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Most collector-restorers know of "Rider Manuals? 
Many of us routinely use these binders of old-time 
service information. This article explores Rider publi-
cations and reports on some useful ones that are not 
widely known. 

John F. Rider (Fig. 1), according to his published 
biography [1], was born in New York City in 1900 and 
educated at Cooper Union. He held a variety of 
technical positions in the new field of radio during the 
'20s: engineer, and then chief engineer of the J. W. 
Jones Mfg. Co., a maker of small parts 
(1921-25); a feature writer on radio 
matters for four New York daily news-
papers (1921-30); associate editor of 
Radio Engineering; managing editor of 
Radio Listener's Guide and Call Book; 
and technical editor of Motion Picture 
News (1929-31). 

Alan Douglas credits Rider with 
the design of one of the later models 
of the Grebe Synchrophase. About 
1930 he formed the Radio Treatise 
Company, renamed in 1933 John F. 
Rider Publisher, Inc. Between 1936 
and 1949, he developed a portfolio of 
eight patents on radio matters. The 
Rider Voltohmyst and Rider Chanalyst 
of 1938-39 were sold by Service Instruments Inc. [3], 
which shared a street address with the publishing house, 
and may safely be assumed to have been co-owned. 

During World War II, Rider served 31/2  years in the 
Signal Corps, leaving in 1945 with the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. His postwar amateur callsign was, 
appropriately, W2RID. He joined the Institute of 
Radio Engineers in 1923, becoming a life member in 
1963; joined the Radio Club of America in 1931, later 
being elected a Fellow, and receiving the club's Ralph 
Batcher Award for history documentation in 1977. 
After selling the publishing house to Hayden Books in 
1961-62, Rider died in 1985. 

• 

Figure 1. John Rider at the 
peak of his career. 

Rider's name appeared on a 
phenomenal number of books on radio 
servicing during the '30s and '40s (see 
box). One suspects he had help, from 
such staff writers as Seymour Uslan 
and G. C. B. Rowe, to do this much 
authorship while running the company. 
Many of Rider's books (for example, 
Aligning Phiko Receivers) have obvious 
use today. His firm distributed numer-
ous books by others in the later years. 
The 1962 line comprised 137 titles. 

Rider, headlined as Dean of the 
Servicemen, authored a series of Radio 
News "As I See It!" articles in 1939-42, 
on timely topics in radio repair. He 
contributed heavily to his house organ 

Successful Servicing, which published monthly, then bi-
monthly, from 1934 to at least 1953, less the war years. 
Figs. 2 and 3 reproduce late-'30s-vintage cartoons adver-
tising Rider publications from Successful Servicing. 
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John Rider had a dry sense of humor. The 1934 
edition of Servicing Superheterodynes was "dedicated to 
Janet (2 years old), who so kindly kept her mother busy 
while her father stayed away nights playing with super-
heterodynes." The Cathode-Ray Tube at Work was "dedi-
cated to Janet (3 years old), who displayed tremendous 
interest in cathode-ray oscillography by destroying the 
manuscript for the first three chapters." Automatic 
Record Changers and Recorders (1941) was "dedicated to 
the radio serviceman, who through no fault of his own 
is surrounded with pawls and cams and gears." 

The best known series of Rider's service material is 
his Perpetual Trouble Shooter's Manual, in 23 volumes: 
prewar sets, in Vols. 1-14, published between 1932 and 
1944; and postwar sets, in Vols. 15-23, between 1947 
and 1952. Devised to handle the needs of the indepen-
dent serviceman who was not privy to factory-printed 
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repair data supplied to authorized shops, and of the 
large shops that also had to fix radios of the smaller 
makers, these binders were in print for years. On the 
simpler sets, only a schematic diagram is given; on the 
more complex receivers like Scotts and National com-
munication sets, the coverage approaches a complete 
manufacturer's service manual. It was claimed that 
Volumes 1-15 covered 24,297 models! 

Rider had a long-running tie-in with RCA's 
service-support organization at Camden, NJ, being 
quoted often in the RCA Radio Service News, and 
co-authoring their book Radio Service Business Methods. 
He traveled tirelessly to speak at meetings of 
servicemen's associations under partial RCA 
sponsorship. RCA, National Union, and Raytheon 
offered servicemen the early volumes of his binders as 
premiums with tube purchases. 
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Figures 2 (top) and 3 (bottom). Cartoons advertising Rider's books, from 1939-'40 era issues of Successful Servicing. 

Radio Age January 1995 Page 3 



A good number of these binders have 
survived, not just because they were basic 
tools of a radio repair shop, but because 
the owner had a lot of money invested in 
them. Volume 7, alone, cost $10 in 1937 
- equivalent to about $95 in 1994 Lite 
Dollars. Fig. 4 shows the logo used to 
advertise Rider Manuals, and Fig. 5 shows 
a cartoon advertising the manuals. 

Rider originally had only light compe-
tition, first from the Gernsback Official 
Radio Service Manual (seven yearly vol-
umes, 1930-36); then from the yearly 
Supreme Publications Most-Often-Needed diagram 
books. The latter appeared as a single combined 
volume for 1926-38; then yearly for 1939-56, less the 
war years. The prewar Rider's binders, including the 
abridged-into-one Volumes 1-5 of 1944, remain widely 
available to collectors today; Rider kept selling them up 
to the end, and they are even found packaged as "new 
- old stock." Rider advertised a "combination manual" 
merging Vols. 1-3, with optional carrying handles. 
Recently seen in a flea market was an original combin-
ation of Volumes 4 through 7 into one huge binder. It 
was 8" thick! To plug sales of the books, Rider had a 
prewar "100% Club," entitling the buyer of a full set to 
a display certificate for his shop. 

Postwar, Rider ran into severe competition from 
Howard W. Sams and his Photofact folders, introduced 
in 1946. These, unlike Rider's terse binder material, 
gave lavish detail on a given set in a carefully standard-
ized format. As a result, it is far easier for today's 
restorer to find Sams' folders 1-189 covering the 1946 -
'52 period than to find Rider's Volumes 14-23 from 

THERE GOES JOE 
AGAIN I ! — HE GETS 
ALL THE JOBS/ 

,1
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Figure 4. Logo used to 
promote Rider Manuals 
for more than 20 years. 

the same era. Rider's first competitive 
response was to add "Clarified Schematics" 
on the more complex radios in his binders. 

Rider seems to have made a strategic 
error, yielding an important market to the 
competition: his binders neglect postwar 
hi-fi audio equipment. The Rider's index 
shows almost nothing under such impor-
tant names of 1946-52 as Altec-Lansing, 
Bell, Brook, Grommes, Leak, Magnecord, 
H. H. Scott, or Thordarson. By contrast, 
Sams routinely covered preamps, ampli-
fiers, and sound sources. 

