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THE PHILCOPHONE INTERCOM 
by Brian Belanger 

Philco is well known for its radios and television 
sets, but like most major electronics companies, it 
made a lot of other electronic gizmos as well. One 
such device is the Philcophone intercom. A Model 
908, a typical Philco intercom from the early 1940s, 
is shown in Fig. 1, along with a remote speaker. I 
recall browsing through an antique shop several years 
ago when I ran 
across one of these 
tiny speakers in a 
round metal case 
with "Philco" written 
on the top edge. It 
looked like a min-
iature version of the 
cone speakers 
popular in the late 
1920s. My first 
reaction was that it 
was either a toy 
speaker, or perhaps a 
microphone for one 
of those wireless 
broadcasters of the 
WW II era—"Send 
your voice through 

Number 2 

any home radio and amaze your friends and family!" 
Had the master intercom unit been there, too, the 
purpose of the speaker would have been obvious, but 

it wasn't. 

I didn't buy it because the price was absurdly high, 
but I made a mental note to try to find out what it was. 

Figure 1. 1942 Philcophone Model 908 intercom, with remote speaker. 
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ABOUT RADIO AGE: Radio Age became the monthly 
newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club effective June 
1994. (Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and Radio Age 
were separate publications.) Subscription to Radio Age begins 
with the next available issue after the membership application and 
dues are received. Dues are $20 in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, 
and $35 per year elsewhere. (U.S. funds, please.) Two- and three-
year memberships are available as noted on the application and 
renewal forms. Life memberships are also available; contact the 
Membership Chair. All checks should be made payable to 

MAARC and addressed to the Membership Chair. Back issues 
of the MAARC Newsletter from Vol. 1, No. 1 (August 1984) and 
most issues of Radio Age from Vol. 1, No. 1 (Oct. 1975) are 
available for $ 1.75 per issue postpaid from Barry Zimmerman at 
the address in the left column. 

Entire contents of this newsletter copyright 01999, Mid-Atlantic 
Antique Radio Club, unless specifically marked otherwise on each 
article. Generally, all articles in Radio Age may be reprinted by 
other publications provided specific permission is first obtained 
from a Radio Age editor, and full credit is given to Radio Age and 
to the author of the article. 

Submissions to Radio Age are eagerly solicited. Typewritten copy 
is preferred. Articles submitted on 5 1/4" or 3.5" PC-format 
diskettes in ASCII, WordPerfect, or Microsoft Word (DOS or 
Windows) formats are very much appreciated. (Leave off the 
fancy formatting and fonts because we will have to modify them 
anyway.) Photos should be high contrast black and white. Send 
submission to one of the co-editors shown at the left and be sure 
to include your name, address, and phone number. 

MEETINGS: Unless otherwise noted, MAARC monthly 
meetings are held at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in 
Burtonsville, MD. Consult the calendar section for dates and 
times and the map below for directions. There is a traffic signal at 
the intersection of MD 198 and McKnew Road. Park in the lot 
behind the church or on McKnew Rd. Do not block the fireline 
to the rear parking lot. Entrance to the meeting is via the door to 
the gymnasium. 

Editor this issue: Brian Belanger 

North 

Rt. 29 I -95 

Sandy Spring 
MD RT 198 Road 

Church 

McKnew Rd. 

To 1-495 

New Hope Seventh Day Adventist Church 
15121 McKnew Road 
Burtonsville, MO 
McKnew Road is 1.5 miles west of 1-95 
and 3/4 mile west of Rt. 29 
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Figure 2. Schematic of the Philcophone Model 908 intercom. 

Soon afterwards, I happened upon an article in the 
National Radio Institute (NRI) Alumni Association 
newsletter, National Radio News (Dec. 1942-Jan. 
1943 issue, p. 3) which described the Philcophone 
unit and the speakers that went with it. Mystery 
solved! 

Today in the era of ubiquitous cellular phones and 
wireless pagers, a wired intercom is no big deal. But, 
in the 1930s and '40s, this sort of equipment was 
definitely upscale. You might find one in a well-to-do 
doctor's or lawyer's office. The receptionist would 
push the button and say, -Mr. Jones, John Smith is 
here to see you,- and Mr. Jones could reply, "Send 
him right in." Sure, you could have done the same 
thing with a telephone and a PBX switchboard, but an 
intercom is much easier to use—just push the button 
and talk. 

I suspect Philco did not sell a lot of these intercom 
units, and I suspect not many of them have been 
saved. I have seen them at antique radio flea markets 

YELLOW 

sa0001-1 

40,af 

once or twice. The 1942 Model 910 consisted of the 
master station and a single remote speaker. It retailed 
for $29.95. The Model 908, pictured here, was the 

deluxe model with pushbuttons for five remote 
stations. It sold for $34.95 with one remote speaker. 
Additional remote speakers were $8 each. The article 

mentioned above indicated that the wholesale price for 
NR1 graduates for this kind of equipment would be 
about 35-40% under the retail price. In the same time 
frame, Philco featured a 15-watt Philcophone public 
address amplifier system for $90 with a desk 
microphone and two speakers. At least in urban 
areas, radio shops of that era could supplement their 
income by installing and servicing intercoms and PA 
systems. 

Fig. 2 is a schematic for the Model 908 intercom. 
It bears many design similarities to the typical ac-dc 
radio of the era. These intercom units did not use 
microphones. When you talk into a speaker, the voice 
coil moving in the magnetic field induces a small 
voltage, just as a microphone does. A speaker does 
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not make a very efficient microphone, and it is not 
high-fidelity, but it is good enough for intercom 
service, and certainly is much cheaper than having a 
separate speaker and microphone at each station. So, 
each permanent magnet speaker in this system 
doubles as a microphone, and the master unit 
amplifies the signals. There is a pushbutton on each 
remote loudspeaker, and when the person at that 
location presses the button to talk, that speaker is 
connected to the amplifier in the master unit. When 
the "quiet switch" is thrown, the remote speakers are 
grounded. 

