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NECROLOGY OF 2003

We Remember Them Well

Last year was not a very good year for
L show husiness. We lost many more of our
b favorite entertainers and personalities dur-
b ing 2003.

They’re gone, but not forgotten.

[ ALAN BATES, 69, British-born stage and
b screen star known to American audiences for
his work in the films Zorba the Greck, The
L Entertainer and Georgy Girl. December 27.
TRUE BOARDMAN, 94, radio actor and
writer who wrote for such programs as Fum-
ity Theatre, Sitver Theatre, Skippy Playhouse,
Gunsmoke, others. August 4.
MARY BRIAN, 96, actress in silent and
early sound films who played oppositc Gary
Cooper in The Virginian in 1929. December
30, 2002.
DAVID BRINKLEY, 82, tclcvision anchor-
man who, with Chet Huntley, made long-run-
ning TV history with their Huntley-Brinkley
Report on NBC and continued with commen-
tary and analysis on ABC to round out a half-
century career. June [ 1.
CHARLES BRONSON, 81, tough-guy
movic star for 50 years in such pictures as
Magnificent Seven, Great Escape, Dirty
Dozen and a serics of Death Wish vengeance
films. August 30.
RAND BROOKS, 84, actor who played
Charles Hamilton, Scarlett O'Hara’s shy first
husband in the 1939 film classic Gone With
the Wind and later appeared in the TV scrics
Adventures of Rin Tin Tin (1954-59). Sep-
tember 1.
HORST BUCHHOLZ, 6Y, German actor

David Brinkley

Charles Bronson
PHOU TYOFES
who appeared in several Hollywood films

including One, Two Three and Magnificent
Severn. March 3.

JOHN C. BURNS, 84, host of Something
About the trish and Golden Moments in Mu-
si¢ on Chicago’s WBBM and other Midwest
stations. He was also the model for the face
under the Quaker hat that appeared on Quaker
Oats cereal packages. July 24,

ART CARNEY, 85, TV sidekick as Ed
Norton to Jackie Gleason’s Ralph Kramden
on The Honeymooners. He worked exten-
sively in radio in the 1930s and ’40s, appcar-
ing on Land of the Lost, March of Time, Gang-
busters, Magmificent Montague. Also in many
feature films. November 9.

BENNY CARTER, 95, versalile band
leader-composer-arranger during eight de-
cades of melodic jazz invention. July 12.
NELL CARTER, 54, Tony-award winning
actress for her role in 4in’t Misbehavin’ on
Broadway who also playcd the sassy house-
keeper on the TV situation comedy Gimme u
Break! January 23.

JOHNNY CASH, 7!, immensely popular
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country singer known as “the Man in Black:”
who scored big with songs such as “I Walk
the Line,” “Folsom Prison Blues” and “A Boy
Named Sue.” September 12.

JUNE CARTER CASH, 73, Grammy-win-
ning country music singer with the Carter
Family and wife of Johnny Cash. May 15.
JOL CONNELLY, 85, writer-producer for
radio and TV, wrote (often with partner Bob
Mosher) Amos 'n’ Andy, Charlie McCarthy
Show, Leave It to Beaver. February 13.
NADINE CONNER, 96, Metropolitan Op-
era soprano for two decades who alsa ap-
peared on popular radio programs such as
Maxwell House Show Boat and Raitroad
Hour. March 1,

JEANNE CRAIN, 78, movie leading lady
in 1940s and 50s films as Home in Indiuna,
State Fair, Margie and Pinky,for which she
earned an Academy Award. Dccember 14.
Read We Get Mail, page 63.

RICHARD CRENNA, 75, radio actor who
made an easy transition to TV and feature
films. On radio he played Waiter Denton on
Our Miss Brooks, Qogie Pringle on A Date
with Judy and Bronco Thompson on Great
Gildersieeve. On TV he continued his Our
Miss Brooks role, co-starred with Walter
Brennan on Real! McCoys and starred in
Slatterv’s People. Also in many [ilm roles.
January 17.

HUME CRONYN, 91, one of the foremoslt
character actors on stage, screen and televi-
sion, appearing in theatrical version of 4
Delicate Bulunce and The Fourposter with
wife Jessica Tandy and in such motion pic-
tures as Shadow of u Doubt, Brute Force
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and Cocoon. June 15.

HENRY CUESTA, 71, clarinetist who was
featured with the Lawrence Wclk orchesira
on TV and in concerts from 1972-82 and in
numerous (ribute performanccs on television
and at the Welk Resorts in Branson, Missouri,
and San Dicgo, California. December 17.
DOLLY DAWN, 86, big band vocalist and
recording star of the 1930s and '40s. Per-
forming as Dolly Dawn and Her Dawn Pa-
trol, she was a fecatured vocalist with the
George Hale orchestra on CBS from New
York. December L1, 2002.

DADDY-0O DAYLIE, 82, Chicago’s legend-
ary African-American broadcaster, known as
“thc musical host who loves you most” who
combined rhythm and blues and jazz records
with his “jive talkin’ ' rhythms on WAIT,
WMAQ, WAAF and WSBC. February 6.
BRAD DEXTER, 85, “tough-guy” actor in
such films as Magnificent Seven; Run Silent,
Run Deep: None But the Brave and in TV
series Mission Impossible, Wagon Train,
Kojak. December 12, 2002.