For radio collectors, there is an early Rider binder 
set that is little known. On starting out, Rider pub-
lished a binder titled Perpetual Trouble Shooter's Manual 
in 1930, growing it by supplements into volumes dated 
1931 and 1932. Reaching about 1000 pages, these have 
about the same contents as the better known Volumes 
1 and 2. They use a similar format but are organized 
and indexed differently. For example, the index for 
1932 is divided into (regular) receivers, Canadian 
receivers, shortwave and kit receivers, midget receivers, 
power amplifiers, battery eliminators and power units, 
and set analyzers. In indexes published in later years, 
these volumes are given as "Early." These rare binders 
may be underpriced in the flea market because of 
unfamiliarity, but can be quite useful. There was also 
an early "Radiotron Complete Manual" with its own 
organization and carrying the contents of regular Vols. 
1-3. 
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Figure 5. Cartoon from Rider's Successful Servicing promoting the first five volumes of Rider's Radio Manuals. The 
title was "The Quintuplets Work for Efficiency Joe." 
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Some material in the 1930-32 binders is not 
found in Volumes 1 or 2: a couple of Aero Products 
shortwave sets, a Gray & Danielson superhet, Polo 
Engineering Lab and Supertone Products shortwave 
converters, Airex and Mayo battery eliminators, and 
20 pages of Canadian Marconi and Canadian 
Westinghouse receivers. Rider's place in the 
Canadian market went to books from the Radio 
College of Canada. 

The 1931-33 volumes and the regular Volume 1 
cover types of equipment not addressed in later 
years: Western Electric theater and PA amplifiers 
(8-B, 9-A, etc.), the RCA Theremin, and so on. The 
1931-33 volumes and numbered volumes 1-7 cover 
many test instruments (generators, tube testers, set 
analyzers, etc.) made by General Radio, Hickok, 
Jewell, Supreme, and Weston - of interest to 
test-gear restorers. [A 1931 Rider binder that I have 
includes a thick tutorial section on servicing inserted 
prior to the schematics. It includes topics such as 
vacuum tubes, automatic volume control; trouble-
shooting loudspeakers and pickups, set analyzers, and 
more. Very informative! - Editor] 

Rider produced specialized auto-radio manuals in 
1933 and 1935, and then another in 1954 covering 
1950-54 models. There was also a PA-system binder 
covering 1938-48 equipment. 

The history of rock-'n-roll music is full of 
"one-hit wonders" — bands that vanished after 
producing only one suomssful record. Rider's 
binders chronicle "one-hit wonders" in the radio field. 
Some examples are ABC Radio Laboratories (1936), 
Aeromotive Equipment Corp. (1946), American 
Communications Corp. (1945), Ariel Radio Corp. 
(ca. 1932), up through the Western Radio Mfg. Co. 
(1929). But we shouldn't snicker. At least these 
firms were big enough to make it into Rider's, 
whereas the really obscure makers didn't. 

Rider's binders are only an imprecise way to date 
a particular receiver. For example, a 1928 Kolster 
power amplifier didn't appear until Volume 6, in 
1935 - four years after Kolster had vanished. The 
documentation on Scott sets was particularly 
irregular as to timing [4]. Sets from, say, Philco's 
1938 model year are covered mainly in Volume 8 
(1937), but also in Vols. 9-11 ('38-'40). Some Philco 
37-xx sets are incorrectly indexed as 38-xx models. 

When commercial television came on the horizon 
in the late 1930s, Rider simply included the first 
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BOOKS BY JOHN F. RIDER 

Aligning Philco Receivers, Vol. I (1937), 
Vol. II (1941) 

An Hour a Day with Rider on Resonance and 
Alignment (1936) 

An Hour a Day with Rider on Alternating Currents in 
Radio Receivers (1940) 

An Hour a Day with Rider on Automatic Volume 
Control (1937) 

An Hour a Day with Rider on D-C Voltage 
Distribution in Radio Receivers (1936) 

An Introduction to Frequency Modulation (1940) 
Automatic Frequency Control Systems (1940) 
Automatic Record Changers and Recorders 

(1935, 1941) 
Encyclopedia on Cathode Ray Oscilloscopes and 

Their Uses (with S. D. Uslan; 1951, 1959) 
FM Transmission and Reception (with S. D. Uslan; 

1948, 1950) 
How to Use Meters (1953; with Sol. D. Prensky, 

ca. 1959) 
Inside the Vacuum Tube (with S. D. Uslan, 1947) 
Installation and Servicing of Low Power Public 

Address Systems (1949) 
Obtaining and Interpreting Test Scope Traces (1953) 
Practical Radio Repairing Hints 
Practical Testing Systems (1930, 1935) 
Radar - What It Is (with G. C. B. Rowe, 1947) 
Radio Service Business Methods (with J. W. Van 

Newenhizen, 1936, published by RCA 
Manufacturing Co.) 

Radio Service Questions and Answers (1935) 
Radio Troubleshooting Guidebook (with J. R. 

Johnson, 1953) 
Servicing by Signal Tracing (1939) 
Servicing Receivers by Means of Resistance 

Measurement (1932) 
Servicing Superheterodynes (1932, 1934, 1937) 
Television in America 
The Cathode Ray Tube at Work (1935) 
The Mathematics of Radio 
The Meter at Work (1941) 
The Oscillator at Work (1940) 
The Radio Amateur's Beam Pointer Guide (1948) 
TV Troubleshooting & Repair Guide Book (with 

R. G. Middleton, ca. 1952) 
Understanding Vectors and Phase in Radio 

(with S. D. Uslan, 1948) 
Vacuum Tube Voltmeters (1941, 1951) 
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handful of sets in the regular binder series. Thus 
Volume 10 (1939) introduced the classic RCA TRK-12 
and Dumont 180, etc. After the war, however, a new 
line of binders appeared: the Rider Television Manual. 
Volume 1 came out in June 1948, and the series lasted 
until Volume 27 in 1960. 

Rider scooped Sams by about three months — the 
first TV Photofact did not appear until Set 46, Folder 
25 in September 1948. (It covered the Emerson 571, a 
low-cost set having many features of the RCA 630 - the 
10BP4 pix tube, switch tuner, 6AG5 IF strip, and 6BG6-
5V4 deflection setup - but using five 25Th rectifiers and 
both a power transformer and a hot chassis!) Here was 
real trouble format-wise. Compared with Sams' handy 
folders, these binders were clumsy. Volume 2 was 6 
inches thick and weighed 13 pounds. Rider's huge 
"horse-blanket" fold-out schematics were heavily exposed 
to damage on the service bench. 

Rider's initial advantage of compactness when 
covering radios disappeared when TV became the domi-
nant part of the service business. Here, too, Sams' crisp 
and predictable format won out over Rider's, which 
simply reprinted service data in whatever format the 
manufacturer chose. Rider defended his market posi-
tion by offering a series of "Tell-A-Fault" TV symptom 
sheets, then offered "Tek-File" releases of service data 
in folder form, grouped according to manufacturer, and 
finally (1957) offered "Single Diagram Only" coverage of 
a dozen makers' TV sets. That material is little-known 
today. Rider and Sams ran in parallel in other ways: 
Rider's Successful Servicing was comparable to Sams' 
house organ, Photofact Servicer. 

