
The Emerson Model 868 Miracle Wand
Four Transistors in a Lunch Box

Early Transistor Radio Technology the Easy Way

© 2006 PAUL R. FARMER

Emerson was an early and prolific American producer of transistor radios. The company's transistor radio
designs included several "lunch box" models, so named for their large size, general shape, and handle on top. The
Model 868 was perhaps their most stylish lunch box. Emerson preferred to call it the Miracle Wand.

You have to wonder what Emerson and
most other American manufacturers of

early transistor radios were thinking. Even with
its four-inch speaker, the Emerson 868 has a lot
of cabinet for four little transistors.

So why didn't Emerson take advantage of the
small size of transistors to build smaller sets?
Actually, they did. Emerson's first all-transistor
radio, their Model 549, was almost pocket size.
But most Emerson transistor radios were over-
sized right through the golden age of transistor
radios, 1954-1963. There are several reasons for
this.

When Texas Instruments collaborated with
I.D.E.A. (Industrial Development Engineering
Associates) to bring the first transistor radio, the
Regency TR-1, to market, American radio

(Continued on page 3)
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ABOUT MAARC and RADIO AGE. Radio Age became
the monthly newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio

Club in June 1994. Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and
Radio Age were separate publications.

Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next available issue
after the membership application and dues are received. Dues
are $20 per year in the US, $30 in Canada, and $45 elsewhere,
all payable in US dollars. Two-year, three-year, and life
memberships are available; contact the Membership Chair (see
column at left). All checks are payable to MAARC and, for new
members, must accompany the membership application, which
is available from the Membership Chair or the MAARC website
(www.maarc.org). If you change your mailing address, email, or
phone number, please notify the Membership Chair immediately
so corrections can be made to Radio Age’s mailing list. The Post
Office will not forward your newsletters.

Back issues of the MAARC Newsletter from Vol. I, No. 1
(August 1984) and most issues of Radio Age from Vol. 1, No. 1
(October 1975) are available for $2.50 each postpaid from the
Membership Chair. Make checks payable to MAARC.

Submissions to Radio Age are welcomed. Typewritten copy is
preferred to handwritten. Articles should be submitted in PC
format via email or on a 3.5-inch diskette in ASCII (such as
WordPad), MS Word (Windows), RTF, or Word Perfect format,
without fancy formatting, because the editors will have to
modify it anyway. Photographs, if hardcopy, should be high
quality black and white or color. Softcopy graphics files should
be in TIFF or JPEG formats; contact the editors for further
guidance. Send your submission to either editor and include
your name, address, phone, and email.

MAARC MONTHLY MEETINGS. MAARC is currently
seeking a new meeting place. For the remainder of 2006
meetings will be held at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center, Davidsonville, MD (map below). From U.S. 50, take
MD 424 south for 2.5 miles. Turn left on MD 214 for 0.6 miles,
and angle left on Queen Anne Bridge Road for 1.7 miles. The
entrance will be on your left.

Map — Davidsonville Family
Recreation Center (not to scale)
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manufacturers were not convinced that small, pocket
sets with their poor sound quality was the way to go.
Large transistor sets from Raytheon, Zenith, Emerson,
and others, with their tube-set-sized speakers, produced
a far more pleasing sound than the Regency TR-1 or
the Japanese pocket sets entering the market.

The U.S. manufacturers were mistaken, however, to
believe that sound quality was what Americans were
after in a portable set, or was what would sell.1 It did
sell to a point. But the early market for transistor radios
was, to a great extent, teenagers. What they wanted
was easy portability and long battery life, and their
listening choice was rock 'n' roll—not a sound track
that demanded quality sound reproduction. Most
American manufacturers never did get the message that
pocket sets were going to be the rule for portable
transistor radios, and before long production of
transistor radios went almost completely off-shore to
Japan, in part a result of this inability of U.S.
manufacturers to gauge the market.2

American radio makers did recognize that the fastest,
cheapest way to tool up the transistor radio industry
was to take portable tube radios and plug transistors in.
Olympic did exactly that—taking an existing tube
portable and soldering transistors into the tube sockets
for its Model 447. Circuit changes were required of
course, but cabinet, chassis, tube sockets, speaker, and
numerous other major components could be used right
from the design of the donor set. Most other companies
substituted transistor sockets for the tube sockets, but
the more parts that stayed the same, the quicker and
cheaper the transition could be made. For most early
American transistor sets, the chassis came in steel, the
tuning capacitors were the same ones used in portable
tube radios, and the IF transformers came in the same
old metal cans.

