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Sarkes Tarzian and His HiFAM Experiment 
BY ANDREW MITZ 

Armstrong's wideband VHF FM looked like a success until the FCC shifted the FM band up to 88-108 MHz, 
when suddenly all the FM receivers to date were useless, and the listeners had to start anew. The new FM receiv-
ers were relatively expensive. And then, there was the nagging question asked by engineers: was it the FM fea-
ture or the VHF feature that made Armstrong's VHF FM so noise-free? Are these the questions that a fellow 
named Sarkes Tarzian was trying to address with his grand experiment, High-frequency AM, or HiFAM? [Ed.] 

Introduction Sarkes Tarzian was a bright and motivated engineer 
responsible for many important designs and 

patents. He was born in Armenia at the turn of the 
century and emigrated to the U.S. with his family in 
1907. Tarzian's top academic placement in the 
Philadelphia public school system won him a 
scholarship to University of Pennsylvania. His 
performance in the Electrical Engineering program was 
equally outstanding. After graduation in 1924, Tarzian 
went to work for Atwater Kent. He eventually made 
his way to RCA and to the Bloomington, Indiana 
manufacturing plant there, before starting his own 
consulting firm. 

He founded Sarkes Tarzian, Inc. around 1944. The 
company branched out both as a manufacturing and as 
a media entity. The manufacturing was at one time an 
important contributor to the Bloomington economy, 

manufacturing broadcast equipment, television tuners, 
and semiconductors. You may have seen the Sarkes 
Tarzian plug-in replacements for the 5U4 and other 
rectifier tubes. By the 1970s, the manufacturing 
divisions were sold off in favor of the more profitable 

media components. Sarkes Tarzian, Inc. still exists 
today with Tom Tarzian, Sarkes's son, at the helm. 

Early in the history of the company, Sarkes Tarzian 
tried an experiment in broadcasting. In 1945 he 
received permission from the FCC to establish a very 
high frequency AM broadcast radio station. The 
motivation behind this scheme, dubbed Hi-FAM, is a 
little obscure. FM radio had just been moved to the 
88-108 MHz frequency band. FM had been moved up 
in frequency to make room for more stations and avoid 
the ionospheric skip conditions that plagued medium-
frequency AM stations at night (and to please Sarnoff, 
who thought the old FM band was needed for his grand 
television scheme). Perhaps Hi-FAM was seen as a 
nice way to permit the proliferation of local AM radio 
stations without the expense of transmitting or 
decoding FM. Engineers were debating the reasons 
why then-novel FM was so free of static and noise, and 
one of the arguments claimed that the move to VHF 
(either the 40-MHz band or the 88-MHz band, both are 
VHF) alone was enough to eliminate most of the 
lightning and spark-induced static. Economy was 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
touted as a significant benefit of the Sarkes Tarzian 
experiment. Hi-FAM receiving converters for regular 
AM radios were built into ice cream cans at a cost of 
under $6 each. 

Sarkes Tarzian paper tag on bottom of radio. Note 
tuning frequency and strange IF of 3.3 MHz. 

Tarzian's station went on the air in July of 1946 as 
W9XHZ. This station broadcast everything from 
NBC recorded materials to local news and poetry. 
Remote broadcasts included Indiana University and 
Bloomington High School Football games, special 
events, and live band music from the local high 
schools. In addition to 300 or so ice cream can 
receiving converters, Sarkes Tarzian built 27 
receivers specifically for listening to W9XHZ on 
87.75 MHz. A few months ago I won an eBay 
auction for an unusual Sarkes Tarzian radio. As it 
turns out, this radio is one of the original 27 receivers 
built as part of the Hi-FAM experiment. 

At the time, I expected this to be an unusual FM 
radio. Certainly the frequency of 87.75 MHz seemed 
to suggest FM, and Sarkes Tarzian produced a large 
number of FM only radio sets in the 1950s. FM only 
radios are my collecting specialty (see my web site at 

www.somersetmeearm/fm_only.html), and I was 

convinced this radio was intended for FM. When 
the radio arrived I carefully removed the chassis and 
took a close look. To my amazement, the radio 
appeared to be an "All American Five" AM radio 
converted over to the FM broadcast band. 

There was much to suggest that the conversion was 
done on the cheap. For example, the W9XHC printed 
label covered the original tuning dial hole and it had a 
white plastic television knob glued into the center. 

