
There is little in the booklet to shed additional light on
Hoffman Electronics Corporation or their production of
the P410 and related sets, but it does explain the reason

(Continued on page 3)

More on the Hoffman P410
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Following the publication of my article on the
Hoffman P410 in the April issue of Radio Age,

more information has come to light. Another turquoise
example of the radio has appeared, this time with both
an earphone and an original operating
instructions booklet.

The small, eight-page instructions book-
let is much like those that were written
for other transistor radios of the period,
circa 1957. Its cover is green, with a
drawing of the radio and artwork along
the bottom depicting a young women
picking up a P410 from a tabletop,
walking a few steps, and sitting down on
the floor in a position that suggests she is
exercising while listening to the radio.
She is exercising in a long dress typical
of the 1950s, and is discrete enough to sit
with her back to us. The artwork seems
to be intended to reinforce the statement
made on page 2 of the booklet that, “The
attractive functional cabinet makes the
radio convenient to carry and easy to
use.”
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Figure 1. The Hoffman P410.
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Figure 2. Front cover of the operating instructions booklet. A well-known
1950s version of the Hoffman logo is used.

Figure 3. Pair of earphone jacks on top of the
P410.

Figure 4. Serial number sticker found in the bottom of
the P410 battery compartment.

Figure 5. Serial number written into the appropriate
block on the Hoffman label.

(also discernible from the Sams
schematic) for two earphone
jacks. An earphone connected at
one jack cuts off the speaker;
connected at the other jack, it
does not. So, two listeners can
use earphones with the speaker
silenced; or one listener can use
an earphone with or without the
speaker silenced. Also, an
external speaker can be used,
with or without silencing the
cabinet speaker. The booklet
boasts about the set’s “…push-
pull audio power, giving
performance comparable to your
other home radios.”

Unlike several other Hoffman
P410 sets that I have seen, the

(Continued from page 1)
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MAARC Annual Election to
be Held at September

Mini-meet

Per our bylaws, MAARC's annual election of
officers and directors will be held at the

September meeting (which is also the Fall Mini-
meet). Paul Farmer, who chaired the Nominating
Committee this year, tells us that Kevin Lenehan,
who has served as one of our directors, will be
stepping down due to increasing job pressures.
(Thanks, Kevin—your service on the Board is
much appreciated!) Steve McAllister, who has
been helping with tube sales for quite some time,
has agreed to be a director candidate. Below is a
list of those who have agreed to stand for election
at the September meeting:

 President: Geoff Shearer

 Vice President: Steve Hansman

 Treasurer: Rod Matzko

Directors:

 Brian Belanger (also Radio Age Co-editor)

 William Goodwin

 Chris Kocsis

 Ed Lyon (also Radio Age Co-editor)

 Steve McAllister

 Jim Privitera

 Fred Newberry (also webmaster)

 Domi Sanchez

 Charles Scarborough

 Willie Sessoms

 Warren Sprague

 Eric Stenberg

MAARC members whose dues are paid are
eligible to vote. You may nominate another
candidate from the floor at the meeting, but if you
do, make sure that person is willing to serve if
elected.

People who serve on the MAARC Board are
expected to volunteer to help with activities
throughout the year. So, do thank our Board
members for their willingness to keep the club
going.■

recently appearing set has a serial number, A889845,
printed on a “Ser. No.” sticker glued to the inside
bottom of the battery compartment. And the owner
wrote the serial number into the otherwise blank Serial
No. space on the Hoffman label that was always glued
inside the back cover. He or she wrote the date of
purchase, “Aug. 28, ’58,” on the label as well; and
wrote the model number and date in the “Reference
Record” of the operating instructions booklet, where
there is space for the model and serial numbers and
delivery date. Also since the April article, two serial
numbers for examples of the related Hoffman solar
Model T-P411 have been shared with me: A899458
and A927217.

I have not been able to determine much from just these
three serial numbers, except the obvious observation
that the leading alpha character is the same (A) for
each, and the first two numeric characters are closely
sequenced (88, 89, 92). If enough serial numbers are
eventually collected, an analysis might reveal some-
thing about the number of sets that were produced.

Please contact Paul Farmer (see page 2 of this issue) if
you can document Hoffman P410 or P411 serial
numbers.■

Figure 6. ‘The earphone storage compartment to the
right of the speaker magnet was missing from the
radio shown in the previous article. The set pictured
here also contains the original diode detector, just
below the speaker magnet.
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 Telegraph sounders and keys
 Numerous Bakelite and wood table models
 Box lots of tubes and parts

In addition to the Mooney estate items, surplus
property items from the Radio & Television Museum
will be auctioned. Some high-end radios consigned by
individuals are also anticipated, such as the following:

 Emerson 520 Catalin

 E. H. Scott Philharmonic chassis (working)

 Snow White (painted) radio

 1949 Coca-Cola cooler radio

 RCA 143

 Western Electric 540-AW speaker frame

So, this promises to be a splendid auction.