Battery space was another consideration. Early transis-
tors were not as power efficient as they would later
become. Large nine-volt batteries (two large nine-volt
batteries in the case of the Emerson 868!) stretched the
interval between battery changes.

The Emerson Model 868, also known as the Miracle
Wand because of its rotating antenna-in-the-handle of
the same name, was introduced in 1957. Though not up
to flamboyant Japanese styling standards, American
transistor radios had (and still have) their own aesthetic
appeal. The Emerson 868 is a good example, with its
brightly contrasting color schemes, its attractive hori-
zontal and angled lines, and its detailed grid patterns

(Continued from page 1)

evident in the figures on this page—a nod to ‘50s post-
modern styling. It was available in several two-tone
color combinations.

The set is big. Overall dimensions are 10 1/8 by 10 by
3 5/8 inches. Including the two large 9-volt batteries
shown in the figure on page 4, it weighs in at 5 1/2 lbs.

Emerson 868 detail. ALL-TRANSISTOR meant four
transistors.

Model 868 detail. Attractive front panel styling reveals
post-modern design influence.
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Technology and Culture Combine in the Launch of the Transistor Radio

In the postwar period from about 1947 to 1960, an interesting relationship played out among several themes
of the day: the evolution of the portable radio, the ascendancy of television, the introduction of FM radio,
the invention of the transistor, the growth of a prosperous middle class, the conduct of the Cold War, the
rise of rock 'n' roll music, and the transmogrification of AM radio.3

Each of these themes has technological components and cultural implications. The interrelated influences
among them are more complex than might be apparent at first glance. The outcomes are further
complicated by American cultural diversity of the time: racial, generational, religious, geographic, socio-
economic.

It may seem straightforward that the adoption of the portable transistor radio played a leading role in the
success of rock 'n' roll music with American teenagers. But it is equally apparent that the success of the
portable transistor radio was due in no small measure to the adoption of rock 'n' roll music. Television (and
to a lesser extent FM radio) captured AM radio broadcast entertainment audiences, especially during prime
time evening viewing hours. Negro gospel and blues music of the 1950s contributed to the birth of rock 'n'
roll, which in turn helped define a cultural niche for a generation of white and black Americans—the baby
boom generation.

By 1954, with the Cold War in full swing, with American teenagers eager for a cultural identity
differentiating them from their parents, with growing teen influence on the buying habits of those parents,
and with a big push by Texas Instruments to demonstrate the real potential of transistor technology, the first
transistor radio was brought to market. The Regency TR-1, while not an overwhelming commercial success
with about 100,000 sets sold, was a big technological leap forward and the beginning of the realization of a
long-in-coming cultural imperative—the pocket portable radio.

The course of transistor radio development (the technical engineering, industrial design, styling, use, and
marketing) moved along several lines, quickly resulting in a huge proliferation of remarkably interesting
and attractive models covering a decade from 1954 to 1964. The many surviving examples provide the
basis for an ardent fraternity of collectors to research, study, acquire, and appreciate.

The retail price for the set was about $40 originally,
which is toward the low end for transistor radios at
that time. The scarcity of the set today suggests that
not many were sold. Perhaps poor sales led Emerson
to discontinue production after a short run, or maybe
Emerson found the model to be unprofitable and
moved on. In any case, it is a difficult set for collec-
tors to find, especially in excellent condition or
better. This is one of those radio models that seemed
to get a lot of abuse, with very few lightly used
examples surviving. I am not aware of any original
boxes in collectors’ hands, although one may surface
at some point.

In the period of early transistor radio production,
from 1954 to about 1958, manufacturers offered
examples with every possible transistor count from
one to eight transistors. During the first part of that
period, transistors were especially expensive to

Inside the 868. Two hefty, big-block 9-volt batteries
provided long run-time between changes.
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given here are the more standard numbers for the same
or equivalent devices, as identified in Sams.

5. Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc. Servicing Transistor
Radios, TSM-7 (Indianapolis, 1960).

6. American radio manufacturers did have some
experience with marketing a pocket portable radio.
Before the invention of the transistor, a Raytheon-
Belmont attempt to mass-produce and mass-market the
first pocket radio, the 1945 Belmont Boulevard, failed
to gain traction with American consumers. At that time,
neither the cultural imperative of a pocket portable
radio nor the enabling technologies were mature
enough to bring it off. Sales of the Boulevard probably
never got beyond the 5,000 mark.

___________

Author Paul Farmer collects early Japanese and
American transistor radios, colorful plastic radios of
all kinds, mint National communications receivers, a
few early battery sets, consumer hi-fi equipment from
the 1950s and 60s, and a wide range of rare and
obscure radios. His definitive article on the
development and collecting of the world’s first
transistor radio, the Regency TR-1, appeared as the
lead article in AWA Review 17. Paul is also MAARC’s
Membership Officer and former Vice President. His
contact information can be found on page 2 of this
issue. ■

produce. This gave manufacturers a strong incentive to
design transistor radios with a limited number of
stages, saving cost on other parts as well.

The four-transistor Emerson 868 operates on the AM
broadcast band only, of course, and has the following
circuit configuration: 2N486 converter, 2N484 IF
amplifier, 1N295 crystal diode second detector, 2N362
AF amplifier/driver, and 2N631 output.4 The set uses
transistor sockets, but interestingly, the 2N631 audio
output transistor was wired into its socket with long
leads, then bent around the side of the steel chassis and
bolted to it (see figure to the right). This appears to
have been done to provide cooling for the output
transistor, using the chassis as a heat sink. Audio-
power-output transistors do produce significant heat,
and this little guy in its tiny can did not have much
ability to dissipate it. In this application, it was
provided with a slip-on metal collar/clip and machine
screw to hold it to the chassis and transfer heat.

The Emerson 868 circuit is equivalent to a five-tube
AC/DC set of the time, but lacks the output power of a
conventional tube set. Battery operation eliminates the
need for a power rectifier, AC line filtering, and major
heat dissipation strategies. Schematic, parts list, and
service information can be found in Sams TSM-7.5

American manufacturers "got" the technical side of
transistor radio introduction—they produced good-
sounding transistor radios that achieved acceptable
battery life at a competitive price point, and made the
transition with little effort and low cost. But they did
not "get" the marketing side of transistor radio
introduction. Instead of testing and measuring the
market, they imagined it. Without marketing data, they
imagined inaccurately.6 American manufacturers took
an engineering approach rather than a human approach
to the transistor radio. The rest is history.

Endnotes

1. An example of their thinking can be gleaned from
Gorman, Robert. “New Portable Radios: How to
Choose Wisely,” Popular Science, August 1957.

2. Also in part due to superior Japanese styling and
lower unit labor costs.

3. For more insight on the interaction of some of these
themes, see especially, Schiffer, Michael Brian. The
Portable Radio in American Life (Tucson, 1991).

4. Emerson used its own numbering system. Those

Chassis detail shows the output transistor bolted to
the chassis frame for cooling—an effective heat sink.
Note the spaghetti-insulated middle lead for the tran-
sistor.
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a mobile emergency communications platform. (The
trailer also provided living space.) Equipment donated
by the local electric company and others was sufficient
to equip several HF and VHF operating positions. A
45-foot crank-up tower was strapped to the roof, along
with various antennas, and an emergency generator
provided power.

As the group was frantically preparing the trailer for
their departure, they observed that the brakes on the
trailer had a serious problem. Naturally, such problems
always occur on a Sunday when many stores are
closed. Luckily, one of the CCECG people was able to
locate the repair parts, the repair was made, and the
crew was able to depart on Monday morning,
September 6.

They had been told to report to the Montgomery,
Alabama, Red Cross Operations Center. From there,
the crew was dispatched to Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Along the way they noted convoys of help coming
from all parts of the country, e.g., fifty ambulances
from the New York City area with signs saying,
"Helping Katrina Victims Because New York Cares."
Joe said, "It was pretty touching." People passing by
honked and waved at Joe and his colleagues.