A vacant spot revealed where a large tuning capacitor 
had been removed. A dial lamp was mounted just 
behind the label to make the knob glow when the 
power went on. All the (octal) tubes had their plastic 
alignment pins broken off. The broken alignment 
pins make sense if you posit that Sarkes Tarzian 
located a source of cheap octal tubes, ones with 
broken alignment pins. Each tube socket and one of 
the tubes had carefully painted red dots to mark 
alignment. 

Was this an experiment that failed, or did it actually 
work? What AM radio was it originally? There were 
more questions than answers, so I got right to work. I 
needed to find out about the original AM set. I 
posted a request on my FM only web site and got a 
world of information from Carter Cook, a collector in 
Austin, Texas. At first, he simply identified the radio 
as a Maguire Model 500. After trading some emails, 
he provided more detailed information. Apparently, 
Maguire Industries (owned by Meissner) sold 
unbranded sets similar to the Model 500. Carter had 
one of the unbranded sets in reasonable shape, so I 
quickly offered to buy it. This was great progress. 
Finding a schematic was next. After a few other 
leads failed, Bill Robie searched his basement and 
found the Sams Photofacts folder 466-15 from 1946. 
(Thanks, Bob.) 

Description 
Perhaps 90% of the Maguire 500 is unchanged in the 
Sarkes Tarzian set. The Maguire 500 is a marbleized 
plastic radio with a round dial on the left, speaker on 
the right, and the tuning control above the volume 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Inside of cabinet, where Sarkes Tarzian had cov-
ered the dial opening and glued in a cheap knob. 

control on the extreme right front. The case has a 
pleasing curve to the top and accent lines skirt from 
the front around to the left side of the radio. 
Electrically, the Maguire is a typical AC/DC five-
tube superhet. It uses a 12SA7 pentagrid converter, a 
12SK7 IF amplifier, followed by a 12SQ7. One plate 
of the 12SQ7 operates as the AM detector, a second 
plate provides AGC, and the triode section 
capacitively couples audio to the beam-power 
50L6GT amplifier. Power-supply rectification is 
provided by a 35Z5GT, which has a heater tap for the 
pilot lamp. 

Sarkes Tarzian 
made surprisingly 
few changes to the 
original circuit 
design. The local 
oscillator coil and 
tuning capacitor 
are replaced with a 
hand-wound coil 
and fixed 
capacitors mounted 
on what appears to 
be the ceramic 

An All-American five lineup, but not an octal base key in the 
lot. Every tube had the base key broken off, and one tube 
(and all the sockets) had red dots for insertion guides. 

capacitor, then couples to the input tank circuit with a 
2-turn link winding. The input tuned circuit replaces 
the original AM loop and 365-pf section of the tuning 
capacitor. Like the local oscillator circuit, the input 
circuit is a hand-wound coil with a fixed capacitor. 
The AGC circuit was removed. 

The IF amplifier has been shifted to 3.3 MHz. The 
transformer cans are still marked "455 kc" and I have 
not opened them to see if the internal coils were 
rewound or replaced. Converting a broadcast-band 
AM radio to 88 MHz is an amazing feat and making 
the conversion with so few changes is even more 
impressive. Presumably, Tarzian was aware that the 
12SA7 and its 6-volt brother, the 6SA7 had been used 
in a number of pre-war FM receivers designed for 40-
50 MHz. For example, the Stromberg-Carlson 42511 
and 505H use a 6SA7 converter and a 4.3 MHz IF. 
Getting the 12SA7 to convert at 88 MHz is a bit more 
tricky, but obviously doable. The Maguire was 
probably chosen for a number of reasons. Perhaps 
one was its similarity to earlier FM designs. 

Performance 
A serious hum prompted some recapping. The radio 
still has hum and the B+ is at 50 volts rather than the 
expected 110 volts. I have not determined if some-
thing is intentionally being run at a higher current or 

if there is a biasing 

mount from a WWII surplus VHF tuning capacitor. 
An extra tap was added to the coil near the cold end 
for a small variable capacitor (another WWII surplus 
VHF tuning capacitor?). The variable capacitor shaft 
provides a front panel frequency adjustment of about 
'A MHz. The position of this tuning dial has been 
swapped with the original volume control; the new 
tuning control now sits below the volume control so 
its connection to the local oscillator coil is 
unobstructed. An 18-inch insulated wire tail out the 
back of the radio acts an antenna. It is isolated by a 

problem somewhere 
in the set. Regardless, 
the radio was able to 
pick up my signal 
generator at 88 MHz. 
I temporarily added a 
series capacitor to the 
local oscillator to see 
if I could receive a 
strong local FM 
station at 101.1 MHz. 
I reasoned that FM 
slope detection should 
work with a strong 

