
RADIO AGE 
The Newsletter of the 

Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 

Volume 31 December 2006 Number 12 

A.H. Grebe & Company, Inc. - Part 5 
BY DON PATTERSON 

[For Parts 1 through 4 of flus multi-part article, see Radio Age for April 2005 (p. 7), June 
2005 (p. 6), April 2006 (p. 9), and October 2006 (p. 7). A small number of illustrations in 
Don Patterson s' original series that appeared in Radio Age in the 1980s did not reproduce 
well, and so have been omitted in this reprinted version.] 

Grebe and Shortwave Reception - 
The CR 17 and CR 18 

A few amateurs, like John L. Reinartz, found that 
greater distances could be covered on lower wave-
lengths. They obtained special licenses from the 
Department of Commerce, and for the first time 
succeeded in carrying on communication with France 
and many other foreign countries. This remarkable 
feat encouraged many experimenters to drop to still 
lower wavelengths. Tests and experiments on 
wavelengths as low as 10 meters indicated that 
extremely short waves offered a fertile field for 
research, and were useful for long-distance commun-
ication with low power. 

The A.H. Grebe Company maintained and operated 
both amateur and experimental transmitters 2ZV and 
2XE in Richmond Hill, New York. The operation of 
these for fifteen years made it possible to keep in 
touch with amateur activities and shortwave progress. 

In July 1925 the CR 17 was introduced. It covered a 
wavelength of 30 to 110 meters, and from the 
photograph you can see that the tuning coils were self 
contained. In a second version the coils were mounted 
externally, and the coverage was from 10 to 200 
meters. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Grebe CR 17, introducec in July 1925. 
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ABOUT MAARC and RADIO AGE. Radio Age became 
the monthly newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio 

Club in June 1994. Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and 
Radio Age were separate publications. 

Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next available issue 
alter the membership application and dues are received. Dues 
are $20 per year in the US, $30 in Canada, and $45 elsewhere, 
all payable in US dollars. Two-year, three-year, and life 
memberships are available; contact the Membership Chair (see 
column at left). All checks are payable to MAARC and, for new 
members, must accompany the membership application, which 
is available from the Membership Chair or the MAARC website 
(www.maarc.org). If you change your mailing address, email, or 
phone number, please notify the Membership Chair immediately 
so corrections can be made to Radio Ages' mailing list. The Post 
Office will not forward your newsletters. 

Back issues of the MAARC Newsletter from Vol. I, No. 1 
(August 1984) and most issues of Radio Age from Vol. 1, No. 1 
(October 1975) are available for $2.50 each postpaid from the 
Membership Chair. Make checks payable to MAARC. 

Submissions to Radio Age are welcomed. Typewritten copy is 
preferred to handwritten. Articles should be submitted in PC 
format via email or on a 3.5-inch diskette in ASCII (such as 
WordPad), MS Word (Windows), RTF, or Word Perfect format, 
without fancy formatting, because the editors will have to 
modify it anyway. Photographs, if hardcopy, should be high 
quality black and white or color. Softcopy graphics files should 
be in TIFF or JPEG formats; contact the editors for further 
guidance. Send your submission to either editor and include 
your name, address, phone, and email. 

MAARC MONTHLY MEETINGS. MAARC is currently 
seeking a new meeting place. The October through December 
2006 and January through March 2007 meetings will be held at 
the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 3789 Queen Anne 
Bridge Rd., Davidsonville, MD (map below). From U.S. 50, 
take MD 424 south for 2.5 miles. Turn right on MD 214 for 0.6 
miles, and angle left on Queen Anne Bridge Road for 1.7 miles. 
The entrance will be on your left. 

Map — Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center (not to scale) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

In May 1926 the CR 18 was introduced at a price of 
$100. It used UV-201A or UX-199 tubes, and was 
designed to have variable electromagnetic coupling 
between the antenna and secondary circuit. In an 
article appearing in Radio Engineering for August 
1926, F.B. Ostman, former service engineer, descri-
bed the circuit as being coupled regenerative, which 
permitted a greater transfer of energy and greater 
selectivity without affecting wavelength calibration. In 
order for the tuning not to be critical, the receiver was 
provided with five different coils, which covered the 
wavelength ranges of 8.5 to 18, 15.8 to 31, 29 to 62, 
56 to 112, and 107 to 216 meters. Sometime later the 
CR18 Special was introduced, with an added stage of 
audio frequency amplification for operation of a 
speaker. This set employed a 171A tube for wet cell 
operation or a UX-120 for dry cell operation. The CR 
18 was a hit, and many an amateur used them. 

Grebe equipment went to the North Pole with Admiral 
Byrd in 1926. It was reported that William F. Diehl, 
Grebe's chief engineer, personally took charge of 
receiver selection and design. Erroneously I reported 

Inside view of the Grebe CR 17. 

Front view of the CR 18, called the "Synchronette." 

