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SAVE THOSE QSL CARDS! 
by Brian Belanger 

Every ham operator knows what a QSL card is. It is 
the postcard-sized card that hams exchange to verify 
their radio contacts. In Morse Code radio shorthand, 
QSL means "acknowledge receipt." Hams love to post 
them on the walls of their radio shacks, especially if they 
confirm contacts with stations in exotic far-away places. 

In addition to ham QSL cards, there are QSL cards 
sent from broadcast stations to their listeners 
acknowledging receipt of the station's program. 
Especially back in the 1920s and ' 30s when radio was 
still quite a novelty, there were thousands of radio 
listeners who delighted in seeing how many distant 
stations they could log. They would send a letter to the 
station saying, for 
example, "I heard your 
station WLS from 
about 10 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. on Friday night, 
November 22, with a 
remote broadcast of 
dance music from the 
ballroom of a hotel in 
Chicago. I was using 
an Atwater Kent Model 
44 with a 150' antenna 

from my house to my 
barn. Please acknow-
ledge receipt." And, the 
station would send the 
listener one of their 

cards. Stations liked to have listeners from far away 
contact them so they could assess how far their signals 
were reaching. The figures in this article are examples 
of broadcast station QSL cards from my small 
collection. I purchased a number of these cards from an 
antique shop in upstate New York. The cards were 
addressed to Albert Bartholomew of Bradford, NY. 
Albert was a member of the Newark News Radio Club. 
The cards spanned the period 1932 to 1944. 

In 1986 an organization was formed to preserve QSL 
cards. The Committee to Preserve Radio Verifications 
(CPRV) has been working hard to keep these cards from 
being thrown in the trash, and they have accumulated a 

huge collection of them. 
The collection had been 
stored in the Boston 
headquarters of the 
Christian Science 
Monitor. CPRV re-
cently announced that 
they have reached 
agreement with the 
Library of American 
Broadcasting (LAB) at 
the University of 
Maryland in College 
Park, MD, to transfer 
the collection to the 
LAB. 

[Text cont. on p. 4] 
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THANK YOU for youtter of comment on our programs. We 
at WBBM are always glad tZear from you, for in this way we learn 
of the programs that you prefer. WBBM is your station— tell us 
what you would like to hear. 

From the WBBM Air Theatre you may hear the best entertain-
ment available from Chicago and New York. Then, too, you will hear 
authentic health information, markets, home economics and other use-
ful services. Tune in! 

DAILY-6:55 A. M. TO 645 P. M. 870 10 P. M. 11:15 TO 1:30 A. M. 

FOLLOW SPORTING EVENTS THROUGH WBBM 

-   

QSL card from Chicago station WBBM sent to Albert 
Bartholomew of Bradford, NY, June 1932. (Reduced in 
size.) 
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ABOUT RADIO AGE: Radio Age became the monthly 
newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club effective June 
1994. (Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and Radio Age were 
separate publications.) Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next 
available issue after the membership application and dues are 
received. Dues are $20 in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, and $35 per 
year elsewhere. (U.S. funds, please.) Two- and three-year 
memberships are available as noted on the application and renewal 
forms. Life memberships are also available; contact the Membership 
Chair. All checks should be made payable to MAARC and addressed 

to the Membership Chair. Back issues of the MAARC Newsletter 
from Vol. 1, No. 1 (August 1984) and most issues of Radio Age from 
Vol. 1, No. 1 (Oct. 1975) are available for $ 1.75 per issue postpaid 
from Barry Zimmerman at the address in the left column. 

Entire contents of this newsletter copyright ©1999 Mid-Atlantic 
Antique Radio Club, unless specifically marked otherwise on each 
article. Generally, all articles in Radio Age may be reprinted by other 
publications provided specific permission is first obtained from a 
Radio Age editor, and full credit is given to Radio Age and to the 
author of the article. 

Submissions to Radio Age are eagerly solicited. Typewritten copy is 
preferred. Articles submitted on 3.5" PC-format diskettes in ASCU, 
WordPerfect, or Microsoft Word (DOS or Windows) formats are very 
much appreciated. (Leave off the fancy formatting and fonts because 
we will have to modify them anyway.) Photos should be high contrast 
black and white. Send submission to one of the co-editors shown at 
the left and be sure to include your name, address, and phone number. 

MEETINGS: Unless otherwise noted, MAARC monthly meetings 
are held at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Burtonsville, MD. 
Consult the calendar section for dates and times and the map below for 
directions. There is a traffic signal at the intersection of MD 198 and 
McKnew Road. Park in the lot behind the church or on McKnew Rd. 
Do not block the fireline to the rear parking lot. Entrance to the 
meeting is via the door to the gymnasium. 

Editor this issue: Brian Belanger 

North 

Rt. 29 

MD HT 198 
Sandy Spring 

Road 

Church 

4— McKnew Rd. 