One gets a certain amount of insight by leafing 
through Rider's TV volumes. Looking through Vols. 1 
and 2, it becomes clear how important RCA's 630 
design (1946, 30 tubes) was: at least 25 manufacturers 
showed strong 630 influence or copied it directly under 
license. This included Philmore, a name more com-
monly associated with crystal sets! Even Philco's 
important 48-1000 showed strong 630 influence. Some 
makers actually reprinted RCA's 630 service manual as 
their own. As another landmark, the pioneering RCA 
CT-100 color set of 1954 appears in TV Vol. 13. 

It is not widely known that, after Rider dropped 
coverage of radios by giving up the "Trouble Shooter's" 
manuals at Volume 23, he belatedly resumed it in the 
"TV" manuals. First, transistor radios were introduced 
in TV Vol. 24. Then "home radios" came back via TV 
Vols. 25 (1959) through 27 (1960). Rider's transistor 
radio coverage only partly duplicated that in Sams' 

material - TV Vols. 24 and 25 together are very roughly 
similar to Sams' Transistor Service Manuals 1-10 or 
Photofacts of the same vintage. Each publisher covers 
some transistor sets that the other lacks. In this 
resurgence, Rider covered no hi-fi gear or communica-
tion receivers. 

Users of Rider's binders need the accompanying 
index. The 1947 index to Vols. 1 to 15 is the most 
useful overall; it has been reprinted. Complete 
coverage involves the 1951 index to Vols. 16-22 and the 
1954 index to Vol. 23. However, it is handy to keep a 
earlier index, like the 1939 index to Vols. 1-10. 
Knowing roughly the vintage of a given set, one can use 
a (shorter) early index. This is faster and saves wear on 
the bigger volume. It would be really slick to have a 
single index to Vols. 1-23 on disc for instantaneous 
computer look-up, but experiments by computer user 
John Okolowicz to scan one index onto disc ran afoul 
of the small type and odd font used, giving an unusable 
error rate. 

One idea that has been around for a while: if a set 
doesn't appear in Rider's cumulative index, check the 
smaller index for the specific volume in which the set 
"should" be found. Occasionally sets were omitted from 
the master index. Also, given the existence of the 
1931-33 yearly volumes, it is unwise to conclude that an 
early set is "not in Rider's" before checking one of 
these. Likewise, with a transistor receiver that is "not 
in Sams" - Rider may have covered it. 

Rider's manuals appear in today's market in widely 
varying condition, from new dealer stock to heavily used 
and stored in a mildew-breeder basement. The cloth on 
the binders can be reglued with polyvinyl acetate (PVA) 
flexible book glue - don't use white carpenter glue, 
which dries too hard. To prevent damage when remov-
ing the fragile pages, the securing posts should be 
de-rusted with steel wool and oiled very lightly. Addi-
tion of stiff end-paper sheets helps protect the pages. 
[To clean dirty binders, remove the pages and work a bit 
of original Go-Jo (mechanic's waterless hand cleaner) into 
the binder with a very soft brush. Wipe off the dirt with 
paper towels until the binder is clean and shiny. - Ed.] 

There are a lot more radio collectors around today 
than sets of Rider's. Fortunately, the 1930 Gernsback 
Official Radio Service Manual has been reprinted, cov-
ering 700-odd sets of the 1920s. Likewise with the 
Supreme Most-Often-Needed 1926-1938 Radio Diagrams, 
which gives about 600 more schematics, predominantly 
from the 1930s. These are, therefore, basic stuff for a 
'20s-'30s collector. The yearly Supreme books, 1939 and 

Radio Age January 1995 Page 6 



later, turn up routinely in flea markets and typically 
cover another 370 receivers. 

For postwar sets, Photofacts are available in single 
quantities. However, they are a lot less pricey for those 
having the patience to buy them in disordered bulk and 
sort them out. A set of postwar Rider's binders occu-
pies about 31/2  shelf-feet, vs. about 6 feet for Photofacts 
(in binders) covering the same time span . . . although 
discarding the Photofacts covering TV sets would cer-
tainly reduce the bulk. The Photofacts, with their 
dial-stringing diagrams and other important details, 
prove very helpful from time to time. 

[If you don't have your own set of Rider Manuals or 
Sams Photofacts, try MAARC's schematic service. We 
have all of them and can supply you with a complete 
package of service information on almost any radio or TV 
set for a reasonable price — see page 2 for details. -
Editor] 
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REAL LIFE DRAMA IN THE RADIO SERVICE SHOP IN THE '30S 
Part XXXII 

by Alan Roycroft 

1935 saw the end of the worst of the Depression, 
but there were still about five years of hardship for most 
families. Dad's perseverance, keen sense of business, 
and long hours finally paid off. He had been selling 
Buicks and trucks to farmers as though they were going 
out of style. Gas sales were up, and every auto repair 
job was guaranteed for six months. I wish my radio 
commercials for the business were recognized as a factor 
in the success, but that would be stretching things a bit 
too far. 

A local music teacher with a good personality asked 
if she could start a Children's Hour at five o'clock each 
weekday. Mom approved the use of her lounge and 
piano. I acquired a second microphone on the empty 
bottle market, and a permanent remote line was run 
down to my workshop/studio. Very soon a troop of 
little horrors arrived each afternoon to recite poetry or 
sing songs. The music teacher's business soared to new 
heights as did my personal glory with the girls in the 
town. 

All this was too rosy for Dad; he needed a daily 
challenge. So, one morning he announced at breakfast 
that he had sold the auto business and that by the end 
of the month we would leave for a long, "overseas" trip 
and never return to our little town. This news rocked 
me, but after several days' consideration, I became very 

excited, and closing down my pirate radio station was 
not such a serious blow. The family duly packed up and 
left for the city. 

I spent the three weeks before our ship, the Union 
Steamship RMS Niagara, was to leave Auckland, New 
Zealand, for Vancouver, Canada, via Fiji and Honolulu, 
searching through every radio store and radio station in 
Auckland. Philco and Majestic appeared to be the 
hottest favorites, with a few Australian AWA radios as 
runners up. Most American brands were sold, such as 
Patterson, Stewart-Warner, and RCA. British makes 
such as HMV, Columbia, and Marconiphone had better 
finishes and better reception qualities than all other 
makes, but their prices were much higher. Shortwave 
converters had been dropped in favor of "all wave" and 
"dual wave" models. Stewart-Warner was the best seller 
of this type of receiver. One window display of the new 
6I.,6 tube caught my eye, but I did not realize that this 
tube would play an important part of my life in the 
ensuing thirty years. 

Once aboard the Niagara there were many sights 
and sounds to investigate. The electric power was very 
British — 230 volts dc. The wireless shack had a circa 
1920 spark transmitter, but a low- power tube shortwave 
transmitter made by, who else but Marconi, was used 
for every-day morse-code traffic. A British ac amplifier 
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run by a rotary converter, was connected through a 
loudspeaker switch panel in the Purser's office to 
speakers all over the ship. RCA double-button carbon 
mikes were used, and extension cables were run to every 
dining room, lounge, or dancing area. So, as the ship's 
orchestra played for dinner in the second class dining 
room, its music could also be piped into steerage. But 
during first class dining hours, the sound was used solely 
for that area. 