William F. Diehl, Grebe's chief engineer. 

in an earlier issue of Radio Age that one receiver 
was a CR-9. As you can see from the accompanying 
photographs, they were the Synchrophase for broad-

Inside view of the CR 18 receiver. 
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The specially packaged Synchrophase used in the 
1926 North Pole expedition. 

cast reception and the CR 18 for shortwave, all dressed 

up in their Arctic enclosures. Operators on the expe-
dition were Messrs. James and Greenlee. 

Patent Issues with Hazeltine 

In the book The Early Days of Wheeler and Hazeltine 
Corporation - Profiles in Radio and Electronics, 
Harold Wheeler states that "infringement of the 
Hazeltine PCN patent by coils with magnetic coupling 
was the main cause of actions by Hazeltine Corpor-
ation against unlicensed companies." Unfortunately, 
some of these companies might have been willing to 
operate under a license but were excluded by the IRM 
[Independent Radio Manufacturers, Inc.] restriction of 
membership. "The accused in-
fringements ranged from carbon   
copies of the Neutrodyne, to 
some ingenious alternatives or 
subterfuges, which were intend-
ed to avoid infringement." 

An examination of the Synchro-
phase circuit clearly shows that it 
was a Nuetrodyne having mag-
netic coupling. Hazeltine Corpor-
ation instituted proceedings 
against A.H. Grebe and Co., Inc. 
in Eastern District Court of New 
York before Judge Moskowitz. 
According to Harold Wheeler, "It 
is my recollection that this was a 
carbon copy case, probably filed 
in 1924 or 1925. The trial was in 
May 1926. On June 20, 1927, it 

The specially packaged CR 18 used in the 1926 Byrd 
North Pole expedition. 

was decided in our favor to the extent of ruling two 
Hazeltine patents still valid and one or two infringed. 
The case was settled by Grebe taking a license on July 
1, 1927, when it had just become available after the 
termination of IRM. Grebe was an outstanding manu-
facturer with a record of high quality engineering." 

The Synchrophase Seven 

Following the Synchrophase tradition, 1927 heralded 
the Synchrophase Seven, which employed four stages 
of radio frequency amplification, a non-regenerative 
detector, and two stages of transformer-coupled audio 
amplifiers. Binocular coils and straight-line-frequency 
tuning condensers were continued. The tube lineup 

The Grebe Synchrophase Seven, introduced in 1927. Note the separate AC 
power supply on the right. 
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was typically UX-201A tubes with a UX-171 power 
tube in the last audio stage. Cabinetry was of two-tone 
walnut and mahogany, the face being of select figured 
butt walnut designed to blend with the dial panel. The 
dial panel was of French marquetry, and designs were 
artistically worked out in bronze. Tuning was 
accomplished by an idler connected to the individual 
condenser shafts to provide one-knob operation for 
station selection. 

Again, cabinets of larger design were added to satisfy 
the console market. Also added to the 1927 line was 
the 20-20 natural speaker at $35, the 671B B&C 
socket unit, and the 128A socket power unit to operate 
the Synchrophase Seven and the first Synchrophase, 
which continued to hang around at a reduced price of 
$95. 

The 1928 Model Year 

The year 1928 began with carryovers from 1927 
including the Grebe Synchrophase Seven at $ 135, the 
Grebe Synchrophase Five at $95, and the Grebe 
Natural Speaker at $35. In February 1928 a new Six 
Point Speaker was introduced at $ 17.50. Ads boasted 
a new motor construction which enabled the small 
cone to handle efficiently high and low notes without 
distortion, the cone being only 17 inches in diameter. 

In March 1928 Grebe announced the Synchrophase 
AC Six, the company's first alternating current set. 

The rare 1927 Grebe 20-20 cone speaker. 

1928 Grebe Consolette Model 2227 with the 
Synchrophase AC Six. 

Tube lineup included three 226 tubes as radio 
frequency amplifiers, one 227 detector, one 226 first 
audio, and one 171 second audio amplifier. Recti-
fication of the AC line came from a UX-280. 
Binocular coils continued to be used in the new 
product as well as a new local/distance switch which 
shunted a resistor across the primary of the plate coil 
of the first IF amplifier. Straight line frequency 
variable condensers were continued. Price of the set 
was $227.50 without tubes. Standard was a table 

Detail of the Grebe cone speaker built into several of 
the 1928 consolette models. 
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Chassis of the AC Six model. Rectifier tube is at the 
center rear. 

model with matching table, No. 2227, which housed a 
No. 1750 (Six Point) speaker as shown in the 
accompanying photographs. 

In May 1928 the Grebe lineup continued to carry the 
older models such as the Synchrophase Seven at $ 145, 
the Natural Speaker at $35, the Six Point Speaker at 
$17.50, and the Synchrophase Five at an increased 
price of $ 105, up from the previous $95. 