Anyone familiar with the audio section of a typical 

ac-dc radio should be able to figure out the purpose of 
the components in Fig. 2. Note the three-ohm resistor 
across the primary of the input transformer (labeled 1 
in the schematic). It maintains a load across the 
transformer at all times. If this resistor were not 
there, the amplifier would tend to oscillate when the 
speakers are disconnected while switching from talk 
to listen. 

Items like the Model 908 Philcophone may not be 
as much fun to collect as breadboards, Catalins, or 
cathedrals, but they are part of our electronic heritage, 
and when you find one in good condition, it should be 
preserved. 

MAARC YOUR CALENDAR 

Sun., Feb. 21 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Thursday, Mar. 18 through Saturday, Mar. 20, Charlotte Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC. 

Sun. Mar. 21 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Sat. Mar 27 - Greater Baltimore Hamboree and Computerfest, Timonium Fairgrounds, Timonium, 
Sun. Mar. 28 MD. 8 -5 Saturday, 8-4 Sunday, $5 admission each day, or $8 for both days. 

Sun., Apr. 18 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MID, 2 p.m. 

Sun. May 16 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Thursday, June 17 through Saturday, June 19, Radioactivity 99 at the Holiday Inn, 

Beltsville, MID. (See Tidbits section for details.) 

Sun. July 18 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Sun. Aug.15 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Sun. Sept. 19 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 
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[Editor's Note: In the early 1920s, the Crosley Manufacturing Co. in Cincinnati published a weekly newsletter 
for radio fans, called the Crosley Radio Weekly and wLW Programs. The newsletter discussed recent 
developments in radio (especially those by Crosley) and listed programs to be broadcast over the Crosley station, 
WLW. The cost to subscribe was $1 per year. MAARC member Peter Nason has a few issues of this publication 
in his literature collection and let me xerox them. The reprinted article below is taken from the January 14, 1924, 
issue. The optimism about growth in the radio industry that is so evident in this article sounds very much like 
the bullish enthusiasm for Internet companies today. - Brian Belanger.] 

LARGER MANUFACTURING PLANT PURCHASED BY POVVEL 
CROSLEY, JR., TO PERMIT BIG INCREASE IN PRODUCTION 

OF RADIO APPARATUS 

Demand For At Least 5000 Sets Every Day Is Faced By Company 

More Than 100,000 Feet of Floor Space 

Provided—New WLW Studio to Be One 

of Finest In the Country 

In order to be able to meet the demand for at least 
5,000 Crosley radio receiving sets daily, Powel 
Crosley, Jr., president of the Crosley Manufacturing 
Company, has been compelled to seek much larger 
quarters for his company and has purchased the 
factory now occupied by the Thomas J. Corcoran 
Lamp Company, at the corner of Colerain Avenue and 
Sassafras Street, Camp Washington, Cincinnati. The 
new building has 100,000 feet of floor space as 
compared with 30,000 in the present quarters. 

When the Crosley Company moved into its present 
building a year ago last May, it was believed there 
was plenty of room, but a tremendously increased 
demand for Crosley radio products soon demonstrated 
that far more extensive quarters were necessary. In 
the present building there was sufficient room for the 
production of 1,000 receiving sets a day, but the 
demand far exceeded that, and it is increasing all the 
time. 

The real estate transaction that results in the 
Corcoran building being turned over to Mr. Crosley 
involves more than $ 150,000, and settles for all time 

the talk about the radio industry possibly being a 
passing fad. Mr. Crosley studied the business 
conditions carefully before closing the deal, and, after 
a careful inspection of the demand as it is arising in 
every state in the country, he decided that even though 
radio has been popular for several years it still is in its 
infancy. His decision to broaden the scope of his 
efforts was based upon this. 

Despite the fact that there already are millions of 
receiving sets in operation today, the real field has 
hardly been scratched, and Mr. Crosley firmly 
believes that before many years pass a radio set will 
be in practically every home in the United States. 

The new Crosley building will house, in addition to 
the general offices, manufacturing and assembling 
departments, the radio broadcasting station WLW, 
which will have all the latest improvements of this 
particular field, making the station one of the finest in 
the world. The new broadcasting studio will be 
beautifully and artistically finished, and the station 
will be one that every radio listener will be eager to 
tune in. 
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CROSLEY RADIO WEEKLY and W L W PROGRAMS 

(7Ae COURT JESTER of TODAY 
"No wit to flatter left of all his store, 
No fool to laugh at, which he valued more." 

—Pope 

SINCE the earliest days, laughter and 
L-7 gaiety have been the most sought 

after things in life. In ancient times 
state rulers unbent, courtly knights for-
got seriousness; beautiful ladies became 
more alluring as the clever quips and 
merry pranks of the court jester brought 

a sparkle to their eyes and drove dull 
care away. But they were limited to the 

clownish antics and slap stick comedy 
of the jester. 

Moderns have unlimited sources of 

amusement. Every broadcasting station 
has its Jester; its humorous stories, 

amusing songs and clever comedies. 
Each night the air is filled with merri-
ment. 
With a Crosley Model X-I radio re-
ceiver, amusement may be brought clear-
ly and distinctly to your fireside. Sitting 
comfortably in an easy chair you forget 
dull care. The magic wand of the radio 
sends worry scurrying. 

The very moderate prices of all Crosley 
instruments bring radio within the reach 

of all. No matter which Crosley Model 
you may select you can be assured of 

the maximum results at the lowest cost. 
I.et a Crsoley Radio Receiver bring fun. 

laughter and good humor into your home. 