To 1-195 

New Hope Seventh Day Adventist Church 
15121 McKnew Road 
Burtonsville, MD 
McKnew Road is 1.5 miles west of 1-95 
and 314 mile west of Rt. 29 
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71111 211 

EARL NAY'S K N A STUDIO AND BROADCASTING STATION. SHENANDOAH. IOWA 

• •'• 

Often cards pictured the station's studios or transmitter building. This 1933 QSL card is from station KMA, 930 kHz, 
in Shenandoah, IA. It is signcd by Ormah Carmcan, Program Director for the station, which was owned by the Earl 
E. May Seed and Nursery Company. 

This 1944 card from WTOP in Washington was signed by two station officials, Earl Burkland the General Manager, 
and Clyde Hunt, the Chief Engineer. Pictured is the (then) relatively new WTOP transmitter building in Wheaton, 
MD, which still stands. 
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W >t, X R 1,EW YORK, 

New York's Only High-Fidelity Station 

1550 KC "At the End of the Dial" 

We have 
an(1 are 

checked your report of L/v3 1 3 _2 
pleased to verify your re e epti n.' 

We thank you for writing and trust that 
you will tune in our programs regularly. 

INT1MSTATE BROADCA,TING 
730 Fifth Ave" Now York City. 

This card from January 1937 is from New York's high fidelity station, WQXR. Notice that the card originally read 

W2XR. The fact that the 2 is crossed out and the Q inserted suggests that the change in call letters must have 

occurred not long before the card was sent. 

The LAB has a huge collection of radio and TV related 
books (more than 3000), pamphlets, recordings, 
photographs (more than 25,000), and more. They also 

have special collections, such as the Arthur Godfrey 

memorabilia collection. ( If you have not been to the 
LAB,, you really need to pay them a visit. It is 
awesome!) The LAB is about to move into new 

expanded quarters at the Hornback Library at the 
University, totaling about 15,000 square feet. And, now 
in addition to everything else, the LAB will house the 
CPRV collection of approximately 30,000 QSL cards. 

Broadcast band QSL cards comprise about 60% of 

the collection. About 80% arc from U.S. stations and 
the rest from overseas stations. About 15% of the 

collection is amateur radio QSLs. The CPRV will 
provide you with stickers to attach to your scrapbooks 
of QSLs or shoeboxes full of them saying, in effect, 

-When I die, please do not throw these away, but give 
them to the CPRV [address]." If you would like to find 
out more about the CPRV or get some of those stickers 

to put on your own QSL collection, contact: 

Jerry Berg 
Chairman, CPRV 

38 Eastern Avenue 
Lexington, MA 02421 
(781) 861-8481 

There is also a CPRV contact here in the Washington 

area. You can contact: 

Dan Henderson 
7921 Anfred Drive 
Laurel, MD 20723 

(301) 490-2023 
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In 1932, picking up Baltimore station WFBR in Bradford, NY, where Mr. Bartholomew lived would have been 

considered a good "catch." 

A WAY TO HELP YOURSELF (AND YOUR REPAIRMAN) 
by Dale R. Johnston 

I frequently restore antique radios for people who 
cannot or prefer not to do the work themselves. Based 
on my experience, here are some ways you can speed up 
that process and save yourself some money at the same 
time. 

Much of the work required to restore old radios to 
operation consists of cleaning and polishing. Quite 
often it takes more time to clean one of the old beauties 
than it takes to do the electrical restoration. Even if you 
have no knowledge of radio theory, you can reduce the 
cost of the job by doing the cleanup yourself. The term 
used in the military to describe the non-skilllecl part of 
any such effort is "grunt work." and the more of it you 
do as a customer, the less time it takes the repair 
technician, and everybody wins! You get your set back 
quicker, and the next customer doesn't have to wait as 
long to get his or her radio into the shop. 

Start by vacuuming out the dust and dirt. Use a soft 
brush to loosen the dirt, but be very careful around the 
tuning capacitor, open coils, and other exposed parts — 
you don't want to add to the things that need repair. If 
there is dirt between the plates of the tuning capacitor, 
blow it out. Sometime a pipe cleaner moistened with 
solvent can help remove crud between the plates. 

Clean out the wasps nests, rat feces, or whatever else 
you find. I recently found a small bird's nest inside an 
AK 84. It was a neat little thing, made from straw 
cushion stuffing. Remove the chassis to do this kind of 
cleaning if you can. Be careful if the speaker is 
mounted in the cabinet and not on the chassis. If there 
is a cable from the speaker that plugs into the chassis, it 
is a simple matter to remove the chassis without 
removing the speaker, but if it is hard-wired in, you may 
need to leave the chassis in the cabinet and do the best 
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you can without removing it. Even if you don't remove 
the chassis, you can still remove the tubes to make 
cleaning easier. Water with a little dishwasher detergent 
helps to remove the dirt that remains after brushing and 
vacuuming the surface dirt. An old toothbrush helps 
with the scrubbing. But, make sure you rinse carefully. 
Don't use water around the dial. The dial markings on 
some old radios were made with water-soluable ink, and 
it is possible to wipe off all the frequency numbers on 
such radios. 