In August 1928 a Grebe consolette, No. 2240, was 
offered. By September other cabinets such as the No. 
820, DeLuxe, Buckeye, Table No. 2250, and a special 
Power Amplifier Table incorporating a dynamic 

Several Grebe models could be fitted into this Model 
820 console cabinet, which sold for nearly $ 100. 

speaker and push-pull 250 tubes. Prices varied from 
$510 for the Deluxe console, to $62.50 for the 
Buckeye, to $24.50 for the No. 2249 Table. 

Grebe's Staff 

Up to this point in 1928 Grebe had enjoyed a good 
market share of radios sold and he was supported by 
a capable staff. They were (ham call letters in 
parentheses): 

A.H. Grebe - President 
Douglas Rigney - Treasurer 
B.H. Baker - Sales Manager 
George Rhodes - Sales Promotion Manager 
F.B. Ostman - Service and Research 
Bill Diehl (20Y) - Chief Engineer, left in 1928 
Ralph R. Batcher - Engineer, left in 1928 
Pat Rooney (2BT) - Chief Operator, stations 

WAHG, 2XE, 2ZE 
Steve Decatur - Plant Superintendent 
Douglas Van Dyne (2AVV) - Final Test Department 
Vincent Lieber (2AVC) - Wiring Department 
Walter Beckmeyer (2NB) - Wiring Department 

and Repair 
Claud Vermillye - Engineering Drafting 

(A.H. Grebe's brother-in-law) 

By December 1928 advertising for the AC6, 
Synchrophase 7, Natural Speaker, and Six Point 
Speaker had ceased due to the emergence of the 
screen grid tube. New receivers came in 1929. 

(To be continued) 

Grebe AC Six with power amplifier and speaker table. 
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Another Cool Radio Lamp 
BY TED HANNAH, K3CL 

The timing was perfect. The July 2006 issue of 
Radio Age arrived just as I was restoring a radio 

lamp similar to the one Geoff Shearer described in that 
issue ("A Cool Radio Lamp," page 9). 

Both radio lamps were made in Chicago by the Radio 
Lamp Co. of America, now long out of business; both 
use the same radio chassis, probably made by the 
Clinton Manufacturing Co., also of Chicago. (The 
notation "Plant A" on the license notice on the bottom 
of the lamp identifies the maker.) According to 
Ghirardi's Radio Troubleshooter's Handbook, 1943, 
page 711, the Clinton Co. was a maker of private-brand 
radios sold under a variety of names, including 
Bostonian, Buckingham, Crusader, Cub, Nightingale, 
and others. 

Nowhere in Rider could I find a schematic for the 
1940, five-tube AC/DC chassis, although the FADA 
Model 53 in Beitman's Supreme series, Volume 3, 
1940, page 30, is similar electrically; and the Sonora 
Globe Navigator, Chassis TSG-R in Rider, Volume 12, 
pages 1-2, is similar physically. 

The radio lamp I was restoring was different from 
Geoff s not only physically but also electrically, in a 
curious way. Mine has the AC inputs to the lamp and 
radio wired in parallel, so that either can be used alone 
or both can be used together. Geoff s, on the other 
hand, is wired such that the light bulb serves as a 
voltage-dropping resistor in the radio's heater circuit, 
meaning that the lamp and radio cannot be used at the 
same time. 

In my case, I couldn't be sure which rectifier and 
output tubes were correct for the set, which had a rarish 
45Z5GT rectifier (identical to the 35Z5GT, except for 
heater voltage.) The output tube was a 35L6GT. To 
reduce stress on the tubes, I decided to leave the 45Z5 
in place and replace the 35L6 with a 50L6, giving a 
total of 131 volts across the line, plus a factory-
installed 47-ohm series heater resistor for insurance. 
(The other tubes are 12A8, 12K7, and 12Q7, all GT 
style.) Four of the tubes were Hytron types, possibly 
(?) the originals. The tubes heat slowly, but that's okay 
considering how difficult it is to remove and replace 
the chassis when a tube or the dial light needs to be 
changed. 

Restoration was relatively straightforward, consisting 
of the usual recapping, replacing the AC line cord and 
some rubber-covered wiring, spray-cleaning the 
volume control and switch as well as the lamp switch, 
and aligning the tuned circuits. An elusive intermittent 
noise was traced to a bad connection at the antenna 
terminal— it had never been soldered at the factory. 

Finally, a couple of restoration hints: 

The grid lead to the 12A8 converter tube is rubber 
covered. Be careful not to crush the insulation when 
the chassis is inverted on your bench. Doing so could 
short circuit the grid to the frame of the tuning 
capacitor. 

When reinstalling the radio, put the four metal spade 
lugs and their brass feet in place through the base 
before putting the three wood screws in place. Not that 
this is exactly easy, but doing it in this order makes it 
somewhat easier. How in the world did they do it on 
the assembly line? Come to think of it, maybe there 
was no assembly line. Low-production novelty sets 
like this may have been virtually handmade. Who 
knows? And does anyone know the model number, if 
any, of these radio lamps and where to find a schematic 
diagram? 