-e-1111-SLEY 
Better-Cost Less 

Radio Products 
See the Crosley Line at Good Dealers Everywhere 

Write for Free Cataiog. This fully describes the 
Crosley line of Radio receivers which range in 

price from the Model VI, a 2 tube set at $30, to 

the graceful Consolette Model X-L at $ 140. It 

also shows the complete line of Crosley parts. 
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YOU CAN HELP CREATE THE NEW RHS MUSEUM! 
by Brian Belanger 

As noted in the December 1998 Radio Age, the 
Radio History Society is about to sign a lease with the 
City of Bowie, MD, to utilize an historic home, 
Harmel House, as a radio and television museum. By 
the time this issue appears in print, the agreement 
should be in effect and volunteers from RHS will be 
working away planning and building exhibits. We 
intend to open the museum to the public later this 
spring. Our first main exhibit is slated to be a 
chronological history of radio from the 1920s to the 
transistor era, with examples of the wide variety of 
interesting radios. We also hope to have a TV exhibit 
with an early black and white set, an early color set, 
and a new high-definition digital TV placed side by 
side, each operational, to show the dramatic progress 
that has been made over the years. 

As also noted in the December article, RHS 
member Rodger Nye has made a generous contri-
bution to RHS to establish an endowment fund. 
Please understand that these funds will generate 
annual income for RI-IS to help pay for recurring 
expenses, like rent, utilities, and insurance, but the 
principal in the endowment fund will NOT be used for 
operating funds. During the next few months, RHS 
will need a considerable influx of cash to pay for sig-
nificant start-up expenses like display cases, storage 
shelves, signs, a copying machine, and furniture for 
the museum. 

We intend to approach corporations during the 
coming year seeking their support, and in the long 
run, we hope to have some corporate sponsors. But 
those sources of funds take time to develop and are 
unlikely to produce sufficient income in the short run. 
Corporations are more likely to support an organi-
zation whose members are committed. 

Many of us have dreamed of having a first-class 
radio and TV museum here in the Washington/ 
Baltimore area. Now our dream is closer to reality. 
But we need strong support from you if this vision is 
to be realized. While RHS membership contributions 
have been growing, we estimate that we need to raise 

an additional $15,000 in the next few months to get 
the museum off to a good start. There are a signif-
icant number of one-time start-up costs to cover. But 
we can do it with your help. Since MAARC has 
nearly 1000 members, if each member contributed 
only $15 to the museum, that would achieve the goal. 
While we would like to think that every MAARC 
member would want to help and could spare at least 
that much for such a good cause, being realistic, we 
anticipate that members far from the Washington area 
will be less inclined to donate. That means we need 
those of you in the local area to be more generous. 

Remember that RHS is a 501(c)(3) organization, 
so all donations are fully tax-deductible if you itemize 
deductions on your income tax. Also remember that 
many major corporations have a policy of matching 
their employee contributions to charities. So, if you 
work for a company with such a policy and you 
donate to RHS, be SURE to notify them of your 
contribution to take advantage of the match. Also 
note that RHS welcomes donations of equipment or 

literature. 

To make it easier to contribute, consider spreading 
your contribution over several months. For example, 
you may say to yourself, "I would really like to donate 
$100 to the museum, but I just don't have an extra 

$100 in my checking account this month." Perhaps 
you could send $25 now, and then another $25 in 

April, another in June, and another in August. That is 
comparable to the cost of taking your spouse out for 
dinner at a rather modest restaurant only every two 
months, which most of us can probably manage. 

Donors will be recognized via a list of donors 
posted at the museum and updated regularly. Here are 
the various classes of donors: 

Associate: 
Supporter: 
Benefactor: 
Patron: 
Corporate member 

$20 per year 
$50 per year 
$100 per year 
$250 per year 
$500 per year 
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If you can help, send your check to: 

Michael Rubin 

RHS Treasurer 

1427 Woodman Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD 20902 

Note also that we need volunteers to help set up 

the museum and to staff it when it opens. If you 

would like to help with staffing the museum, e.g. 

committing to spending a Saturday or Sunday 

afternoon there every few months welcoming visitors 

and explaining the exhibits, please contact Brian 

Belanger at (301) 258-0708 or e-mail: 

bcbelanger@aol.com. If you can help with installing 

the displays, or if you have items you would be 

willing to loan us for the displays, contact Gerry 

Schneider at (301) 929 8593. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Ads free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member 
per month, limited to 100 words. All ads subject to editing. Ads 

will not be repeated unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors. 
Usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 10th of the preceding month. 

FOR SALE 

For Sale/Trade: Guild roll-top desk hi-
fi, cabinet in nice shape, works, but 
could use capacitor work. B/O or 
trade? NOS H-65/U military head-
phones, 4000-ohm impedance, $ 15. 
NOS round meters, 100 microamps, $4. 
Wanted: Kolster type "D" decrementer 
parts: the meter and detector. Complete 
chassis and speaker for GE K-64. 
Speaker for Philco 70 grandfather clock 
radio. Chassis for "Little Giant" mini-
cathedral. Top front inlay for Zenith 
180 transistor. Michael Crain, 3 
Hillside Avenue, Harveys Lake, PA 
18618, (570) 639-2794, e-mail: 
mcrain1952@aol.com. 

For Sale: The following consoles, to 
make space in my workshop for my 
prewar Lionel trains: 

Philco 86, decent, no tubes, $ 10. 
Philco 41-608, light beam, fair, offer. 
Kolster K-43 cabinet & speaker, offer. 
Victor R-32C, slide tune, decent, $20. 

Philco 37-11, slight deco, fair, offer. 
Crosley 02CA, works, large dial, $25. 
RCA Radiola 42, decent, doors, $25. 
GE H-32C, ornate, repwood front, $25. 
Gen. Motors 120A, odd, decent, $20. 
Pooley cabinet for AK b'board, offer. 
GE F-107, motor tune, nice radio, $70. 
RCA Radiola 30, monster, VG, $75. 
Radiola Super VIII, complete, offer. 
Super Zenith Model IX, decent, offer. 
Philco 37-116, good potential, $ 100. 
Westinghouse WR-9 grandfather clock, 
really rough, but complete, $60. 

