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The Admiral Story 
BY JEFF A ULIK 

Admiral—Continental Radio and Television Corporation—was a radio and television 
manufacturer about which relatively little has been written. This informative article 
appeared originally in the Spring 1991 issue of the ARCI News, published by the Antique 
Radio Club of Illinois. It is reprinted here with the permission of ARCI and the author. 

The 11-tube Admiral Model AM 786 
from 1936 is a handsome console. 

In 1934, Ross Siragusa, John Huarisa, Richard Dooley, and Ken Turner did what few others had the guts to do 
in 1934. These four men gambled $3,400 and began a 
small manufacturing firm in the comer of a borrowed 
garage. Mr. Siragusa was so sure of the success of this 
venture that he sold most of his furniture and his car to 
raise the money for his investment. [An Internet posting 
says that before Admiral, Siragusa had founded the 
Transformer Corporation of America, which failed in 
1929. —Editor] 

The "corporate headquarters" was originally a five-dollar-
per-month section in a Chicago lawyer's office. From 
these modest beginnings, Continental Radio and 
Television Corporation grew into the Admiral 
Corporation. During the early 1950s, Admiral boasted of 
having the largest radio/TV manufacturing plants in the 
world. [The previously mentioned Internet posting says 
that Admiral sold 5 million TV sets in 1951 and was 
number three in sales. —Editor] They had a gigantic neon 
sign on Times Square for all to see. Now they are a 
memory remembered mostly by antique radio/TV buffs. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ABOUT MAARC and RADIO AGE. Radio Age became 
the monthly newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio 

Club in June 1994. Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and 
Radio Age were separate publications. 

Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next available issue 
after the membership application and dues are received. Dues 
are US $20 per year in the US, Canada, and Mexico, and US $35 
elsewhere, payable in US dollars. Two-year, three-year, and life 
memberships are available; contact the Membership Chair (see 
column at left). All checks are payable to MAARC and, for new 
members, must accompany the membership application, which 
is available from the Membership Chair or the MAARC website 
(www.maarc.org). If you change your mailing address, email, or 
phone number, please notify the Membership Chair immediately 
so corrections can be made to MAARC's membership roster and 
Radio Age mailing lists. The Post Office will not forward your 
newsletters. 

Back issues of the MAARC Newsletter from Vol. I, No. 1 
(August 1984) and most issues of Radio Age from Vol. 1, No. 1 
(October 1975) are available for $ 1.75 each postpaid from the 
Membership Chair. Make checks payable to MAARC. 

Submissions to Radio Age are welcomed. Typewritten copy is 
preferred to handwritten. Articles should be submitted in PC 
format via email or on a 3.5-inch diskette in ASCII (such as 
WordPad), MS Word (Windows), RTF, or Word Perfect format, 
without fancy formatting, because the editors will have to 
modify it anyway. Photographs, if hardcopy, should be high 
quality black and white or color. Softcopy graphics files should 
be in TIFF or JPEG formats; contact the editors for further 
guidance. Send your submission to either editor and include 
your name, address, phone, and email. 

MAARC MONTHLY MEETINGS. Unless otherwise 
announced, MAARC monthly meetings are held at the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church in Burtonsville, Maryland. Consult 
"MAARC Your Calendar!" in this issue for dates and times. Park 
in the lot behind the church but do not block the fire line to the 
rear parking lot. Entrance to the meeting is through the 
gym nasium door. 

To 1-695 

Maryland Rt. 198 

M
c
K
n
e
w
 R
 

Church 7 

CT 

To 1-495 

New Hope Seventh Day Adventist Church 

15121 McKnew Road 

Burtonsville, Maryland 
(McKnew Road is 1.5 miles west of 1-95 
and 3/4 mile east of U.S. 29.) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Admiral's first real success 
came with a small table radio 
selling for $9.95. Money was 
nearly impossible to borrow, but 
Siragusa persevered and finally 
received an order for 250 
radios, prepaid, from Busch's 
jewelry stores. Things were 
hand to mouth for a while with 
rumors of connecting wire 
being "borrowed" from the 
telephone company in the wee 
hours of the morning just to 
keep radio production going 
later in the day. But by 1936, 
sales had reached $2 million, 
and $9.4 million in 1941. 

A major reason for this 
tremendous increase in sales 
was the introduction of a 
popularly priced radio-phono combination in 1939. In 
1941, a small AC/DC/battery portable set also was a 
huge success. At this time Admiral placed fourth in 
sales volume in the industry, rising from 51 in 1934. 

Just before World War II, Admiral spent over 
$500,000 in plants and equipment, anticipating large 
wartime orders. This gamble also paid off in the form 
of production of military communication and 
navigation equipment for the Allies. Admiral 
management was not sitting still, even during wartime, 
concerning consumer products. Plans were made to set 
up an appliance line, and $ 125,000 was spent in 1944 
to acquire Stewart-Warner's refrigerator and range 
business and production facilities. 

Stock sales in 1944 and 1945 netted the company 
$1.8 million, which it spent developing new products, 
opening new plants outside Chicago due to the 
shortage of labor, saturation advertising for name 
recognition, and entries into the infant TV market. The 
money was well spent, and sales nearly tripled from 
1946 to 1949, to $ 112 million. The new appliance 
division was a hindrance, as it lost $2 million during 
this same time period. But in all divisions, emphasis 
was placed on giving the customer a little more value 
for money spent, which kept Admiral ahead of most 
rivals through the 1950s. 

