizations. They needed a
new comic strip and radio program to
compete with both Flash Gordon and
Tarzan in an cxpanding media market for
adventure drama in thc mid-1930’s.

Jungle Jim Bradicy, the new action
hero. was pictured in the comic strip as a
tall, dark handsome and muscular adven-
turcr. His basic outfit included pith
helmet, riding pants, and a gun in its hol-
ster. On radio these masculine symbols
were enhanced by the solid acting ability
of Matt Crowley, a voice that would be
heard on action and delective radio pro-
grams tor over three decades.

Bill Kiddle is a retived high school teacher
whose interest in radio drama dates to his
undergraduate days at Lake Forest
College and weekly theatre productions
over WKRS, Waukegan. He is a reviewer of
old time radio tapes for the North
American Radio Archives and is an occa-
sional writer for the Nostalgia Digest.
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o Adv&ntur&s
with

Jungle Jim

BY BILIL KIDDLE

The radio program which started over
Mutual radio in November, 1935 followed
the storyline of the comic strip closely. In
some areas the program was aired on
weckdays, while in other locations, like
New York City and Pittsburgh, it was aircd
on Saturday morning. The episodc
appearing in the Sunday comics had been
broadcast the previous week in a 15
minute “preview.” For example the
episode entitled “Jungle Goddess” from
12/29/35 was broadcast between 12/23
and 12/28/35. The merchandising
approach was a major success and Jungle
Jim remained in the newspapers and radio
for 18 ycars.

It scems likely that the Jungle Jim per-
sona as an adventurer Hlld explorer was
inspired by several popular movies of the
1930°s. In 1931 MGM released “Trader
Haorn,” an adventure film about an African
explorer and trader. The following year
Frank Buck, the big game hunter, starred
in “Bring 'Em Back Alive” and Johnny
Weismucller was introduced as “Tarzan
the Ape Man.” Edgar Rice Burrough’s

jungle lord. The success of these films

sparked interest in jungle lore.

Jungle Jim’s field of operation was the
vast and undefined region known as “east
of Suez,” where he was at home in rain-
forests of Sumatra, Borneo, Malaya. and
the many thousands of islands of the South
Seas. later Jum Bradley ventured on to the
mainlands of Asia, Africa. and even South
America. The American was aided by a
Malayan sidekick, Kolu, who was initially
his scrvant, and called Jim “tuan™ (master).
Like Jim, the turbancd and barechested
Kolu was an experl on jungle lore and
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JUNGLE JIM

ALEX
e

UNERRING INSTINCTS OF A BORN t.:EADER, Jih4 PICKKS HIS
’::?:?'MA SCORE WHO VOLUNTEER FOR ACTION WITH S

FIRST
LIEUTENANT

IS A STRAPPRING
AUSTRALIAN BUSH-FIGHTER,

NAMED BEARDSLEY-~-A VETERAN OF
CAMPAIGNS IN GREECE AND AFRICA. HIS SECOND
LEUTENANT IS A CHINESE OFFICER, SXNOWN 4% SING
FE--A VETERAN OF FQUR YEARS OF GUETRRIL LA WARFARE
ON THE DESPOILERS OF HIG COUNTRY, HIB FIRST SEIRGEANT
A MAL AYAN, WHOSE COURAGE, INTELIIGENCE aND
DEVOTION HAVE BEEN JINM'S FOR YEARS ---

tracking. Like “Tonto™ and “Kato.” Kolu
became an inseparable partner with a white
man in the realm of adventure. On radio,
Kolu, the always serious black hero, was
played by Juano Hemandez.

During the first year on the air, while
dealing with the “Bat Woman Adventure”
n South East Asia, Jim encountered Lilli
deVrille, a “*dragon lady™ type of lemmec-
fatale. known to her underworld friends as
“Shanghai Lil.” With him’s “munly per-
suasion” she reformed und became both
one of the best sceret agents in China and
Jim’s closest female friend.

In the comic strip Lil was portrayed as
a Myma Loy-Marlene Dietrich shady

lady. In fact. Lil's character and personal-
ity was lifted Irom the 1932 Hollywood
meovie “Shanghai Express” which starred
Ms. Dietrich. During World War I, Lil
and Jim parted for a while; he continued
to fight the Axis on the battle front and
Lil, a recent FBI agent. enlisted in the
U.S. Marines as an officer. Following the
conflict thcy were reunited for more
adventures. On radio, first Franc Hale
and, later. Vicki Vola played the sultry Lil.
Prior to the intemational hostilities in
Europe in September of 1939, Jungle Jim
was an apolitical person and his crime
fighting abilities were directed against
tnterational criminals — pirates, bandits,
kidnappers, and all manner of cutthroats
Nostalgia Digest -7-




JUNGLE JIM

who preyed upon missionarics, ranchers,
traders. and other law abiding persons. In
“Bat Woman™ (1 1/3/35 to 3/29/36) Jim and
Kolu save Rev. Chalmers and his lovely
daughter Lynn from the evil Jacque I.eBue,
4 one-time partner of “Shanghai Lil.”

In the sccond great adventure, “The
Purple Triangle,” Jim and Kolu travel to
China to battle an international crime syn-
dicate led by an American gangster, Derek
Blugar. The crooks are attempting to over-

throw the Nationalist government ol

China and the U.S. consul in Shanghai
instructs Jim to “stop Blugar. dead or
alive.” Shanghai Lil and a Chinese guide
by the name ol Chang help Jim destroy
this internattonal menace.

As world conllict drew near, Jim's
widc-ranging talents were recruited for
espionage by the American govemment.
“Your fame a8 a hunter and trapper is
exceeded only by vour repulation as a
jungle detective,” the U.S. Consul in
Shanghai told our hero when assigning
him a job as “a crusader for right against
wrong.” In Bradley’s last two pre-war
adventures “Panama Canal” and “Thor-
sen’s  Island!” aired [rom 9/1/40 0
3/15/42, he protected America’s defenses
against cnemy  operatives.  The U.S.
Marines even played a part in the success-
ful capture of Tharsen's Island, and Lil
confesses that she is an FBI agent. They
arc all on the same team.

On March 22, 1942, just a few months
atter Pearl Harbor a radical change took
place in the radio-newspaper relationship
0 the scries. Jim and Kolu were assigned
o Southcast Asia to battle the Japancse
military with a multi-national (UN) com-
mando force. The radio version of Jungle
Jim expanded on this concept and had Jim
and Kolu join up with Col. Sing Lee of the
Chinese arniy 10 disrupl the Japanese war-
cfiortin occupied Malaya, Java and at least
onc unnamed island oft the mainland coast
of Southeast Asia. New characters were
added to the story line: a Frenchman; a
-8- Nostalgia Digest

Russian; and Amcrican-borm nephew ol
Col. Lee; plus a host of other Allied mili-
tary people. At the outset, *“Sgt.
McGovern™ was the lone American serv-
iceman assigned Lo the guerrilla unit com-
manded by Capt. Jim Bradley. The weekly
comic strip had Jungle Jim returning to the
Western Hemisphere for a series ol under-
cover operation against Axis agents in the
U.S. and al strategic points in South
America. During this period Jim operated
without the services of Kolu or Lil.