The Radio Lamp described in this article. (Photo 
courtesy of Steve Davis (www.decoradios.com). 
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The Plight of the Bluebird 
BY JOE KOESTER 

The Sparks-Withington Company (Sparton) of 
Jackson, Michigan, was the maker of some of the 

most distinctive and beautiful radios ever made. Their 
colored and mirrored glass radios were manufactured 
from 1935 to 1939. The more common models, if one 
can dare call any mirrored radios common, are the 
Sparton Bluebird and the Sparton Sled, which were 
made in a deep cobalt blue glass (and another colored 
glass or two) that I am told was made by the Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Company in the 1930s, and perhaps into 
the 1940s. Sadly it is no longer made and is in short 
supply, but can be seen on occasion in glass tabletops 
and mirrors in antique and junque shops. 

My first Sparton radio was a Bluebird, and it was 
incomplete and needed a lot of work. A MAARC 
member found the radio in an antique store in 
Maryland or Virginia nearly 20 years ago. As I recall, it 
was sitting on the top shelf, was quite dirty, and was 
purchased for $35 or $40 (the good old days, huh?). In 
any event, he contacted me and asked if I was 
interested in buying it. I think I gave him an Atwater 
Kent console radio and maybe $ 100 or so. 
The radio consisted of the round mirror   
glass, which needed to be re-silvered, and all 
the chrome circles and fins, which needed to 
be re-chromed. The wooden box cabinet was 
there, but the round wooden trim pieces in 
the front were missing, and sadly so was the 
radio chassis. 

I set out to fix the radio and found a man in 
Northern Virginia who made me three knobs 
out of brass, patterned from an original knob 
loaned to me by Ed Lyon, if my memory 
serves me right. Then Geoff Bourne and 
maybe Lloyd McIntyre in Charleston, West 
Virginia, got the knobs chromed for me. A 
fly-by-night chrome shop in Baltimore 
managed to re-plate the other chrome parts 
while damaging one of them! I found some 
real professionals in Baltimore— Chaudron 
Glass—who were able to re-silver the mirror 
and did an outstanding job. Mike Greene 
made the two missing wood trim pieces for 
me. When all this external restoration was 
completed, I still lacked a chassis. 

Then at one of the annual MAARC picnics at Ed and 
Millie Lyon's farm in Myersville, Md., the Sparton 
chassis showed up. The dial wasn't the one used on the 
Bluebird, but it was the very same chassis. I would like 
to get a copy of an original Bluebird dial! (Hint, hint!) 
So the radio came together after nearly 10 years of 
work. Then we moved to Texas (sigh!) in 1995. 

While in Texas we acquired a large cat named Gonzo. 
He was a comfort to my mother, who spent her last 
year with us. Gonzo did not appear to be a bad cat until 
he knocked the Bluebird off its shelf and broke it into 
pieces. That tarnished his reputation considerably. This 
happened in 1997 when my wife, Kathy, and I were 
vacationing in Florida and we had someone house 
sitting. When we called to see how everything was 
going, he informed us that the "cat broke a radio." My 
heart was in my throat when I gulped, "Which one?" 
and he replied, "The one with the blue mirror on it." It 
was one of the longest trips of my life returning to San 
Antonio. I conjured up all sorts of torture for Gonzo, 
many best left un-described. The Bluebird's glass was 

The famous 1936 Sparton "Bluebird' mirror glass radio, Model 
506. 
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shattered beyond repair, and I packed it away. 

In the fall of 2003 I contacted a distant cousin in the 
Pittsburgh area who worked for a glass company. He 
felt confident that he could cut me a replacement if I 
could locate the right kind of glass and send him a 
suitably-sized piece. I managed to obtain the blue glass 
from my good friend Kenny Frankenberry in Point 
Marion, Pennsylvania. While en route we found a nice 
blue mirror in central Pennsylvania and I bought it for 
insurance! The cousin had the glass for three years and 
broke the piece of glass when he tried to cut it. 

Kathy and I were in Asheville recently with her cousin 
doing some antiquing. We saw two end tables and a 
coffee table, all with the same cobalt blue glass! This 
inspired me, so after three years of waiting I decided it 
was time to get this thing fixed. I contacted the cousin, 

Derek Chaudron. holding the broken 
cut piece in his left. What a hero! 

who had taken a position in Fort Worth (Texas again!), 
but would be home the next weekend. I told him I 
would come to Pittsburgh and called the stores in 
Asheville to make sure the tables were there. On a 
Thursday I headed to Asheville and found all three 
tables and headed for Pittsburgh. 

In Pittsburgh I retrieved the original broken mirror 
glass and the wall mirror, and after a short visit with 
Kenny in Point Marion, I headed for Baltimore. I 
dropped the mirror off at Chaudron Glass on a Monday 
morning and it was ready the next morning. I was so 
pleased that I remembered Chaudron. Derek Chaudron 
cut the glass, and he told me he was the fifth 
generation in the business. 