RUSTY DRAPER, 80, popular recording
star in the 1950s and *60s with such hits as
“Gambler’s Guitar” and “The Shitting, Whis-
pering Sands.” March 29.

ROBERT DRYDEN, 86, actor whosc ra-
dio career spanncd four decadcs, appearing
in such programs as The Big Story, The
Shadow, Johnny Dollar, The FFalcon, The Far
Man, Crime Photographer, Studio One and the
CBS Radio Mystery Theatre. December 16.
BUDDY EBSEN, 95, veterun dancer-turncd-
actor who appearcd in film musicals in the
1930s and "40s and on TV in Davy Crockert.,




Katharine Hepburn
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Beverly Hillbillies and Barnaby Jones. July 6.
Read the article on page 16.

ANTHONY EISLEY, 78, actor who co-
starred with Robert Conrad in the 1959-63
TV series Hawaiian Eye. January 29.

- JACK ELAM, 84, veteran character actor
and movie villain in a string of western and
B-movies in the 1940s and *50s. October 20.
STANLEY FAFARA, 54, actor who por-
trayed Whitey on TV’s Leave It to Beaver
from 1957-63. Seplember 20.

JINX FALKENBERG, 84, World War 11
cover girl and fashion model who went on to
star with her husband, Tex McCrary, to pio-
neer in a pair ot radio talk shows in the 1950s.
August 27.

IRVING FOY, 94, ihe youngest and last of
the “Seven Little Foys™ vaudcville act who,
with their father Eddie Foy Sr. entertained au-
dicnees in the first quarter of the 20th Cen-
tury. April 20.

DON GIBSON, 75, Country Music Hall of
Famer recognized for writing and singing
such hits as “I Can’t Stop Loving You” and
“Lonesome Mc.” November 17.

JERRY GOLDEN, 79, veteran announccr
whose 35-year career was ccentered in Chi-
cago on stations WLS, WBBM, WGN. Hc
was one of the first announcers to report the
shots tired at President Kennedy’s motorcade
in Dallas in 1963. January 8.

BUDDY HACKETT, 78, comcdian and
stand-up comic whose career began in the
Catskill Resort area and continued in night-
clubs, in personal appearancces, on television
and in such films as Music Man and It'’s «
Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World. June 30.

Gordon Jump
PHOTOFEST

Larry Lesueur

DAVID HEMMINGS, 62, British actor
known to Amcrican audiences for his 1966
film Blowup.” December 3.
KATHARINE HEPBURN, 96, one of the
greatest Academy Award-winning actresses
of the 20th Century, starring in such films as
Philadelphia Story, African Queen and a
string of movie comedies co-starring Spen-
cer Tracy. June 29.
Read the article on page 28

GEORGE ROY HILL, 81, Oscar-winning
motion picture director of The Sting, Butch
Cussidy and the Sundance Kid and Siup Shot.
December 27, 2002.
WENDY HILLER, 90, British actress who
starred on slage and screen in a 50-ycar ca-
reer. She was George Bernard Shaw’s choice
to play Eliza Doolittle in Pygmalion in the
1950s and won an Oscar for the film Sepa-
rate Tubles in 1958. May 14.
GREGORY HINES, 57, Tony-winning tap
dancing star on Broadway in the 1980s and
’90s who went on to acting roles in films and
television. August 9.
EARL HINDMAN, 61, actor known to fans
of the Home Improvement TV comedy series
as the barcly-seen next-door neighbor Wil-
son, who always peered over the back-yard
fence. December 29.
BOB HOPE, 100, America’s beloved comec-
dian and entertainer of troops whosc 20-year
radio career (1935-55) was the foundation for
his superslardom in all phases of show busi-
ness. He was inducted into the Radio Hall of
Fame in 1990. July 27.
LARRY HOVIS, 67, actor best known for
his rdle as Sgt. Carter in the 1960s TV series
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Hogan's Heroes. Scptember 9,

PEANUTS HUCKO, 85, jazz clarinctist
who piayed with Glenn Milicr during World
War 1l and also with Louis Armstrong,
Lawrence Welk, Bob Chester, Ray McKinlcy
and Charlie Spivak. June 19.

CHUBBY JTACKSON, 34, bass piayer who
gained famc with Woody Herman’s First Herd
and who also played with T.ouis Armstrong,
Charlic Barnet, Dukc Ellington and Dizzy
Gillespie. In 1960 he had a kids' TV show in
Chicago and latcr in New York. October 1.
GRAHAM JARVIS, 72, character actor best
known for playing Charlic Haggers in the
Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman TV series in
the 1970s. April 16.

MICHAEL JEETER, 50, characler actor
who appeared on the series Evening Star and
was known on Sesame Street as The Other
Mr. Noodle. March 30.