If the ship decided to sink at any time, all speakers 
were turned on for the Purser's mike only to alert pas-
sengers of the unfortunate happening. Of course, it was 
quite possible that the first class passengers may have 
received a special early announcement so that they 
would not be exposed to the crush of unwashed bodies 
from steerage. Very British. But opposite to this 
centralized PA system was the movie system. For this 
innovation, two projectors with a cloth screen, speakers, 
and amplifier were hauled to each class. First class 
passengers enjoyed their movies in the smoking lounge, 
whereas second class and steerage passengers sat out on 
a side deck in their sections. 

Since movies were my special interest, I gave the 
British projectors and sound my careful attention. I 
found that our Western Electric installation at the Lyric 
was superior, but I marvelled at the deck hands' prowess 
at hauling all that machinery about the ship. A fifty-
ampere outlet near the temporary locations of the two 
British Kalee projectors supplied the power for each arc 
lamp, a small rotary converter for ac to the amplifier, 
and the exciter lamps in the soundheads. I was soon 
known as that "inquisitive kid" and was allowed every-
where, including the engine room, where I was intrigued 
with the steam driven dc generators and the two enor-
mous triple expansion steam engines. A trip down the 
propeller shaft tunnels was rather frightening. 

After three days' steaming, we arrived at Suva, the 
capital of the then-British colony of Fiji. Two things 
grabbed my attention, the number of movie theaters, 
and ZJV, the only radio station in the colony. The 
largest ethnic group was then and is still today, Indian 
people brought into the colony originally by the sugar 
plantation owners to provide labor, since the plantation 
owners considered the Fijian people to be a very gentle 
race not suited to organized work weeks, quite the 
opposite of the industrious Indians who operated all 
commercial enterprises. Since the mid-twenties, India 
has produced more entertainment films than Hollywood 
ever has, and the Indian people have met the challenge 
by being the most movie-minded race in the world. 

Since the early 1900's, radio communication links in 
the Pacific were operated by licensees from the Marconi 
company in England. A consortium of governments in 
the areas served became a partner in Cable and 
Wireless, a company which set up and maintained a link 
from the UK to Canada by submarine cable, a trans-
Canadian telegraph circuit, and then from Vancouver, 
a submarine cable to Singapore, Fiji, New Zealand and 
Australia. In the early twenties, most of these links 
were converted to long-wave links where possible, and 
later to bands between three and six Megahertz. 
Around 1930 some of the Suva city fathers, returning 
from trips to the "motherland," found that they missed 
the BBC news and entertainment, and negotiated with 
Cable and Wireless to set up a radio station. A 400-
watt AWA transmitter was installed in the front room 
of the downtown Cable and Wireless office. Two stately 
wooden white poles were erected in the backyard with 
a cross arm to carry the five-wire horizontal antenna. 

I spent more time investigating this installation than 
any sightseeing my family did. Apart from the trans-
mitter (which I discovered had the inferior grid modu-
lation to my utter disgust), there was only one turntable 
and two microphones — one in the room with the trans-
mitter, the other, in an adjoining room used as a studio 
where mostly Fijians entered through French windows 
from a side veranda. 

However, the most intriguing device of all was a 
Siemens Blattnerphone (a steel tape recorder) in a 
floor-standing unit about five feet long and four feet 
high. The tape was approximately one half inch wide 
and of about 24g, wound on drums almost three feet in 
diameter. The tape was fixed on the machine and its 
play/record time was thirty minutes. When running, 
there was a constant whirring and jingly-jangle sound 
that could be heard across the room. 

The Blattnerphone was used for talks and football 
commentaries, but as far as I was told, never for music. 
Whether its technical qualities did not allow for this, or 
whether the live performers could not be coerced into 
performing at the drop of the proverbial hat, I could 
not find out, but I suspected the latter. I spent several 
months in Fiji during World War II, and again later as 
a visiting broadcast engineer in the seventies and 
eighties, but could not find out where the Blattner-
phone was stored after broadcasting was taken over by 
the Fiji Broadcast Commission around 1947. 

The microphones, by the way, were Reiss, made by 
Marconi. Each consisted of a solid block of marble 
approximately four inches square and about three inches 
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thick. A small chamber was hollowed out on the front 
of the block, three inches square and about one half 
inch deep. In the bottom of this chamber were four 
gold-plated tubes, secured in place and wired such that 
numbers one and three, and two and four were in paral-
lel. The cavity was filled with carbon granules, and the 
front sealed off with a mica plate held in place with a 
metal frame. The voltage used was usually about twelve 
volts, rather higher than used for other carbon mikes. 
The whole assembly was suspended in the usual spring 
arrangement from a large circular ring, a very heavy 
instrument. Its claim to fame was a higher output than 
obtained with other mikes, but this type suffered from 
more carbon hiss than the later double-button types. 

And so we sailed out of Suva Harbor the following 
morning. Typical of all British outposts of the day, 
segregation was the order, and that included Fijian and 
Indian people. It continued until Fiji became an inde-
pendent country. Europeans ruled the waves, but ZJV 
was most cosmopolitan in broadcasting news and music 
of interest to all three races as the station does today. 
Radio receivers were mostly British and Australian and 
this was perhaps due to the 230-volt de power. 

A further six days' sailing brought us to the Terri-
tory of Hawaii and to Honolulu, which at this time had 
a population of around 200,000. A more pleasant para-
dise than anywhere else on earth. What the hippies did 
to it in the sixties and the seventies, and what the jet 
planes and a major influx of residents seeking the sun 
have done to Hawaii in the following sixty years is sad, 
but I made a pact in 1935 to live, die, and rot here in 
Hawaii, and so far I have carried out the first part of my 
plan. 

At that time, there were only two Hawaiian radio 
stations on the air — KGU and KGMB. Both took to 
the air along with hundreds of stations around the 
western world in the banner year of 1922. KGMB was 
equipped with the popular Western Electric 500-watt rig 
using two 212D's in the grid-modulated (ugh!) final 
feeding a horizontal antenna about thirty feet above 
ground. But what took my eye was KGU broadcasting 
from the roof of the Advertiser Building from two 195-
foot self-supported towers holding up the commonly 
used center-fed antenna. Little did I know it at the 
time that thirty years later I would be the chief engineer 
for this historical station. KGU was started by an ex-
navy electrical signals chief, one Marion Maroney. It 
may have been his first name that created a bumptious 
personality, but whatever, he was Captain Bligh around 
KGU. 
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I was dying to see the works, and I was learning that 
adults, approached in a deferential manner, could be 
counted on to deliver the goods. There were a few 
raised eyebrows around the KGU offices when I 
marched in and asked to see the chief technician. By 
the time I got in to see the lion in his lair I expected to 
see a ferocious individual, but no, I met a kindred spirit 
in a middle aged bushy haired tinkerer. 