Now and then you find a radio where the tubes have 
been inserted into the wrong sockets. Check to see 
whether they are in the right sockets. If there is a tube 
layout diagram inside the cabinet, or if the tube sockets 
are marked with the tube type, this is easy to check. If 
not, leave that to the restorer, or at least make a drawing 
for yourself to help you get the tubes back in as you 
found them. If there are tubes missing and you have 
tubes of your own, as many of us do, be sure to put 
them in. There is nothing more irksome to a restorer 
than to order several new tubes for a customer only to 
have the customer come to pick up that radio and say, 
"Oh, I had my own tubes for the radio. I didn't want to 
buy new ones from you." 

With the tubes out, polish the pins and grid caps. 
This is especially important on the pre-octal tubes. 
They accumulate a coating that can stop the signal 
completely. I use a Dremel tool with the small wire 
brush installed. You can also use 600 grit sandpaper, 
but I find the Dremel tool is quicker and does a very nice 
job without scratching. Don't forget the inside of the 
contact on the end of the grid lead that plugs onto the 
grid cap. I use a piece of 600 grit sandpaper glued to a 

dowel rod for this. 

All the above can save the restorer a lot of time, and 
save some money for you, assuming the restorer charges 
you by the hour. Depending on your level of expertise, 
you may be able to go further and test the tubes. 
Discard only those that are completely dead. It is 
surprising how many radios will play just fine with a 
tube or two that test quite weak. Some of the older 
tubes, such as 0 1 As can be rejuvenated if you know 
how. In view of how scare old tubes are getting, we 
want to squeeze every bit of use out of every tube before 
discarding it. If you have contact cleaner, squirt some 
into the volume control (and other controls) and work 
the control back and forth a few times. 

Most old wood cabinets clean up quite nicely just by 
rubbing them with Go-Jo waterless hand cleaner and 
0000 steel wool. Wipe off the residual carefully. 

Resist the temptation to try plugging in an old radio 
that has been sitting in someone's barn or attic for 50 
years, even if it looks like it is in good shape. It is very 
common for the electrolytic capacitors to be electrically 
leaky or shorted. Such a radio may even play for a brief 
period, but you run the risk of burning out the power 
transformer, and that is usually the most difficult and 
expensive component to replace. 

Above all, work slowly as you do your cleaning, 
being careful not to damage anything, such as the small 
fragile wiires that go from the voice coil to the output 
transformer. Leave everything that you are not sure of 
to the restorer. But, just doing the "easy stuff' will put 
you way ahead! 

A DMM SERVICE HINT 
by Ted Hannah 

Digital multimeters are among the most useful and 
reliable of the test equipment used by radio restorers. It 
came as a surprise, therefore, when my Fluke Series III 
meter developed a curious quirk: It insisted on rapidly 
chirping whenever I switched it to the ohms function or 
when I measured dc voltage. It did not chirp when it 
was in a current-reading function. 

A quick 800-number phone call to the company gave 
me the answer. It seems that Fluke incorporates a 
microprocessor, called Input Alert, in its meters that 
starts the beeper when a test lead is plugged into an 
amps jack but the function switch is not set to a current-
reading position. The purpose is to prevent damaging 
the circuit under test and blowing the meter's fuse. This 
can happen because the resistance through the current 
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terminals is very low, so the meter acts like a short 

circuit. 

A Fluke applications engineer suggested a simple 

remedy: Clean the amps terminals with a Q-tip dipped 

in rubbing alcohol, allow the terminals to dry, then swab 

them with a little WD-40 on a Q-tip. What happens, he 

explained, is that dirt, moisture, or both accumulate in 

the terminals, falsely triggering the Input Alert feature. 

The cleaning and oiling action insulates the terminals 

from the moisture-related activation of the beeper and 

solves the problem. My owner's manual suggests doing 

this occasionally on all the terminals as a form of 

preventive maintenance. 

Ads free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member 
per month, limited to 100 words. All ads subject to editing. Ads 

will not be repeated unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors. 

Usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 10th of the preceding month. 

FOR SALE 

For Sale: Circa 1930 Philco floor 
model, believed to be Model 77. 
Eissner Model 8C FM tuner circa 
1950; converts FM signal to AM 

signal so it can be received on an old 
AM radio. Best offer. Call for 

details. Joel Lynn (DC), (202) 337-
2407, e-mail: 

jlynn43375eaol.com. 