Upon arrival in Vicksburg, they were immediately
dispatched to the Gulfport, Mississippi, area, where the
need was greater. They arrived Tuesday evening,
parked near an elementary school filled with scores of
refugees, and bedded down for the night. The next day
the trailer was in full operation in Long Beach,
relaying messages between another shelter and the
Gulfport Operations Center. There was no phone
service in the area, either wired phones or cell phone
service, so the emergency communications provided by
the CCECG trailer were sorely needed.

Joe commented that the shelter was filled with about
150 people, approximately 1/3 white, 1/3 black, and
1/3 Hispanic, and everyone worked together in
complete harmony, pitching in for whatever was
needed to keep the place going. Kathy Koester worked
14-hour days in the kitchen. There was no gas in the
kitchen with which to cook, so meals were military
MREs (meals ready to eat), canned fruit, plus some hot

Thousands of Americans have gone to the Gulf
Coast to help with Hurricane Katrina relief.

MAARC members have been among those who have
pitched in and given generously of their time and
energy. I know of at least three of our members who
have done so:

 Joe Koester
 Bill Goodwin
 Tony Young

Our hats are off to these individuals who have lived out
the "Good Samaritan" story of the New Testament.
There may be other MAARC members who have also
traveled to the Gulf to lend a hand. If you were among
them, please let me know, and I will publish an
updated list of volunteers. You certainly deserve credit
for what you have done.

MAARC founder and first president Joe Koester
(W4NSA) currently lives in Crossville, Tennessee. Joe
had a request to document his experiences, and he sent
me a copy of his write-up. This article relates its
highlights.

Just after the hurricane struck, the American Radio
Relay League (ARRL) and the American Red Cross
called for ham operator volunteers to travel to the Gulf
to assist with emergency communications. Joe has
always been the sort of person to help others in trouble,
so he answered the call, and rounded up colleagues to
go along. His wife, Kathy, was the first to agree to join
the excursion. Joe's friends Pete Tiffany (KT4BW) and
Ed Daszkiewicz (N0EPD) volunteered to go along. Ed
is legally blind, but that did not slow him down in the
slightest; in fact, he had extensive experience passing
traffic in MARS (the Military Affiliate Radio System),
and upon his arrival in Mississippi, was tapped to be a
principal Red Cross communicator between Gulfport
and Montgomery.

Fortunately, the hams in the Crossville area were well
prepared for such an event. Joe and his fellow hams
had formed the Cumberland County (Tennessee)
Emergency Communications Group (CCECG), which
had purchased a 31-foot long Airstream travel trailer
earlier in the year and spent many hours outfitting it as

MAARC Members Assist Katrina Victims
BY BRIAN BELANGER (BASED ON MATERIAL FROM JOE KOESTER)
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food brought in from a nearby kitchen that did have
working stoves available, staffed by a Baptist men’s
group. Local water supplies were contaminated, so
people had to rely on bottled water brought in by the
tractor-trailer load. Water for washing was scarce, so
hand sanitizer was used before eating meals.

Joe met police officers and other volunteers from
Florida, Michigan, Maryland, New Mexico, and other
places. "It looked like a law enforcement convention!"

When there were breaks from handling message traffic,
Joe and Pete helped unload trucks and served food.

After a few days their trailer was redeployed and
became the Gulfport Operations Command communi-
cations facility at Red Cross Headquarters in Gulfport.
The amount of traffic was extremely high there, and so
several additional ham volunteers from elsewhere were
located to help Joe and Pete keep up with the
workload. Joe said, "We became an integral part of the
Red Cross team and were regularly attending the
morning meetings . . .We definitely earned our pay."

Kathy stayed in Long Beach to help in the cafeteria
there and bunked with two Red Cross nurses, one from
California and another from Florida.