After preliminaries I guess he saw something of 
himself in me, and we became bosom pals to the point 
where we went out to the rear of the top floor where 
we inspected his homebrew 2.5-kW rig — NOT grid 
modulated. Apparently his deal with the Advertiser 
newspaper company was to provide the transmitter and 
his expertise for so much per month. The newspaper 
supplied everything else IF it pleased Marion. A story 
went the rounds two or three years later to the effect 
that during an early evening remote broadcast from the 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel in Waikiki, a nightly affair from 
the ballroom, Paramount had just completed "Sweet 
Leilani" on Oahu starring Bing Crosby, who was in the 
audience. I guess after many requests from the 
audience, Bing was enticed out to the small stage to 
sing the title song. Marion was in control, and when 
Bing took up his place in front of the band, Marion 
picked up the heavy condenser mike and floor stand and 
placed it blam, right in front of Bing. Now, condenser 
mikes with their two-stage preamps mounted together 
were big. The Western Electric was not too bad with a 
cylindrical case below the clock-faced mike, but KGU 
had several MONSTROUS types, no doubt fully 
approved by Marion, where the mike element was 
mounted in the middle of a rectangular box that fully 
hid Bing's famous face. Bing gave Marion a cloudy look 
and stepped to one side of the mike. Marion moved 
the mike, and Bing took the three steps down to the 
ballroom floor, gave the bandleader the cue, and 
lurched into his song with the mike behind him by 
about six feet. From that evening onwards until Marion 
retired in 1958, Bing Crosby's voice was never heard 
from KGU. 

As I cast my flower lei into the Honolulu harbor, as 
was the custom of the day, I made my secret pact about 
returning one day. The trip up to Vancouver took about 
five days or so and was uneventful with one exception. 
We were in the dining room, the orchestra was playing 
Hawaiian music, the portholes were wide open against 
the humid tropical night, when suddenly without 
warning, the ship keeled over to about 45 degrees. 
Seawater poured, no, gushed, into all the portside 
portholes. Tables under the portholes were swept clean 
of dishes, silverware and passengers. Where quiet 
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dignity had reigned a few moments earlier, ladies were 
screaming with their legs up in the air, brave men 
hurled their jewelry in the air. As suddenly as it had 
started, the ship's roll ended without passing its upright 
position. Waiters appeared, cleared away the debris, 
swabbed the floor and set up fiddles around the edges 
of each table. No, Julia, not violins, narrow strips of 
wood hinged on their sides to prevent anything on the 
table from being swept to the floor. The linen table-
cloths were liberally sprinkled with water as an added 
precaution. These preparations in themselves were 

sufficient to convince many diners to abandon the rest 
of their meals. 

The floor-standing mike in front of the bandstand 
fell over during the turmoil, which attracted my 
attention, and then I realized that the very British 
musicians never missed a bar. But, I was alert to 
another British sea story. Should the band jump into 
"Nearer My God to Thee," I would be the first up on 
the boatdeck. 

MAARC YOUR CALENDAR 

Until Feb. 28, 1995: The Radio History Society's City Place Mall radio and television exhibit is open to the public. 
It's on the third level of the mall in downtown Silver Spring, MD. (Colesville Rd., just east of Georgia Avenue), near 
the Ruby Tuesday restaurant. The exhibit includes a variety of tube and transistor radios, television sets, and 
microphones from the collections of MAARC members. The exhibit will be staffed 7 - 9 p.m. weeknights, noon to 
9 p.m. Saturdays, and noon to 6 p.m. Sundays. On Saturday, Jan. 21, a special open house for MAARC members 
will be held at the exhibit, 2 - 4 p.m. Parking is available in the municipal garage just across the street (enter off 
Ellsworth Ave.). The mall is about four blocks from the Silver Spring Metro station. 

Sat., Jan. 21 

Sun., Jan. 29 

Sat., Feb. 25 

Sun., Feb. 26 

Sat., Mar. 4 

Sun., Mar. 12 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 6:30 p.m. Note also the 
2 - 4 p.m. open house for MAARC members at the City Place Mall radio/TV exhibit as noted above. 

Maryland Mobileers Hamfest, Odenton Fire Dept. Hall, 1425 Annapolis Rd. (Rt. 175), 9 miles east 
of 1-95. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., indoor flea market. $3 admission. 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 6:30 p.m. 

Vienna Winterfest, Vienna, VA. 

New Jersey Antique Radio Club indoor meet, Hightstown, NJ. (Details in Tidbits.) 

York Springfest, York, PA. 

Sun., March 19 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 
Note that MAARC meetings switch back to Sunday afternoon beginning in March! 

Fri./Sat., 
March 24-25 AWA Southeast meet, Charlotte, NC. 

Sat., Mar. 25 

Sat./Sun., 
March 25-26 

PARS Spring Fever 95 meet, Washington, PA. (Details in Tidbits.) 

Greater Baltimore Hamboree, Timonium, MD. 

Sun., Apr. 23 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 
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Sun., Apr. 30 

Sun., May 21 

Sun., May 28 

Kent Island Hamfest, Grasonville, MD. 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Maryland FM Assn. Hamfest, Howard Cty. Fairgrounds. 

NEW RADIO AGE CO-EDITORS VOLUNTEER! 
by Brian Belanger 

Whenever MAARC has had a staffing problem that 
looks as though it could cause severe disruption, it 
seems that someone has stepped forward to help. 
(Thank Goodness!) The editing and publishing of 
Radio Age every month is a demanding job — more than 
one individual can easily do if he or she is trying to 
hold down a regular job and keep up with family 
responsibilities. In the December issue, I noted that I 
needed someone to volunteer to help with Radio Age. 
I am delighted to announce that two well-qualified 
people have responded: Ed Lyon and Leigh Bassett. 

Ed is one of the charter members of MAARC as 
well as our current Vice President, and has contributed 
countless high-quality radio history articles, Catalin 
articles, and others since our Newsletter first began. In 
fact, Ed recently won the coveted Houck Award for 
Historical Documentation at last fall's Antique Wireless 
Association Convention. Ed's first issue will be the 
February issue. Welcome, Ed! 

Leigh is an electrical engineer, writer, and computer 
guru who brings to the job all the requisite skills, plus 
enthusiasm for making Radio Age even better than it is 
now. Welcome, Leigh! 

I look forward to working with both Ed and Leigh. 
Ed will do the February issue; Leigh will do the March 
issue; and I will be back in the editor's chair for April. 
All three of us can send material back and forth via fax 
and electronic mail, so don't worry if you cannot recall 
which of us is doing the next issue. If you send ads or 
articles to me and I'm not doing the next issue, I will 
get the material to Ed or Leigh quickly. They will do 
likewise. 