For Sale/Trade: de Forest marked 
crystal detector. Guild roll-top desk 

hi-fi, cabinet in nice shape, works but 
could use capacitor work. B/O or 
trade? NOS mil-surplus round 

meters, 100/AA g $4. Wanted: 
Information on Japanese Cynmotron 
vacuum tubes. Information, manuals, 
lid for Sony CRF-320. Meter and 

detector for Kolster type D decremeter 

Complete chassis and speaker for GE 
K-64. Speaker for Philco 70 
grandfather clock radio. Chassis for 

"Little Giant" mini-cathedral. Top 
front inlay for Zenith 180 transistor. 

Michael Crain, 3 Hillside Avenue, 
Harveys Lake, PA 18618, (570) 639-
2794, e-mail: mcrain1952(daol.com. 

Auction: The huge antique radio 
collection of MAARC member Rod 
Mills of Earlysville, VA, will be 
auctioned in Charlottesville, VA, on 
Sept. 18. Rod has been collecting for 
about 12 years. The auction will 
include about 300 radios and 200 

items of test equipment and other 
items. Lots of tombstones, cathedrals, 
plastic sets, books, oscilloscopes, 

tubes, oscillators, meters, mikes, 

speakers, etc. Auction is at Dills 

Auction House, 1731 Allied Street, 
Charlottesville, VA, beginning at 10 
a.m. on Sept. 18. Inspection the 
previous day. Auction house phone: 
(804) 295-0199. For full auction 
listing and driving directions, check 
the auction house web site at: 
http://www.dillsauction.com. 

For Sale: Atwater Kent 55 C 
highboy, $ 150. Atwater Kent Model 
40, $85. Mopar auto radio for 1966 

Chrysler, Model 36S, $45. Philco 42-
380, $ 125. Philco 42-390, $ 135. 

Philco Model 80 Junior, $ 140. RCA 
Voltohmyst Model WV-500A with 

instructions, $45. Simpson ME 
48C/U-A-470 multimeter, $45. 

Precision E400 sweep signal gen-
erator and instructions, $45. Hickok 
6000 tube tester (meter repaired), 
$100. Miscellaneous tubes. Paul 

Williams, 2364 Beaver Valley Pike, 
New Providence, PA 17560-9622, 
(717) 786-3803. 

For Sale: Freshman Masterpiece 
B37020, 5-knob, no speaker, make 
offer. Jackson 640 pushbutton test 
oscillator, good condx., $22. UX199 
Radiotron N.O.S. boxed. 12" GE tube 
advertising thermometer, make offers. 
Miller coils 6146 and 9006, NOS., 

$1 each. Zenith 1934? farm radio, no 
speaker, with tubes, dirty, dual band, 
9" dial glass, wood knobs, for parts or 
project. Medical diathermy machine, 

VG condx., 6146 tube, ivory metal 
cabinet, good basis for ham XMTR, 
$24. Philco 37-650 chassis, no 
speaker, with tubes, $20. Philco 296 
console radio/phono with 78 records, 
spinning disc sync motor, "magnetic" 
pickup, nice, BUT has shorted power 
transformer (2.5-V tubes), any offer. 
FM antenna, new ten-element 88-108 

MHz Yagi, $ 14. Wanted: UHF Yagi 

TV antenna (ch 23). Have 50 N.O.S. 

1930-38 tubes, ask Inc about details. 
Ron Brokloff, 132 West Lytle Avenue, 
State College, PA 16801, or e-mail: 

RonB rokloff@webtv. net. 

For Sale: Many of your favorite old 
time radio shows are available on tape 

cassettes. You select the shows you 
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want and purchase them by the hour. 
Fast, friendly service. Send for our 
catalog listing over 5,700 shows 
arranged by category and title. Only 
$2 (P&H). Erstwhile Radio, PO Box 
2284, Peabody, MA 01960. 

For Sale: Radio parts, tubes, books, 
etc. Galena crystal radios and parts. 
L. Gardner, 458 Two Mile Creek 
Road, Tonawanda, NY 14150. 

For Sale: Heaffikit Model A-7 
amplifier, $30. Garrard record spin-
dles, type LRS 9, LRS 25, and LRS 
100, $ 15 each. Stromberg 1407 
chassis, escutcheon, and knobs, $20. 
Philco 50T-1400 TV (pick up only). 
Tube testers: Radio City Model 803, 
with modernization unit, $40. 
Superior Model 85, $25. Supreme 
Model 599-8, chassis only, $20. AEI 
Model A-100 signal generator, $20. 
Binder of papers, University of 
Minnesota Naval Training School-
electrical, $20. Roll charts and tube 
data books for Heatlikit Model IT- 17 
or IT-21 tube tester. Sencor Model 
RC 121 Substitutor instruction book, 
$6. Superior Model 82A tube tester 
settings, $8. Wanted: Chassis for 

Emerson 25. Brian Kurrle, 2222 
Nodleigh Terrace, Jarrettsville, MD 
21084, (410) 692-0450 (home) or, 
(410) 592-6202 (work). 