In 1953, Admiral had electronics manufacturing plants 
in Bloomington; Harvard; and McHenry, Illinois, 
(Dixon was added later); four plants in Chicago; and 

Admiral Model 5Z23, circa 1949. 

one in Port Credit, Ontario. The main plant was at 
3925 W. Cortland in Chicago. Refrigerator/freezer 
production took place in Galesburg, Illinois, and TV 
and stereo cabinets were built in Shelbyville, Indiana. 

Printed circuitry was pioneered by Admiral, and by 
1954 the company had developed quite sophisticated 
manufacturing and soldering techniques. They also 
invented very sophisticated part insertion machines. 
Alas, money was never spent to patent this technology, 
which could have reaped large royalties. 

New markets were tried around 1956 as a color TV 
was built for about a year and transistor radio 
production was begun. Both were basically RCA 
license sets. Private-brand sets were also made for 
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Montgomery Ward (Airline), Gamble Stores 
(Coronado) and Western Auto (Truetone). 

During the post-war years, Admiral TV circuit 
engineers were quite creative, designing sets that were 
not only simple and inexpensive, but also trouble-free 
and easy to service. However, engineering had slipped 
toward the late fifties. For example, the Admiral All-
World's circuitry was a virtual carbon copy of Zenith's 
Royal 1000 Trans-Oceanic. Even the station logbooks 
were almost identical. 

Admiral had copied Zenith's highly successful remote 
control that used hammers to strike metal rods that 
vibrated at specified frequencies. Admiral was sued 
and lost. In lieu of cash payment, Admiral gave Zenith 
their Knox Avenue stamping plant building. Part of the 
roof was removed from Admiral's Cortland Street 
building, and giant cranes were used to lower the 
heavy stamping equipment into place there. 

One of the largest Bakelite castings ever 
made, this 14-inch Model 24R12 TV is 
circa 1950. 

Model 19A15, 7-inch TV set, 1949. 

When a new amplifier circuit was needed in a hurry, 
the engineering department merely bought a Heathlcit 
amplifier and lifted the circuit. R&D funding was 
becoming more and more scarce—a harbinger of 
things to come. 

Color TV began to move in the sixties, and to 
Admiral's credit, they designed some pretty decent 
sets. As Motorola subsidized National Video's 
changeover from black and white to the first 
commercially available rectangular color tubes, 
Admiral had to compete in some way. The demand for 
color CRTs was tremendous in the mid-60s and 
Admiral's tube shipments were rationed by their main 
suppliers. 

The decision was made to convert a part of Cortland 
St. to rectangular color CRT manufacture, so the roof 
was removed again and out came the chassis stamping 
machinery put there just a couple years before. CRTs 
were coming off the line by 1966, and they were of 
excellent quality, engineering having been staffed with 
former RCA people. 

Tube quality began to fall with no explanation. 
Shrinkage grew to intolerable proportions, but due to 
the influx of Japanese made sets and the consequent 
need to reduce costs, the CRT operation was shut 
down, as it was very costly to maintain and staff. 
Besides, the CRT availability crunch had turned into 
an oversupply situation. By the way, the screen quality 
problem was never solved. During final disassembly 
when the CRT plant was being liquidated, it was 
discovered that someone had sabotaged the incoming 
water treatment plant by throwing in a handful of 
bullets. The lead and copper in the water used to put a 
color screen in a CRT had made it virtually impossible 
to make a good tube. 
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It was also determined that it was cheaper to import 
pre-built TV circuit boards from Taiwan, so AOC 
(Admiral Overseas Company) was born. By 1974, 
Ross Siragusa was the only original founder left, and 
Admiral was bleeding. He had sample "Rockwell" 
TVs made up and convinced Rockwell International 
that they needed a TV line in their conglomerate. The 
deal was consummated, and Rockwell later allegedly 
found out that many inventory counts had been 
exaggerated to boost the asking price, according to 
former employees. 

Rockwell could not turn Admiral around. The Harvard 
plant was the last left outside Chicago. It closed its 
doors in 1978. The closing devastated the small town 
of 4,000, as Admiral had employed as many as 2,000 
people, sending buses to pick up workers as far away 
as Rockford, 30 miles to the west. 

Cortland St. lasted until late 1979 when, it too, was 
ordered to close. Everything was liquidated: no 

Admiral did well with large 
combination units. The radio-
TV-phono combo in this 1948 
magazine ad would take a lot of 
room in a collection today. 

archives were saved except what the last few 
employees were able to take or purchase as 
memorabilia. 

A portion of Admiral still lives on today, as their 
originally unprofitable refrigerator/freezer division in 
Galesburg was sold to Magic Chef in the early 
eighties. Magic Chef is now owned by Maytag of 
Newton, Iowa. 

One former Cortland Street employee interviewed 
called his 23 years at Admiral "... an exhilarating 
experience. We never thought they could ever go out 
of business. Admiral always wanted to give their 
customers good value for their money." 