GORDON JUMP, 71, actor best known as
the befuddled radio station manageron TV’s
WKRP in Cincinnati and later as the lonely
Maytag repairman in a popular scries of tele-
vision commercials. September 27.

ELTA KAZAN, 94, Broadway and motion
picture director of such hits as Death of a
Salesman, A Streetcar Named Desire and On
the Waterfront. September 28.

IRV KUPCINET, 91, Chicago Sun-Times
columnist (Kup’s Column) and TV personal-
ity for over 60 years. He was a color analyst
for Chicago Bears football games on radio
for more than 20 years. November 10.
STACY KEACH SR, 88, character actor,
producer and dircctor known for his role as
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Professor Carlson in the TV series Ger Smurr.
February 13.

HOPE LANGE, 70, movie and TV actress
who appeared on the big screen in Pevton
Place, Bus Stop, Youns Lions, Pocketful of
Miracles and in The Ghost and Mrs. Muir
TV series (1968-70). Deccmber 19.
LARRY LE SUEUR, 93, long-time CI3S8
News corrcspondent who was onc of Fd
Murrow’s *boys” during WW 11. He was the
first U. S. newsman to broadcast from the
American Normandy beachhead in France.
February §.

VINCE LLOYD, 86, long-time broadcaster
for WGN and the Chicago Cubs, working
with Jack Brickhouse and Lou Boudreau in a
career that spanncd 38 years. July 3.
DOROTHY LOUDEN, 70, Tony-award-
winning Broadway star who played Miss
Hannigan in the hit show Annie and appearcd
in many stage and TV shows. November 15.
DON LUCKI, 70, Chicago area musician.
band leader and radio announcer who per-
formed with many polka bands and was a
disc jockey on many stations including
WIND, WLTD, WAIT, WTAQ and the Satel-
lite Music Network, Deccmber 21.
GISELE MacKENZIE, 76, Canadian-born
singer who appeared on Club Fifteen and the
Mario Lanza Show on radio and on TV in
Your Hit Parade, Sid Caesar Show and her
ownserics. In the early 1950s she toured with
Jack Benny, singing and performing violin
ducts. September 5.

TEX McCRARY, 92, New York publicist
who, along with his wife Jinx Falkenberg,




Robert Stack
PHOTOFEST

Penny Smglton

helped popularize the radio talk show format
in the 1950s with a pair of daily broadcasts.
July 29.

" TYLER McVEY, 91, veteran radio an-
nouncer and actor who played Elwood
Giddings on One Man s Family and appeared
on such programs as Gene Autrv’s Melody
Ranch, Lux Radio Theatre, Hermit's Cave
plus many movic and TV roles. July 4.
HERBIE MANN, 73, versatilc jazz flutist
who influenced a generation of musicians in
his search for new sounds from around thc
world. July 1.

MARTIN ‘RED’MOTTLOW, 76, sports re-
porter and anchor on Chicago radio for almost
30 years beginning in the 1950s. May 12.
CLIFF NORTON, 84, veteran comedian and
character actor who appeared on carly TV
with Dave Garroway and other Chicago-origi-
nated shows, and on many TV dramas and
sitcoms. Junuary 25.

BILL O’CONNOR, 79, {ong-time Chicago
radio and TV broadcaster and advertising
spokcsman for such clients as Admiral Tele-
vision, Tavern Pale Beer, Libby I'umniture Co.,
and Polk Bros. January 18.

DONALD O’CONNOR, 78, song-and-
dance comedian whose “Mauke ’em Laugh”
routine in Singin ' in the Rain had audiences
checering for halla century. Also a success in
a series of Francis the Talking Mule {ilms,
and in many TV, stage and nightclub appear-
anccs. September 27.

GREGORY PECK, 87, onc of the great [ilm
stars of the 20th Century, appearing in such
hits as To Kill a Mockingbird, Man in the Grey

es| e oods

Les Tremayne

Flannel Suit, MacArthur and Roman Holiday.
June 12.

LLOYD PETTIT, 76, long-time Chicago
sports broadcaster, known as the voice of the
Blackhawks on WGN radio for 14 years. He
also did Cubs games on TV with Jack
Brickhouse for many ycars. November 11.
VERA IHRUBA RALSTON, 79, Czcch-
bom ice skating star who had a B3-movic ca-
reer at Republic Pictures in the 1940s and
’50s, appearing in such films as The Lady and
the Monster, Lake Placid Serenade, Dakota,
The Fighting Kentuckian and Fuir Wind to
Java. February 9.

JOHN RITTER, 54, Emmy-winning TV ac-
tor who starred as Sack Tripper on Three's
Company from 1977-84, on Eight Simple
Rules 2002-03 and as gucst star 1 a great
many shows and series and in dozens of
made-for-1V films. September 11.
ROBERT ROCKWELL, 82, actor who
played shy biology teacher Philip Boynton
on the TV version of Qur Miss Brooks and
who appeared in hundreds of radio and tele-
vision programs during a 50-year career. Janu-
ary 25.

FRED ROGERS, 74, TV’s much-loved Mis-
ter Rogers who, for 32 years gently invited
millions of children to spend a beautiful day
in his neighborhood, beginning in 1968. Feb-
ruary 27.