WANTED 

Wanted: Any information on FM 
radio converters that convert the old 
FM band (43 to 50 MHz) to the 
modern FM band (88-108 MHz). 
Especially interested in Hallicrafters 
Models CN-1, CN-3, and CN-5. 
Would like to purchase one as well. 
Andrew R. Mitz, WA3LTJ, 4207 
Ambler Drive, Kensington, MD 
20895, (301) 897-5531, e-mail: 
arm@serge.gnode.org. If you are on 
the Internet, see my FM-only website: 
http://www.somersetnet/ann/fm_onl 
y. html. 

Wanted: To buy or trade. Zenith 
Trans-Oceanic brown military model, 
Model R520fURR. John Filippelli, 
(410) 760-2265 (Baltimore area), e-
mail: tea380@aol.com. 

Wanted: We are still searching for a 
radio chassis and speaker for a 
Stewart-Warner console Model R1264 
A, or chassis R 126. Please help us 
locate this model! Mr. and Mrs. L. 
M. Page, 4138 North Highway 41, 
Mullins, SC 29574-9359, (843) 464-
6887, e-mail: Pagehaven@aol.com. 

Wanted: 45 RPM record player in 
working condition, RCA preferred. 
Either stand-alone with amplifier or 
one that can plug into a radio set for 
amplification. Chuck Haslet, 17796 
Brookwood Way, Purcellville, VA 
20132, (540) 338-9080, e-mail: 
haslet@juno.com. 

AUTOCALL--The Official Journal of 
the Foundation for Amateur Radio, is 
a monthly publication covering the 
activities of nearly 50 amateur radio 
organizations in the Capital area. To 
know what is happening with respect 
to ham club activities, subscribe to 
Auto-Call. Only $8 per year for 12 
issues. Write Auto-Call, PO Box 
7612, Falls Church, VA 22040-7612. 
(Make check payable to "Foundation 
for Amateur Radio.") 

MAARC YOUR CALENDAR 

Sun., Aug. 15 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Sun., Sept. 19 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Sun., Sept. 26 FARfest (formerly the Gaithersburg Hamfest), Baysocks Stadium, Rt. 301, Bowie, MD. 

Sun., Oct. 3 MAARC annual picnic, Arcadia Fairgrounds, Upperco, MD Begins at 10 a.m.. (See 

elsewhere in this issue.) 

Sun., Nov. 21 

Sun., Dec. 19 

Radio Age 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 
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PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN BREMER-TULLY 
HISTORICAL MATERIALS TURN UP 

by Brian Belanger 

The Radio History Society's library continues to 
grow. MAARC member Dick Davis had the good 
fortune to acquire a box of archival materials from 
Marjorie F. Tully, the daughter of John C. Tully, 
President of the Bremer-Tully Manufacturing Co., a 
prominent radio manufacturer of the 1920s. Ms. Tully 
had seen Dick's name in an issue of Antiques and 
Collecting and wrote to him to see whether he wanted 
these materials, which she had no use for. Of course he 
said he did, and after looking them over, Dick decided it 
would be best to donate them to the Radio History 
Society's collection to preserve them for posterity (as 
well as to make them available to present-day radio 
historians). We are now sorting through them and they 
are a treasure trove of information for anyone 
researching this early radio company. The materials 
include numerous newspaper clippings about the 
company, many booklets and advertising flyers, 
numerous factory photographs of radios, and a number 

of letters to the company. 

The best published information on Bremer-Tully that 
I am aware of can be found in Alan Douglas's book, 
Radio Manufacturers of the 1920s, Volume 1 (pp.90). 

This classic three-volume history is available from all of 
the major antique radio book suppliers, and is a "Must 
Have" for anyone who collects 1920s radio gear. The 
brief description of the company here is taken primarily 
from that source. 

The Bremer-Tully company was incorporated on 
Oct. 17, 1922 although Douglas points out that Bremer 
and Tullly may have manufactured parts such as a 
variable capacitor even prior to that date. (They had 
been involved in a joint venture to develop a machine for 
tinning radiator tubes before they got into radio.) John 
Tully was President and handled the business part of the 
company whereas Harry Bremer was Vice President and 
the technical lead. Both men were graduate electrical 
engineers. When the two met, neither was involved in 
radio. The company got its start like many other radio 
companies of that era, manufacturing parts rather than 
complete radios. Fig. 1 shows examples of B-T com-
ponents. They continued to sell parts even after they 
began to manufacture complete radios. Their brochures 
describe the B-T "Euphonic" audio transformer, the B-
T Mikro Mike Condenser, the B-T "torostyle" coils, and 
more. (It was fairly common in that era for companies 

Built For Results,- Not Price 

Good For A Lifetime 
Simple 
Sensible 
Efficient 

The New Type B Low Loss Tuner 

Figure 1. Bremer-Tully Type B Tuner and variable capacitor. 
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to contract with other firms for the 

making of some parts, so it is not 
clear whether all these were actually 
made by the B-T company or whether 
they might have just been sold with 

the B-T name on them.) 