A postscript: The Admiral sign is long gone from 
Times Square in New York City. Now located there is 
an equally large sign advertising a company possibly 
having today's largest radio/TV plants. What is this 
company? Sony...of Japan.a 
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How to Make Money on EBay 
BY DICK PARKS 

About four years ago, I attended the MAARC 
picnic somewhere in the wilds of Maryland, and 

at the end of the auction that hot and dusty day, there 
remained a few items that had not been sold. These 
were put up "one more time" in hopes they would not 
just be thrown away. Among these white elephants and 
boat anchors was a big old floor-standing drugstore-
type tube tester, and I bid a buck and got to take it 
home in my minivan. Before my wife could see it, I 
got it working and put it among all the other radio 
junk in the darkness where she never treads. 

Time passed and we bought a piano for our rec room. 
Thus my wife discovered the big tube tester and she 
wanted to know if I wanted to keep it. Left unsaid was 
"—or me?" but I got the message and put the tester on 
eBay, starting at one dollar. I listed it with this 
description: 

Got to make room for a piano! Here's a 
Mercury Electronics Tube-O-Matic tube tester 
made in Mineola, New York, back in the 1950s. 
I paid a buck for it at a radio club swap meet a 
few years ago, brought it home, and fixed it; 

The tube tester sold on eBay was similar to 
the model pictured here. 

now it works fine—only checks emission, 
though. Has 63 sockets for tubes up through 
Compactrons and data flip charts dated as late 
as 1969. The top lights up, and there are a 
goodly number of little flyers that tell how to 
use this thing! It weighs 50 pounds and will 
ship UPS in a dish barrel, with the top part 
removed and sent separately. NO RESERVE— 
starts at a buck! The Model A Ford of tube 
testers—not much to go wrong. 

I was astounded to see it bid up to $30.01 after ten 
days. I was more astonished when the buyer turned out 
to be located out in California. I emailed him: 

Hey, Tim—Truly you are a wild and crazy guy! 
Here's what it's gonna cost, per UPS ground: 

Tester 
Dish barrel 
Small box 
UPS shipping 
UPS shipping 
Total 

$30.01 
9.95 
2.45 

(barrel) 48.85 
(small box) 19.64 

$110.90 

Maybe you have a friend driving west? 

EBay is populated with eccentric millionaires who 
will collect anything, I thought. It reminded me of an 
old friend, a Civil War buff, who would attend events 
of like-minded fans. When asked what he collected, he 
would reply "I collect used Confederate condoms." He 
reported that about half the time, folks would believe 
him. 

So I packed up the big tester and waited for Tim's 
check. Actual shipping costs amounted to $74.90, and 
I was glad to get rid of the thing at a $35 profit. So 
what did Tim Fehr do with his prize? Here's what he 
reported: 

Hi Dick. Received the shipment today at my bar 
(The V&E Club). I just had a LIVE auction on 
the two unopened boxes at the Bar. High bid 
was $ 145, sight unseen what was inside. We put 
them into the winner's pickup truck and he took 
off—he is going to open them tomorrow! I can't 
wait to hear what he says about HIS tester! It's 
all in fun. Thanks, Tim 

What I want to know is, how did Tim know he would 
make another $35 on that tube testerla 
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The RCA ACR-111 
BY BRIAN BELANGER 

W hen I think of 
pre- World 

War II communica-
tions receivers, the 
first names that pop 
into my mind are Na-
tional, Hallicrafters, 
and Hammarlund. A 
bit more reflection 
and I can dredge up a 
few more, like 
McMurdo- Silver, 
Patterson, RME, 
Sargent, Howard, 
Breting, and even 
E.H. Scott. But, one 
manufacturer that is 
easy to overlook is 
RCA. RCA made some rather nice communications 
receivers in the 1930s, but was never able to capture 
an appreciable market share, probably because their 
prices tended to be on the high side. The AR-88 
(1940s) was probably the best selling RCA 
communications receiver, but even that model was 
nowhere near as popular as comparable Nationals and 
Hallicrafters. 

Figure 1. The 16-tube RCA ACR-111. 

The earliest RCA communications receiver appears to 
be the ACR-136, which appeared about 1934. (The 
Radio-Television Museum has one, but it needs some 
restoration.) By World War II, RCA came to the 
conclusion that there were better ways to make money 
than designing communications receivers for hams 
and shortwave listeners. After 
on television. But during 
the late 1930s, they did 
make some very res-
pectable receivers. The 
16-tube ACR-111 (Fig-
ure 1) from the 1937-38 
period is attractive as 
well as rugged. (For an 
in-depth product review 
of this receiver, check 
All-Wave Radio for July 
1937.) Its list price was 
$189—a lot of money in 
those days. That same 
year you could have 

the war, RCA focused 

Figure 2. Inside view of the ACR-111. 

bought a 13-tube 
Hallicrafters 
SX-1 7 Super 
Skyrider, also with 
a crystal filter, for 
$137.50. You see a 
LOT more SX-17s 
still around than 
ACR-Ills. 

In pristine 
condition, these re-
ceivers are quite 
impressive look-
ing, with the bright 
red enameled RCA 
logo and the taste-
ful two-toned gay 

wrinkle finish. A matching speaker was available. 