Chaudron Glass is located in the middle of old 
Baltimore, in an alley. I think one of the buildings they 
occupy was used by the first generation. They are true 

professionals, and the glass that 
Derek cut was a perfect re-
placement for the original. He 
also polished it along the edges. 
My trip was nearly 2,000 miles; 
40 hours and 36 minutes of 
driving time. To a non-radio 
collector (some would say a 
"normal" person), this might 
seem excessive just to restore a 
radio, but to be able to bring 
this beautiful radio back to life 
and restore it to its natural 
beauty—I say it was worth it. 

There were some anxious 
moments while Derek was 
cutting this glass, where hours 
seemed like days. It is best that 
I wasn't there to witness the 
cutting and distract him, but 
this did weigh heavily on my 
mind. I didn't begin to relax 
until I was on I-70 heading 
west and returning home. 

Perhaps I'll learn now to be 
more charitable towards Gonzo 
and maybe not wish that 
Satan's dog chase him through 
Hades for eternity. 

glass in his right hand and the newly- Ii am surprised Gonzo doesn't 

prefer CATalin radios. - Editor] 
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1926: A Good Year for Radio 
BY BRIAN BELANGER 

1926 was an exciting time for radio fans. Sales of new 
radios were brisk. Cone speakers were displacing horn 
speakers. B-eliminators were popular, and companies 
were beginning to introduce radios with complete AC 
power supplies. Three-dialers were giving way to 
single-dial tuning. Radio fans were staying up late at 
night to see how many far-away stations they could 
hear. Home-made sets were still being constructed in 
large numbers, but prices of factory-built sets began to 
moderate, so more families could afford them. 

Will Rogers' on-the-air humor was enjoyed by many. 
AT&T's flagship New York City station, WEAF, 
presented Shakespearean excerpts on Saturday 
evenings at 8:15, and also broadcast "The Happiness 
Boys" (Billy Jones and Ernie Hare) Friday nights at 8. 

Articles and op-ed pieces still debated the issue of how 
best to pay for the costs of radio broadcasting, but paid 
commercials were beginning to catch on. A company 
could buy prime time program time on WEAF— 
probably the country's most prestigious station—for 
$600 per hour. Time at smaller radio stations was much 
cheaper. 

In October the Crosley Radio Corporation placed an 

Majestic ( Grigsby-Grunow-Hinds) B-eliminators were 
popular in 1926. The standard model sold for $32.50. 

Many manufacturers were offering single-dial tuning. 
in 1926. This Wells Bearcat model had an attractive 
cabinet, but still had three dials to fiddle with. 

order for the first 50-kW broadcast transmitter, to be 
made by Western Electric. The transmitter, along with 
WLW's new building to house it, would cost a quarter 
million dollars. 

This Magnavox is an example of a single-dial receiver 
available in 1926. 
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RCA and AT&T came to an agreement whereby 
RCA took over AT&T's WEAF, and AT&T 
dropped out of broadcasting, although AT&T 
continued to manufacture transmitters and 
provide intercity telephone line hookups. This 
paved the way for the creation of NBC, which 
began broadcasting in November 1926. 

RCA's Chief Engineer, A. N. Goldsmith, 
performed a blind test in which he switched from 
phonograph to radio and back, and showed that 
audiences found radio sound quality to be 
indistinguishable from that of a good 
phonograph. 

The United States had more than 500 licensed 
broadcasting stations. Alaska got its first radio 
station, a 500-watt station in Ketchikan's Hotel 
Sunset Manor. 

Patent litigation between Lee de Forest and E. H. 
Armstrong reached the Supreme Court. 

J. E. Smith's National Radio Institute in D.C. 
advertised, "I will train you at home to fill a Big 
Pay radio job," and claimed that his trainees 
could make $50 to $250 per week at a time when 
a salary of $25 or $35 per week was common. 

AC-operated radios were beginning to appear in 1926, but 
this all-AC RCA Radiola 30 cost about $600, or more like 
S6,000 in today's dollars, so few radio fans could afford one. 

Radio trade shows drew huge crowds. Two of the 
biggest were the Third Annual Radio World's Fair at 
Madison Square Garden and the Fifth Annual Chicago 
Radio Show. Magazines such as Radio News and Radio 
Broadcast increased their subscribers, and were chock 
full of ads for radios and radio accessories. Mail order 

Crystal sets like this Kodel "Gold Star" were still 
available in 1926. 

catalogs such as those from Barawik and Randolph 
Radio in Chicago made radio gear readily available to 
people in rural areas. 