By the summer of 1924, the 
company was selling radio kits. They 
called their kit the "Nameless," and 
had a contest for the best name. 
Apparently by the time the contest 

was over, the Nameless kit had 
achieved name recognition on its 
own, and so they kept the name 
"Nameless." An advertising booklet 

for the Nameless kit states: 

Figure 2. The B-T Counterphase 6. It sold for $ 165 in 1925. See Alan 

Douglas' referenced article for references to this radio. 

"The Nameless is the circuit on which cash prizes 
were offered last spring for a name. So many 
thousands were received that it was only recently the 
contest was settled. The Chicago Tribune had in the 

Figure 3. John Tully's business card (top), presumably 
from an early era, and the annoucement of the move to 
Washington Blvd. (bottom). 

meantime christened it 'Nameless,"andas such it has 
become so widely known that it is beyond our power or 
desire to change it. 

Bremer-Tully soon adopted the brand name 

Counterphase," and began selling Counterphase 
models in 1925. Fig. 2 shows a B-T Counterphase 6 
from that era. According to Douglas, by 1928 the 
company had moved to a new factory, employed 

about 200 people, was turning out about 50 sets per 
day, and had licensed key patents from RCA and 
Hazeltine. Brunswick bought the company late in 
1928 and moved the production equipment to its own 
plant. Douglas notes that some of the 1929 
Brunswick models used Bremer-Tully chassis. 

Bremer-Tully published a pocket-sized (31/2 x 61/2 ") 
booklet called "Better Tuning." during most of its 
existence. In our collection we have nine editions, 
ranging from the first edition, published in 1923, to 
the fourteenth edition published in March 1928. The 
Fourteenth Edition answers the question, "Why is this 
booklet called 'Better Tuning?" B-T's answer: 

"Because, when it was originated, tuning a set 
was a major problem. At that time it took expert 

knowledge, which most owners did not posses, to get 
the best results from their set. This booklet was 

gotten out to help them. 

"A name was also necessary. B-T stands for 
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Figure 4. The William E. Chase Company's Bremer-Tully booth at the Spokane, WA, show, Sept. 1928. 

Bremer-Tully—it also stands for 'Better Tuning,' and 
that is the kind of product we were supposed to be 
building—so we called the little booklet 'Better Tuning' 
and since that time hundreds of thousands of readers 
have profited by the information it has furnished." 

The early editions of Better Tuning were created 
when the company was making only parts, so they 
feature circuit diagrams (or "hookups" as they called 
them then) for getting best results with B-T components. 
They also feature testimonials from satisfied customers. 
Consider this typical example from the first edition: 

"A few days ago I purchased one of your B-T 
Tuners in Philadelphia and hooked it up according to 

the Reinartz diagram, using a WD 11 tube and 22 volts 
on the plate, and in two evenings I listened to 36 
broadcasting stations from my home in Altoona, the 
most distant being at Forth Worth, Texas and Omaha, 
Nebraska, the others being through New England, 
Middle Atlantic and Lake states. 

I consider this one of the most efficient hookups I 
have ever tried or seen and believe by adding one 
stage ofaudio I will be able to reach coast to coast. I 
further wish to state that this is the most selective outfit 
I have been able to secure and l can receive through 
static that my friends and neighbors are unable to do 
anything with on their bigger priced outfits." 
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THE Bremer-Tully record for un-
equalled performance continuously 

stands unchallenged. 
Bremer-Tully dependability has been 
proved by the only test that has any 
real meaning—the Test of Time. 

B-T 8-21 Here is the best line of radio sets 
on the market today. 
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and 
Y./me 
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New testimonials appeared in each 

subsequent edition of Better Tuning, and by 
the Fourteenth Edition, customers were 
praising the ac sets built by B-T. A customer 
in Larchmont, NY, said, "We believe your 
Counterphase 8-13 A.C. receiver to be 
superior to any other on the market today." 

Most of the booklets list the company 
address as 532-4-6 South Canal Street, 
Chicago. However, one of the items in our 
collection is a postcard saying the company 
has a new address at 656 Washington, Blvd. 
(Fig. 3). There is no date on the card, but this 
may have been the move Douglas mentions. 
Fig. 3 (top), one of Mr. Tully's business 
cards, lists the company address as South 
Canal Street However, this card describes 
the company's line of business as "Radio and 
Automotive Equipment." Presumably this 
was early in the company's history. 