Joe made a trip to Bay St. Louis to retrieve some radio
equipment that others had left there. He said the
devastation along the way was the worst he had seen.
Bridges over U.S. Highway 90 were completely gone;
there was debris everywhere. In the Long Beach and
Gulfport areas there was a wall of debris 10 to 15 feet
high along a former railroad line paralleling the Gulf—
parts of homes, cars, trees, and miscellaneous personal
belongings. All underground utilities will need to be
replaced. Only the foundations of many homes and
apartments remained. It was near total devastation. Not
only were homes lost, but jobs, too, when the
businesses were destroyed. While people’s lives were
in turmoil, they were so grateful for the efforts of the
volunteers.

In spite of the miserably hot and humid weather, Joe
and Pete had showers only twice during the
deployment. A shower consisted of a beer can with
holes punched in it on the end of a garden hose, in an
outdoor space behind a school where the garbage cans
were cleaned. The ultra-fastidious need not apply!

After more than a week, two reinforcements from the
CCECG arrived in the area from Tennessee. The trailer
was moved again to a new deployment location in
Woolmarket, Mississippi. Team Two from Tennessee

The radio-equipped Airstream trailer that Joe Koester and his ham colleagues took to the Gulf Coast.
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example, that in the chaos of a situation like this, each
radio operator needed a good pair of headphones. They
resolved to replace their desktop computer with
laptops, and get a programmable repeater.

Joe commented, "We also came to appreciate even
more all that we have, and a lot that we take for
granted. An experience like this brings out the best in
people, and almost without exception, we saw the best.
We would encourage anyone who has the opportunity,
to get involved when the need arises. It is one of the
most rewarding experiences you will ever have."

Joe, Bill, and Tony, all of us in MAARC commend you
for what you have done. It also reminds us once again
that radio is truly a critical technology for human
activity. ■

brought digital communications equipment with them,
which made it possible to increase security and send
graphics files, and that capability represented a major
improvement. Digital traffic quickly surpassed voice
transmissions by a factor of seven to one. Those served
by Joe and his team said, "We would not have been
able to do our job as well without your support
communications service."

As cell phone service was gradually restored to the
area, the need for the CCECG people decreased, and
eventually it was time to pack up the trailer and head
back to Tennessee. While the trailer and the equipment
it housed worked well, this experience proved to be a
real test of all components, and the team returned to
Tennessee with plenty of good ideas about how their
emergency communication capability could be further
improved for the next emergency. They discovered, for

Joe Koester (left) and his colleagues hard at work relaying messages for the Red Cross.
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This has been one tough year. On the up side, we
had a great swapmeet in June (RadioActivity

2006) that brought out a radio celebrity. That celebrity
is Cynthia Abrams Hochman, the daughter of
Benjamin Abrams. If you’re unfamiliar with that name,
Ben Abrams bought Emerson Radio and Phonograph in
1922 and made the company into a very successful and
profitable company that made money even during the
Depression. Cynthia shared with the banquet guests
memories of her life in the “Emerson” household.
Folks commented that it was the best meet since 1994.

On the downside of events, we lost our regular meeting
place (the Burtonsville Seventh Day Adventist Church
where we have met for the past 15 years). Our
temporary meeting place for the remainder of this year
is the Davidsonville [MD] Family Recreation Center,
where we have held several past meetings. That
location works well for the Radio & Television
Museum/Radio History Society because our auctions
will see a lot of their surplus equipment in the next
several months. The Sully Station Community Center
in northern Virginia was available, but we didn’t want
to compete with swimmers and all the cars that would
fill the parking lot during the hot summer months.
Some of our Board members are exploring other
possible options for meeting places. The good news in
all of this is that we do have it under control and
several options are available.

The slate of officers and board members will look very
similar to last year’s membership with the exception of
Steve Hansman stepping down as vice-president due to
some health issues. For a time I was worried that we
had no one willing to fill Steve's shoes, but fortunately,
at the July Board meeting, Willie Sessoms expressed a
willingness to serve as vice president again, as he has
in the past.