Frequency coverage was 540 kHz to 32 MHz in five 
bands, with uncalibrated electrical bandspread. (By 
comparison, the Hallicrafters SX-17 mentioned above 
went from the broadcast band up to 62 MHZ!) The IF 
frequency in the ACR-111 was 460 kHz. The crystal 
filer could be switched in and out. The set had 5 watts 
of undistorted audio power from push-pull 6F6s. The 
RF section (two stages of RF) was mounted on a 
separate chassis on rubber floats (Figure 2). Selectivity 
was said to be very sharp with the crystal filter 
switched in. A noise suppression circuit was also 
included. The All- Wave Radio article said the controls 
all worked smoothly, with no backlash. Sensitivity (for 
1 watt output) on some of the bands was 3.5 

microvolts, but was not as 
good on the broadcast 
band and at the highest 
frequencies. 

Anyone who likes mas-
sive boat anchor receivers 
of the 1930s should enjoy 
the AR- 111! If any of you 
have restored one, let us 
know how it performs 
compared to other high-
end communications 
receivers of the era.M 
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Uddh),4ctivity 21)02 

Last Chance to Pre-register and Save $$ 

Don't Miss Out!! 
On or prior to May 2, 2002, mail this form, with your check payable to MAARC, to: 

Lynne Bushong, PO Box 274, Fulton, MD 20759 
phone 301-206-5353, email LBushong13@aol.com 

After May 2, please complete this form and bring it to the registration desk at the conference. 
(Spouses/children do not need to register separately.) 

Item Fee Amount Enclosed 

Registration mailed on or before May 2 $5 

Registration at desk $10 

Banquet tickets: number wanted [ ] $20 each 

Flea MAARC-et spaces (no assigned spaces) 
Number ot spaces wanted [ 1 

$10 each 

Total enclosed. Make check payable to MAARC. 

Name   

Address 

City   

Email Address 

State 

Hotel where you will stay for RadioActivity 2002 (if applicable) 

RailloActivitv 20ID2 
Sheraton College Park 

4095 Powder Mill Rd. 

Beltsville, MD 20705 

Sheraton id 
College Park 

1-495 
Capital Beltway 

ftt.e2 • 

def tit‘\\ 
Peel 

rtbnco 

S 

[map not to scale] 

Zip  Phone (  

LacilicUtivitv 2002 

MAARC's Annual Radio MegaMeet! 

Don't Miss It—May 16-18, 2002 

Meet Theme: Atwater Kent 

Three-day Flea Market 

Seminars 

Three Big Auctions! 

Old Equipment Contest 

Public Invited! Nationally advertised in AR. C! 

Banquet With AK Talk and Exhibits 

Radio Repair Clinic 

Cabinet set Speaker Restoration Programs 
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MAARC Treasurer's Report Calendar Year 2002 
BY ROD MATZKO, MAARC TREASURER 

Even though our income was lower and our ex-
penses were higher in 2001 than in 2000, our 

total income still exceeded our total expenses for the 
past year, and so the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 
finished the year in the black, with a net income of 
$2,558. 

In spite of depreciating equipment assets and the sale 
and donation of club radios, the total club assets in-
creased by more than $3,000 over the last year, mostly 
through increased value of our cash assets. The details 
of income and expenses, as well as cash and equip-
ment assets, are given in the accompanying table (on 
pages 10 and 11) and are summarized below. 

Income for 2001 was $23,778, down almost $865 
from last year. Much of this decrease was due to fewer 
membership renewals, a result of last year's early re-
newal campaign that now gives members an extra 
month of membership for renewing early. A significant 
increase in income is seen in the "Meeting Entrance 
Fee" category (reflecting increased attendance at Ra-
dioActivity 2001), even though entry donations were 
eliminated for the monthly meetings throughout 2001. 

Expenses for the year increased by $2,138. The most 
significant was the $ 1,030 increase in hotel fees for 

RadioActivity 2001. (This number includes a $220 
deposit made in 2001 for RadioActivity 2002.) Late in 
2000, the club went to digital production of our news-
letter, Radio Age, with a new printer, resulting in a 
better-looking newsletter and savings of $ 1,180 over 
the previous year's costs. The Radio Age editors and 
production staff upgraded their home computer soft-
ware at their own expense to bring about this transi-
tion to softcopy production and to produce a more pro-
fessional-looking journal. Additionally, a bulk mailing 
service has been used over the past year to mail the 
800 copies of Radio Age that go out monthly. This 
service has increased mailing costs over the previous 
year by $796. Taken together, the club still realized a 
savings of $385 in combined printing and mailing 
costs. 

The MAARC Board of Directors increased the adver-
tising budget to better advertise club events such as 
RadioActivity and the fall mini-meet. As the table 
shows, this budget increased by $867 over the previ-
ous year. Note that the registration and flea market 
fees charged for RadioActivity are considerably lower 

than almost any other club charges for a comparable 
event. 

The cash assets of the club continue to grow, thanks 
largely to increased auction proceeds from the 
monthly and especially the RadioActivity auctions. 
Due to dropping interest rates, the amount of income 
generated by the club's money market funds (Merrill 
Lynch and T. Rowe Price) was less than last year's, 
but the funds still grew by $762 over the year. Alto-
gether, the cash assets increased by $2,723 over the 
previous year. 