Like other radio manufacturers of the 
period, B-T and its distributors had elaborate 
booths at radio trade shows. Fig. 4 is a booth 
at a show in Spokane, WA, in September 
1928. Fig. 5, which pictures John Tully, had 

a writeup pasted to the back of the photo 
saying, 

Figure 5. 1928 Radio Manufacturers Assoc. Trade Show, 
Chicago, IL. Left to right: Paul Klugh, D. H. Cohen, John Tully, 

L.C. Welling. Tully was a member of the reception 

committee. 

"An entire special section of the Century 
[presumably the 20th Century Limited, a crack New 
York to Chicago passenger train] was required to bring 
New York City's delegation of radio men to Chicago to 
attend the Fourth Annual Convention and Trade Show 

of the Radio Manufacturer's Association at the Stevens 
Hotel in Chicago. A fleet of one hundred fifty taxicabs 
brought the New Yorkers to convention headquarters in 
the Stevens Hotel, from Englewood, eight miles from 
the loop. It was escorted by the reception committee 
and a big squad of motorcycle men from the police 
department." 

Major radio trade shows in the 1920s, often held in 
Chicago or New York, were the forerunner of today's 
huge Consumer Electronics Show, usually held in Las 
Vegas. The latest state of the art radio designs often 
were introduced at these shows. Ad campaigns tended 

to peak in the months before Christmas. That was when 

new models were introduced, and AM radio reception 
was better in the winter months. Accordingly, radio 
sales were usually highest in the October-December 
period. A note (probably intended for B-T dealers) 
accompanying some sample B-T ads from the late 
1920s says, "Sixty-five to seventy percent of the 
Country's leading newspapers will carry Bremer-Tully 
advertising during the Fall and Winter radio selling 
seasons. Thus the B-T story will be flashed to 
approximately 15,000,000 people consistently week 
after week." Fig. 6, on the facing page, is a typical B-T 

ad of that period. 

Like many companies in those early days of radio, 
Bremer-Tully didn't last long. But, they made some 

interesting radios that are certainly collectable today. 
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EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY ACCOMPANIES GRAND 
OPENING OF RHS MUSEUM 

by Brian Belanger 

The Radio History Society's new Radio - Television 
Museum in Bowie, MD, opened to the public on June 
12. An enthusiastic crowd was on hand for the grand 
opening ceremony, including Bowie Mayor G. Frederick 
Robinson (Fig. 1), members of the Bowie City Council, 

and members of the press. Mayor Robinson, in his 
opening remarks welcoming the new museum to Bowie 
quipped, "We've gone from 'dot-dash' to `dot.com' in 
just one generation." 

The Washington Post ran a lengthy article about the 
museum on page 1 of its Style section on June 15, with 
color photos from the museum. Post writer Frank 
Ahrens noted that "Radio buffs will find the place 
fascinating." (The general public finds it fascinating, 
too. Since the museum opened, we have been getting 
20-40 people touring it each day it has been open, and 
their general reactions have been very positive.) 

Articles also appeared in the other newspapers—the 
Bowie Blade, the Prince George's Weekly, and the 
Prince George's County Gazette. 
Maryland Public Television 
(Channel 22) did a feature on the 
museum. WTOP traffic reporter 
Lisa Baden was there for the 
opening as was veteran radio 
personality and war correspondent 
Robert St. John and his wife 
Ruth. 

The current exhibit traces the 
development of radio and 
television technology from the 
turn of the century to the end of 
the vacuum tube era. Beginning 
with the spark era (yes, we have a 
Marconi spark transmitter on 
display), the visitor sees how 
radio (wireless) became important 
for ship to shore communication 
in the Titanic era. The first 
upstairs room describes enter-

tainment radio in the early 1920s. We have a 
particularly good collection of early RCA receiving 
equipment on display there. The second upstairs room 
shows the technology of the late 1920s as single dial 
tuning and ac operation began to appear. The third 
room features cathedrals, tombstones, and consoles of 
the 1930s, and also has an extensive display of early 

tubes. 

Coming back down to the first floor, the visitor is 
exposed to milestones in the development of television, 
beginning with a 1940 RCA TRK-9 radio/TV, then an 
RCA Model CT- 100 (the first RCA color set), and 
typical postwar small screen sets. This room also 
displays novelty radios (Charlie McCarthy, Dionne 
Quintuplets, Hopalong Cassidy), Catalins, and mirror 
glass radios (Fig. 2). Two modern radios on display are 
powered by unusual sources (heat from a lantern in one 
case, and a wind-up crank for the other). Some of RHS' 
extensive library is on display in this room also. The 
last room features radios of the 1940s as wood cabinets 

Figure 1. Mayor Robinson welcomed the RHS' new Radio - Television 
Museum to the city of Bowie at the grand opening ceremony.. 
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Figure 2. Novelty radios (Charlie McCarthy, 
Dionne Quintuplets, and Hopalong Cassidy) 
and Catalins fill this cabinet at the museum. 

gave way to plastic sets and as smaller portables became 
commonplace. 