The newsletter takes about a week and a half to 
print and mail. Typically it goes to the print shop the 
first week of each month, hence the camera-ready copy 
is usually finished during the last few days of each 
month. Currently we list the deadline for receipt of 
classified ads as the 10th in order for the ad to appear 
in the next month's issue. We strive to include ads 
arriving up to the time we finalize the ad section, and 
more often than not, ads that arrive a few days after the 
10th still get into the next issue. But there is always the 
possibility that the editor to whom you mail the ad will 
be on vacation or away on a business trip for a week or 
two when your ad arrives. The 10th of the month date 
gives us a sufficient cushion to allow for such delays at 
our end and still be reasonably sure of getting your ad 
into the next issue. 

TIDBITS 

• We apologize for the late arrival of the November 
and December issues. Due to circumstances beyond our 
control, the November issue was delayed by more than 
a month, and we decided to mail the November and 
December issues together to save mailing costs. The 
Christmas mail rush led to further delays in reaching 
our members. Starting with the January issue, we hope 
to keep in phase once again. Many of you wrote to us 
to say that you did not receive your November issue. If 
anyone still has not received the November and 
December issues by the time this issue arrives, please 
write to David Willenborg (p. 2), who will see that you 
get them. 

• Because the December Radio Age did not reach 
people before the December meeting, the increase in 
the prices of the tubes we sell at our meetings will not 
take effect until the February meeting. So, plan to take 
advantage of the present lower prices by stocking up on 
your tube needs at the January 21 meeting! 

• The Radio History Society radio and TV exhibit at 
City Place Mall continues to draw favorable comments 
from the public. See Calendar section for times and 
directions. We could use a few additional volunteers to 
staff the exhibit. It's fun! If you would like to help, 
please contact Brian Belanger at (301) 258-0708. 
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• The New Jersey Antique Radio Club will present an 
indoor meet at Hightstown on Saturday, March 4, from 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Take Exit 8 off the NJ Turnpike, head 
east on Rt. 33. Go beyond Mom's Peppermill restau-
rant and at the first "jughandle," make a U-turn and 
head back west on Rt. 33. At the first light, bear right 
onto Monmouth St. 300 years further, on the left, you 
will see the Hightstown Country Club. Rates: sellers, 
$12 per table for NJARC members, $15 for others. 
Buyers, $2 admission. Food/beverages available. 
Mention the radio meet for reduced room rates at the 
Town House Motel on Rt. 33, (800) 922-0622, or (609) 
448-2400. There is also a Ramada Inn across the street, 

(609) 448-7000. Contact: Jim or Onalee Fisher, (908) 
725-7476, for table reservations, or send a check payable 
to NJARC to 344 Harrison Ave., Manville, NJ 08835, 
by Feb. 27. 

• The Spring Fever '95 meet will be held at the 
Washington, PA, fairgrounds on Saturday, March 25, 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Auction begins at 1:30 p.m. $2 
entry fee, $15 for sellers. RV hookups available. New 
larger building with unlimited parking. The fairgrounds 
are across the road from the trolley museum. Lots of 
antique stores nearby. This meet is co-sponsored by 
MAARC and five other regional clubs. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Ads free of charge to all club members. Please, one ad per member 
per month, limited to 100 words. All ads subject to editing. Ads 

will not be repeated unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors. 
Usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 10th of the month. 

FOR SALE 

For Sale: All MAARC Newsletters/ 
Radio Age from 1988 on. Make offer. 
Wanted: '50s, early '60s transistor ads, 
brochures, and give-aways. Raytheon 
xstr. radios T-100 and T-150. Harold 
Herp, 6615 Michele Ct., Huntingtown, 
MD 20639, (301) 855-7071. 

For Sale: Eico Model 236 oscilloscope, 
like new, $65; Model 460, like new, $60. 
General Electric Type 566-A wavemeter 
(collector's item), $50. Eico Model HF-
81 amplifier, $45. Weston panel meter, 
0-300 ma, $7. RCA Voltomyst (for 
parts), $5. B & K Model 465 CRT 
checker (w/manual), $30. Two nickle 
plated hand sets from Army field phone 
(Western Electric), $15 each, both $25. 
Arvin (metal) Model 444, white, VG, 
plays, $75. Model EMP-2KK portable 
RCA record player, 4-speed (plays), $25. 
Transistor radios: Magnavox AW88 
Constellation, $20. Heathkit brown 

leather Model GR151B, $15. GE 
Model P808J, $20. Philco Model 176-
124, $30. (All four xstr. radios for $75.) 
All items plus UPS. Stephen L. Bonino, 
107 Georgetown Road, Glassboro, NJ 
08028, (609) 881-0244. 

For Sale: 1941 Garod 6AU-1 Com-
mander table model Catalin, $1200. 
Guild spice chest radio, $150. Both 
radios in playing conch. For photo, send 
SASE to: David T. Walters, 13805 
Florida Avenue, Cresaptown, MD 
21502, (301) 729-3133 BEFORE 5 p.m. 

For Sale: Supreme Model 85 tube 
tester chassis, some parts missing. 
Mirror Tone Model 4B7 chassis. Zenith 
S-46917 chassis. All best offer. 
Wanted: Chassis for the following 
radios: General Motors Model 250; AK 
228; Crosley 1137 and 125; Philco 37-89, 
42, and 340; Majestic 363; Westinghouse 
WR-14. Also need a side tuning crank 
for a Guild "Country Belle." Junkers 
considered if needed parts are good. 
Cash or trade. Brian Kurrle, 208 
Crafton Road, Bel Air, MD 21014, 

(410) 592-6202 day, or (410) 838.6534 
night. 

Services Offered: Professional repair 
for ALL types of antique radios (battery 
and ac sets, commun. rcvrs., auto radios, 
etc.). Complete overhauls, cabinet refin-
ishing, reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
UPS/USPS/FEDEXshipmentsaccepted. 
All work guaranteed. We also buy/trade 
and sell radios and parts. Bob Eslinger, 
Antique Radio Restoration and Repair, 
20 Gary School Road, Pomfret Center, 
CT 06259, (203) 928-2628. (10 a.m. - 7 
p.m., Tues. - Sat.) 

For Sale: Radio tubes: 4-, 5-, 6-, and 
7-pin, octal, metal, used, new, very 
reasonable. Even a few ballast tubes. 
Most $1 or less. L. Gardner, 458 Two 
Mile Creek Rd., Tonawanda, NY 14150. 

For Sale: Many of your favorite old 
time radio shows are available on tape 
cassettes. You select the shows you 
want and purchase them by the hour. 
Fast, friendly service. Send for our 
catalog listing over 5,000 shows arranged 
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by category and title. Only $2 (P&H). 
Erstwhile Radio, PO Box 2284, 
Peabody, MA 01960. 

For Sale or Trade: American Elmac 
Model A54H portable transmitter, 
untested, incl. Electro-Voice 600D 
dynamic mike, $100 US plus shipping, 
or best offer. Or trade for 1946 
Belmont Model 6D111 plastic table 
radio. Working order not a priority, but 
must be complete with good cabinet. 
Western Electric Model 178B standard 
signal generator, good condx., $50 or 
interesting trade. Wanted: Schematics 
and tube chart for circa 1925 Freshman 
Masterpiece 5-tube, 3-dial battery table 
radio, serial no. B134347. Also, 
complete battery cable in good condx. 
for RCA Radiola III. One dud WD-11. 
Ernest D. M. Yeaw, RR#3, 
Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia, Canada, 
BOK IVO, (902) 657-2554. 