Other significant activity in club assets involved the 
club's radios, which were recently removed from dis-
play in West Virginia. Updated appraisals increased 
their estimated value from $ 1,500 at the beginning of 
the year (a figure that had been assigned quite a few 
years ago) to almost $3,200 after the reappraisal. The 
Board decided to liquidate several items and sold three 
radios at the fall picnic meet for an income of $630, 
and donated two radios and a television set to the RHS 
Radio-Television Museum. The club's Atwater Kent 
breadboard and a Silvertone cathedral radio are cur-
rently on loan to the museum for display. The club 
also owns a General Electric L-572 Catalin radio that 
will be sold at auction during RadioActivity 2002. 

Because of the club's continuing financial health, 
MAARC has not increased membership dues in al-
most eight years and does not anticipate an increase in 
the immediate future. At $20, your MAARC member-
ship dues are a bargain!• 

Radio Age Bonus Offer! 

One Month FREE for Early Renewal! 

Renew your MAARC membership 
before the month shown on your mailing 

label (your expiration month) and 
receive an extra month of Radio Age! 
13 issues for the price of 12, 26 issues 

for the price of 25, etc. 
Check your mailing label and renew 

early—don't miss out! (Renewal notices 
are mailed 30 days before your 

renewal month.)• 
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MAARC Expense and Income Review and Balance Sheet, 2001 

Income/Expense Totals for the Year 

Category Year 2000 Year 2001 Gain/Loss 
2001 vs. 2000 

Income 

Membership dues income $15,133.00 $13,565.00 $ - 1,568.00 

Cash donations 3.00 155.66 152.66 

Meeting auctions net income 

Commissions 2,538.73 2,078.60 -460.13 

Donations 800.18 1,562.64 762.46 

Meeting entrance fee 3,223.00 4,255.00 1,032.00 

50/50 drawing and raffles net 137.50 147.50 10.00 

Tube sales, net income 773.10 756.00 -17.10 

Library income 135.50 113.50 -22.00 

Back issue income 134.25 123.25 -11.00 

Capacitor sales, net income 82.98 71.74 -11.24 

Miscellaneous income 434.00 45.15 -388.85 

Dividend income 

Merrill Lynch 665.08 455.64 -209.44 

T. Rowe Price 538.40 371.05 -167.35 

Interest income, bank savings/checking 43.93 77.34 33.41 

Total Income $24,642.65 $23,778.07 $ -864.58 

Expenses 

Membership expenses 631.53 402.82 -228.71 

Newsletter expenses (except printing/mailing) 33.58 39.58 6.00 

Newsletter printing 10,723.73 9,543.27 -1,180.46 

Newsletter mailing 2,817.12 3,612.69 795.57 

General club administration/overhead 1,077.26 1,041.34 -35.92 

Auction expenses 0.00 403.98 403.98 

Hall rental 2,869.89 3,900.51 1,030.62 

Library expenses 0.00 11.00 11.00 

Back issue expenses 10.00 32.19 22.19 

Trailer expenses 0.00 25.11 25.11 

WVVW/net expenses 203.52 273.52 70.00 

Advertising expenses (RadioActivity, etc.) 514.66 1,381.90 867.24 

Miscellaneous expenses 200.86 437.31 236.45 

Equipment purchases 0.00 50.00 50.00 

Money market account annual fee 0.00 65.00 65.00 

Total Expenses $19,082.15 $21,220.22 $2,138.07 

Excess of Income over Expenses $5,560.50 $2,557.85 $ -3,002.65 
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MAARC Expense and Income Review and Balance Sheet, 2001 

Income/Expense Totals for the Year (continued) 

Category (continued) Year Start Year End Gain/loss 
2001 vs. 2000 

Liquid Assets 

Checking account 

1st Virginia 

Savings account 

1st Virginia 

$8,408.62 

3,417.49 

$5,796.09 S -2 012 5:3 

7,990.99 4,573.50 

Investments 

Merrill Lynch (money market) 11,726.04 

9,469.09 

12,116.58 

9,840.14 

390.54 

T. Rowe Price (money market) 371.05 

Cash on hand 

Auction operating funds 200.00 200.00 0 0 

Total Liquid Assets $33,221.24 $35,943.80 $2,722.56 

-33.00 

Equipment Assets 

Laser printer 159.00 126.00 

0.00 

688.00 

44.00 

Fujitsu printer 10.00 

754.00 

0.00 

-10.00 

-66.00 ' 

44.00 

Large copier 

Small copier 

Trailer 795.00 630.00 -165.00 

Fax 130.00 108.00 -22.00 

Overhead projector 83.97 79.47 -4.50 

Movie projector 83.97 79.47 -4.50 

Total Equipment Assets $2,015.94 51.754.94 $ -261.00 

Other Assets 

Tube stock 2,584.00 

1,500.00 

2,500.00 

2,579.00 -5.00 

Back issues stock 1,500.00 0.00 

Library holdings 

Capacitor stock 

2,500.00 0.00 

1,608.65 1,633.36 24.71 

Club radios 1,500.00 2,050.00 

$10,262.36 

550.00 

$569.71 

$3,031.27 

Total Other Assets $9,692.65 

Total Club Assets $44,929.83 $47,961.10 

To 
be 

auctioned 

at 
RadioActivity 
2002! 

Radio Age • April 2002 Don't forget about RaclioActivitv 2C4)2!! page 11 



T/t, tfts 
MAARC Member Ben Tongue 

Honored! 