Pizza and soft drinks will be available for purchase.

The annual MAARC election will also be held at this
meeting. See page 4 for more information. ■

MAARC's fall Mini-meet will be held at our usual
site at the church in Burtonsville, Maryland, on

Sunday, September 18. Flea market activity will begin
at 9 a.m. and there will be a major auction beginning
around noon. MAARC member Charles Mooney
passed away recently, and his widow has asked us to
auction his entire radio collection. Examples of items
to be auctioned include:

 Atwater Kent Model L horn
 Atwater Kent 20C
 Box lots of radio magazines, such as Electric

Radio, SCARS Gazette, Indiana Historical Radio
Society. Bulletin, etc.

 Crosley 52
 Crosley 56TD
 Emerson 540
 GE L-678
 Grebe CR-9
 Grundig 960
 Hallicrafters S-85
 (2) Hallicrafters S-120
 Hallicrafters S-38E
 Knight communications receiver
 Meissner FM tuner
 National SW-3
 National NC-57
 Paige 6 battery set, with tubes & documentation
 Philco 37-62
 (2) Philco 46-1201 radio/phono
 Philco outdoor thermometer, about 36” tall
 Philips multi-band transistorized equivalent of

Zenith T-O
 (3) Pilot 3-inch TV sets
 Pilot FM tuner
 Porto-products Smokerette
 Porto white bar radio with all glassware
 Radiola III
 Radiola 44
 Radiola 60
 Zenith 1000-D Trans-Oceanic
 Zenith 6D312 brown Bakelite
 Zenith 7G605
 Zenith Royal 500
 Zenith 8G005 Trans-Oceanic
 Many pieces of test equipment - VTVMs, tube

testers, signal generators, etc.

September MAARC Mini-meet to Include
Mooney Estate Auction

Obituary - Charles Mooney

Charles Mooney died on June 2. A member of
MAARC since the club’s earliest days, Charlie
wrote a number of articles for the MAARC
newsletter, and later for Radio Age. He was
especially noted as an expert restorer of Atwater
Kent breadboard radios. His article in the June
2001 Radio Age on rescuing a Grebe receiver
shows the effort that Charlie was willing to put
forth in order to save a fine radio.

He retired after working many years for
Washington Gas, and he and his wife, Betty,
moved to Hanover, Pennsylvania, but they soon
decided they missed their friends in suburban
Maryland and moved back to Bowie. Charlie
was always willing to give advice to other
collectors. He will be missed by those of us who
knew him.
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Goal

The goal of my BSC project, now available to
collectors as a prototype for evaluation, is to provide
collectors with the best possible “first stop” source for
information about early battery sets and the companies
that made them. As such, the BSC will contain as much
information as is practical about the widest possible
range of radios and companies, and point to and not
duplicate sources of greater depth, such as the Alan
Douglas three-volume set, Radio Manufacturers of the
1920’s [1]. The BSC is intended to provide specific
content, and information retrieval capabilities that meet
the needs of battery set collectors. To accomplish that,
feedback and criticism from collectors willing to “test
drive” the prototype is essential, and would be greatly
appreciated.

The scope of the BSC is early vacuum tube battery sets
from roughly 1916 through 1930 (excluding auto-
mobile and farm radios). The BSC includes early
modules such as the Atwater Kent detector units,
amplifier units, and tuner units that were connected
together in various combinations to comprise complete
sets, as well as sets themselves, providing a view of the
evolution of the technology. Crystal radios are outside
the scope of the BSC, but references to crystal detector
units used as components of a modular receiver will be
included. (Some vacuum tube radios included crystal
detectors.) The BSC includes kits as well as factory-
assembled sets.

The BSC is not a price or value guide, although I am
open to the suggestion of adding auction results at
some future date (which would have to be continually
updated).

The BSC, beginning with the current prototype, will be
provided at no or little cost to battery set collectors,
and I hope these collectors will in turn be encouraged

Introduction

I bought my first old radio – an Atwater Kent Model
42 – at a marginal antique shop on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore in 1993. Within a few years I had
started attending MAARC meetings regularly and
had become seriously hooked on the radio collecting
hobby. I became most interested in radios of the
1920s, especially the battery-powered sets from the
earlier years of the decade (and before). As I began to
learn more about those radios and that turbulent
period, I became fascinated with the rapid changes
that occurred in radio design (from regenerative sets,
through tuned radio frequency designs, to the super-
heterodyne, with reflexing and neutralization along
the way, and the progression from experimenter’s
components, to modules, to combinations of mod-
ules, to complete sets for home use). I became inter-
ested in how the nascent radio industry developed
(the Marconi-RCA story, patent battles, the chaotic
start of broadcasting, and the beginnings of regula-
tion), and how radio captured the public’s interest as
it began to have its revolutionary impact on our
society.