Wouldn't it be fun if we could time-travel back to that 
era, just for a day or two? u 

This Dictograph cone speaker ($25) used a cylindrical 
design rather than the typical circular-shaped cone. 
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Put Your Money Into Radios 
BY JOE KOESTER AND KEN FRANKENBERRY 

Awell-known MAARC radio collector was 
searching for "road kill" a number of years ago 

when he came upon what appeared to be a slant-front 
Kennedy battery radio (Fig. 1). It had the knobs, and 
the cabinet looked to be all there, but there were two 
screws in the lid, so he couldn't lift the top to view the 
chassis and tubes. Nevertheless he realized Kennedy 
was a good name, and that this was quite probably a 
very good find for his undisclosed purchase price. 

Figure 1. The Kennedy radio as found. 

Figure 2. Quite a shock when the lid was opened ! 

He happened by the home of his good friend Kenny 
Frankenberry in Point Marion, Pa., to show him the 
find. Kenny, being the inquisitive type, got a screw-
driver to remove the lid for a look inside to check out 
the chassis and, hopefully, the tubes. When Ken 
opened the radio, the tubes were missing, along with 
all the electronic components. He did discover a bell 
inside and a partitioned bottom (Fig. 2). Ken pulled 
one of the knobs and out popped the bottom drawer to 
reveal a "genuine" Colin B. Kennedy cash register! 
(Fig. 3) 

It seems unlikely that Kennedy made wood cash 
registers. We know that many 1920s console radios had 
their chassis scrapped and their cabinets converted by 
their owners to storage cabinets, so perhaps this set 
suffered a similar kind of fate. 

This has to be a rare piece, and will definitely come in 
handy for handling Jim Wilson's cash when he sells 
items at future radio meets. Almost certainly, it will be 
the only Kennedy of its type there! But of course we 
have all experienced similar situations when we 
purchased something that turned out to be not what we 
expected. Caveat Emptor — Let the Buyer Beware. 

The "radio" with its cash drawer open. 
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Tilpt'uts 
Radio Daze Continues to Grow 

Rock Sea Enterprises, which has been 
making reproduction dial scales for 
antique radios for quite some time, has 
sold that part of their business to Radio 
Daze. If you are not familiar with Radio 
Daze, the company is a terrific resource 
for antique radio restoration items 

(tubes, parts, transformers, wire, refinishing supplies, 
etc.)—probably the best single source for antique radio 
restoration items. Their snazzy catalog will be sent to 
you upon request. 

Radio Daze 
7620 Omnitech Place 
Victor, NY 14564 
www.radiodaze.com 
585-742-2020 

Antique Electronic Supply in Arizona continues to 
offer antique radio supplies, and is a good company to 
deal with, but in recent years their emphasis has shifted 
more towards guitar amplifiers. The website is 
www.tubesandmore.com. 

While a number of additional companies and 
organizations offer vacuum tubes for sale, the easiest 
place to get tubes is to check with MAARC. The big 
blue tube trailer is there at most MAARC meetings, 
with a wide selection of tubes at reasonable prices. 
And, all proceeds support the club! Check with our 
tube experts Charlie Scarborough and Steve McAllister 
whenever you need tubes. 

If MAARC does not have what you need, another 
source is the Radio & Television Museum. The point of 
contact for tubes there is Tony Young (301-262-1917 
or tonyy3@verizon.net). 

Ted Hannah called our attention to another source of 

new and used tubes: 

Vacuum Tubes, Inc. 
1080 Sligh Blvd. 
Orlando, FL 32806 
Phone/fax: 407-481-9994 
Email: jim@vacuumtubesinc.com 
Website: www.vacuumtubesinc.com 

This company has quite a few Western Electric and 
foreign types as well as the usual varieties, and also 
sells tube sockets, dial lights, capacitors, and some 
books. Not listed but available are some varieties of 
ballast tubes. A new catalog should be available early in 
2007. 

Yet another source of tubes at reasonable prices is 

Typetronics 
Box 8873 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310 
Phone: 954-583-1340 
Fax: 954-583-0777 

Radio & Television Museum Shows Old TV 
Programs 

All winter the Radio & Television Museum will be 
showing early TV programs on restored vintage TV 
sets. A different show will be featured each week. 
Christmas programs will be featured on December 15-
17 and 22-24. Examples of upcoming programs include: 

December 8-10: Don McNeill s' TV Club ( 1950) 

(On Saturday, Dec. 9, American University's Dr. John 
Dolittle, author of the book Don McNeill and His 
Breakfast Club, will be there to answer questions about 
McNeill.) 

January 12-14: You Asked for It (ABC, 1950) 
The Buster Keaton Show (KTTV, 1950) 

January 19-21 Four Star Review (NBC, 1951), with 
Jimmy Durante, Fred Allen, and Eddie 
Cantor 

For a complete program listing, check the Radio & 
Television Museum website at www.radiohistory.org. 