WALTER SCHAREF, 92, musical dircctor for
radio’s Phil Harris-Alice Fave Show who also
composed, arranged or conducted the music
for 2‘50 movies and TV programs, including
White Christmas, [lans Christian Andersen,
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Funny Girl, Mission Impossible and Man
Jrom UN.C.L.E. Fcbruary 24,

MARTHA SCOTT, 90, motion picturc ac-
tress in such films as Qur Town, Cheers for
Miss Bishop, Ten Commandments, Ben Hur:
She won an Oscar for her role in Our Town.
May 2.

RICHARD STMMONS, 89, actor who por-
trayed Sergeant Preston of the Yikon on the
syndicated 'V series in 1955. January 11.
PENNY SINGLETON, 95, actress best-
known for her portrayal of Blondic in (ilms
from 1938-50 and on radio from 1939-49.
She had her own Penny Singleton Show on
radio in 1950 and was the voice of Jane Jetson
on The.Jeisons animatcd cartoon serics on TV
1962-75. November 12.

FLORENCE STANLEY, 79, actress known
as Mrs. Fishon 1'V's Barney Miller and Fish
series. October 3.

DON STANLEY, 85, NBC radio-television
staff announcer for 46 years who worked on
dozens of radio shows, including Nero Wolfe,
The Suint, Bergen und McCarthy and A Day
in the Life of Dennis Day. January 20.
ROBERT ST. JOHN, 100, journaiist who
broadcast WW 11 news trom Europe for NRC,
reporting on the London blitzkricg, the
Normandy landing and thc dropping of the
atomic bomb on Hiroshima. He stayed on
the air 72 hours when the Japanese surren-
dered. February 6.

ROBERT STACK, 84, actor in more than
70 films and countless TV shows, best known
for his role as Eliot Ness on The Unfouch-
ables (1959-63) and Unsoived Mpysteries
(1987-2002). May 14.

LYNN THIGPEN, 54, film, stage and TV
actress who co-starred on TV's The District,
on Al My Children and was the chief in the
PBS series Where in the World is Carmen
Sandiego. March 12.

LES TREMAYNE, 90, popular radio actor
who starred on First Nighter. The Thin Man,
Betty and Bob, The Falcon and appcared in
countless other broadcasts during radio’s
golden age, at one point being heard on 45
radio shows a week with one of the most rec-
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ognizable voices in Amcrica. He appcearcd
in such feature films as War of the Worlds and
North By Northwest and on many TV shows.
He was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame
in 1995. Decembcr 19.

GLORIA VAN, 82, big band vocalist who
sang with Johnny “Scat” Davis, Hal Mcln-
tyre and Gene Krupa. She was a Chicaga
and Midwest favorite who appeared on TV s
Wayne King Show and the Tonight Show with
Jack Paar. December 24, 2002.

JOHN WEICGEL, 89, Chicago broadcaster
who founded WCIU, Channel 26, and who
had worked in radio and TV as announcer,
newscaster and weatherman.  Father of the
late news and sportscaster Tim Weigel. De-
cember 12, 2002,

SAM WEINSTEIN, 88, Chicagoland’s pre-
micre bowling cnthusiast who hosted 7en Pin
Tuttler, first on WCFL and then on WGN ra
dio from 1935-95. June 4.

JERRY WILLIAMS, 79, pioncer taik show
host who broadcast on WBBM, Chicago in
the 1960s and on many other stations in a
career that spanned more than three decades.
He was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame
in 1996. April 29.

LESLIE WOODS, 90, radio actress who
played the role of the lovely Murgo Lane
on The Shadow in 1945-46 and appearcd
on Boston Blackie, Crime Phoiographer.
Inner Sanctum and numerous daytime dra-
mas. August 2.

SHEB WOOLLEY, 82, veteran actor-singer
who had a big hit with his 1958 recording,
“The Purple Pcople Eater” and appeared on
TV in Rawhide und in such films as High
Noon and Giant. September 16,

VERA ZORINA, 86, dancer and actress in
ballet, film and stage productions in the 19305
and *40s. April 9.

This Nccrology also appcars on our website:
www.nostalgiadigest.com

GONE...BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
We Remember Them Well




CONCERT AND BUFFET
Sunday, May 2", 2004

St End Trip Includes:

_ *Qur own chartered train cars

? Jazz *1920s and 30s music concert
Band * All-you-can-eat buffet

*Ragtime piano by Rod Biensen

*Silent two-reel comedy movie
with live band accompaniment

And the band will be along to play on the train as well

This popular event takes place at the historic dance hall, The Blue
Lantern, in Hudson Lake, Indiana. Many famous musicians have
performed there, such as Tommy Dorsey; Bix Beiderbecke; Coon-
Sanders; Guy Lombardo; Lawrence Welk; Jack Teagarden and many
more.

Our train leaves at 10:00 a.m. from the South Shore Line/NICTD station
at Randolph and Michigan in Chicago and returns at 7:00 p.m.