signal. With the antenna wire fully extended in the 
basement, our local station came through with ease. 
Careful adjustment of the tuning control made the 
FM sound quality similar to that of the original AM 
Maguire set. After almost 60 years, the Sarkes 
Tarzian was playing again. With no RF amplifier and 
little front-end selectivity, however, the strong local 
oscillator radiated 3.3 MHz above the receive 
frequency and wiped out reception of a nearby radio. 
Certainly, this arrangement is not for regular use. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Unbranded Maguire ( Model 500) side-by-side with Sarkes Tar/Ian iadiO. 

Unbranded Maguire ( Model 500) chassis side-by-side with Sarkes Tarzian. 

Epilog 
The original version of this article was written on the 
completely wrong assumption that the modified 
Maguire radio was intended for FM. Geoff Vargo of 
Sarkes Tarzian helped unravel the history of this 
radio. He sent a few documents and in a kindly 
written letter he pointed me to Ms Kari Price, the 
executive director of the Monroe County Historical 
Museum. The Historical Museum was the recipient 
of a box of historical documents some years back. 
Ms Price was a delight on the phone and promised to 
research radio station W9XHZ. A few weeks later a 
small packet of photocopies arrived at my door. The 
information was somewhat sparse, but enough to 
piece together the unusual history described above. 

The radio described here is one of only 27 sets built 
for receiving the experimental station. From the 
available accounts, the station did not stay on the air 
past 1946. The official story is that Sarkes Tarzian 
decided to pursue television instead. However, the 
FCC may have decided that the Hi-FAM experiment 
was over. Regardless, in 1947 there were a few 
hundred ice cream cans with useless receiving 
converters floating around Bloomington, Indiana. I 
wonder if any have survived? 

This is the 12SA7 region of the under-chassis. 
Note the VHF coils, fixed ceramic tuning caps, 

and the antenna coupling link in the middle of the 
RF coil (on the right). The oscillator coil (on the 
left) is mounted on a porcelain insulator from a 

WW2 surplus variable capacitor. 

[If you think this radio is rare (one of 27 made), 
what would you think if its cabinet had been one 
of the rare Maguire Model 500 Catalins, of 
which maybe only 25 or 50 were made. Sarkes 
Tarzian could have compounded the rarity. Wow 
See article in this issue. Ed.] 
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ANTIQUE RADIOS IN NORWAY 
BY ERIC STENBERG 

Back in May of this year 1 was able to spend a 
couple of weeks touring the country of Norway. 

It's a great place to visit with spectacular scenery and 
friendly people all of whom can speak English it 
seems, making it an easy visit. This wasn't intended 
as a "radio trip" of any kind. But the antique radio 
collector in me couldn't pass by a number of local 
"Antiklc" shops without checking out the action. The 
accompanying pictures and captions show some of 
what I saw. 

Norwegian antique stores are just like their American 
counterparts, ranging from the classy "boutique" 
style where everything is overpriced, to the chaotic, 
over-crowded junk shops where the true radio treas-
ures are often found. All my pictures are from the 
latter type in the cities of Bergen, Trondheim, and 

Left stack starting at the top, a Radiola phono-
combination, a Tandberg Solvsuper 11 audio re-
ceiver, a beautiful TO-R (model unknown), an uni-
dentified set, and a nice Telefunken receiver on 
the bottom. The right stack has a Philips port-

able, another beautiful but unidentified wood set, 
a Tandberg Huldra 8 with speakers, a Radionette 
Duette, and a couple of audio components behind 

the bucket on the floor. ( Bergen shop) 

Radio Age • July 2004 

Top shelf: unknown portable next to a Stil (Vega) 
Super on top of a Tandberg Solvsuper 11 audio 

system component receiver. The green and white 

plastic set on the middle shelf is a Philips. Lower 
shelf, from the right: two Philips bakelite sets, a 
David Anderson Type 551 portable atop a Radio-
nette Kurfer portable, and on the left a Philips ba-

kelite set with a glass dial panel that extends 
above the top. ( Bergen shop) 

Oslo. It was difficult to get at the radios in the Ber-
gen shop without dismantling half the room. The 
mark of a great antique shop in my opinion, but it did 
make getting all the model numbers impossible in the 
time I had. 

An Ostfold Radio, Type 247, with an interesting 
rainbow dial, as that style is sometimes called. 

(Oslo shop). 