I also just like the way those 1920s battery sets look,
with their dials and pointers and knobs, sometimes
exposed tubes or the odd meter or coil, sometimes
elaborately styled front panels (and towards the end
of the decade, the beginnings of the magnificent
cabinetry that flourished in the 1930s). But perhaps
most of all, I get great satisfaction out of bringing
those old sets back to life! I do not pretend to be an
expert; I’ve seen that the more I learn, the more I
have yet to learn. I have also seen that while there are
a number of excellent sources of information about
1920s radios, there is no one comprehensive source
that either contains or points to most of the available
information. It is my intention to fill that gap with the
Battery Set Compendium (BSC).

Building the Prototype
Battery Set Compendium

BY GREG HUNOLT

Greg has done a tremendous amount of work on this project already, and with the help of
other collectors, it can be made even more useful to the antique radio community. We will
publish updates on how it is going from time to time. - Editor



Radio Age  August 2005 Attend the Fall Mini-meet on September 18 page 7

4

Battery Set
Companies

Table
Currently 1,121 Companies Included

Information on Battery Set Radios
And the Companies that Made them

Guides, Pubs,

Books, Etc. …

User Input

Queries based on Search
Criteria of interest

Interactive, Multi-Level
Query Software Accesses

Both Tables

BSC Output to User

Query Results and
Reports for Display

Or Printing

Currently 4,480 Radio Set
Types Included

Radio Set
Types
Table

Figure 1. Battery Set Compendium Overview.

to contribute their ideas, criticisms, and suggestions for
how the BSC can be made better and more useful. I
hope that collectors will also provide information about
companies and sets that the BSC is missing, especially
perhaps local companies that did not advertise in the
national publications or otherwise become well known
(such as the old Plymouth Radio and Phonograph
Company in the Wisconsin town where I now live).

Approach

I’ve taken the following approach to building the BSC.
First, I developed a concept for how the BSC should
work, illustrated in Fig. 1. The BSC contains two
cross-referenced tables, one with information about
battery set radio companies (1,121 currently), and the
other, information about battery set types (4,480
currently). As shown (upper left in the figure below), I
have built the company and radio type tables from
information in collector’s guides, current and contem-
poraneous radio publications, radio company literature,
and from actual radios that I’ve seen or that are in my
own collection. A user of the BSC (see lower left)
enters a query, i.e., poses a question such as “Which
companies produced battery sets in 1924?” or “Give

me a list of the Ohio companies that produced battery
sets,” or “How about a list of breadboard sets made
from 1920 to 1925?” The BSC software then searches
the two tables and produces a display of the query
results that the user can look at and/or print. The
queries are interactive and multi-level, for example, if
the user posed the Ohio radio companies question
mentioned above, the result would be a list of
companies. The user is then able to click on a company
and see detailed information about the company, see a
list of the radio set types made by that company, and/or
see detailed information about one or more specific
radio set types.

Second, I adopted Microsoft Excel as a tool. It has the
basic capabilities required for the BSC, holding the
tables and allowing me to develop programs for
implementing the updating and information retrieval
capabilities. Excel is also more widely used and less
expensive than a genuine database management
system, and many computer users are familiar with it. I
recognize that I also need to make the BSC available
on-line and I will be working on that.

Third, I began compiling information about battery sets
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collectors I will incorporate suggestions / feedback
from collectors who are willing to test and critique the
current prototype BSC, or comment on this article.

Current Status of the BSC Prototype

The current content of the BSC Prototype’s tables are a
starting point—my own idea as to what information
would be useful, following leads provided by the work
of Ralph Langley [3], Morgan McMahon [4], Marty
and Sue Bunis [5], and John Slusser [6]. The current
Prototype BSC contains information gleaned from
many sources:

Table 1 (above) summarizes my primary sources. Table
2 on page 9 is the radio company table, containing
information about the companies that manufactured
battery sets. It captures information for each company
(to the extent possible to date).

Table 3 on page 9 is the radio set type table, containing
information about the battery set types made by the
companies listed in the previous table. It lists the items
of information captured for each type (to the extent
possible to date).

Future Additions to BSC Content

The following are the areas where I am currently
working to improve the content of the BSC:

and the companies that made them, and adding the
information to the two tables. I have adopted a three-
step process. The first step is a broad sweep over a
variety of sources, starting with collector’s guides, and
contemporaneous radio publications. This step is about
two-thirds complete.

The second step is to resolve inconsistencies and
contradictions, and fill gaps in the BSC tables through
study of in-depth sources, such as the Alan Douglas
books noted above, Ralph Williams’ articles on
Atwater Kent in publications of the Antique Wireless
Association and in other books, the Cones and Bryant
books on Zenith [2], and numerous company publica-
tions. I have just begun this second step.