In carly 1945 the radio script writers
placed Jungle Jim and his commandos on
an unnamed Japanese-occupied isle in the
South China Sea. Here they met a beauti-
ful American filmstar. Jane Loren, the
surviving member of @ USO troupe.
whose plane had been shot down by the
enemy. Ms. loren becomes a regular
member of the unit. Later, after being res-
cued [rom the island. the U.S. government
returns Ms. Loren and the Bradley raiders
to Hollywood for a war movie, but Axis
agents kidnap the film star and Sgt.
McGovern. [n the finale of this chapter
Set. Mack is badly wounded when Jim
and the military police destroy the spy
ring. The lucky serviceman stays behind
to marry Ms. Loren as the commandos go
back into action.

World War 1II is coming to a successful
conclusion for the Allied cause and Jungle
Jim is back to the mainland of Asia once
again. The newspaper version ol these last
wartime adventures has Jim and Col. Sing
Lece battle the Japanese in occupied China.
The radio script writers placed Jim, Kolu,
Frenchy, and Col. Lee in Japanese occu-
pied Indo-China. Here they comie o the
aid of “Alabam.” a downed Amcrican
airman with a pronounced southern drawl.
On V-] Day the raiders switch from fight-
ing the Japanesce to concentrate on an cvil
French drug runner who is using a new
and potent form ot opium to turn the
Vietnamese villagers into slaves. All
during World War 1. the radio version of
Jungle Jim was much more strident it its




:
!
|.

. S =

1 oL U
RV VEERRY
FIAL FRONM
T, ODROFT
G b NEMY
IR N
PR BRI R f

anti-Axis  propaganda, cspecially  as
directed against the Tmperial Japanese
govermment and its conduct of the war
with respect to POW’s and civilian popu-
lations in the areas that they controlled.

Following the end of World War II. the
radio and newspaper versions of Jungle
JIim remained permanently separated. The
radio exploits were only “based upon the
comic strip of the same name appearing in
Puck, the Comic Weekly.” The radio
adventures continued in the traditional 15
minute format for listeners in 15 different
regions, all served by Hearst. In the story-
linc Jim comes back o the States. i1s
reunited with Lil and joins with Kolu tor
some  South  American  adventures.
Unfortunately. the almost unbroken col-
lection of radio episodes becomes badly
fragmented. Only a handful of quarter
hour dramas from the jate 19405 survive.
With the “retirement” of Juano Hernandez
from the role of Kolu, the program devel-
oped a case of character ancmia, and the
series declined rapidly.

‘The comic strip version of Jungle Jim
{lourished in the post war era. Jim, Kolu,
and Lil ventured forth as globetrotting
adventurers, “crusading against evil doers.”
In the winter of 1945-6 they travelled to
South America to the “Pagano Mines™ o
battle slavers and their pygmy henchmen.

By springlime the trio were on a South
Seas’ mission in an episede entitled
“Chen Fu. and the Isle of Pearls.” Alfter
the “Bull Bragg Jungle Mystery™ in the
fall and winter of 1946-1947, the focus of
events shifted back to the mainland of
Asia, [irst 1o India and the story of “The
Mahjaraja of Golore” and then to the “top
of the world™ into the remote regions ol
Tibet and the yarn entitled “Grand Lama
of Tsag”

In the last vears of the comic strip Jim.
Kolu, and Lil returmed to the famuiliar
landscapes ot Southeast Asia. The winter
and spring of 1949 they were facing dan-
gers in the jungles of  Indo-China
(Vietnam); on a platinium expedition to
New Guinea: a sunken treasure in the East
Indies: and after escaping a coral reef
shipwreck. they visited the Celebes to par-
ticipate in a uranium cxpedition.

The (inal comic strip adventure, the
“Malay Pirates,” pictured in the Sunday
supplement between October 10 and
Dccember 28, 1952, ook Jim and his
faithtul friends tull cycle. They returned
to the Malay peninsula to battle traitors,
spics, and terrorists. The Final episode,
(#893), was aptly titled “End of the Trail.”
Jungle Iim had come a long way in the
pursuit of world peace and the protection
of those people unable to defend them-
selves from the forces of evil.

Jungle Jim was a greal, yet unknown,
character in American popular tiction. W

(ED. NOTE Tune to Those Were The
Davs o WNIB, Sauwday, January 7 for a
Yuartet of Jungle Jim episodes from the
WW Il vears.)
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Thank you for joining us as we con-
tinuc our series about life in the United
States during the Second World War.
We're pleased 1o share more highlights of
the unigue events and significant changes
that took place during those years.

* * #*

No Rationing Here — “Plenty of
Coffee,” says a sign in a Hollywood cafe.
And it’s only a nicke! ... forthe first cup.
The second one 1s $100.

Jack Benny In New Film — A new
release by Waurner Brothers, George
Washington Slept Here, stars Jack Benny
and Ann Sheridan in the leading roles.

Bicycle Shortage — Bicycles are
being rattoned so people who need them
for essential jobs in war production or
Civilian Defense can obtain them. If you
need a bicycle, contract your local
rationing board or dcaler.

Typewriters Needed — The armed
forces need typewriters now. See it you
have a standard machine made atter
January 1. 1935, that you can spare.

New Speed Limit — A nationwide 35
mile-per-hour speed limit has been
ordered by Thc Office of Defense
Transportation.

Shaving For Victory — Easy-to-apply
brushless shave crecam is available in the
new five-ounce glass Victory jar. Ask for
it at drug counlers. Save money, tin, and
the nuisance or returning an empty tube.

Gasoline Rationing Nationwide -
[nttially in force on the East and West
Coasts, gasoline rationing is now in effect
throughout the United States. All car
-10- Nostalgia Digest
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owners are being issued stamps cach worth
a specific amount of gasoline and arc
required to display windshicid stickers
bearing assigned letters. The letter “A™ iy
given for general use, “B™ for commuting
to work, *C” for uulization at work, and
“E” for emergency vchicles. An “A” sticker
entitles a driver to {our galions a week.

New Game In Stores — Batile Checkers
is a fascinating new gamc hit. It’s fun for
everyone from 7 o 77. It’s played like
checkers but with 32 authentic miniature
plastic tanks, submarines, battleships, sol-
dicrs, and guns.

Drivers Penalized — The Office of

Price Administration has revoked *B™ and
“C” gasolinc ration books from drivers in
New York who used their cars 10 go o
horse races.

There’s No Place Like Work --- In
order to attract and hire scarce women
workers, Chicago mail-order finms and
department stores are competing  with
cach other through help-wanted ads.
Some are promising transportation. air-
conditioned offices, low-cost coflce
shops, club rooms, daily naps, and a
home-like atmosphere.

A Costly Cup — A wuck carrying
morce than 12 tons of coffee from a New
York warehouse ran into trouble on its
way to stores in Philadelphia. The truck
was hijacked and its contents stalen when
the driver stopped at a New Jersey diner
for a cup of cotfee.

Good-Bye Whipped Cream - Citizens
are no longer able to top their sundacs,
pies. and cakes with whipped crcam. The
War Production Board has banned the sale
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WALTER WINCHELL

of heavy cream in order to divert a billion
quarts of milk to the manulacture of
butter, cheese, and dried milk for export.

Winchell Wit Waivers — At the end of
Walter Winchell's weekly broadeast, the
announcer gave him an item hot oft the
teletype. It was datelined "Moscow' and
reported that Hitler had been killed while
inspecting his Eastern Front. As Winchell
read the message, his eyes began to bulge,
and his hands began to tremble. The
“FLASH™ of all flashes had come to him
alter he’d lelt the air. While mouthing
expletives, he suddenly shrieked that this
always happened (o him. Then, alter
Winchell calmed down. he was told that
Blue Network wags had produced the
phony item (o celebrate his tenth year on
the air for the same sponsor.