Entire event is $50.00 per person

We have sold out in the past, so don’t wait

Reserve your seat now

For tickets and info, send a large SASE to:

Mike Bezin, 2843 Maple Avenue Berwyn, llinois 60402

An info sheet will be included with your ticket order
Or visit our web site at www.westendjazzband.com
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Louella Parsons had the distinction of be-
ing Hollywood’s leading gossip columnist
from the glorious 1930s until the mid-
1960s.

Her name is forever wedded to

First Lady Of Hollywood

"‘Parsons

as self-inflated as her modem-day media
counterpart, was just as influential in her
time, but reaching a far broader audience
than just housewives.

A discontented houscwife she hersell

Tinseltown’s storied
past, synonymous
with thosc halcyon
days of studio film-
making and movie
magazines. Conjure
up images ol pre-
mieres, art dcco
nightclubs, dinners
at the Brown Derby,
and Beverly Hills
parties and you
would undoubtedly
find “Lolly” Parsons
in the middle of it,
She was a power-
ful female whose

Louella Parsons

had once becen. She
could never quitc (it
into small-town lifc
in lowa, but
Louella’s story be-
gins much carlier.
A native 111i-
noisan, she was
born Louella Rasc
Oettinger in Free-
port on August 6,
1880, although
some accounts list
her year of birth as
1881, 1884, and
cven 1893. She grew
up in Dixon, [Ninois.

voice carried clout,
whether her words were read in her syndi-
cated column or heard over the radio.
Sixty ycars later we see what an Oprah
Winfrey can do for an author in her “Book
Club,” instantly turning an obscure novcl
into a must-read, So, too, was it with
Louclla in the motion picturc community,
whose sought-after “plug” could help turn
an unknown actor, like a Ronald Reagan,
into a major star. Louclla, though not quite

Matthew C. Hoffinan of Niles, IHlinois is a
film historian and free-lance writer:
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and while attending
high school she worked as dramatic cditor
and assistant to the city editor on the Morn-
ing Star, the town’s local ncwspaper.

In 1904 she marricd real estate business-
man John Parsons and the two moved (o
Burlington, lowa. Here she would have her
only child, daughter Harriet, who was bom
m 1906. After a divorce, Louella married
riverboat captain Jack McCaffrey, but this
union fared no better. When he lefi her, she
took Harriet with her to Chicago, wherc
Louclla started work at the Tribune. It was
during this time as a reporter that she forged




her first link with Hol-
lywood.

In 1912 she sold a
script called Chains to
the Essanay Com-
- pany, which was soon
turned into a one-
reeler starring Francis
X. Bushman. This
would be her first ex-
pericnce as a scenario
writcr.

In 1914, Louclla
began a movic col-
umn — the country’s
first— for the Chicugo Record-Herald while
authoring a book, How to Write For the
‘Movies.’ Four years later she would be out
of a job when the paper was taken over by
publisher William Randolph Hearst.

Unemployed, Louclla and Harriet were
on the move again, this time to New York.
She continued her movic writing for the
New York Morning Telegraph. After prais-
ing actress Marion Davies in one of her
write-ups, Hearst, who was Davies’ bene-
factor, took notice and made a shrewd deal
to get Louella into his stable. A three-year
contract was struck to syndicate her writ-

Hollywaod Hotel

Humphrey Bogart, Louella Parsons, Bette D .
. e was short-lived, how-
PHOTOFEST

" Hollywood Hotel

Clark Gabte, Louella Parsons, Stuart Erwin

PHOTOFEST
g under the Tlcarst Universal Scrvice ban-
ner, which included 600 daily newspapers.

Forevermore, she would be linked to the
Hearst name. Some in Hollywood belicved
she was given a lifetime contract as a re-
ward for keeping her mouth shut about the
mysterious death (or murder) of pioneer
dircctor Thomas Ince aboard Hearst’s pri-
vate yacht. Rumor had it she was there on
that November night in 1924 and witncssed
the events that remain unclear to this day.

By 1925, Louella was facing her own
mortality when she was diagnosed with tu-
berculosis and was given the old “six
months to live” line.
At Hearst’s behest she
spent those months on
the West Coust and
continued her column
in Hollywood. Her
health rebounded, and
by 1929 her pay-
checks hit S500 a
week. A year earlier,
in 1928, she had made
her radio debut. The
program, sponsored
by Sunkist, had her
interviewing movic
stars. This program
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ever, but scrved as a trial run for her next
big radio break. Before this, though, she
got married for a third time, this time to
Dr. Harry Martin. “Docky-wocky,” as she
called him, worked as a technical medical

Hol/ywobd Hotel
Louella Parsons, Mae West

PHOTOFEST
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Hollywoad Hotel
Dick Powell, Myrna Loy, William Powell, Louella Parsons, Ted Fio Rita

. . . N PHOTOFEST
advisor in motion pictures.

Finally, in 1934, as hcr name continued
to appear bylined throughout the country,
her break came when she hosted the Ho/-
lywood Hotel radio program.

Sponsored by Campbell’s Soup, the
show had her interviewing movie stars
whosc films were showcased. Louella did
the selecting and thosc films that were dra-
matized on air did well at the box office.
For this reason she was courted by the high
and mighty of Hollywood.