Visit MAARC's web site at NN Ns.maare.org 
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(Continued from page 6) 

A Gastor radio, Type 445, made in Norway. The 
slide-rule dial is vertically oriented. (Trondheim) 

Generally the table and floor model sets were in good 
to excellent shape while the portables tended to be 
beaten up. This indicates to me that while items of 
value might be well used they are not carelessly 
stored even when no longer in service, an attitude 
that favors the collector. 

I am not an expert on foreign radios since they are 
not what I normally collect. However, I suspect most 
or all of the sets I saw are post-WWII vintage, unless 
they were brought into the country after the war. 
This is because at one point during the WWII Ger-
man occupation of Norway the Nazi authorities 
started confiscating and destroying radio sets. They 
were attempting to cut off the Norwegians from the 
anti-Nazi propaganda and war news being broadcast 
to them from England. More importantly they 
wanted to stop the Norwegian Resistance from re-
ceiving coded instructions. The German forces were 
not wholly successful in this since members of the 
Resistance started hiding complete radios and work-
ing chassis in order to continue to receive informa-
tion. The contents of these broadcasts were then dis-
seminated to the populace via illegal "underground" 
newsletters. There is a "Norway's Resistance Mu-
seum" in Oslo with a very well done display detailing 
these events. I would guess this means any surviving 
pre-war sets are likely to be more scarce and possibly 
of greater historic value to Norway. 

The radios I found were primarily multi-band, which 
seems to be the norm in Europe. Philips was the 
dominant brand name by sheer number. But there 
were some unusual Norwegian brands I had never 

heard of also. The prices for the vintage vacuum tube 
table sets ranged from 850 to 1300 Norwegian Kroner, 
which is about $ 125 to $ 190 at the then current ex-
change rate. This did not seem unreasonable consider-
ing the very good condition of many of them. There 
was a fair amount of early hi-fi and audio components 
offered as well. Of course everything is wired for the 
220 volt electric service used there. 

A check of the Norwegian Historical Radio Society 
web site revealed that Ostfold, Gastor, David Ander-
son, and Radionette brand radios were manufactured in 
Norway. (The web site in English is at www.nrhf.no/ 
nrhf-eng.html.) 

Unfortunately for me I had not gone there prepared to 
haul back radios and I didn't deem them quite worth 
the trouble and expense of arranging shipping. Though 
I was sorely tempted by a couple interesting sets that 
would have made beautiful display pieces even if they 
wouldn't be made to work. 

So if you are after some nice, and perhaps unusual, 
foreign antique radios and want to use them as an ex-
cuse for a pleasant vacation you might want to set sail 
for the land of the Vikings and the fiords. 

A terrific Philips Aero 3, having a Bakelite cabinet 
with wood accent panels and a glass dial that ex-
tends up from the top of the set. (Trondheim) 

[Although the pictures in this printed version of Radio 
Age are in greyscale (toned black-and-white), the 
originals are in full color, and the MAARC web site 
(www.maarc.org) will soon carry this article in full 
color for those of you who want to see these radios in 
their natural colors. Ed] 
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EARLY AND LATE RARITIES IN CATALIN 
BY ED LYON 

T
he Catalin Corporation (also, at times, Catalin 
Corporation of America) made more different 
radio cabinets than all other cast phenolic 

manufacturers, combined. When Catalin was making 
their first radio cabinet, in March 1938, the only other 
companies considering making cast phenolic radios 
were Bakelite Corporation and Fiberloid Corporation. 
Bakelite was entertaining a proposal from RCA to 
make a cabinet for the first "Little Nipper" radio, and 
Fiberloid was already starting to sketch several ver-
sions of what would eventually be International's 
"Clockette." 

Catalin's first radio cabinet, carrying their blueprint 
number 2200 (Feb. 1, 1938), was made for the Gil-
lette Radio Company. Unfortunately, Gillette didn't 
stay in business long enough to receive the cabinets, 
in part because these cabinets, totaling not more than 
200, required a long time for finishing at Plastic 
Turning Company in Leominster, Mass. The notion 
of a radio cabinet was new to Plastic Turning, and 
they had no idea how much grinding would be re-
quired to get the face of the cabinet down to the pre-
scribed thickness, 3/16-inch. As poured at the Cata-
lin plant, the faces varied from 1/4-inch to 3/4-inch 
thickness, depending on how promptly the Catalin 
"pour-man" stopped the flow of resin into the lead 
mold when it looked full. Later, Plastic Turning's 
turn-around time for radio cabinets was less than 
three days, but on this first one, they experimented 
with ways of finishing the cabinets for three or four 
weeks. Toward the end of this time period, the engi-
neers at Plastic Turning tried to find out from Gillette 
what the radio's dial face was supposed to look like. 
Catalin had supplied about 200 cabinets, in the rough, 
plus enough of the 2244 casting to make 200 dials, 
but the details of what was to be engraved, embossed, 
or printed (via decals) on the dials wasn't made clear. 