Call for details on condition. Local 
pickup or delivery only. May accept old 
"0" or "Standard" gauge trains in trade. 
Barry Zimmerman, (Frederick, MD), 
(301) 696-5561, 
e-mail: barryz@fred.net. 

For Sale: Heathkit Model IG 4505 
oscilloscope calibrator, $30. Guild 
"Country Belle" radio, excl. condx., 
$90. General Radio Model 605-B 
signal generator, untested, $75. Gavin 
UHF TV converter, $20. VIZ Model 
WV-510A Master Voltohmyst, $45. 
RCA type 5B20A image orthicon 
(used), $20. RCA RC-29 tube manual, 

$15. Rider's radio manual Vol. 10, $20. 
Bogen Model CHB-100 100-watt (tube 
type) amplifier, $45. C. Brandes 
"Superior" headset, $ 15. RCA Model 
WR-69A TV/FM sweep generator, $30. 
RCA RC- 18 tube manual, $ 15. RCA 
Model WC-506A transistor/diode 
checker, $20. All items plus UPS. 
Stephen L. Bonino, 107 Georgetown 
Road, Glassboro, NJ 08028, (609) 881-
0244. 

For Sale: Reproduction loop antennas: 
"PORTABLOOP" by Eagle Radio Co, 
$60; Bodine, $ 100; Western Electric 
I A, $ 150; Radiola AG 1380, $ 125; de 
Forest, $ 125; Duo-Spiral, collapsible, 
$75. Bristol Super-C horn speaker, $80. 
All plus shipping/handling. Please call 
before 9 p.m. Wally Worth, 2 W. Elm 
Avenue, Wollaston, MA 02170, (617) 
479-4512. 

Now Available: 1941 Philco escut-
cheon reproductions. Beautiful injec-
tion molded marbelized brown plastic 
— just like the originals. Fits models 
41-250, -255, -256, -280, -287, -290, 
and -296. Cost is $29.95 plus $3 
shipping. California residents, please 
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add 8.25% sales tax. Send a money 
order to Old Time Replications, 5744 
Tobias Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91411, 
(818) 786-2500. Fax: (818) 909-0241. 
Guaranteed satisfaction or your money 
back. 

For Sale: Motorola Model 58FRC 
wood table radio/phono, ornate, $50. 
British Ekco Model A-129 wood table 
model, three bands, plays well, $60. 
Eico HF-12 amplifier, great cosmetics, 
make offer. Ken Miller, 10027 Calvin 
Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15235, (412) 
242-4701. 

HELP! Will the person in eastern 
Pennsylvania who is storing a late 
1920s Kolster radio for me please get in 
touch with me. I misplaced your phone 
number and need to arrange a pickup. 
Tom Jelinek, (home) 602-947-2828, 
(office) 602-945-5151 (Arizona). (You 
will usually find it easier to reach me at 
my office number.) 

For Sale/Trade: Various manuals for 
Lafayette, Morrow, Harvey Wells, 
B&K, Conar, RME, B&W, Eico, 
Gonset, Elmac, Johnson, Allied/Knight, 
Heath, Globe/WRL, National, 
Hanunarlund, Hallicrafters, Paco, 
Precision, McMurdo Silver, Millen, 
Echophone, Howard, Swan, Superior, 
Triplett, Simpson, RCA, Subraco, 
Babcock, Archer/Realistic, Davco, 
Pierson, Poly-Comm, Utica, Geneva, 
Clegg, Ameco, Regency, Drake, 
Mosley, Alliance, Dow-Key, Comcraft, 
Denton, EMC, Atlas, Zenith, and some 
others. A. J. Bernard, PO Box 690098, 
Orlando, FL 32869-0098, (407) 351-
5536; e-mail: ni4q@juno.com. 

For Sale: Many of your favorite old 
time radio shows are available on tape 
cassettes. You select the shows you 
want and purchase them by the hour. 
Fast, friendly service. Send for our 
catalog listing over 5,700 shows 
arranged by category and title. Only $2 
(P&H). Erstwhile Radio, PO Box 
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For Sale: Sonora LL I 8, 1920s 12" 
dynamic reproducer, 4-wire lead, excl. 
condx., $30. Pioneer Model SA-301 
stereo amplifier, nice condx., $50 or 
interesting trade. Sanyo Model DCX-
2300K IC solid-state AM/FM receiver, 
65 watts, nice condx., $50 or interesting 
trade. Four Tesla stereo speakers, two 
8" woofers, two 4" tweeters, matched 
set, good condx., $25. Panasonic 
Model RX-4940 AM/FM stereo 
cassette portable radio, excl. condx, 
$25. Two matched bookcase 4-ohm 
stereo speaker system, 3 speakers/ 
cabinet, 7 watts, $ 15. All prices in U.S. 
funds including shipping/handling. 
Ernest D. M. Yeaw, 1128 Hwy. 6, RR 
3, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia, Canada, 
BOK 1VO, (902) 657-2554. 

For Sale: Janssen console piano with 
built-in Lowery "Organo" electronic 
organ system. New in 1950, mahogany 
finish, 66 tubes (!), documentation. 
Play as ordinary piano, organ, or 
combination. Good to very good 
condx., $900 Alan Diamant, 9220 
Mintwood Street, Silver Spring, MD 
20901, (301) 588-0238, e-mail: 
amdiamant@aol.com. 

WANTED 

Wanted: FM-only table radios, 
especially interested in National Radio 
NC- 108T, Heathkit GR-11, and 
Hallicrafters (model unknown). I am 
also intersted in more common old FM 
table radios and AM sets that match the 
FM sets, e.g., Emerson 602 FM set and 
636 AM set. Come visit my FM-only 
web site: http://www.somersetnet/ann/ 
fin only.html. Andrew R. Mitz, 
WA-3LTJ, 4207 Ambler Drive, 
Kensington, MD 20895, (301) 897-
5531, e-mail: arm@serge.gnode.org. 