The third step is long-term updating/correcting of the
tables, and I am hoping for feedback from battery set
collectors on errors they might catch or additions they
might suggest. I see no end to the long-term care of the
tables; new information will always be turning up to
enable the BSC information to be improved in quality
and coverage.

Fourth, I have developed query and reporting
capabilities to allow the battery set collector a variety
of ways of searching and accessing the information
contained in the BSC. The current BSC Prototype is in
effect a first rough draft. To ensure that the capabilities
provided by the BSC are genuinely useful to battery set

Source (See list of references for complete citations.) Notes
McMahon / Langley, Radio Collector’s Guide – 1921-1932 727 Companies, 3,133 Sets

Grinder, Radio Collector’s Directory…, 2nd Ed. 313 Companies, 1,714 Sets

Slusser, Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 6th Ed.
125 Companies, 623 Sets,
113 Photograph references

McMahon / Greenwood, Vintage Radio 202 Photograph references

Bunis, Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 1st Ed. 68 Photograph references

Bunis, Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 2nd Ed. 68 Photograph references

Bunis, Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 3rd Ed. 39 Photograph references

Bunis, Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 4th Ed. 18 Photograph references

Slusser, Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 5th Ed. 56 Photograph references

Rider, Perpetual Troubleshooter’s Manual, Vols. 1-3
556 Schematic references (some apply to
more than one type)

Radio News magazine (1921 – 1925 with gaps, so far)
912 Ad references, first ad for a type, with
picture if possible.

Radio magazine (1921 – 1925 with gaps, so far) 229 Ad references, see above.

Popular Radio magazine (1922 – 1925 with gaps, so far) 232 Ad references, see above.

QST magazine (1921 – 1925 complete, so far) 289 Ad references, see above.

Table 1.
Summary of Primary Sources Currently in the BSC Prototype,

and the Information Contained Therein.
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1. Contemporaneous Publications – I plan to fill in
the gaps in the 1921 – 1925 coverage of Radio News,
Radio, and Popular Radio, and extend coverage
forward through 1930 and back as far as the magazines
were published. I plan to add technical references to
radio company publications, e.g., RCA “Red Books.” I
plan to extract information from Radio Set Directories
from Radio News (1925) and Electrical World (1924

and 1926) and any others available. I plan to add
technical references to contemporaneous books that
include descriptions of radio set types or companies.

2. Current Publications – I plan to add technical and
photo references to articles in publications such as the
AWA Old Timer’s Bulletin (Now the AWA Journal),
MAARC’s Radio Age (e.g., recent articles on Atwater

Item Notes
Company Name and Aliases Reflects name changes, etc.

Trade Names Used by the Company

Manufacturer (s) of Radio Types Distributed by the Company
e.g., in cases like Montgomery Ward
distributing Tri-City sets.

Distributor (s) of Radio Types Made by the Company
e.g., in cases like Tri-City making sets for
Montgomery Ward.

Locations, City and State Currently two locations allowed.

Years Active in Radio Earliest through 1930 as applicable.

Current Collector’s Guide References
Slusser 6th, Grinder 2nd, McMahon, through
1930.

Contemporaneous Radio Company Trade Directory References 1925, and additional references only in 1924.

References to articles and books about the company Not those about individual radio types.

Concise notes on the company, company history, including references
to earliest advertising.

A brief summary, pointing to other sources
for depth, e.g., Douglas.

Table 2.
Radio Company Information in the BSC Prototype.

Item Notes
Model Identification Trade Name, Model Name or Number

Manufacturer

Distributor If Other Than the Manufacturer

Year First Sold

Cabinet Style Table, Console, etc., Variations.

Control Configuration Count of Dials and Knobs

Stage Configuration àla Langley in McMahon-Langley

Tube Information: Count, Types, Battery Voltages as Possible

References to Articles and Books About the Radio Type. Not Those About the Company Overall.

Description and Notes
Brief Description àla Bunis and Slusser, and
Other Notes.

References to Technical Articles in Publications or Books
e.g. Riders Perpetual Troubleshooter’s
Manuals, Vols. 1, 2 and 3, Radio News, Radio,
QST, etc.

References to Advertisements in Contemporaneous Radio Publications e.g. Radio News, Radio, Popular Radio, QST.

References to Contemporaneous Trade Radio Set Directories e.g. Radio News’ Set Directory (1925)

References to Current Radio Collector Guides
Slusser 6th, Grinder 2nd, McMahon, through
1930.

References to Published Photographs
e.g., in Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios
(Bunis, 1- 4, Slusser 5 & 6), Vintage Radio

Circuit Type Regenerative, TRF, etc.

Table 3.
Radio Set Type Information in the BSC Prototype.
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Kent components and the Grebe company) and the
earlier Radio Age, other radio club publications,
Antique Radio Classified, etc.