Plastic Turning tried to make contact with Gillette, 
but Gillette was already an empty building some-
where in New Jersey. Catalin was immediately con-
tacted and was asked what to do with the cabinets, 
and Catalin was not a bit surprised at Gillette's re-
ported demise. Something must have alerted Catalin 
to the shakiness of Gillette, because Catalin had taken 
the contract for the first 200 cabinets paid-in-advance 
by Gillette. In the Catalin Corporation blueprint 
files, there is a notation on blueprint 2200 stating 

"Don't plan more than 200," and the usual arbor 
ownership note, "Confined to Gillette Radio" was 
crossed out. 

Catalin held onto the arbors for the cabinet (2200) 
and dial casting (2244) for two years before pouring 
more of the castings to be finished by Plastic Turning 
and sold to an air cleaner company. As for the origi-
nal 200 (more or less) cabinets made for Gillette Ra-
dio, Plastic Turning sold them to a small radio shop 
in New Jersey who reportedly put four-tube chassis in 
them and sold all of them to a carnival supply house, 
probably to be used as prizes for throwing out-of-
round baseballs or shooting at targets with those 
crooked rifles. Total distribution to the public 
amounted to considerably less than 200 radios in all, 
as some cabinets were broken at Plastic Turning, pos-
sibly some at the radio shop, and certainly some in 
carnival moves. Today, we rarely see Gillette radios; 
it is estimated that perhaps only five or six are in col-
lectors' hands. 

Now we fast-forward to after the war. Catalin Corpo-
ration came out of the war is poor financial shape. 
During the war, their raw materials, Formaldehyde 
and Phenol, were on the war allocation list, and they 
had to account for every pound used in terms of war 
materiel delivered to the government or prime con-
tractors. They tried to hoard some of the precious 
stuff for continuing research into coloring agents, 
because their primary prewar supplier of colorant 
chemicals had first been cut off from them, then de-
stroyed — I. G Farben GmbH. The way they 
stretched the phenolic plastics they made was to 
branch out into filled resins, rather than the tradi-
tional Catalin casting phenolics. Filled resins had a 
generous amount of wood flour or asbestos added, 
making the resin go farther, and making it much 
stronger. They made male and female plastic molds 
for huge hydraulic presses in aircraft factories, where 
aircraft skins were being fabricated. Catalin had 
plenty of war business, but at less than 10 percent 
gross profit, it didn't fill the coffers. 

As the war wound down, specifically on 21 August 
1945, Catalin released a postwar radio cabinet design 
for a Maguire Model 500 radio [see Andy Mitz's arti-
cle in this issue]. Two castings were used, one for the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Catalin Corp. blueprints 3208 and 3209, both dated 8/21/45, f 
radio. The almost-hemispherical dial would be on the left of 
right half of this dial, extending across the radio front, and b 

or the cabinet and grille for the Maguire 500 
the cabinet, and the grill nestles around the 
ack the right side, in a wrap-around. 

cabinet (3208) and one for the grille (3209). At Cata-
lin, they kept three sets of drawings for each arbor. 
One set was in Engineering, along with the corre-
sponding original pencil drawings on vellum. An-
other set was kept in the financial office, probably to 
keep track of the weight of resin sold in each batch, 
and the third set was in the management office. Here 
annotations as to who owned the arbor, where it was 
stored or kept, and other such legal notes were 
marked in pencil on the blueprint, and sometimes 
signed. On the management set of drawings for the 
Maguire radio cabinet, someone wrote "OUT" across 
the blueprint, and sure enough, that arbor couldn't be 
found in the arbor barns or in the shop. 

Based on the drawings alone, shown._ here, plus the 
photo of the Maguire 500 dial Andy Mitz used in his 
article, the Maguire Catalin must have been a very 
handsome radio. I have seen one of them, in Mark 
Woolley's original collection, in somewhat distressed 
condition, in brilliant red. Mark was calmly keeping 
an eye out for another to replace his, and he had no 
idea what kind of radio it was, or how rare it was. 