MAARC Member is Honored 

MAARC member Ron Frisbie was presented with the 
Radio Club of America's 2006 Ralph Batcher Memorial 
Award at its Annual Award Banquet in New York City 
on November 17. Ron was honored for creating a 
fabulous private museum of early radio equipment at his 

home in Akron, Pennsylvania. Congratulations, Ron! u 
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The Clock Stopped Ticking 
BY GEOFF SHEARER 

T his article isn't about a radio, (surprised?) it's 
about a clock/sign that advertises Sylvania radio 

and television tubes. I bought it at one of our club 
meetings, took it home, and plugged it in. Let me make 
a quick aside here — before you plug in any radio sign, 
make sure that the bulb inside is no greater than 15 
watts. For a typical radio sign, if it has a 40-watt or 
larger bulb inside, walking away for just five minutes 
could melt the plastic dial! This sign had the proper 
wattage and the clock and lights worked fine — for 
about a month. The bulbs burned out and the clock was 
erratic. Well, I was only using it for a night-light for 
the cat in the garage, so I wasn't worried about the 
time, but I needed to replace the bulbs. 

After some searching for 15-watt bulbs at the usual 
places (ACE Hardware, Home Depot, Lowes, K-Mart, 
etc.) I found what I needed in the pet department at 
Wal-Mart. Aquarium tubular 15-watt bulbs work well, 
and are designed to be left on. The replacement was 
rather simple as there are two access doors secured by 
pins that may have been wire coat hangers before being 
pressed into action on this sign. A standard light bulb 
would be a hard fit through the hole but the tubular 
bulb slides in easily, and gives a more expanded glow 
of light than the smaller bulbs. One design feature of 
my sign that I didn't like was that the clock and lights 
are continually on when the unit is plugged in. 

Finally, the clock stopped and the light bulbs burned 
out so I unplugged it. Recently, my wife, Wendy, went 
to visit her sister in Pittsburgh and our daughter Beck) 
went to visit her sister in Denver and I was "Home 
Alone." Coming in from work one evening, I decided it 
was time to take down the "wall hanging" currently 
described as "art" (because it had no useful purpose) 
and put it on the bench for repair. The plastic cover and 
retaining ring around the unit holding the cover on, 
came off easily, but I ran into a snag getting the dial 
off. You have to remove the hands of the clock before 
taking the dial off, and they were on tight. This is 
where PB Blaster comes in handy. My brother-in-law 
introduced me to it about thirty years ago. He uses it 
for rusted nuts on cars, and it will eat through rust and 
loosen just about anything. You can get it at auto-parts 
stores, and I should direct my neighbor's son to get his 
own instead of borrowing mine all the time. The hands 
came off and I removed the dial. The shaft for setting 

the time was frozen, too, so another generous dose of 
PB Blaster loosened that, and I removed the clock and 
all the wiring. 

I cleaned the clock with electronic wash (it works for 
me) and put a light oil on the gear shafts. I have a 
bench AC cord to which I hooked up the clock and let 
it run for a while. The clock cabinet was dirty inside 
and out (bird crap on top), so I washed it with the 
garden hose and 409. Then I drilled a 5/16" hole in the 
bottom of the cabinet and inserted a push/pull switch 
so I can now turn the lights on and off as necessary. 
With everything wired up correctly, I plugged it in to 
make sure the second hand was turning smoothly (it 
doesn't tick because it's electric) and check the switch 
for the lights. I now have it back in the garage keeping 
great time, and the light works perfectly. 

Service Data Available! 
The Radio & Television Museum Library 
contains a huge collection of service data. 
(MAARC's extensive library was merged with 
the Museum library.) Photocopy packages are 
available for most radio and TV sets prior to the 
1960s, and some later ones. Photocopies of 
manuals for many models of test equipment and 
other gear can also be had, as well as copies of 
articles from magazines such as QST, Radio 
News, Popular Electronics, and many others. It 
is best to phone or email inquiries to the museum 
librarian Brian Belanger (see page 2), who will 
check the availability of the data for your set(s) 
before you order. 

Radio service data: $3 for the first model and $2 
for each subsequent model in same order. TV 
service data: depends on number of pages. 
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax to total. 
Make checks payable to "Radio History 
Society." Order from: 

Radio & Television Museum 
2608 Mitchellville Road 
Bowie, MD 20716 

And now, you can order and pay via Paypal! 
Instructions provided via email. 
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Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed. 

Free to a Good Home, from Non-
Member: RCA table radio, CB radios, 
car radios, Sony tuner. Fred Buch, 
Silver Spring, MD 20904, (301) 622-
2362. 

For Sale: Zenith 10-S-464 in excellent 
condition, original cabinet finish, 
professionally restored chassis, $275. 
Wanted: Near-mint Sony TR-55, 
$8,000. Near-mint pearlescent 
Regency TR-1s: Meridian Blue, 
$1,500; Pearl White $2,000; Pink 
$2,400; Lavender, $3,000; Lime 
$3,200. All pearlescent IR-1s wanted, 
any condition. Will beat any offer for 
clear-case Regency TR-1. TR-1 in 
Mike Todd book case wanted. Non-
Regency branded TR-ls wanted 
(Bulova, Mitchell, Mantola, etc.). Best 
prices anywhere paid for your 
exceptional quality, early transistor 
radios. We are experienced estate 
appraisers. Satisfaction always 
guaranteed. Time Out of Mind Radio, 
Paul Farmer, PO Box 352, 
Washington, VA 22747-0352; (540) 
987-8759; oldradiotime@hotmail.com. 