3. Current Books – I plan to extract information and
add references to the Alan Douglas books, Radio
Manufacturers of the 1920’s, the Cones and Bryant
Zenith books, especially Zenith Radio – The Early
Years – 1919-1935, Ralph Williams’ AWA Review Vol.
12, “The Atwater Kent Radios,” and (with John
Wolkonowicz) A. Atwater Kent, the Man, the
Manufacturer and His Radios, and other books that
feature photographs of radios and/or technical informa-
tion.

Current Information Retrieval Capabilities

The information retrieval capabilities of the BSC
Prototype are a first guess, my own idea as to what
would be useful. As before, I would appreciate com-
ments, criticisms, and suggestions readers might have
that would enable me to make BSC as useful as
possible.

The current BSC Prototype is capable of three types of
query, or search, on the radio company and type
information.

First, the BSC allows queries on the radio company
table, allowing a collector to ask to see a list of radio
companies selected by location (city or state) and/or
year(s). The collector can then click on a listed
company name to see the information available on that
company, or click on the number of radio types listed
for a company to see a list of the radio types made by
the company, and on that list, the user can click on any
individual radio type to see the information available
on it. At each step the collector has the option of
printing a copy of what is displayed on the screen.

Second, the BSC allows queries on the radio type table,
allowing a collector to see a list of radio types (sorted
by company and year) by selected company, year(s),
circuit type, tube count, cabinet style, and/or guide
references. The collector can then click on a listed
company name to see the information available on that
company, or on a radio type identifier (usually a
company or trade name and model name or number) to
see all of the information available on that radio type.

Third, the BSC allows the user to enter a radio term, a
word that might be, or be part of, a company name,
trade name, or model name. The BSC will search in

turn company names, trade names, and model names to
find those that match or include the collector’s term,
and at each step show the user a list of the names found
and the opportunity to click on each of them to see the
available information on the particular company or
radio type.

For example, the user can click on Crosley, and the
screen will show notes on company history, location,
trade names used (Ace and Trirdyn), listing by year of
the types of radios made, and more. For the year 1923
the listing shows 25 different regenerative and TRF
models produced. If the user clicks on the Model XJ,
another screen will come up that will provide details
about that particular receiver, including knobs and
dials, type of circuit, number of tubes, and more.
Another available option is to get a complete listing of
all Crosley models made during the 1920s. If this
sounds intriguing, request a copy of the BSC and you
can investigate its many features at your leisure.

The BSC Prototype produces the following reports:

The first report is the Company List, with selected
items of information about all companies included in
the BSC company table (currently a 20-page report).
The collector can view the report, scrolling down the
list as desired, or print it out.

The second report is the Radio Company Detail
Report. The collector selects the desired company and
the BSC produces a report containing all of the
available information for that company, which the
collector can examine and/or print out.

The third report is the Radio Type Summary for
Selected Company report. The collector selects the
desired company, and the BSC produces a report
containing selected items of information about all of
the radio types made by that company, which the
collector can examine or print out. Some of the column
headings are self explanatory, but “D – K” means dials
and knobs (where “knobs” includes all controls bigger
than small switches), the four numbers under “Stages”
refer to Untuned RF amplifier, Tuned RF Amplifier,
Detector, and Audio Amplifier, and X’s in the “G,”
“T,” “P,” and “A” columns indicate the presence of at
least one guide, technical, photograph, or advertise-
ment reference.

The fourth report is the Radio Type Detail Report. The
collector selects a company, is shown a list of radio
types produced by that company, selects a radio type
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from the list, and the BSC produces a report containing
all of the available information for that radio type,
which the collector can examine or print out.

Plans for Further Work on the BSC

The work I plan to do on the BSC falls into several
categories.

First, I want to make improvements to the content of
the BSC tables and query and reporting capabilities
based on feedback from collectors willing to try the
BSC Prototype. Such feedback will be essential to the
success of the BSC and will be greatly appreciated.

Second, I plan to improve the quality and coverage of
the BSC content. I need to fix inconsistencies and
contradictions, fill gaps, and find and fix errors I have
made. I need to add depth from, and add references to,
invaluable sources like the books and references noted
earlier.

Third, I need to make the BSC available on the
Internet.

Fourth, I need to explore possible approaches to adding
pictures of radio types to the BSC itself.

Fifth, I intend to add a third table to the BSC, a table of
“Collection Sets,” the particular instances of radio
types that a collector has in his or her collection. The
idea is to include in the Collection Table additional
items of information about each of the particular sets in
a collection, such as serial number or other unique
identifier, when and where the set was acquired, its
condition at the time it was acquired, work done to
repair and/or restore it, its current condition, its
disposition, etc. The BSC would provide a
straightforward way for the collector to enter and
update/correct information about the radios in his or
her collection. This table would be linked to the other
two BSC tables, so that a collector could produce a list
of the sets in his or her collection that would include
information from all three tables or a report on a
particular set that would include all of the information
in all three tables pertaining to that radio. This would
allow the BSC to serve as an aid to the collector in
tracking his or her own battery sets as well as a general
reference tool to battery sets in general.