Hoarding Rush — When the Chief of
The Office of Price Administration put
ceilings of $.69 to $1.65 on women’s

hose, he accidentally revealed a seeret and
started another hoarding rush, The secret
was that there were only 600,000 pairs of
silk hase left on manufacturers’ and mer-
chants’ shelves. Women had thought there
were many more.

Saving the Roads — The Board of
Public Works in Los Angceles, noling a
new trend related to the tire shortage, has
asked the City Council o make it unlaw-
ful for motorists to drive on their rims.

Sub-Chasers In Midwest — The 173-
foot submarine chasers and convoy
escorts built at Bay City. Michigan. face a
2,100-mile fresh-water journey before
they reach the ocean’s waves. First, they
steam up Lake Huron and down Lake
Michigan to Chicago. Then they pass
through the Chicago Drainage Canal and
thc HMlinois River on their way to the
Mississippi and the Gult of Mexico.

He’s In The Army Now — When
Gene Autry, popular star ot radio and
westem films, joined the Army, he contin-
ued to wear cowboy boots because regular
shoes threw him ofl-balance. However,
when a reviewing officer spotted the west-
ern foolwear, he reminded Sergeant Autry
that he was now a soldier in the United
States Army and not a member of the
Texas Vigilantes. The next day Gene
turned out for inspection wearing regula-
tion Army shocs and, fortunately, stayed
on his fect.

Good Samaritans — After a driver
delivered a new ambulance from Detroit
to Miami. he asked how he'd gotien gaso-
linc along the way with no ration book.
The driver explained that during the trip
he saw (wo soldiers lying by the road.
stopped. and helped them into the buck of
the ambulance. The soldicrs had been w
an all-night party and needed a place to
sleep. After that. whenever he pulled into
a gas station, the driver showed the opera-
tor his two unconscious passengers. All of
the station operators along the way
afsumed they were dead and filled the
tank. a

Nostalgia Digest -11-



The Night Waco, Texas Made It
To the Original Amateur Hour

BY RICHARD ], VEIT

The decade ol the 1930s was the very
heart of radio’s Golden Age, and this held
truc not only in the big cities like New
York and Philadelphia but in rural and
even isolated arcas as well. Tt was a gen-
uine national phenomenon, made possible
by the proliferation of pew licensees and
the increased range of modern transmit-
ters. Rare indeed was a squarce mile of the
United States thut was not recached by at
lcast onc station’s signal,

By the year 1939, citizens of Waco,
"Texas, could count on dependable reception
trom a number of Dallas, Fort Worth, TTous-
ton, and Sun Antonio stations — WFAA,
WBAP, KRL.B, KPRC, KTRH, WOAL, and
KTSA — in addition to the city’s very own
local frequency, 1420, WACO.

Radio had long since overtaken news-
reels as the number two source of current
cvents information, and — with its unique
capacity for instantaneous ceporting of the

looming war in Evrope — it was cven
beginning Lo challenge the dominance of
newspapers.

But families turned to radio most often
for one thing: entertainment. Only the
movics could top it for capturing the
public’s imagination (and in 1939 Holly-
wood happened to be enjoying its greatest
year ever). The airwaves were {iled with
some of the most famous programs in
entertainment history, usually on a coast-
Lo-coast hookup.

Richard 1. Veit is the former editor of
WACO Heritage and Iistory magazine
and an enthusiast of old time radio. He
has sevved as an announcer at radio sta-
tions in Waco, Houston, Austin, and
Dallas.
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In 1939, people could tune in (among
countless other programs) The Green
Homet, The Aldrich Family, Dick Tracy.
Charlie McCarthy. Amos '’ Andy, The Lone
Ranger, Blondie, Burns and Allen, Fibber
McGee and Molly, Gangbusters, The
Shadow, Rudy Vallee, and Your Hit Parade.

Another popular show of the period —
usually rated among the top halt-dozen in
audience appeal — was Major Boweys and
His Original Amateur Hour. 1t first aired
in 1934 over WHN in New York but was
picked up by NBC the tfollowing year.
under the sponsorship of Chase &
Sanbaorn Coffee. By the fall of 1936 it had
moved to CBS with a new sponsor,
Chrysler Corporation. The program's
guiding spirit, 65-ycur-old Major (his mil-
itary rank during World War [) Edward
Bowes, was a radio pioneer with keen
business sense. By 1939, his net income
was $15,000 per week.

A unique feature of his Amateur Hour
was the weekly spotlight that it cast on a
lown or city. which the producers in New
York sclected for cach program from
scores ot hopeful applicants. Primarily, of
course, the show was a talent contest. with
about twelve acts competing weekly, and
the “honor city” segment was strictly
peripheral. Yet, cities across the country
— including Waco, Texas — coveted the
national recognition that such a popular
network program could provide.

The pubtlicity committee of the Waco
Chamber of Commerce contacted
Amatenr Hour producer Lou Goldberg
carly in the spring of 1939 and supplied
him with an envelope full of information
on the Heart o Texas city. By late May,




MAJOR EDWARD BOWES, creator of and guid-
ing force behind The Original Amateur Hour.
His talent show concept skyrocketed to the top
of the ratings, first for NBC, then for CBS.

commiittec chairman T. Howard Williams
— otherwise a clerk lor Texas Power &
/ Light Company — was delighted to report
~ that Waco was a finalist, having survived
the cutdown process (through which
obscure entrics, as well as those not
within range of a CBS afliliate, were
removed from consideration).

Then, on Sawsrday, July I, it became
official. Williams received a comniuniqué
from Major Edward Bowes ol New York
that Waco, Texas. would be the [eatured
city on the July 27 program. “This desig-
nation.)” Willians told the Waco Tribuse-
Herald. “which has been arranged

through the eftorts of our Chamber ol

Commerce, will bring nationwide public-
ity to Waco, and we are very proud of the
opportunity 1o present Waco in such a
favorable manner over a national radio
hookup that is so generally popular”
Ironically for Wacoans, their special
night on the Ascteur Howr would not even
be carriecd locally. due to the tact that

Waco's radio station, WACQO., was a
national affiliate of Mutual rather than the
Columbia Broadcasting System. Fortu-
nately, however. reception from the CBS
station in Datlas. KRLD. was fairly reliable
and was scheduled to be improved dramat-
ically in plenty of time for the broadceast.

Sure enough, on July 16. KRLD
increased its power from ten thousand to
fifty thousand watts — the maximum
allowed by the l-ederal Communicitions
Commission and began transmitling
from 1win 475-foot towers erected ncar
Garland. The timing of the power increasce
and the Bowes salule to Waco was purely
coincidental. but it would have been dilfi-
cult to convince some Wacoans -— cspe-
cially those with poorly crafted antennas
— that providence had not played a part in
their good fortunc.

As the great night approached. excite-
ment in the city continued Lo build, and
particularly so when Major Bowces’s per-
sonal envoy, James M. Gaines, arrived on
Saturday, July 22. To Gaines fell the
responsibility of making all local prepara-
tions for "Waco Night.” including the for-
mulation ol a suitable script. He was aided
by Lloyd A. Wilson, secretary ot the Waco
Chamber of Commerce. Together they
combed through hundreds ol pages of
prospective broadcast matcrial. before
cditing the essential paragraphs down to
the requisitc (wo minutes of air tune.