We have begun planning for RA (RadioActivity) 07
with the theme idea of “catalog order and department
store radios”. That would include radio brands such as
Silvertone (Sears), Airline (Montgomery Ward), and
Knight (Allied Radio). We haven’t firmed that up yet
so don’t get things ready for the OEC quite yet. We are
also exploring shifting the meet to an earlier or later
time to obtain a cheaper room rate. We also have the
opportunity to get a very large tent for the flea market,
but we’ll need to study the economics of that a little
more. In the next issue, I’ll give you some insight into
what it takes to put on a big meet. ■

Service Data Available!
The Radio & Television Museum Library
contains a huge collection of service data.
(MAARC’s extensive library was merged with
the Museum library.) Photocopy packages are
available for most radio and TV sets prior to
the 1960s, and some later ones. Photocopies of
manuals for many models of test equipment
and other gear (Heathkit, EICO, RCA, etc.) can
also be had, as well as copies of articles from
magazines such as QST, Radio News, Popular
Electronics, and many others. It is best to
phone or email inquiries to museum librarian
Brian Belanger (see page 2), who will check
the availability of the data for your set(s)
before you order.

Radio service data: $3 for the first model and
$2 for each subsequent model in same order.
TV service data: depends on number of pages.
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax to
total. Make checks payable to “Radio
History Society.” Order from:

Librarian
Radio-Television Museum
2608 Mitchellville Road
Bowie, MD 20716

And now, you can pay via Paypal! Instructions
provided via email.

Musings of a Radio Club President
BY GEOFF SHEARER

If you know of a potential place to hold MAARC
meetings, please contact Geoff Shearer. Require-
ments are: 1) large parking lot, 2) large meeting
room on the same level, with tables and chairs
available, 3) centrally located easy to reach location
near major highways, and 4) affordable rent.
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M ilitary technical manuals of WW II vintage
occasionally contained cartoons to add a bit of

graphic interest or press home a point. Signal Corps
publications of circa 1943 vintage, particularly those
that were intended for radio operators in addition to
repairmen, had drawings advising them not to do
things like gassing-up a vehicle while transmitting, or
talking too loudly or softly into the microphone, or
expecting the radio to perform well in unsatisfactory
terrain. The drawings often showed "the wise sergeant"
instructing, or chewing-out, the radio student. A news
item of the day in Radio News magazine described the
efforts of a captain in charge of publications at Ft.
Monmouth to spice-up his manuals this way.

The Navy was more strait-laced, rarely using such
devices. And the Signal Corps largely abandoned this
practice early in 1944. For example, the 1943 manual
on the SCR-506A vehicular HF liaison radio carried
seven cartoon illustrations. The 1944 reissue, while
richly illustrated with drawings and photos of the gear,
had none. The "cartoon era" was over.

By contrast, Australian, British, Canadian, and even
German manuals relied heavily and consistently on
cartoons for emphasis, again pointed mainly at
operators more than the (more cerebral?) repair person-
nel.

The examples in this article show mainly Signal Corps
examples of this art form. Tech manual numbers are
shown. ■

“Humor in Uniform” - Tech Manual Art
BY LUDWELL SIBLEY

From TM 11-850. Note the stilted military wording:
“Repairs shouldn’t be attempted . . .”

From TM 11-245, SCR-511 (BC-745) Radio Set,
1943.

From TM 11-630, SCR-506A HF liaison radio, 1943.
(Don’t fill a gas tank near a transmitter in operation.)
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(Left) From TO12R5-
2CRT-3-2, Radio Set AN/
CRT-3, 1955. This rare
late example shows the
numerous hazards of
using the “Gibson Girl”
emergency transmitter,
with its hot-running hydro-
gen generator, possible
hydrogen leaks, and light-
ning-prone antenna.
While this set met a
critical rescue need in the
1950s, it would not meet
today’s consumer product
safety requirements!

(Right) From TM 11-509, SCR-522 and -542
radio sets. This cartoon was standard boiler
plate in manuals for ground radios. It is
surprising that it was included in the manual
for the SCR-522, which was an aircraft set!

(Below) From TM 11-630.
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(Left) From TM 11-
630

(Right) From TM 11-850, BC-
312-series radio receivers,
March 1944.

(Left) From TO 08-10-109 (?), 1942, SCR-695
IFF (identification, friend or foe) set. The hapless
radio ops get chewed out for not switching the
set off when not in use.
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These two cartoons seem to contradict each other. The one on the left, from the manual AN16-30, ARC5-2, Vol.
1, for the AN/ARC-5 radio set warns pilots not to shout into the microphone, whereas the one on the right from
TM 11-630 recommends speaking up.