The early Gillette, and the late Maguire may be the 
rarest of all the Catalins. Maybe. There're always 
the two Espey models, both post-war, and very differ-
ent from each other. We could go on and describe 
these two rare radios, too, but that's for another time. 

SEPTEMBER 19TH RADIO MEET 
DON'T FORGET THE MAA.RC AUTUMN MINI-MEET, IN SEPTEMBER 

THIS YEAR (RATHER THAN OCTOBER), AND AT OUR REGULAR 
MEETING PLACE, THE NEW HOPE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCH GYMNASIUM ON MCKNEVV ROAD, BURTONSVILLE, MD 
(SEE MAP ON PAGE 2). BIG, HIGH-QUALITY AUCTION, INCLUDING 
AN ESTATE SALE OF GUY BORRELLI'S BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED RA-

DIOS. FLEA-MARKETING AT 0900, AUCTION AT NOON-ISH. 
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1. We editors occasionally get mail 
from Radio Age readers with questions 
about articles that appeared in this 
journal back in 1992 and 1993. It's 
gratifying to get these letters. Not just 
because we like to see appreciation for 
our work, but because the reader 
obviously thinks we can remember 
anything that happened that long ago. 

2. In a Tidbits column some 13 or 14 years ago, we 
referred readers to an article in the August 1992 OTB 
regarding re-energizing headphone magnets, which 
were rather weak originally, and haven't got any 
more powerful with age. The method, described by 
D. K. Owens, was to wrap 24 turns of heavy magnet 
wire around each coil in the headphones, in turn, 
zapping the coil with a charged 200,000-microfarad 
capacitor charged to 50 volts, being careful to reverse 
the coil between the two magnet poles in each phone. 
The other thing to note is to place a soft iron "keeper" 
across the magnet poles to complete the magnetic 
circuit. Some readers were confused by this, 
remarking that the keeper on top was useless unless 
there was a keeper on the bottom of each pole, too. 
But, there is such a bottom-keeper! It's that 
semicircular iron piece that connects the two poles 
inside the headphone case. Not having a 200,000 uF 
cap lying around, I did it with an old Brandes 
headphone set, using the biggest cap I had in the junk 
box, a 25,000 uF at 35 volts. I zapped the coil about 
five times on each pole and got a terrific boost in 
volume and low-frequency response from the 
headset. 

3. Kris Gimmy wrote a couple months ago about his 
"Page Boy" silent radio, since we had run an article 
on silent radios. Here's his photo of the "Page Boy," 
a wireless microphone used for baby-sitting, much 
like the famous Zenith "Silent Nurse." Note that it, 
too, uses the Catalin Model 2200 cabinet, originally 
designed for the Gillette radio. 

4. The annual MAARC "picnic" held in early 
October each year eventually turned into a radio 
meet, complete with big flea market and big auction. 
The last few years it was held at a recreation center in 
Davidsonville, MD, a site converted from its earlier 
Cold War existence as a Nike missile launch site. But 
this year there are two changes: First, the meet will 

be held on Sunday, September le, starting with a 
free flea market at 0900. There will be a big auction, 
featuring a quantity of high-end radios from a late 
MAARC member's estate, the auction starting about 
noon. Finger food and soft drinks will be available. 
The second big change this year is the location: our 
usual meeting place at the Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church Gymnasium and lot on McKnew Road in 
Burtonsville, MD. The usual map on page 2 will get 
you there. 

5. The theme at the AWA conference this year, to be 
held in Rochester on 17-21 August, 2004, is 
Broadcasting, and they have several OEC categories 
on that subject. The meet is at the usual location, the 
RIT Inn and Conference Center, formerly the 
Marriott Hotel, in Henrietta, NY, just south of 
Rochester. 

6. A MAARC member in California, Sam Jansen, 
has one of the rare Zenith 12A58 "Junior 
Stratosphere" radios, but he got it with the dial 
assembly in pieces in a paper bag. Anyone who has a 
good idea how the dial system goes together is 
encouraged to call Sam and talk, and then maybe 
write to him. He's at 707-822-4510. 

BABY 

SITTER 

Kris Gimmy's " Page Boy" wireless mike, using a 
cabinet poured by Catalin Corp. (their ex-Gillette 
radio cabinet). The Gillette had a Catalin dial in-
serted into the rectangular hole on the right. 
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RADIOACTIVITY 2004 A QUICK-LOOK 

They say that radio meets attract foul weather, 
and despite favorable weather forecasts from 

  our crack meteorologists all week long, when 
the RadioActivity 2004 meet started on Friday 
morning, 4 June, there was a hint of grey starting to 
show in the western sky. The weather held for that 
day, but Saturday was a wash-out for outdoor 
activities. We fooled the rain gods Friday, though. 
Just kidding. (I don't want to be zapped by 
lightning!) 