Finally, I am open to the possibility of producing a
hard copy form of the compendium if there is interest
in it, and for that I would have to recover production
costs.

Conclusion

The BSC Prototype is now available to interested
collectors on CD. If you would like to test drive it and
give me your comments, please contact me:

Greg Hunolt
N5412 State Hwy 57
Plymouth, WI 53073
email: ghunolt@excel.net
Phone: (920) 893-0422

Your interest and feedback would be greatly
appreciated! The CD package will include the BSC’s
Excel workbook and a Users’ Guide in Microsoft
Word. I will provide updates to the BSC to any
collectors who respond.

I’ve learned a lot as I have pursued the hobby during
the past five or six years, and expect to learn a great
deal more about 1920s battery sets by compiling
information (and pointers to information) into the BSC.
I hope I can also produce a resource that will prove
valuable to others who share my interest in these sets
and their place in radio history.
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The July 8-9 Michigan Antique Radio Club’s
annual Extravaganza lived up to its reputation as a

well-attended meet with a super flea market. The meet
organizers claim to have prepared over 1,000 name
tags for registrants and spouses. There must have been
a few no-shows, and there were probably never more
than five or six hundred participants in the field at any
one time, but it was still the biggest old radio flea
market that I know, and did not appear to be any
smaller than last year or lack energy.

Sometimes it rains at MAARC's RadioActivity, but in
Michigan it rains without warning! The flea marketing
on the first afternoon at Lansing was twice interrupted
by brief but heavy pop-up thunderstorms. We
fortunately took space inside the big top tent this year.

We had decided to make the 600-mile trip from
Virginia in our new diesel VW Jetta wagon that gets 44
mpg. That kind of fuel economy saved us over 50
percent in petrol versus the RadioVan, but it meant that
we were bringing only about one third of our usual
sales stock and no canopy for shade; hence the election
for space inside the big tent. We stayed cool and dry,
and the extra pedestrian traffic we experienced inside
the big top yielded sales about like we usually see at
Lansing, without the extra hassles.

The flea market got off to a rocky start for me. I was
out early (5 a.m.) on Friday, two hours ahead of the
sanctioned start time. Almost immediately I was beaten
by maybe 30 seconds to the buy of the day. A vendor
was unloading six or eight Catalins that had apparently
been in his collection for some time. It was obvious he
did not have a good handle on Catalin values; most
were over-priced, one was an incredible bargain. The
heavily red-marbled, green Fada 700 Cloud was a
stunning thing of beauty. The completely unmarred set
should have sold north of $2,000. It is a hard set to
find, usually cracked, and rarely found in green; and I
have never seen one with so much red or in such
perfect condition. The asking price was $1,100 and it
sold in front of me for a discount. Drat! Worse still, the
buyer flipped it later in the day for a double. My
consolation is that I know there is always a better one

out there to be found. Every dog has his day.

From this unrewarding and unnerving start, the day
could only improve. And it did. My next
disappointment was by far the lesser. I barely missed
the Fada sale because I took an extra minute or two to
arrange a time to meet with a seller who would be
unloading a pile of high-end transistor radios like those
I bought from him at last year’s Extravaganza. (See
September 2004 Radio Age, p. 9.) When I arrived at his
space well ahead of the appointed time, the boxes of
transistors were already out and a competitor was
completing his first triage through the little beauties.
Double Drat!!

It worked out OK, I guess. The other buyer took about
a dozen, but none that I was keen on. But unlike last
year, I found only two excellent-condition sets that
appealed to me—a black Starlite Celestra “blade” (Fig.
1) and a little green National germanium crystal set
from the ’50s, complete with the box (Fig. 2).

Fortunately, the germanium set was stored with the
attached earphone wires not touching the polystyrene
case. Those early earphone cords contain a plasticizer
that has a habit of chemically eating away any

Back to Lansing
Another Radio Extravaganza

Meet Report by Paul R. Farmer

Figure 1. Starlite Celestra, also informally named
“The Blade.”
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polystyrene they came in contact with. Many
germanium sets and 2-transistor Boys’ Radios carry
deep melt marks from that kind of contact. Elsewhere
in the flea market, I found a near-mint ivory Realtone,
branded Supreme (Fig. 3). Off-brand (re-branded)
Realtone transistor radios are a specialty of mine.

There were quite a few Catalins and a good number of
transistors offered in the flea market, and a number of
buyers of both. We sold a load of better-quality
transistor sets from our space, plus some collector
books and tubes, but not a single table set left our table.
Without selling some tables sets, I was going to have
trouble finding space in the Jetta for purchases.