Half a continent away, in New York
City, several Waco amaltcur performers
were auditioning for national exposure on
the July 27 program. The competition was
fierce, as always. with some six hundred
weekly applicants {or the dozen or so
available spots.

Three days later. on Tuesday. July 25,
Mayor Theodore M. Gribble officially
proclaimed Thursduy as “Major Bowes
Day™ in Waco:

Whereas. Mujor Edward Bowes

will pay tribute to the city of Waco,

» Texas, on his “Original Amatcur

Hour™ program on Thursday. July 27,
Nastalgia Digest -13-




ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR

1939, from 7 w § p.m., central stan-
dard time. and

Whereas, the program  will be
heard over the Columbia Broad-
casting System’s nationwide network
and alliliated short-wave stations
throughout the world, and

Whereas, this world-wide audience
approximating twenty million listen-
ers will hear a vivid word picture of
the historical heritage, commercial,
industrial, civic, social, and educa-
tional lile of our city, be it therefore

Proclaimed, that Thursday, July

27. 1939. be known as “Major Bowes

Day’ in Waco. and that all citizens of

the city be hereby urged to recognize

the day by listening to the program

and participating in the voting,
Mayor Gribble also honored the genial
master of ceremonies by officially naming
him Honorary Mayor for the Day, Hon-
vrary City Manager for the Day, Honorary
Police Chief for the Day, Honorary Fire
Chief for the Day, and Honorary Deputy
Sherif! for the Day.

As all of its taith(ul Waco listeners were
well aware, the tormal of Major Bowes
and His Original Amaiewr Hour was con-
sistent from week to week. Each program
was sixty minutes in duration, interspersed
with occasional Chrysler commercials.
There would be roughly a dozen contes-
tants, each performing a specialty act —
usually, but not always, of a musical
nature. There might be dramatic readings
and comedy acts as well, but the strictly
visual talents (such as magic. hand shad-
ows. und pantomime) were ineffective on
radio and never madc it past the cutdown.

In fairness o the participants. the order
of appearance was left strictly to chance,
with a spinning wheel determining the
sequence of acts. This custom gave birth
to Major Bowes's trademark catch-phrasc.,
“Around and around she goes. and where
she stops nobody knows.”

-14- Nostalgia Digest

During the course of cach show, the pro-
gram’s listeners were invited to call a des-
ignated telephone number Lo vote for their
[avorite pertormers. As it was also permis-
sible to cast a ballot by postcard, the win-
ning name was never really confirmed until
several days later. Each week’s particular
featured city not only received free public-
ity. but also preferential trcatment in the
voting process - - local lines would be
established, at the network’s expense, to
ensurc a sizable turnout.

For the Wace show, CBS financed the
installation of forty additional telephone
lines, arranged in series, to handle the
extraordinarily heavy volume of calls that
was anticipated on Thursday night. Calls
would be accepted trom 7 undl 8:30 — a
half hour after the program was over — so
as to accommodate everyone in the KR1.D
listening arca who wished to cast a ballot,

Waco's assigned number (9-1-0-0)
would be munned by fifty-eight “specially
trained operators,” who would quickly
tabulate the voters’ preferences. Indi-
vidual callers were allowed one vote per
act per telephone call. Families were per-
mitted up to three votes per act per tele-
phone call. And larger gatherings (such as
house parlics) were given credit for up to
twenty-tive voles per act per telephone
call. On thc air, Major Bowes himsclf
would read the names of the first and the
two hundredth Wuco callers. Periodically.
he would also pass along progress reports
on the Jocal balloting.

Beyond the privilcge of a toll-free tele-
phone number. Waco listeners were (0 be
treated to a special program, over WACO,
which would begin at the conclusion of the
Amateur Hour (8:00) and last for tifieen
minutes. This bonus coverage would
report the latest voling returns and present
a detailed description (“word picture™) of
the network's temporary Waco operations.

Air time for the quartcr-hour broadcast
— which would originate from the Waco
office of Southwestern Bell lelephone
Company — was purchased by the two
local Chrysler dealerships. Central Motar




| Major Bowes Salutes
WACO
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CO-OP NEWSPAPER AD for July 27, 1939, as
Waco's two Chrysler dealers attempted to
take advantage of the broadcasting windfall.

Company at 906 Austin Avcnue. and the
Robert H. Sterling Motor Company at 925
Austin  Avenue. Local ratings were
expecled Lo be well worth the investment.

On Thursday, July 27 — “Major Bowes
Day” in Waco — the Amateur Hour offices
in New York City received telegrammcd
messages of greeting from hundreds of
local civic leaders and state officials.

The Chamber of Commerce ainmailed to
Major Bowes a bronze plaquc, which com-
memorated his program’s salute to Waco,
Texas. Upon arrival at CBS headquarters,
the plaque was placed on permanent dis-
play — alongside thousands of other
pieces of memorabilia — in the Chrysler
Building’s famous Bowes Museum.

Another Waco touch were the splendid
bouquets of flowers that dccorated the
Amateur Hour’s CBS Radio Playhousc.
They were ordered via telcgraph by a con-
sortium of local florists. Onc Waco orist,
George E. Wolfe, happened to be in New
York at the time. and he delivered his floral
arrangement to the studios in person.

Mcanwhile, anticipation in Waco that
morning reached a new level when it was
learned that at fcast onc local amateur (of
the several who had auditioned 1n New
York) still had a chance to be selected as
an on-the-air performer. Whenever possi-
hle — without seriously compromising
the program’s inlegrity — the Amateur
Hour’s producers made an effort to
include one contestant from the honer
city. As showmen, they knew that a
“favorite son” in the ranks would add
enormously to the show's suspense.

The final Waco hopeful was a 23-year-
old bass singer by the name of Joseph C.
Hester. son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Harlan
Hester of 1504 Clay Avenue. (His father
was credit manager of the R. T. Dcnnis
Company furniture store.) Joseph Hesler
atiended Waco High Scheol, then studied
voice for three years at Baylor University
before moving to New York City to venture
into the music business. He contacted CBS
soon after he learned that Waco was sched-
uled to be an Amareur Hour “honor city.”

At midday on the 27th, Hester was noti-
fied by one of thc program’s producers
that he was wanted immediately at the
CBS Radio Playhousce. Hester knew this
could mean only onc thing — that he
would soon be singing belore a studio
audience of 1500 and a worldwide radio
audience of more than twenty million.

The balance of the afternoon was spent
in rehearsal with his CBS-furnished
accompanist. Over and over they prac-
ticed the “Evening Star” aria from
Wagner’s Tannhduser, as audio engineers
pushed buttons and turned dials for opti-
mum microphone levels.

» Then, around 5:30, Major Bowes
treated the sixteen successful auditioners
Nostalgia Digest -15-
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(including  tour  altemates,  called
“Reserves™ o ua splendid dinner in a
nearby Manhattan cestaurant. Though it
may have seemed a philanthropic gesture
on the Major’s part. in actuality the lavish
meal was a thinly disgutsed fact-(inding
mission. The talented youngsters were
cncouraged to dince to their stomachs’ con-
tent, all the while answering gentle. grand-
fatherly questions from their renowned
host. Later that night, somce of those same
queries would be heard by millions.