But Friday was a great day, and the flea market and 
seminars were very busy places to be. Here is a 
group of pictures that try to give the reader a hint of 
what the meet was like—for those of you who 
couldn't make it to the meet. 

Some of the Pease Zenith collection put on the 
auction block Friday evening. In the lower picture 
the very nice military version of the T-0, the R-
520/URR, complete with headset, awaits its new 

owner. 

An overview of part of the flea market, from the 
hotel sixth-floor dirty window, Friday morning. 

Jim Wilson trying to sell " road-kill.'' 

1 Steve Snyderman figures that if he keeps his 
  hands behind him, he won't be able to buy.  
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Some of the fine radios, speakers, and test gear ready for the main auction held Sunday, June 6th. 

More main auction radios and stuff, this picture taken just before the start of 
the auction. 

More flea market scenes, with 
plenty of cathedrals! 
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Domi Sanchez and Dr. Harold Cones pose beside Domi's winning entry in the Old Equipment Contest. 

Paul Bernhardt's full 
setup of "ARC-5" air-
craft command radio 
receivers from WW2. 
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RATIONING IN THE WAR 

BY ED LYON 

Even before this country was actively in a state 
of war with the Axis countries in December 
1941, there was considerable debate about 

shortages of materials and services, and what to do 
about them. Everyone was aware of the rationing that 
was already underway in England and continental 
Europe. Ed Murrow and other radio correspondents 
discussed the shortages of food, gasoline, and tires in 
the war-ravaged countries, and it was a powerful argu-
ment that was exploited by the isolationists in Con-
gress in their demands that we stay out of the war. In 
anticipation of shortages here, and the effect such 
shortages might have on prices, if left to the market 
pressures, Roosevelt formed the Office of Price Ad-
ministration (OPA), headed by Harold Ickes. The OPA 
charter included the administration of a rationing sys-
tem, if necessary, to control the supply and demand of 
strategic supplies. 

Only a week after the attack on Pearl Harbor sales of 
new automobiles were banned, unless the prospective 
purchaser signed an affidavit that the new car was re-
quired for essential transportation, and that an existing 
car was unsuitable or unserviceable. By February 

1942, no more new cars were coming off the produc-
tion lines. In the radio industry, many manufacturers 
had already taken in military contracts for radio, radar, 
and other electronics apparatus, and had cut back on 
civilian radio production, especially after November 
1941. Over 75 percent of radio sales came during No-
vember and December each year, and so any produc-
tion cuts made after the sales period started in Novem-
ber would not affect annual sales very significantly, 
anyway. By May 1942, the beginning of the 1942 pro-
duction run for many radio manufacturers, there were 
shortages of many components, including electrolytic 
capacitors, transformers, and insulated wire, so that the 
OPA ban on the manufacture of civilian radios, an-
nounced in June 1942, had only a small effect on the 
plans for radio manufacture. 

Companies who did not have war-related orders for 
electronics devices or components were permitted to 
continue to make parts and subassemblies for civilian 
radios and appliances as long as their stored parts sup-
ply held out. But they could not buy new parts or com-
ponents, because they had a low rating in the War Pro-
duction Board's Priority listing. Nonetheless, some 
black marketing took place, and some radios continued 
to be made, all the way into late 1942. The one thing 
that was absolutely forbidden was the conversion of 
war-related components to civilian use, say, by selling 
military tubes to a radio repair shop, for instance. 

To be continued in September. 

Expert Local Repairs 
Leigh Bassett of Golden Age Radio fame has opened a 

shop in the Laurel area specializing in the repair of 

vintage radios and amateur radio equipment. 

Call for info ( 301) 595-5349 most mornings 

Shipping address and local drop-off / pick-up: 

ATS c/o Schiller's Packaging Plus 

3507 Ft. Meade Rd, Laurel, MD 20724 

Service provided by 

ATS, Inc., PO Box 2509, Laurel, MD 20709 

"If it glows, we fix it" sm 
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Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed. 