Wanted: Zenith radios: Trans-Oceanic 
7G605 (sailboat or bomber), 
R520/URR (brown military), R1000M 
(transistor military). Also looking for a 
floor model Victor Victrola with the 
horn built in and shelves for records. 
John Filippelli, 7950 Tam O'Shanter, 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061, (410) 760-
2265, e-mail: tea380@aol.com. 

Wanted: Parts for a Flivver crystal set 
(the articulated detector arm). Case and 
knobs for a Zenith 6D322 Bakelite set. 
Dial drive parts for Philo 42-327. 
Would really like to find two 
Westinghouse "Little Jewel" (refrig-
erator) sets—the dark green model H-
124 and the burgundy model, H-127. 
Anyone have a Palomar base/amplifier 
to sell? Fred Sodamann, 2603 N. 
Greenwood, Pueblo, CO 81003, (719) 
543-6654, e-mail: fritz@marketl.com. 

Wanted: WWII military television 
equipment Army/Navy glide bomb TV 
receiver CRV-46, BC- 1213, cameras, 
transmitter tuning meter, ATK/ATJ 
technical manual. Maurice Schechter, 
590 Willis Avenue, Williston Park, NY 
11596, phone/fax: (516) 294-4416. 

Wanted: Manual for Heath G-2 AF 
generator (original preferred). Sams 
Dial Cord Guides, DC-3 and DC-4. 
Pushbutton dial tuner assembly for GE 
G-50 or G-55, complete or junker for 
pot metal parts. Bill Scheppers, 5411 
Castle Bar Lane, Alexandria, VA 
22315, (703) 588-8362, e-mail: 
scheppew@pentagon.dmil. 

Wanted: Radio chassis/speaker for 
Stewart-Warner R 1 264A, or chassis 
R126. Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Page, 4138 
North Hwy. 41, Mullins, SC 29574, 
(843) 464-6887, 
e-mail: pagehaven@aol.com. 
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MAARC CALENDAR YEAR 1998 TREASURY REPORT 
by Barry Zimmerman, Treasurer 

MAARC's good financial health has continued 
through the past year. The detailed record keeping for 
the past several years gives us the data necessary to 
formulate a budget and predict our future status. 
Again, no dues rate increases are anticipated in the 
foreseeable future. Last year, certain that we could 
fulfil our commitments to serve our members, we 
were able to make a contribution of $5000 to the 
Radio History Society to support their goals. 

The tabulated treasury data shown here is a 
summary of the very detailed monthly income and 
spending data, totaled for the year. All bills are 
current and this report reflects our actual status. The 
"Incomes" are all sources of income to the Club. The 
"Expenses" are all expenses, plus the several transfers 
of cash (totaling $4900) to the savings accounts, 
essentially replacing the $5000 withdrawn for the 
donation to RHS. 

The liquid assets of MAARC currently consist of 
a checking account, two savings accounts, two 
investment accounts, the remaining cash value of the 
copier service contract, and the auction cash advance. 
The balance of the checking account is maintained at 
approximately $4000 to cover the approximate 
operating costs for two months. Funds can be shuttled 
to and from the savings accounts to maintain this 
balance. The funds in reserve in the savings account 
(currently about $6100) are immediately available for 
unforeseen expenses, special purchase opportunities, 

or support of other organizations. A portion of these 
savings accounts will be invested in a higher yield 
account if the financial projections for 1999 support 
this move. Finally, the majority of the funds in the T. 
Rowe Price and Merrill-Lynch investment accounts 
represent the membership fees collected from 
MAARC's "life" members and are earning interest 
that covers the cost of providing the newsletters to 
them. The total liquid assets as defined above and in 
the table decreased by only about $450 last year, even 
after donating $5000 to RHS. Another great year for 
MAARC! 

At the beginning of last year, I predicted lower 
membership dues income due to the number of multi-
year renewals in the previous year. In fact, many of 
those who did come due for renewal opted for multi-
year renewals, making the dues income higher. Due 
to the significantly smaller number of members due 
for renewal throughout this year, a lower dues income 
is almost certain. The excess funds from the previous 
year will cover this easily. 

We are looking forward to serving our members 
and the hobby for many, many more years. We are 
looking at ways to improve the products and services 
we provide and the events we sponsor for our 
members. Watch for the announcements of, or the 
effect of these changes. And finally, thanks to all our 
members for continuing to support us. 

SCHEMATIC SERVICE REPORT 
by Barry Zimmerman, Librarian 

Over 100 boxes of schematics from the National 
Radio Institute have been sorted and incorporated into 
MAARC's library along with the holdings already on 
hand. Duplicates have been donated to RHS. This 
"new" material includes factory literature from most 
U.S. and many Canadian manufacturers from 1929 to 
1976. The MAARC schematic library now consists 
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of 200 feet of shelving and 30 file drawers full of 
factory literature. Additionally, of course, all; Sams 
to about 1985, Rider's radio and TV, and Gernsback 
information is also available. A summary of the 
coverage of the factory literature will be provided in 
a future article. 
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MAARC CASH FLOW AND ASSETS SUMMARY - CALENDAR YEAR 1998 