Just prior o broadcast time on
Thursday night, July 27. 1939, thousands
of Wacoans gathered around their radio
receivers, relaxing while they caught the
final few minutes of Let's Listen to a Story
on KRLD. In stark contrast. the CBS
Radio Playhouse was a beehive of pre-
curtain activity — as nervous performers,
technicians. and sponsors went Lo their
marks, work stations. and “royal boxes,”
respectively.

At ten seconds before 7 o’clock. Waco
listeners heard an announcer say, *“This is
KRLD Radio. 1040 kilocycles, Dallas,
Texas. The time is 7 o'clock.” Al thal
same instant in the CBS studio. en sce-
onds before 9 o'clock (Texits was on stan-
dard time. New York on daylieht time), a
floor director shouted, “Ten seconds to
air. Stand by.” Then, from coast to coast
on eighty-one CBS stations. and around
the world on the shortwave network,
Major Bowes and His Original Amareur
Hour was on the air.

Following a single stroke of the
Amateur Hour gong and a brief introduc-
tion from announcer Ralph Edwards,
Major Bowes opened the program with
his inimitable grecting: “All right. All
right. Thank you, Ralph. and good
evening. [riends. Our wheel of fortune
spins for the two hundred and twenty-
cighth consecutive time. Around and
around she goes, and where she stops
nobody knows.”

-16- Nostalgia Digest

Characteristically, the show oftered a var-
icgated mixture of talent — cverything from
a boy soprano to a player of the spoons.
This was the lineup. in order of appearance:

[. The Garris Sexiette (popular instru-
mental group)

2. Joseph Hester (classical bass singer)

3. Jack Rodin (novelty entertainer:
spoons, bicycle pump. ctc.)

4. Dick Chaplin (boy soprano)

5. Roberta Liming (classical violinist)

6. Carol Kane (cowgirl yodcler)

7. 'I'he Harmonica Jitterbugs (popular
hamonica trio)

8. The Jump Swinging Six (popular
vocal/instrumental group)

9. Olga Stepanova (classical Russian
SOprano)

10. Tom Farrelly (Irish step-dancer)

I'1. Alfred Marino {(popular baritone)

12. Dick Weatherson (whistler)

13. The Oklahoma Roamers (cowboy
band)

As the night’s “honor city,” Waco was
the recipient of a two-minute salute,
which Major Bowes presented to the audi-
ence immediately atter the first act, The
Garris Sextet. The commentary, authored
by Bowes himself (with the enthusiastic
assistance of the Waco
Commerce). went like this:

The ears of twenty-scven million
listcners are literally upon Texas
tonight. Our Chrysler Motorcade
moves briskly to the geographical
center of the nation’s largest state.

There, on the Brazos de Dios River,

we pay tribute to the city of Waco.

Once the idyllic Indian village of the

Wiuco (ribes. legend has il that the

Wiacos chose this spol because the

region was immune from the furies of

the clements. White men first saw

Waca hack in 1542 when De Soto's

surviving company tried 1o cross Texas.

Yeurs passed. and the next adven-
turer was Philip Nolan and his band
of horse traders.

It was the Texas Rangers, however.
in 1837, who first attempted to settle

Chamber ol
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Hear Major Bowes
HONGR WACO

THURSDAY NIGHT .
WITH A NEW 1940

ON THIS OF ALL NIGHTS, who could blame
Waco's R.T. Dennis & Company for wanting
to cash in on the Amateur Hour craze? An
interesting model for 1939 was the RCA
Victor K-80: prematurely equipped for that
“sensational invention” called television.

Waco. After three weeks their cllort
failed, but onc of them — Major
George Barnard Erath remem-
bered its strategic location. and
twelve years later returned to partici-
pate with Jacob de¢ Cordova in found-
ing and laying out the city.

Another Ranger, Captain Shapley
P. Ross. moved to Waco at this time
and became her first permanent set-
tler. Once started, Waco grew like
magic. All about her. plantations
sprang up. lmmense cotten tields
were cultivated and pcople poured in
from everywhcre.

Situated in the heart of one of the
most fertilc and productive farming
regions in the southwest. she ranks
today also as onc of the country’s
industrial centers.

The ports of the whole world

receive her products: cotion goads,

dairy products, sash and doors, fumni-

tire. mill work, cement, cottonsecd
products. laundry machinery, tents
and awnings, clothing, and medicines.

Waco has many line schools.
among them Paul Quinn College and
Baylor University —- oldest institu-
tion of higher learning in Texas.
world-famous for its magnificent
Browning collection.

Famous for her friendliness and
real southcm hospitality, modern and
young. with the energetic spirit of the
great southwest, we send salutations
to the “Hub of Texas,” the mctropoli-
tan city ol Waco.

A moment later, 1t was Joscph Hester's
trn in the spotlight. Though the great
majority of Hester’s Central ‘Texas sup-
poriers probably were not even aware of
the cxistence of an  opera  called
Tannhduser — and would have quickly
switched stations had they hcard “O du,
mein holder Abendstern™ sung by anyooe
else — on this particular Amareur Hour, it
was a case of Waco against the world.
Virtually the entire city was rooting for
young Hester, still three weceks short of
his 24th birthday, to upsct the New
Yorkers at their own game.

The Waco native did not disappoint his
supporters, either conversationally or
musically. As Hester approached the CBS
microphone. Major Bowes made the
introductions: “And from our honor city
— from Waco., Texas — comes Joseph
Heslter, bass singer, ‘Evening Star” Born
in Waco. Joseph?”

“Yes. that's right, Major. My father,
grandparents, and relatives, are now lis-
(cning in. in Waco.”

“Have you had voice training?”

“Yes, six years. 1 was born a bass
singer.”

As the audience chuckled at Hester’s
remark. Bowes quipped, “Imagine a baby
crying for his bottle in a bass voice: “Mama,
1 want my bottle!” What is your work?”

“Right now 1'm sclling musical instru-

Nostalgia Digest -17-



ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR

ments here in the city.” said Hesler, “We
specialize in tubas and ukuleles. Did you
know. Mujor Bowes, the ukulele is tuned
to ‘My dog has flcas?” Well, a lady walked
in the other day and asked me for a flea
string for her ukulele.”

“She wanted a fourth string!” laughed
the Major. “Are you a Baylor alumnus?”

“Yes, 1 am,” replied Hester. ~1 played
the tuba and the string bass in the band
and symphony therc. T also sang in the
glee club.”

_THE RADIO DIAL ]
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THE RADIO LOG for Thursday, July 27, 1939.
Most Wacoans would be tuning in to KRLD
at 7 o’clack, then switching over to WACO at
8. (Neither local paper managed to get that
second program into the listings.)
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“Good for you. All right. *Evening Star.””’

Then it was Joseph Hesler’s turn to sing
— solo — on one of the most highly-rated
programs in the United States. For a few
minutes of his life, he would have as much
national exposurc as Bing Crosby, Al
Jolson, and Rudy Vallec.

Happily. the “Evening Star” aria went
well, and every line ol the Southwestern
Bell telephone bank in Waco was tied up
until the Amateur Hour polls closed at
8:30. Twice during the course of the pro-
gram, as promised, Major Bowes read the
names and addresses of Wacoans in the
radio audience. The (irst caller in the local
voting was duly acknowledged (A. Reilly
Copeland of 1514 Clay Avcenue. pastor of
the Tabernacle Baptist Church). as was the
two hundredth voter (Peggy O'Brien of
501 North Nineteenth Street, whose
mother just happened o be a telephone
operator for Southwestern Bell).