I could not, however, resist a fabulous Emerson 564
Catalin in black for just $550 (Fig. 4). I have been
looking for this radio for some time. It is a relative of
the Emerson 540 series, also known as the
Emersonette. It will be perfect for the RadioActivity
2006 Old Equipment Contest if I can convince the
MAARC Board to bring back the color category and
make it black next year. I now have the Emerson model
564 in green and black colors, so all I need is the red
one; hopefully with great marbling and in top condition
at a bargain price!

I also found a beautiful 7-tube monaural Bell hi-fi
amplifier (2200C) with push-pull Tung-Sol 5881s in
the output, massive transformers, and a great pre-amp
section with numerous inputs, circa 1958 and near-
mint, for only $135 (Fig. 5). I plan to put this amp into
service in a system dedicated to playing collectible
shellac (78-rpm records).

Figure 2. The National ER-86 germanium crystal set.

Figure 3. Realtone with Supreme brand.

Figure 4. Emerson Model 564, black Catalin.

Figure 5. Bell 2200C monaural Hi-Fi amplifier, 1950s.
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all the controls in the front behind doors, except for a
separate 42-50 mc FM tuner/dial under a lid on the top
right. (See Mark Stein’s Pre-War Consoles, p. 85.) It
was in great shape, with nicely figured veneer and just
the top refinished. I could have gotten it cheaply, but
sadly, I was not up to tying it on the roof of a brand
new car. (The RadioVan has its merits.)

The owner of the GE was asking $275; then $175. It
would not sell. He wasn’t going to take it home, so it
went into the auction. With the Jetta all the way
packed, we left for home before the auction got under
way. The GE probably sold for $25-50. It had an
unusual single-ended 6Y6G, which could run in the 6-
12 watt zone. GE made some neat consoles in the ’40s
with beautiful dials. There was one problem with this
one—the FM dial drive was missing some link or gear
that makes the tuning capacitor turn and the pointer go.

There were lots of consoles in the flea market, some
great early Frankart-style radio lamps in the $250
range, several knob sellers, a few chairsides, a bit of
quality audio, and scads and scads of table sets of
course. A couple of mirror sets were seen. One major
dealer had a decent 7-sided Sparton mirror set for
$3,000...no one was laughing; but they weren’t
reaching for their wallets either. Another key dealer
had a pretty nice metal Hallicrafters TV for $400. I got
a nicer wood version from him at Rochester last year
for $250. I didn’t see any other decent TVs, just
messed-up Predictas.

Also in the flea market were some good early sets
including numerous AK breadboards. The best of the
Model 10s went for around $1200. None of the others
were worth more than $700-800, if that. Top quality
AK boards are still bringing strong prices; but the
market is depressed for lesser quality boards.

The Michigan Club (MARC) ran another good contest,
but the number of entries was way down from last
year, partly due to the fewer number of categories and
the fact that most were for Michigan radios.
MAARC’s Gary Alley had a beautiful, obscure 2-dialer
that took a first. There was no transistor category this
year, and I have had little luck with their Open
category in previous years, so I didn’t enter anything
for the first time in a long while. I had wanted to enter
my Hoffman P410 (See p. 1 of this issue) and try to
extend my streak of blue ribbons there; I WILL enter it
at Rochester, with some new material.

Also representing MAARC were Tim Danforth, Milt
Margolis, Chong Ong, and Director Bill Goodwin.

The last major piece of equipment I found was a near-
mint Drake SW-4A ($150) for my office, where I
already have R-4C and SPR-4 receivers, an FS-4
synthesizer, and a pair of MSR speakers, all by Drake
from the early ’70s.

Of course, flea markets always yield many minor
goodies that I won’t go into, except to mention the
little 8-transistor, cowhide J.C. Penney model 629 set
that I got for just $3. The set is from 1963, the last year
the U.S. government required radios to have civil
defense station dial markings. This purchase
demonstrates a theme of mine; namely that you can
collect wonderful, interesting, top-condition, old radios
for virtually no money at all. Some sets are just
unloved by mainstream collectors. A set like this is
usually in horrible condition and always ignored. But
this diminutive set (8” by 6” by 3 ¼”) is in almost
perfect cosmetic condition and has a very handsome,
crisp, balanced design. I am happy to display it
alongside any wood or plastic set, including Catalins. It
really is a beauty.

Oh, yes, I shouldn’t forget; I found a minty pair of
working Continental Radio Telephones (a.k.a., walkie-
talkies) for (grandson) Wayne-Wayne. He is going to
need them in order to stay in touch with mom on his
ascents of Mt. Hi-Fi. (See p. 7 of the March 2005 issue
of Radio Age for the rest of that story.) These walkie-
talkies are another example of inexpensive
collecting—the handsome Continentals were just $5
for the pair! (Of course they won’t be handsome
anymore when Wayne-Wayne is done with them.)