1998 INCOMES TOTALS 

Membership Dues Income • 

Cash Donations • 

Interest and Dividends Withdrawn • 

Meeting Auction Net Income • 

Meeting Entrance Fees 

50/50 and Raffles Net 

Tube Sales Income 

Miscellaneous Items Sales Income • 

Schematic Service Income • 

Back Issues Sales Income • 

Promotion Items Sales Income • 

Capacitor Sales Income 

Miscellaneous Income • 

Assets Sales • 

INCOMES TOTALS 

14,531.25 

133.00 

0.00 

2,308.35 

4,736.05 

126.50 

1,000.00 

65.00 

481.00 

145.00 

0.00 

894.70 

0.00 

275.00 

24,695.85 

1998 EXPENSES TOTALS 

Membership Dues Expenses • 

Newsletter (not print or mall) • 

Newsletter Printing • 

Newsletter Mailing 

General Club Admin. and Overhead 

Auction Expenses • 

Hall Rental 

Tube Sales Expenses • 

Miscellaneous Items Expenses • 

Schematic Service Expenses • 

Back Issues Expenses • 

Promotion Items Expenses 

Capacitor Sales Expenses • 

Copier Expenses • 

Trailer Expenses • 

WWW/NET Expenses • 

Advertising Expenses • 

Miscellaneous Expenses • 

Liquid Assets Purchases • 

Equipment Assets Purchases • 

EXPENSES TOTALS 

Expected checkbook change from above 

Actual Checking Account Change 

Actual savings account change 

Actual Merrill- Lynch Increase 

Actual T. Rowe Price Increase 

Actual copier contract value Increase 

Cash advances 

Liquid assets increase this year 
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485.74 

187.84 

10,601.76 

2,988.76 

96.70 

53.46 

2,949.26 

370.49 

94.50 

418.80 

35.56 

0.00 

802.05 

500.00 

205.12 

0.00 

626.95 

417.23 

4,900.00 

0.00 

25,734.22 

-1,038.37 

-1,038.37 

-34.18 

513.55 

416.08 

-26.50 

-275.00 

-444.42 

END OF YEAR ASSETS SUMMARY 

CHECKING ACCOUNTS 

1st National 

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

1st National el 

1st National *2 

ESCROW ACCOUNTS 

Copier Contract ( remaining value) 

STOCKS AND BONDS 

Merrill- Lynch (Money Market) 

T. Rowe Price 

CASH ON HAND 

Auction Operating Funds 

Newsletter Mailing Cash Advance 

TOTAL LIQUID ASSETS 

EQUIPMENT ASSETS 

Laser Printer 

Laser Printer 

Copier 

Trailer 

Fax 

Overhead Projector 

Movie Projector 

TOTAL EQUIPMENT ASSETS 

OTHER ASSETS 

Tube Stock 

Grill Cloth Stock 

Back Issues Stock 

Library Holdings 

Promotional Items Stock 

Capacitor Stock 

TOTAL OTHER ASSETS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Year Start Year End 

5339.57 4301.20 

6119.99 4069.45 

0.00 2016.37 

276.50 250.00 

10045.94 10559.49 

8113.01 8529.09 

200.00 

275.00 

200.00 

0.00 

30370.01 29925.59 

231.00 

82.00 

898.00 

1155.00 

178.00 

94.64 

94.64 

2733.27 

4000.00 

15.00 

1500.00 

2500.00 

0.00 

1160.00 

9175.00 

41833.86 
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Radioactivity - 99 Update 

One of the crowd-pleaser activities in most all major 
radio meets is the Old Equipment Contest. In these 
contests, participants display their favorite old radios, 
loudspeakers, or advertising pieces for all to see and 
admire. These contests were probably started by the 
late Antique Radio Club of America, but older regional 
clubs claim to have had similar contests as early as 
1948. Our own Radioactivity meets have always 
featured these contests, which have brought out some 
of the most rare and beautiful radios and speakers ever 
seen in the collecting hobby. Last year, Geoff 
Bourne's rare Mignon receiver won a first-place 
ribbon, then went on to earn championship ribbons at 
the prestigious AWA meet at Rochester. 

This year our contest is highlighting the theme of the 
diamond anniversary of the commercial introduction of 
both the superheterodyne radio and the Neutrodyne 
radio in 1924. There are three categories of entries 
adhering to this theme, and a variety of traditional 
MAARC categories. The following rules apply: 

a. One entry per person per category; 
b. Documentation is essential to a winning entry; 
c. Documented level of effort in restoring the entry is 
more important than the absolute rarity or value of 
the entry; 

d. No console radios (they require too much space); 
e. No wall-mounted exhibits are allowed; 
f Maximum table space: 4 feet wide by 2 feet deep; 
g. The MAARC entry form must be filled out and kept 

with the exhibit; 
h. Exhibits must be entered during the posted entry 

period, and must be kept in the exhibit room until 
after the contest viewing Friday evening. All 
entries must be removed between 7:00 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m Saturda mornin 

A well-restored Freed Eisemann NR30 

This Meteor cathedral radio has been carefull 

restored, as evidenced by its sparkling chassis.  

The Categories — 1999 

1. Superheterodyne radios from 1924 
2. Leutz Superhets 
3. Neutrodyne radios from 1924 
4. Passive receivers (e.g., crystal sets) 
5. One-tube radios 
6. Golden Age radios - from 1934-1936 
7. Golden Age radios - from 1939-1941 
8. Postwar tube radios - 1945-55 
9. Transistor radios 
10. Loudspeakers — horn type 
11. Loudspeakers — cone type 
12. Advertising devices and pieces 
13. Homebrew radios - must have original plans dating 

from 1924-1934. 

Remember that paperwork really counts in these 
contests. As you restore or finish the radio or other 
item to be entered, take photos, take notes, collect ads, 
original pamphlets, articles, newspaper squibs, and 
manuals. In restorations, before-and-after pictures are 
helpful. If you bought the item already restored, try to 
get the restorer to provide data and pictures, and give 
him/her credit. Good luck! 
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TRANSFORMER REPAIR - A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
by Craig Roberts 

Ed Brady wrote an interesting article called "Fixing 
a Bad Transformer" in the December 1998 Radio Age 
(p. 13). I thought I would share my own transformer 
repair experiences with MAARC members. 