MAARC can take credit for making this museum 
happen. Several years ago, the MAARC Board of 
Directors established a museum committee to find out 
what it would take to establish a radio/TV museum in 
this area. It became clear that in order to qualify for 
IRS 501(c)(3) status, (which allows people to claim a 

tax deduction for donations of money or equipment), a 
separate entity had to be created solely for the purpose 
of establishing and running the museum. That led to the 
creation of the Radio History Society. Several years 
ago, MAARC set aside $5000 in a special projects fund 
in the hope that eventually it would be possible to get a 
museum started, and it was MAARC's intention to 

contribute these funds to RI-IS if and when it appeared 
that a museum would actually come to pass. This 
contribution was made to RHS earlier this year. Most 
of the volunteers who worked to make the museum a 
reality are MAARC members as are those who are 
currently staffing the museum. Nearly all the items on 
display are on loan from MAARC members. So, we 
MAARC members can be proud of what has been 

accomplished. 

The museum will have changing exhibits, and we 
encourage you to come regularly. Hours are 1-4 p.m. 
every Saturday and Sunday (except major holidays such 
as Christmas or New Years, or when there is a serious 
snow or ice storm). The museum is located in a historic 
farmhouse at the corner of Mitchellville and Mt. Oak 
Roads. From the Washington Beltway, take U.S. 50 
towards Annapolis. Exit at Rt. 197 (south). Proceed 
about a mile to the light at Mitchellville Road and turn 
right. After about 1.3 miles you will see the red 
farmhouse on the right. There is a Chinese carryout 
restaurant, a Dominos Pizza, and a McDonalds across 
the street, so you can get food nearby if you find 
yourself hungry after seeing all those old radios. 

We can use additional volunteers. If you would like 
to help, contact Dwight Heasty, our volunteer coor-

dinator, at (301) 894-0550 or e-mail: dheasty@aol.com. 
We could also use some donated tools for the museum 
(hammer, screwdrivers, wrenches, pliers, soldering gun, 
electric drill, etc.) We can also use a lot of large 3-ring 
binders for the library. (Used ones are fine if they are 
in good condition, even if they have somone's logo on 

them.) If you have any of these that you can donate, 
contact me at (301) 258-0708. And, if you have not 
been to the museum yet, do pay us a visit soon! We'll 
do better than Motel 6, we'll keep the lights burning 
AND we NN ill keep the vacuum tubes glowing for you! 

MAARC's Nominating Committee for the election coming up in September is Ken Mellgren, Willie Sessorns. 
and Ted Hannah. Contact them if you would like to nominate someone for the MAARC Board of Directors. 
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FOR THE RECORD 

Approximately 60 people turned up for the July 
MAARC meeting on a miserably hot day—close to 100 
degrees. (You can tell who the serious collectors are!) 
Brian Belanger gave a talk on signal generators, with 
hints on how to choose one, how to use one, and how to 
use a signal generator as a wireless broadcaster/phono 
oscillator. The show and tell items were fewer than 
usual, probably because it was too hot to lug heavy 
items to and from the car. There were quite a few 
donated items in the auction. The winner of the 50-50 
drawing donated the proceeds back to MAARC. The 

total proceeds to MAARC for the day from all sources 
of $360.90 represented a better-than average total. 
(That's good, because we lost money on RadioActivity 
this year due to much higher than expected charges from 
the hotel on audio-visual equipment.) The auction was 
smaller than some months, but there were some nice 
items such as a 1940s Hallicrafters, a WWII-vintage 
Philco console, and some nice box lots of tubes. 
NOTE: MAARC's Board voted to raise the maximum 
commission on auctioned items from $ 10 to $25, 
effective with the August auctions.  

Y'ALL COME TO THE MAARC PICNIC - Oct. 3! 

MAARC's annual picnic/auction this year is at the same 
location as the last several years—the Arcadia Fire Company 
Fairgrounds. Admission is free. While you can bring a picnic 
lunch from home if you like, most people prefer to buy lunch 
from the food vendor, who provides tasty hamburgers, 
barbeque sandwiches, hot dogs, baked beans, desserts, soft 
drinks, etc. at very reasonable prices. We promise not to forget 
the porta-potties this year! And, as usual, there will be a large 
flea market and a huge auction. Bring a lawn chair to relax in. 
Please do not litter the grounds—use the trash barrels! We are 
expected to leave the place clean or we get charged extra. (In 
some past years, your hard-working officers had to spend extra 
time after the event cleaning up the place because a few 
individuals were sloppy.) The map shows the location. It is 
about 7 miles north of Reisterstown and about 9 miles south of 
the PA border. Watch for the signs along Rt. 30. The 
fairgrounds are on the east side of Rt. 30, a couple of blocks 
off the highway. After turning off Rt. 30, go over the railroad 
tracks, and turn left near the fire station. See you there! 

Map to Arcadia Fairgrounds 
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