Under the heading of things I did not buy, there was an
interesting 1940, 16-tube, GE JFM-165 console with

Figure 6. J. C. Penney Model 629 cowhide-cased
transistor radio, 1963.
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For Sale: Atwater Kent Model 46
radio in working order, with original
speaker. Excellent cabinet and interior
condition. Must see and hear to appre-
ciate. $150. Michael Cross, 304
Hollyberry Road, Severna Park, MD
21146, (410) 647-4952.

For Sale: Simpson 269 Multimeter
This is a very accurate laboratory-type
meter with 100,000 ohms/volt input
impedance on DC and 5000 ohms/volt
on AC, with mirror dial scale, in
perfect condition. Asking $50. Dale R
Johnston, dalejohn@carr.org,

For Sale: Excellent+ working Drake
SPR-4 receiver, $375. Excellent Bose
501s, Series 3 speakers, $275. NIB

Sansui TU-S77AMX digital synthe-
sizer AM/FM Tuner w/manual, $60.
World's greatest colorful plastic radios
and collector books at MAARC
meetings. Wanted: Buying all
Catalins, colored Plaskon sets, early
transistors, unbuilt NIB Heathkits and
Knight Kits, mint National communi-
cations receivers, rare and mint
Hallicrafters. AK breadboards. Mint
National and Hallicrafters TVs. Best
prices anywhere paid for your excep-
tional quality sets. We aggressively
service Want Lists. We place auction
bids on commission. We sell radio
collector books. We liquidate estates
and collections. We are experienced
estate appraisers. Our reputation is

everything. Satisfaction always
guaranteed. Time Out of Mind Radio.
Paul Farmer, PO Box 352,
Washington, VA 22747-0352; (540)
987-8759; oldradiotime@hotmail.com.

Wanted: Clean original Neutrowound
radio. BC-611 WWII walkie talkie.
Jewell brand tube testers (not set
testers). Crosley bulls-eye radio, tan /
copper in color (model D-10TN). Bill
Jewell, 433 Lakeland Road N.,
Severna Park, MD 21146, (410) 271-
8280 or email: OldRadios@aol.com.

Wanted: DuMont Model RA-112
console TV set. Michael Pasko, 467
Amboy Avenue, Woodbridge, NJ
07095, (732) 634-6220, email:
Mike269Sparks@aol.com.

Classified Ads
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month,
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication.
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed.

There was no usual MAARC members’ flea market
happy hour, in part because of a commitment Kathy
and I had to dine with the Hunolts in the interesting
town of Marshall, about 40 miles southwest of
Lansing. Marshall has a lot of history and archi-
tectural delights. At one time the town competed to
be the capital of Michigan. It lost out to Lansing of
course.

Greg Hunolt, MARC and MAARC member from
Wisconsin, formerly of Bethesda, Maryland, gave me
a pre-release CD-ROM test version of his battery-set
database compendium. [See p. 6 of this issue. -
Editor] Greg is trying to document every ’20s battery
set that he can in this big database. He has over 4,000
entries already. This is going to be a great resource
for ’20s collectors when it becomes generally
available. Greg intends to have it hosted on the web
and available free to collectors.

The flea market at Extravaganza is so large and so

(Continued from page 14) good, it is hard to break away for the indoor
programs. The one I especially wanted to attend was
Sparton’s History in Broadcast Radio. Alas, chasing
transistor radios, Catalins, audio gear, and
communications receivers took precedence.

Next year, if you can make it to only two major radio
events, make it to MAARC’s RadioActivity and
MARC’s Extravaganza. And if you can make it to
only one event, …well, make it RadioActivity! ■

Reminisce Magazine
Includes a MAARC Member

The July/August 2005 issue of Reminisce (a
nostalgia magazine) included (p 44) a brief
write-up about MAARC member Barry
Cheslock's 1941 radio-phonograph. Barry got it
as a birthday present and still has it.
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MAARC Your Calendar!

Sun., Aug. 21 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m.

Sept. 10-11 Gaithersburg FAR Hamfest, Montgomery Cty. Agr.
Center (Gaithersburg, MD Fairgrounds)

Sun. Sept. 18 MAARC Fall Mini-meet and Mooney estate auction,
at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Burtonsville,
MD. Flea market at 9 a.m., auction around noon.

Sun. Oct. 2 Columbia Amateur Radio Assoc. Hamfest, Howard Cty.
Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD.

Sun., Oct. 16 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m.

Sun., Nov. 20 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 18 MAARC meeting at the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Burtonsville, MD, tailgating at noon, meeting at 2 p.m.

(For a more complete hamfest calendar, with more details, click on
“Hamfests” at www.arrl.org.)
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