(Left) From TM 11-630.

(Right) From TM-11-630.
This “Listen for the weak
calls - They pay off !” cartoon
has appeared on T-shirts
worn at military radio
collector meets.

(Left) From TM-660. The caption reads,
Don’t let your antenna rest against
branches. They’ll cut your range.

(Right) From TM 11-660. Being down in
the valley is not the ideal spot for
transmitting.



Radio Age  August 2006 Visit MAARC’s web site at www.maarc.org page 14

I t is February 1988 and you have just received your
MAARC Newsletter, printed, of course, on our

trademark light blue paper. There is a 22-cent stamp on
the front, the going rate for first-class postage at the
time. We learn from membership chairman Brian
Belanger that we now have over 455 members, 115 of
whom—a record number—attended the January
meeting, held, as usual, in the main cafeteria of the
Applied Physics Laboratory of The Johns Hopkins
University in Laurel, Maryland.

The feature article is Part 3 of a series called "The
Catalin Corner," the definitive treatment of those
colorful, collectible radios, written by Ed Lyon, then,
as now, a prolific author. Probably most surprising to
us today is the fact that we were selling new 6U5
Magic Eye tubes for $6.00, but only 20 to a customer!
(At the January meeting we sold $450 worth of them.)

Newsletter publisher Jonathan Cohen works his usual
magic in producing graphics for us, as well as coining
the expression "MAARC Your Calendars," which we

MAARC Memories
BY TED HANNAH (K3CL)

The above ad appeared in the February 1988
MAARC Newsletter. Special deals like this are
another good reason to belong to MAARC. Try to find
a 6U5 for $6 today!

still use. Rounding out the 10-page issue are names of
new members, president Joe Koester's "For The
Record," a piece called "Tube Talk" by yours truly,
and a page of want ads. ■

Pictures from
RadioActivity 2006

(Thanks to Joe Koester for the photos!)

Below: Buford and Jane Chidester’s wonderful flea market
display of magnificently restored cone speakers. On the
right: two shots of Rod Matzko’s impressive display of

Emerson radios at the banquet. Our banquet this year may
have brought together the finest display of Emerson radios

ever assembled in one place. (Note the Mae West
Emerson radio accompanied by the photo of Mae West!)
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For Sale: Motorola Model 5A9UB
radio (1948)—like the Model 5A7A
pictured on page 163 of Collector's
Guide to Antique Radios, 6th Ed.
Works! Limited edition 23x27-inch
print, professionally framed, titled
"Home Entertainment." Features
Edison standard phonograph, Edison
cylinder records, stereoscope, and
dominoes. Hand signed and numbered
by artist James Tardy, in pencil, with
Certificate of Authenticity. Neon
unicorn (filled with argon gas—glows
blue) on black plexiglass case, 31x31
inches, by famous Rudi Stern of "Let
There be Neon," New York City, 1975.
Beautiful! All but neon piece can be
brought to MAARC meetings. Make
offers. Gerald Schneider, 3101
Blueford Road, Kensington, MD
20895-2726, (301) 929-8593.

Services: Professional restorations for
all TUBE TYPE antique table radios,
floor model consoles, cathedrals,
tombstones, battery sets,
communication receivers and music
amplifiers. Complete overhauls to
factory specifications. Lacquer
sprayed, hand rubbed cabinet
refinishing. Reasonable rates. Free
estimates. UPS/USPS/FEDEX/
TRUCK shipments accepted. 4 year
warranty on new parts. Bob Eslinger/
KR1U, ANTIQUE RADIO
RESTORATION & REPAIR, 20 Gary
School Road, Pomfret Center, CT
06259. Hours: 9am-5pm eastern,
Tuesday through Saturday. Telephone/
fax: 860-928-2628. E-mail:
Bob@oldradiodoc.com. Please come
visit us on the web at http://
www.oldradiodoc.com or stop by
when in the New England area.