Back in the early 1960s, one could 
buy a Blonder-Tongue UHF 

converter to watch UHF channels on 
older TV sets that had only VHF 
channels. These were well-made units. 
At least one popular model employed a 

tunnel diode. Isaac "Ike" Blonder and MAARC 
member Ben Tongue were recently honored by being 
inducted into the New Jersey Inventor's Hall of Fame 
at the New Jersey Institute of Technology, joining 
other inventors such as Thomas Edison, Albert 
Einstein, and Alfred Vail. (Actually, most people don't 
consider Einstein an "inventor" even though you 
might say he "invented" relativity.) Blonder and 
Tongue have both been honored by the Cable TV 
History Center in Pennsylvania as well. 

Blonder and Tongue founded the Blonder-Tongue 
Laboratories in Old Bridge, New Jersey, sometime 
around 1950, and designed and manufactured items 
such as antenna amplifiers in addition to UHF 
converters. Later they made FM tuners, master 
antennas for apartment buildings, and cable TV 
equipment such as signal processors and TV 
modulators. 

In the 1970s, Blonder and Tongue owned WBTV-68 in 
West Orange, New Jersey, and went into the pay-TV 
business, providing viewers with a set-top box to 
unscramble the picture. Blonder and Tongue are both 
active in the New Jersey Antique Radio Club. 
Recently Ben has been devoting effort to technical 
analyses of crystal sets and is said to have made some 

MAARC Member Ben Tongue 

significant improvements. Ben is also a member of the 
Tube Collector's Association. 

Congratulations, Ben! We are proud to have you as a 
member. 

[Thanks to John Dilks for forwarding to us an article 
about this event and to Ludwell Sibley for additional 
material about Blonder-Tongue.] 

Golden Radio Buffs Anniversary 

The Golden Radio Buffs of Maryland are holding a 
30th Anniversary Party and Memorial Plaque 
Dedication on Saturday, May 4, 2002, 5 to 9 p.m., at 
the Parkville American Legion Hall, 2301 Putty Hill 
Avenue at Old Hartford Road. This fun event will 
feature a re-creation of an episode of the radio show 
"The Bickersons." There will be memorabilia 
displays, music of the era, a grand prize drawing, and 
lots of distinguished guests. Don't miss this special 
evening! Tickets for the dinner are $ 18.50 for GRBM 
members and $20 for non-members. For reservations 
or more information, call 410-477-3051. 

Tube Lore Supplement Available 

Supplement 3 to Ludwell Sibley's marvelous book 
Tube Lore is now available. At 24 pages, it replaces 
the old eight-page supplement. It adds fresh 
information on Rogers tubes and gives new details on 
early Western Electric tubes and sockets. It reveals the 
date code for RCA receiving tubes of the 1950s-70s, 
adds some odd and little-known receiving tubes, 
unveils some previously unknown special-purpose 
tubes, and introduces the present-day (!) "DOD" series 
of military tubes. The 200 "most-often-needed" basing 
diagrams, covering 1300+ tubes in everything from 
Trans-Oceanics to R-390A/URRs to Dyna Stereo 70s 
are included. So are pinouts for post- 1948 Western 
Electric tubes that have never been published before. 
And there's an expanded index. 

Ludwell has sent a box of these new supplements to 
MAARC to pass out at no charge to anyone who has 
purchased one of his books. For those of you who 
have purchased the book but cannot attend MAARC 
meetings, you may send six 34-cent stamps to Ludwell 
Sibley, 102 McDonough Road, Gold Hill, OR 97525-
9626. Please print your name and address clearly! 
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Henry Kloss Dies 

The December 2001 Radio Age included a page 1 
article by Ted Hannah about the Kloss Model One 
radio from Tivoli Audio. Henry Kloss (pronounced 
"Close"), who developed that radio and made 
numerous other contributions to radio and audio 
technology, died on January 31 in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, at age 72. (Thanks to Ted Depto for 
sending along a copy of the obituary from the Altoona, 
Pennsylvania, newspaper. Kloss lived in Altoona at 
one time.) 

Kloss designed speakers and audio components with a 
clean sound that his fans called "The Boston 
Sound." (Kloss was an MIT graduate and lived in 
Massachusetts most of his career.) While working at 
Acoustic Research, he and a colleague developed the 
AR-1 speaker, which was small enough to fit on a 
bookshelf but still had good sounding bass response. 
AR speakers were very popular in the 1960s. During 
that same era, Kloss and two other audiophiles, 
Malcolm Lowe and J. Anton Hoffman, formed a new 
company, KLH (for the initials of the three founders). 
KLH stereo components performed well, and the 
company was quick to embrace transistorized 
components. Kloss left KLH to found Advent, which 
is said to be the company that made the first cassette 
tape deck to use the Dolby noise reduction system. 
Later he founded Kloss Video Corp., but lost control. 
Kloss's son said that his dad's "real big thing was not 
to make money, ever. It was to pay the bills, and get 
great stereos for the masses." 

$11,000 for an All-American Five? 