The radio program jumped from 39th to
10th in the ratings, but the stars, for their
efforts, received only free soup. So success-
ful was Hollywood Hotel that by 1937 i

Joan Crawford and Louella Parsons
with socialite Cobina Wright Sr.  «

PHOTOFES!




} was turned into a Busby Berkeley film ex-
| travaganza starring Dick Powell. Louella
also turned up in the cast, playing herself.
However, by the summer of 1938 the Ra-
dio Guild had to close down all “free tal-
ent” broadcasts. With Louella’s main at-
traction now gone, she left the program and
returned to writing.

In the years to come she would make
other appearances before the cameras in
films such as Without Reservations (1946)
and Starlifi (1951), but never again would
she be as popular over the airwaves as she
was during Hollywood Hotel’s success.

Known for her “crow-like” voice and an
unsophisticated manner, “Lolly” Parsons
was not the most literate of writers, but her
impact cannot be underestimated. In her
prime she was a one-woman “Access
Hollywood” — promoting in her column and
on her weekly quarter-hour gossip radio pro-
gram what was new while revealing secrets
akin to those found in the present day tab-
loids such as The National Enquirer: Ter sen-
sationalistic prose covered who was going
10 marry whom, who was “going oul” with
whom - in short, all the titillation readers
and listeners at that time wanted. Her scoops
turned up in countries as close as Canada

Holtywood Hotel
Louella Parsons, Ruby Keeler,
Al Jolson, Dick Powell

PHOTOFEST
and as far as Egypt and I[ndia.

Louella was never the most accurate, to
be sure, once referring in print to William
Wellman’s The President Vanishes first ag
The Vunishing American and (hen as The
President Disappears. Time magazine said
of Louella, “Her friends always stand by
her. When she prematurely published a

claim that an actress was pregnant, the

Ho//ywao(;-Hote/
Charles Winninger, Deanna Durbin, Louella Parsons,

Dick Powell, Binnie Barnes, frances Langford

oo
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actress’s husband hastened to
prove her correct.” She had scc-
rctaries who helped her with all
this. Her material always went
by tcletype from Tinseltown to
the Los Angeles Examiner,
where it then went on to New
York City for distribution. A
1940 profile described her as
always being in a hurry, “be-
ing about 20 minutes late men-
tally from the time she rises
until the time shc reaches her
bed again.”

In 1937, after antagonizing
MGM studio head Louis B. Mayer with
her power, Louella received fierce compe-
tition from Hedda Hopper, whose career
was boosted by Mayer. Hopper, a washed-
up character actress, would be Louella’s
chief nemesis, and for the next 25 years,
the two would spcw venomn at each other.
No shot was too low. Hedda was known to
make fun of Louella’s “bald spot.”

This bitter rivalry, covered in George
Eells’ 1973 book Hedda and Louelia,

Iz
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would go on until Hedda’s dcath in 1966.

Today, one can’t help but think of the onc
when the other is mentioned.

A tool of William Hearst, Louclla did her
best to attack Citizen Kane (1941) and dis-
credit dircctor Orson Welles, who basced the
film on the life of her boss. But this would
be a losing battle for Louella. The powcr
of the motion picture medium out-trumped
anything Louclla could type, and over time
Citizen Kane would be recognized as a
masterpiece while her name would fall out
of fashion.

She would write two books in the years
to come: the best-scller The Gay Hliterate
(1944) and the autobiographical Tell ¢ 1v
Louella (1962).

In 1965 she ended her column, and on
December 9, 1972, she died in a Santa
Monica nursing home, perhaps a sad end
for a woman who had expericnced so many
highs in her lifctime — but poetic justice
{or those hurt by her malicious gossip.

For forty years Louella Parsons served
the daily dish while making and breaking
carecrs in the process, Dubbed the First
Lady of Hollywood, she was also the most
feared woman in town. ]

Tune in TWTD June 19 to hear Louella
Parsons on Hollywood Hotel.



| A .:ne- Man Army

BY RANDALL G MIELKE

During one of the best-remembered and
oft-repeated speeches of modern cinema,
Clint Eastwood,. as Inspector Harry
Callahan, tracks down a criminal and points
a gun at his head.

“I know what you’re thinking,” says
Callahan, matter-of-factly, “Did be fire six
shots or only five? Well, to tcll you the truth,
in all this excilement, I’ve kinda lost track
myselt. But being as this is a .44 Magnum,
the most powerful handgun in the world,
and would blow your head clean off,
you've got to ask yourself one question:
‘Do I feel lucky today?' Well, do ya,
punk?”

In the Dirry Harry films of the 1970s and
1980s, Eastwood portraycd Callahan as a
cop who was often hindered from catch-
ing his man by the burcaucratic system. He
was a bit of an anti-hero, but he was trying
to do everything possible to clean up the
streets.

By the time the Dirfy Harry films began
in 1971, Eastwood had already established
himself in motion pictures as the Man With
No Namc in several [talian westerns, in-
cluding For a Few Dollars More. Inspec-
tor Harry Callahan was the Man With No
Name, but in a neatly cut suit, clean shave,
shirt and tie — and an imposing .44 Mag-
num gun.