Offers accepted for a Seeburg 
Selectomatic 200 table-top jukebox. 
(Surplus property from the Radio & 
Television Museum.) Wanted for 
museum display: 1939 Crosley Model 
758 (large wood table model radio) in 
good condition. Top dollar paid, or will 
trade items. Contact Brian Belanger, 
5730 Avery Park Drive, Rockville, MD 
20855-1738, (301) 258-0708, email: 
bcbelanger@aol.com. 

For Sale: 1941 and 1942 Philco 
escutcheons, knobs, and pushbutton 
reproductions now available. Other 
various knobs and pushbuttons also 
available. Contact us for specific 

model numbers on escutcheons. Old 
Time Replications, 5744 Tobias 
Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91411, (818) 
786-2500, 
http://www.antiqueradioknobs.com, 
email: oldtimerep@aol.com. 

WANTED: Any examples of an 
Eveready Air Cell circa 1930/40. 
These look a lot like an old car battery 
but have only two filler caps. Most are 
marked A-600 or A-850. Robert 
Lozier, 600 E. Green Street, Monroe, 
NC 28112; kd4hsh@juno.com. 

WANTED: Transconductance meter 
for Western Electric tube tester KS-
15750-L1. Walter L. Hughes, 
WB4FPD, 6 Academy Court, 
Berryville,VA 22611-0025. Phone 
(540) 955-2635. 

Services: Professional restorations for 
all TUBE TYPE antique radios. 
Complete overhauls to factory 
specifications. Lacquer sprayed, hand 
rubbed cabinet refinishing. Reasonable 
rates. Free estimates. UPS/USPS/ 
FEDEX/TRUCK shipments accepted. 
4 year warranty on new parts. Bob 
Eslinger/KR1U, ANTIQUE RADIO 
RESTORATION & REPAIR, 20 Gary 
School Road, Pomfret Center, CT 
06259. Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. eastern, 
Tuesday through Saturday. Telephone/ 
fax: 860-928-2628. E-mail: 
Bobeoldradiodoc.com. Please come 
visit us on the web at http:// 
www.oldradiodoc.com or stop by 
when in the New England area. 

For Sale - Book: Dr Mahlon Loomis 
experimented with and demonstrated 
wireless in 1864 in northern Virginia 
by sending radio signals 18 miles 
using 400-foot vertical wire antennas, 

and keying the antenna to ground 
using the natural electric field of the 
earth. The book, Mahlon Loomis, 
Inventor of Radio, by Thomas 
Appleby (copyright 1967, 188 pages) 
describes his work and the file at the 
Library of Congress. Available for 
$25 plus $5 S&H in the U.S. or $ 10 
S&H foreign. Svanhohn Research 
Laboratories (Loomis Scientific 
Research Foundation), P.O. Box 81, 
Washington, DC 20044. Read http:// 

n3rf.home.netcom.com. Contact me 
at N3RF@earthlink.net or call 202-
352-5252. 

Help Wanted: Need quality/qualified 
radio repairman to effect repairs on 
my 1937 E. H. Scott pointer dial 
Philharmonic. The radio is currently 
not working. Contact: Kent Martin 
(410) 796-1953 (Baltimore area) to 
discuss. u 

Visit the Radio &  

Television Museum  

2608 Mitchellville Road 

Bowie, MD 20716 

301-390-1020 

Hours: 

10 to 5 Fridays 

1 to 5 Saturdays and Sundays 

Exit from Rt. 50 at 

Exit 11 (Rt. 197) 

Take Rt. 197 South 

for 0.9 miles 

Right on Mitchellville Road 

for 1.3 miles 

Free admission, but 

donations encouraged 
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AtekAIZC lleur Geencri 
Sun., Dec. 17 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 

Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 
11:30, meeting at 1:30. 

Sun., Jan. 21 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 
11:30, meeting at 1:30. 

Sun., Feb. 18 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 
11:30, meeting at 1:30. 

Sun. March 18 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 
11:30, meeting at 1:30. 

Sun. April 15 MAARC meeting at the Sully Station Community Center 
in northern Virigina. Tailgating at 11:30, meeting at 1:30. 
Details in the March issue. 

NOTE: We are still searching for a permanent location for MAARC meetings. If 

you know of a place that is available on Sundays, has ample parking, a large 

meeting room, is inexpensive to rent, and in a good location, let us know! 

(To check on upcoming hamfests. go to www.arrl.org and click on hamfests.) 

Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 

c/o Paul R. Farmer 

P.O. Box 352 

Washington, VA 22747-0352 
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