Jack Lowe reports that on February 1 and 2, at 
Cottone Auctions of Mount Morris, New York, radio 
collectors and dealers fought for a Sparton art deco 
Model 500-cloisonné radio. The entire front of this 
rare radio is red cloisonné with chrome trim. (See 
Bunis, 3rd Edition, page 221). The auctioneer predicted 
that the radio would sell for $2,000 to $3,000. There 
were ten open telephone lines with people bidding 
remotely on the Sparton, plus many bids from the 
floor. The final hammer price was an astonishing 
$11,330, plus a 12 percent buyer's premium. 

MAARC Spirit Award 

MAARC is establishing a new award—The MAARC 
Spirit Award—to the club member who best 
exemplifies the concept of service to MAARC, the 
hobby, and concern for felli y members. This award 

will be presented at the RadioActivity banquet each 
year. (The award may not be given in a particular year 
if no nominees that year are judged to be sufficiently 
deserving.) For more information or to nominate 
someone for this award, contact MAARC's Vice 
President, Willie Sessoms (address on page 2). Here is 
a chance to recognize those unsung heroes! 

Novelty Radios at RadioActivity 2002 

In the February issue of the newsletter, in the insert 
section about the Old Equipment Contest, we 
inadvertently left out one of the categories: Category 
15—tube and transistor novelty radios. So, if you have 
an interesting novelty radio, polish it up for the OEC 
and bring it to RadioActivity 2002! 

Our Sympathy to Rod Matzko and Family 

We were saddened to learn of the death of Treasurer 
Rod Matzko's father in February. Our sympathy goes 
out to Rod, Becky, and their family. 

Another Source of Tubes 

For many years MAARC has sold donated tubes at our 
monthly meetings. This is a great fundraiser for the 
club and provides an important service to members. 
MAARC's prices are more reasonable than those of 
most dealers. But, if you cannot find the tube you want 
from MAARC, check out the Radio History Society's 
tube sales. RHS also sells surplus donated tubes and 
right now has an excellent selection of types, 
including some obscure ones. All proceeds go to 
support the RHS Radio-Television Museum. For 
availability and price quotes, contact Tony Young at 
301-262-1917 or email him at tonyy@juno.com. 

For The Record 

The February MAARC meeting was well attended, 
with approximately 80 people enjoying the pleasant 
weather, the busy flea market, the presentation, and 
the auction. The presentation by Ed Crowel on wood 
cabinet restoration was much appreciated by the 
audience. This topic generates a lot of interest, but it is 
difficult to find speakers who are both experts and 
willing to tell us their secrets. Fortunately, Ed was 
willing to share his knowledge with us! 

Here are the financial statistics: capacitor sales, $94; 
tube sales, $36; 50/50 drawing, $7; donation from 
food sales, $28; auction donations, $77; and auction 
commissions to MAARC, $60.50.• 
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Repairing Audios the Easy Way 
BY BOB LOZ1ER 

Experienced antique radio collectors know that you can sometimes restore an open 
winding in a audio transformer by zapping it with a high voltage, which welds the ends of 
the break together Most of the time this is done in brute-force fashion by momentarily 
touching the leads from a high-voltage source to the ends of the winding. Bob Lozier has 
given much thought to this approach, and he has come up with a more elegant 
transformer repair technique that limits the amount of energy delivered, thus reducing the 
chance of reopening the break This helpful article appeared originally in Radio Age for 
March 1977 (prior to MAARC becoming the publisher of Radio Age.) It is reprinted here 
for the benefit of MAARC members who were not Radio Age subscribers in 1977. 

There seem to be two distinct types of failures in old 
audio transformers. Corrosion forms at the solder 

connection between the end of a winding and the heavier 
wire used to bring the connection outside the trans-
former. I think that there is little that can be done to re-
pair these failures if the junction is buried in the wind-
ings. The other type failure occurs when one small spot 
of corrosion appears within a winding or a wire fractures 
due to temperature changes. In this case it is often possi-
ble to create an arc at the break in the winding. If things 
go well, a molten copper bridge will form at the break 
and the winding will be repaired. It is easy enough to 
apply a sufficient voltage to make this bridge, but it usu-
ally results in too much power being dissipated at the 
break, and after a few milliseconds the copper begins to 
burn away causing the break to open again before power 
can be removed. Therefore, it is necessary to provide an 
electronic circuit that can turn off the power instantly 
after the bridge is formed. 

Fortunately, this can be done very easily with a simple 
SCR circuit (parts list and schematic below). When cur-
rent begins to flow in the winding being repaired, it 

Parts List 

R1 

R2 

R3 

R4 

S1 

Cl 

C2 

11 

SCR 

100 ohm, 1/2 watt 

27K ohm, 1/2 watt 

4,7K to 5.6K, 1 watt 

150 ohm, 1/2 watt 

Any DPDT switch rated at 230 VAC 

10 mfd. 450 V electrolytic (Sprague TVA- 1705 or 
equivalent) 

0.01 mfd. 100 V disc capacitor 

Type NE-2 neon lamp 

GE type C106D or equivalent ( any 4 to 10 amp 
SCR rated at 400 PIV will work) 

provides a trigger current to the SCR that causes the SCR 
to conduct and dump the remaining energy in the capaci-
tor. The neon lamp tells you if the winding is drawing 
current. The DPDT switch permits you to make a test 
and then quickly check the winding with an ohmmeter to 
see what progress you have made. The 400 VDC can 
come from any source; I use an old capacitor tester. 