For Sale by non-member: 1945 Radio 
Annual book. Contains pictures of 
Berle, Hope, etc. Over 1000 pages. 
Fair condx., missing some pages. Also 
Oct. 1942 Radio and Television 
magazine. Pat Ryan (soap opera star) 
on cover, excl. condx. Best offer for 
both, plus shipping. Jaimie Carver, 92-
22-77th Street, Woodhaven, NY 11421, 
(718) 296-7541. 

Found: Missing lid/cover for early '40s 
AM Zenith black leatherette portable 
sold without cover at the MAARC 
auction within the last few months. I'll 
ship it free if you let me know who the 
buyer was. Brian Belanger, 5730 Avery 
Park Drive, Rockville, MD 20855-1738, 
(301) 258-0708. 

For Sale by non-member: 1929 
Atwater Kent cabinet for Model 55 or 
60 by Kiel of Milwaukee, cabinet only, 
no radio. Completely restored and 
refinished. Excl. condx., ready for your 
radio chassis and speaker. Asking $200 
or best offer, plus packing and shipping, 
or you pick up. Bill Gresham, 2711 
Wells Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46808, 
(219) 483-6092. Leave message—will 
return all calls. 

For Sale: Radio Age Magazine, 1988 
through 1993, three issues missing. Best 
offer. George Greenberg, 1701 Andros 

Isle K-2, Coconut Creek, FL 33066, 
(305) 971-9053. 

For Sale: First user-friendly circuit on 
early BC-348s. Send $2 plus four first-
class stamps. Ray Larson, 1224114 
Gorham Avenue, W. Los Angeles, CA 
90049-5214. 

For Sale: Tubes, schematics, service 
notes, Rider, Sams Photofact folders 
and transistor books, etc. for early 
radios. LSASE for price list. Sam 
Faust, PO Box 94, Changewater, NJ 
07831. 

Message: Do you collect antenna kits, 
radio antenna insulators or lightning 
arrestors? Send $1 for a sample copy of 
Old Familiar Strains, a newsletter dedi-
cated to the topic. I also buy antenna 
insulators, lightning arrestors, antenna 
kits, related items. Old Familiar Strains, 
c/o Dan Howard, Editor, 2940 SE 118th 
Avenue, Portland, OR 97266-1602. 

For Sale: 1924 Radiola III with two 
open-filament WD-11 tubes for display, 
plus two good 864 tubes with adaptors 
to use for playing the radio. Also 
includes instruction manual and early 
Western Electric headphones (working). 
All very fine condx. $200. Gerald 
Schneider, 3101 Blueford Rd., 
Kensington, MD 20895, (301) 929-8593. 

For Sale: "Radio USA" standing 16-
inch mike radio, all metal with lighted 
"Radio USA" sign, $35. AM/FM xstr. 
racing car radio with quartz clock built 
into sun roof, $20. "Simplex" 1912 car 
AM xstr., $20. Locomotive 1828, (AM), 
$20. All prices include postage. 
Richard Brill, PO Box 815, Parlin, NJ 
08859, (908) 679-8026, or fax (908) 679-
8524. 

WANTED 

Wanted: Book: Super-regenerative 
Receivers by J. R. Whitehead, 
Cambridge University Press, 1950. 
National Model 1-10 receiver with coils, 
good shape. F. G. Suffied, 227 Fairway 
Drive, Sequim, WA 98382, (206) 683-
6482. 

Wanted: Crosley D-25 series clock 
radios (1953). These came in seven 
colors I'm aware of. Need two to 
complete the series: D-25 BE (silver 
blue), and D-25 BK (black). Want excl. 
to mint originals, no cracks, chipped 
cabinets, poor or badly scratched paint, 
missing knobs, repaints, etc. Prefer 
working clock and radio. This design 
came out in 1951 under another model 
number, 11-120. Also want three more 
colors in this earlier series: bright red, 
navy blue, and robins egg blue. Ron 
Kudasik, work number (3-11 p.m.): 
(717) 267-9069, home number: (717) 
264-8141 (PA). Leave message on 
answering machine if no one is home. 

Wanted: Person who picked up Fada 
Model 54C40 TV from Frank Marsh in 
Wilmington, DE. (Ad in June '94 Radio 
Age.) Please contact me. I got the 
DuMont set and the back to the Fada 
and will ship the back to you for 
shipping fees. Want knobs for Zenith 
Model H845 or C845. (Zenith part 
numbers: bandswitch, S-53561; tuning, 
S-46356 - is a Lucite knob; volume and 
tone, S-44167 or S-48094, need two of 
these.) Also, knobs and dial pointer for 
Zenith H723; Zenith part nos. 46-859, 
46-860, 46-900, 59-251 (pointer). John 
D. Foell, PO Box 562, 7083 County Rd. 
11A, Auburn, IN 46706-0562, (219) 
637-9501. 

Wanted: Suitable military HF xmtr. for 
USS Requin restoration project. Collins 
radio items. Trade: Cathedral radios. 
Brian Roberts, K9VKY, 3068 Evergreen 
Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237, (412) 931-
4646. 

Wanted: Citizens Radio Callbook 
magazine for 1920, 1921, 1922. Bob 
Arrowsmith, PO Box 166, Annandale, 
VA 22003, (703) 560-7161. 

AUTOCALL--The Official Journal of the 
Foundation for Amateur Radio, is a 
monthly publication covering nearly 50 
amateur radio organizations in the 
Capital area. To know what is 
happening with respect to ham club 
activities, subscribe to Auto-Call. Only 
$8 per year for 12 issues. Write Auto-
Call PO Box 7612, Falls Church, VA 
22040-7612. (Make check payable to 
"Foundation for Amateur Radio.") 
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THE VOICE OF THE NATION - PART 20 
by Eric Sanders 

Although the botton fell out of the radio market 
with the crash of 1929, Western Coil and Electrical Co. 
survived. The WC-25 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is a post-
crash model. A massive two-chassis affair, it is made of 
high-quality parts. 

The unit on top of the WC-25 is a Western Coil 
shortwave converter. An enormous add-on (14" x 12" x 
111/2 "), this four-tube unit is also high quality. The 

Figure 1. Western Coil Model WC-25 console. 
The unit on top is the Western Coil shortwave 
converter. 

cabinet seems to be a generic type made from inexpen-
sive wood with walnut veneer. 

I am curious to know if any more of these conver-
ters exist. This may be an item not produced for sale to 
the public. If you have one, please let me know: Eric 
Sanders, 1215 Oakwood Road, Ortonville, MI 48462, 
(810) 627-6324. 

rr : 

Figure 2. Rear view of the Model WC-25 showing the 
two-chassis design. 