Directly after the conclusion of the
show — with the tension of nationwide
live radio now broken — cach performer
was asked to pose for a picture alongside
the celebrated emcee. These photos
became priceless mementos for the con-
testants, and duplicate prints went directly
into the Bowes Museum.

The brief program on WACO radio,
which aired from 8:00 to 8:15, was also
exciting tor Waco residenlts, as Amateur
Hour sponsors and cily officials were
interviewed amid the noise and confusion
of a typical election night. Though the
outcome of the local balloling was never
really in doubt — Hester garnered an
averwhelming 8,080 votes of the 11,558
cast, with second place going (0 New York
crooner Alfred Marino (1,656), and third
1o cowgirl yodeler Carol Kanc (569) —
still it was thrilling to cavesdrop on an
cvent that seemed to place Waco at the
center of national attention.

Joseph N. Mitchell. president of the
Central Motor Company, expressed to the
WACO andience how pleascd he was with
the follow-up radio coverage. So did
Robert B. Dupree. president of the [irst
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JOSEPH HESTER (left) poses with Major
Edward Bowes in the CBS Radio Playhouse,
immediately following the Amateur Hour
program of July 27, 1939. His performance
was one of the hits of the show.

National Bank of Waco. and Leslic B.
Gardner, president of the Waco Chamber
of Commerce. They all agreed that cvery
minute of publicity the city received
would have the long-term effect of boost-
ing the local cconomy.

The Major’s words were still fresh in
their minds, and they savored every sylla-
ble: “Onc of the country’s industrial cen-
ters ... thc metropolitan city of Waco.”

Young Joscph Hester returned 1o Waco
in triumph. For the first week of August,
while visiting his parents, he was treated
by the press as an authentic national
celebrity. He told local journalists that he
planned 1o travel back to New York City
soon, to resume his studies loward a
singing career. A News-Tribune reporter
disclosed that Hester was “not interested
in any position which might possibly be
tendered him as a result of his appearance
on the radio program.”

The Hester tamily was together in front
of the radic on Thursday night, August 3.

for the next Amateur Hour broadcast —
when the nationwide results of the previ-
ous week’s show were revealed. Filtcen
minutes into the program, Major Bowes
made the official announcement: “Here's
a report ol last week’s voling: Joseph
Hesler. Alfred Marino. Tom Farrelly,
Carol Kane, Jack Rodin, the Garris
Sextette, the Oklahoma Roamers, Dick
Weatherson. Olga Stepanova, and the
Harmonica Jitterbugs.” Joseph Hester had
won national honors.

Three days later, on the Sunday beforc
his train departed for the East, Hester
again performed on the air. This time,
howcever. the circumstances were much
morce modest. He sang once sacred number
at 7:30 a.m. on the Temple station,
KTEM, and then another at 12:45 p.m.
over WACO. Curiously, the featured
speaker on cach of these quaricr-hour pro-
grams was Pastor A. Reilly Copeland —
the very person whom Major Bowes had
acknowledged ten days earlier as the first
local citizen to cast a vote.

Soon after his two brief Sunday radio
appearances, Hester quietly lelt Waco for
New York City. With the network furor
finally subsided, his subsequent trips back
to Central Texas auracted no special
media attention.

As for Major Bowes and 1lis Original
Amateur Hour, the popular show main-
tained its strength through the 1942-43
season, but then its ratings-dropped notice-
ably the following year and plummcled the
year after that. Its CBS contract was not
renewed (or (he fall of 1945. Major Edward
2. Bowes died at his cstate in Rumson.,
New Jersey, on Junc 13, 1946, just a couple
of hours beforc his 72nd birthday.

Joseph C. Hester graduated from
Columbia University after the war and
settled in South Carolina. He died there on
October 22, 1989, at the age of 74. [ |

(ED. NOTE — Tune to Those Were The
Days on WNIB, January 21, 1995 to hear
% rebroadcast of Major Bowes Original
Amateur Hour from July 27, 1939.)
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Old Time Radio Classics -- WBBM-AM 78

SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK
MIDNIGHT to 1:00 A.M.

Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
PLEASE NOTE: Due to WBBM's comunitment to news, Old Time Radio Classics may be preempted
uccasionally for late-breaking news of local or national importance. In thisevent, vintage shows scheduled 1 2 3
for Old Time Radio Classics will be rescheduled to a later date. All of the programs we present on Old Time
Radio Classics are syndicated rebroadeasts. We are not able to obtain advance information abaut storviines .
o; Lh%se Thn“;}s‘sn that we miiht irr\dclude mnﬁebdeu:ns in&?ur Rg’doin Guide. However, this essy-to-read Black Museum Horatio Hornblower Dragnet
ists 1 1 cast . 2 Old T'ime Radio Classics ure : -
Eori;l:{c,léum;’gﬁa ?x;;erc‘i:a?s aiﬁ?x;t?v;rkﬁ:ntiticadz?\lhave ;mnsdz{eted. TI]'\’:,s sche!;uleli‘; seubjerth Cinnamon Bear # 14 Cinnamon Bear # 15 Superman
to change without notice.
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Boston Blackie Abbott and Costello Hiddan Truth Box Thirteen The Clock Famous Jury Trials Life of Riley
Lum and Abner Cinnamon Baar # 16 { Cinnamon Bear # 17 | Cinnamon Bear # 18 | Cinnamon 8ear # 13 | Cinnamon Baar # 20 Superman
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Escapa Fibber McGee & Moliy Nick Cartar Big Town Graat Gildersleava 0zzis and Harrist Six Shaoter
Bob and Ray Cinnamon Bear # 21 | Cinnamon Bear # 22 | Cinnamon Bear #23 | Cinnamon Bear #24 | Cinnamon Bear # 25 Hope & Sinatra
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Christmas Shapping Roy Rogars Red Skelton Directors’ Playhouse | Grand Central Station First Nighter Christmas Evs
with Jack Benny Cinnamon Bear # 26 Jack Banny Jack Banny Jack Benny Fred Allen With Bing Crosby
{Conclusion)
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Dragnet Pats Kelly's Blues Lone Ranger Big Town Red Skelton Phillip Mariowa Red Skelton
Lona Ranger Johnny Dollar-Part 1 | Johnny Dollar-Part 2 | Johnny Doifar-Part 3 | Johnny Dollar-Part 4 | Johnay Dollar-Part & Fibber McGes
{Conclusion)
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Old Time Radio Classics -- WBBM-AM 78

SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK

MIDNIGHT to 1:00 A.M.

Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Tha Shadow Suspanse Charlie McCarthy Abbott and Costalle Burns and Allen Directors’ Playhause Hopalong Cassidy
Jack Bsnny Ma Parkins Third Man Theatre Royals Horatio Hornblowar Lum and Abnar Superman
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
X Minus One Jack Banny Third Man The Clock Horatio Hornblowsr Suspense Red Ryder
Theatrs Royale Fibber McGea & Mally Charlie McCarthy Theatre Royals Burns and Allen The Bickarsons Superman
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Fred Allan Great Gildersleave Third Man Black Mussum Burns and Allsn Fibber McGas & Molly Sealed Book
Abbott and Gostello Bill Stern's Nawsresl Charlie McCarthy Thaatra Rayala Horatio Hornblower Fred Allen Suparman
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Haunting Hour Johnny Dollar Charlia McCarthy Dragnat Horatia Harnblowsr Acadsmy Award Abbott and Costsllo
Easy Aces Adventures in Research Third Man Theatra Royale Burns and Allen Lum and Abner Superman
29 30 31 Feb. 1 Feb. 2 Feb. 3 Feb. 4
The Bickersons Fred Allan Third Man Duffy's Tavern Famous Jury Trials Jack Benny Special Sharlock Hoimas
Theatre Five Fibber McGae & Mally | Charlie McCarthy Parry Masan Theatre Rayala Part 1 of 12 Supserman
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd
RADIO TO PLAN
YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST BY

* THE HOME FRONT (1982) The final pro-
gram in the highly acclaimed eight part radio
documentary written and narrated by Edward
Brown, Frank Gorin and William B. Williams,
bringing together the complex events of World
War Il. Part 8: Victory — 1945, Doodle Bugs
and the V-2°s strike Britian ... the Bomb nears
completion in the U.S. ... The push to Berlin
. Yalta ... President Roosevelt dies ... The
nation mourns ... Lord Haw Haw in Germany
... Hitler dies in his bunker ... Berlin falls ... V-
F Day ... iwo Jima and Okinawa ... the Atomic
Bomb ... V-J Day ... The boys come hame ...
End of the “fong night of barbarism” ... New
era begins. {43:00)
* CHARLIE MC CARTHY SHOW (12-24-44)
Edgar Bergen presents Don Ameche, Joan
Merrill, Ray Noble and the orchestra. Charlie
asks Ameche 1o help him memorize “The Night
Before Christmas.” The thousand-voice U.S.
Navy choir sings Christmas Carols, and Don
Ameche reads “The American Prayer.” AFRS
Rebroadcast. (28:50)
* WORLD NEWS TODAY (12-3-44) Douglas
Edwards and CBS correspondents waorld wide
with a lock at the events of the week. “The
B-29s.were over Tokyo again today, dropping
their huge bomb loads on Jap industry. It was
the fourth raid in ten days. The Japs say about
seventy of the big planes made the flight and
they, of course, say damage was light. But
dispatch from Saipan reports there are indica-
tions the attack was the most successful so
far. ... in Europe, the Americans have crossed
the Czar River.” Admiral Radios, CBS. (24:55)
FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY (12-5-44) Jim
and Marian Jordan star with Arthur Q. Brian,
Shirley Mitchell, Marlin Hurt, Harlow Wilcox,
the King's Men, Billy Mills and the orchestra.
Fibber doesn’t want to pay sixty five cents to
have his suit pressed, so he decides to press
it himself. Johnson’s Wax, NBC. (29:48)
* WORDS AT WAR (12-5-44) “Guys On the
Ground” starring Frank Lovejoy, Lawson
Zerbe, James Monks, Bill Quinn. Captain
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Alfred Friendly’s WW!II story of the guys who
never leave the ground — the men who fur-
nish and fix the planes. Sustaining, NBC.
(29:10)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10th
RADIO TO ADDRESS
CHRISTMAS CARDS BY

* LIFE OF RILEY (12-24-44) William Bendix
stars as Chester A. Riley who invites his boss’
son ta spend Christmas with the Riley family.
The boy doesn’t have any interest in Christ-
mas, so Riley reads “A Christmmas Carol.”
American Meat Institute, NBC. (30:356)

* LUX RADIO THEATRE (12-7-54) “Battle-
ground” starring Van Johnson and George
Murphy repeating their screen roles in the ra-
dio version of the 1342 film, presented in
honor of the tenth anniversary of the Battle of
the Bulge. Cast features Parley Baer and Wil-
liam Conrad. AFRS rebroadcast. (18:06;
18:15; 16:56)

* FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY (12-12-44)
Fibber faces the wartime cigarette shortage
when he tries to find some for Doc Gamble.
So he go on the radio show, “Smokes for
Folks.” Johnson's Wax, NBC. {29:36)

LUM AND ABNER (12-25-44) Chester Lauck
and Norris Goff as Lum Edwards and Abner
Peabody in their annual Christmas story, first
presented in 1933. The scene is Pine Ridge
on Christmas Eve. Lum, Abner and
Grandpappy Spears are headed east out of
town to bring supplies to a young couple, Joe
and Mary, staying the nightin a barn. One-A-
Day Vitamins, BLUE Network. (14:30)

THIS IS MY BEST (12-12-44) “The Plot to
Overthrow Christmas” by Norman Corwin.
Orson Welles stars as Nero, who proposes
“jazzing up” Christmas carols to do away with
goodwill at Christmastime. All the baddies in
Hell vote to poison Santa Claus (Ray Collins)
and Nero is elected to trave! to the North Pole
to do the deed! John Brown appears as the
Devil. Cresta Blanca, CBS. (29:07)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17th
RADIO TO WRAP, BAKE
AND DECORATE BY

* GREAT GILDERSLEEVE (12-24-44) Harold
Peary stars as Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve
with Lillian Randolph as Birdie, Walter Tetley
as Leroy, Shirley Mitchell as Leila Ransom.
Gildy is feeling blue at Christmastime because
he is being sued for breach of promise. Kraft
Foods, NBC. (30:00)

KRAFT MUSIC HALL (12-14-44) Bing Croshy
stars with Eugenie Baird, the Kraft Choir, John
Scott Trotter and the orchestra, and guest
Jerry Colonna. Bing sings “White Christmas.”
Kraft Foods, NBC. (30:00}

* WORDS AT WAR (12-26-44) "Scapegoats
of History,” a Christmas story about bigotry
and persecution. Sustaining, NBC. (27:33)
KATE SMITH SHOW (12-24-44) Kate presents
The Aldrich Family in a Christmastime sketch.
Henry has lost his wateh, a gift from Aunt
Harriet. Plus guest Jackie Gleason offers im-
personations and tells about his love affair with
a juke box. AFRS rebroadcast. (29:08)

* CAVALCADE OF AMERICA (12-25-44)
“America For Christmas” starring Walter
Huston in a patriotic wartime show for the
holiday. A group of U.S. Servicemen celebrates
Christmas on a small island in the Pacific as a
USO troup entertains. Dupont, NBC. (28:50)
* JACK BENNY PROGRAM (12-24-44) Jack
and the gang: Don Wilson, Mary Livingstone,
Eddie “Rochester” Anderson, Phil Harris, Larry
Stevens, Andy Devine. A short circuit gives
Jack problems as he and Mary trim the Christ-
mas tree. Jack offers a touching Holiday
message to our servicemen overseas. AFRS
rebroadcast. (27:30)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24th
MERRY CHRISTMAS

* COMMAND PERFORMANCE (12-24-44) As
World War |l continues, Armed Forces Radio
broadcasts its third Christmas special, a two-
hour extravaganza with an outstanding cast
of stars from stage, screen and radio: Bob
Hope, Xavier Cugat and the orchestra, Jerry
Colonna, Virginia O'Brien, Spike Jones and his
City Slickers, Ginny Simms, Jimmy Durante,
Dinah Shore, Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Kay
Kysar, Frances Langford, Dorothy Lamour,
Johnny Mercer, Danny Kaye, W. C. Fields,
Judy Garland, Spencer Tracy and Lee J. Cobb,
AFRS. (35;20; 23:36; 24:46; 23:10)

MAYOR OF THE TOWN (12-23-44) Lionel
Barrymore stars for the ninth time as

Ebeneezer Scrooge in his annual radio presen-
tation of the classic Charles Dickens’ story,
pre-empting his usual family situation comedy,
The Mayor of the Town. AFRS rebroadcast.
(29:35)

FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY (12-19-44) Jim
and Marian Jordan as the McGees of Wistful
Vista. McGee snoops for Christmas gifts in
the hall closet, Teeney and the kids sing
“'Twas the Night Before Christmas.”
Johnson's Wax, NBC. (12-19-44)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31st
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

* EDDIE CANTOR SHOW (12-27-44) Eddie
and announcer Harry Von Zell discuss plans
for the New Year’'s Eve show at the Holly-
wood Canteen. Bert Gordon, Nora Martin,
Leonard Sues. Sal Hepatica, Trushay, NBC.
(29:50)
FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY (12-26-44) Fib-
beris having a bad day but when Molly starts
to cry, he resolves to control his temper, no
matter what! Jim and Marian Jordan star.
Johnson’s Wax, NBC. (29:42)
* SWING AROUND THE CLOCK (12-31-44)
Don Wilson is master of ceremonies for an
all-star Armed Forces Radic swing around the
country to hear the big bands and the big sing-
ers from various military installations. Featured
are Jimmy Dorsey, Ella Mae Morse, Louis Jor-
dan Timpani Five, Harry James, Kay Kyser,
Lena Horne, Benny Goodman, Bing Crosby,
Ginny Simms, Woody Herman, Tommy
Dorsey, Gene Krupa, Johnny Mercer and the
Pied Pipers, Vaughn Monroe, Gl Jill with Ma-
jor Meredith Willson and the AFRS Orchestra,
Spike Jones, and Count Basie. AFRS. (14:00;
15:00; 14:55; 15:00)
* WORLD NEWS TODAY (12-31-44) Douglas
Edwards and CBS correspondents with a New
Year’s Eve broadcast of the {ong-running Sun-
day afternoon news program. “On the West-
ern Front today the Germans have failed in
their latest effort to close the releif corridar to
the highway town of Bastogne. ...American
and British planes have cantinued their attack
on German supply points and 52 German fight-
ers were shot down in air battles today.” Ad-
miral Radios, CBS. {24:40)
GREAT GILDERSLEEVE (12-31-44) Harold
Peary as Gildersleeve, who seems to have for-
gotten about the breach of promise suit filed
by Dolores DelRey and arranges to take Leila
ansom to the New Year's Eve dance. Kraft
Foods, NBC. (29:30)
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PLEASL NOTE: The numerals following each program disting for Those Were The Days reprcsents the length of time
for cach particular show: (28:50} means the program will run 28 minutes and 30 seconds. This may be of hetp to those
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of special interest during the SOth anniversary of World War 11

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th

FLYWHEEL, SHYSTER AND FLYWHEEL
{1993) Program number 12, the final program,
in the series of re-anactments of the 1932
Marx Brothers radio show. Cast features
Michael Roberts as Groucho Marx as Waldorf
T. Fiywheel and Frank Lazaras as Chico Marx
as Emanual Ravaelli, with Lorelei King as Miss
Dimple. BBC. (26:57)

* FIRESIDE CHAT (1-6-45) President Franklin
D. Roosevelt reports to the nation in what
would be his last Fireside Chat. FDR talks
about the State of the Union message he sent
earlier in the day to Congress, asking for
authorization to mobilize, for war-related work,
over four million men classified as unfit to serve
in the military. He suggests the "drafting” of
registered nurses into the Armed Forces. ALL
NETWORKS. {26:15)

* JUNGLE JIM (4-23-44) Episode 444, This
is the tirst of four selected episodes from the
series dealing with World War il adventures in
Japanese occupied Malaya. Jungle Jim 8rad-
ley is on a special assignment to fead a U.N.
Commando Unit behind Imperial Japanese lines
in Southeast Asia. Jim, portrayed by Matt
Crowley, and his faithful Malay companion
Kolu, played by Juano Hernandez, have first-
hand knowledge of the country and that’s why
they have been selected for this mission to
search and destroy Japanese military installa-
tions and to aid the Allied cause. See the
article about Jungls Jim on page 6 of this is-
sue of the Nostalgia Digest. Hearst Comic
Weekly, Syndicated. {12:00)

* JUNGLE JIM (4-30-44) Episode 445. Hearst
Comic Weekley, Syndicated. (12:00)

FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY {1-2-45) Jim
and Marian Jordan star with Shirley Mitchell,
Marlin Hurt, Harlow Wilcox, the King’'s Men,
Billy Mills and the orchestra. McGee isn’t too
fond of Aunt Sarah until she sends a diamond
stick pin. Johnson's Wax, NBC. (29:34)
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* JUNGLE JIM (5-7-44) Episode 446. The ad-
venture of the Commandoes in Malaya con-
tinues. Hearst Comic Weekly, Syndicated,
(11:50)

* JUNGLE JIM (5-14-44) Episode 447. Hearst
Comic Weekly, Syndicated. {12:35)

* WORLD NEWS TODAY (1-7-45) Douglas
Edwards and CBS correspondents worldwide,
including Chartes Colingwood and Richard C.
Hotalet. “The American First Army has gained
three miles on the northern flank of the Bel-
gium Bulge and has cut one of the two main
roads supplying the Germans on that Front.
To the south, the enemy is increasing pres-
sure on the American Seventh Army. ...In the
Pacific, the Japanese say Allied warships are
shelling the coast of Luzon.” Admiral Radios,
CBS. {24:40)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14th

* WORDS AT WAR (1-9-45) "Borrowed
Night” with Louis Van Roaten and Peter Kapell
in the story of an Alsatian soldiar who escapes
from the German army by malingering. Sus-
taining. NBC. (27:50)

SPEAKING OF RADIO (1-14-35} The Jack
Benny Program. The conclusion of the 12-
part series. In this final segment: Jack intro-
duces the Sportsmen, Sportsmen sing “Old
Jack Benny Had a Farm;” Jack plays violin
with the Sportsmen; Special Quartet: Bing
Crosby, Andy Russell, Dick Haymes, Dennis
Day,; Si, Sy routines; Cimmaron Rofls se-
quence, Birthday surprise for Jack; Radio hon-
ors. Comments by Don Wilson, George Balzer,
Dennis Day, Jack Benny and Joan Benny.
(36:15)

* LUX RADIO THEATRE (1-15-45) “The Mas-
ter Race” starring George Coutouris, Nancy
Gates, Stanley Ridges and Helen Beverly re-
peating their original scraen roles in this radio
version of the 1344 film. After D-Day, Nazi
coltaborators of a crumbling Third Reich de-
vise a plan to go into hiding while the Allies

sweep into Germany, in hopes to regroup later
to bring back a new and stronger Master Race.
Cecil B. DeMille hosts. Lux Soap, CBS, (24:30;
16:46; 17:25)

FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY (1-9-45) Fibber
brings home mushrooms and invites all his
friends over for a tasty steak and mushroom
dinner. Johnson’s Wax, NBC. (29:38)

* WORLD NEWS TODAY (1-14-45) Dou-
glas Edwards and CBS correspondents warld-
wide. "Allied armies are hammering the Ger-
man salient (the Bufge) in Belgium from thrae
directions today and the Third American Ar-
mored Division has cut the Nazi’s last escape
road. Three strong enemy counter-attacks in
the area have been thrown back. In the Pa-
cific, ...on Luzon, the Americans are twenty
miles inland and looking for a battle with the
Japs.” Admiral Radios, CBS. (24:55)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st

ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR (7-27-39)
“Around and around she goes, and where she