For Sale: E.H. Scott Imperial Allwave
23, 5-knob version, two chassis plus
speaker, excellent chrome, minor
mods, missing 2A3s, no cabinet, $800.
Zenith 10S464 in excellent condition,
original cabinet finish, professionally
restored chassis, $275. Excellent+
working Drake SPR-4, $375. Near-
mint Pioneer TX-970 Digital
Synthesizer AM/FM Tuner, $60.
World's greatest colorful plastic radios
and collector books at MAARC
meetings. Wanted: Near-mint Sony
TR-55, $8,000. Near-mint Pearlescent
Regency TR-1s: Meridian Blue, Pearl
White $2,000; Pink, Lavender, $2,400;
Lime $2,500+. Will beat any offer for
clear-case Regency TR-1. Also want
clear-back, chrome, or rhinestone-
studded Regency TR-1, any early
Sony, black No Name Emerson 888.
Best prices anywhere paid for your
exceptional quality, early transistor
radios. Need plastic CRT surround
shield for 7" Hallicrafters TV. Want
1930s and '40s colorful plaskon sets.
Looking for mint H.H. Scott tube
audio and mint National receivers. We
aggressively service Want Lists. We
place auction bids on commission. We
sell radio collector books. We liquidate
estates and collections. We are
experienced estate appraisers. Our
reputation is everything. Satisfaction
always guaranteed. Time Out of Mind
Radio. Paul Farmer, PO Box 352,
Washington, VA 22747-0352; (540)
987-8759; oldradiotime@hotmail.com.

For Sale - Book: Dr Mahlon Loomis
experimented with and demonstrated
wireless in 1864 in northern Virginia
by sending radio signals 18 miles
using 400-foot vertical wire antennas,
and keying the antenna to ground

using the natural electric field of the
earth. Loomis received a U.S. patent in
1872 and a corporation charter by the
U.S. Congress in 1873. The book,
Mahlon Loomis, Inventor of Radio, by
Thomas Appleby (copyright 1967, 188
pages) describes his work and the file
at the Library of Congress. Available
for $25 plus $5 S&H in the U.S. or $10
S&H foreign. Svanholm Research
Laboratories (Loomis Scientific
Research Foundation), P.O. Box 81,
Washington, DC 20044. Read http://
n3rf.home.netcom.com. Contact me at
N3RF@earthlink.net or call 202-352-
5252. ■

Classified Ads
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month,
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication.
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed.

MAARC’s Fall Mini-Meet
Scheduled for October 15

On Sunday, October 15,
MAARC will hold its
annual Mini-Meet in Ford
Hall at the Davidsonville
Family Recreation Center
(see p. 2). This annual event
always draws a big crowd.
The extended flea market
begins at 9 a.m. and the
huge auction will begin at
noon. Pizza and drinks will
be available for purchase.
No registration fee, just lots
of fun and antique radios
galore.

Y’all Come!



Radio Age  August 2006 Visit MAARC’s web site at www.maarc.org page 16

MAARC Your Calendar!

Sun., Aug. 13 Carroll Cty. Hamfest, Westminster, MD AG Center.

Sun., Aug. 20 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center, Davidsonville, MD, tailgating at 11:30 a.m.,
meeting at 1:30 p.m. (See P. 2 map for directions.)

9 - 10 Sept. FARFEST, Gaithersburg, MD Fairgrounds.

Sun., Sept. 17 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center, Davidsonville, MD, tailgating at 11:30 a.m.,
meeting at 1:30 p.m. (See P. 2 map for directions.)

Sept. 22-23 Kutztown Antique Radio Meet at Renninger’s. Dealer info
at www.renningers.com/radio_meet/radiohome.html.

Sun., Oct. 15 MAARC Fall Mini-meet at the Davidsonville Family
Recreation Center, Davidsonville, MD. Flea market starts
at 9 a.m, auction at noon.

Sun., Nov. 19 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center, Davidsonville, MD, tailgating at 11:30 a.m.,
meeting at 1:30 p.m. (See P. 2 map for directions.)

Sun., Dec. 17 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center, Davidsonville, MD, tailgating at 11:30 a.m.,
meeting at 1:30 p.m. (See P. 2 map for directions.)

(For details on hamfests, check www.arrl.com and click on hamfests.)
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