I have had three experiences repairing power trans-
formers. (Four, if you include the second try for my 
first repair.) Each of these transformers had a burned 
out high-voltage (B+) winding—probably due to leaky 
or shorted filter capacitors downwind of the rectifier. 
Each repair was done on a transformer that I felt could 
not be replaced or was from a rare or pricey piece that 
I wanted to be visually original. 

My first attempt was on a late- 1930s RCA, which 
used a motor for the pushbutton tuning. This required 
a 25-volt winding on the transformer—which made it 
an oddball to replace. I carefully disassembled the shell 
and laminations (the easy part). The filament (heater) 
windings are on the outside layers, so these were not 
hard to chart and set aside. The blackened smelly 
carbon remains of the high-voltage winding (a mess!) 
was underneath these windings. There was no way to 
count turns in the defective winding. So, to recreate the 
high-voltage winding, I relied on the dc resistance 
measurements stated on the schematic, using the same 
size wire as in the original winding. 

I taped the beginning of my supply wire to a good 
starting point and began turning. It took a while. Yet, 
there was a pretty layer of new copper wire there. 
Good! I had made a jig so I could turn the core by 
hand. A week later it was done—so I thought! 

When I tried to attach leads to the tiny wires, it was 
impossible. (If you don't try, you don't learn, right?) 
The second time, I first taped the leads to the core and 
soldered the first lead to the beginning of the winding 
before I started winding. That worked much better. 
The two saved heater wires went back on, all carefully 
taped as before. 
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The iron core came together fine. I bolted the trans-
former together and tried it with no load. It buzzed like 
crazy until I really tightened the four bolts. In most 
original transformers, the laminations were coated with 
shellac to keep them from vibrating. The high-voltage 
winding was within 5 volts of the proper value on either 
side of the center tap. After I installed it onto the power 
supply chassis, you could not tell a repair had been 
made. This radio works fine to this day. 

My second transformer repair was on a Majestic 
chrome front radio. Once again, the B+ winding was 
fried. As this is a rather small transformer on a tight 
chassis, I opted to rewind it. It took two weeks—an 
hour in the evenings. (Winter is a good time for this 
foolishness.) This transformer came together as tight as 
it had been originally, and it seemed to work OK 
without load. After repairing the chassis, I re-installed 
the transformer, turned on the radio, and it played! Yes, 
there is a magic to these old friends. 

My third transformer was a television focus trans-
former, which had the usual fried secondary. This one 
put out about 1500 volts, so it had 34 layers of hair-fine 
wire. My initial attempts using my previous techniques 
resulted in the wire breaking. I made a motorized jig to 
turn the supply spool. That helped. The jig was from 
my old Erector Set, with a foot switch from my wife's 
sewing machine. The winding process took about one 
hour per layer, once I got good at it. The tricky part 
was keeping a very slight tension on the hair-thin wire 
feeding onto the new coil. 

Somebody sixty years ago wound these transfor-
mers. I wonder what the factory defect rate was for 
power transformers? Unless there has been a short in 
the power supply filter, most transformers still work 
fine decades later—a tribute to those who assembled 
them way back when. 
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PRODUCT REVIEW 
RADIO ERA ARCHIVES' RIDER'S MANUALS ON CD-ROM 

by Robert Goad 

After reading Bill Scheppers' Product Review 
regarding BPS, Inc.'s Antique Radio Encyclopedia On 
CD-ROM in the December 1998 issue of Radio Age 
(p.10), I thought that it is about time for a review of 
Radio Era Archives' Rider's Perpetual Trouble 
Shooter's Manual on CD-ROM 

I debated the choice between REA and BPS for 
months, and the more I read both ads in Antique Radio 
Classified, the more clear the choice seemed. REA 
appeared to offer more information besides the Rider's 
manuals, and I could buy one volume at a time. 

Upon receipt of the first CD; I-compared the ease of 
use of the CD vs. the Rider's volumes, and without 
exception, I could rapidly locate radios simply by 
entering the manufacturer's name, click on the model 
number space, get the index, and select the model 
number needed, click "OK," and it automatically 
entered the model number and the volume in which it 
could be found. I clicked "retrieve" and there it was; 
schematic and whatever other information was in 
Rider's for that model. Over the next few months I 
purchased the other five CD-ROMs, and at the same 
time, sold my set of Rider's manuals. 

MOON MULLINS 

Thanks to Ted Hannah for sending us this cartoon from the April 28, 1973 Washington Post. 

w-g-rts 
114,&T? 

SOMETHING 
WE USED To 
ENJOY 30 YEARS 

M O, 
KAYO... 

"."%nnisloness---- •  

In all cases the copy quality was equal to, and, in 
some instances, better than the Rider's pages. I have 
not yet found any missing or unreadable pages, and no 
duplicates. 

I am not claiming that everything was problem-free, 
but every time I had a problem, it was because of my 
unfamiliarity with Windows 95 or other computer 
problems unrelated to the CD-ROMs themselves. With 
the help of REA, the problems disappeared. Those who 
are familiar with Windows 95 and other Microsoft 
programs, who have a 386 computer or later with 16 
megabytes of RAM, and who have an inkjet or laser 
printer should have no problems. (For two or three 
weeks I actually used an Epson dot matrix printer with 
very satisfactory results, but I think you would probably 
go through ribbons very rapidly printing schematics.) 

In conclusion, before purchasing either product, 
review the comparison chart on page 47 of the 
December 1998 issue of Antique Radio Classified. 
This chart was part of the REA ad, but it seems to be 
very accurate. Do I think the REA CD-ROMs were 
worth the extra cost? No question in my mind. 

C:1'1••••••, ..•••••.f. 