YES, VIRGINIA BEACH, THERE IS A SANTA 
by Joe Koester 

Collectors, people who collect anything, are usually 
driven to expand their collections and learn more about 
the items they seek. In fact, we radio collectors can 
sometimes become overly compulsive about our 
hobbies, and forget that there is much more to life than 
acquiring that additional special radio we have been 

seeking. But now and then we get more involved with 
people than with our favorite collectibles themselves, 
and our hobby and we are enriched by the experience. 
MAARC member Jim Wilson of Virginia Beach, VA, 
and some fellow club members got very involved in 
helping a Virginia Beach resident bring a family 
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heirloom back to life. 

Jim stopped by the Clock Works in Virginia Beach 
seeking a dial glass to fit his 1930s Silvertone floor 
model radio. He met with owner Will Reha, and during 
the course of their discussions he learned of another 
Virginia Beach resident, Alice Patlin, who shared some 
common interests (animals and clocks). Seems that 
Alice has a long history of helping other folks out, even 
though she doesn't have too much herself. Alice fre-
quently came to the aid of wildfowl, helped other 
persons in need, and gave up her business to care for 
her ailing mother, an aunt of 85, and a friend of 82. 

Jim learned that Will Reha had repaired a clock for 
Alice for no charge, and found that she had an old 
Sparton floor model radio that had been in her family 
for years — a radio that she had not been able to get 
repaired. Jim contacted me to ask whether there might 
be MAARC members who could volunteer to restore 
the radio. An appeal at our club meeting and a few 
phone calls later, it was a done deal. 

Willie Sessoms of Baltimore transported the radio. 
Jim Lambert, also of Baltimore, brought the cabinet 
back to life. Barry Zimmerman of Thurmont, MD, 
restored the works, and Sam Carman of Baltimore 
provided new grille cloth. This team effort resulted in 
a new life for Alice Patlin's beautiful 1938 15-tube 
Sparton Model 1568. Her radio now looks as good as 
new and plays just as well. It was a pleasure to return 
something to Alice — one who has given so much of 
herself for so many years. 

[I received the following letter to the editor from Alice 
Patlin - Editor.] 

"What follows is a true story involving an old 
Sparton radio, coincidence, the help of friends and good 
people I didn't know, who cared to help. 

"In 1938, my father, after saving every cent he made 
by making model airplane parts as a sideline business, 
(he was a carpenter by trade) purchased a beautiful 
Sparton radio as a second anniversary wedding gift for 
my mother. It wasn't much time before they got the 
scare of their lives from that radio — Orson Welles' 
famous broadcast of the "War of the Worlds." You see, 
they lived only twenty miles from the supposed site of 
the alien spaceship landing. I can still clearly remember 
the family's stories about that night. 

"As a small child, three years old or so, I would 
stand in front of the radio, peer into its "eyes" and wish 

Dad would hurry home and turn on the wonderful 
music and stories. By the time I was five, I was allowed 
to tune in my favorite programs, classical music, mostly. 
I played the piano as best I could along with the music. 
(Can you imagine a 5-year old having Toscanini as her 
idol?) My father was so indulgent that he made a turn-
table, used the Sparton for a speaker amplifier, and 
bought lots of 78 r.p.m.'s for me to listen to — Guy 
Lombardo, Carmen Cavallaro, Wagner, Strauss, 
Beethoven, etc. 

"Then came television. In 1953 we got a DuMont 
and the Sparton was retired. 

"Many years went by. Dad died in 1979. In 1990 
my mother moved from her farm home in Delaware to 
live with me in Virginia Beach. She had Alzheimer's 
Disease. The arrangement wasn't difficult at first. I was 
able to run my landscape business of four years and do 
rehabilitation of injured wild birds (about 2500 over a 
span of 41/2  years). I also cared for my aunt who was in 
her 80s. 

"Things went downhill. Caring for my mother was 
a full-time job before long, and my business faltered. I 
could no longer care for the injured wildlife. I received 
no compensation for any of my work, and soon realized 
it was necessary to liquidate my assets to pay medical 
bills and nursing home fees. But there was absolutely 
no way I would part with the Sparton radio, even if it 
didn't play anymore. 

"One day this past year, one of your MAARC 
members met a friend of mine at his business and they 
got into a conversation about antique radios. Mention 
of my Sparton was made, the story of how things "got 
rotten" for the radio and me, and how I didn't think I 
would ever fmd anyone to fix it, let alone pay for the 
repair. We can use the word "broke" here in more ways 
than one! 

"The news came to me quickly — yes, the radio could 
be fixed by members of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio 
Club free of charge, if I was patient; if I didn't mind 
having it taken apart and components farmed out to the 
experts who would do their magic to make it play, and 
the beautiful cabinet shine again. 

"Months went by, but I was never concerned. I 
believed it would take time, and I trusted all those 
unknown, unseen, kind people. 

"Then one fine day, the Sparton came back to me. 
We plugged it in. The eyes lit up green, and there was 
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music. CHASSIS CLEANING 
by Dale Johnston 

"I sit at night, sometimes by candlelight, and turn on 
the radio and remember when. I have a part of my 
father and my childhood back for awhile. It is so 
satisfying. But modern AM broadcasts just aren't the 
same as listening to the RCA Radio Orchestra live. Oh 
well, if Rush Limbaugh knew he faded in on my old 
Sparton radio, he might get a kick (out of it). 

"My sincerest thanks to the following Santas: 

• Jim Wilson, who got this project underway and 
finished. 

• Sam Cannan, speaker work & grille cloth 
replacement 

• James Lambert, cabinet restoration 
(incredible!) 

• Joe Koester, project coordinator 
• Barry Zimmerman, chassis, electrical work 
• Lloyd Kendall, MAARC President 
• Will Reha, for being in the right place at the 

right time 
• Willie Sessoms, for transporting the radio and 

its parts 

"I wish you all a very joyous holiday season. And 
thank you again! 

- Alice Patlin 

During the few months I have gotten back into the 
radio hobby, I have found a need for "washing" old 
chassis that I have come across. I wondered if I still 
might have the formula for the cleaning solution we 
used back in the '50s when I worked as a radio 
repairman for the City of Columbus Fire and Police 
Communications Division. We would retrieve old 
Motorola receivers from the attic that had been taken 
out of service, clean them up, and install them in 
cabinets for use as monitors. 

We did a search, and my wife found it (of all places) 
tucked away in a recipe book! It brought back old 
memories. We would bathe the radios in the solution, 
loosening the crud with a soft brush. After washing, the 
chassis would be rinsed with clear water and dried 
thoroughly. Drying would take at least a week under 
moderate heat. 

Here is the recipe for "radio wash" exactly as copied: 
Mix 4 oz. acetone with 3 oz. OLC acid. Mix 7 pints 
water with 8 oz ammonia. Pour water mix into acid. 

I don't recall where the formula came from 
originally, but it may have been passed on to us by one 
of the Motorola or GE reps that dropped by occasion-
ally. It sure made those old chassis sparkle. I would 
like to use it again, but I have no idea what OLC acid 
is or where to get it. If anyone out there knows, or has 
a good alternative, please contact the editor. 
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