Dirty Harry (1971) was the original
screen adventure of Eastwood’s maverick
San Francisco detective. In the film, “Dirty
Harry” Callahan is outfoxed by a mania-

Randall G. Mielke of Warrenville, Ilinois
is an author and free-lance writer.

" Dirty Harry (1971)
Clint Eastwood
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cal killer {Andy Robinson) and finally de-
cides to deal out justice in his own distinc-
tive fashion.

The story, originally called “Dead
Right,” was written by ITarry Julian Fink
and his wife, Rita M. Fink. The script was
making the rounds in Hollywood and vari-
ous screenplays had been written to fit vari-
ous stars. At one stage, Frank Sinatra was
going to do it, but he was reportedly un-
happy with the multiple script drafts, and
had to pull out of the project because of a
badly injurcd hand.

“Originally, the part was written for an
older man than I was when I first played
it,” said Eastwood in an interview. “He was
a guy who had been on the force 4 long
time, a mature guy who was fed up with
what he saw happening to people. The laws

Spring 2004 ANostalgis Digest -13-




arc crazy, he was saying. A lot of people
felt that way. That’s one of the reasons the
filims are so popular.”

When Warner Bros. offered the part to
Eastwood, he insisted that Don Siegel be
brought in to direct. (Sicgel had directed
Eastwood in Coogan's Bluff (1968), Two
Mules for Sisier Sara (1970), and The Be-
guiled (1971).) Dean Riesner was put on
the script to polish up the Eastwood char-
acler to an cven greater superhuman level
of action.

Others in the cast of Dirty Harry in-
cluded Harry Guardino as a police super-
visor; Reni Santoni as Callahan’s picked-
upon partner, Chico; John Vernon as the
mayor, and John Mitchum as (he over-
weight cop DiGiorgio, who trailed behind
Callahan and provided comic reliet.

Dirty Harry was followed by Magnum
Force (1973), but it is not quite as good as
the original film. If audicnce members ex-
pected an answer as to how and why the
dctective had rejoined the forcc after
chucking away his badge in Dirty Harry,
they were disappointed. No explanation
was ever given. If any moviegoers remem-

\
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bered the sad, bitter Callahan who domi-
nated the first film, they were surprised by
the new character in the second installment.
In Dirty Harry, Callahan was alonc in lifc.
grieving the loss of his wife. In Magnum
force, Callahan became sexier and morc
appealing.

Part of the appcal for Eastwood was that
writer John Milius wrapped the plot around
a group of rogue police officers within the
San Francisco police department who were
bent on the systematic extermination ol
criminals. As far as Eastwood was con-
cerned, this translated to one thing: there
are worsc cops than Dirty Harry.

In the film, mysterious murders of crimi-
nals who have escaped prosecution are
being committed all over San Francisco.
The suspicion is falling on the biggest
crime bosses in the city, but Callahan docs
not buy it. He suspects that the killings arc
being committed by cops — traftic cops. In
the film, Hal Tolbrook plays Callahan’s es-
tablishment antagenist and young actors
David Soul, Tim Mathceson, Robert Urich.
and Kip Niven portray the “death squad™
policemen. One of the famous lines from
the movie that Callahan repcats several
times in the film is “A man'’s got to know
his limitations.”

Perhaps Eastwood took Callahan’s ad-
vice when he returned with The Enforcer
in 1976 as the serics scemed to get back
on track. Part of the interest this time
around was due to his supporting cast, as
Callahan is grudgingly tcamed with De-
tective Katc Moore (Tyne Daly) in the film.

The story centers an a group of sel(-pro-
claimed revolutionaries who are threaten-
ing San Francisco. The city wants to pin
the threat on black militants, but Callahan
isn’t buying it, and he is suspended for in-
subordination. So, when the terrorists kid-
nap the mayor, Callahan uscs cvery tactic at
his disposal to hunt them down and confroni
them 1n a final showdown at Alcatraz Island,




Magnum Force (1973)
Clint Eastwood

st

where the mayor is being held hostage.

The Enforcer is more like the original
Dirty Harry with Callahan scemingly re-
verting back to his first incarnation when
he says: “What kind of dcpartment are we
running when we’re more concerned with
the rights of the criminals than of the people
we're supposcd to be protecting?”

Surprisingly, by 1983, a full 12 years
after the first Dirty Harry film, Eastwood
made Sudden Impact, which proved to be
the most successful film of the scries.

In addition to playing Harry Callahan,
Eastwood also directed the film. In the
story, a killer (Sondra Locke) is methodi-
cally extracting bloody revenge on the gang
of thugs who raped her and a younger sis-
ter. 1t becomes Callahan’s job to track her
down, but not until he has done away with
a number of villains.

The story began life as a small film that
LCastwood had considered producing, but
not starring in. After beginning work on
the screenplay, writer Joseph Stinson came
up with the idea of tuming it into a Dirty
Harry film. Lastwood liked it, and
Callahan’s return was set. In Sudden Im-
pact Dirty Harry is meaner, pasticr, and -

PHOTOFES]
surprisingly — funnier than ever before with

such immontal lines as: “Go ahead, make
my day.”