••••evall 

Ferd Johnson 

Radio Age - February 1999 Page 14 



FOR THE RECORD 

The January MAARC meeting was attended by approximately 80 
people. We received a generous donation of tubes recently, including a 
number of very desirable audio tubes. They were sold almost as soon as 
they appeared on our sales table. As a result, tube sales for January 
amounted to $350! The auction raised $267.55, thanks to a number of 
nice donations. Entrance donations totaled $72. The 50/50 drawing 
produced $29 for MAARC thanks to member Jim Wilson donating his 
winnings back to the club. Thanks, Jim! 

There were quite a few show and tell items. Colleen Prosise brought 
a beautiful Nipper dog quilt that she is making. Several interesting 
radios were described, including an unusual early 1920s set that tuned by 
varying a capacitance and inductance simultaneously.. Vice President 
Charlie Rhodes gave an informative talk describing both the right way 
and the wrong way to design the power supply and audio sections of 3-
way portables. The large auction included desirable items, e.g., a Grebe 
Synchrophase, a Radiola 17, and a box of Atwater Kent parts. 

TIDBITS 

• When you come across a 1941 Philco pushbutton 
console (and some table models), chances are the 
swirled brown plastic escutcheon is broken. They were 
made from a plastic that shrinks with age, and the 
stresses invariably cause them to crack in several 
places. Now replacements are available! Contact: 

Old Time Replications 
5744 Tobias Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA 91411 
(818) 786-2500 

These injection molded marbelized brown plastic 
escutcheons look just like the originals, and fit models 
such as the 41-250, -255, -256, -280, -287, -290, and 
-296. The cost is $29.95 plus $3 shipping. (CA 
residents add 8.25% sales tax.) Larry Bordonaro, who 
runs this business, also makes reproduction plastic 
knobs and pushbuttons for many common radios (and 
quite a few uncommon ones). The quality is excellent. 

Contact him to inquire about your specific needs for 
pushbuttons or knobs. 

• Barry Zimmerman has volunteered to create a 
"sources directory" that we can make available to 
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TUBE COLLECTORS 

ASSOCIATION 

FORMED! 
This new group is now in 

operation. Started by dedicat-
ed collector-historians, it is int-
ernational in scope, nonprofit, 
and noncommercial. It ad-
dresses tubes of all vintages 
and types. For a membership 
application and sample copy 
of Tube Collector, contact the 
club at PO Box 1181, Medford, 
OR 97501. Details are also 
available from Al Jones, 
W1ITX, on (707) 464-6470 or 
Ludwell Sibley on (541) 855-
5207. 

members. The intent is to collect the names, addresses, 
and phone numbers of people and companies that 
provide services of interest to our members. Examples 

include places to buy parts, tubes, refinishing supplies, 
people who do cabinet refinishing, restore radios, 
recone speakers, etc. Contact Barry (see page 2) and let 
him la:low about your favorite sources of supply. Once 
the listing is done, we can make it available on our new 
World Wide Web site and provide paper copies to 
people who do not have access to the Internet. 

• Here are a few more Word Wide Web sites related 
to antique radio to check out. (The usual http:// prefix 
is left off of the beginning of each). Thanks to Dick 
Karman for reporting these in the October 1998 issue of 
the Northwest Vintage Radio Society's newsletter, Call 
Letter. 

UK collector Alan Lord has created the following site, 
with pictures of antique radios and project construction 
ideas: 

www.dundeecoll.ac.uk/Sections/CS/Staff/al_radio/ 
gallery.htm 

Page 15 



The London Ontario Vintage Radio Club has their 

newsletter available on line at: 

www.geocities.com/Colosseum/4884/more3.html 

Radio collector John Jenkins as a site with lots of nice 
pictures of old radio gear. Check it out at: 

www.halcyon.com/johnj/radios/ 

A site with many links to other antique radio sites can 
be found at: 

www.compusmartab.ca/agirard/VINTAGE.HTM 

Antique radio collecting in Scandanavia can be checked 
out at: 

hem.passagen.se.radiojo 

Past Times is a nostalgia entertainment newsletter. 
Their site has links to many related sites. It can be 

found at: 

www.ptnostalgia.comlradlinks.html 

Enjoy! Let us know if you corne across an interesting 
site that we have not published as yet. 

• Steve Snyderman recently forwarded to us 
information about a company in France called Radio-
Tubes that sells (what else!) old radio tubes. If you 
need tubes to repair a European set and cannot find 
them here in the U.S., you might want to contact this 

company. They can be contacted via e-mail at: 
jtotalginfonie.fr. The company has a representative 

named Daniel in Allentown, PA, who repairs European 
radios. You can contact Daniel at (610) 776-7191. 

• Your Board of Directors is firming up plans for our 
annual mega-meet, Radioactivity 99. The dates are 
Thursday, June 17 through Saturday, June 19, at a 
different hotel—the Holiday Inn in Beltsville, MD. We 
were running out of space for the flea market in the 

parking lot at the Best Western in Laurel where we held 
the meet for the past two years. Because the lot was L-
shaped and in two separate sections, the flea marketeers 
on the side of the hotel tended to feel isolated from the 
main group in the rear of the hotel. Also, some 
attendees last year did not get the room accom-

modations they had reserved. The new hotel is between 
Baltimore and Washington, one exit south on I-95 from 
the location last year. The rooms are much nicer and 
the parking lot is HUGE, so we need not worry about 
running out of space. Another radio repair class is 
being planned. 

Mark your calendars now, and plan to attend this great 

event! 

• According to an article in the November 1998 issue 
of Q.ST (pages 47-49), Zenith ventured into the amateur 
radio market in the early 1960s and designed a deluxe, 
spare-no-expense AM, CW, and SSB receiver known as 
the R-100. It was not, however, intended to be sold as 
a Zenith R-100, but rather was to be marketed under the 
Central Electronics logo. Only one such receiver, a 
prototype, is known to exist, and it, along with a 
matching speaker, belongs to the author of the QST 
article, Joel Thurtell, K8PSV, of Plymouth, MI. 

[Thanks to Ted Hannah for sending us this 
information. - Editor] 
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