For Sale: Whole or parts: AK 55 in 
highboy cabinet, NT, untested, with 
spare chassis, knobs and shields --
$50; Jack Casey, 9905 Whitworth 
Way, Ellicott City, MD 21042. 
(410) 461-1141. E-mail: 
jackcasey@comcast.net 

Services: Professional restorations 
for all TUBE TYPE antique table 
radios, floor model consoles, 
cathedrals, tombstones, battery 
sets, communication receivers and 
music amplifiers. Complete 
overhauls to factory specifications. 
Lacquer sprayed, hand rubbed 
cabinet refinishing. Reasonable 
rates. Free estimates. UPS/USPS/ 
FEDEX/TRUCK shipments 
accepted. 4 year warranty on new 
parts. Bob Eslinger/KR1U, 
ANTIQUE RADIO 
RESTORATION & REPAIR, 20 
Gary School Road, Pomfret Center, 
CT 06259. Hours: 9am-5pm 
eastern, Tuesday thru Saturday. 
Telephone/fax: 860-928-2628. E-
mail: Bob@oldradiodoc.com. 
Please come visit us on the web at 
http://www.oldradiodoc.com or 
stop by... when in the New England 
area. 

Services: Time Out of Mind Radio 
operates the leading vintage radio 
appraisal service in the east. We are 
experienced, professional radio 
appraisers. References available. 
We will evaluate, document, and 
photograph your collection or 
estate and provide you with soft-
and hard-copy spread sheets and a 

comprehensive written report. Our 
product satisfies all insurance and 
IRS requirements and includes all 
IRS forms. Protect your collection. 
Document your charitable gift. 
Define the value of an estate. Free, 
discrete, no-obligation consultation 
on request. Ask to see a copy of 
our qualifications statement. Our 
reputation is everything. 
Satisfaction and privacy always 
guaranteed. Time Out of Mind 
Radio Appraisers. Paul Farmer, PO 
Box 352, Washington, VA 22747-
0 3 5 2 ; 5 4 0 - 9 8 7 - 8 7 5 9 ; 
oldradiotime@hotmail.com 

For Sale: 1941 & 1942 Philco 
escutcheons, knobs, and 
pushbuttons: reproductions now 
available. Other various knobs and 
pushbuttons also available; contact 
us for specific model numbers on 
escutcheons. Old Time 
Replications 5744 Tobias Avenue, 
Van Nuys, CA 91411. 
Phone 818-786-2500. Web page: 
http:// 
www.antiqueradioknobs.com; e-
mail: oldtimerep@aol.com 

For Sale: Zenith Transistor Trans-
Oceanic 3000-1 with original wall 
transformer, in excellent condition, 
no perceptible bubbles on metal 
parts, no cracks in handle, battery 
box is immaculate, plays 100% on 
all bands, $ 175. Dale R. Johnston, 
1305 Guadelupe Dr., Westminster, 
MD 21157, dalejohn@ccpl.carr.org 

For Sale by non-member: 

I live in Clarksville, MD and have 
a radio that my parents purchased 
new in 1938 that I would like to 
sell. It is a Farnsworth floor model 
with a phonograph. The cabinet is 
a beautiful burled wood and is in 
excellent condition. There are two 
small stains on the fabric that 
covers the speaker. I also have a 
General Electric AM/FM radio and 
3-speed phonograph in a wooden 
cabinet that I would like to sell. It 
was purchased in 1961 and still 
works beautifully. Alma Scordato, 
e-mail: j.scordato@worldnet.attnet 

Everitt Hoard is back! Frontier 
Capacitors, 403 S. McIntosh Street, 
Lehr, ND is back in business; a bit 
slower, a bit older, but Everitt is 
back in business. Ph: 701-378-
2341. 

Wanted: I need one klystron, type 
5837 reflex type, for use in my test 
equipment. Walter Hughes, 
Berryville, VA; 540-955-2635. 

Overheard in the R-A 2004 Old 
Equipment Contest: " If you 
ever see me enter eight pink 
radios in any contest, I want 
you to shoot me; please prom-
ise me that." 
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Sun., July 18 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m. 

Sun., Aug. 15 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m. 

Tue.-Sat., Aug. 17-21 AVVA Conference and meet, Rochester, NY. (This is the 
BIG one) See Tidbits, p. 10. 

Sun., Sept. 19 MAARC Autumn mini-meet at the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at 0900, auction at 
12 noon; food and soft drinks available. Big estate 
auction at this meet. 

Sun. Oct 17 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m. 

Sun. Nov. 21 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m. 

Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 

c/o Paul R. Farmer 

P.O. Box 352 

Washington, VA 22747-0352 

2007-06 
Bruce Shetrone 
969 Shore Acres Rd 
Arnold, MD 21012-1724 
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