It might have seemed that by 1988 the
series would have run its course. But The
Dead Pool, Eastwood’s fifth Dirty Harry
adventure, is a surprisingly strong entry.
The story revalves around disgusting rock
stars, satanic music videos, and obsessed
know-it-all fans as Callahan tracks down a
weirdo who is murdering celebritics on a
list that also carries Callahan’s name. Ac-
tion and humor are in abundance in the
film, and The Dead Pool, although nol as
financially successful as Sudden Impact,
was another moncy maker.

The Dirty Harry films were popular, in
part, because both men and women were
attracted to Eastwood’s character of Harry
Callahan. Callahan was the kind of man
that men would like to be and the type that
most women fantasize about having a re-
lationship with. His way of fighting the
system while still fighting for justice was
a refreshing changc from what many
people saw happening around them.

In short, Eastwood’s Dirty Harry made
many pcople’s day. |
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Buddy Ebsen:

[Ilinois Hillbilly

BY WALTER SCANNELL

He could dance, but not as well as Ray
Bolger or Bill “Bojangles™ Robinson. He
could recite lines, but he would never be
mistaken for a real actor. All Christian
“Buddy™ Ebsen could oftcr was a slow-
moving likability. Yet somconc did a little
math on television shows and came up with
the astounding fact that more people tuncd
in 1o a Buddy Ebsen program than any
other performer in the history of the me-
dium. Buddy was as bewildered about his
success as anyonc clsc. Especially consid-
ering his bad luck in films.

Ebsen was born on April 2, 1908, in the
southern Illinois city of Belleville. His
Latvian mother was in declining health, and
his Danish father was a physical culture
instructor at a Gierman athletic and social
club. Perhaps having four sisters kept the
boy genial, and an aunt started calling him
Buddy. “We were as poor as you could get,”
Ebsen reminisced, “but we were never un-
loved or underfed.”

When he was 12 his family moved to
Palm Beach and then Orlando during the
Florida land boom, in hopes that his mother
would regain her health. Buddy’s father ran
Orlando’s first dance school and managed
the Mayfieid Hotel in Daytona Beach. Feel-
ing helpless seeing one of his four sisters
suffer an epileptic seizure, Buddy wanted
to become a doctor. The young man took
up prc-med at the University of Florida but
gave that up and studied acting at Rollins
College until dropping out at age 20.

Walter Scannell is a history buff and
nostalgia fan from Chicago.
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Buddy and his sister Vilma settled in
New York, where they danced in talent
shows and what was called “the lowcer cnd
of the vaudcville circuit” — any hick town
with a train running through it. When
Buddy made it to Broadway, it was on S50
he had borrowed from another sister so he
could join the chorus linc in Eddie Cantor’s
Whaopie. Then it was back to hoofing with
Vilma.

By the mid-1930s they were good
enough to catch the eye of an MGM pro-
ducer. Both signed two-year contracts, and
after dancing with Eleanor Powell in
Broadway Melody of 1936 Buddy's salary
rose to $2,000 a week. But when Vilma’s
contract ran out, she was Ict go.

Buddy wasn’t fast and snappy like a lot
of hoefers. He danced as if by nature, mak-
ing a charming partner for Shirley Temple
in Captain January. He moved with gracc
and prescnce, and a sort of American de-
cency camc through.

With fewer musicals being made, Buddy
was given small roles in “straight” (ilms
such as Yellow Jack, about the U.S. Army’s



" experiment with
volunteers to {ind
- the causc of yellow
fever. Bul before
TV, Ebsen was best
- known for the role
he didn't play.

Everything was
set lor him as the
Scarecrow in The
Wizard of Oz, a part
he seemcd made
for because of his
ease with young
actors and his
scarecrow-like
build of being a lean 6 feet 3. But Ray
Bolger, originally cast as thc Tin Woodman,
impressed studio heads with his loose-
limbed impression of the straw character,
and Buddy was tatked into accepting the
Tin Woodman role. He said it didn’t mat-
ter, but it must havc.

The sets were ready, the lighting was
worked out, and Judy Garland was ner-
vously eager to prove hersclf, but Buddy
became seriously ill. Doctors determincd

Wizard of Oz Make-up test
Buddy Ebsen as Tin Woodman
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Captain January (1936)
Shirley Temple and Buddy Ebsen
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that the aluminum-based makeup powder
that covered him had coated his lungs like
paint and could kill him if hc¢ continued
any longer. In the tenth day of shooting, it
was clear he had 10 be replaced. An alumi-
num paste was developed, and the role went
to Jack Haley, who did little with it.

Although easygoing, Buddy had an in-
dependent streak. MGM offered him a
seven-ycar contract that would give the
front office absoluic control over his ca-
reer. When he refused (o accept it, he was
blackballed and the floor dropped out on
his career.

Tgnoring his agent’s advice to retire, he
toured in the gentle comedy The Ma