Also, you will need two terminal strips to mount the ca-
pacitor and resistors and SCR, pin jacks to connect the 
ohmmeter, alligator clips to hook up power, and the 
winding to be repaired, a mini-box, etc. 

I tested this method several times, starting with 12 open 
transformers that I knew had never been tampered with. 
Eight were repaired with this method. I also attempted to 
repair a group of 31 junk transformers that had been sub-
jected to extreme abuse for many years. Five were re-
paired. In four other transformers, one winding was re-
paired, but both windings could not be made to work. 

I tried to damage a winding after it had been repaired. 
With this circuit, I could not make the winding open 
again in ten tries. 

In short, you may not be able to repair every transformer 
by this method, but you can be certain that you will not 
do further damage.M 

Radio Age • April 2002 Visit MAARC's web site at www.maarc.org page 14 



Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed. 

For Sale: Many of your favorite old-
time radio shows are available on tape 
cassettes. Select the shows you want 
and purchase them by the hour. Fast, 
friendly service. Send for our catalog 
listing over 5,700 shows arranged by 
category and title. Only $2 (P&H). 
Erstwhile Radio, PO Box 2284, 
Peabody, MA 01960. 

For Sale: Boonton Model 190A 
Q-meter, 20-260 MHz, excellent, with 

manual, $ 140 plus S&H. L. Gardner, 
458 Two Mile Creek Road, 
Tonawanda, NY 14150, email 
radiolen@aol.com 

For Sale: Knobs and pushbuttons, 
1941 and 1942 Philco escutcheon 
reproductions now available. 
Contact us for specific model numbers 
on escutcheons. Old Time Rep-
lications, 5744 Tobias Ave., Van Nuys, 
CA 91411. 818-786-2500. Web site 

http://www.antiqueradioknobs.com, 
email oldtimerep@aol.com 

Help! Have nice Radiola II but need 
one original front panel screw from a 
junker or will buy your parts set to get 
screw. Buying/selling the world's 
greatest colorful plastic radios at 
RadioActivity 2002. Time Out of Mind 
Radio. Paul Farmer, PO Box 352, 
Washington, VA 22747-0352; 540-
987-8759; oldradiotime@hotmail.com 

Obituary Rodger Nye 
Long-time MAARC member Rodger Nye died on 
February 27, 2002 at age 63. Rodger had endured a 
number of serious health problems in recent years. 
He had undergone a kidney transplant operation in 
January and after several setbacks, finally seemed to 
be recovering when he had a sudden heart attack. 

Rodger was born in 1938 and was an electrical 
engineering graduate of Lehigh University. He spent 
most of his career with the Federal Communications 
Commission and was extremely knowledgeable 
about radio technology in general. 

An avid radio collector, Rodger was particularly 
fond of Philco radios. He was a strong supporter of 
the Radio History Society's Radio-Television 
Museum. A generous man, he established RHS's 
endowment fund and made two challenge grants 
that helped establish a sound financial base for the 
museum. He provided the funds for the beautiful 
Philco neon sign that was installed in the museum 
the day after his funeral. (How sad that he did not 
live to see the sign in place! He would have loved 
it.) Following his death, the RHS Board of Directors 
voted unanimously to name one of the rooms at the 
museum "The Rodger Nye Room" in his memory. 

During the last few years Rodger generously invited 

MAARC members to come over to his house and 
pick up free console radios as he sought to downsize 
his collection a bit. His only restriction was that he 
expected people who took the radios to try to restore 
them rather than just strip them for parts. 

MAARC members Fred Newberry, Gene Gardner, 
Brian Belanger, and Charles Rhodes and his wife, 
Trudy, attended his funeral in Temple, Pennsylvania. 
At the funeral Brian was asked to read the text of 
the plaque that will be installed in the Nye room at 
the museum. 

Rodger loved auctions. In the years when his health 
was good, he could be counted on to attend 
MAARC auctions and take home radios and boxes 
of tubes and parts. 

Fred Newberry had this to say about Rodger: "Visits 
with him were quite an experience; he always had a 
good story to tell (mostly about radios) and he loved 
to eat Chinese food. With all of his [health] ups and 
downs, Rodger was stronger than he appeared and 
not one to easily give up. He told me several times 
how the transplant was really going to enable him to 
do the things he wanted to do. He was really looking 
forward to that, and it appeared that he was close to 
that dream coming true... .He will be missed."z 

Radio Age • April 2002 Don't Jorge! about RadioActivitv 21)02!! page 15 



MA-741ZG 1 au r CA/te-vect,r! 

Sun., Apr. 21 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Thurs.-Sat., May 16-18 1 adiciictivitv 20C2. For details, see page 8 of this 
issue or visit www.maarc.org on the web. Theme: 
Atwater Kent. 

Sun., June 2 Manassas Hamfest, Manassas, VA. 

Sun., June 23 

Sun., July 21 

Sun., Aug. 18 

Sun., Sept. 15 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Place to be announced. 

Sun., Oct. 6 MAARC Fall Mini-meet, Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center, Davidsonville, MD. 

Sun., Nov. 17 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, 2 p.m. 

Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 
c/o Paul R. Farmer 
P.O. Box 352 

Washington, VA 22747-0352 
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